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By RACHEL BAKER 
Warrandyte Fire Brigade is set 
to reject an offer by Optus to 
build a mobile phone tower on 
the fire station site. 

According to Robert Kilkenny, cap-
tain of the Warrandyte brigade, Optus 
con tacted the CFA ear ly last month 
proposing that a tower be built on top 
of the Warrandyte station's hose-dry-
ing tower, behind the station building. 

The offers follows delays in the 
phone company's permit application 
for a tower on its preferred site, the 
Tindals Road Wildflower Reserve. 

Optus has not had "much co-opera-
tion" from Manningham council on the 
wildflower reserve site, and council 
has some concerns about traffic , Mr 

BELOW: Ducks on duty. 
Wildlife benefits from our 
community's continuing 
battle to protect its 
environment. (Picture by 
Mary Green) 

netower: ' 
Optus to 'explore 
other options' 
Ross Monaghan, Optus community 
relations manager said. 

According to Mr Monaghan, Optus 
has been developing "creative" ways 
to get around council's concerns, as 
well as exploring alternative sites for 
the tower. 

The fire station was one of the alter-
native sites offered by Optus in Febru-
ary this year, during its "community 
consultation" period. In May, the Diary 
reported Warrandyte Awareness 
Group·s accusation that Optus's alter-
native sites were deliberately flawed 
(near a kindergarten, primary school 
and state park) to enable the 
company's preferred site , the wild-
flower reserve, to be approved . 

Last month, CFA headquarters 
passed on Optus's request to the 

Warrandyte brigade , telling them it 
was a local matter, "but that the deci-
sion should not conflict with commu-
nity attitudes, Mr Kilkenny said. 

The brigade feels community oppo-
sition to the tower is strong, and the 
offer will "definitely" be rejected , Mr 
Kilkenny said. This probable rejection 
would take place at the monthly meet-
ing this Thursday, November 11 , when 
the brigade's some 48 members will 
vote on the issue. 

The offer included "quite substan-
tial" and ongoing financial rewards 
from Optus to the CFA headquarters 
and the Warrandyte brigade. "It's al-
ways very tempting when there ·s 
money involved," he said . "But we will 
be going with community sentiment, 
rather than the hip pocket." 

The hose-drying tower is about 18 
metres high. When the option was first 
offered in February, Optus said the 
extension would bring the tower to a 
total height 35 metres. 

"It would be an awfully big tower," 
Mr Kilkenny said. 

Mr Monaghan said Optus will perse-
vere with the wildflower reserve site. 
which it feels is the best option for the 
community. 

He said Optus has been working ·stu-
diously" on developing this site, and. 
although he could not reveal the de-
tails, said that they may have found a 
solution for the site. 

But if it cannot get approval , Optus 
may be forced to develop "low impact 
facilities" on two sites, which would 
not require council approval. ft would 
be "very disappointing" if Optus was 
forced to abandon the wildflower re-
serve site, Mr Monaghan said. 

"We acknowledge it 's not a perfect 
site, but we think it's the best solu-
tion." 

But Warrandyte Awareness Group 
would prefer several smaller towers , 
Mr Peter Curry, of WAG, said . He be-

lieves an alternative to the wildflower 
reserve site is building four or live 
small towers on top of the electricity 
pylons on Tindals Road . He said this 
would have less visual impact than the 
original site. 

"The pylons are already an eyesore, 
and a small addition would not make 
much difference," he said. "It would be 
a win for us , compared to a 30 metre 
tower in a wildflower reserve." 

However, Optus has previously 
stated that it could not build towers 
on electricity pylons because such 
sites would not provide suitable sig-
nal coverage 

Mr Curry said he still questions the 
need for a mobile phone tower any-
where in Warrandyte. "I've spoken to 
Optus users , and they don't have a 
problem," he said. 

Mr Monaghan claimed Optus cus-
tomers are demanding coverage where 
they live and work. 

He said Optus has a "good track 
record" with community consultation, 
and is still keen to work with 
Manningham council and the commu-
nity on the tower 

Tree drop 
costs 
developer 
Cutting down a tree in 
Templestowe cost a developer 
$8250 earlier this vear. Man-
ningham council successfully 
prosecuted Joenz Building 
and Design Pty Ltd for the ille-
gal removal of the tree, with-
out council permission, from 
a property at 19 Fore l Court. 
Templestowe. during construc-
tion works for a new re iden-
tial subdhision. 

The company recehed a con-
viction, was re11uired to con-
tribute 7500 in council's legal 
costs and was fined 750. The 
court noted that the defendant 
company knew the subject tree 
was considered by Manning-
ham City Council to be worth) 
of preservation and protec-
tion. 

It noted that while the defen-
dant company apparently gave 
instructions to the contractor 
lo retain the tree, the de, el-
oper ne,·ertheless bad a re-
sponsibility to ensure there 
was no misunderstanding. 

"'The outcome of the prosecu• 
lion highlights the importance 
of complying with council' 
town planning regulation and 
should erYe as a warning 
against the illegal remo,al of 
trees in the City of Manuing-
ham," a council spokesperson 
said. 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS 
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THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS 
25kg of PET MINCE ... $20.00 

25kg whole or diced BEEF ... $30.00 
FREE DELIVERY 

Phone 9739 1441 or 018 JJJ 346 
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RESTAURANT 
Lunch, Morning and Afternoon Tea served 7 days 

Dinner served Friday & Saturday 
SEASONAL LUNCH SPECIAL 

A deliCJOus choice menu, including a glass of selected wine 
for only $19.95 2-course or $25.50 3-course (available Mon-Sat) 

Saturday Dinner features entertainment 
from our resident band "Jazz Spectrum" 

Chnstmas function & group enquiries welcome. Ph 9844 2270 

GALLERY 
A diverse range of Australian made items including ceramics, 
functional pottery, woodcraft, glassware, paintings and more. 
Open daily from 10am to 5pm. For details phone 9844 3078. 

POTTERY SCHOOL 
New classes & tutors in hand building , sculpting, throwing, 

glazing, raku & kids classes. Phone Ola on 9844 2333 (Tue-Fri) 

321 UMPING CREEK ROAD, W ARRANDYTE 3 t 13 
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OUR NEWSPAPER 
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small 
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, 
it has retained its strong community character, being 
produced by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its 
community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its non-profit, non-commercial status and its independent 
voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the 
people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
Its monthly circulation is 3700 copies and it is available in 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

A SPECIAL PLACE 
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on 
the Yarra River, some 35km from Melbourne. The site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria-in 1851-it 
soon established its character as a small, self-sustaining 
community set ,n a beautiful nver valley. Around 1900 the 
miners, orchardrsts and tradespeople were joined by a 
number of young painters who were founding the Austra-
lian nationalist arts tradition. Although now a commuter 
suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been 
largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true 
expression of that spint. 

Alas, we were barking 
up the wrong gum tree 

For one whole day 
there we really be-
lieved we had an inter-
national archaeologi-

cal scoop of huge magnitude 
right in our own backyard . 
omeone , presumably Mel-

bourne Water, cut down a big 
old gum tree early this month 
on the bank of Andersons 
Creek, near Taroona Reserve in 
Everard Drive, and no one had 
any quarrel with that because 
its roots had been undermined 
and it was likely to drop of its 
own accord any old time and on 
anyone. But the fallen trunk cer-
tainly attracted the attention of 
a local woman , a qualified but 
non-practising archaeologist 
taking a constitutional walk. 
She saw what she believed 
might well be evidence that 
very ancient original Austra-
lians had cut the bark from that 
tree many, many moons ago-
maybe hundreds of years ago-
to make a canoe. The woman 
contacted Warrandyte Histori-
cal Society, who contacted Di-
ary editor Cliff Green. Boy, did 
we have a story on our hands! 
The wheels were set in motion 
to con firm what would have 
been a major discovery, some-
thing that might have excited 
even Indiana Jones himself. But 
alas, two senior archaeologists 
from Melbourne studied the so-
called scar tree at length next 
day and said sorry, but the ca-
noe shape you see here has 
been formed by rot or bushfire 
damage. There goes another 
great front page. Bugger. 

John Byrne, Warran-
. dyte's celebrated mar-

riage ce lebrant of 
Somers Road, took his 

lovely wife Diana for a holiday 
in Cairns last month and, mind-
ful of a previous saga when they 
arrived at the airport with their 
suitcases still at home, he de-
cided there'd be no such dra-
mas this time. So they arrived 
nice and early at Tullamarine, 
checked in their baggage. did a 
spot of shopping and sat down 
for a cup of coffee. Diana de-
cided mid-coffee to re-check the 
time of their flight-only to find 
it had c losed. What they 'd 
thought was boarding time wa, 
actually departure time. A dash 
to the departure gate ensued, 
the words "Would Mr and Mrs 
Byrne, passengers to Cairns et 
cetera, et cetera ... ." ringing in 
their ears from the PA system. 
Breathless, they boarded the 
plane and the doors slammed 
behind them. And as they took 
thei r seats , a voice from the 
back called: "Trust someone 

IN RED & WHITE 

His fickle friend Alan "Coatsy" Koetsveld reckons this photo 
of his mate Alan "Scruffy" Edhouse is a collector's item. 
Taken during an Auscar weekend at Bathurst last month, it 
is, Coatsy swears, the one and only time Scruff has been 
known to open his wallet. We think that 's pretty damned 
offensive-and the picture is probably a fake anyway 
because we don 't see moths anywhere. 

from Warrandyte to be holding 
us all up!" Yes, Jackie and Simon 
Law, of Harris Gully Road, were 
on the same flight . 

Alert the coast guard 
. and man the life-

boats-Vic Grybas, 
the jinxed sailor of 

Melbourne Hill , is back on the 
water! You might recall how ear-
lier this year Vic's catamaran 
disintegrated in a stiff breeze off 
Safety Beach, on the Morning-
ton Peninsula, as he took a new-
found friend named George for 
a spin . The local sailing club 
rescue people were so accus-
tomed to seeing this particular 
boat belly up that they took no 
notice and Vic and a very tetchy 
George spent two hours tread-
ing water. Anyhow, Vic 's put 
that unfortunate exploit behind 
him and now has a brand new 
second-hand Cat of the same 
class on which he did a first-
rate paint job. Unfortunately, as 
he hand-lowered the yacht to 
the ground off its blocks he 
managed to drop one end and 
the paint job is now rather sec-
ond rate. But you've got to ad-
mire the pattern he managed to 

create on the twin hulls ... by 
"borrowing .. one of wife San-
dra's prized loungeroom cur-
tains and spray-painting 
through it! The new catamaran 
is yet unnamed . Vic 's mate 
Laurie "Whopper" Warr reck-
ons "Final Curtain" would be ap-
propriate but we rather like .. Ti-
tanic" which is , after all, tried 
and proven . 

We mentioned a while 
. back those "Discover 

Warrandyte Gold " 
signs that had sprung 

up on our borders extolling our 
heritage and attractions and we 
mentioned particularly the 
phallic symbol thing sticking up 
in the middle of them. Some 
people thought it was a mush-
room but most thought it was 
something quite different 
(giggle, giggle). David Hogg, our 
festival town crier, solved the 
mystery by identifying it as an 
old gold prospector's shovel-
an old Irish gold prospector's 
shovel, he said, which probably 
explained why it was upside 
down. It all becomes irrelevant 
now because the shovel , mush-
room or whatever it was has 

been removed from the signs. 
Painted over. The morals police 
have done us again. 

Easyrlder, our man on 
. the buses, has long 

waxed lyrical about 
the improvements 

wrought by the National com-
pany since it took over the lo-
cal service from the Met, but he 
is a fellow not averse to exag-
geration and we thought maybe 
he was overstating the case. We 
have, though , compelling sup-
port testimony from Sue 
Davies , of North Warrandyte, 
who can't say enough good 
things about the National ei-
ther. Sue had asked her good 
mate Rae Danks, our advertis-
ing/accounts manager, to pick 
her up off the bus from town the 
other afternoon and drive her 
to the servo at South Warran-
dyte where her own car was in 
for repairs . Being a very busy 
lady, Rae promptly forgot 
(some friend , eh?) and Sue 
found herself at the terminus at 
Hogan Avenue with a pretty 
long uphill walk in the rain 
ahead. "Lady," the driver said, 
" we can't have you doing 
that .. - and dropped her off at 
the servo door. Sue says thanks 
heaps , whoever you were, and 
we say a grudging sorry to 
Easy rider. 

And a sign outside the 
. Uniting Church on the 

corner of Doncaster 
and Blackburn Roads 

suggests ;you "Confuse your en-
emies. Pray for them." 

Prickly Moses might, 
. to the uninitiated , 

sound a most undesir-
able thing to have 

growing in your garden, but 
you'd be surprised. A member 
of the wattle family. the Acacia 
uerticillata is , in fact , desirable 
in both the practical and aes-
thetic senses . Pleasing to the 
eye whether in bloom or not, its 
prickly foliage provides a haven 
for small birds to protect them 
from cats and a deterrent to 
burglars if you plant under your 
windows . Not as effective as 
razor wire, mind you , but a de-
terrent all the same. We tell you 
all this because Prickly 
Moses-and other wattles and 
native shrubs-are now avai l-
able ( for a modest donation) 
from the Friends of Warrandyte 
State Park's nursery at Pound 
Bend. Give Cathy Willis a call on 
0418 142297. 

Smokey 
Joe 

ovER rHE HILLS _____ __, By JOCK MACNEISH 



Firec dela 
By PRUDENCE 
TRUBY KING 

The appointment of two 
new professional fire-
fighters to work day 
shifts at Warrandyte fire 
station is unlikely to oc-
cur before the com-
mencement of the fire 
season. 

This despite an announce-
ment In May this year that the 
full-time firefighters, an addi-
tional fire truck and extensions 
to the station could be in place 
by the summer. 

But this is not a problem for 
Warrandyte CFA captain Rob 
Kilkenny. 

"It 's not a concern that we 
don ' t have the two new 
firefighters by summer-if it 
were a choice between rushing 
for the summer fire season or 
picking the right people I'd pre-
fer to wait," he said. "Tradition-
ally more volunteers are avail-
able in summer anyway, be-
cause of the holidays." 

However, the firefighters' 
union believes "Warrandyte has 
outgrown volunteer firefight-
ers". 

Which is not quite how Mr 
Kilkenny sees it . 

"Having profession a l fire-
fighters will be a great asset," 
he said. I don 't know how long 
it takes, so long as it's done 
properly and in a workable re-
lationship with the volunteers. 
We' re virtually running a busi-
ness, organising finances , new 
equipment and running bri-
gades in schools , for example. 
This means organising sessions 
around volunteers ' work com-
mitments ." 

And the approach of summer 
is not the issue, Mr Kilkenny 
believes . 

'Not a problem' 
says captain; 
union disagrees 
increasing over the past fe w 
years ." 

Mr Kilkenny said he was just 
happy the new firefighter selec-
tion had started. "The brigade 
is excited by the prospect of 
having paid staff to help. It ' ll be 
good to have the pressure re-
lieved . There are a lot of stan-
dards to adhere to, such as ser-
vice delivery and two new pro-
fessionals will allow us to in-
volve a whole new regime of 
training. 

"There are lots of demands on 
CFA volunteers and their fami-
lies and businesses and if hav-
ing professional firefighters re-
lieves that pressure we will all 
benefit." 

Mr Kilkenny said the ideal 
professional firefighter will be 
someone indoctrinated in the 
volunteer culture, not necessar-
ily already in a paid fire service. 
"They must have the ability to 
communicate and stand back to 
let others take the kudos for 
service. Volunteers get pleasure 
from being thanked as they are 
the ones who give up their time 
and effort for the community. 

"Permanent firefighters must 
retain the spirit of the volun-
teers . They will be involved in 
creating community fireguard 
groups and brigades in schools. 
The CFA sees them as commu-
nity educators who can also 
light fires . It 's better to prevent 
fires than to have to put them 
out." 

According to Trevor White, 
CFA Yarra area manager, the 
appointment o f two profes-
sional firefighters is just a ques-
tion of timing. 

"CFA is working through the 
human resources issues of se-
lection and recruitment at the 
moment , as well as working 
with the United Firefighters 
Union regarding the working 
conditions of dayworkers," he 
told the Diary. 

Mr White said there are about 
3000 volunteers working in 58 
brigades in the CFA region , cov-
ering half a million people in an 
area of 3300 sq km, from 
Kinglake to Narre Warren East , 
and from Eltham to Reefton . 
There is only one other profes-
sional fire-fighter working with 
the CFA in the region , at 
Scoresby. 

Howeve r, the Victorian 
branch secretary of the fire-
fighters ' union , Mr Peter 
Marshall , told the Diary the ap-
pointment of two professional 
firefighters is just a "smoke-
screen" by the CFA to hide their 
failure to disclose response sta-
tistics. 

"The CFA's performance data 
is flawed in regards to response 
time," he said. 

"Most fire-related deaths oc-
cur in the early hours of the 
morning and the concept of al-
locating professionals only at 
certain hours is flawed and 
fraught with danger. 

eas and they have limited time. 
Warrandyte has outgrown vol-
unteer firefighters ." 

Trevor White said the 
firefighters ' appointment is not 
expected to be delayed by the 
progress of building works at 
Warrandyte lire station . It is 
understood the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environ-
ment is concerned about ex-
tending the existing building 
towards Andersons Creek. 

"We have a licence from the 
department to occupy the site 
and it needs their approval to 
add office space and improve 
the kitchen and mess room fa-
cilities. Although not building 
extensions, we will still be mak-
ing alterations with future de-
velopments in mind," he said. 

The design of the new fire 
truck for Warrandyte is being 
evaluated by the CFA. Probably 
a rapid response type and pos-
sibly of a new design that's 
practical and manoeuvrable, 
the type should be resolved 
within a couple of months , ac-
cording to Trevor White . He 
said the truck may be adapted 

Joining battle · 
Warrandyte firemen 
responded quick!> to 
a call to a fire on 
Fourth Htll in 
February, 199 . 

"There's been a definite turn-
around in our peak season. In 
summer everyone is more con-
scious of fire risk and they've 
improved their burn ing-o ff 
practices," he said. "Winter is 
the busiest time as houses are 
getting older and there's more 
chance of things going wrong. 
There are also more people in 
the area . The call rate has been 

Mr Kilkenny said he was as-
sured the community support 
facilitator will remain. "But if we 
allow career staff to take over, 
it won't be Warran-dyte's lire 
brigade. We'll lose the benefits 
of three brigades as a commu-
nity organisation." Warrandyte 
has 48 CFA volunteers . 

"Household insurance levies 
fund CFA and insurance is 
dearer in Warrandyte than in 
the inner metropolitan area. 
Warrandyte needs 24-hour pro-
fessional coverage and the com-
munity should demand it. 

"Volunteers have experienced 
tremendous pressures in all ar-

from another vehicle from fire 
services within Australia or 
from overseas. 

According to Rob Kilkenny 
anything that is faster to travel 
in is a benefit to the community. 

"We had a new truck delivered 
eight months ago and there's 
been a dramatic improvement 
in response time. It will be even 
better with a second. 

and bigger. which is all right if 
you've got a three-lane high....,ay 
with no hills or corners. But in 
places like Warrandtye-He1del-
berg Road and tintons Road, 
bigger is not necessarily best • "They' re always getting bigger 

Skateboard plan rolling along 
By CLINTON GRYBAS 

After several years of lobbying, 
Warrandyte's skateboarding commu-
nity will finally get a facility early 
next year-providing they pitch in to 
help raise some of the funds needed 
to build It. 

Mannlngham council agreed last 
month to provide half of the $65,000 
required to build the skatepark at 
Warrandyte Reserve. But the remain-
Ing $32,500 must come from the 
Warrandyte community. 

Warrandyte Lions' Club P.resldent 
David Dobbs said the council position 
Is a fair one. 

"If thln~s like this just appear we 
often don t care for them very much. 
But If there ls some ownership from 
the community then the community, 
particularly the younger people In 

this case, will look after it. 
"We are quite happy to support the 

concept but there ls one proviso and 
that Is the young people In the com-
munity also support It. 

"We're not there just to dish out 
mooey. tt 

Mr Dobbs said Lions are consider-
ing ways of helping out with 
fundralslng. 

"I can't say unequivocally it will be 
dollar for dollar but It will certalnly 
be something along that concept." 

But some local youths have already 
cost the fundralslng push a $ 1000 
bead start after Sergeant Keith 
Walker of Warrandyte police with-
drew support for the park. 

Sergeant Walker, one of the stron-
gest backers of the skate facility, was 
furious after another weekend ram-

page by local youths. In this Instance 
a sign on the corner of Forbes and 
Yarra Streets advertising the Blue 
Light Disco was destroyed, as was a 
shadecloth over a sandpit at 
Andersons Creek Primary School. 
More grafitti was splashed across lo-
cal buildings. 

"Warrandyte police were going to 
pledge S 1000 to assist the construc-
tion of the skate park. That money 
was going to come from the Blue Light 
Disco,'' Sergeant Walker told the Di-
ary. 

"However unfortunately those 
funds won't be able to be pledged 
because the $ I 000 will go towards 
replacing the sign and assisting In 
purchasing a shade cloth for the kids' 
sandpit. 

"It's unfortunate that a few young 

people have ruined some fantastic 
chances for other young people. 

'"At this stage I am of the opinion 
that we can't go rewarding kids for 
their bad behaviour. So I certainly 
will no longer support the issue of the 
skate facility in Warrandyte. ot un-
til someone can put up their hand and 
say yes, I'm sorry I did that damage 
and I am quite prepared to remedy It 
and pay for it." 

He said while it Is only a "very, very 
small handful" of young people do-
ing the damage, the rest will suffer 
as a result. 

"The kids can thank those kids for 
the support they are no longer going 
to receive from us until someone is 
prepared to put their hand up. I am 
most annoyed." 

Some 20 local skateboarders and 

one parent was at the meeting last 
month. 

"I was very pleased with the up-
port of the kids. It would have been 
fantastic to see more than the one 
parent there to support the skate fa-
cility," Sergeant Walker said. 

"I'd like to see a lol of parents get 
up and support their kids. That can 
be financially or simply finding out 
what their kids are up to. getting out 
and being part of a family." 

Two working committees were 
formed after the meeting with one to 
Investigate fundraising and the other 
to look at the design of the sk.atepark. 

The park will be built al Warrand)1e 
Reserve in the area now occupied by 
playground equipment. pace "ill be 
made for it b moving some of the 
equipment. 

PETER GARDINER LL.B 
BARRISTER U SOLICITOR I STOP SUFFERING I CONVEYANCING 

For Legal Work including: 
• Property Conveyancing 
• Family Law 
• Court Repr sentati n 
• Wills and Estate 
• Sale of Business 

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue 
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road) 
West End, Warrandyte 

Ph: 
A.H. 
Fax: 

9844 1111 
9844 1192 
98.44 1792 

Time for a changtl_ 
Live your life free of Anxiety? Fear? Depression? 

Low Self Esteem? Guilt? Anger? Eating Disorders? 

Resolve the original cause and eliminate the problem. 
Only three sessions needed. 

Ring Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322 

COPY CLOSES ON THE 
LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

$ 3 5 0 (plus disbursements) 

handled personally by 

SOLICITOR 
GERALDINE M.T. RUSH ~A Lt~ 

NOW AT 167 YARRA STREET. WARRANOYTE 
ALL OTHER LEGAL MA TIERS ALSO AT REASONABLE RA TES 

PHONE 9844 4646 - ALL HOURS 



Achievers sought 
Lo al federal MP Kevin 
Andrews is calling for nomina-
tions for the Year 2000 Menzies 
Community Day Awards. 

Mr Andrews said he was de-
I igh ted last year when more 
than 700 people joined with him 
to thank and congratulate the 

ci ti zens who had made out-
standing contributions to the 
Menzies el ec torate and who 
had been recognised with the 
Menzies Community Australia 
Day Awards on January 26 th is 
year. 

"The purpose of th e awards, 
which I inaugurated in 1995, Is 
to recognise the valued con tri-
bution of so many people to our 
lo al communi ty·· Mr Andrews 
told the Diary . .. Each of these 
people have helped to make our 
community a bet ter place in 
which to live" 

Mr Andrews said that many 
people made a ma1or cont r ibu-
tion to building local communi-
ties "These awa rds w i l l 
recognise their efforts. I have 
\Hitten to more than 400 com-

Kevin Andrews 

munity organisations , clubs , 
c hur h es and other civic 
groups invi ting nominations." 

No m i na t io n bookl e ts are 
available from Kevin Andrews ' 
offi ce at 651 Doncaster Road , or 
by telepho ne o n 9848 9900 . 
Nominations will close on Fri-
day, December 3 th is year. 

Cash for elderlies 
Warrandyte enior Citizens 
Club has received a 900 state 
government grant to assist in 
the purchase of a tape recorder 
and a video recorder 

Announcing the grant, MP 
Phil Honey-wood told the Diary 
that the grant marked the Inter-
national Year of Older Persons. 

·Funding for these grants was 
made available through the Vic-
torian government's Commu-
nity upport Fund. early 1300 
community groups shared in 
the I million small grants pro-

gram." Mr H.oneywood said. 
"In grant ing these funds, par-

ticular consideration was given 
to agencies which. due to thei r 
size and nature, do not enjoy 
any regu lar funding but which 
do importan t wo rk for older 
Victorians by offer ing opportu-
nities for new skills , fr iendship 
and social activi ty. 

.. The International Year of the 
Older Pe rson i s a wonderful 
opportu nity to recognise the 
continuing con t ri b u ti on o f 
older people." 

Brigade 
checks 
on risks 

South Warrandyte Fl.re Bri-
gade held the first electrical 
safety day for the area last 
month. The brigade hoped 10 
reduce local residents' risk 
or electrical fire or electrocu-
tion by holding the event. 
"As with all aclivllles that 
South Warrandyte CFA Is In-
volved In, the ultimate goal is 
creating a safer community," 
a brigade spokesperson told 
the Diary. 

Participants from a number 
or community groups, retire-
ment homes and service 
clubs in the area attended. 
They brought electrical appli-
ances for safety-testing by 
Eastern Energy. 

Captain Andrew Blashki 
commented, "We are pleased 
lo say that we have positively 
contributed to the safely or 
our local community. Many 
or the appliances tested were 
found lo be faulty. The re-
moval of these from people's 
homes will go a long way to-
wards decreasing the risk of 
electrical fire or shock". 

Owing to the positive feed-
back, the brigade intends to 
hold the event again next 
year. 

Local residents concerned 
about an appliance should 
contact an electrician or 
Sophie Cunliffe at the South 
Warrandyte CFA on 0407 339 
137. 

ACT GLOBALLY ••• SHOP LOCALLY 

Young boffins top score 
Warrandyte Primary School 
was extremely successful in 
this year 's Science Talent 
Search , run by the Science 
Teachers' Association of 
Victoria. As well as a whole-
school award, students re-
ceived majdr and minor bur-
saries and certificates of 
merit and achievement. 

Science Talent Search is an 
annual event and is open to 
all primary and secondary 
students up to Year 12. 

Science co-ordinator Kaye 
Jones and the bursary win -
ners attended the presenta-
tion day at Latrobe University 
last month . 

The school won the Hugh 
McKnight Encouragement 
Award for this year's 
efforts .This consisted of a 
plaque and a ponding kit do-
nated by the Gould League of 
Victoria . Acting principal 
Mandy Dunn said this 
achievement was a credit to 
all the entrants from the 
school and to Kaye for her 
involvement. 

Grade Four students Steven 
Pinolo and Alex McPhee-
Browne received a major bur-
sary in the models and inven-
tions section with their water 
recycling project. Minor bur-
sary winners included Trent 
Burriss and Andrew Boyle, 
Trelawney Dewe and Kim 
Fidder, Emily Chaffee and 
Ryan Lloyd. 

Steven Pinolo (left) and Alex 
McPhee-Browne demon-

strate their water recycler. 
(Picture by Marilyn Moore) 

ClubFullife a brand new 
Pharmacy Customer 
Rewards Scheme is now 
available to local shoppers 
Here's How You Can Take 
Advantage of the Special 
Services, Bonuses & Rewards ... 
Plus collect your FREE 
$300 Joining Gift! 
Doing your regular pharmacy shopping has 
just become more profitable and more fun! 
Join Clubfullife and all the other pharmacy 
customers who are collecting more credits 
for Bonuses every time they shop. 

ClubFullife is FREE to join and gives you 
instant access to it's special services. Every 
time you shop in the store, your purchases 
are recorded and you'll receive another 
Bonus Dollar every time you spend $30 in 
the store. You 'll be surprised how last they 
add up ... and how great they are to have! 

You can use your Bonus Dollars to buy 
yoursel f a little treat, take home your next 
purchases free, as a discount in the store or 
you can even save them up and spend them 
on your Christmas shopping! It's up to you, 
Bonus Dollars have no expiry, so you can 
save them up for as long as you like and use 
them on just about anything you like in the 
store. (Bonus Dollars can not be earned or 
redeemed on prescription purchases due to 
Government Regulations). 

And how often do you receive a FREE 
$300 Gift of free products, services and 
special offers just for joing a club? 

At fullife Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
Chemist you do. Join ClubFullife and you 
can pick up your complimentary Voucher 
Book jam packed with amazing offers and 
special member privileges. And don't forget, 
ClubFullife is FREE to join! 

Shopping is easier and more convenient 
when you 're a ClubFullife member. When 
you join you'll receive an information 
brochure which outlines all the special 

fullife 
WARRANDYTE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
CHEMIST 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
Chemist, Goldfields Plaza 
Phone 9844 2029 

services avallable to members. From FREE 
Customer Accounts and FREE Medication 
Reviews and Naturopath Consultations, 
you'll find everything you need to make 
shopping completely hassle FREE! 

If you'd like to be receiving more 
bonuses, rewards and special services every 
time you shop in a pharmacy, call in and visit 
the team at fullife Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
Chemist this week and ask about ClubFullife. 



road hits dead end? 
BJ FIA CLENDINNEN 

Pressure to complete the 
ring road missing link 
across the Yarra and 
through the Green Wedge 
may have eased, follow-
ing the new Labor 
government's decision to 
abandon plans for the 
Scoresby freeway. 

"dramatically" reduce the pres-
sure to complete the missing 
link through the Green Wedge. 
'Td say the chances of a ring 
road through our area are al-
most impossible," he said. 

lobby whichever government 
was in power to complete the 
ring road. 

SQ - ! By SYD & ONA 
--------------------

"The shire's perspective is 
that we don't want a ring road 
here, it will spoil the area, and 
it will spoil it for everyone in 
Melbourne So from our shire's 
view we are very happy about 
it." 

"We still have a risk of the 
Green Wedge being ruined by 
freeways," Mr Speedy warned. 

In the "short term" the scrap-
ping of the Scoresby freeway 
will take the pressure off this 
area , he said , "but there will al-
ways be pressure there unless 
public transport is improved". 

KING COREY HOLDS COURT 
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The Bracks government has 
acknowledged "growing north-
south traffic congestion in the 
eastern suburbs". But late last 
month they came up with an 
alternative package of solu-
tions . Instead of building the 
$786 million dollar connection 
between Ringwood and 
Greensborough, the ALP pro-
posals include investigating an 
"outer eastern public transport 
strategy", upgrading Stud Road , 
and investigating extending lo-
cal tram and train routes. 

Scrapping the Scoresby free-
way proposal has been warmly 
applauded by Nillumbik mayor 
Bill Penrose. 

But Cr Penrose said it was it 
still essential the counci l main-
tain a watching brief and pre-
pare alternative transport strat-
egies. He said there were traf-
fic problems in the shire and 
these had to be properly dealt 
with . 

Anti Ring Road Organisation 
(ARRO) spokesperson Geoff 
Speedy expressed similar 
views. He agreed the scrapping 
of the Scoresby freeway was 
"wonderful news" and said it 
was "refreshing that the Labor 
Party have a community-
minded attitude in regard to the 
Scoresby Freeway". 

"There are definitely traffic 
problems around peak hour," 
Mr Speedy said. "We can solve 
those problems by a variety of 
means and building roads isn't 
one or them . We have plenty of 
roads, it's just a matter of how 
they are used." 

Mr Speedy stressed that a 
piecemeal approach would 
never solve road congestion 
and that an overall approach 
was essential to solving 
Melbourne's transport prob-
lems. 
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"I'm abso lutely rapt," Cr 

Penrose told the Diary. He ex-
plained that the scrapping of 
the Scoresby freeway would 

But Mr Speedy said there was 
still congestion on local roads 
and unless this was addressed 
VicRoads would continue to 

"For any traffic problem it's no 
good looking at any particular 
part of Melbourne in isolation . 
Any discussion of the Scoresby 
freeway must include the Green 
Wedge. And any public trans-
port improvements need to 
cover the whole of Melbourne." '---n----

Natural bushland in Cemetery Road: targetted by subdividers. 

Second try for subdivision 
BJ DAVID WYMAN 

A proposal to subdivide land in 
Cemetery Road Into seven resi-
dential lots has bee re-submitted 
to Mannlngham council-still with 
seven lots. 
And a petition ls being canvassed 

among local residents opposing 
the subdivision In Its present 
form. 

The land Is low-lying, forming a 
natural watercourse, and is cov-
ered with mature eucalypts--
manna, candlebark and red box-
all Indigenous species. 

Nearby resident, Terry Kain, 
said al the time of the subdivision 
application that development to 
the extent proposed would result 
In the demise of almost all the 

trees when seven buildings, seven 
driveways and drainage and sewer-
age for seven properties were con-
structed. 

In subsequent dealings with the 
council to make the subdivision 
more amenable, lhe applicants, 
who are Warrandyte residents, 
appear to have concentrated on 
trying lo satisfy council's concerns 
on stormwater drainage from lhe 
land and Improvements to Cem-
etery Road. 

Earlier, council's planning 
management rejected the original 
subdivision because of "properly 
lot layout and density, vegetation 
cover, topography of lhe land, the 
position of the drainage gully, lhe 
design standard of lhe road and the 

pattern of surrounding develop-
ment". 

The petition now circulating 
throughout Warrandyte expresses 
the concern of nearby residents at 
the "adverse effects that will re-
sult from the proposed subdivi-
sion lo seven lots of the property 
at 22 Yarra Street". 

The petition urges council to 
• Oppose the properly being 

subdivided into more than a maxi-
mum of four lots; 

• Oppose any widening of Cem-
etery Road; 

• Require that driveways associ-
ated with the subdivision be siled 
so as 1101 to Interfere with any 
trees on Cemetery Road and 
Brackenbury Street. 

Medals mark millennium 
Diary artist Jock Macneish has de igned a 
commemorative medallion to mark the millennwm in 
Warrandyte. 

It will be awarded to everyone who attend the great 
slap-up New Years Eve party, being organised by the 
Warrandyte Arts Association. 

The celebra11on will begin in the Mechanics Institute 
Ha{/, then-hopefully-spill out to the bridge and all 
points beyond. The cost has been slightly increased to 
$12.50. (They've put up interest rates, haven't they?) 

• Book immediately by calling Rae on 9844 3819 or 
you 'II miss out! 

Traders calling for 
return of fruit shop 

By RACHEL BAKER 
The Wa rrandyte Busi ness Association 
has ca ll ed fo r the empty premises in 
Goldlields shopping cent re-formerl y 
a fru it s hop- to be occupied by a new 
fruit and vegetab le retaile r. 

The premises have been empty since 
June when the owner closed down the 
bus iness. 

The s hop is bein g ad ve r tised fo r 
lease by Assisi Rea l Es ta te (who have 
ta ken over from Ray White Real Es-
ta t e), a nd wil l hope ful ly be filled 
shortly by a retail outle t, like a cafe. 
deli , o r fruit s hop, Mr Fra nk D"Ass1si, 
direc tor of Ass isi Real Estate, said. "We 
hope it will be something tha t's an ad-
vantage, a nd not detr imen tal to the 
centre.'" 

"But the space s hould no t be occu-
pied by a cafe o r res taura nt , because 
Warrandyt e has e nough of these . It 
sh ould co nt inu e bei ng a greengro-
cery," Mr Jo hn Ja mes, president o f 
WBA. told the Diary. 

Calling all greengrocers: 
Warrandyte wants to 
patronise you 

"People can go to the supermar ·et 
for fruit and vegies , but that·s the only 
place. so there·s little competition ," Mr 
James said. "I'm sure not JUSt the busi-
ness association. but everyone, all the 
residents , would love another fruit 
shop there:· he said 

Mr James said the old fruit shop 
seemed to be very successful , and its 
closure " as unfortunate. He said 11 was 
a reminder of how important 1t 1s for 
locals to support local business 

Mr Patrick D1Nicola , who "as man-
aging the property and pre\'iously sug-
ges ted a government agen,y might 
occupy it. has since left Ray White Real 
Estate. Around the same time, the 
property owner changed real estate 
companies. 

Mr D'Assis1 said there have been sev-
era l app lications , but none ha\'e been 
confirmed 

The owner has to approve "ho, and 
what sort of business . take over the 
space. he said . 
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High school donors 
to be honoured Flagging the future 

0( nors 10 the new sports cen-
tre at \\ arrandy te- High chool 
\, ill be honoured b · t he in tal-
lauon of e-ngraved brick pavers 
incorporated in a \, a lkwa , 
seating area or wall at the i te. 

The multi-purpose area w ill 
be home to five ne\\ s nthetic 
gra • tennis ourts which wi ll 
al o be u.ed for physical edu-
cati n cla se and socce r, 

ncket and ho key training 
The full complex will t more 
than :200,000 

"Community support w ill en-
sure that the centre is available 
fo r u e by all t uden t s and 
members of the communit at 
the tart of the new mi l ien-
nium " spokesperson Bar bara 
!\!ills told the Dtury. 

"The courts will be avai lable 
for \\ 1der use after chool, in 
vacations and on \\ ee kend s. 
Primary schools will also have 
access to the cour ts du r ing 
clas times and 1f there are no 
classes scheduled on the 
courts there will be no barrier 
to daytime community use. 
"\\'arrandyte needs mo r e 
spaces for its young people. 
This complex will be an enor-
mous boon for rec reation in the 
area Helping the school reach 
its goal will leave an ongoing 
legacy for the community," Ms 
1ills said 
Details of how supporters can 

ensure their contribution is per-
manently recorded are outlined 
on a flier which i s available 
through the school. A respon se 
would be appreciated by the 
end of ovember so that con-
struction may commence. 

The Warrandyte High School 
sports cent re project is regis-
tered with Au stral ian Sports 
Foundation Ltd (ASF). All dona-
tions made to the ASF are eli-
gible fo r tax deduction s. The 
ASF is listed in the Income Tax 

Ass,ssment Act 199, . 
• ponso rship opport unities 

are also a ailable. Plea e con-
tact \ \ arrandyte High chool on 
9 '44 611 9 for details 

This mItiatIve follows the in-
aug ura l meeting of t he 
\\'arrandy te High chool Foun-
dat ion, held last month . 

Those im·ited represented lo-
cal service cl ubs. local bus i-
ne . local counci ls, stale gov-
ernment , and current parents 
w i th expertI e in bankmg, mar-
keting and law, past students . 
school council and the school's 
ad minis tration. 

choo l pr i n ipal , M ic hael 
Bl ake. said in his welcom ing 
remark . "The school Is a valu-
able com munity resource . Our 
future plans include the devel-
opment o f a multi -purpo se 
spo rts centre, wh ich will be 
availab le for community use, 
enhancements to the theatre 
and a VCE resou rce centre:· 

"The Warrandyte High chool 
Founda t ion w i ll be a broad-
based, informal , chari table non-
pro fit ommuni ty organisation . 
Its purpose is to provide expert 
advice on, and suppor t these-
curing of community resources 
fo r War randyte High School , 
from indiv iduals , corporat ions, 
gr an t program s, fo undations 
and t rusts . 

Members of the foundation af-
firmed the value of the school 
as a community resource and 
supported the school's efforts 
to attract philanthropy. Parlia-
mentar ian Wendy Smi th said , 
"Busi nesses are increasingly 
seeing va lue in putting some-
thing back into the community." 

Ind ividual members of the 
foundati on provided advice on 
the most effective ways to at-
tract philan th ropy and to fur-
ther devel op philan thropy in 
the community. 

AUCTION 

By FIA CLENDINNEN 
Ni llumbik council has become 
the fi rst shire in Australia to fly 
the reconciliat ion fl ag, a move 
welcom ed by com munity 
spokespeople. 

The reconci l ia t ion fl ag was 
specia lly designed by Monash 
Univer si t y design l ec turer 
Russel l Kennedy. 

Mr Kennedy said he was very 
consciou s of being a non-ab--
or iginal designing an aboriginal-
in pi red flag. " o I made sure 
that I consulted wi th the ab-
original comm unity r ight from 
the ou tset ," he said. 

Indigenous academ ic Helen 
Curzon- iggers researched the 
flag and took it around Austra-
lia to gauge react ion from ab-
or iginal comm unities. " Fort u-
nately we've had noth ing but 
positive responses , which has 
been ove r whe l mi ng," Mr 
Kennedy said . 

Mr Kennedy said he felt a fl ag 
was needed as a "visible sym-
bol of reconc iliat ion" , as d is-
t inct from t he Australian ab-
original flag which represents 
aboriginal people. His fl ag uses 
the kangaroo as a " uni fy ing 
symbol ". 

"The kangaroo is a totem of 
many aboriginal t r ibes . And i t 
represents Austra lia to non-in-
digenous Australians as well." 

Elizabeth Savage Kooroonya, 
a Nillumbik resident or aborigi-
nal descent told the Diary she 
thought the council's decision 
to fly the flag was "wonderful". 

"I th ink it 's a wonderful thing 
that Nillumbik can say there are 
non-confrontational ways we 
can acknowledge indigenous 
Aust ralia . I think that in that 
sense Nillumbik should be con-
gratulated ." 

Over 150 years ago, on Octo-
ber 11 , 1840, police rounded up 
400 abo r igin es and marched 
them at bayonet po int from 

Saturday 20th November, 11am 
55 Stony Creek Road ,Warrandyte 

S ITI'ATED on tranquil 1 ACRE with ,·a lley views and creek fro ntage. Mudbrick and 
cedar home with a nexible ncx,r plan that o ffers a variety of use. and a relaxed 

life tyle. \X"nh spacious fo rmal and casua l a rea.\ , a la rge deck and a huge mudbrick 
gar.1ge \tud10, this del ightful property w ill appea l to the buyer eeking something 
different 

You are im ite<l to view the we b~ile fo r more information. 
WW\\' musicbox.com .au/ home/ auction.html 

SPENCE~AJ\11N 'co. fflLTD. 

163 YARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113 

GLJ::'VJ\' 11AR77N 
9844 3535 

98441511 JOI IN SPENCER 
9844 2593 

Nillumbik residents march fo r reconciliation. 

thei r camps to the Melbourne 
stockade. Th e reconcil ia tion 
flag will be fl own to comm emo-
rate th is sorrowful event as well 
as other days or significance to 
the local Wurundjeri people. 

But Ms Savage Koo roonya 
said that while many histo ri cal 
incident s were pai nful t o re-
member, th ere co uld be no 
"healing w ithout acknowl edg-
ment". She also stressed that 
reconciliation was not about 
apportioning blame. 

" I really think we should take 
th is concept or guilt right out 
of reconciliat ion. To me, recon-
ciliat ion is about acknowledg-
ment, reparation and inclusive-
ness. Flying the flag is acknowl-
edgment and a form of repara-
tion because it is a cultural de-
cision to change cultural think-
ing and awareness." 

Llewellyn Pritchard , secretary 

of the Nillumbik Reconciliati on 
Group, whose organisation was 
also "very pleased" counci l was 
going to fly the flag, said both 
indigenous and non-indigenous 
people stood to gain from the 
recon ciliation process. 

"I see reconciliat ion as just a 
stepping-s tone to som ethin g 
else, it 's going to be more about 
an embracing and converging or 
the two cultures. I don't think 
that we have to be reconciling 
for ever, it 's a necessary pro-
cess to show respect to th e 
people who have been wronged 
by our culture and our past." 

Mr Pritchard pointed out that 
because the Yarra Valley sup-
ported many Wurundjeri 
people before European settle-
ment it was appropriate that 
"the council was now leading 
the way, with community sup-
port, in reconciliation". 

Nillumbik mayor Bill Penrose 
said local residents have a very 
strong sense of community and 
a deep attachment to the envi-
ronm ent. "Let's lace it, the Shire 
or Eltham was ahead in environ-
mental policies many years ago, 
when it wasn ' t p opular," he 
said. 

He believed that these values 
had led to the council setting an 
example in supporting recon-
ciliation . 

"What both th e aboriginals 
that are left in the area and the 
community here share is that 
we really value Nillumbik for 
what it is , its beauty, its nature, 
some of its unspoilt areas. And 
we're struggling to keep it that 
way. We're saying to the 
aboriginals we 're working with 
you; we take your approach (to 
the environment) that the long 
term is the way to look at it. " 

. .••• ....., 
Harei, '"" 
SHOPPINGTOWN 
Entertainment and Function Complex 
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Dinner & Show ~;hlhber 2nd 

ow Only 

Phone 13-21 Williamsons Road 
DONCASTER 
www.shoppingtownhotelc.om 9848 6811 



Donna Stoddart (left) and Alan Noy advising property owner Mandy Bence 
of South Warrandyte. (Picture by Jan Tindale) 

Conservation carers 
By RACHEL BAKER 

Not all Australian plants are 
pretty. They have to withstand 
our rugged environment; they 
have to be tough. Sometimes, 
they look like weeds. So how 
does a property owner know 
what's what? What to protect 
and what to kill? How can they 
live on their land but still pre-
serve its natural state? 

These sorts of questions were 
answered for landowners 
around Warrandyte in last 
month's Property Management 
Planning Program. 

Manningham council, through 
its Local Environment Assis• 
tance Fund (LEAF), has just 
completed its fifth year of help-
ing people look after their land. 

The program, in which more 
than 800 residents took part 
th\s year, has two sections: a 
course, with seminars and lec-
tures, and planning, where 
plans are created to promote 
the natural state of properties. 

The program began in 1995. In 
the beginning, the council em-
ployed environmental consult· 
ants to make changes to resi• 
dents' land . They examined 
properties, decided what to do 
to protect the indigenous 
plants and landscape, then 
implemented the changes. Now, 
while environmental experts 
are still involved, landowners 
are being taught how to look 
alter their land. 

"We're shifting the emphasis 
away from consultants to the 
landowners," Mr Roger Collins, 
manager of economic and envi• 
ronmental planning at Manning-
ham council, said. 

During October, property 
owners went along to a series 
of presentations on various 
land care issues : how to deal 
with streams, dams and wet-
lands, how to access a property, 
protect historical sites, remove 
pest plants, repel rabbits and 
foxes and prepare for and react 
to fires . 

The presentations were given 
by local environmental experts 
Glen Jameson and Alan Noy, 
and Donna Stoddart, a council 
environmental planner. Other 
guests were also called upon to 
give specialised advice. 

The planning process also 
took place in October. A smaller 
group of property owners vol-
unteered to have their land put 
under the microscope, and 
made a committment to im-
prove its natural environment. 

Mr Jameson and Mr Noy made 
the plans for most of the prop-
erties, but the landowners were 
able decide who did the work. 

"They could choose another 
consultant, or some residents 
who had knowledge in the area 
made their own plans ." Mr 
Collins said. 

Mr Jameson and Mr Noy are 
local people who know the 
Warrandyte environment, so 
most people were comfortable 
using them, he said. 

The planning process was 
about determining the assets 
each block had-natural and 
artificial-finding out what 
things were threatening these 
assets and working out how to 
resolve these threats. 

The properties, which ranged 
from bush to pasture, each had 

an aerial photograph taken and 
a base plan and contour map 
drawn, before being examined 
by a consultant. The consultant 
would advise on what work 
should be done. The work 
could be done by the land-
owner, or someone employed 
by the landowner. 

The level of examination and 
work done varied between 
properties, Mr Collins said, de-
pending on the size and type of 
the land. 

Manningham council's eco-
nomic and environmental plan-
ning section , which runs the 
course, said it recognises that 
land is used for many things: 
people live there , animals 
graze, and so on . 

Their focus was to balance 
these uses with conserving the 
natural environment, Ms 
Stoddart said. 

One of the landowners who 
has taken part in this year's 
course is Mr Anthony North , 
who has a 40 acre block on Gold 
Memorial Drive. 

Twenty acres is natural bush 
and the other half is grazing 
land. Mr North, who has owned 
the land for 26 years, said he 
has always been interested in 
caring for its natural environ-
ment. "But without the knowl-
edge you don ' t know what's 
appropriate," he said . 

An example was a plant that 
was growing on Mr North's 
block. He thought it was a weed, 
but the environmental consult-
ants told him it was a native 
plant called kangaroo grass. 

"Now I see it completely dif-
ferently," he said. 

Alan and Glen suggested so-
lutions to other problems. Mr 
North has a saltwater sw im-
ming pool and the runoff from 
i t was damaging plants further 
down the hill. The consultants 
suggested he place rocks and 
dried leaves to arrest the flow 
of water, or build an evapora-
t ive pond . 

There was also eros ion 
around the driveway. When it 
rained, the water would rush 
through the drain beside the 
drive. As it did so i t was remov-
ing soil from the side of the hill. 
Mr Jameson and Mr Noy said 
putting rocks in the drain would 
slow down the flow of water 
and stop the hill eroding. 

Mr North has realised, after 
completing the course, that he 
can now see trouble spots on 
his land and identify the native 
plants . "I love the fact that I 
know what 's going on on my 
property," he said . 

And he believes there are so-
cial benefits. "It's also led to a 
great community spirit around 
here. You start to know and talk 
to your neighbours," he said. 

Manningham council plans to 
continue the project in future 
years. They hope to increase 
the frequency of the property 
management courses from ev-
ery 12 months to every six 
months, Mr Collins said, "but 
this depends on funding and 
resident interest". 

Mr North advises other land-
owners to take part in the pro-
gram. 

"It's a commitment of time but 
it 's extremely rewarding," he 
said . 

Warrandyte Community Centre 

has facilities for 
•Receptions• Meetings• Social Gatherings 

• Community Functions 
RATES AVAILABLE ON APPLICATION - ENQUIRIES: 9844 4503 
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402 Hdddbcrg-Warrandytc Rd, Warrandytc, 3113 
Telephone: 9844 4422 
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too· old to 
fling a leg! 

By KEN VIRTUE Il F you had asked me what I normally do 
on a Sunday afternoon, the conversa-
tion would have quickly got around to 
gardening. 

The last thing I expected to be doing 
was acting as a dance partner at an old-time 
tea dance. But there I was, trying to remem-
ber "two slow steps , two fast and another 
slow," as I cruised around the dance floor with 
women almost twice my age. And yes, hell, I 
admit it, I'm 50! 

Until a few months ago, I didn 't even know 
that 1999 is the International Year of Older Per-
sons. 

A few of us from the Warrandyte Theatre 
Company did some readings of works written 
by older people from the Manningham shire. 
This led to an invitation to get involved in a 
special dance event for about 300, supported 
by Doncare, Manningham Community Health 
Service and a number of other local care 
o rganisa tions such as Meals on Wheels 
(Manningham Food Services). 

The invitation from Doncare 's Sue Dyring 
went something like this: "Ken , would you 
mind picking up a few older people from their 
homes. bringing them to the cabaret room at 
the Doncaster Shoppingtown Hotel, helping 
them to their tables, and perhaps being a part-
ner for a couple of dances? Oh, and by the 
way, two of the people you will look after have 
some dementia ... " 

I have found that I am always apprehensive 
about things that are not in my normal sphere 
of experience, and this was clearly goi ng to 
be one such episode! 

However, little could have prepared me for 
this humbling Sun day afternoon. There were 

dozens of carers there, and that word "car-
ers" has now taken on a new meaning for me. 
This band of calm, helpful, respectful men and 
women were just amazing. They enabled a 
large number of older people to have a very 
special day out. Some arrived in wheelchairs, 
many came in with walking frames and canes 
to help their tired legs along but they were all 
smiling. They were all just looking forward to 
their cup of tea and cakes. 

They watched demonstrations of ballroom 
and jive dancing, then many got up on that 
polished floor and relived special memories 
of days and nights in their youthful past. One 
couple that I picked up made us all wipe a tear 
away. He had some dementia, and loss of 
mobility due to a stroke. She, his wife of 40 
years, stood up with him in the middle of the 
dance fl oor and they just quietly rocked from 
side to side together. She had her head against 
his shoulder and he had a warm smile on his 
face as the old-tim e quartet played on. 

I danced with one 86 year-old ca lled Maree 
who hadn 't been to a dance in 15 years . She 
sang along to the lovely old songs she knew. 
She was from London and her mother had 
trained to be a singer at the British Academy. 
I think I only stood on her toes once. 

Later when I drove her home, she said wist-
fully from the back seat, "Diel you know that I 
went to a dance this afternoon?" 

"Oh, yes," I said, sensing that her memory 
was playing tricks on her. 

"Yes," she said, "it was just lovely. I danced 
with a very young man." 

"That must have be~n nice," I replied . 
·'Oh, yes ." she said, "and he knew that you 

go ·1~~. slow steps , then two quick and one 
slow ... 
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Glittering occasion: High school students 'came out' at the Warrandyte lions Club debutantes' ball on Friday, October 22 at 
the Great Hall of the Ivanhoe Centre. (Picture by Karl Mandi Photography) 

Night to remember 
Il T'S 6.20pm on a Tuesday night 

and I'm running late for dance 
practice again. My partner and I 
rush out the door, knowing we 
simply won't make It to St Anne's 

on time. We walk through the door, and 
27 dancing couples stare back al us. The 
hum of a waltz buzzes around my ears 
as I quickly find my position for the 
next dance. 

II Is the last of 10 dancing practices I 
have had to attend for my debutante 
ball. Excitement fills the air, as girls dis-
cuss their dresses and guys wonder how 
a white dress can be so enthralling. I 
curtsy to my partner and look around 
the room at my friends. 

Our dance teacher, Susan Bollard, has 
put up with weeks of complaining, yet 
on this final dance practice, everyone 
concentrates In the hope of soaking In a 
few last-minute waltzing tips. Bui will all 
these weeks of endless sore feel and 
frustration finally pay off? Surely It 
won't be worth Ill 

At 6.30am In the morning I awake ex-
cited. Anally the day has arrived. I get 
my nails done al 1 0am, followed by a 
hair appointment at noon and then I 
rush home to get Into my lavish white 
gown. 

My partner arrives, dressed formally 
In black tie, tails and white gloves, to es-
cort me lo the ball. My family drags out 
the camera and goes a little crazy, snap-
ping away al pictures of me and my 
partner from every angle. At 4pm on 
the dot, a gorgeous white stretch limo 
arrives to take us to The Centre, 
Ivanhoe. 

We arrive promptly at 5pm, ready for 
professional photos to be taken and a 

Warrandyte Lions staged 
their annual debutantes' 
ball late last month. 
Diary cadet reporter 
KARA WILLIAMS made 
her debut. 
quick whirl on the dam:e floor. The hall 
has been decorated in purple, toned 
precisely to the vests of our partners. I 
wander around to admire the other 
girls' dresses, while the guys sit down 
and have a bite to eat. But I'm fright-
ened I'll soil my gown, so I stay away 
from the food. 

Time flies, and by 7. 1 Spm our guests 
have arrived and all our nerves are a-
jltter. The first 16 couples have been pre-
sented and I wait patiently behind the 
stage for my name to be called. I worry 
that 1 will fall head-ftrst down the stairs, 
but remind myself that If I elegantly lift 
the corner of my dress, I will have no 
chance of tripping. 

My name Is called, and driven by the 
butterflies fluttering In my stomach, I 
step out under the sparkling arch. I look 
around the hall to where 350 guests sit 
watching. Rashes of cameras dazzle my 
eyes, but I quickly focus on my partner 
who waits at the bottom of the stairs. I 
step gracefully to meet him, and then 
the two of us walk slowly towards Mr 
Kevin Andrews MP and his wife Marga-
ret, to whom we are to be presented. I 
cling lo my partner's hand. 1 smile 
hugely, hoping to cover my nerves. 
When we reach Mr and Mrs Andrews, I 

curtsy gracefully, amid the flash of my 
family's cameras. 1 receive my scroll 
and my partner and I head back to-
wards the stage for the dancing to be-
gin. 

The music blares through the speak-
ers. I bold my partner, ready for our 
first dance set. My heart is beating fast 
and I fear that I will trip on my dress, or 
somehow make a fool of myself, but the 
ftrst dance ls soon over and we are 
quickly onto the next. "One step, two 
step and turn-turn," I say to myself. I 
smile at the crowd and absorb the spar-
kling atmosphere. 

The dances finish and my partner and 
I, along with the other 27 couples, sit 
down to a beautiful meal . Now we have 
time to relax. I no longer feel as if I am 
being continually watched. I walk 
around the hall and chat to my family 
and friends. It Is obvious everyone Is 
having a truly wonderful time. The 
band- Bliss-perform a selection of ro-
mantic tunes, and quickly the dance 
Door fills for a little hot-shoe shuffle. 

Soon 12 strikes and It Is time for the 
Warrandyte Uons Club 1999 Debulanle 
Ball to come lo a close. We all lake off 
our extravagenl oulflls and dress ready 
to party all night long. 

I looked al my beautiful gown. So 
much preparation had gone lnlo this 
one night, and now II was coming to an 
end. We had pul so much effort Into 
weeks of dance pracllce and endless 
shopping trips to find that perfect dress. 
I lhoughl back lo thal last dance prac-
tice, when I had wondered If II would be 
all worth Ibis one night. Bui now !here 
was no doubt in my mind. Every 
memory wvuld lasl forever. 

•••••••• 
Specialising in 
Children's and 
Adolescent Literature 

Telephone 9844 0233 
Shop 9, 250 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113 
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COLOR COPYING 
from 99¢ 
Digital printing 
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•zip• email 

The Ink Spot Instant Printing 
Factory 2, 34 Coolstore Road, Croydon 

Email: inkspot@bigpond.com 
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I Second Chance I 
: Furniture : 
I BEDS, BUNKS, DINING, I 

LOUNGES, DESKS, I WALL UNITS, COFFEE I 
TABLES.LAMPS, ETC. 
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I 90 Melbourne Hill Road I 
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I 9844 0488 I 
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Fashion for 
Tall Women 

The Long Tall Clothing Company 
spec,alizmg ,n clolhing des,gned 

for tan women 
hou<> 
Mai - Thu, 930 . 300 
Fnday 930 • 5 30 
Saturday 9 30 • 1 00 
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Wont it typed? 
Wont it quick? 
Wont it local? 

Wont a good price? 

Call Rainbow 
Secretarial SeNice on 

9844 2 139 

CIVIL MARRIAGE 
CELEBRANT 

• Wedding Ceremonies 
• Namings 

• Renewal of Vows 
• Personalised ceremonies 

for that special day 

JOHN BYRNE 
9844 2155 

Mobile 0418 995 189 

E; SSENTIALLY : 

______ :J-G.iR I I!\" E\1\1 \ 

EMMA, JO & LEANNE 

SPECIALISING IN 
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-a-9844 0898 

HOURS: ~ Mon to Fri: 9am-5.30pm 
Thurs Night: until 9pm 

Saturday: 8am-2pm --- -

104 YARRA ST 
WARRANDYTE 
Ne t to Video Store 



WARRANDYTE 
**GLASS** 

NOWIN 
SOUTH WARRANDYTE 
All types of glass, 
glazing, mirrors 

and repairs. 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 or 

Mobile: 0418 369 294 

Peter Wilson 
Handy1nan, 

Hom.e Maintenance 
& Gardencare 

Local & Reliable 

9844 0701 

Dave Graney 
will be performing LIVE 

i', [I]~ 11 J!V f; J [Ii'~ 3 I : ) 3 i. 
Tickets $22.50 per person for the performance. 

Pre-purchase of tickets necessary 
Call Wellers on 9712 0266. 

WELLERS RESTAURANT 

;:;";~;;;;; Travellers' traumas on 
Need to transport that bed or e th tr ts f D 

couch-doesn 'tfit intheboot? 1 e s ee O n.ome 
R~~~~a!~G;a~es •. , .. ,. • . . . _ . _ 

Phone 9844 4023 or 9844 4418 · 1r HE S1st1ne Chapel was meanness sprang into action . were the two hardened cnm1-
-------------------- - ~- -- -__. opulent , the rooms lull One hand clutched at my wal- nals threading their way across 

of Raphael paintings let whilst the other lashed out the manic traffic, one holding 
magnificent, but ulti- at the encroaching Romany aloft a gentleman's gold watch. 

ENVIRON MENTAL mately it is the people hands. When they reached the other 
that make a visit truly memo- "I'm not Japanese and I'm not side, they turned and whistled . 

• BU I LD ING rable. stupid ," I thought as I warded Another lour adolescent girls, 

N IL L U MB I K SURVEYORS 

A division of illumbik Shire Council 

0 Building Permits an d In pectio ns 
0 Applicalion check ing times to suit 

your needs 
0 Inspection times available 
0 pecialist advice in mud-brick 

construction 
0 Specialist advice o n termite protectio n 
0 Specialist advice o n bush-fire protection 

Nillumbik Environmental 
Building Surveyors 

Civic Drive, Greensborough 
PH: (03) 9433-3111 

PO Box 476 Greensborough 3088 
FAX: (03) 9432-9559 

Warrandyte 
Community Church 
57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 4148 

CONTEMPORARY 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
1 Dam Sundays including 

Sunday School and Child Care 

SPECIAL CHILDREN'S 
CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION 

December 12th, 1 Oam 
Bring the family 

After Singapore with its anti- off the attack. My mind raced one holding a one year-old 
septic order, Italy is refresh- back to our taxi driver's hand- baby, rushed onto the scene. 
ingly chaotic . talking and I started doing the They all appraised the watch 

It began with our meeting with same. then turned tail and headed off 
Silvia at Rome's airport. Clouds "Chiama la polizia1" I yelled into the Roman crowd. 
of brown curly hair, a long • • • • We regressed whilst my arms practised being Angelo's reaction of bored dis-
denim dress she'd need a shoe a helicopter. interest is hardest to come to 
horn to get into. And her mo- decades In The locals just walked by. terms with. Herself's nightmare 
bile phone. t f Meanwhile, my sense of viola- is to be given the job of teach-

As soon as she had identified · enns O tion was awakened and my ing Roman shopkeepers cus-
us as her "job," she began her sexism and heart was pounding. The two tamer relations. Service is con-
diatribe with Umberto. Umber- young girls surlied off as I made fused with servile and a Roman 
to was supposed to be driving multlculturlsm .. " a less than graceful escape to is never that. As a result family 
us to our hotel but he hadn't the hotel lobby. Inside, I feuds are conducted whilst you 
arrived . Actually, Silvia 's dia- thought, would be safety, un- are attempting to discuss the 
tribe was with fate, the hour of '-------~-~__, derstanding and concern. intricacies of Skinny milk . 
the day, the mobile itself and " I've just had an attempted Change is given by slapping it 
the fact that Umberto had explained whilst gesticulating pickpocketing by gypsies. " on the counter whilst the 
turned off his mobile and was with both of his own . Blank. shopkeeper's eyes are firmly 
now " incommunicato". He warned us about the gyp- "There are gypsies out there set on a mirror or a hologram 

We were very patient and sies who roam in packs . We and they are deliberately target- of imperial Rome that seems to 
Anglo Saxon for half an hour were assured that we would be ing people to rob." Smile. hover perpetually in the middle 
then tiredness started to bring safe as they preferred the Japa- "Do the police know they are dis tance. 
out my Italian ancestry. Whilst nese. "More money and more here?" A raised eyebrow. Opening hours are the same. 
I was inisting that Silvia put us stupid!" "Shouldn't we do something?" We have been conned by eco-
in a cab at the company's ex- So, by the time we had The Roman standing next to nomic rationalism that we must 
pense, Silvia was communicat- reached our hotel, we had re- me couldn't resist Involvement. work 365 days a year, 7 to 7, but 
ing with the rest of Rome on her gressed decades in terms of "It's Rome. It's a way of li fe!" not in Italy. How civilised. Per-
mobile, and between time, as- sexism and multiculturalism. and burst into laughter. Angelo, haps a 9 or 9.30 start, a siesta 
suring me that all would be well Actually our driver was behind the counter, is not given between I to 4 and close again 
in a "momenta" . wrong. I had just returned from to laughter but gave the closest at 9. 

Umberto didn't arrive but an- posting a letter and was within he could muster. Oh, and don't assume you can 
other man did. He was charm- 20 metres of my hotel door Herself was far more sympa- see any monument at any t ime. 
ing, remarkably calm and a when two young gypsies ap- thetic. Here I was suffering post- Nowadays lots of places are 
good driver. However, he did proached. One held a tattered trauma stress and all the locals shu t. Ou r own v i ll age in 
believe every woman driver to magazine in both hands and could do was laugh . Herself Tuscany closes Wednesday al-
be hopeless, using intersec- tried to place it under my chin; soothed my anguish and let me ternoons. 
lions for make-up sessions and between my eyes and her hands work th rough the entire crisis. In Rome, there's a large sign 
car journeys as mobile mobile and my wallet in my shirt Five minutes later I went to that reads, "Style Is an attitude, 
sessions. pocket. the window that over looks the not a size". I th ink we could do 

"No hands on the wheel," he In a split second my genetic Via de l Corso. T here be low with a lot more of those signs 
'------------------------------------+R--Au&tr-alfi!. h--------
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Greg Lloyd 
Licensed Roof Plumber 

Uc No: 31401 

Phone: (03) 9844 3619 
Mobile: 0411 267 490 

No Job Too Small --..J 

KUMON 
MATHS & ENGLISH 

Self-learning, Individual Programme 
2.5 Million Students Worldwide in 40 Countries 

Enrol Now 
Watch your child's improvement 

KUMON STUDY CENTRE 
WARRANDYTE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Mrs. Toshle Burke - (03) 9808 1139 or 0417 556 686 



Poisonous plants plot 
against pedesbians 
Il CURSED aloud. The pain 

was sudden, sickeningly 
sharp and all too familiar. 
I had been cut and the 
perpetrator was a plant-

a sedge to be more exact. In the 
process of pull ing up a handful 
of undesirable quaking grass, 
known also as shell grass after 
its nodding panicle of shell-
shaped flowers, I must have in-
advertently grabbed a leaf of 
carex sedge. I watched the 
blood ooze lrom my linger at an 
alarming rate. 

Carex is not the on ly sedge 
capable of inflicting such flesh 
wounds. Gahnia and lepido-
sperma-saw and sword 
sedges respectively-will do 
the same. And the mechanism 
they use is a row of minute 
glass-like silica spicules situ-
ated along the leaf edge. Grass 
blades-now there's an appro-
priate word-can also cut 
finely; like paper. 

Stemming the flow of blood 
with a tightly bound tissue, I 
moved on . So far It had not been 
a good morning. Earlier, while 
traipsing through dense vegeta-
tion at the river's edge, I had 
brushed against the dark green 
serrated leaf of a nettle. Almost 
immediately my forearm turned 
red. Raised white lumps ap-
peared. This nettle is a native 
and not the same species that 
grows wild in damp ditches of 
the English countryside, how-
ever, it does have the same 
stinging properties. The modi-
fied hai r s on the surface of 
leaves are hollow and contain 
poison, the main constituent of 
which is h istamine. It was his-
tamine that stimulated the sen-
sory nerves in my skin and di-
lated the blood vessels, causing 
the pain and redness . 

My second unpleasant en-
counter was with a bundle of 

By PAT COUPAR 
Drawn by MELANIE COUPAR 
blackberries. I became snagged. 
Extricating myself from the 
clinging canes resulted in a 
thorn becoming deeply embed-
ded in my thumb. It would re-
qui re some pain ful digging out 
when I returned home. 

The relaxing stroll by the 
river, intended as an antidote to 
a stressful week, was turning 
into a botanical nightmare. The 
plants were conspiring against 
me. Or so it seemed. In reality I 
had run into a number of de-
fenses developed by the plants 
to stop animals from eating 
them. Thorns , spines, needles 
and silica blades are adequate 
mechanical deterrents , but 
their most lethal weapon is 
chemical. Various poisonous 
compounds of bitter alkaloids, 
irritant acids , tannins, oils, sa-
pon ins and glycosides are 
manufactured and stored by 
the plant in its leaves , seed 
pods, berries, bulbs and flow-
ers . A single oleander flower 
co ntains enough poison to 
make a child seriously ill. 

Poisonous plants abound in 
Warrandyte's gardens . The 
sticky milky sap of the all too-
popular agapanthus can cause 
ulceration of the mouth; dallo-
di I bulbs , ii eaten, result in 
gastro-enteritis and convul-
sions; daphne, primula and 
philodendron leaves all contain 
poisonous compounds, as do 
the pods of wisteria and the 
kernels of apricots . 

Environmental weeds, like ivy, 
broom, honeysuckle and rag-
wort, found in bushland around 

Warrandyte, are all toxic in one 
way or another. And some of 
Warrandyte 's indigenous spe-
cies, although not deadly, 
should also be treated with cau-
tion . Among those under suspi-
cion are the scrambling clema-
tis, ground-hugging pratia, na-
tive buttercups and lobelia, 
while the succulent, paradoxi-
cally sweet blue berries of flax-
lilies are also regarded as poten-
tially poisonous. 

Careful handling and simply 
being aware will keep most 
adults safe. Those most at risk 
are infants and inquisitive chil-
dren . Yet not all plant toxins are 
bad. In fact a great many drugs, 
excluding herbal remedies, are 
derived from naturally occur-
ring products . Digitalis-the 
heart drug-is obtained from 
foxgloves; ephedrine-a com-
mon compound of cold and flu 
tablets-comes from a small, 
primitive Chinese plant and 

" ... brushed against the dark 
green serrated leaf of a 
nettle ... " 

morphine-the most ellective 
of all analgesics-is extracted 
from the opium poppy. Poison-
ing is often a matter of how 
much. Get the dose right and a 
potential poison can be a life-
saving medicine, while the re-
verse is also true. 

For the first time that morn-
ing I noticed a tingling in my 
nose and my eyes were starting 
to itch-the first symptoms of 
hay fever, an allergic reaction to 
mi cros copic pollen grains. 
Wrapped in thoughts of danger-
ous mechanical and chemical 
devices, I had forgotten the mis-
ery grasses and other flowering 
plants can deliver to sullerers 
at this time ol year. 

I had been stung, stabbed , cu t 
and now this. The conspi racy of 
plants was too much. I turned 
for home. 

• Recommended reading: 
Some Plants Are Poisonous by 
Sally Wilson (Reed Books). 

Sporting chance in the rag trade 
[ffi ARRISTERS and psy-

chiatrists notoriously 
roar along the road to 
wealth way over the 
speed lim it, whilst the 

rest of us struggle to get the ja-
lopy out of reverse. There must 
be a more easily achievable oc-
cupation which will guarantee 
a lifetime of chardonnay and 
comfort. One which readily 
leaps to mind, ii you have teen-
agers enthusiastic about sport, 
is the business of manufactur-
ing sports uniforms. 

Sport of course is a wonder-
ful thing. Most parents under-
stand this , and at the fi rst sign 
of little Johnnie aiming bat at 
ball with any degree of accu-
r acy, o ff he o r she goes t o 
cricket or tennis or whatever. 

It's such an exciting time . 
Young Johnnie revels in the op-
portuni ty to work off a bit of 
excess kinetic energy in a man-
ner guaranteed to att ract the 
applause of devoted parents, 
who are either (a) basking in 
the heartwarm ing bel ief t hat 
Johnnie is a great little chip off 
the old block, or (b) genuinely 
amazed and possibly somewhat 
bewil dered by this ext raordi-
nary ollspr ing who, at the ten-
der age of six, has achieved a 
level of competencr that they 
could only dream o . 

Little does Johnnie (or the 
blameless parents) suspect 
what is to come. If you con-
ducted a survey of parents of 
preschool-aged children, the 
pe r ce ntage w ho would v is-
ual ise their fu t ure teenagers 
spending almost every waking 
moment in uniform, following 
strict and rigidly enforced 
rules, would be fairly close to 
zero. After all, didn't we, the 
baby boomers, take most of the 
initiative in the anti-Vietnam, 
anti-conscription rall ies? 

Well , I can promise you, it hap-
pens. In the nicest possible way, 
of course. By the time he or she 
is about nine, the snowball is 
already in motion . You ng 
Johnnie plays his/her fi rst real 
tennis match in a Section 27 
team with much older kids and 
the whole family burs ts with 

Australian Bowl Company 
EXHIBITIONS 

November 6-21 st 
Exhibition of recent 
works by Lynda 
Tyzack, Margaret 
Holloway, Yvonne 
Strik, Alida Parkinson, 
Judi Mccrum 

December 1st 
Graduating Exhibition 
Chisholm Institute of 
TAFE, 
Opening Wednesday, 
at 6.30pm 
by Barry Hayes 

148 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYT£. PHONE 9844 1025 

pride. 
The snowball stealthily gains 

momentum. Predictably, John-
nie's best friend plays basket-
ball , and before you know it, 
young Johnnie is down at their 
court as well. The basketball 
coach, having noticed Johnnie's 
much-sought-alter ability to 
catch the ball more often than 
he/she drops it, issues an invi-
tation to join the Under I Is. The 
proud parents, delighted that 
somebody has spotted their 
child's talent, eagerly consent. 
Within I 2 months , young 
Johnnie is the mainstay of the 
team, attends two coaching ses-
sions per week and regularly 
!i lls in for another team at a 
neighbouring club which plays 
in a dillerent competition. 

Meanwhile, the school house 
sports reveal the fact that this 
wonderchild is the second fast-
est sprinter in the grade. Sub-
sequent success at long jump, 
shot putt and relay leave his/ 
her heaving little chest covered 
in beribboned glory. Cameras 
click, shoulders are hugged and 
patted, and at the next oppor-
tunity, Dad lands Johnnie in sev-
enth heaven at Little Athlet ics. 
Not only does this venue pro-
vide constant encouragement 
and a st ring o f medals, but 
Johnnie's two younger siblings 

• Felling 
• Shaping 
• Complete 

Removal 

can enrol as well. This saves a 
lot of running about on Satur-
day mornings. Tennis is easily 
relocatable to a Sunday compe-
tition , so everything lits in re-
ally well . 

Sound familiar? The tally so 
far is one set of tennis gear, two 
or three basketball uniforms 
(singlets, shorts , I-shirts and 
tracksuits), multiple school uni-
forms and school sports uni-
forms, and three Little AthJet-
ics outfits (t-shirt, shorts for 
normal competition. with a 
tracksuit and different uniform 
for major events). Not to men-
tion a vast array of tennis 
shoes, basketball boots, school 
shoes , runners, spikes and 
countless opportunities to pur-
chase commemorative cloth-
ing. 

It gets worse. Our I 3 year-old 
is entering the realm where a 
whole new uniform is designed 
for a specific weekend of com-
petition . Four I-shirts, shorts, 
and tracksuit are compulsory in 
addition to the actual athletics 
outfits , and the whole lot is 
valid for either one , two or 
three minutes on the track, de-
pending on how many heats 
you get through in what is basi-
cally a one-minute event. 

I'm definitely in the wrong 
business! 

Experienced • 
Climber 

Fully Insured • 
Free Quotes • 

• : I I I. 
FOR EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

LARGE RANGE OF BARE-ROOTED TREES & ROSES 
• SEEDLINGS ALL $1 .95 PUNNET • SHRUBS FROM $4 
• PEA STRAW: $6.50 BALE • CARPET ROSES: $10.50 

LADIES DAY - FRIDAYS - 10% OFF 
RON C.DAY 
9844 3329-9844 1568 
PICK UP & DELIVERY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE 

St Stephen 's Anglican Church 
Stiggants Street, Warrandyte 

PET BLESSING SERVICE 
for 

"ALL CREATURES GREAT & SMALL" 
Date: Sunday, November 28th 

Time: 3pm 
ALL WELCOME 

Enquiries: Rev. Garry Gason, 9844 3473 

WARRANDYTE 
VETERINARY CLINIC 

Mon-Fri: 9.J0-1 lam & 4pm-6.30pm 
acurday: 9.30am-l 2 noon 

We carry a full 
pet product range 

Catering for all small animals, 
exotics and wildlife. 

Dr Derek J. Fairley (BV. .J 
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Wammdyte 

Consu ltation by Appointment-Phone 9 44 3071 

• • • • -----------TAR I A · ST I I If 

VIDEO 
NOVEMBER NEW RELEASES ... 

• TRUE CRIME • STILL CRAll • MADELINE 
• THE OTHER SISTER • PRINCE OF EGYPT 

• WHAT BECOMES Of THE BROKEN HEARTED 
• AT FIRST SIGHT • MATRIX • A CML ACTION 

• ARLINGTON ROAD • DEEP END OF THE OCEAN 
106 Yl<RRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113 

PHONE 9844 0544 
10AM-9PM SUNDAY TO THURSDAY 
1 0 AM· 1 OrM FRID AY TO SATURDAY 

• e e 
SUPPORT LOCAL TRAD&RS 

bradley curtis 
ELECTRICIAN 

• Domestic 
• Commercial 
• Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

WAXING, 
MASSAGE 

At your place 
At your convenience 

Mobile Service 
Highly Qualified 

Professional Therapist 
18 years experience 

Phone 9844 1796 
Mobile 0417 188179 
for an appointment 
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MO ERS, CHAINSAWS, BLOWERS, 
BRUSH CUTTERS 

SALES SERVICE, SPARE PARTS AND EXPERT ADVICE 

All THE LEADI G BRANDS INCLUDING 
MASPORT, ROVER, VICTA. ECHO, 

KAWASAKI , SHINDAIWA, JONSERED, 
ATOM. GRANBERG AND MORE! 

JACKSON COURT 
MOWERS PLUS 

16 JACKSON COURT 
EAST 00 CASTER 

9848 2118 

TAXATION ANO ACCOUNTING 
• To ot,on Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement Service 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 

HAM 
CRAFT 
MARKET 
ARTHUR STREET 
9am-2pm 

FEB to OCT: 
1st Sunday 
NOV & DEC: 
1st & 3rd Sundays 

Enquiries: 9444 7833 

MR. JULJS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

INCLUDING: 
• Slashing • Gutters 

• Fire Prevention Cleanups 

Photte PHIL PETERSEN 
91+1- 0155 o-+1 m 9o-+ o 

SUPPORTLOCALTRADERS 

GEOFF FELTHAM 
WALL & FLOOR TILER 

Ph: 9844 2955 MOBILE: 0417 548 152 

_., - Cate,iug? 
Call the 
Culiua,y 
Wiza,d 
9844 3269 

·-------· I TIMBER STAINING I 
I MUDBRICK & CEMENT I 
: * RendeMng 11 * Repairs 
11 * Colour Matching 11 * Waterproofing 
I I 
I Ring MICHAEL 1 
I on 9712 0436 1 ·-------· 

VICTORIAN 
SCREEN DOORS 

Quality 
Reproduction 

Joinery 
Doors & M antelpieces 
Inserts and Renovation 

Components 

EDTI'ORIALAND 
ADVERTISING COPY 

DEADLINE 
CLOSES LAST FRIDAY 

Of THE MONTH r--------------------------~ I 
I 
I 
PLUMBER AND GASFITTER 1 

I 
CO CESSIO S TO PENSIONERS 

I Electric Sewer Cleaner Available- JO David Rd, WARRANDYTE 
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 

I 
I 
I ~--------------------------~ TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION 

SALES AND SERVICE 
Service to all makes of Television, Video Cassettes, 
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, Antenna Systems Installed. 
SERVICING THE AREA FOR 30 YEARS 

Ph: 9844 3970 Mob: 018 175 274 27 Mitchell Ave Warrandyte 3113 

WINES OF THE MONTH 

152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte • Phone 9844 3282 • Mobile EFTPOS Facilities 

Travelling north 
on Highway 1 
1r HIS instalment 

takes me from 
New outh Wales 
11110 Queensland, 
continuing north-

ward along Highway I. 
I stayed nearly a week with 

my retired , hut still very ac-
tive, great aunt and uncle in 
Yamba . a pleasant seaside 
town where I briefly became 
quite the local celebrity, with 
an articl e in their newspaper 
and lots or social outings. 

I camped. first night onward, 
at Hastings Point , a nonde-
script yet beautiful stretch of 
the Tweed coastline . The 
scenery is all beautiful up this 
way. Hastings Point juts out 
into th e ocean creating the 
feeling that I could almost be 
surfing or sailing out into the 
Pacific as th e waves break 
each side or me in my salty 
haven on the rocks. 

Spring is just beginning as I 
head south for the day and at 
about the 40km point turn in-
land to enjoy a relaxing break-
fast in the lazy, wide-streeted 
town of Bangalow. It is an 
unspoilt , down-to-earth place 
with a lovely village atmo-
sphere, which as a Warran-
dytian I can relate to with 
easy familiarity. The smiling 
locals welcomed a chat as 
they went about their busi-
ness in the most laid-back 
manner. It made me feel good 
to be here, nestled amongst 
the hills that reminded me so 
much of home. 

I ride on. My destination is 
on the far side of Lismore. 
Easy I thought , but the roads 
are wandering and poorly 
marked. It took some guess-
work, and to my surprise, I 
found myself on the correct 
road (OK, so the scruffy, bare-
foot , tracky pant-wearing 
hitchhikers were better 
guides than any signposts). 

Twisting and turning, pro-
gressively narrowing, giving 
no indication of what lay 
ahead , I left the heavy, almost 
spicy smell of harvesting 
sugar cane behind me and 
now my nostrils picked up 
another even more exotic 
scent , this one acrid-sweet 
and slightly smoky (source 
unknown). 

On arrival at my destination, 
offers to personally acquaint 
myself with it were plentiful. 
If you have not yet worked out 
where I am, it is Nimbin, the 
hippie and feral counter cul-
ture capital of Australia . A 
definite "must not miss" on 
any travelling itinerary. Real 
life movie scenes play forth 
around me as I weave my way 
through and between the var-
ied characters and "sets". 
Strangely imaginative cos-
tumes and unexpected hap-
penings appear and pass . The 
locals seem to be great gar-
deners and bakers, selling 
their home produce from in-
formal roadside stalls co-

View from 
Gibraltar Range 

National Park. 
Catherene was 

taking the photo. 

Catherene before the mast. She goes a little further 
north each month. 

By CATHERENE SELBY' 
opted from park benches and 
car bonnets . 

As the clouds grey, I take 
myself out of this pretty, 
mountainous, fairy tale-like 
place along roads that be-
come increasingly wider and 
of better condition , emerging 
back into the reality of con-
ventional civilization, just a 
little stunned and ready to 
move on to my next destina-
tion. 

After about six weeks in 
N.S.W. I finally cross its north-
ern border, "Aye".• 

I was sitting, minding my 
own business on the side of 
the road just south of the toll 
at Gateway Bridge, Brisbane, 
when who should roll up in a 
convertible jeep, CDs blaring 
and sunnies wrapped firmly 
on, but a blast from the 
Warrandyte past. Previously 
residing only doors from the 
Grand Hotel in a mudbrick 
house opposite the Yarra 
River, and mostly sighted on 
summer afternoons on his 
balcony turning sausages and 
onions on thebarbecue with 
his friends . For those who 
have not guessed, I write of 

Geoff Williams . Those who 
remember him will be glad to 
know he is suffering only a 
mild case of mid-life crisis, 
and sharing a happy home 
with partner Colleen and fami-
lies (complete with Buddy the 
staffordshire puppy) and 
terrorising the northern sub-
urbs of Brisbane, "Aye". 

Other familiar faces from 
Warrandyte I managed to 
catch up with were Alisha and 
Erik Bumbers who are kept 
busy running a seven-day-a-
week auto accessory shop in 
Maroochydore. 

Both families are very 
happy living in the sun, 
savouring the relaxed lifestyle 
here and showing no signs of 
plans to return south, "Aye". 

The new season has begun 
right on cue. The sun is warm, 
the rain has dried up, and the 
holiday atmosphere is with 
me. I am truly over the bor-
der into Queensland now, 
"Aye". 

*NOTE: The term "Aye" 
creeps into all manner of con-
versation when communicat-
ing with the natives, that is 
Queenslanders. It is always 
said in a lower tone than the 
rest of the sentence, in a simi-
lar way to an executive say-
ing "stop" as he punctuates 
letters when dictating to his 
secretary. 



1212 Il WAS born in Warrandyte on Octo-UU ber 4, 1913, and have lived here 
most of my life. I had a younger 
brother and a sister and we lived 
near the corner of Harris Gully and 

Gold Memorial roads. There were two perma-
nent houses and three weekenders there at the 
time. 

"Dad had a poultry farm first. Then he went 
to World War I and when he returned he be-
came a builder. 

"I started at Warrandyte Primary School in 
1919. Mary Aumann , from the orchard up on 
Harris Gully Road, took me to school on the 
first day. The school had one room. I had boots 
on but a lot of the children had bare feet. There 
was one teacher for 40 children for all grades. 
All children up to fourth grade were taught by 
eighth grade monitors from the eighth . When 
I left there were three teachers. 

"The only way to get to Melbourne was by 
horse coach to Heidelberg or Ringwood early 
in the morning, then catch a train to 
Melbourne. The coach to Heidelberg returned 
about 10 o'clock with the mail and newspa-
per. People picked these up from the post of-
fice. The township had four shops-two gro-
cers, the butcher and baker-two hotels , the 
post office and hall. There were two tele-
phones, one at Jack Moore's store and one at 
the Grand Hotel. 

"Water was run off the roof and had to be 
stored in tanks. When it was frosty the tanks 
would freeze. The Yarra River flooded over the 
main road below the post office and the cricket 
ground. The Recreation Reserve flood ed up 
to the goal posts . T~ere was a water wheel that 
ran a battery for th e mining almost opposite 
the which was near the present post office. 
We spent a lot of time fishing and swimming 
in th e river. The main road was metalled , but 
most of the others were dirt tracks. 

"The only two industries were orcharding 
and cutting fire wood . The orchardists had to 
spend one day going to the Melbourne mar-
ket to sell their fruit the next morning, and the 
rest of the day returning home. Th e wood-cut-
ters spent one day cutting a load of wood , the 
next delivering to Heidelberg or Balwyn . 

1212 cc OUNCILLORS were elected on UU a policy of roads , roads and 
roads . The locals form ed a 
progress association and held 
monthly meetings to urge the 

counci l to greater works . 
'" l left school in sixth grade and went to 

Caulfi eld Tech. I lived with my aunty down in 
Caulfi eld and delivered papers on the 
push bike for five shillings a week. I did a year 
at th e technical school and got my the Merit 
Certific ate. Th en I was apprenticed to a 
plumber, but he went broke after six months. 
So I came home and went to work at Huntis 
Plumbing in Ringwood . I rode my push bike to 
Ringwood and also had to ride to Croydon and 
Fern tr e Gully when they had work over there. 

"In 1925 the first motor coach began running 
to Melbourne which meant people could live 
in Warrandyte and work in the city. By 1930 
bitumen, and el ectric light reached the town 
and the telephone system spread all over. 
Motor cars were improving, land was cheap 
and more people came to live in the town , so 
more money was available to spend on roads . 

"In the 1930s my brother Ernest, Syd 
Houghton and I went to Mildura grape pick-
ing. We came home with 20 pounds each, 
which was a lot of money in those days. I went 
back to pick grapes a second time and stayed 
there for six years. We camped and trapped 
rabbits and cooked them. We also sold them 
for threepence a pair. We'd get 50 pair a night 
using traps. 

"Then we won a fencing job on a property 
with two miles of frontage to the Darling and 
25 miles back. We put a fence all around and 
then it was subdivided. It took about two years 
and we did miles and miles of fencing. i was 
there for two Christmases. The boss invited 
us home for Christ ma dinner. The irrigation 
blocks in the subdivision were about 20 acres . 
My partner Charlie and I moved houses from 
returned soldiers' farms in the Malice to these 
fruit blocks. 

"I came home in 1939 just alter the fir s to 
help my father rebuild. Then World War 2 
broke out. I was in the 7th Battalion militia in 
Mildura part-time for about 12 months and had 

I 

emor1es 
a war 

Alex Edwards of Yarra Street 
has lived in Warrandyte most 
of his 86 years . He told 
ROBYN JEANS his story. 

transferred to the 39th in Hawthorn. Then I 
joined the 217th battalion AIF and went to the 
war for six years. 

"Our battalion trained up at Puckapunyal 
and were the first to go overseas. I left on April 
15, 1940. We went to Egypt and the Libya cam-
paign. When we came back from the desert 
we went over to Greece. We were there two or 
three weeks and then moved to the Domokas 
Pass. On Anzac Day 1942 we were evacuated 
on a ship which was bombed and sunk . The 
British destroyer Defender rescued us and 
dropped us at Crete. We'd lost all our equip-
ment and arms. 

"They rearmed us on Crete with loose am-
munition. We had to load one bullet at a time. 
We had no water bottles. The Germans para-
chuted on us. We counter-attacked. I was a 
corporal in the assault section of the pioneers. 
There were only 11 men left in our platoon 
We fell back. We were the rear guard and the 
rest passed through us. The German infantry 

didn't bother us but their aircraft followed us 
all the way. We were to hold our position the 
next day and the day after. 

"About 6 o'clock that night the signal came 
up there were no more British boats coming 
in to remove us. owe went down to the beach 
and we got there just as the last boat wa pull-
ing out : The colonel said he was going to sur-
render the battalion and anybody who wanted 
could take to the hill . Three of us-Harrv 
Lang, Jacky Lester and I-were sneaking along 
the beach when we saw this landing barge. We 
got a rope and pull ed it ashore. There was wire 
around the two propellers. We managed to 
clear one and by the time we cleared it there 
were about 150 men on board . 

"We set orr and there was an island about 
two mile away with a high cliff with a sort of 
a cave in it. We put the barg, in there There 
was water on the i land so we got all tht' wa-
ter we could. The next day we ran out of petrol 
We tried to make sails, but we just drifted 

north . For the first eight days we had a cup of 
water and one biscuit each. then for the next 
five days th ere was half a cup o f water and a 
biscuit. It was a crowded, tense time 

"We drifted across to Libya in Africa and 
landed between the English lines and the Ger-
man lines. The English looked alter us . I had 
malaria and dysentery and went to hospital. 
Alter this I was promoted to sergeant. We went 
t o Syr ia. They thought the Germans might 
come down through yria . 

1212 THE the Japanese came. \\.e UU were going to go lo \!alaysia 
but Malaysia fell and we 
stopped at Ceylon for about 10 
weeks , ! remember steaming 

ou t of the Ceylon harbour and the band on 
the Engl ish cruiser was playing Run , Rabbit, 
Run! 

•we had 22 days leave and then we went to 
New Guinea. I was promoted to lieutenant, I 
was explosives expert in the battalion and I 
was wounded by a booby trap in . lilne Bay 
and lost the sight of one eye. I came back 
home. went to hospital then on to en ineer-
ing school in Sydney for six months. 

"In 1944 the battalion "'as reformed and we 
went back to ew Guinea We were cleaning 
up gear the Yanks had left behind. The} 
couldn't take two bulldozers with them so they 
covered them up. We went and dug them up. 
There were tanks all over the place By this 
time we were attached to the engineer . We 
built a bridge over the Dan map Ri\"er. It "as 
350 spans, and when it was finished a h1g ram 
came and it flooded The river didn't run un-
der the bndge. it ran around th side,-! 

"It ,,as live day march from th a1rl eld .. t 
Aitape down the coa t to thP Danmap Rn•er 
and up to :\.laprik. I was instructed to con.·truct 
a complete line of commumc lion and an air-
strip o, er the Torricelli , lountains near 
Maprik. Gidgee, a. 'ew Guinea na 1,·e ·ho ,eel 
me how to get over the hills I then had 5 men 
prepare a jeep track and an airstrip usmg only 
normal pioneer platoon equipment. The con-
ditions were really difficult. I had little engi• 
neering experience, but we mana.'. d with the 
help of 300 natives. The airstrip m ant a 20 
minute march to the camp at , 1aprik in ·tead 
of the live or ix day· it took from A1tapt' air--
field 

• Alter this we went back down to 1! p \e 
were involved in an outflan in movement. 
Three fighter planes attacked an airh Id \\e 
had 15 mortar bomb \'e put a mok bomb 
on the airstrip and a plane came in and 
bombed it. This happened three tun ·. 

1212 w:y E move<l in andtook the po-UU sit1on "'ithout lIrm{! a hot 
The next da\ or th da af-
ter, we were goma to attack 
another position and wa 

on the phone about placing mortar bombs 
when an Australian colonel brol-e 11110 thP line 
and aid. ·Cease ho ti Ii ties again. t Japan', and 
that wa the end of the war. 

"I wa a" arded the :\1BE for commandine1 e 
wo rk in Ne\\ Guinea I al o rece1ved , com--
memorat1,·e medallion and an a\\ard fron the 
Gret'k government for the "'ork "e did 1ere 
during 19-10--4 1 I came back home and wa. 
d ischarged on Oc tober I , 19-15 alter I~ to 
day service overseas 

"I started taking building jobs and built three 
'spec· h o us es, t el eph one exchan •t•s for 
Ericssons and contract ed to build [lrt•tabn-
cat ed sleepouts for the Housin • Cornmiss1011 
I worked my business up from then• 

"I married Audrey tiller, a local gi rl in 1arch 
!94i . As a small child Audrey lived n i.t Ora. 
which "'as demolished bv the fl o<><.t · :c n jJe · 
the candle shop is no~ on that :1tt' the 
1930s .\udre · lived at the Recr atwn Re,t'TV 
111 th e building later known a · tht• \\l11te 
House. which \\as renovated h, her latht'r He 
also built the hall there. \-\'e both \\ t'r t to 
school in Warrandytt•, but at d1 fft·r ·nt t1111e · 
We knew of each other. we a\\ ,, ch other 
around tlw to"' n. Wl' met again at the · t•l-
come homt•' shows at the Rccreatwn R, ·l rn• 

"I built our hou e and \\ Ork hop l>II ,ma 
:1r,et 111 19-17. We had two . on: and ,\ d,1u •h-
t t•r Our house had a ont"-lire shl\ e, l p ·11 fi re 
and ice che t. Jack e( p dl•livert'\I the ice I 
r •t ired 111 1972 and I kept a IM_', H • •tabil· :ar-
den which people oftt>n , toppt•d tl> admire · 
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Creek kids tread the boards 
Il N one night, you can sing 

along to the Spice Girls, go on 
a misadventure In outer 
space, boogie in a 1960s 
dlscoteque and learn a moral 

lesson about contemporary lire. 
Children al Anderson's Creek Pri-

mary School went on a lour 
through llme and space al their an-
nual production last month. The 
program, which ran across two 
weel<s, featured four plays from dif-
ferent year levels. 

The Preps performed The Colour 
Faclory, a story about disillusioned 
workers In a colour faclory learn-
ing about each other's value. 

Grades 1 and 2 did Feel Like 
Rockln, with Elvis and Abba music. 

Grades 3 and 4 look the audience 
Into cyberspace wilb Cyberklds, 
when a group of children gel 
trapped In a computer. 

And grades 5 and 6 completed the 

line-up with Kids In Space, a futuris-
tic version of an age-old problem: 
sibling rivalry. 

Grades I lo 4 performed In the 
first week of lhe program, and 
preps, fives and s ixes In the second. 

The Colour Factory showed all the 
colours of lhe rainbow coming out 
and showing their stuff. From the 
blue team, there was a blueberry, a 
bluebird and a Carlton supporter. 
From the reds, there were apples 
and a stop sign. 

There were also The Village 
People and The Supremes, who 
didn 't seem to be playing for any 
parllcular team, but succeeded In 

bringing out the "oohs and aahs" 
from the audience. 

Tamlyn Mokaraka, a five-year-old 
Supreme whose sequinned dress 
and hip-swinging gave her the stage 
presence Madonna would envy, 
struggled to pinpoint the secret to 
her success. 
, Tamlyn, what exactly makes 

someone a great Supreme? 
"Uuum ... You have lo do what Ms 

Mason tells you to do," she said. 
Ms Brooke Mason, director of The 

Colour Factory, said she bad lo do 
little telling. "Every time I men-
tioned the play or reheasals they all 
gol so excited," she said. 

Ms Andrea Leader, director of 
Kids In Space also said the students 
enjoyed the preparation. "The chil-
dren were just so creative," she 
said. "We had an Ideas box In the 
classroom, and II was just brimming 
with suggestions," she said. 

LEFT. Kids 
In Space. 
FAR LEFT: 
The Colour 
Factory. 

INAUGURAL CAR 
SPECTACULAR 

• TERRACE • GAMING ROOM 

$900 
our progressive total 

of monies channeled 
back into our local 

businesses. 

WEEKLY MEMBERS DRAW WINNERS 
can redeem their vouchers at the following participating businesses: 

Australiana Aspect, Australian Bowl Company, Chaff Shed Produce & Pet 
Supplies, Earthart, Essence of Australia, Essentially Hair by Emma, Eyes on 
Warrandyte, Fit in Time Health & Centre Cons, Goldfields Bed & Breakfa~t, 
Grand Hotel, Hairline Shop, Harvey World Travel, John & D Motors, Julie 
Sutherland Massage Therapist, Leather Lasts Gallery, Marris Meats, Needles 
& Pins, Rainbow IGA, Ratty & Moles Riverbank Antiques, Seafood by the 
Yarra, Second Chance Furniture, Streamline Wetsuits, Teddys, The Veterinary 
Surgery (Nth W), Warrandyte Hardware, Warran Glen Nurseries, Warrandyte 
Antiques, Way Ahead, What's Old - The Club Store, Warrandyte Flower 
Basket, Warrandyte Newsagency, Warrandyte Pharmacy, Yarra Street Video 

December 5, 1999 
From 10.00 am 

Classic Cars, Street Rods, 
Street Machine and Performance Cars!! 

Wonga Park Cricket Club 
Launders Avenue, Wonga Park 

Melways 24:Fl 2 

For further details contact 
Ross Hughes 9722 1853 Graeme Redman 9722 1252 

Trophies • Band Bar • Trade stands 

ROTARY CLUB OF WARRANDYTE 



ABOVE: Babe Stewart and her 
wartime bus. RIGHT Babe in 

her later years. 

PHYL DUNN 

Pioneering 
potter 

BY JO LAURENCE Il T IS w ith great sad-
ness that we report 
the death of Phyl 
Dunn on October I 7, 
1999. Phy! originally 

came to Warrandyte after 
World War II to study paint-
Ing with DanllaVasslllef , 
but ended up staying to 
work as a potter wltfa Reg 
Preston. Reg had been r e-
luctant to talce Phyl on as 
an apprentice, but did so 
because Danila had said he 
thought Phyl had great po-
tential as a potter. 

Phyl spent 1954-55 In Lon-
don doing formal training 
there at the Central School 
of Arts. She returned to 
Warrandyte In 1956 to 
again work with Reg 
Preston and married him In 
1958. That was the year she 
and Reg, plus Gus McLaren, 
Arthur Halpern, Charles 
Wilton and John and Betty 
Hipwell established Potters 
Cottage. The National Gal-
lery of Victoria acquired 
one of Phyl's distinctive 
earthenware decorated 
with wax resist bowls from 
the first exhibition held by 
Potters Cottage In 1958. 

She had a solo exhibition 
at the Argus Gallery In 
1962, then she and Reg 
started exhibiting In craft 
association shows and 
many travelling exhibi-
tions. They worked In 
earthenware untU 1967 
then changed to stoneware, 
which was more durable. 

Phy) later also worked In 
porcelain. 

She became one of 
Australia's leading women 
potters and those who ac-
q ulred any of her work will 
always cherish It. Over the 
years at Potters Cottage, 
Phyl worked tire lessly with 
the co-operative, setting up 
many exhibitions of work 
by a multitude of artists. 
Her main aim was the pro-
motion of hand-made Aus-
tralian pottery. 

Reg and Phyl moved away 
from Warrandyte to 
Woolamal In 1982 when the 
co-operative sold Potters 
Cottage. At Woolamal they 
continued to create pottery 
until Phyl's health declined. 
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HILMA STEWART 

She drove for 
Warrandyte 

BY SONJA WOLF 

]F EOPLE who lived in the 
Warrandyte district during 
World War 2 may remem 
ber Hilma (Babe) Stewart 
who drove the buses for 

Warrandyte, Ringwood, Wantirna and 
the army camp at Park Orchards. 

Babe died in Yackandandah on Oc-
tober 21 , 1999, and alter a memorial 
service in Croydon, her ashes were the 
first to be placed in the new niche wall 
at Anderson's Creek Cemetery. The 
ashes of her late husband, Vlggo, who 
died in 1971, were placed in the adjoin-
ing niche. 

Hilma was born in Richmond to Elsie 
and Richard Berger on May I 6, 1911 , 
the second of lour daughters. Her real 
name was not much used, as she had 
many nicknames, until, as a teenager 
she was called Babe , and that one 
stuck. In Warrandyte she was Babe or 
Auntie Babe to everyone. 

Her lather had taken up a few acres 
in Park Orchards. The family experi-
enced pioneer life, from living in a cov-
ered wagon , building a log cabin cov-
ered in wattle-and-daub and struggling 
to make productive land of the rough 
stony country. They developed an egg 
and dressed poultry business. 

Babe's lather enlisted in World War 
I, so Elsie and the children stayed in 
Richmond for a few years, where Babe 
started school. As soon as Richard 
returned they moved back to the bush. 
Babe attended the Warrandyte school 

until the South Warrandyte school 
could be reached . Both these schools 
were a long way from Knees Road , 
Park Orchards and their long walks 
would have been through native scrub 
with a few fences to guide them. Their 
little tracks have since become named 
roads. 

At just 14, Babe took herself off to 
Melbourne, lied about her age, and got 
a job. She soon established herself as 
an expert in the shoe-making industry. 
For the next 11 years she lived in 
Melbourne during the week, and in 
Park Orchards for weekends and holi-
days. 

In the Warrandyte district she en-
joyed all the traditi onal pursuits: 
horse-riding, country dances, trips on 
motor bikes and, of course, the Yarra 
River. When she was 21 she bought 
herself a good piano and tonk lessons. 
She also learned ca llisthenics and 
dancing and became known for her 
spontaneous tap dancing. 

In 1936 she and Viggo Stewart mar-
r ied and they took up an orcharding 
property between South Warrandyte 
and Wonga Park. Their first child, 
Sonja, was born in I 938, a year of 
droughts and a season of heatwaves 
and fires . The infamous, horrific Black 
Friday fires in January 1939 wiped out 
all their trees and all their future plans. 

When war was declared, Viggo en-
listed and was soon off to Syria. Babe 
and Sonja moved to Ringwood , and in 
1940 Babe became a bus driver. Even 
though her bus driving lasted barely 

JAMES WRIGHT 

three years the experiences were o 
dramatic. fearful and funny, that they 
remained her most powerful memories 
She is remembered in the d1stnct for 
her great war effort and wonderful 
spirit. 

Vlggo had some leave between • yna 
and New Guinea. and as a result their 
son Robert was born in October 1944. 

Alter the war they renovated York 
Cottage in Yarra Street It was demol-
ished in the 19 Os for a shopping cen-
tre. The ash tree there was once part of 
the cottage garden 

The family became involved in almost 
every aspect of hie in \\arrandyte foot-
ball. cricket . tennis. R L dances and 
theatre presentations . They were 
among the first members of the 
Warrandyte Arts Association , and Babe 
became well-known for her parties 

Alter a long year of illness, V1ggo died 
of cancer in October 1971. and Babe did 
quite a lot of travelling during the next 
few years; in Australia and an around-
the-world tour 

In 1974 she settled into a relationship 
with a Scot , George Leslie who may be 
rem embered as a bus driver on the 
Don caster-Box Hill run 

In January 1995 their failing health 
took them t o a hostel near Babe·s 
daughter, Sonja. in Yackandandah . 
George died on July 4. 1999. 

Babe is survived by her family. onja 
and Robert . son-in-law Wallv Wolf. ex-
daughter-in-law Irene, lour -grandchil-
dren and seven great grandchildren A 
life and personality to be remembered 

Wood, wine and paper 
By BILL NEWTON 

ELL-KNOWN 
local artist and 
identity Jim 
Wright passed 
away at th e 

Eastern District Private Nursing 
Home late last month . 

Jim was born on September 
11 , 19 I 6 at Ballarat. He was 
raised by his parents James-
who was a mines manager-
and Margaret. Jim was a 
brother to Anne, Margaret and 
Dorothy. 

Jim attended the School of 
Mines in Ballarat and from a 
young age showed a natural ar-
tistic talent. Completing his for-
mal education he came to 
Melbourne and worked with the 
department store Foy and 
Gibson as a graphic artist. 

Declaration of World War 2 
saw Jim enlis t in the army and 
serving on Morotai as a mem-
ber of the Survey Corp. He ab-
horred war and ra rely spoke of 
those times again. However he 
met a number of like-minded 
peop le during those years, 
some of them later settled in 
Warrandyte and strong friend-
ships were formed. 

Jim first met Joyce at Foy and 
Gibson , their love fo r each 
other grew and they married in 
1941. So began a fine partner-
ship unti l Joyce passed away in 
1993. 

Jim and Joyce established a 
business part nership as com-
mercial art ists, opening an of-
f Ice at 44 Wi ll iams St r eet, 
Melbourne. One of their larger 
cont racts was wi th Myer Empo-
rium . Jim did the layouts and 

Joyce the fashion drawings that 
were used in the daily paper ad-
vertisements each week. 

During those years they 
moved from West Brunswick, 
where they were living . to 
Warrandyte, even tually work-
ing from home in that delight-
ful bush setting they both loved 
so much. 

The commercial art world 
was undergoing many changes. 
Jim decided to branch out into 
something dilrerent and under-
took a course in jewellery-mak-
ing. His natu ral ability and de-
sire to produce works that were 
original soon kept him very 
busy, along with his commercial 
art work. 

Jim had always enjoyed work-
ing with his hands. He applied 
great skill to whatever he did. 
hence he had fashioned some 
line contemporary art from tim-
ber as well as producing mag-
nificent carpentry work in his 
home. Unfortunately the origi-
nal home was destroyed in the 
bushlires of 1962 but with the 
help of architect and friend 
Robin Boyd , they rebuilt their 
home. 

Both Jim and Joyce lived a full 
and balanced life. Jim was very 
enthusias tic when it came tc0 
supporting Essendon football 
team and loved watching them 
play on television, although it 
was one area where Jim and 
Joyce differed. They both ap-
preciated line music and jazz, 
and enjoyed attending concert 
per fo r mances . Both were 
friend ly, sociable people and 
liked to entertain their friends . 
Jim had st rong views on most 
subje-cts and was never reluc-

tant to share his thoughts with 
others . 

Over the years he enoyed fish-
ing, he played some tennis and 
was a keen golf player. an activ-
ity he shared with Joyce. He 
was a member of the Heales-
ville Country Club. At one time 
they, along with other friends 
in the Warrandyte area, shared 
in a houseboat at Lake Eildon, 

and many good times were en-
joyed there 

Jim was a great reader. He 
chose books on a wide range of 
subjects including ar and 
wine He had developed his 
own nneyard on his land at 
Warrandvte and was a connois-
seur of line wines He had been 
an enthusiastic member of the 
Beefsteak and Burgundy Club 
He liked to read about garden-
ing and for pure relaxation he'd 
turn his hand to a good my ·teq 
novel 

Jun had a soft spot for mo t 
animals, and over the year~ had 
always kept dogs At. one time 
he was 11tvolved 111 the breed-
ing ol labradors He also left out 
food for the wild bird· 

With Joyce. Jim had the op-
portunity of travelling to Japan 
and 'ew Zealand and travelled 
extensive! with in Australia 
They travelled to central u.-
tralia long before 1t became a 
popular tourist destination 
They camped along the wa~ 
often sleeping under the star· 

Jim Wright was a good man. 
He won the love of manv and 
the re. pect of all with his down-
to-earth approach to hie He 
was hone t , generous and car-
ing. with a wonderful .ense of 
humour 

He will be remembered for h1 
couragt.> and loyalty throughout 
life and for the love and com-
mitment he showed for the wt.>11-
being of hi wife and mJn) 
friends. 

Jim had not bt.>en in •uod 
hedlth since mid-1995 follllw1n • 
corrective heart urgen, ,llld 
moved out of his home 111 early 
19. mto • upportive care • 
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Traditional 
fOLK!\QT& 

CLASSES· all leveh:> of Fol & Decorative Art 
ale.o Calligr,1phy 

SUPPLIES: P.a1t1te>. Brue.hee.. Booke.. etc. 
PHONE MAREN ON 9844 2036 

.. 
RON C. DAY 

GARDEN SOILS 
BUILDING SANDS 

All quarry products for drives & paths 

9844 3329 ... 

.. . ..... 
Warrandyte Toy Library 

Toy , games, puzzles, 
dre -ups, tapes & more! 

Catering from 
6 months to 6 years 
ew member welcome 

I 4-1 6 Re.sear h-Warrand) te 
Road . Nonh Warr.ind)te 

Open Wed 11 30am- 12 30pm 
Fn I :!noon- I pm 
S.it. 10.11am 

DIARY MINI ADS 
SUGARLOAF ELECTR ICS : 
REC 13207. Prompt service . 
Reasonable rates Ring John on 
9844 2816 or 0407 094 965. No 
job too small. 

SUZUKI SIERRA 1991 MODEL 
SOFT TOP: Great for summer. 
One lady owner-Service records 
available. S6 .900 ONO. Must sell. 
Phone 9844 4594. 

GARDEN LOOKING TIRED? 
I can create a beautiful plantscape 
to suit your site and your interests . 
Also plans for you to implement. 
Call Joan 9844 3213. 

TIRED OF IRONING?:Let me do 
i1 for you. Pick up and Delivery 
included. Call Enka on 9844 3480. 

BIRD AVIARY 8'L x 4'W x 6'H. 
Bolts together easily. Two-tone 
green powder coated. As new 
$400 ONO. Phone: 9844 2504. 

BABYSITTING: Hi my name is 
Kate . I have extensive ch ild-
minding experience , first aid 
qualifications. own transport, 
genuine love of chi ldren, respons-' 
ible and reliable, references 
available Please call 9844 1540. 

BABYSITTER WANTED: in North 
Warrandyte area Must have ref-
erences. Phone Kym 9844 0683. 

HOUSE CLEANER WANTED: 3 
hours per fortnight. $15 per hour. 
Must have experience & refer-
ences. Phone Kym 9844 0683. 

GARA GE SALE: PARK 
ORCHAR DS: 2 Yeoman Court, 
Sat-Sun 13&14 November, 8am 
to 5pm. Household rtems, books. 
tools, pnnts, furnrture All must 
sell 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED: Casual 
basis general duties In home 
office Flex1bll1ty and adaptability 
essentia l. For fu rther details 
phone 9844 331 2. 

WANT A DIARY MINI AD? The 
cheapest way to send your 
message to the Warrandyte 
community. $3 for 4 ilnes then $1 
each addi ional line , prepaid. 
Phone 9844 381 9. 

Acclaim Renovation 
& Addition 

HIA 522019 
ReQISlered Bu11d1ng Pract1t1oner D B 041 70 

H IA Accredited Renovator Member 
HIA Trades line Member 

HIA NKBA Member 
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc. 

Amii r11 f'lii!J 
PROMPT SERVICE 

FREE DESIGN/QUOTATION 
9850 2592 • 0412 331 464 
Experience Counts for E11erything 

r wARRANDYTE' 
I UPHOLSTERY 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Winner of 
Top Upholstery 

Award 
I Francis J Britt .. 

11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte 
I 
1 Phone 
I 9844 2416 .. _______ .. 
BRICKWORK 
STONEWORK 

PAVING 
Etc. 

Phone: 
Bud Stringer 
9844 2448 or 

Alex Stringer 
9876 6007 

Mob 0414 761 754 

WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

All materials welded. 
Your place or mine. 

No job too small 
RING 

NEIL CARTER 
9844 2547 

Warrandyte inspires author 
BY WENDY GRAHAM 

The gravel path to writer Corinne Fenton's 
house in Warrandyte leads past two pretty, 
long-haired Angora goats grazing on th e 
hillside. A row of kookaburras and magpies 
are perched at intervals along the balcony 
railing. What an inspiring atmosphere these 
surrounds must be for a writer. 

Corinne greets me warmly; she has an 
animated , friendly manner. While the cof-
fee is brewing we begin to chat. As a child, 
Corrine loved to read and her writing ca-
reer began, she tells me, with poems pub-
lished in school magazines. Much later she 
received her diploma of arts (professional 
writing and editing), when her interest in 
children·s writing first started. 

Sh e has had four children's books ac-
cepted, three have been published and an-
other is due out early next year. Each is 
quite di fferent, indicating Corinne's versa-
tili ty as a writer, as well as her vivid imagi-
nation. Her books include Dad And The 
Mosquit o, a picture book for younger chil-
dren, One Day At A Time, a children 's novel 
about family problems and relationships , 
Creepy McPhee, a mystery story and Un-
finished Parade, a fantasy adventure . 

Apart from th eir variat ion in theme , a 
glance through her books shows there is 
also no set pattern in the perspectives: two 
are written in the first person ( female) and 
two are in the third person (male). Corinne 
says that generally the right "voice" for the 

characters simply comes with the idea and 
part of what she calls the melting pot pro-
cess (the jelling of the story in her mind 
before the writing begins) . 

Each book has a different publisher-
Wendy Pye (NZ) , Macmillan Education , 
Addison Wesley Longman and Barrie Pub-
Ii shinf!, respectively. "That's not inten-
tional , Corinne explains. "It 's simply due 
to submitting a manuscript to the publisher 
whom I know is seeking that particular type 
of story for that age group, and of course 
the publishers have different requirements 
at different times." 

Several of Corinne's other works have lit-
erary texts and sometimes there's a defi-
nite lean towards the surreal. She obviously 
has the ability to write across several 
genres . "The style of a piece seems to de-
velop by itself." Corinne says. "That's an 
aspect of the craft that f love, the way the 
genre or a particular style of writing 
evolves . It simply comes together some-
where during the process ol mulling over 
an idea in my head, creating the storyline, 
writing drafts , developing the plot, and 
weaving ideas through ." 

When not writing she entertains regularly 
with her husband, Grant, and gets involved 
with their children 's schools; she reads, 
and keeps fit by walking with a local power 
walking group. She also works part time for 
the Children's Book Council. 

Corinne believes that the best stories are 

Corinne Fenton 

those written from the heart . "The ones 
that mean something to me," she says. " It 
seems to over-ride all the writing rules and 
study of the writing craft, when you write 
about something that touches you person-
ally." 

Addison And the daughter of this lady, 
is a very special baby, 
and it is to be expected , 

My friend became the mother 
of a lovely baby daughter; 
my god, I must be getting on, 
my mates have all got kids! 
They ask me, aren 't you yearning? 
and I tell them, no I'm learning; 
I'll just sit and watch a while , 
then I' ll have a go myself. 

for my friend is special too. 
And I've learned more from the children, 
in these last few years among them 
than I've learned from all the world 
in nearly 30 bloody years. 
And what is it they tell me, 
what great gift do they bring me? 
Laugh a little when you can 
and never hold your tears. 

PAUL HERBERTE ,~ 
Syd Tun~-} 

Ona H(l[lcterson l , 
I 

j e 13nr 14~,.. No,!.' 99 2 -6 p.rn. sat ._ 5ut'\. l Cnr. Hcr.nl<Zy a ox1~y Ras. K.~rourd 
• A~o S>a.r. 2DT>14 2.-6r,., 
or $-tui:f10 visits by appoln-rr-Mn-r 

'---~/f~'l' (03) 971l~~:: .. / 

"The Diary's the best newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Ock!" 
"It's the only newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Clyde!" 
FOR ADVERTISING CALL 9844 3819 

Trust Rae and Sue to 
look after your place 
till you get back. 

Join in another great 
community celebration at 

Sunday 19th December 
8pm in Stiggants Reserve 

featuring 
PAUL COLMAN and 

LOCAL ARTISTS 

• Candle sales 
• BYO rug 

WET WEATHER VENUE: 
The Stadium at 
Andersons Creek 
Primary School 

Sponsored by the Churches of Warrandyte. 
Enquiries : 9844 4148 

A & A CLANCY NCH. ARBOR . (ENG) 

TREE SERVICES 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED TRADESMEN 

• 

• Pruning & Tree Removals • Tree Surgery 
• Stump Removal • Mulch Supplies 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FULL INSURANCE, FREE QUOTES 

9844 1161 - 0412 101 759 

Contact 'The Good Faeries' Rae 
and Sue to care for your pets 

and gardens and clear your mail. 
YEAR ROUND SERVICE 

9844 3819-9844 4129 



Bags for Christmas 
Warrandyte Business Associa-
tion is asking primary school 
children to paint "What Christ-
mas in Warrandyte means to 
me" in blue and gold on white 
paper bags. These bags will be 
disp layed in the shops and 
shop owners will then be in-
vited to fill selected bags with 
Christmas goodies to be do-
nated to various charities. The 
artwork will be on display on 
Thursday evenings , December 
2 and 9. 

Festival 
The Wonga Park Primary 
School is inviting everyone to 
attend their '99 Fun Festival, to 
be held at the school in Dudley 
Road , Wonga Park on Saturday, 
November 27 from 2 to 9pm. 
There will be basketball, netball 
and football competitions and 
a variety of stalls. Refreshments 
will be available. Two AFL stars 
will there to open the school's 
newly-refurbished oval. The fes-
tival program will conclude 
with a live band and fireworks. 

Blessing 
St Stephen's Anglican Church, 
Warrandyte, will be holding a 
pet blessing service for "all 
creatures great and small" at 
3pm on Sunday, November 28 
at their church in Stiggant 
Street. Enquiries to Rev Gerry 
Gason on 9844 3473. 

Winner 
The winner of th e Discover 
Warrandyte Gold This Winter 
competition was Jillian Swift. 
Jillian won $400 to spend in lo-
cal shops. To enter the compe-
ti tion, organised by the 
Warrandyte Business Associa-
tion , residents were invited to 
shop in two dillerent shops in 
Warrandyte and have their en-
try forms stamped accordingly. 

Spectacular 
The Rotary Club of Warrandyte 
are organising an inaugural car 
spectacular at the Wonga Park 
Cricket Club, Launders Avenue, 
Wonga Park on Sunday, Decem-
ber 5 from 10am. There will be 
classic cars, street rods, street 
machines and performance 
cars. For further information 
ring Ross Hughes on 9722 1853 
or Graeme Redman on 9722 
1252. 

Dance 
The next South Warrandyte So-
cial Dance will be held at the 
South Warrandyte Hall on Sat-
urday, November 13, commenc-
ing at 8pm. Further information 
from 9723 3126. 

Market 
Hurstbridge Community Mar-
ket operates on the second Sun-
day of each month , between 
10am and 2pm at Allwood 
House, 901 Main Road , Hurst-
bridge, Melways 185 KB. Set in 
beautiful , historic gardens in 
the heart of Hurstbridge, the 

WBA president John James receives a council cheque for $3000 from Cr Patricia Young 
towards the production of the new Discover Warrandyte Gold colour brochure. 

Conducted bi, JUDY GREEN 
Drop your news in the letterbox in 
the front door of our office at the 
Community Centre, fax it to 9844 
4168, or post it to PO Box 209, 
Warrandyte,3113, by the last Friday 
in the month. 

market 1s only three minutes 
walk from Hurstbridge railway 
station . Many permanent and 
casual stalls are available. Fur-
ther information from 9718 
2717. 

Studios 
Twenty-six Nillumbik artists are 
throwing open their studio 
doors during the weekend of 
November 20 and 21 . This is an 
opportunity to meet local art-
ists , see how it 's done and pur-
chase fabulous work for Christ-
mas: paintings, ceramics, sculp-
ture, jewellery, silk scarves , 
mixed media and much more. 
Studio maps and catalogues 
from the Eltham Library, 
Nillimbuk shire ollices and Vol-
umes Bookshop-or by calling 
Tina Marie Pizel on 9433 3128. 

Gallery 
An exhibition of painting, draw-
ing, photography and sculpture 
by Paul Wakim is showing at 
the Manningham Gallery until 
November 14. The gallery is at 
the rear of the municipal of-

Brass players performing at Warrandyte High School's 
music department concert. 

fices, 699 Doncaster Road . 
Doncaster. 

Music 
Warrandyte High School re-
cently held its annual music 
department concert in the 
school's theatre. The audience 
was treated to the musical tal-
ents of approximately 100 local 
students . Performing groups 
included concert bands, big 
bands, guitar and flute en-
sembles and aerobic squads. 
Prizes were donated by a num-
ber of Warrandyte businesses. 

Eltham 
The 1999 Eltham Festival will be 
held on the weekend of Novem-
ber 13 and 14. This will be the 

25th festival. The program this 
year weaves together events 
incorporating the arts. recon-
ciliation, eco-sustainablility and 
a wide array of musical styles. 
There will be a Clifton Pugh ret-
rospective exhibition at 
Montsalvat, a number of dis-
plays at Edendale farm , includ-
ing shearing, a working black-
smith and Aboriginal wood 
burning. 

Concert 
The Eltham Festival community 
day and concert will be held at 
the Alistair Knox Park on Sun-
day. November 14 from 10am to 
6pm. Following the opening by 
Joy Murphy Wandin, a wide se-
lection of music and dance 
items will continue all day. 

ACCEPTING ENROIMENTS NOW FOR 2000 
Proudly serving Warrandyte 

for the past 17 years. 

We offer quality care for babies and 
children 3 months to 6 years. 

Full and Part time Long Day Care 
and 

Casual and Vacation Care available 
Including a Pre-school learning program 

run by an experienced Pre-school teacher 
Contact Jenny Lynch on 9844 1205 

for further information. 

THE GENERAL STORE 
486 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD ROAD 

WARRANDYTE SOUTH. PHONE 9844 3361 

Full range of: 
• HORSE & STOCK FEED 
• POULTRY, BIRD and 

PET SUPPLIES 
• PEA STRAW 

STRAW BALE 
HIRE for 

functions "" 4 

• THE lJ G£NERAL Free delivery local area ___ sro_ RE~ 

HEAL THY GREAT LOOKING TEETH 
NEED SPECIAL REGULAR CARE 

We offer a highly profe,,1onal ,er.ice and 
are open evenings for your convenience. 

Dr TIM SYN OT 
616 Park Road, Park Orchards 

I AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY SERVICE: 9844 33771 
For appointments telephone: 

9876 4358 
You 'll be smiles ahead with an ADA dentist 

lt Ming's Warrandyte 
CHINESE RESTAlJRANT (BYO) 

BOOK EARLY FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY 
10 COURSE MEAL ONLY $22.90 PER PERSON 

MENU - Soup: Chicken Sweet Corn Entree: BBQ Roast Pork, Golden Prawn Ball, Mini Mushroom 
Roll Main Course: Ming's Combination Deluxe, Sizzling Mongolian Beef, Crispy Pork with Plum 
Sauce, Special Fried Rice Dessert: Fresh Mango and Ice-cream or Fresh Strawberries and Ice-
cream Coffee or Tea • ALSO menu to suit your Christmas budget 

Shop 6, 92 Melbourne Hill Road, West End Shopping Centre, Warrandyte 
(opposite Warrandyte Oval) Melway 35:C2 

loo~ ·••s•···• Tsra-0 -DINE-IN ONLY-
15 NOV TO 20 DEC 

Trading Hours 
Sun-Thu 5-9.30pm 
Fri-Sat 5-10.30pm 

PHONE 

98114 2288 
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Warrandyte 
Community 
Market 
Und r the gum rree, , 
be ide the Yarra on 

tiggant Re:erve, 
Yarra t, Warrandyte 
l, t arurda of ea h 
month - ex· ept January. 
9am-lpm. 

Come and join in! 
Hand-crafted gift of 
all kind , IOY . art work , 
pottery, plant , lathing, 
gift ard . leatherwork, 
cake ,jam , honey, fru it 
produce. 

Ample parking. 
Light refre hment 
a, ailable. 

Bring along ) our family 
and friend .. 
Enquiries to 9 44 4495. or v. rite to PO Box 15 . Warranl.iyte 
3113. en lo i ng a tamped ;el f-addre ed envelope. 

LINDELL 
COURIERS 

A fast reliable Courier Service 
right at your door 
SAME DAY 

PICKUP & DELIVERY 
\\'arrand)1e-lo. from just about anywhere 

in the greater ;\leP ume area 

0411417820 
SUPPORT DIARY ADVERTISERS 

•...• SHOP LOCALLY 

• 
• 

YOUR LOCAL 

.CABINET MAKER 
EW KITCHE S & BE CH TOPS 

BATHROOM VANITIES & PA TRIES 
WALL ITS & BOOK CASES 

WORK ST ATJO S & STUDE T DESKS 

KJTCHENS RELAMINA TED-
EW DOORS & DRAWERS 

GEOFF RUCK 
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD 

9876 3331 

I BOBCAT I ROCK BREAKER 
I TIPPER HIRE 

•MINI EXCAVATOR 
Call Tony Humphreys 9712 0305 

or 041 J 753 292 

Stadium action 
• • 1s sweet music 

By LEE TINDALE 
Warrandyte Football Club 
will unfurl their I 999 EFL 
Third Division premiership 
flag at the opening game of 
the new season at home on 
April I. 

The Bloods' 2000 season in 
Second Division will start 
earlier than usual, the EF1. 
having brought forward the 
dates because of the Sydney 
Olympics. 

The season will break for 
Easter but not , as it has in the 
past , for the Queen's Birth-
day weekend in June. 

First and Second Division 
clubs will play 18 home,and-
away games, Third and 
Fourth division I 7 matches. 

Premiership coach Lex 
Munro will give his players--
who are likely to Include 
some well-credentialled re-
cruits--a training run before 
Christmas, the pre-season be-
ginning in earnest In mid-
January. 

Meanwhile, new 
Warrandyte Junior Football 
Club president Matthew 
Matheou has wasted no lime 
rallying his committee to pre-
pare for season 2000. 

"We can 't rest on our lau-
rels and we need to learn 
from our successful past to 
secure our successful future ," 
Matheou told the Diary. 

Al.ready on the planning 
agenda are: 

• A new players' room and 
an upgrading of the lower 
oval at the recreation re-
serve. 

• A sponsorship drive for 
new jumpers for the entire 
club (about 200 players). 

• Consideration of the best 
approach to coaching the 
players in football skills from 
the day they join the club to 
the day they leave it. 

• Developing a financial 
plan for the next two to three 
years to ensure the club is on 
a secure footing. 

"Because of the size of the 
Yarra Junior Football League 
and the expectations of the 
community on our club we 
just have lo do things In a 
better, more planned way," 
Matheou said. 

This year the club have cre-
ated an executive committee 
and sub-committee structure 
to drive its activities. 

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating In these commit-
tees or finding out more 
about the plans and activities 
of the club ls invited to con-
tact Matheou on (03) 982 
20515 or secretary Dennis 
Holberg on 04 183 84619. 

By DAMIAN ARSENIS 
The first sounds of basketball action in the new 
Warrandyte Community Sports Complex were 
heard on Sunday, Oc tober 24 , when the 
Redbacks moved into the new facility at 
Andersons Creek Primary School. 

The new home of basketball in this town was 
open at last, ending the local club's long cam-
paign for urgently-needed court space. 

To mark the occasion , Warrandyte Basketball 
Club held a Presentation Day Ext ravaganza fo r 
the 1999 EDJBA winter season grand finalists . 

Former Redback player and now ABC sports-
caster Clinton Grybas was guest MC and he wel-
comed Manningham councillor Patricia Young to 
the historic occasion . 

Many of the estimated crowd of 500 were able 
to snare their first hoops on the new rings In a 
shoot-out. 

The winners were to have gone up against spe-
cia l guest s Darryl McDonald (Victoria Titans) 
and Pero Vasiljevic (Melbourne Tigers) , but un-
fortunately neither turned up. 

In their absence, form er Redback and current 
ABA Broadmeadows Broncos sta r Russell McIn-
tosh presented the awa rds to players and 
coaches, a long with form er great Nick Arnott. 

The outstanding work of young Red back player 
and coach Matt Treeby was recogn ised with the 
Da rryl Valent ine Memoria l Awa rd . Malco lm 
Anderson was presented wit h the Tom Hay Me-
morial Trophy for his valuable contributions to 
the club and long-time leader Ian Wood received 
the Ross Mclellan award for his coach ing efforts 
and achievements. 

Tom Oliver was awarded clubperson of the year 
fo r his t ireless work. 

Marking its 30-year histo ry, t he Redbacks 
recognised its life members by announcing the 
club would erect a board in their honour at the 
new complex. 

Many life members were on hand and Lyn 
Templetown joined them in recogni tion of her 
longevity as a committe member and her extraor-
dinary work ethic within the club. 

Capping off what was a huge day for basket-
ball in Warrandyte was an exhibition game be-
tween the Redbacks ' current best-the Ul9 A 
boys of Malcolm Anderson-and a local "Leg-
ends" team comprised of former players and 
coaches who had made contributions to the club. 

Anderson 's young men held out their bigger 
(but by no means litter) seniors , claiming the 
first -ever win at the Redbacks ' new home. 

Primary school teeballing 
kids turn up trumps again 

ABOVE: The all-conquering Warrandyte girls. Back ( left to right): 
Sarah Spurgeon, Jessica Softy, Tegan Humble, Courtney Merbis, 
Candace Jordan, Samantha Dehmel, coach Fiona Wells. Centre: 
Amy Caudry, Emma Wright, Bronwyn Coull, Kiai Dauis. Front: 
£//en Bradbury. BELOW: The boys · team. Back (left to right): The 
coach, James Hukin, Daniel Gregory, Zac Fuller, Justin Cleaves, 
Brendon Laue, Josh Fraser, Cameron Horvat. Front: Xan Balding, 
Sean Frost, Dylan Matheou, Ian Cameron, Luke Watson, Travis 
Cloke 

Warrandyte Primary School 
have won back-to-back VPSSA 
state teeball championships in 
both the open and girls divi-
sions. 

The girls , in fact , have been 
premiers for the past three 
years (the boys were semi-fi-
nalists in 1997)-but it wasn 't 
all plain sailing this time. 

The boys squeezed through 
to win their quarter, semi and 
grand finals all by one run . "it 
was a fabulous competition 
but very nerve-racking,• said 
coach Fiona Wells . 

This year, the girls won their 
grand final against Knox Gar-
dens Primary 19-14. The boys 
defeated Dandenong Primary 
21-20 after sc raping home 
against Le Page 22-2 1 in thei r 
qua rter-fina l and 19-18against 
Wembley in the semis . 

"A lot of time Is spent on skill 
development and tactical 
plays and they seem to th rive 
on training," said their coach. 

Home Maintenance 
& Building Services 

Care about your 
environment? 

~I 
Why not think about 

joining your local 
environment group? 

• ALL TYPES OF HOME MAINTENANCE 
• BALUSTRADING AND HANDRAILS • TIMBER DECKS 

• PERGOLAS • CARPORTS • GAZEBOS 
• TIMBER SLEEPER WALLS • PROFESSIONAL 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING SERVICE 

Contad Ron Taylor 
9844 4285 

--when quality worxmanship counts for everything• 

--...-'-'·"--"!f_;;_ 
MECHANICS INSTITUTE 

HALL 
FOR HIRE 

PHONE: 98441376 

FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE 
STATE PARK 

Joan MacMahon 9844 3213 
or Mike Coupar 9903 9567 

SHOP LOCALLY 
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Brittle bats blow it 
By ADAM WHITE in the balance, Tregear remains posi-

tive. 
only 174, with Sturesteps making a 
classy 74 to go with his three wickets . A fragile batting line-up contin-

ues to haunt Warrandyte 
Cricket Club as the senior 
eleven struggle to post com-
petitive totals against their 
ROCA Chandler Shield rivals. 

that target going Into the second day. 

Tregear won the toss and had no 
hesitation batting first in perfect con-
ditions, but the confidence the 
Bushrangers had taken into the game 
quickly dissipated when White and 
Baker were dismissed within the first 
three overs to have the home side 
quickly on the back loot. 

"It's such a line line between winning 
and losing in cricket," he said. "I think 
we are showing encouraging signs in 
every game, although we have won 
just the one. 

"The wm against Templeton proved 
we are capable of doing very well this 
year" 

Rain washed out the third eleven 's 
chances ol their first win of the sea-
son . They were in control , Kilsyth 
struggling at 5/66 m pursuit of 238, 
when rain stopped play. 

The fourths , too, have yet to open 
their winning account but that is cer-
tamly no fault of club president David 
Gee , who took a total of 9-25 in 
Templeton's two innings. Not bad for 
a batsman! 

In the three rounds of the season so 
lar, the Bushrangers have sandwiched 
an impressive win on the road against 
Templeton between heavy losses at 
home to South Ringwood and Kllsyth. 

There has been a similar pattern in 
all games, with the Warrandyte bats-
men failing to get on top, and two prob-
lems are evident: 

Bell had again looked threatening 
before deciding to take a quick single 
and being run out for 37 and Tregear 
and Paul Montgomery played pivotal 
roles In a rescue operation alter a bat-
ting collapse just before tea. 

Montgomery topscored with 38, an 
innings which was to prove very sig-
nificant in the end result. 

Although Warrandyte lost Day !or 33, 
trying to force the pace, David Mooney 
and Tregear saw it out until tea at 3-
85, a respectable effort considering the 
early trouble. But wickets tumbled al-
ter the adjournment , with Mooney, 
Tregear, Graf and Montgomery falling 
in quick succession . 

Tregear believes it is only a matter 
of time before Warrandyte's batsmen 
start to fire and that when they do , the 
Bushrangers will be capable of mixing 
it with the best teams in the competi-
tion . 

Cricket details 
Only a spirited 32 by wicketkeeper 

Matthew Chapman prevented a rout. 
"I'm confident we have improved sig-

nificantly lrom last season," he said . 
• The lack ol form shown by last 

season's batting award winner Adam 
White, along with Shane Baker and Ja-
son Graf, continues to worry the team. 

On the second day, Warrandyte pro-
duced one ol their best performances 
in the lield in recent memory to bundle 
out Templeton for 91. 

Sparked by two quick wickets to 
White, they ripped through the top 
order, with pacemen Gerald Walshe 
and Chris Snaidero important con-
tributors . 

Warrandyte were all out for 143 lrom 
74 overs, but after bowling so well in 
the previous game against Templeton, 
there was still hope. Unfortunately, 
that hope was laid to rest by an 
agressive Kilsyth opening stand ol 86. 
The visitors cruised to victory, losing 
only three wickets in the chase. 

"At the moment we are playing very 
good cricket in patches. We just need 
to learn how to play better as a team 
and to string good sessions together, 
rather than than just play well in short 
periods, particularly in the batting 
department ." 

FIRSTS: Wa"andyte 9-163 (Montgomery 38, 
Bell 36, Tregear 20) defeated Templeton 91 
(Snaldero 3·28 , White 2-1 9, Walshe 2·38). 
Wmandyte 143 (Tregear 41 , Day 33, Chapman 
32) lost to Kilsyth 3·145. 

SECONDS: Warrandyte 174 (Sbrresteps 7 4) toil 
to Kilsyth 318 (Stures1eps 3-76, Pascoe 2-69 , 
Gidley 2-71 ). 

• While Cameron Day, Stephen Bell 
and captain Greg Tregear are making 
good starts, their inability to convert 
30s and 40s into big scores is making 
It dillicult for the team to top 200 in an 
innings. 

The Bushrangers' 9/163 against 
Templeton in Round 2 was competitive 
on the big away ground, but the home 
side were very confident of reaching 

The lieldsmen backed up intelligent 
bowling, Adam Beardall winning man 
ol the match for his work, which in-
cluded two important catches. 

Montgomery, who took 2-17 and 
White, who conceded just 14 runs in 
11 wicketless overs, were the only 
bowlers to place any sort ol pressure 
on the batsmen . 

Tony Sturesteps may well have 
earned a recall to the first eleven , star-
ring with both bat and ball in an oth-
erwise disappointing display from the 
seconds. 

THIRDS: Wmandyte 170 (Kline 39, Goddard 
33) lost to Templeton 230 (Barran 3-52, Kline 
2-17). Warrandyte 238 (Kline 74, Cloke 59) • 
Kilsyth 5-66 . 

FOURTHS: Warrandyte 54 and 198 (Croft 86) 
lost to Templeton 195 (Gee 4-1) and 7-49 (Gee 
5-24) . Warrandyte 158 (Gee 42) lost to Kitsyth 
216 (Curtis 3-36, Marchi 2-35) . 

Warrandyte were buoyed by the win 
and confident ol beating last year's fi-
nalists Kilsyth in their latest match. Although the Bushrangers' season is 

Chasing 319 lor victory against 
Kilsyth , Warrandyte could manage 

Our Kate on the 
run to America 
It's a Wednesday night and 
a group of girls from 
Warrandyte are out having 
dinner In Brunswick Street, 
Fltzroy. It's all bruschetta, 
laughter, cafe lattes and 
gossip. But one of the girls 
lsn 't there. 

Kate Riley, 15, is training 
- running around and 
around the track at 
Ringwood Athletics Club. 

Kate, a Warrandyte High 
School student, started run-
ning In primary school and 
has been selected to go to 
America next year with the 
International Athletics Ex-
change. 

Young runners are spot-
ted at champlonshil>'level 
competitions. Kate was 
spotted at the State All 
Schools Championships In 
October 1998, where she 
competed In the 100 and 
200-metre events. There's a 
pool of around 30,000 to 
40,000 athletes and IO per 
cent are chosen. 

After Impressing the tal-
ent scouts In October, 
Kate's running program 

Words by RACHEL BAKER 
Picture by JAN TINDALE 
was seriously interrupted In 
January. 

On a summer holiday she 
decided to try waterskling 
for the first time. 

She tore a glutell muscle 
and has been out of training 
for IO months. 

Now Kate Is building her 
strength again and Is shifting 
her focus to the 400-metre 
event. 

The trip, called West Coast 
Tour 2000, begins on April 5 
and the athletes will visit a 
high school, go to athletics 
clubs, see competitions, work 
with other coaches, meet 
other athletes and learn 
about sports health. 

They'll all be up early In 
the morning to train, with 
more training In the after-
noon. 

"It'll be hard work, but it'll 
be fun," Kate said. 

There'll also be shopping, 
Disneyland and Magic Moun-
tain. 

At times like this - think-

wrc champions Michelle Gilling and Adam White. 

Ing of the trip to America -
Kate's motivation Is elevated. 
Sometimes, though, she feels 
like she can't be bothered 
training. It can be cold out-
side, and everyone else goes 
home after school and gets to 
do whatever they want. 

But once she starts run-
ning, she feels good. Her 
muscles get warm, her heart 
races, she sees Images of 
Cathy Freeman ... and all she 
wants to do Is run, run, run. 

And besides, all her friends 
understand. "They know that 
athletics comes first for me," 
she said. 

ef Kate trains twice a week 
with her coach, Gayle Ander-
son, and does four running 
and weights sessions on her 
own. 

Gayle said although Kate 
was a novice runner and had 
just returned from a long In-
jury period, she showed 
much potential. 

Kate Riley limbers up at home for her trip to the United States. 

she'll go." great." 

"She s got good technique 
and a lot of determination," 
she said. "She's getting better 
and belier as she competes, 
but we don 't know bow far 

It doesn't take long to see 
Kate's determination. 

She says running can hurt: 
"You've got to put up with 
the pain, thinking 'Ob my 
God, I'm ~olng to die!' But af-
ter you wm It just feels 

Kate was involved with 
school aerobics but her 
coach told her she must focus 
on running. 

takeaway and doesn 't eat 
much sugary food. 

She doesn ·t mind the sac-
rifices. And she doesn't 
mind missing out on the 
Brunswick Street dinners. 
Bruschetta Is probably full 
of fat, anyway. 

Her diet is mainly fruit, 
vegetables, pasta, bread, and 
lean meat. She avoids 

Adam and Michelle king 
and queen of the courts 

By JUDY GREEN 
Warrandyte Tennis Club's championships 
were finalised last month, with Adam White 
and Michel le Gilling taking out the men 's 
and women's titles respectively. 

White defeated Neil Sproat in a closely-
lought final, losing the first set 6-1 but lilt-
ing his game to take the second and third 
6-3, 6-4. 

In the women 's final, Gilling defeated tal-
en ted 14-year-olcl junior Tamara Valentino 
in straight sets, 6-3, 6-1. 

The White family featured again in the 
men's veteran event, Adam's father Rob 
defeating Ian Rice. 

In the junior events , 14-year-old Rod 
Mccutcheon became the new boys · cham-
pion, deleating Jarrod Casey in a long and 
very close match. McCutcheon won the 
first set In tie-break, but Casey fought 
back to to win the second 6-2 before losing 
the decider 6-1. 

McCutcheon also partnered Joel Drew to 
win the boys' doubles trophy. 

Katrina Sochacki retained her Junior girls ' 
title , defeating Zoe White in straight sets, 
and partnered Tamara Valentino to take out 
the girls' doubles. 

Rosie Moore achieved triple success 111 
the 13-and-under events. 

She defeated Monica ochacki in the 
singles , teamed up with her to win the 
doubles and was also victo rious in the 
mixed doubles. 

In the boys ' section, 10-year-old Trent 
Valentino defeated Jarrod Hod!!son to win 
the singles and also won the Orlander Tro-
phy as the most improved junior over the 
past 12 months. 

SENIORS: Mtn's singles: Adam Whited Nell Sproat 
1·6, 6-3, 6-4 . Men'$ doubles: lee Oehmel•Mark Bente 
d Rob White-Adam White 4-6, 6·3, Ni. Mixtd doubles: 
Katrina Sochackl-Aaron Noland Tamara Valtntlno-Ntlt 
Sproat 6-0, 6-1. Women'l singles: Michelle GIiiing • 
Tamara Valentino 6-3, 6-1 Women"I •oublts: Miellelle 

Glllln9-Janine Phillips • Katrina Sochacki-Tamara 
Valentino 6-1, 6-1. Men 's nteran singles: Rob White 
d Ian Rice 6-1, 6-2 . B·grade men's singles: James 
Rani d Tim Synnot 6-4, 7·6. B-gradt miltd doubles: 
David Green-Judy Green d Mark Bence-Bronwyn 
Bowden 6-1, 1·6, 6-4 . 

JUNIORS: 
18 AND UNDfR: Boys' slnglts: Rod McCutcltton d 

Jarrod Casey 7·6, 2·6, 6·4. Boys ' •oubles: Rod 
Mccutcheon-Joel Drew d Chris Chapman-Aidan Dany 
5-7, 6-4, 7-6. Mized doubles: Jam1d tasty-Zoe Whfte 
d Chris Chapman-Katrina Sodlacki 6-7, W, 6-3. Girls ' 
singles: Katrina Sochacki d lee White 6-2. 6-1 . Girls' 
doubles: Katrina Soellacki-Tamara Valentino d Zoe and 
Emily Whitt 6·0, 6· 1. 

13 AND UNDER: Boys' slnglts: Trent Valentino d 
Jarrod Hodgson 8-4. Boys· dHbles: Onid Trotttr-
David Wildsmith d lance Van Scoy• Tttnt Valentino 8· 
5. Mixed doubles: Rosie Moore-Ian Fahy d Moniu 
Socltackl -Trent Valentino 8·4. Girls' sl•tles Rosie 
Moore d Monica Sochactl 8·2. Girts do.bl s: Rot 
Moore-Monica Sochacti • J•~•I lottn-Hitls and 
Cassandra Mont9omery 8-4. 



THINKING 
OF SELLING? 

Our local knowled·ge is 
11As Good As Gold'' 

WARRANDYTE 

AUCTION, 20th November at 12noon 
Near level acre, 4 bedrooms 

Buyers 240+ 

TEMPLES TOWE 

AUCTION 27th January at 2pm 
Contemporary with river views 

Buyers: 280+ 

RESEARCH 

AUCTION, 27th November at 11am 
Magnificent rnudbrick on 27 acres 

Buyers: 600+ 


