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Warrandyte awaits 
council's decision 

By CLIFF GREEN 
The day is fast approaching 
when Manningham council will 
announce their decision on the 
future management of the 
Warrandy te Community Cen-
tre. 

According to Cr Patricia Young, "no 
decisions will be made until late Feb-
ruary". 

Following the removal ol community 
control ol the centre, council called lor 
"expressions ol interest" lrom "not-lor-
prolit" organisations to-run the centre. 
These closed on January 10. 

Th r ee gr oups responded-
Manningham Recreation Association 
Inc, YMCA and the Warrandyte Com-
m unity Cent re Support Group, the 
organisation formed out ol a well-at-
tended public protest meeting, held in 
Warrandyte in November. This meet-
ing resolved to oppose council's plans 
lor commercialisation, believing that 
"the community centre is lor the com-
munity and needs to be run by the 
community". 

Cr Young believes Warrandyte has 
nothing to !ear. She told the Diary: 
"Whoever takes over the management 
ol the centre, council will always make 
sure that the community groups at 
present using the centre, and any in 
the future who are interested, will be 
given total priority over everyone 
else." 

The support group linds this position 
difficult to reconcile with th e council 
resolution in August , moved by Cr 
Young, requiring any future manage-
ment "to maximise the centre's earn-
ings from rental ol prime spaces at 
market rates ". 

" It 's been a dilficult time ," Jock 
Macneish , chairman ol the support 
group, told the Diary. " I believe the 
people ol Warrandyte look to their 
councillors lor their support in creat-
ing a vibrant facility lor community 
use. It appeared, however, that coun-
cil planned to lease parts ol the cen-
tre lor commercial operations . The 
decision as to who manages the cen-
t re seems certain to determine 
whether we see shops replacing com-
munity groups. II the support group's 
management oller is selected, this will 
not happen." 

Manningham mayor and Mullum 
Mullum ward councillor, Lionel 
Allemand, maintains council "has 
never considered commercialisation 
ol the centre". 

"It is a priority lor council that the 
centre becomes linancially indepen-
dent under the current management 
proposal ," he said. "While council ex-
pects to cover costs lrom the users 

Cr Young: 
·nothing to fear· 

Cr Allemand. 
"fair deal for all" 

and tenants, it has committed to sup-
port and maintain local community 
services and will continue to provide 
funding and accommodation to local 
community groups. 

"Manningham council is not seeking 
to disadvantage any ol the community 
groups utilising the cent re, council is 
about a lai r deal lor all residents and 
community groups." 

In a previous statement, Cr Young 
wrote, "I am sure everyone agrees that 
it ( the community centre) could be a 
lar more interesting place with some 
retail in the front-perhaps a cotree 
shop-something that tourists might 
be interested in." 

In her most recent statement. Cr 
Young expressed council"s concern 
" that the centre is well run and that 
the new management endea\·ours to 
ensure that WCC becomes a local point 
ol Warrandyte for community use. and 
becomes a more interesting and vi-
brant place for residents and others 
to visit". 

Representatives lrom the support 
group met with councillors Allemand 
and Young in late December. The group 
was urged to submit their expression 
ol interest in managing the centre on 
behalf ol the community. "Cr Allemand 
was particularly encouraging." 1r 
Macneish said. "He agreed to modify 
the requirement lor incorporation, so 
that the support group submission 
could be considered." 

The group has had their submission 
acknowledged and will be meeting 
with councillors Allemand. Young and 
Beynon and senior council oflicers 
within the next lew days. It is antici-
pated that the final decision on the 
management of the centre will be made 
at the council meeting on Tuesday, 
February 27. 

"The 3.5million Warrandyte Com-
munity Cen tre is an asset ol the entire 
Manningh am community." Cr 
Allemand said · tn dealing with all com-
munity facilities, oun ii must main-
tain a wider perspective and take a less 
parochial view, lor the benefit ol the 
whole community." 

• Further reports: Pages 6, 7. 
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RESTAURANT 
Lunch, Mom,ng and Afternoon Teas served Tuesday-Sunday 

Dinner Friday and Saturday evening 
Saturday features our JAZZ TRIO 

SPECIAL - ST VALENTINE'S DAY DINNER 
with pianist John Adams 

Wednesday 14th February from 6.30pm 
For details phone 9844 2270 

GALLERY 
A diverse range of Australian made items including ceramics, 

functional pottery, glasses, paintings, woodcraft and more. 

SPECIAL EXHIBITION 
featuring the POTTERY EXPO CERAMIC ARTISTS 

February 24 - March 4 

POTTERY SCHOOL 
Enquiries phone Kevin, 9844 2333 

321 JUMPING CRIEK ROAD, WARRANDYTE 3113 

EDITORS: Cliff Green and Lee Tindale 
PUBLISHER: Warrandyte Diary Pty Ltd, (A.C.N. 006 886 826) 
as trustee for the Warrandy1e Arts and Education Trust. 
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. Box 209, Warrandyte 3113. 
EDITORIAL: Chief of staff Jan Tindale, 9844 3719. 
ADVERTISING &ACCOUNTS: Rae Danks, 9844 3819 or0414 745 212. 
CIRCULATION: Peter Norman, 9844 3268. 
FAX: Editonal and Advertising, 9844 4168. 
DIARY OFFICE: 168 -178 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, 9844 0555 
INTERNET EDITOR: Sandy Burgoyne, 9844 2680 
EMAIL ADDRESS: thediary@vicnet.net.au 
INTERNET ADDRESS: httpJ/www.vicnet.net.au/-warrandy/ 
PRODUCTION: Rachel Schroeder, 9725 6699. 
PRINTING: Streamline Press Ply Ltd, 155 Johnston S1reet, Fitzroy, 
9417 2766. 
Published on or about the second Tuesday of each month (except January). 

ADVERTISING RATES* 
$5.00 a column centimetre (casual), $4. 75 (permanent). S500 full page. 
$330 half page. $180 quarter page. $60 front page "ears". Preferred 
pos1t1ons: page one 100%, page two 30%, page three and back page 
20%, other nominated pages 10%. Mini-ads: $4.20 for four lines, then 
S1 each addrtional line. Mini-ads pre-paid unless by prior arrangement. 
All rates plus 10% GST. 

Readers are advised that the Warrandyte Diary accepts no responsibility for 
financial, health or other claims published 1n advert1s1ng in this newspaper. 

Copy closes last Friday of each month 

OUR NEWSPAPER 
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small 
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it 
has retained its strong community character, being produced 
by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. 
Financed solely through advertising , it guards its not-for-
profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. 
The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, 
environment and character of the place it serves . Its monthly 
circulation is 3700 copies and 1I is available in Warrandy1e, 
North Warrandy1e, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and 
Research. 

A SPECIAL PLACE 
Warrandy1e (approximate population 8000) is situated on the 
Yarra River, some 35km from Melbourne. The site of the first 
official gold discovery in Victoria-in 1851-it soon estab-
lished its character as a small, self-sustaining community set 
in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900 the miners, orchardists 
and tradespeople were joined by a number of young painters 
who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Although now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural 
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of 
Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is the 
voice and true expression of that spirit. 

Twins say 'It's time' so 
Dad stands and delivers 

Liam Appleby is a little 
bloke with a mind of 
his own -and his twin 
sister Kylie's not far be-

hind him . Just an hour, in fact. 
The grandkids of Tony and Sue 
Appleby, of Brackenbury Street, 
and John and Julie Ryan , of 
Cemetery Road, weren 't due in 
this world lor six weeks , but on 
January 11 took matters into 
their own tiny hands. Kellie 
Appleby 's contractions began 
as hubby Peter arrived home at 
Bentleigh from work (he man-
ages the Albion Hote l at 
Dandenong) and an ambulance 
was summoned. Peter had at-
tended the birth two-and-a-hall 
years earlier of their first-born 
son Josh, so he kn ew something 
about what was going to hap-
pen and he delivered Liam in 
the bedroom while an ambu-
lance officer talked him through 
the procedure on the phone. 
Liam arrived at 6.55 pm, 25 min-
utes alter the contractions had 
begun . A second ambulance 
carrying a midwife turned up 
and whisked the Applebys of! to 
Monash Medical Centre, where 
Kylie arrived in more orthodox 
fashion at 7.55. Liam weighed in 
at five pounds one ounce and 
his sister at lour pounds three 
ounces in the old language and 
are doing just fine. 

For two months , Neil 
"Bozo·· Dusting's legion 
ol adoring fans had 
been on the phone de-

manding a spot on this page for 
their hero when the Diary re-
sumed publication for 2001. 
That 's how much they were 
missing him . Okay. Neil took his 
mate Geoff Feltham fishing on 
Western Port Bay the other day 
and stopped at a service station 
at Has tings on the way to fuel 
up the boat. Captain Dusting 
was standing there absent-
mindedly beside the pump, the 
nozzle of the hose in what he 
thought was the neck ol the 
tank but was , in !act , a rod 
holder! Many litres of liquid 
gold were running through the 
holder into the bottom of the 
ship and out the bungholes in 
the stern. " If the bungs had 
been in he'd have filled the 
boat: says Geo fl. "The price ol 
fuel the way it is , it could've 
cost him a couple of thousand 
bucks." After mopping-up op-
erat ions, the fishing trip pro-
ceeded. Neil chose a spot he 
guaranteed would produce a 
vast haul or whiting, but when 
the wind turned a bit nasty our 
intrepid anglers agreed it was 
time to head (or shore. No such 
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Kellie Appleby (nee Ryan) with baby Kylie and son Josh 

lu ck. The anchor refused to 
budge and when they managed 
to retrieve it three-q uarters of 
a back-breaking hour later, they 
lound they'd hooked a heavy 
steel cable which (or some rea-
son runs from the mainland to 
French Island. And that was the 
only thing they caught all day. 

You'll read elsewhere 
in this issue that Clifl 
Green, the Diary 's 
founding lather, has 

been honoured for his service 
to the community - and 
Smokey reckons it's several or 
years overdue. Your 
columnist's assocation with 
Clilf goes back 25 or more years 
to the fledgling days of the Di-
ary when he was invited along 
one night to see how the robust 
little rag was put together, with 
maybe a view to lending a hand 
in the future. Clilf greeted us at 
the door of his A-frame office at 
the bottom of the garden with 
the news that he'd already writ-
ten Page I. "ThP. bloody 
council's bulldozed the Victory 
gold mine in Whipstick Gully," 
he said. "Didn 't tell a soul, just 
went ahead and bulldozed part 
of our history. Reckoned it was 
a hazard for tourists and kids. 
But how high-handed can you 
get?" So out the Diary thun-
dered a lew days later berating 
the then Doncaster-Temple-
stowe Council - which re-
sponded very promptly with a 
barrage of its own . "The Mines 
Department bulldozed the Vic-

tory," it said, "without even con-
sulting us. We are very annoyed 
with the Mines Department and 
very annoyed with the Diary (or 
getting it all wrong and falsely 
accusing us." Oh dear. Smokey 
wondered how Cliff was going 
to get out ol this one. Not a 
problem. Cliff sat down and 
wrote Page 1 of the next issue: 
"Doncaster-Templestowe Coun-
cil has joined the Diary in a 
scathing attack on the Mines De-
partment (or bulldozing the Vic-
tory go ldmin e." Two lront 
pages for the price of one. 
Council appeased and honour 
and integrity restored. Brilliant! 
We figured this was precisely 
the kind ol editor we could get 
along with. Of course, at the 
time we didn't envisage a life 
sentence. 

Somebody hasn't been 
. playing the game at all 

at the Warrandyte 
Community Sports 

Centre. The complex was 
burgled twice within the space 
of a week last month, the first 
raid (in the early hours of Janu-
ary 15) netting $25 from the 
drink machine but the second 
much more productive, the loot 
including the local basketball 
club's brand new computer 
along with a lax/printer and 
modem. The villains (particu-
larly the first gang , ii more than 
one was involved) also did a 
helluva lot of damage. Th ey 
managed to break down most of 
the internal doors and the over-

all repai r and replacement bill 
will amount to anything up to 
$15,000, which is not covered 
by insurance. It means that the 
basketball club, as major ten-
ant, will be looting most of that 
bill. Needless to say, security at 
the centre will be substantially 
upgraded and if anyone out 
there is thinking or having a 
third go at the place, forget it 
because there 's bugger all lelt 
worth pinching. 

Mark Bensch, of 
Brackenbury Street, 
doesn't think he'll go 
camping again at Cape 

Patterson with his good mate 
and neighbour Grant "Socks" 
Egan. Too stressful, he reckons. 
Mark was si tting outside the 
camp in the caravan park there 
sipping a cleansing ale when a 
youth en liven ed proceedings 
by proceeding to belt up a con-
siderably smaller kid . "Hey, pick 
on someone your own size, you 
feral! " roa red Mark , to which 
anothe r youth replied, "It's 
okay, it's his cousin." But the 
"feral" bit had made quite an 
impact. Three-quarters of an 
hour later, 30 kids of all ages 
and sizes were belting each 
other up and chant ing, "Feral, 
feral!" - a chant they kept up 
for the next two days whenever 
Mark appeared. He was pretty 
happy to get back to 
Warrandyte - but not for long 
because the story had pre-
ceded him (thanks to Socks) 
and when he walked into the 
local pub, the entire bar broke 
into a chorus. Yeah, you 
guessed it ... "Feral , feral!" 

A game vaguely resem-
bling cricket will be 
played at the rec re-
at ion reserve on Sun-

day, February 25, and we urge 
you to be there because it's for 
the worthiest ol caus es . The 
local pub is taking on the cops, 
with all proceeds going to Bluey 
Day for the cancer kids. Spon-
sors are being rounded up , 
there'll be a gold coin admis-
sion and a barbecue and re-
freshments will be available. 
Loca l police chief Sergeant 
Keith Walker is right now re-
cruiting a law-enforcement 
eleven, Geoff Feltham has ap-
pointed himself non-playing 
coach of the Club Warrandyte 
team and a fun afternoon (start-
ing at one) is guaranteed. If 
you'd like to be involved, give 
Geo If a call on 9844 2955 or 0417 
548152. 

Smokey Joe 

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 
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'Take that horse's number, officer!' 
BJ PRUDENCE TRUBY KING 

Horses In Mannlngham might need to 
be registered-Just like cats and 
dogs-II a recommendation contained 
In a new draft strategy is implemented. 

The draft council strategy, drawn up 
alter wide community consultation, 
will be available for public comment 
this month. 

Previous council strategies for 
horses focussed on defining the road-
side and off-road riding network and 
upgrading pony club facilities within 
the municipality, but in the current 
draft there Is a strong push for envi-
ronmental management, rider educa-
tion and coordination with bushland 
regeneration groups. 

riders under 18 years on a highway to 
wear approved helmets. 

A Sport and Recreation Victoria re-
port rates horse riding as the second 
most expensive activity behind motor 
sports . In comparison with the 
Melbourne division, Mannlngham has 
the highest proportion of households 
with annual incomes over $60,000, ac-
cording to the draft strategy. There are 
about 1500 horses agisted in Man-
ningham generating about $2.8 million 
annually within the city, but this in-
come, shared among farriers , vets , 
feed suppliers, owners of agistmenl 
properties , riding schools and clubs, 
is not considered a substantial indus-
try within the municipality. According 
to the draft strategy, this is significant 
as a major supplementary income for 
agistment property owners. 

liOniJI In that membership comprises 
almost en tirely young fem ales. Three-
quarters of Manningham residents are 
under 18 or over 35 and as younger 
and older age groups are generally 
more Involved in horse riding, demo-
graphics of the area suggest a signifi-
cant horse riding target audience. 

Specifically relating to clubs, the 
strategy recommends the possibility 
of riding clubs amalgamating where 
membership numbers have fallen and 
Wyena Pony Club in South Warrandyte 
has called for a master plan for their 
grounds at Husseys Lane to determine 
the best use and development of the 
area for cross country events. 

Westerfolds Park Road side manage-
ment policy recommends discourage-
ment of horses in sensitive vegetation 
areas, suggesting alterndtive routes 
should be investigated . According to 
Parks Victoria, Jumping Creek Road 
provides the only viable access route 
between Wonga Park and Warrandyte, 
all other areas being environmentally 
sensitive, steep o r unsuitable for 
horses Despite recent maior road 
works, only parts of this road are us-
able by riders. 

The poor condition of many agist-
ment properties is also a concern to 
Manningham council, which may lead 
to a pasture management a credita-
tion program promoting and reward-
ing properties that are run in a sustain-
ab le manner, using such tools as a 
managed demonstration paddock and 
the hos tin g of workshops or open 
days. The study reports many horse 
keepers are new to land management 
and often have many demands on their 
time, which may lead to land degrada-

lion weed infestation and loss of ae • 
thetics . Environmental issues include 
horses browsing on native vegetation 
disturbing wildlife , d1sper·lng w eds 
compacting and eroding soil, w1d!'n1ng 
tracks and contaminating water 
through manure deposited along "'a-
terways. The draft strategy recom-
mends riders work with "friends of" 
groups in a voluntary capacity to pro-
tect and enhance the quality of s1gnih-
cant remnant vegetatmn areas 

The horse riding trategy 1ncludPd 
consultation with representall~es fr ,m 
horse riding clubs, council off1 ers 
Parks Victoria other state government 
agencies and neighbouring munic1pah-
ties This process demonstrated con-
siderable value in councils developing 
a regional horse liaison council to lo-
cus on particular issues such as horse 
trail networks. rider education. envi-
ronmental management , agistment , 
tourism and safety. A regional ap-
proach to grant appli ations may also 
be well received . 

A horse registration system would 
only be considered following consul-
tation with local government and other 
key stakeholders. Manningham 's 
project management unit a lso believes 
the state government should introduce 
legislation requiring all riders to wear 
helmets . The present law requires all 

The Sport and Recreation report also 
identifies that females participate less 
than males in sporting activities and 
less again through organised sports 
club structures . Pony clubs are excep-

Manningham 's open space strategy 
identifies several Melbourne Wate r 
pipe tracks as providing good oppor-
tunities to extend linear trail networks 
for riders and to improve linkages be-
tween areas of public open space. Con-
sultation is also planned with local rid-
ers to explore options for a route from 
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road to 

Watch that speedo: In Yarra Street (above) the speed limit is still 60km/h, 
but Everard Drive (right) and other residential streets in Warrandyte have 
been pegged back to SOkm/ h. (Pictures by Jan Tindale) 

Slow down in town 
BJ RACHEL BAKER 

The new speed limit on ml-
nor streets has created some 
confusion for driven, 
Warrandyte police sergeant 
Keith Walker said. 

The speed limit on residen-
tial streets was reduced from 
60km/h to SOkm/h across 
Victoria from Monday, Janu-
arJ. 22. 

It's still a bit confusing," 
Slit Walker said. 
briven' confusion seems to 

surround "collector" roads-
marked orange In the 
Melway street directory. Col-
lector roads funnel traffic 
from local roads lo bigger 
roads, and may or may not 
be residential. Harris Gully 
Road and Tlndals Road are 
collector roads. 

Some collector roads have 
been reduced to 50km/h, oth-
en remain at 60km/h or 
70km/h, and othen have not 
yet been decided . In many 
cases, the speed limit is nol 

marked with signs. 
VlcRoads sets all speed lim-

its, but bas sought advice 
from local councils for the 
collector roads, because 
councils have better knowl-
edge of local traffic condi-
tions. 

A spokespenon for 
Mannlngham council said 
their advice has been based 
on road conditions, traffic 
volume and connections to 
arterial roads. 

Most collector roads are 
now 50km/h, even If new 
speed limit signs have not 
been erected. 

Exceptions Include Home-
stead Road In Wonga Park 
(from Yarra Road lo Brushy 
Park Road), which has re-
mained at 60 km/h, and 
Holloway Road, also in 
Wonga Park, which has been 
kept at 60 km/h. 

The future limit for Brysons 
Road (Warranwood and 
Wonga Park) has not yet 

PETER GARDINER LL.B 
BARRISTER fl SOLICITOR 

For Legal Work including: 
• Property nnveyan ing 
• Family Law 
• ourt Repres ntation 
• Wills and Estates 
• ale of Business 

Office 1 , 2 Colin Avenue 
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road) 
West End, Warrandyte 

Ph: 
A.H. 
Fax: 

9844 1111 
9844 1192 
9844 1792 

been decided; In the mean-
time It will retain lls old limit 
of 70km/h. 

The slate government has 
advised driven to assume a 
limit of S0km/h on all collec-
tor roads until new signs are 
erected. 

All residential streets-
marked brown In the 
Melway-bave been reduced, 
but not all will be marked 
with signs because 50km/h Is 
the new default speed. 

Arterial Roads, marked 
black In the Melway-such as 
Warrandyte Road, Kangaroo 
Ground Road and Research 
Road-will remain al their 
current, signposted speed. 

Sgt Walker said some driv-
en, in their confusion, are 
travelling al SOian on main 
arterials. 

"It is a bil or a hazard; 
other drivers may become 
impatient," he said. 

There will be no amnesty 
for the introduction of lhe 

new limits, but police have 
been told to "use their dis-
cretion for minor breaches", 
Sgt Walker said. "Once driv-
en get used to the new sys-
tem, It will be much better. 

" It will be beneficial to all 
the streets affected In 
Warrandyte, especially 
streets like Everard Drive, 
where can have been known 
to drive too quickly on that 
narrow street." 

Sgt Walker said he would 
like to see a 50km/h speed 
limit throughout 
Warrandyte's central area, 
from Tills Drive lo 
Melbourne Hill Road. He be-
lieves the number of pedes-
trians and perked can and 
the amount of business and 
recreational activity around 
the streets make for challeng-
ing driving. 

"That would be wonderful," 
S~t Walker said, "but 
V1cRoads has decided that 
it's not appropriate ... 

FEELINGS 
Feeling anxious? afraid? angry? confused? hurt? guilty? 

wrong shape? Nobody understands how your feel? 

LIKE A CHANGE? 
Youc could try ecil1ate t:leal1og ,est:Jl 
The three session solution for emotional wellness 

Ring Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322 

COPY CLOSES ON THE 
LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 
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No golden cash 
for Warrandyte 

By RACHEL BAKER 
Despite Andersons Creek's orn-
cial recognition as the place 
were payable gold was first 
found in Victoria, Warrandyte 
appears to have missed out on 
government funding provided 
to mark the 150th anniversary 
of the discovery of gold 

Gold is a big part or Warran-
dyte's history. The hills are dot-
ted with old mine shafts. A 
favourite swimming spot, 
Pound Bend , was created by a 
miner seeking riches . And the 
old milk bar at the West End 
was called "Go lden Gate". 

Yet Warrandyte has been ex-
cluded from a round of gold 
celebration funding granted by 
the state government. 

Seventeen gold-related 
events-to celebrate the state's 
150th anniversary of gold dis-
covery-were announced last 
month by tourism minister, 
John Pandazopoulos , but 
Warrandyte was not included. 

A Warrandyte committee was 
established last year to 
organise celebrations for the 
anniversary. The Gold Discov-
ery Re-enactment Commi ttee, 
led by Rotary member Ron Kay, 
applied for a grant of around 
$35,000 to hold a day replicat-
ing the initial discovery of gold, 
including a drama display, tent 
city, and evening barn dance. 

Th e committee was "ex-
tremely disappointed" it missed 
out , Mr Kay, who is also a past-
president of Rotary, said. 

The committee had "other 
options· for finance and their 
planned events would still go 
ahead , member Gina Bevan-
Jones. said. 

The committee expects to re-
ceive ma np ower assistance 
from loca l groups including 
Pa rks Victoria , Warrandyte 
Business Association and the 
Warrandyte Historical ociet . 

"The plans won't have to be 
scaled down." 1r Ka said. 

The first round of funding, 
whose recipients were de ided 
by the Country \'1ctorian Tour-
ism Coum:il. i for anni\'er arv 
events The state government 
contributed almost l!l0 .000 to 

the scheme, v.h,ch is to be 
matched by local commun111es. 

The 17 successful events in-
clude a re-enactment walk from 
Robe South Australia to 
Bendigo. an H1stoncal To"'n fes-
tival in Beed1"' orth, and a "His-
tory of Clunes· musical play 
and ball in Clune 

"There is a focus on rural ar-
eas • spokeswomiln for the 
state government told the Di-
ary. "The grants focus on the 
goldfields themselves, which 
are located in rural 1ctoria." 
she said. 

As Warrandyte is often con-
sidered Victoria's home of gold, 
its exclusion from funding is 
unfair, according to state Lib-
eral MP Phil Honeywood 

"The steering committee ad-
ministering the fund has been 
under the joint chairmanship of 
three Labor 1Ps, and over 
percent of the events to be 
funded are located in Labor 
electorates," Mr Honeywood 
said. 

Mr Kay, of the Gold Discovery 
Re-enactment Committee, 
noted that Warrandyte was the 
first town to officially register 
gold discovery, but that the first 
discovery was made in Clunes 
on the previous day. 

·warrandyte got to 
Melbourne first, because we 
were only one day's travel 
away," Mr Kay said 

The second round of funding 
is for celebratory infrastructure 
and will be announced in mid-
February. 

The Warrandyte Hi torical 
ociety has applied for t"'o 

grants under the infrastructure 
scheme: to upgrade and open 
to the public the old slab hut in 
Castle Road , orth Warrand le 
and to upgrade the society's 
museum 

-we hope to install igna •e in 
the slab hut and open it to the 
public during the \\arrandvte 
Festival : ndy Bevan-Jone , 
president of the hlstom.· I ·oc.:1-
ety, said. ·we plan to up rade 
the mu eum·s _'old r m-\\ 1th 
more di pl v ·, ne ph tl -
graphs and deinon tratu>n and 
ne\\ sound ,·stems • 

RUSH & HAMPSHIRE 
Barri ter & Solicit r 

• Conveyancmg • L ases • Eque.-tnan legal b~lk' 
• Famtl) La\, • Per.·onal In1unt, 

• ale • Purchase of Busi.ncs - • \ \'ill" ·• I rd, 1h.' 
• nmmal c• Traffic(. ftt'n -t•. 

Prez io11sly Gcra/d111e M.T. Rush B.A. L .B. 
167 Yarra tr et, Warrandyte 

9844 4646 
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Big trouble with dogs 
r m "ntmg 10 sugge. t tha t the 
\\, rr;mdvte Ri\'er Re erve off-
l e d do _' " alking area be 
c hanged to n on-lead area . 
Th i. g es fo r all off-lead areas. 

I do th i. "1th much regret , as 
then•·· li ttle I eni oy more than 
- eein01 !TI) dog and other run-
nm • free ol the onstrainl ol 
the lead. 

How ev er. o n December . 
2000. mv fox terr ier wa at-
ta ·ed by a runaway rottweiler 
whose walker obviously had 
no ontrol ov er it. 

After my dog and I had passed 
the rott weiler, i t came running 
to\\ ard my dog. For tunately. l 
was able to jump on the rott-
weiler. ·n o k the wind out ol it 
and keep it from biting my dog's 
neck as i t was attempting to do. 
T his wa o nly achieved via 
much wrestling, even pu hing 
and kneeing. 

Finall_ l extr ica ted my dog 
from underneath the rollweil er. 
'he ra n aw.i and l only found 
her- terr ified- because an-
other man on the track l old me 
where she had gone. l pu t her 
in the car. 

l demanded the walkers ol the 
dog's detai ls and have s ince 
contacted th e Mann ingham 
coun ii and reported the inc i-
dent. 

At this stage, l migh t add , l 
received no help from the dogs' 
walkers during all lhis and no 
apology aft er the attack. 

I'd like 10 make two points. fi-
nally. 

Point 1: l th ink the authorit ies 
sho uld ban I hese areas as i t's a 
classic case of the few spoiling 
fo r t he majo r i t y, and if they 
don' t , ano ther dog or ev en a 
child may be kill ed or maim ed. 

Poin t 2: If you own a dog with 

HMt,ma 
a potentially unstable tempera-
ment . have it t rai ned by an ex-
per t. They are around; I know 
one mysell ; or gel a dog you can 
control. Always remember you 
must have these dogs trained to 
the poin t where you can recall 
them under any circumstances. 

This time, thank God, my little 
com panion survived; however, 
1 sustain ed serious injuries. 

Again l ask dog owners to be 
responsible and for the au thori-
t ies l o act. I believe it's ra rely 
the dog that 's at lau ll , but the 
owner. 

Please ac t , befo re it's too late. 
Ken Gammon 

by e-mail 

Fond memories of Lenny 
One morn ing dur ing the holi-
days my 14 year-old niece found 
Lenn . her 1 month o ld pet 
blue tongue l izard , dead in his 
tan k. He'd been a gentle, low-
maintenance pet which sh e'd 
saved up fo r ov er sever al 
months and bought from a re-
sponsible breeder. He loved to 
go !or regular stro lls on the 
grass. hide up her jumper to get 
warm, lie on h is hot rock and 
bask under his lamp. He also 
loved t o ea t freshly caught 
snails from the garden . What a 
wonder fully useful pet. 

But it was this taste !or snails 
that killed him. T he snail he ate 
t he night before he died must 
have co m e in fro m a 
neighbour's garden where snail 
bait had been used. The bail he 
had ingested was enough to kill 
Lenny. 

This inciden t was a terrible 
r em inder !o r ou r fam il y. We 
have lost two loved labradors 
to snail bait poisoning. This is 
not the place to go into the de-
tails ol how this occu rred-suf-
fi ce to say on both occasions it 
was the direct res ul t o l th e 
llimsy packaging used for this 
deadly stu ff. 

When our second dog died l 
made many enquiri es as to how 
a poison , w hich is capable of 
killing a 30kg dog, cari be so 
readily available in large quan-
tities in a simple card board box. 

o childproof con tainers seem 
lo be used. My quest ions were 
unsatis fac to rily answered. 

My concern then, and now, is 
tha t one day a child will be at-
tracted to the b r ight blu e or 
green pellets with tragic results. 
Why does such a powerful poi-

son have to be used in our gar-
dens at all? Knowing the small 
quantity that can kill a dog, the 
huge boxes on display in every 
super market and nursery must 
be capable of ki lling mi ll ions ol 
snails and slugs. And now we 
know that this poison is prob-
ably killing unt old numbers ol 
lizards , duc ks and any other 
wildlife which is at t racted to 
snails. 

Gardeners , pl ease reconsider 
your use ol snail bait. There are 
many less dangerous remedies 
and maybe ii y ou ' re lucky 
enough to have a couple of resi-
dent blue tongue lizards , either 
wild or as pets, they 'll help you 
dispose ol the snails and they'll 
enjoy their meals in safety. 

Doreen Burge 
Diane Court 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Best place Write on 
1 have been many ti mes on holi-
day t o Aus t ra li a and my 
favouri te place is Warrandyte 
(well , aft er the Southgate cen-
tre) . It is such an unusual place 
to !ind in this day and age and 
is !or me what Austral ia is all 
about. 

Among m y r easo ns fo r 
favouring Warrandyte are two 
ol the lovelies t people I know 
but wi th wh o m I hav e l os t 
touch . Could you pl ease as k 
your readers to help me !ind 
Kirsty James ol Pott ers Cottage 
and Debbie Saunders ol baking 
lame. 

I am no longer in the highly 
paid posi t ion I once was and 
can no longe r vis it as many 
ti mes as I'd l ike, but I can get a 
v icar ious buzz on the net. 

Co ngratul at ions on a v ery 
professional website and I hope 
you get many more hit s or im-
pressions. 

Anna MacDonald 
Andover, Hampshire, UK 

by e-mail. 

CLlrilE & 
Of'.liEM. 

'They'll be wanting to register 
lizards next, Ock!" 

Writers in country Aust ra lia are 
a specia l breed ol people, as we 
have found from the many re-
sponses to a writing competi-
ti on we held last year. 

We had many entri es !or our 
Ries ling And Roses com petition 
fro m around Au strali a , but 
mo r.e i mpo rt antl y we m ad e 
many fri ends. Writers who were 
keen to learn more about the 
cralt ol writing and who wanted 
to get in touch with other folk 
wi th similar interes ts. 

Although we are only a small 
writers' group based in country 
South Australia we have lormed 
an Outreach Writ ers Group ol-
ler ing information, support and 
advice to others like ourselves. 
We are publi shing a regular 
newslet t er- th e first due in 
February this year. 

Thro ugh your pages, we 
would like to reach writers in 
rural areas who may be inter-
est ed in j o ining this group. 
They may send a stamped, sell-
addressed envelope to: The Val-
ley Wr i ter s Outreach Group, 
P.O. Box 206, Clare, SA 5453 or 
email : tuchwood@rbe net au 
for a membership form and fur-
ther information. 

Nan Berrett 
secretary 

Valley Writers Inc 
by e-mail 

Thanks 
A sincere thank you to the car-
ing Warrandyte com muni ty !or 
your generosi ty o l p r ecious 
t ime in prepar ing a meal roster 
!or the Walker family during this 
di ffi cu lt year, and all the ongo-
ing suppor t i n man y k i ndl y 
deeds and thoughts. 

As many are not known per-
sonally to us, thank you one and 
all and belated seasons greet-
ings also. 

Kate Walker, John Shaw 
and families. 

AOSS/E BIN BAR 
RECYCLING is a grea t thing 
l o do! It's good for the envi-
ronment and can lower the 
cost ol packaging !or a whole 
range ol products . Last year 
275,000 tonnes o f recyclable 
material was recovered from 
Victorian homes. The amount 
of mater ial being recycled by 
Australians has doubled since 
recycling began JO years ago. 
That"s a lot ol waste that no 
longer goes in to landfill , 

We all know the benefits but 
somet imes pul ling recycling 
into our daily life can be a real 
c h o re. That's why a lot of 
councils p rovide recycling 
bins - they want to encour-
age us to take an aclive part 
in using our resou rces more 
wisely. Plus councils are able 
to low.er the cost or gar bage 
co llec tion to local residents 
through money raised from 
the resale of recyclable mate-
rial. 

It 's easier to sor t out ou r 
household rubbish into reus-
able mater ial and just plain 
garbage, when we have two 
separate bins. Once sorted , 
ou r domestic r efuse is 
whisked away in th e early 
hours ol the morn ing each 
week. All we have to do is get 
the bins out onto the street. 
That's where local resident 
and inventor, Neil Qualt rough, 
recognised a problem. Most 
rubbish and recycling bi ns 
have been d esigned to be 
technology-fr iend ly, no t 
people-friendly. Wh i le they 
are equipped with wheels and 
a strong han dl e, the bins are 

bulky an d d i ff ic ult t o move 
when lull ol refuse. 

"I began hea r ing a lew horror 
stor ies," Neil explains, "elderly 
peopl e and children inju r ing 
t he ms elves , p eopl e using 
strange and potentially danger-
ous methods to get the bins out 
on to the road and back to their 
hom e again . Some hate han-
dli ng the cobwebs that gather 
aro und the handle or lid be-
cause spiders might be lurking 
there, while others are uncom-
fo r table about handling t he 
bins !or hygiene reasons. A lot 
ol people are simply ti red ol 
having to go up and down the 
driveway twice in order to pu t 
both bins in place. 1 started to 
th ink there had to be a better 
way ol getting this dreary, yet 
necessary chore done." 

As an advocate !or recycling, 
Neil could see the sense In mak-

For more information phone 

0409900911 

ing it easier !or people to move 
thei r bins around the p ropert y. 
II they could manage it better, 
they migh t be more enthusias-
tic about using recyclable pack-
aging and returning i t !or reuse. 
He took on the challenge and 
came up with the Aussie Bin 
Ba r. This ellicien t , easy-to-use 
appliance enabl es residents to 
hook up one or two bi ns and 
mov e t hem easi l y to t he 
cu rbside. The Bin Bar comes in 
two des igns . One hand-held 
version making walking the bins 
a whole lot easier, another with 
a tow-bar fitt ing, which can be 
hooked up to the back ol the car 
so that one or bo th bins can be 
eas ily moved a long long or 
steep driveways . The bar is 
I 00% Aus trali an made [ro m 
cost effective mater ials, making 
it an allordable fami ly i tem. It 's 
a l ightweight , durable tool with 

/,J\ 
THE ORIGINAL AUSSIE 

BIN BAR COMPANY 

0 

no moving parts. The bar 
con nec ts and d isconn ects 
from th e b in s easily and 
quickly and can be stored in 
the car boot or shed . 

The response from local 
res idents who have put the 
Bin Bar into practice has 
been very positive. "They 
are delighted by the conve-
ni ence o l use as well as 
avoiding back strain or other 
injuries," r emarks Neil. 
" Mos t i mpo rtantly, th ey 
don't mind taking a more re-
sponsible attitude towards 
thei r waste management be-
cause ii 's no longer a dillicult 
task to perform." 

Special 
calendar 
A pic tori al ca lendar, suitable 
!or any year, has been pub-
lish ed to mark the "s ix sea-
son" annual cyc le ol lhe lo-
ca l indigenous people. 

Our l o ur-season annual 
cy c l e- summ er, autumn , 
winter, spring-arrived with 
the first white settlers from 
Europe and olt en bears little 
r e levan c e to I he nal ural 
rhythm of an Australian year. 

The Aboriginal people used 
a sequence ol six seasons. 
We call them high summer, 
late summ er, ea rly winter, 
deep winter, early spring and 
true sprin g. Th ey are also 
kn own as the Midd le Yarra 
Timelines. 

The Timelin es Calendar ex-
plores the seasonal patterns 
and beauty of our llora and 
fauna and the many wonder-
ful parks and reserves In the 
region . 

Local naturalist Glen Jame-
son captures the essence of 
the six seasons beautifully 
with his tim eless narrative 
and the calendar featu res 
artwork by Jock Macneish 
and superb photography by 
Neil McKinnon, Pat and Mike 
Co upar, Mari on Kin g, Glen 
Jameson and Helen Moss . 
The original text and i llustra-
tions were published in the 
Diary in 1997/98. 

The Tirnelin es Calendar is 
a joi nt ini ti ative ol Manning-
ham and Nillurnbik councils. 
It is not specific to one year, 
so can be used in success ive 
years . 

Copies of the calendar are 
available from th e customer 
servi ce desk at Manningham 
City Council ($5.50 including 
GSD or by ca lling Meli ssa 
Kin g or Kay To ussaint on 
9840 9333. (Additi onal $6.95 
[or postage and handling). 



Fire brigades on standby 
By PRUDENCE TRUBY KING 

Areftl(bten In the Warnmdyte area 
have l>een on lltandby lo go anywhere 
In the lltale during the total fire ban 
days of sammer. 

Wonga Park CFA captain Jlm McKee 
said IIOIDe or the brigade's memben 
helped pat oat a 14,000 hectare grass 
and crop fire at StaweU. The fire was 
also attended by volunteen from 
Warrandyte and South Warrandyte. 

"We've been pretty lucky In the Wonga 
Park area," Mr McKee said. "There's 
been abundant growth and the grass Is 
almost fully cured. Bui it doesn't have to 
be a deadly hot day to start a fire." He 
cautioned residents about using heat 
combustion engines In long grass areas 
following a fire caused by a tractor hit-
ting a rock. 

Andrew Blasbld, CFA captain at South 
Warrandyte, said three crews and one 
appliance went to the Stawell fire and 
others to a grass and scrub fire In 
Greenvale. Locally, three firefighting a~ 
pllances had gone to a fire in a front 

garden and nature strip after power 
Ones c.lasbed lo a dead tree. 

"We were even getting rain spots on 
the way to the cal]," Mr Bluhld said. 
"But even with the high humidity we've 
had the area is still very dry. We're for-
tunate not lo have had any Ughtnlng 
strikes, but the risk Is still there at 
places Uke Fourth Kill." 

Warrandyte CFA captain Rob Kilkenny 
said the outlook for the remainder of 
summer was very dry despite big down-
poun and he urged people lo keep their 
ganen and downpipes clear, although 

ALL FIRE ·.- . · 
CALLS:~J> 
000 

"fire prevention may be a paJn In the 
neck. 

• A couple of days after a tropical 
downpour and we're back to the aame 
high-risk situation," he said. "rare 
doesn't need strong wind in Warnmdyte 
where there's a lot or steep tenaln. It 
can easlJy nm up a steep bill without 
any wind." 

Mr Kilkenny warned people about be-
log too complacent as the hottest period 
of February Is still lo come. He recom-
mended extra tank water plus a fire 
pump connected lo roof sprinklers. 

North Warrandyte CFA captain Paul 
Buck said January's rain and humidity 
may have given the brigade a break but 
there was still a lol of grass and the fire 
potential was still reasonably serious. 

"However, there's an awareness out 
there," Mr Buck told the Diary. "Resi-
dents were very quick to enquire about 
the recent smoke sightings (from the 
fires on King Island). People are now 
sniffing the air and searching the hori-
zon." 

Reward 
for 
council's 
efforts 

Raising the roof 

Manningham council"s efforts 
to protect bio-diversity on pri-
vate land have been recognised 
by the Australian Local Govern-
ment Association. 

Mayor Cr Lionel Allemand ac-
cepted the commendation lor 
council"s biodiversity incen-
tives program at the recent 
2000 National Awards lor Inno-
vation in Local Government in 
Canberra. 

Cr Allemand said the re-
sponse lrom Manningham land-
owners lo the council's pro-
gram has been outstanding . 
"Since the program was intro-
duced , over 2000 residents 
have undertaken pest plant and 
animal control programs and 
I 00 people per year are pro-
vided with linancial assistance 
to enhance the environmental 
quality of their land." 

"Residents can also take ad-
vantage ol council's property 
management planning course, 
which teaches landowners how 
to tackle land management is-
sues on their property," he said. 
"Manningham oflers exciting 
incentives lor residents living 
next to waterways, nature re-
serves or in recognised conser-
vation areas. 

"Further grants are available 
to landowners that achieve con-
servation covenant or land for 
wildlife status ol their land. This 
commendation recognises the 
elforts of both community 
groups and council olficers who 
work so hard to preserve and 
maintain the natural environ-
ment we all enjoy," Cr Allemand 
said. 

A new hat for the hall: Warrandyte Arts Association have been raising money to replace 
the roof on the Mechanics Institute Hall for years. Recently, Manningham council topped 
up their fund with a generous grant. Diary photographer Jan Tindale caught these men at 
work, putting the finishing touches to the new roof, late last month. 

High school's top kids 
Warrandyte High School claims 
to have achieved one ol the 
state's best VCE results. 

01 the 85 students who at-
tempted Year I 2, all gained 
their VCE. Eleven gained scores 
above 90, with 26 achieving 
scores above 80. 

Dux of the school, Kyl ie 
Pearce, achieved 97.7. 

"As well as excellent aca-

demic results, most ol 
Warrandyte High School's high 
achievers took leadership roles 
within the school," assistant 
principal Jenny Devitt told the 
Diary. 

"They held down part-time 
jobs and made signilicant con-
tributions to school and com-
munity activities. 

"Some of their extra<urricu-

lar acilivities included school 
captain, music captain, house 
captain, Youth ol the Year final-
ists, leading roles in school pro-
ductions and writing lor the 
school magazine and the 
Warrandyte Diary," she said. 

"Nie George, Tinman in our 
production ol Wiz, earned a 
perlect score-SO out of SO-for 
Studio Arts." 

SO-! BySYD&ONA ENROL TODAY! 
,,_____.;---

tandup& 

.JOIN THE 
WARRANDYTE 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 
SUPPORT GROUP 

Become a member 
of the Group with a 

$2 subscription. 

Call Gina Bevan-Jones 
on 9844 3662 

WARRANDYTE 
VETERINARY CLINIC 

Mon-Fn: 9. 30-1 lam 'lpm-6. 30pm 
Saturday: \UOam-12 n(l()n 

We carry a full 
pet product range 

Catering for all small animals, 
exotic and wildlife. 

Dr Derek J. Fairley (s.v.sc.i 
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rcb, Warran<l7tt 

Consulcauon by Appointment-Phone 9844 3071 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Prepaotion 
• Electronic Lodgement ServiCe 
• Accounhng & Bus neS& Consultorits 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Assoc es 

Certified Practising AcCOllnfants 

MR. JULJS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

INCLUDING: 
• Slashing • Gutters 

• Fire Prevention Cleanups 

Pho"e PHIL PETERSEN 
9S+f. 0755 041 m 9o+O 

WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

All materials welded. 
Your place or mine. 

No job too small 
RING 

NEIL CARTER 
9844 2547 

VICTORIAN 
SCREEN DOORS 

Qualiry 
Reproduction 

Joinery 
Doors & Mantelpieces 
Inserts and Renovation 

Components 

BRICKWORK 
STONEWORK 

PAVING 
Etc. 

Phone: 
Bud Stringer 
9844 2448 or 

Alex Stringer 
9876 6007 

Mob 0414 761 754 

·-------· I TIMBER STAINING I 
I MUDBRJCK & CEMENT I 
I I I * Rendering I * Repairs : * Colour Matching : * Waterproofing 
I I 
I Ring MICHAEL I 
I on 9712 0436 I ·-------· .... ..... . 
Warrandyte Toy Library 

Toys, games, puzzles, 
dress-up tapes & morel 

Catering from 
6 months to 6 years 

ew members welcome 
184-186 Research-Warrandyte 

Road, orth Warrandyte 
Open: Wed I lam-l2.30pm 

Sat: IOam-11.30am 
Contact: Sue 9844 4034 

Editorial and Ad copy 
DEADUNE 

clases last Friday 
oftbementb 

All your landscaping needs 
• design • contracting • maintenance 

Phone Anthony, 0408 776 977 
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Ourcommuni 
Edited version of a 
discussion paper 
prepared by the 
Warrandyte 
Community Centre 
Support Group 1f HE Warrandyte commu-

nity and the Manningham 
City Council are currently 
al odds over the fut ure 
u e and management of 

the Warrandyte Community Centre. 
Thi state ol affairs has ar isen over 
a number of months, culminating in 
council taking over the centre man-
agement in Ocotober 2000. 

This paper does not in tend to 
carry on a war of words or compete 
with accusations of misinformation, 
but is intended as a brief insight , 
from a community perspective, as to 
why the community has reacted the 
wa it has in recent weeks. From a 
community perspective the situa-
tion is as follows: 

The Mayor attributes the centre lo 
the foresight of the former 
Doncaster and Templestowe coun-
cil in the late 19 Os (letter 15/ 11 / 
2000). 

Council built the centre in re-
sponse to fervent community action 
and pressure, it did not build it be-
cause it thought Warrandyte should 
have a community centre. Indeed 
there were a number of attempts to 
build a combined commercial and 
community centre before common-
sense prevailed and the centre was 
built in its current form . 

The council is quite properly 
proud of this award-winning build-
ing and the role it plays within the 
community. There are numerous ref-
erences to capital costs and value 
(currently 3.5million). 

Council put in financial capital that 
continues to increase over time, but 
the community has contributed so-
cial capital in large amounts which 
it believes is undervalued by coun-
cil and whose worth is never ac-
knowledged. This social capital may 
not , in the end , be returned to the 
community. 

Council commissioned a 1999 re-
view of the cent re by consultants as 
part of a wider review of counci l fa-
ci lities to deliver better out comes 
for the community (Mayor 's letter to 
residents 15/11 /2000). 

The consultants canvassed the us-
ers of the centre but did not engage 
in a broad-based community consul-
tation process. 

The consultants' repor t was very 
positive about community cent re 
management, but raised concerns 
about a community backlash should 
it be perceived that the community 
locus of the cent re would be re-

duced by the introduction of com-
mercial int eres ts. 

The community perspective is that 
the community centre is for the com-
mun i ty and su ch a backl ash to 
counci l's current moves is being ex-
perienced. 

A July 25, 2000 council motion re-
solved that "the need to minimise re-
sou rce requirements for the mainte-
nance, management and operation 
of the cen t re by maxim is ing th e 
cent re 's earnin gs from rental of 
p r ime spaces at market r ates, while 
continu ing to meet accommodation 
requ irements of th e community-
based serv ice by providing low cost 
accommodation". 

This h as caused g reat an xi ety 
amongst cent re tenants and with in 
t he community as it appeared both 
con t radictory and threatening. 

There are several references within 
council documents to "market rent-
als" and "coffee shops" (Cr Patri cia 
Young's lett er 7/ 11 /2000). 

This caused concern, pa rt icularly 
to the three ground floor, st reetfront 
tenants. as they feel directly affected 
by this. Two of these tenants do not 
receive counci l grants and are per-
ceived to be under threat. The Lion's 
Op Shop pu t s large amo unts of 
money back into the community, not 
just in Warrandyte. The Diary is the 
community newspaper and has been 
valued and supported fo r 30 years. 

Council has said it had no option 
but to put an int erim management 
body in p lace to manage the cent re 
as the commit tee o f management 
did not re-nominate (Mayor 's letter 
to residents 15/ 11/2000). 

The management committee's per-
ception was that council placed new 
and onerous requi rements on them 
and therefore t hey were unable t o 
re-nominate. The ru les of re-nomina-
tion were that the community cen-
tre should be self-funding wi thin 12 
months , which was seen as a 
contractural obligat ion that commit-
tee members were unable to accept. 

Counc'I val uers carried out a valu-
ation ol community spaces in the 
cen t re. 

The question asked was why was 
this necessary, given that council 
should have all th is information on 
hand. This caused great an xi ety 
amongst t enants an d raised !ears 
wi thi n t he community of commer-
cial rates being applied. 

On Oct o b er 3 1, 2000, council 
agreed in principle to consider call-
i n g t end er s from non-profit 
o rgani sa ti o ns to manage the 
Warrandyte Community Centre. It 
r ecommen ded that a community 
based, independent committ ee or 
management be not considered be-
cause of diffi culties experi enced. 

Communi ty r eaction to this has 
been severe, as it has been inter-
pret ed to mean that the manage-

a 

ment ol the centre will move out of 
community hands. There is a fear 
that the situation may mirror the 
experience ol Eltham Community 
Centre where it is said local commu-
nity groups can no longer allord to 
use it, or Domeney Reserve, where 
user groups have been stret ched to 
raise extra funds to meet increased 
rental costs. 

The Mayor's letter ol November 15 
places great stress on the fact that 
the centre was to become financially 
independent (there has never been 
a clear definition of this) . 

The perception within the commu-
nity is that the centre has raised 
funds for its operation, manage-
ment and maintenance. It has 
undertaken maintenance and 
upgraded and renewed where 
required . Monies marked for 
maintenance were set aside. The 
community understands that 
council has funded the manager's 
salary over the past few years 
and this fias been viewed as a 
small contribution , given the si ze 
and complexity of the centre. 

The Mayor 's letter makes refer-
ence to the centre falling below 
minimum maintenance standards 
and that $70,000 is required to 
bring maintenance up to scratch. 

Th e community 's r eactions 
range from "show us where the 
problems are " to " wh ere is 
council 's contribution to major 
maintenance, seeing it is their 
$3.5m building?" 

Other council information cir-
culating in the community (Cr 
Patricia Young's letter, 7/ 11 / 2000, 
reference t o a callee sh op) ap-
pears t o indicate that commercial 
int eres t s have been considered , 
ev en whil e the Mayor's letter ap-
pears to refute this. 

The outcome of this contradictory 
in formati on has been one of anger 
and confusion with in the commu-
nity. 

As a result o f th e above there has 
been a groundswell or opposition to 
council 's acti ons and a publi c meet-
ing was held in November to con-
sider th e issue. 

Public meeting 

A well-attended public meeting was 
held to discuss the future use and 
management of the centre on No-
vember 22 , 2000. Speakers at the 
meeting touched on the history of 
the centre, its role in the community 
life of Warrandyte, provided acco-
lades (and some criticisms) for past 
management and raised a number of 
questions about the future of the 
centre and council 's intentions. 

The meeting decided to form a 
working party to oppose council's 
plans. They resolved that the cen-
tre should be run for the community 
by a community-based committee 

reclai 
and that council should be re-
quested to defer future action as the 
community is preparing a plan for 
the future operation of the centre. 

Working group 
The group has adopted the working 
title of the Warrandyte Community 
Centre Support Group and has met 
to formulate the new proposals con-
tained in this discussion paper for 
the future management ol the cen-
tre in line with the motions passed 
at the community meeting. 

The working group has taken the 
positive view that this is an oppor-

tunity to review and reassess the 
centre's community role and man-
agement. The original deed was set 
to run to 2001 when a review was to 
occur and this falls in line with that 
time frame. The group has taken an 
innovat ive approach, canvassing 
community suggestions and support 
and seeking broad community par-
ticipation through the establishment 
ol a support group for the centre. It 
sees opportunities for a new-style 
approach and lor establishing a new 
relationship with council. 

Community history 

The Warrandyte Community Centre 
has had strong grass roots support 
from its inception. It has enjoyed 
amazingly strong community sup-
port, from the original community-
based proposals to successive man-
agement committees and enormous 
volunteer input, from design com-
mittees to garden planting. It has 
sustained community development 
over the past 10 years by providing 
a central locus for community activi-
ties. It is a centrally based, attrac-
tive and highly visible location, sup-
plying a strong base for a number of 

community groups. 
The building was originally 

planned and designed to bring a 
number ol scattered community 
organisations together under the 
one roof. At the time it was agreed 
that this would, over time, save 
council time and money. To build 
meant that the old Getson site was 
closed and the youth coffee shop 
relocated. The community agreed to 
the demolition of the Whitehouse 
and the transfer ol the Citizens' 
Advice Bureau and other groups 
lrom other locations to ensure the 
viability of the new centre. Groups 
seeking long-term, attractive and 

affordable premises were encour-
aged to relocate to the new cen-
tre. 

The number of volunteer hours, 
professional and dedicated, that 
have been given to the centre has 
been phenomenal. 

From the original sub-commit-
tee of WAC, who worked on con-
tent and design, the implementa-
tion committee, the hours of 
work from individual councillors, 
to the many volunteers who cur-
rently stall and run the various 
organisations, there has been a 
willingness to contribute to 
something of value to the com-
munity. The Diary takes 2000 
skilled hours to produce an issue, 
the Op Shop employs over 30 vol-
unteer hours every week. 

There is no way a council could 
pay for the hours and the quality 
of service given by these volun-
teers . This has been a symbiotic 
relationship between council and 
the community. On the one hand, 

council has provided a building and 
some support, and on the other, the 
community has offered services , 
social investment and community 
development . At the end of the day, 
though council always has the physi-
cal bricks and mortar as a result of 
its investment, the community 
stands to lose its investment, made 
over time, if the centre ceases to be 
a true "community" centre. 

There has always been a philo-
sophical underpinning to the devel-
opment of the centre, and that is that 
it came into existence to serve the 
community. Previous attempts to 
bring in commercial offices or 
shopfronts have always been re-
jected on the grounds that these run 
counter to this philosophy. Speakers 
at the public meeting constantly re-
ferred to the underlying philosophy 
of the centre that, it was suggested , 
automatically rejects any proposals 
for any form of commercial activi-
ties. 

Philosophy 

The Warrandyte Community Centre 
exists to serve the community and 
its community groups. It reflects in-



its heart 
terests within the community, pro-
vides a meeting place and "home" to 
a number of community groups. It 
clusters groups and volunteers in a 
pleasant environment and provides 
a locus within the township on 
"community" and community ser-
vices. 

There is no requirement for 
commercialisation given the range 
of existing shops and businesses lo-
cated elsewhere in the town. (For 
instance, there are 14 places where 
food and drinks are served.) II busi-
nesses infiltrate the centre it will 
cease to be a community centre and 
take on another role . 

A vision for the centre was clearly 
articulated at the public meeting by 
most of the speakers and confirmed 
in the first motion passed . 

Proposal 

It is proposed that a new support 
group-the Warrandyte Community 
Centre Support Group-be estab-
lished, with wide support from the 
community. This is proposed to pro-
vide a comprehensive support base 
and to reassure council that it has 
the necessary expertise and depth 
to continue to provide ongoing, 
strong and effective management of 
the centre. The WSCCG has the ad-
vantage of drawing on past expertise 
of community members involved 
with the running of the centre, and 
new players who can bring fresh and 
innovative ideas. 

• WCCSG will operate the centre 
on behalf of council under a deed of 
arrangement. 

• WCCSG will appoint a board of 
management to run the centre, com-
prising nine members, drawn from 
its members and tenant groups, to 
ensure true community representa-
tion. 

• WCCSG will take responsibility 
for all facets of centre management , 
with grants from council on major 
maintenance requirement. 

If there is agreement in principle 
to the establishment of such a com-
mittee, then council and the WSCCG 
working party could establish coun-
cil requirements as to future use and 
management of the centre and a 
deed of arrangement drawn up to 
ensure these are delivered. 

A number of issues requiring reso-
lution have already been identified 
and could form part of ongoing ne-
gotiations to draw up a practical and 
viable deed of arrangement. They 
could include: 

• tenure of management group 
• review of tenancies, rental 

spaces and grounds 
• methodology for allocation of 

new rental space 
• social benefit analysis 
• $70,000 identified by council to 

bring maintenance "up to scratch" 
• yearly level of contributions by 

council to a major maintenance fund 
• contribution by Nillumbik hire 

Council 
• "global" insurance policies. 

Council's "vision" 

The draft "Expressions of Interest" 
for the management of the centre 
does not make provision for the con-
tinued grant from counci l that cov-
ers the cost of the manager's salary. 
It requires the preparation of what 
the counci l calls a "Business Plan", 
and as one of the "operating prin-
ciples" it demands that "market rent-
als be considered for those who oc-
cupy the three streetfront spaces". 

In addition, the establishment of a 
"committee of tenant groups and lo-
cal residents", separate from the 
management body, appears to be an 
attempt to isolate the management 
of the centre from community ac-
countability. This appears to be a 
"corporate" model for managing the 
centre as some sort of "community 
business". These requirements are 
very much at odds with the vision 
expressed by the community. 

Our future v1s1on 
Our bigger vision for the centre goes 
well beyond who is managing it and 
financial matters. We conceive a cen-
tre that facilitates community devel-
opment, providing for the commu-
nity at large with opportunities and 
reasons for the community to come 
together. One that enables, facili-
tates and provides for emerging and 
embryonic groups within the com-
munity and undertakes mentoring 
and mediation . 

We envisage a financially robust , 
dependable and resourceful man-
agement group, building on past suc-
cesses, encouraging innovation and 
drawing support from the commu-
nity. 

Way forward 

The introduction by Manningham 
council of state government's "Best 
Value Principles" has encouraged 
the working group to anticipate that 
council will be willing to listen to the 
Warrandyte community on this mat-
ter and act on their concerns. To 
quote, "understanding the issues the 
community is concerned about , the 
service it requires and the standard 
of that service is paramount". 

The Warrandyte community takes 
great pride in its willingness to lis-
ten and act on community concerns. 
If council is to "walk the talk" of its 
many statements on community and 
listening to concerns, then the work-
ing group is confident that it will 
work through this issue with repre-
sentatives of the Warrandyt e com-
munity in order to reach a conclu-
sion satisfactory to all. 

Support group's bid for 
centre management 

By CLIFF GREEN 
The support group formed lo oppose 
commercialisation of the Warranclyle 
Community Cent re believes 1t can man-
age the facility "in a vibrant robus t 
ancl cost-effective manner" 

The Warrandyte Community Centre 
Support Group (WCCSG) has submit-
ted an "ex pres sion o f interest- to 
Manningham council for the manage-
ment of the centre. 

The group describes itself as a not-
lor-prolit incorpo rated community 
body formed as a result of the public 
meeting in November. Its first stated 
objective is "to ensure the Warrandyte 
Community Centre is available to the 
community of Warrandyte and is man-
aged by representatives of the commu-
nity". 

In its expression of interest docu-
ment, WCCSG has "taken an innovative 
approach, canvassing com munity sug-
gestions and support and seeking 
broad community participation 
through the establishment of a sup-
port group for the centre. It sees op-
portunities for a new style approach 
and establishing a new relationship 
with council". 

The group believes it "can offer a 
breadth of management and associ-
ated skills. A strong management team, 
with proven community support and 
strength in community consultation , 
provides the essential expertise re-
quired for managing the complex. In 
addition WCCSG has very specific 
knowledge and understanding of the 
centre, resulting from a range of pre-
vious community involvement and 
practical work experience". 

WCCSG proposes a number of mea-
sures to increase the use and financial 
viability of the centre. These include: 

• Attract more permanent tenants , 
including tenants who can provide 

comm 11nity services and .iflord closer 
to commercial rent.1ls Examples could 
be a community health service and,, 
State PMk inf rmation cent re 

• Analyse pr sent casual users 
build on their req11irements and then 
promote the centre through such f<>-
cused opportunittes as tmdal fairs for 
example 

• Analyse past users. identify posi-
tive attributes and dete rmine improve-
ments in the centre"s facilities and pro-
visions. 

• Canvass local groups on their cu r-
rent and future needs , define requ ire-
ments and opportunities. 

• ldentily a range of service provid-
ers-caterers , entertainers , musicians 
and so on within a range or packaged 
prices-thus offering a complete func-
tion service. 

• Develop, in conjunction with local 
groups , a program of co mmunity 
events to "showcase· the centre. 

e Increase use of the foyer. forecourt 
and courtyard. 

The group has included a three-year 
financial projection in their submis-
sion . It allows for all adminstration 
costs , insurances, garden and minor 
building maintenance and services , 
and includes an annual $5000 return 
to Manningham council, to be set 
against future major maintenance. It 
predicts annual surplus funds ol $1550 
in 2001 , $2050 in 2002 and $2200 in 
2003. It anticipates a financial contri-
bution from Nillumbik council of $2000 
in 200 I , rising to $3000 in 2003, but 
requires no money from Manningham 
council, apart from allocations neces-
sary to meet major maintenance. 

WCCSG proposes the waiving, for the 
first year, of any management fee due 
to the group "to olfset rises in rents 
for community tenants". Rentals from 
tenants are predicted at $20,000 

(LOO I) 24 00 (20 2) and ~LI, 0 
(200:l) 

The subm1ss1on vropo~es the er 
at1on of a hal on gr uµ "to provide a 
forum !or thr. µ rmancnl tenant of t e 
centre, repeating ca. ual 11sNs dnd 
members <,I the· local rommunity" 
With mr>re thdn 150 local subscrih rs 
In date the group t,t,lieVf'S It has a ub-
stantial membership t,.,se for su h 
community involvement 

WCCSG olfice bearers, all electe<I at 
the November public meeting are 
Jock Macneish (p resident) , Gina 
Bevan-Jones (secretary) . John Pen will 
(public officer). Darren Bowers (trea-
surer) . Pamela Dry (vice-president) 
and Rob McDowell and Val Polley 
(working group members). 

The submission states that several 
members have been "part of past suc-
cessful Warrandyte Community Centre 
management committees·. The office 
bearers include an a rchitect. a solici-
tor, an accountant with marketing 
qualifications, a resea rch scientist , a 
professional secretary, environmental 
business and planning consultants and 
a former mayor of Doncaster-
Templestowe council. 

Members include "mature and expe-
rienced business professionals with a 
wide and complementary range of ex-
perience-strategic, legal , financial 
manage ment skills-with major 
strengths in community implementa-
tion , including management of other 
community organisations". 

As well as the express ion of interest 
from the Warrandyte community 
group, the Diary believes submissions 
have been recei ved from the 
Manningham Recreation Association 
and YMCA. It is anticipated that coun-
cil officers will report to the council 
meeting later this month, "evaluating 
express ions of interest received". 

Nillumbik pledges support 
By FIA CLENDINNEN 

Nillumbik council has come out 
strongly in support of local resi-
dents over the issue of the 
Warrandyte Community Centre. 

In December, North Warrandyte 
resident Richard Schurmann ad-
dressed Nillumbik councillors 
about the centre. 

He pointed out that although 
Warrandyte is divided by council 
boundaries the community itself is 
not troubled by such technical ar-
rangements and many residents 
who live on the north side of the 
river make use of the community 
centre for local activities. 

He also reminded counclllors that 
the previous Eltham council had 
contributed $150,000 towards the 
construction of the community cen-
tre . 

Mr Schurmann called on 
Nillumbik council to establish dia-
logue with Manningham councillors 
in order lo put forward the point of 
view of North Warrandyte resi-
dents. 

"Please be involved in this," Mr 
Schurmann told the Nillumbik 
councillors. "This centre ls special 
to your ratepayers." 

DI Bullen, Nillumblk counclllor for 

Mt Pleasant Ward, immediately 
moved a motion in support of Mr 
Schurmann's appeal. 

Cr Bullen was a resident of 
Warrandyte for more than 20 years 
and as a member of the Warrandyte 
Environment League (WEL) was 
part of the struggle to save the site 
from a supermarket development 
with rooftop parking. 

"WEL bitterly fought for that site 
to be purchased by council, and 
then for it to be a community cen-
tre," Cr Bullen told the Diary. "So I 
don 't think it's fair on the commu-
nity to start running It as a profit-
able asset ." 

Cr Bullen was supported unani-
mously by all the other counclllors. 
They resolved that Nillumbik coun-
cil support the continuation of the 
centre as a not-for-profit facility, 
and that Nillumbik enter into di.&-
cussions with Manningham council 
over its management. 

Cr Neil Roberts, representing 
Sugarloaf Ward (which Includes 
North Warrandyte), has been nomi-
nated to liaise with Manningham 
council over the issue. 

He agreed with Cr Bullen that to 
use the community centre as a way 
of collecting revenue was at odds 

with its original philosophy. 
"There are two ways of raising 

more money out of the place," he 
said. 

"One is to raise the rent of the 
community users and the other is to 
bring in the commercial users. Both 
have an impact on the local commu-
nity and a.,·e completely contradic-
tory to the role of the centre. It 
wasn't ever built for that purpose. 
Quite the contrary. It was built to 
provide the services it currently 
does provide." 

Cr Roberts said that illumbik 
was keen to take part in discussions 
with Manningham and earlier this 
month a letter was sent from 
Nillumbik formally requesting a 
meeting between the two munici-
palities. 

"We can't step over the boundary 
and start tellin.\! them bow to run 
their business, he said. "What we 
can do is say we would definitely 
like to be involved in this becau e 
our community is impacted by 
whatever decisions they might 
come up with. 

"And we feel we have a take, be-
cause of the predecessor council 
having made a capital contribution 
to it." 

Core.ys 
Xmas 

Wish list 
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OPEN EVERY DAY 
FOR LUNCH 
AND DINNER 

A special place for a 
special function 
RESERVATIONS- 9712 0266 

Pitmans Corner, Eltham/Yarra Glen Rd , Kangaroo Ground 

r-------" 
I WARRANDYTE I 
: UPHOLSTERY: 

Bring birds to 
your garden 

I Winner of I 
: Top Upholstery : 
I Award I 
I Francis J Britta I I 11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte I 

~ ,:,;.,« ~-I 

1 Phone 1 
I 9844 2416 I 

BRADLEYS BUSHSCAPE 
98441441 L-------.a 

JUDY'S 
DOG WASH 
••WE CO"E TO YOU" 

Warm Water Hydrobath 
Deodorising 

Shampoo & Flea Rinse 
Blow Dry & Brush 

Nail Cutting 
Full Grooming 

0403181150 
or 9844 2263 

SUPPORT 
LOCAL TRADERS 

All types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

cleaning & repairs 
Terry Ryan 

9879 0373 or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

HEALTHY GREAT LOOKING TEETH 
NEED SPECIAL REGULAR CARE 

"le offer a highly professional service and 
are open evenings for your convenience. 

Dr TIM SYNNOT 
616 Park Road, Park Orchards 

For appointments telephone: 

9876 4358 
You'll be smiles ahead with an ADA dentist 

Warrandyte 
Community 
Market 
Under the gum trees, 
beside the Yarra on 
Stiggants Reserve, 
Yarra St, Warrandyte 
I st Saturday of each month 
- except January, 9am-lpm. 

They did it all 
A RECORD number of people 

who have made outstanding 
contributions t o various 
aspects of local life received 
Menzies Community Austra-

l ia Day Awards from federal MP Kevin 
Andrews. 

Th e awards w ere p resented in The 
Great Hall , Ivanhoe Cent re, on January 
26. 

"Th e purpose of t hese awards is to 
recognise the valuable contribution that 
many peopl e make to their local commu-
nity," Mr An drews said . 

Warrandy t e resi dents honoured in-
cluded: 

MARJORIE BEECHAM was a found ing 
member of the Templestowe Kindergar-
ten committee in the 1950s and worked 
to develop a preschool for local children. 
Later, she became inaugural t reasurer 
and then president of the Templestowe 
Girl Guides group. During this t ime, an 
A-frame hall was built for the guides in 
Fitzsimmons Lane. It was decorated with 
a beautiful mosaic created by Marjorie 
and Virginia Linton Smith . Since 1958, 
hundreds have benefited from Marjorie's 
pottery classes for the Warrandyte Arts 
Association. She spearheaded huge fund-
raising efforts to build a studio at Potter's 
Cottage. When forced to relocate in 1980, 
Marjorie and a group of friends put in all 
the effor t required at t he new site-the 
old fire station in Mitchell Avenue-
which included installing a stai r case, 
over 10 exhausting days. Marjorie has 
served on the central committee of the 
Warrandyte Arts Association fo r more 
than 40 years . She was a founding mem-
ber of Probus and supported her late 
husband's involvement in Rotary. 
Marjorie's vision and drive have real ised 
dreams and so benefited a wide cross 
section of the local community from ki n-
dergarten age to retirees . 

PAT COUPAR has made an outstanding 
contribution in th e field of environmen-
tal awareness and local park conserva-
tion , parti cularly in h er work with 
Warrandyte State Park. She has been a 
member of Friends of Warrandyte State 
Park for over 13 years . She co-edited the 
landmark publication Discover Warran-
dyte and has continued to contribute a 
natural history column to the Warrandyte 
Diary. In 2000 she finally published the 

limited edition Flora Of Warrandyte. To-
gether with State Park ranger David Van 
Boeke!, she found, notated and photo-
graphed all of Warrandyte's indigenous 
flora , including some regionally signifi-
cant species. This two volume work in-
volved thousands of photographs, much 
categorising and represents around 10 
years of Pat 's spare time. This labour of 
love has resulted in an invaluable com-
munity reference of the local flora. 

CUFF GREEN has worked hard for the 
community of Warrandyte for more than 
30 years. Upon his arrival , he joined th e 
Warrandyte Pr imar y School committee 
and soon afterwards became involved 
wi th the local youth club, adopting the 
role of their publicity offi cer. Finding it 
difficult to obtain publicity for this group, 
he decided to star t a local community 
news paper, the Warrandyte Diary, which 
is now in its 31st year. Many of i ts t rai nee 
journalists have, encouraged and guided 
by Cliff and co-edito r Lee Tindale, gone 
on to become respec ted journalists in 
thei r fields. Cli ff was a founding member 
of the Warrandyt e Envi ronment League 
in which he was act ive for many years. 
In his role as president of the Warrandyte 
Hist orical Society, he fought long and 
hard for the preservati on of an histori c 
miner's slab hut, discovered concealed 
with in anoth er building being demol-
ished . The success of h is efforts were 
due to his careful and pati ent negotiat-
ing skil l s. He w as a fo un der o f th e 
Warrandy te Youth Arts Award . Through 
the Warrandyte Diary he continues t o 
give a voice t o the many aspects of life 
in th e community of Warrandy te. 

BASIL HOLLAND (posthumous award) 
Dorothea Holland received an award 

made posthumously to her late husband, 
BASIL HOLLAND who was a volunteer at 
Information Warrandyte (formerly 
Warrandyte Citizens' Advice Bureau) 
from 1987. His carpentry skills resulted 
in many of the fittings in the bureau's 
office. For many years he assisted with 
the delivery of food parcels through the 
Warrandyte Housing and Support Ser-
vice. He also regularly assisted with man-
aging-and fitting out-the book ex-
ch ange of the Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House. In his own time , he 
gave emotional and social support to 
people with physical and social disabili-

ties. He drove people to hospital and per-
formed practical tasks as required . A 
former merchant seaman, he donated his 
own paintings of sailing ships for fund-
raising and display at the Warrandyte 
Community Centre. Basil was a fine ex-
ample of a large-hearted and caring citi-
zen who will be missed by all who knew 
him . 

MURRAY HOUGHTON has made an out-
standing contribut ion in the area of re-
search into Victorian aborigines, parti cu-
larl y the local Wurundjeri tribe, and the 
hist or y of gold mining in Victoria. He is 
a valued member of the Warranclyte His-
tori cal Society and his expertise in th ese 
fi elds is highly respect ed and sought al-
ter throughout Victoria . Having spent his 
childhood and early adult life in 
Warrandyte, his phen omenal memory of 
th ese times in the area is much relied 
upon by those seeking information about 
their families in this peri od . Despite poor 
health , Murray is always willing to host 
school groups , mem bers of th e public 
and any other interes ted parties wishing 
to visi t the society 's museum. His kind-
ness, helpfulness and depth of histori-
cal kn owledge often overwhelms th ose 
seeking information. He is considered to 
be one of the most v ital members of the 
Warrandyte Historical Society and his in-
volvement over th e past 10 years has 
much to do with its continuing success. 

BETTY OKE has been a leading member 
of the Friends of Warrandyte State Park 
for 10 years . For much of this time, Betty 
and her partner Neal have organised and 
staffed the local "Friends" group infor-
mation stall at the Warrandyte Market. 
Betty encouraged and rostered members 
to man the stall in conditions that were 
often less than attractive in winter. Betty 
helped stall visitors with their enquiries 
and inspired other committee members 
by her example to suggest productive 
change . Last year, she reluctantly 
handed over these duties to another 
member. For many years, Betty took her 
turn as a voluntary weekend attendant 
at the Warrandyte Historical Society's 
museum at the old post office. Despite 
imperfect health, she continues to help 
the community at the Warrandyte festi-
val and most market days , helping with 
the Friends of Warrandyte State Park 
stall. 



for this place 

MARGARET PULFORD ol Warrandyte 
has worked at St Anne's Primary School, 
Park Orchards , for 16 years . In that time 
she has had a huge impact on the lives 
ol children in the Park Orchards and 
Warrandyte area. Her classroom has al-
ways been a stimulating, welcoming and 
happy environment. She has worked con-
scientiously to provide a variety of ac-
tivities to suit children 's needs and in-
terests . As a stall member, she assumed 
many positions of leadership and always 
gave her lull commitment to them. She 
retired from teaching last year and has 
since begun voluntary work. She has 
been honoured for her years of dedica-
tion in the field ol education. 

VIVIAN CAMPBELL RUSH has been a pil-
lar o l the Warrandyte community si nce 
at leas t 1954. Fo ll owing service as an 
army engineer in th e second world war 
in Darwin and lar north Queensland, Viv 
came to Warrandyte. As a founding mem-
ber o l th e West Warrandy t e Progress 
Association , he helped t o map all th e 
residences ol the area to make a success-
ful submission to the SEC to have elec-
tricity connected . At the foundation 
meeting ol the Warrandyte Kindergarten 
Association he was elected president and 
subsequently helped to build and later 
extend the kindergarten . As a member 
of the Warrandyte Recreation Ground 
Committee, he designed the first public 
septic toilet lor Warrandyte and this 
model was later used by the council to 
construct public toilets in unsewered 
areas . He was elected president ol the 
Warrandyte sub-branch ol the RSL in 
1955 and served eight times as president 
until 1985. He was president of the 
Warrandyte Advancement Association 
from 1958 until 1967 and helped to raise 
funds lor many projects, including the 
swimming pool at Warrandyte State 
School. Viv served as a Doncaster-
Templestowe councillor, representing 
Warrandyte from 1962 until 1973. He was 
a justice ol the peace until 1992. He has 
been a trustee !or the Warrandyte Quarry 
Disaster Trust and was a Doncare inter-
viewer until 1996. From 1973 until 1996 
he was a member of the Warrandyte 
Meals on Wheels committee and a driver 
for Meals on Wheels from 1979 until 1996. 
He was president ol Warrandyte Probus 
Club in 1991. 

/ 
/ 

ROHAN THORNTON has been hi ghly 
commended by all the groups with whom 
he works . He is desc ribed as a great 
worker lor the Warrandyte community. 
He has been a volunteer with the Coun-
try Fire Authority for the past 10 years 
and has been very active with the com-
munity fireguard groups. Every Tuesday 
night and Sunday morning he trains at 
the fire station. He helps train younger 
members, participates in burn-olls and, 
of course, attends fires . He helps too with 
fund-raising and is always to be seen at 
the Festival stall and Warrandyte Carols 
by Candlelight. Rohan also brings con-
siderable expertise from his job, as a 
lighting director at Channel 9, to the work 
he does for local groups. He has helped 
the Warrandyte/ Park Orchards Blue 
Light committee to organise dance par-
ties for local youth on several occasions. 
He provided the lighting for the Taroona 
Avenue Kindergarten Christmas play at 
no charge and volunteered his services 
for the Warrandyte Festival 's sound and 
light show on the Yarra. Once a month , 
he does car park duty at the Warrandyte 
Market , helping stall holders find their 
allotted spots. 

JOYCE WILKS has been doing voluntary 
work o f one sort or an o th er around 
Warrandyte for the past 19 years. She be-
gan in 1982 at the Warrandyte Primary 
School canteen, then at the high school 
canteen , where she was also on the can-
teen committee. Whilst her sons were at 
the I st Warrandyte Scout group she gave 
her time as a member of thei r manage-
ment committee. Joy ce became a volun-
teer at Information Warrandyte ( formerly 
the Warrandyte Citizens Advice Bureau) 
in 1988 and is still one of their team o f 
v olunteers . She has been statisti cs o f-
ficer of 12 years, on the management 
committee since 1989 and is currently 
secretary, a positi on which she has held 
several times over the years . She was a 
member of the Warrandyte Community 
Centre management committee between 
1994 and 1997. In 1998 she became a vol-
unteer with the Warrandy t e Neigh -
bourhood House and is currently sec re-
tary of their committee of managem ent. 
Joyce volunteered her time to help at the 
l ocal primary school during 1998 and 
2000, where she mostl y worked in the l i-
brary. 

"The Commonwealth of Australia is 100 years old this 
year. In that 100 years, we have forged our own identity 
and have emerged as a sovereign and independent 
country. 2001 will provide all of us with a great opportunity 
to recognise our achievements as a nation." 

KEVIN ANDREWS, MP 
Federal Member for Menzies 

PETER WATTS was one ol the charter members of Warrandyte Lions ' Club. He 
was president in 1978/ 79 and is now a life member. For much ol his time with the 
club, he has been an olfice bearer and board member. Despite losing his sight 
over the past lew years, he has held the position of club secretary with the assis-
tance ol his wile, CATHERINE WATTS, who has, in ellect, become his secretary. 
As an active service club with more than 30 members, the time and effort re-
quired to perform the secretary's duties is substantial and the club is indebt ed 
to Peter and Cath lor all their efforts . In 1995, alter discovering that vision im-
paired people iQterstate were being given the chance to drive again , Peter pro-
posed what has since become an annual event, the "In the Driver 's Seat" pro-
gram. Run at Sandown Racecourse, using dual-controlled cars supplied by the 
RACY, around 180 vision impaired people are able to get behind the wheel again. 
Peter and Cath put a huge ellort into staging this event together each year. 

P' 
MANN INGH AM 

SPORTING FACILITIES 
2001/2002 Summer & Annual Season 

Sporting Clubs that did not use Manningham C, y Couno Gro0r.ds 
and/or Pa111hons In the 2000/2001 Summer and Ann a Seaso~ are 
invited to lodge apphcat,ons for use of Counc, Reserves for thr: 200 • 
2002 Summer and AnnuaI Season. 
Application forms may be ob a1ned by contacting he Soor.s 1..Ja son 
Officer on 9840 9258 and shou d be returned no a·er F 2 
March 2001. 
Applications received after the aoo,e datr: wi not oe consi ed 

INFORMATION SHEET - LOCAL GUIDELINE 
FOR ACCEPTABILITY OF SITING 

OF MICROWAVE BASE STATIONS 
Council, at its meeting held on 28 November 2000. reso ved o pre:pare 
an Information Sheet to guide the consideration of appncat1ons for low 
impact telecommunication facilities on its land on a nal basis The 
Information Sheet contains local guidelines !ha wI I ass is Counc n 
determining whether to support low impact fac11toes on I s land 

Telecommurncat1ons plays an important role 1n all aspects of modem 
hfe. Mobile phones are part of everyday life. In many cases they are he 
life-saving hnk to emergency services. Telecommunications compan es 
are currently ro lhng out communications infrastructure. 1nclud1ng 
mobile phone networks, to meet the growing needs of communities. 

Telecommunications facilities are governed by leg1slat1on at the local, 
State and Federal Government levels. Low impact fac1ht1es are installed 
according to the Telecommunications Code of Practice 1997 (Code of 
Practice), subsequently low impact telecommunications facilities. The 
Information Sheet has been developed as a local guide only and Is not 
the responsibility of, nor necessarily endorsed by. the Australian 
Communications Authority (ACA). The ACA is responsible for regulat,ng 
teleommunications and radiocommunicaltons and admirnstra on of 
legislative provisions. 

Any person wishing to make a submission regarding the Information 
Sheet; "Local Guideline for Acceptability of Siting of Microwave Base 
Stallons" may do so in writing addressed to the Manager Economic 
and Environmental Planning, Manningham City Council, PO Box 1, 
Doncaster 3108. 

Submissions must be received by 26 February 2001. 

For further information, please contact the Economic and Environmental 
Planning Unit on 9840 9406. 

Manningham City Council Customer Service desk is open 
between 8am and 5pm at the Municipal Offices at 

699 Doncaster Road, Doncaser 3108. 

Enquiries during office hours and after hours should be 
directed to 9840 9333. 

Email: manningham@manningham.vic.gov.au 

Internet: www.manningham.vic.gov.au , 
MANN INGHAM 

HISTORY OF MANNINGHAM 
Questionnaire 

If you hve, work or play in the City of Manrnngham, we need your hep. 
Council has appointd consultants H1storySm1ths Pty Ltd to prepare a 
History of Manningham to coincide with the Centenary of Federation 
and the 150th anniversary of the discovery of gold. This pro1ect has 
been commissioned by Council and is due for comple ,on In 2001 
The book will look at Manrnngham as it Is today and trace he 
influences that have made It so. To include the stones of as ma,iy 
people as possible In our research, H1storySm1ths has prepared a 
questionnaire for you to fill in. Your expenences ,..,,11 bnng hes ory of 
Manrnngham to hfe. Please tell us what you think. whether you have 
been in Manningham your whole life or for one year (and everything 1n 
between!) 
Copies of the questionnaire are available from Pam Pap,g1ohs. Economic 
and Environmental Planning, on 9840 9362. 

DRAFT- HORSE RIDING STRATEGY 
Council is placing the draft Horse R1d1ng Strategy out or public 
comment. The strategy provides a comprehensive update of current 
horse riding issues and reflects a contemporary anal sis of horse 
riding needs and affairs. 
Copies of the draft Horse R1d1ng Strategy are available on the 
Manningham City Council Website: www.manningham.vic.gov.au or. 
in hard-copy format, from Eva Louey. Cultural & Letsure Services. 9840 
9393. 
Council will receive wri tten comment on the draft Horse R1d1ng 
Strategy up until Friday 16 February, 2001. All correspondence regarding 
this should be directed to: Cultural & Leisure Services, Manrungham 
Ci ty Council , PO Box 1. Doncaster 3108 Email: 
manningham@mann1ngham.vic.gov.au 

Manningham City Counc,1 Customer Service desk is open 
between 8am and 5pm at the Municipal Offices at 

699 Doncaster Road, Doncaser 3108. 
Enquiries during office hours and after hours should be 

directed to 9840 9333. 
Email: manningham manningham.vic.gov.au 

Internet: www.manningham.vie.gov.au 

SUPPORT DIARY 
ADVERTISERS 
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SUMMER IS TIME TO MULCH 
PEA STRAW - $7. 70 bale 

CARPET ROSES- $13.65 each 
SEEDLINGS - from $2.20 punnet 

RONC.DAY 
9844 3329-9844 1568 
PICK UP & DELIVERY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

1 MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE 

• Drapes • Cedar • Malibu 
• Romans Blinds Blinds 
• Austr ians • Basswood • Hollands 
• Pelmets • Slimlines • Verticals 
• Swags • Micros • Accessories 

• CANVAS SUN-BLINDS 

WARRANDYTE 
158-160 YARRA STREET 

9844 0960 
Attention all Pharmacy, Health & 
Beauty Shoppers 
He,-e~-.; how you can get bonuses on the 
purchase · you make* ¥tj( 
Welcome to ~R, 
ClubFullife 
FREE Club Gives Special Bon 
11• '-'-nJ. .. of plumuq· l\L"1{,nl<.'.T'\ 
an .JnJ Au-.a:rJltJ .1n:- llk..-inJ'lil:r. « ,,f Jn 
,11011. OJ! d11h <Jllc-<l OlubFuirlfe. 

A\JtLhk al .1llfi1/lifcPlun11JuL~ 
mJ/11ll1fi: 'c.:1glahnurlw;ck.l Chl.•fllL~' 
ClubFullife "Fl<FF 111 p 110 JnJ 
>!1\c, rtk..."111ht.·r, ,pt·ct..il UontL,;; 
I~ L,.r,. FRFF · ,n JO)' ("KHl lu.-.c., ,n 

on. c.:x lu<l1ng Jll'l.-:-..C. npoon., <luc 
t J.; ,,.cmuK:nt rL·hul..thun..,) 

Pl.US a FREf Voucher Boot Gitt 
(ral e1' at over $300) Is yours too! 
J n ClubFullife (t.100'1 for;...._~ 11', 
FHFfl JI JO) /u/lofi· l'lunn;i<)' ,,, 
,11/,je c.:1j.!)J,n,1rhc .. Jl.l Ch ... :1111-..1, 

.1.nJ x.t"II n. ·u. 1 c :.m JIILJ/_Jn~ 
\ MK h<:r hur; ,.:1fl Jll'-l for fUlnin;.: 
, ~, tt.-d .1t ,,,er s:,oo ,r, p;.H.kl.-c..l 
ftl11i pc,.ul1Jkr, FHFf,g1fh 
1nJ rJfllJ l \Jluc All )iJtlr, frL-c, 

1th no lring, .lllJ( h\:U' 

Collect your FREE joining gift today 
and start getting bonuses NOW! 
CJII inwj,1//,fevt.'J rran<l 1c 

'c1;.:,hhourl100J Chcm1-.t, Jn<l 
dt"' t>H:r "'lw,lc new world of 
lll'Jllh, h,:;111ty, ... c1n>c1ng, JOU 
JllU/lfl): hontL~!\ 

• /11,mt""" 111~ a11111'-1llk- "' n'fM,•11111/,1,- wt ,,,rv. n/tll•>ll\ t111, 111~11 ,·nwwul "7tllll.lflW/\ 

* Warrandyte Neighbourhood Chemist 
Ju/life ·------ Gok1fields Plaza Shopping Centre, Warrandyte Road 

Narrandyte Ph: 9844 2029 

~!~~~~ra~:np:?!J:,~hurch U _ Contemporary Family Worship 
each Sunday at 10am Includes creche and 

children's actIvItIes for primary aged children. 
Cafe Church - 7pm Sundays (fortnightly) 

Playgroups - 4 mornings per week. 
FOR •~ORE I-.f()RtlATION CALL AND SfE US ANYTIME OR PHONE 9844 4141!. 

They didn't do it like that 
when we were young 
/l /l,r HE past is a dil-UU ferent country. 

They do things 
differently 
there." I used to 

think LP.Hartley was right, but 
lately, I'm not so sure. 

When I was younger, I as-
sumed that Hartley meant that 
people develop from generation 
to generati on and, therefore, 
the things that the people of the 
past did will , by definition , be a 
mystery to the new generation; 
that the mistakes they made 
will not be repeated. This 
theory proved , conveniently 
and reassuringly, that the gen-
eration gap is a reality. It also 
explained why, as kids , our par-
ents' actions were totally un-
fathomable. They were aliens, 
lower down the evolutionary 
scale than us. 

We kids let out a comforting 
sigh of relief that we could or 
would never do the same dumb 
things that they continually did. 
ft was comforting lo find my 
theory confirmed when I met 
Herself 36 years ago. She too, 
had had personal experienc.e of 
the genetic general ion gap. 

It was Saturday evening and 
we sat. bonding in my Mini Mi-
nor, after attending the local 
drive-in . We touched on a num-
ber of things , including paren-
tal ignorance and embarrass-
ment and these, we agreed, oc-
curred during the simplest situ-
ations. 

For example, owing to a lorth-
com i ng family wedding, 
Herself's mother needed to buy 
a gift. Herself had graciously 
agreed to go with her, to help . 

DOMINIC BARRO 
IRENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS 

HIA 522019 
Reoistered Bulld•no Pr1ctnioner DB 04170 

HIA Accredited Renovator Member 
HIA Tradesline Member 

HIA NKBA Member 
National KJtchen & Bathroom Assoc. 

PROMPT SERVICE 
FREE DESIGII/QUOTA TIOI 

9850 3592 • 0412 331 464 
Experience Counts for Everything 

"She dismissed 
anything that 
wasn't orange 
or Arabia 
ware ... 8 

She had also argued that they 
needed to go to the city, to 
Myer, as the strip shopping ven-
ues didn' I offer a wide enough 
range of products . In those 
days , regional shopping com-
plexes were only a glint in the 
eyes of property developers. 
Happy to encourage a mother/ 
daughter bonding opportunity, 
Herself 's mother agreed. 

Once they reached the de-
partment store, they rode the 
lilt to the fourth floor. As a true 
child of the Age of Aquarius, 
Herself strode into the array of 
goods and started examining 
the merchandise. She picked up 
goods, examined labels, com-
pared similar products and con-
ducted her own "Choice" as-
sessments. She dismissed any-
thing that wasn ' t orange or 
Arabia ware. Meanwhile, her 

bradley curtis 
ELECTRICIAN 

• Domestic 
• Commercial 
• Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

mother stood, rooted to the 
floor, about 10 feet from the lilt, 
handbag over her arm, her hat 
firmly planted on her head and 
her eyes fixed on the near dis-
tance. And there she stayed. 

"What on earth are you do-
ing?" 

"I'm wailing for some assis-
tance," her mother replied . 

"But this is Myer. A depart-
ment store. You need to look for 
yourself." 

"I don't know exactly what I 
want , so I require the help of a 
sales assistant. I'll just wail." 

"Mum, if you stay there you'll 
be noticed!" 

"Well , that's exactly what I 
was hoping will happen . I'm 
sure that I wouldn't have to wait 
this long ii I went into my local 
gilt shop." 

"For heaven 's sake! Mum, 
come here! Everyone's looking 
at you . That sort of thing 
doesn't happen any more. 
That's why all the goods are 
openly displayed. You do the 
looking, then you take your se-
lection to the cash register." 

"I'm sorry, but f want to be 
able to talk about the goods 
with someone who knows 
about them so if I don't get 
some service very soon, I'm 
going to walk out of here and 
go back to somewhere I know I 
can get some help." 

At this point in her retelling, 
Herself had become uncustom-
arily lost for words. She finally 
managed to blurt out,· ... And 
she didn't move, so I had to 
physically escort her inlo the 
lift , away from everyone. She 
was so embarrassing! Why 

HAM 
CRAFT 
MARKET 
ARTHUR STREET 
9am-2pm 
FEB to OCT: 
1st Sunday 
NOV & OEC: 
1st & 3rd Sundays 

Enquiries: 9444 7833 

won't she accept that that's the 
way things are?" 

"I'm sorry, but that's just the 
way it's done." 

"I too am sorry, but that isn't 
a reason. I asked for an expla-
nation about why my provided 
telephone directory seems to 
be totally inappropriate and all 
you can tell me is that ' it's just 
the way it's done'. I was put 
through to you because you are 
the Customer Service division. 
The fact that you are in Sydney 
and have no idea about the ge-
ography of my area is unfortu-
nate but the decisions about 
how to carve up the country for 
the purpose of regional direc-
tories must be dictated by 
some set of criteria. My request 
was to find out what that is . Is 
there someone else I can speak 
with?" 

"No sir, this is the department 
that organises the directories 
and as I said before, the books 
are produced that way because 
that's the decision the depart-
ment has made." By this time I 
felt like I was in a real lile ver-
sion of the Nichols and May 
telephone information sketch. 

I did contact the Complaints 
section and was listened to with 
courtesy and apparent compre-
hension . Unfortunately, the per-
son who could help me was 
unavailable but ii I could e-mail 
all the relevant information to 
her she would get back to me 
ASAP. Game, set and match. 

I wonder if the windows of the 
Complaints Division steam up 
like they did in the Mini? 

ROGER KIBELL 

Fashion for 
Tall Women 

The Long Tall Clothing Company 
specializing In clothing designed 

for tall women 

''°"" Mon - Thur 9 30 3 00 
Fnday 9 :,0 · 5.30 
Saturday 9 30 1 00 
and by appos,lrMnl 

2/98Souch-
81ac.kburn, 3130 

Ph 989-4 8500 
Fu 0844 2903 

1.·1vtw LongTc1IICloth1ng com au 



Fmding a lonely, tranquil, 
private patch of paradise 
Il T was serendipity that 

brought us here . The 
car's starter motor had 
been playing up and was 
getting progressively 

worse the furth er away from 
home we travelled . Too risky, 
we thought , to attempt to reach 
our planned camping destina-
tion in a remote region or east-
ern Victoria. 

A call to RACY resulted in di-
rections to the neares t licensed 
garage, whi ch happen ed to be 
in a popular holiday destina-
tion. 

But i t was the week before 
Christmas and the place was 
uncannily quiet, most ol the 600 
or so sites in the camping re-
serve were unoccupied. 

For our unscheduled sojourn, 
we chose a fl at, grassy site at 
the water's edge with its own 
little jetty. The view across the 
wide inlet to wavy-topped , 
darkly-wooded ranges was 
prize-winning. Waterbirds con-
gregated in the shallows and on 
the small pontoon-like islands 
ol vegetation that clotted th e 
inlet : oystercatchers, herons , 
clucks, cormorant s and a lone 
white eg ret - th ey were all 
there, part of the scene ol tran-
quility. 

I sat with glass of wine in hand 
drinking in the view, feeling the 
stress ol the day evaporate in 
the warm, late afternoon air 
leaving on ly a euphoric tired-
ness . Through binoculars I 
watched rubbery-necked swans 
dip their scarlet beaks into the 

By PAT COUPAA 
Drawn by MELANIE COUPAA 

placid water A couple ol hang-
gliding pelicans wheeled over-
head on their approach to the 
Inlet. Lower and lower. Finally, 
webbed feet splayed, making an 
uncon trolled skidding landing 
on the water. 

As dusk approached a bright 
light appeared in the end-of-day 
sky-so bright it had to be a 
planet. It was , almost certainly 
Venus , glowing round and 
cream like a mini moon. Soon 
the lights of the "seachange" 
township were shining ou t 
across the wat er like a cluster 
of welcoming beacons. 

With the darkness, a mu pie of 
prawn fishermen and their 
wives sprang into action, clam-
bering down from their small 
outboard boats anchored in the 
sheltered inlet. Clad in waders , 
they prowled the safety or the 
sha ll ows with hand-held nets 
and dancing torches , the 
muffled pounding or waves a 
constant reminder or the ter-
rible power that lay beyond the 
outlet. 

Wandering down our private 
campsite jetty, we became 
aware or a remarkable light 
show going on below us in the 
knee-shallow water: luminous 
flashes or silver, yellow, green 

and blue. Stirring the waler 
with my hand sent the lights 
into an incandescent frenzy, 
which immediately brought to 
mind the torchlight spectacle 
created by the I 00,000 strong 
audience at the opening cer-
emony of the Sydney Olympic 
Games. 

I have si nce read th at this 
ph enom enon-kn own as 
biolumlnesence-is a common 
event especially in calm shal-
low water. Many creatu res from 
mic roscopic bac t eria , one-
celled clinoflagellates to jelly-
fish , worms, sh ri mps and even 
fi sh produce lights . Exactly 
why they do it is pretty much 
guess and conjecture. Perhaps 
ii is simply to illuminate their 
surroundings to find food, or as 
a warning to distract predators 

or even as a sex recognition sig-
nal. How they do it is more 
clearly understood II seems 
light production by animals is 
a chemical process involving a 
substance called luclferin found 
in certain cells . 

By lunchtime the next day the 
ellicient local mechanic had 
fixed the starter motor. A pity. 
It was too soon . 01 course we 
could have stayed on, but the 
silly season loomed and even as 
we left, wagon trains ol camp-
ers were rolling in . 

Those who have been there 
will know this place. Those who 
have not must make the discov-
ery !or themselves. Often the 
best things happen when lhPy 
are least expected. Or are come 
upon by chance. Thal is seren-
dipity. 

Keeping pace with a supermum 
& MILLENIUM dawns, 

and ii that's not the 
time to jot down a 
few good resolutions 
then I don't know 

what is. Predictably, the Janu-
ary issue of every magazine 
down at the newsagency ollers 
advice on how to get lit, get 
healthy and get organised, but 
you can save yourself the 
money and follow this simple 
summary: 

04 .00 : Ki ck-start with co ld 
shower, JO kilometre run, then 
complete The Age cryptic 
crossword while powering 
through IO sets ol abdominal 
cur ls, chin-ups, push-ups, ad-
ductor-tightening stretches and 
a few nonchalant overhead 
quadrilateral extensions. 
Cleanse digestive tract with fil-
tered rainwater. 

05.00: Check e-mail, complete 
correspondence, pay bills. 

OS . I 0: Work on autobiogra-
phy. Sip liltered rainwater. 

06.00: Wash, iron, mend cloth-
ing and anything that's broken, 
vacuum, polish mirrors , win-
dows, kitchen and car, repaint 
deck , scrub pool and purify 
water, mow lawn, rejuvenate 
hanging baskets, cut fresh flow-
ers to brighten up breakfast 
room . 

06.30: Prepare inspirational 
fami ly breakfas t : squeeze cel-
ery juice, pick mouth-watering 
nectarines and bloodplums 
misty with translucent bloom, 
hand-mill organic wheatflour 
and oats, bake fragrant bread 
and w arm porridge, gather· 

PVlflY NAWIAL 
BEAlJ1Y lHEIAPB 

5 Tarrnma Ave, Warrnndyre 

JANESCE & ROSEHIP OIL 
PRODUCTS 

Treatment• Include: 
• Relaxation Massage • Facials 

FEBRUARY OFFER 
!'REE GIFT with llny facial or mmege 

AVAILABI EBY APl'01NTMENT 
Tues, Fn and Sar - Ph11ne 

9844 4881 or 0416 023 642 

honey and eggs, milk cow and 
churn fresh , lightly-salted but-
ter. Prepare lunchboxes and 
dinner, keeping in mind 
everybody's daily requirements 
ol protein, carbohydrate, zinc, 
manganese, niacin , iron, vita-
mins A-2, phosphorus, calcium, 
iodine and copper according to 
age, gender, exercise level and 
bodyweight. Eat slowly and 
thoughtfully in a gentle ambi-
ence or gamelin and birdsong. 

07 .00: Consult personal 
organiser and other occupants 
or the house about program !or 
the day. Dlarise everythi ng. Pre-
pare shopping list, job list , hit 
list and wish list. Key words : 
delete and delegate. 

07.15: Shower, cleanse, tone, 
moisturise, apply UV30, masks 
and lilters, repair imperfections 
in nail-polish, apply age-defying 
makeup , style hair (ii you've 
used the correc t shampoo this 
appar ently requires only a 
headshake) . Slip into some-
thing expensively well-cut. 

07.30: Study overnight fluctua-
tions in stock-market. Consu lt 

Tice 
WeddiHg Hat 

Hridal Millinery 
Veils - Tiaras - Hats 

Mother of bride - groom 
Race Wear 

made to order 
samples in stock 

SHOWROOM 
52 The Boulevard 

Warrandyte 
Lorraine Robertson 

9844 1150 

financial adviser, review invest-
ment strategies. 

07.40: Phone around to see 
what you can do to help others 
today. 

07.50: Rehearse trumpet con-
certo for afternoon perfor-
mance. 

07.59: Take a moment. Medi-
tate. Breathe slowly. Concen-
trate. 

08.00: Take teenage son for 
driving lesson. Breathe slowly 
and definitely concent rate. Lis-
ten to AM on car radio to keep 
abreast or current issues. 

09.00: Ditch rainwater; have a 
good strong cup or Earl Grey 
instead . Nobody will know. 
Check answering machine; re-
turn all calls immediately. 

09 .05 : Work systematically 
through job list and hit list. 
Spare a few moments to rewrite 
computer sollware when pro-
gramming runs amok. Patent 
rewrite and sell to Microsoft !or 
$Im. Abstain from alcohol and 
calleine-bearing substances. 
Five minutes ' meditation at 
11 00 hours will guarantee the 
subsequent solving of several 
outstanding gritty problems . 
Sell solutions to highest bidder. 

13.00: Relax over lunch with 
friends. Do a meals-on-wheels 
run. Play tennis. Treat yourself 
to a facial. 

14.00 : Attend an aft ernoon 
con ference, workshop, or work-
place discussion . Feel stimu-
lated, and inspire others with 
your vivid insights and pithy 
observations . Chair the final 
session and en ourage others 

to partake ol the post-meeting 
r efreshments, but don ' t be 
templed yourself. Remember 
that bottle of filt ered rainwater 
in your executive-capacity hand 
luggage. 

17.00: Quality time with oll-
spring. Perform al soiree. Inter-
view teachers, coaches and tu-
tors; kick-start the evening's 
homework. Reduce stress: ii a 
pickup in maniac trallic is re-
quired , be lirm with teenage 
son about who does the driving. 
(Whose car is it , anyway?) To-
gether select the choicest oller-
ings lrom the vegie patch. 

18.45 : Meditat e. Breathe 
deeply. Recharge batteries . 
Bake health-slice !or 
tomorrow's munchies. 

I 9.00: Train ing, stret ching, 
technical analysis, massage and 
physiotherapy. 

19.50: Refreshing swim; relax 
with glass or freshly squeezed 
carrot juice. 

20.00: Candlelit dinner en-
hanced by witty conversation 
and a little Keith Jarrell. 

21.00: Polish kitchen, recycle 
everythin g, empty compost, 
laundry and schoolbags, read 
mail , finish homework , make 
jam , clean bicycles , restrin g 
tennis racquets, leed pets, build 
bookshelves , rev iew latest 
bestseller. 

22.30: Write bestseller. Writ e 
and arrange music !or next soi-
ree. 

23.30 : Quality lime with 
spouse. 

24.00: et at least three alarm 
clo ks. Zzzz ... 

Relaxed dining in a cheerful 
vineyard atmosphere 

MIETTA' ~ EATING & DRINKING IN AUSTRALIA 
"One of the best "aluc and most pleasant eating 

experiences in the Yarra Ranges" 
hoose from a selection of our awa rd wanning w111es 

m ;iccompany our ii la carte menu. 
Danner Fnday & .nurday; Lunch aturdny , und.,y 

Group and Wedding · anytime. 
CELLAR DOOR OPEN 7 DAYS 

K E L L Y B R O O K . ..,, ...• 
Fulford Rd Won a Park 9722 11 4 • Melw,, · 2418 

,,.,,,.,,,.,,,, ,,., ·.- ,.. ,, .. ., _,,. ' __, .. .,, _,, , 

WAARANDYTE 
THEATRE COMPANY 

MAORI SONG WORKSHOP 
Learn a traditional song with special perm1ssio 

granted by Maori elders. Small fee. 
MECHANICS INSTITUTE HALL 

Thursday, February 8 at 8pm sharp 
Enqu,nes: Sue 9844 4594 or Jacl< 9844 3707 

"Wy\_ll_AAl'{DY'TE 
ll_E9\..UTY' 
GEl'i_Tll.E 

Come & experience the very be t 
in skin care & body treatments 
Facial - Glycul1 Peel. - t-.fak..:11p - Waxm 
La~h Tint~ & Perming- fa. age - cit T ,m 

Trcarmcnt. - Manicure - Pt:Jicurc. ctL-

OPEN: Tues-Saturday 
Thurs/Fri Night by appt 

NEXT TO ESSENTIALLY HAIR BY EMMA 

ti) SSENTIALLYI 

~--%1R1 8\ EM\I.\ 

EMMA, JO & LEANNE 

HOURS: 

SPECIALISING IN 
All ASPECTS OF 
HAIRDRESSING 
ff9844 0898 

Mon to Fri :9am-5.30pm 
Thurs Night: until 9pm 

Saturday: 8am-2pm 
104 YARRA ST 
WARRANDYTE 
Next to Video Store 

• • • • -----------TA I aA • STa11 J 

VIDEO 
FEBRUARY RELWES ... 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT • RETURN TO ME 
• GONE IN 60 SECONDS • MY MOTHER FRAN 

• ANGST • TACKLE HAPPY • MR ACCIDENT 
• THE MUSE • AMERICAN PSYCHO 

• CRUEL INTENTIONS 2 • MID IGHT 5 • ROAD TRIP 
• CHERRY FALLS • READY TO RUMBLE 

1 0 6 YARRA ST WARRA DY TE VIC 3 1 I 3 
PHONE 9844 0544 

10AM - 9PM SUNDAY TO THURSDAY 
1 0AM -1 0PM FRIDAY TO SATURDAY • • A • • 

MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, BLOWERS, 
BRUSHCUTTERS 

SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS AND EXPERT ADVICE 

ALL THE LEAD! G BRANO I CLUOI G 
MASPORT, ROVER, VICTA. ECHO 

KAWASAKI, SHI DAI A. JO SERED, 
ATOM, GRA BERG ANO RE 

JACKSON COURT 
MOWERS PLUS 

9848 2118 
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Yellow chairs at 
empty tables 
In a room so sad and empty 
at the closing of the day 
we had hoped for simple repast 
for a price that we could pay 

We sought refuge from the outside 
from a city grim and grey 
a city like its people--
the weather, and our stay 

We were seated in the centre 
in a pool of bright cold light 
as they cleaned and mopped around us 
encouraging our flight 

There were scarcely any diners 
save two locals all alone 
But there were yellow chairs at empty tables 
and ~n the darkness they shone 

When it came the food was fitting 
three grey dumplings on a plate 
and they swept with increased frenzy 
It was getting much too late 

And I pondered on these people 
on the sorrow they had known 
All strangers seemed invaders 
And there's none who can atone 

And those yellow chairs they struck me 
cheery beacons •i n the night 
and I thought of Spielberg's Schindler 
of the Jews and of their plight 

The power of the image--
a red coat amidst the grey 
gave my yellow chairs some meaning 
shed some light along the way 

For that startling splash of colour 
may have cheered us on that night 
but what help is it to them 
who have to face their plight 

And while we'll be returning 
to a land that's in our prayers 
so full of golden sunlight 
no need for yellow chairs 

The sullen ones are staying 
to live on in this grey gloom 
Forget about the yellow chairs 

and remember that cold room 

KAREN THROSSELL 

Warsaw, July 2000 

A Quality Lifestyle 
on 1 acre 

Financial Success 
begins with 

YOU 

PACIO PUT-LEVEL located on a sealed road , close to 
village, and adjacent to State Park .. . provides formal and casual 
Jiving and dining areas, 4 bedroom , well equipped kitchen and 
double garage . PLUS the added attraction of an inground pool, 
sauna and hot tub. 

INSPECTION WILL IMPRESS ... 
BUYERS FROM $450,000 

163 YARRA TREET WARRA DYTE 3113 

CLE/\'N MAR77N 
(Alf) 9H44 3535 

98441511 
JOI IN SPENCER 
( Al I) 9844 2593 

The on ly person who can make a 
difference between financial success 
and failure is you. It is you who mu t 
make the first decision of where Lo 
obtain the best advice . o one can 
make thi deci ion for you -it i all 
up to you. 

During the past year we have provided 
readers with case stud ies of many of 
our success StOJies. 

Remember the Doncaster couple who 
turned 30,000 of their own money 
into 261,465 in seven years? 

and 

Mark the executive who, by unlocking 
the value in his family home, was able 
to earn an extra $53,147 in three years? 

and 

Tony and Josephine who lost their 
social security pension when they 

inherited $276,000 and now receive full 
pension entitlements with a total 
income of $878 per week free of tax? 

and 

Peter and Kathleen who upon 
retirement so ld their business for 
400,000 and now spend most of the 

year overseas with $85,000 tax free 
income. 

You too can become one of our success 
stor ies. You must first make th e 
decision, so phone us now for a free, 
no obligation financial p lanning 
consultation. 

John Tsiros Colin Davis 
Senior Ad11isPrs 

9850 7777 
Oak Financial Planners Pty Ltd 

Licensed Security Dealer 
44 Templestowe Road 

Bulleen 3105 



All kinder chickens 
grow into roosters 
WORDS BY DON CHARLWOOD e GRAPHICS BY JOCK MACNEISH 

1r HERE is solace in living as octoge-
narians in a Warrandyte unit. Not 
only do we no longer slave over a 
Templestowe acre, we no longer 

have room for poultry. In Templestowe I 
built a chook house that might well have 
been designed by Utzon, this to accommo-
date our tailend son Jim's hens. He and his 
mother reached an agreement : he would sell 
her the eggs , Dad would buy the feed. For 
peace I accepted this arrangement, but we 
were to pass through unnerving poultry ex-
periences that I'll relate presently. First , let 
me go ahead a generation by way of expla-
nation. 

Jim had left home, left his parents, even 
left his profitable chooks . Richard , our first 
grandchild, had entered our lives. He came 
innocently to my knee one night after kin-
dergarten and said, "Pa, at kinder I saw little 
chicks coming outa heggs. " As I was keeper 
still of Jim's hens he thought I would be in-
terested . 

On his next visit he said, "Pa, Kristen 's 
Mummy is letting her take home two 
chicks ." I knew my poultry yard was under 
threat. Sure enough he added , "Mummy 
says I can have two chicks, too ." 

I turned to daughter Jan unamusedly. 
"Where are you going to keep them?" They 
had little space. 

"Oh, they'll only need a little pen and a 
box in our yard ." 

"I mean when they've grown into roost-
ers?'' 

"Why do you suppose they'll grow into 
roosters?" 

"All kindergarten chicks grow into roost-
ers. You had left home when Jim brought his 
seven chicks home. They all grew into roost-
ers." 

In a few months our respectable hens had 
received the amorous attentions of all of 
them. Competitive sex reigned from dawn 
till dusk. Shock finished our egg supply; 
given their excessive exertion the roosters 
ate their own weight weekly in feed. 

Jan remained unconvinced. I realized too 
late that I ought to have regaled her with the 
full story of Jim's chicks; it might have 
saved Richard's re-enactment. 

Jim and I had run the seven roosters 
down, tied their legs and borne them in 
boxes to a kind of poultry knackers further 
up the Yarra valley. For a fee the knacker 
had unertaken to "process" them, a euphe-
mism that appealed to me immensely. 

The young man who took delivery of our 
boxes was himself of hen-like appearance. 
Despite my warnings he untied the roosters ' 
legs outside the knackery. Immediately all 
but one scattered under the bui lding-a de-
crepit, stinking place if ever there was one. 
The one exception-a bird Jim called the 
"Yellow-legged Rooster"-took off at high 
speed in the oppposite direction. It cleared 
the Eltham road at live feet , zig-zagging into 

the bush. We left the young man scrabbling 
and cursing among the stumps and drop-
pings under the knackery and headed to-
wards Warrandyte after the vanishing 
rooster. 

We caught glimpses of it . half-flying, half-
striding beside a disused aqueduct , scream-
ing abuse at us. I was fitter then , not yet a 
grandfather, though by no means a youthful 
lather either. We settled to a steady pace at 
the rear of the rooster, dodging through 
trees, me breathing heavily. The bush en-
closed us as we pounded on . All three of us 
began swaying with fatigue. With sweat 
trickling into my eyes I began to wonder why 
the hell Jim and I were making such an ef-
fort. Why weren 't we leaving the Yellow-
legged Rooster to some hungry fox who 
would tear him limb from limb. Slowly tear 
him. At this satisfying thought I called to Jim 
to give up; what did it matter anyhow. The 
rooster looked set for Wonga Park. Now that 
the chase was called off, we began appreci-
ating the scents of the bush and a silence 
broken only by the pounding of our hearts . 
We walked back slowly, breathing deeply, de-
termined to avoid arriving before the young 
man had caught the other six escapees. 

Near the Eltham road we began peering 
through the bush . In the distance we saw 
not one man in action but two men and a 
girl, all flinging themselves under and 
around the knackery in a whirl of roosters. 
There was a kind of wild, balletic beauty to 
it , accompanied by oaths and sobs and im-
precations . We hung back and watched from 
the shade, awed by the display. When the 
last rooster had been caught we burst out of 
the bush, panting heavily, just as the boss 
threatened the young man with "processing" 
ii it was the last th ing he did . 

The tumult and the roosters died. We re-
ceived six pale corpses in plastic bags, la-
belled, "Ready for the Oven." Those roosters 
provided us with some memorably lengthy 
mastication; each of them had muscles like 
Robert de Castella. 

With memories of Jim's seven roosters a 
generation behind me, it was scarcely to be 
wondered that , at 70, I was apprehensive 
about Richard's chicks. His mother had built 
in a precautionary arrangement: she and 
Kristen's mum were going to share the hens. 
Futile to convince either of them there 
would be no hens. 

"Pa," said Richard , "my little chicks, dey 
follow me!" 

They did , too, and when my wile and I 
chick-sat, they followed us . As I explained to 
Richard, "They don't know they're chicks; 
they think we are their mummies and dad-
dies." I had read my Konrad Lorenz. 

Richard liked this thought . He saw them as 
lifelong companions. 

They soon needed a larger box. Next came 
the inevitable day when Jan said, "Dad, do 
you think Richard 's little chooks could go in 

the yard with yours?" 
"Mine," I said , "are hens. These are going 

to be roosters ." 
"You still think so?" 

It was of no use debating the matter when I 
couldn't decently refuse. Besides, Richard 
needed somewhere to visit his pets; our acre 
could scarcely be denied him. 

When I released the lanky-legged pair into 
the yard , the sight of our half dozen chooks 
terrified them. The two were set upon, pur-
sued around the yard, pecked , reviled, 
chased away from food. They turned to me 
imploringly. Day after day this miserable ex-
istence continued . To reduce their persecu-
tion I let all of the chooks out to feed on the 
grass. The chicks wanted none of it ; they 
only wanted me. As for Richard , he was 
miles away; their place was at Mornington. 

Things were at this stage when my wife 
and I went overseas for three months and a 
young couple moved into the house. At the 
other end of the earth letters reached us 
from our Warrandyte daughter, a kindergar-
ten teacher, well versed in poultry decep-
tions. 

"Richard 's chicks are turning out to be 
roosters all ri ght. Wayne and Donna let the 
chooks out for a run , but they haven 't been 
able to get the young ones back. They've be-
gun roosting at the back door-making 
rather a mess, I'm afraid." 

The roosters , we learned later, began crow-
ing practice outside the kitchen. Wayne and 
Donna had had enough . They spent a morn-
ing getting the pair back into the yard, 
where they saw them again set upon. But 
there was soon an end to it. ft was as if over-
night the pubescent roosters had read the 
Karma Sutra on their perch . In the morning 
they went into action . They pursued the pur-
suers . In a single hour a nunnery became a 
harem. The two strutted the females like vic-
torious premiers on a grand final night. Egg 
production halved. All this we heard over-
seas . 

The day we arrived home Wayne warned 
us that the pair had become aggressive. 
Never having been cowed by such farmyard 
nonentities as roosters I entered the yard 
that evening with the feed tin , amused by 
their aggressive crowing. The two flew into 
attack, beaks and spurs together. I ki cked 
hard-hard, anyway, for a jet-lagged 
septugenarian. One of the attackers and my 
gumboot described an arc together. Left on 
one foot in mud, I was attacked from the 
rear. Though I scored a direct hit with th e 
feed tin , an aged man on one foot was no 
match for two roosters . I hopped away with 
the pair crowing victoriously behind me. 

After a sound sleep I phoned the knackery. 
They no longer processed roosters, they 
told me; roosters had proved too much for 
their equipment. They must have had more 
De Castella specimens, I presumed. 

Here was a problem. I had retired as an ex-
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ecutioner in 1984. As a young man in the 
bush I had executed many forms of life. but 
in I 984 I had beheaded a placid, fatherly, 
thoroughly decent rooster who had cast me 
a last look of incredulity and betrayed trust 
such as Sir Walter Raleigh might have cast 
on his executioner. ft unnerved me and I did 
a poor job. I became an executioner-emeri-
tus, reluctant to be called out of retirement. 
But now there was no help for it. 

I entered the muddy yard and gave chase. 
The Hadyn Buntons of my boyhood had 
nothing on Richard 's roosters; they weaved. 
feinted, dummied. As for me, I was no longer 
the man who had once run Jim's seven to 
earth . I could scarcely keep my feet in the 
mud and failed to lay a hand on either of 
them. I began seeing newspaper headlines: 
Pensioner Picked to Pieces in Poultry Pen! I 
gave up and retreat ed . The hens, far from 
seeing me as a defender of their virtues, 
looked after me with contempt. 

I borrowed a rifle, but soon found that 
when the roosters were in focus, the sights 
were a blur. A shotgun? Well , this would 
have put the chooks at risk as well as the 
roosters . Anyway, either type of firearm 
might bring down a neighbour-and prob-
ably the wrong one. Then a young woman 
friend said brightly, "Fiona would kill them 
for you." I didn't know Fiona. "Oh, she's got 
a real thing about roosters . he gets so mad 
when they knock her hens about. he's a bit 
of a feminist you know." 

That was enough! Old though I was. I 
would have no axe-wielding feminist on the 
place. Besides, her attitude seemed grossly 
unfair. The hens weren't averse from flaunt-
ing themselves provocatively. Had Fiona 
never done the same? 

For weeks I remained blackmailed by the 
two roosters. So did Kristen ' parent . their 
neighbour's garden lay in ruins. By this time 
neither Richard nor Kristen was faintly inter-
ested in their "chicks". 

Then for us the problem suddenly ended-
and not without moments of glory. One 
morning when I went to the yard I found it 
strewn with bloody feathers . A fox had 
forced in from our remaining bit of bush. 
The hens were cowering in their Utzon 
home; one rooster lay headless at their door. 
The second rooster was further away, alive 
still, standing with bloodied head on breast. 
eyes closed. I bore him decently from the 
battlefield murmuring words of consolation 
and admiration . At the block I thought ome 
eulogy would be fitting, incorporating. 

"And how can man die better 
Than facing fearful odds ... " 
But I had to concentrate too hard to utter 

the words. As the axe fell I knew that the 
pair had restored my undermined faith in 
male virtues. I felt contempt for life's Fiona . 

But as I said , there is solace for us living as 
octogenarians in Warrandyte with no ro m 
for kindergarten chicks. 
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Adventures of a panto dame 
By HELLENA ALLAN A C · TOO creeche overhead, 
jolting me from my reverie. \\'as 
that a dream or was 11 real. What 
i real when you are living your 
tage role~ Why is it, the night af-

ter the last performance, ·ou are worrying 
about arrh,ing on stage at the right tune with 
the n_rht word . and not the night before your 
fir · t I erlonnance? 

The o katoo n_•ing over m roof reminded 
me of am the Co katoo from the Warrandyte 
Theatre Company's Chri tmas pantomime, 
Prince Gor eous In everland . staged only 
a few weeks ago but seem111gly a lifetime away. 

It all began in June last year. On a midwinter 
evening when mo t other Warrandyters were 
huddled around logwood lire • I stood with a 
group of aspiring actors in the middle of the 
drau hty Mechanics Hall. We were taking par t 
in the Warrandyte Theatre Company's acting 
workshops. 

"Acting takes courage," we were told. "It re-
quires taking risks and going beyond personal 
boundaries." o what was I doing there? 

haring an office at the Warrandyte Diary 
with Rae Danks !or a few years, her life-long 
commitment to theatre was bound to rub off 
sooner or later. Sometimes she comes straight 
from rehearsals and listening to her takes you 
right into the world of the stage. 

•we have auditions," she says ol The Follies, 
"but everybody gets a part." The Follies is a 
community production and the aim is to give 
everybody an opportunity to act. 

Acting th rows you, without warning, into the 
unexpected. 

"Ue on the floor-closer, closer," the work-
shop leader commanded. 

Hip-rubbing, we bumped up tight into a row 
like a can ol sardines, shoe soles tipped l ike 
fishtails . lf we didn't know each other before, 
we certainly did now--every curve, cushion 
of nes.h, and bone. We were like roll mop her-
ring. Tum by turn we had to roll on top of our 
fellow actors amidst cries of: "You' re t oo 
bonyr or "Take your time!" to the cuddly ones 
as each of us bundled past. 

The session came to a close with the exer-
cise I called Facing the Mask. 

The end wall ol mirrors was covered, and a 
box of masks brought out. We were wa rn ed to 
turn away when putting on and taking oil 
masks. Hall of us watched, hall ol us took part. 
Mirrors were revealed when actor s 
familiarised themselves with their masks. The 
rest of us sat cross-legged in a semi-ci rcle, 
mesmerised as strangely-masked and unfamil-
iar bodies moved unpredictably in exagger-
ated stretches around us. They came at us in 
waves and dispersed and retu rned again . 
Soundless, testing, protracted, the aura be-
came eerily haunting. Featured masks were 
identifiable but chalk-whi t e masks were ex-
pressionless and awesome. In our late nigh t 
trance. the dark and dense m ist"swi r ling r iver 
valley seemed a natural t ransition home. 

Weird, wild and wonderful th ings happen in 
Warrandyte. Especially in spring. On a Sunday 
afternoon when people were window shopping 
or wandering along the r iver bank, I was walk-
ing towards the Mechanics Hall. Shaking in my 
boots. Ahead ol me one man strode purpose-
fully. He looked Shakespearean wi th a close-
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trimmed beard, a Roma n nose, dark hair, and 
a beret sloping clown his head. He carri ed a 
script under one arm. Undoubtedly an acto r. 

A rehear al wa underway. Through th e door 
I cou l d hear a honky-t on k piano being 
thumped; thudding, jumping feet on the stage, 
and half-shouting, hall- inging voices hoarsing 
out a t une. They were The Wenches- the first 
to be on stage for th e per fo rman ce, and the 
fi rst to be shouted al by everybody else. 

Fi rst impress ions last. At eye level my eyes 
met a pai r ol hair y legs poking out of a pink 
tutu, made ridiculous with thi ck-sol ed run-
ners. His hairy arms protruded from the tutu 's 
gl itteri ng bod ice, and a moustached lace was 
topped with a head of long purple locks . 

"It's OK to laugh," Rae smiled . 
The producer, she was sitting at a table in 

front of th e st age wi th Ken th e director. Noth-
ing skipped th ei r notice. 

Offstage, act ors were sitting in groups with 
co ffee and scripts, some passed through the 
kitchen to th e stage in an array ol apparel ev-
ery few minutes . Th e more the play pro-
gressed, the more fami liar everything and ev-
eryone became. 

The kitchen is the changing room but i t is 
also the meeting place to eat, drink , go into 
hiding. As actors flop into sagging armchairs, 
th ey get laceluls ol frilly robes and velvet 
cloaks .. 

"When are we next on?" I nervous ly ask. 
"Oh , don't worry about that-we'll get yelled 

at soon enough!" 
"Pirates! Wenches! Where ARE you?" Now 

there's voice projection from the producer's 
chair. 

Sudden scuttling and scampering. "Which 
scene is it? I've lost my script and forgotten 
my words! My costume's gone!" 

Scramble at the backstage door as actors 
rush oil and on stage. "That was awful. We' re 
going to get howled at!" Slump and slop around 
the kitchen table and dive into dips or hide 
laces in kettl e steam. 

At the end ol the rehearsal we are called back 
on stage, to lace the producer and di rector 
who tease out the fl aws and commend good 
acting. Meanwhile the backstage manager and 
his team silently and swiftly move the stage 
set into the wings until th e next rehearsal. 

As the rehearsals progress, spring turns into 
summer. Sunday afternoon rehearsals under 
lights are stilling in frills and overcoats . Dur-
ing breaks we rush outside. 

The Mechanics Hall is like the stage itself, 
raised above Yarra Street , drawing an audi-
ence from passers-by. Straight from stage our 
minds are still on acting and we think nothing 
of our acting robes. Says one drag princess to 
the oth er, taking up arms, "Do let 's go for a 
walk along th e r iver to mix with th e common 
folk!" We crease up with laughter. 

Backstage, the set designer is doing a Roll 
Harris act , adding final touches to th e back-
drop o l a forest ed fairy cast le floating in 
clouds. 

On performance nights the Mechanics Hall 
is glo wing a cosy welcome. A table-sized 

Mall Moran as Peter Pan and Sue Dyring as Tinkerbe/1 in Warrandyte Theatre Company's 
panto, Princess Gorgeous In Never/and. (Picture by Di Bro wning) 

Christmas tree fl ickers in a corner, li t by a 
miniature !airy figurine lamp. 

A r emar kab ly ca lm aura pervad es the 
kitchen . Actors arrive quietl y, nervously nod-
ding to each other, wandering about whisper-
ing li nes. Front ol House arranges co ffee trays. 
She turns her hand to make-up. Disgruntled 
men do not want rouge or lipstick; th e two 
stepsisters complain the most. Queen of the 
Wardrobe 's comments cut through the air: "II 
you don 't like make-up, you shouldn 't take fe-
male parts." We all smi le. 

Producer and director give rah-rah speeches. 

We form a c ircle fo r warm-ups. "Three minutes 
to go!" Tension mounts as we hear the expect-
ant audience. 

In bolero and bowti e, th e musical direc tor 
makes the first entrance. A key note and the 
wenches are on with a dance and a song. When 
they come offstage th ey smil e, "They' re a great 
crowd ." 

A matinee and two more evening perfor-
mances and it is all over. My last impression 
is th e lighting director sway ing, waving, smil-
ing from h er box as we finish the last perfor-
mance with a song. Next show: Th e Folli es. 

* !/!Jala rvith 
thee)tais 

Home Maintenance 
& Building Services 

• ALL TYPES OF HOME MAINTENANCE 
• BALUSTRADING AND HANDRAILS • TIMBER DECKS 

• PERGOlAS • CARPORTS • GAZEBOS 

DIARY MINI ADS 
CIVIL CELEBRANT: Attractive 
weddings, child name givings and 
renewal of vows ceremonies. 
Bruce Shand, JP 9879 6726. 
USED FURNITURE SALES: 

LOSE/GAIN WEIGHT: and get 
into shape with Herbalife ... 
guaranteed. Phone Helen or Alex 
9876 7396. 

Showjumping, dressage 
& champagne 

Equestrian 
Spectacular 
with great food & music 
Saturday, 24 February 
commencing 6.30pm 

KANGAROO GROUND PONY CLUB 
INFORMATION & BOOKINGS 
Walter Dewe, 9844 2398 

• TIMBER SLEEPER WALLS • PROFESSIONAL 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING SERVICE 

Contact Ron Taylor 
9844 4285 

"When quality worlcmanship counts for everything" 

e,oLLIVIN8 ~Hy~ 

JANE CLIFTON 
Saturday, 24 February 

Mechanics Institute Hall at 8pm 

Bric-a-brac, collectables , pre-
loved clothing . Warrandyte . 
Phone 9844 0488. 
CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful 
ceremonies for all occasions. 
John Byrne 9844 2155, 0418 995 
189. 
SUGARLOAF ELECTRICS: 
REC 13207. Prompt service. 
Reasonable rates. Ring John on 
9844 2816 or 0407 094 965. No 
job too small. 
HOUSE SITTER Professional 
lady available to house sit. Happy 
to tend garden, mind pets, etc. 
Short or long term. Excellent refs. 
Phone 9844 1076. · 
ALFADINS: Your local Herballfe 
Distributor. Call me for product. 
9844 2043. 

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS: 
Beautiful panels to fit any kind of 
window or door. Any style, "local 
inspired", small panels a specialty. 
Free quotes. Shan 9712 0024. 

BABY GOODS: Discount 
premium bulk nappies and other 
products. Home delivery. Great 
prices. Baby's Choice, 9438 5999. 

CHEAP PEA STRAW: $6.50 per 
bale pickup. $7 per bale delivered. 
Phone 9844 0343. 

WANT A DIARY MINI AD? The 
cheapest way to send your 
message to the Warrandyte 
community.$4.20for4Iines, then 
$1 each additional line, prepaid 
(plus GST). Phone 9844 3819. 
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Potls8read 
Rinders Bread 

Organic Fruit 
£ Vegetables 

Wf NffD AN APPRfNTICf BVfCHfR. .. 
apply in the first instance to Mr G. Mclean 

(meat department manager) 

402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road 
Warrandyte 3 1 1 3 

Telephone: 9844 3089 • Facsimile: 9844 4866 
Email: victoryiga@localgrocer.com.au 

Website: www.victoryiga.localgrocer.com.au 
PROUD SPONSORS OF THE WARRANDYTE FOOTBALL CLUB 



111£ WARRANW11 SOUTH 
GENERAL STORE 

486 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD ROAD 
WARRANDYTI: SOUTH. PHONE 9844 3361 

Full range of: 
• HORSE & STOCK FEED 
• POULTRY, BIRD and 

PET SUPPLIES 
• PEA STRAW 

iJ • STRAW BALE 
HIRE for 

,··t--..._ '<3_;-= -- functions 

At COLDJ:lE'LD~-:· 
CE'LLAR~ 

WQ 1iQ1r if OU ••• 

• Select wines, spirits and beer 
• Match food and wines 
• O rganise party orders 

• Select organic & low preservative wines 
• Find back vintages and collectables 

CHECK OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
Open 7 Days a week - Ample parking 

CELLARS 
Shop 9 Goldfields Plaza 

402 Worrondyte Rood (opp Football oval), Worrondy1e 3113 
Telephone 9844 1993• Facsimile 9844 3469 

TREES LOPPED, 
FELLED & REMOVED * stumps cut out * mulch available * free quotes * g od work done * reasonable rates 

Phone Jim - 9712 0250 
(NORTH WARRANDYTE) 

'Smart' spcctade wearers are getting their eyes behind 
*convertibles"' - the popular alternative to prescription 
sunglasses. convertibles a stylish pai~ of s~ct.acles 

which convert into fashion sunglasses, m an inst.ant 
utilising two strong magnets, just above the hinges, to 

securely hold the out.er 10096 UV resist.ant Jen~es in 
place. And when it's time to t.ake th~m off, a s,mpl~ 

flick of the wrist separates the two, without ever taking 
your glasses off Ask for a demonstration today, at; ----eyes on warrandyte 

Shop 2B, Goldf"aelds Plaza, 
.W2 Heiddbag-Warr.mdyte RAL, wammdyte, 3113. 

'Jielephonc: 9M4 -t-tll. 

Living with dogs 
Dog attacks in the community 
are a serious problem and 
Manningham council has com-
menced a program to reduce 
the number o! dog attacks in 
public places, focusing on ad-
equate confinement of dogs on 
properties. 

"Research has shown that the 
majority-more than 80 per-
cent-of dog attack in public 
places occur on the footpath or 
road bordering the attacking 
dog's properly," a co uncil 
spokesperson said. "This is due 
lo the dog not being adequately 
confined." 

Legally, the ad quate con!ine-
ment o! dogs requires : 

• ecure renci ng-that a dog 
cannot jump. c limb through or 
push over-of the property. 

• Unless a !rant gate is se-
curely I eked, there should be 
provision of safe visitor access 
to the rront door. Dogs must not 
be allowed to remain in an un-

fenced lront yard. 
• Gates or doors through 

which dogs have the potential 
to escape are to be closed at all 
times, even when dogs are in 7 
the presence of their owners. 

"Some dog owners may c:ur-
rent ly be unaware of these le-
gal requirements and many be-
lieve that their dog would never 
be involved in a dog attack in-
cident," the spokesperson said. 
"It is important for all dog own-
ers to be aware of the potential 
lor friendly dogs to become ag-
gressive when defending their 
property. 

"Most dog owners are shock-
ed to lind out that their pet has 
attacked another person or ani-
mal, and even more shocked to 
discover they are potentially li-
able for thousand of dollars in 
ourt fines and damages. In the 

more serious cases, destruction 
orders may also be issued for 
the atta king dogs." 

Creek funding 
A stretch of Mullum Mullum 
Creek is to be fur ther enhanced 
under a grant received by 
Manningham council. 

the environmen tal and recre-
ational values of the Linear Park 
throug h community planting 
activities. 

The council has been success-
ful in its application [or $12,500 
under Amcor's "Corridors o f 
Green" project. The rundmg is 
to be allocated towards the fur-
ther impl ementation of the 
Mullum Mullum Creek Linear 
Park management plan . 

Manningham mayor, Cr Lionel 
Allemand, welcomed the fund-
ing announcement. " Mullum 
Mullum Creek and the linear 
park are wonderful community 
assets and their protection and 
en hancement are a high prior-
ity or counci l," he said. 

Festival frolics 
The works will be limit ed to 

public land associated with 
Mullum Mullum Creek between 
Reynolds Road, Donvale and 
Warrandyte Road , Doncaster 
East. 

According to a spokesperson, 
council has committed signifi-
cant resources to the enhance-
ment of the habitat and recre-
ation values o f the Mullum 
Mull um Creek Linear Park since 
1992. The new funding will be 
used to [urther enhance works 
already undertaken by 
Council's bushland manage-
ment crews and contractors by: 

• enhancing the Mullum 
Mullum Creek wildli!e corridor 
through weed control and !ur-
ther planting of middle storey 
vegetation; 

• maximising recreation op-
portunities for users of the 
Mullum Mullum Creek Linear 
Park while protecting environ-
mental values; 

• increasing community un-
derstanding and awareness of 

"Hea lthy waterways are vital 
to the long-term sustainability 
or our environment. It is impera-
tive that selective and environ-
mentally appropriate weed con-
trol and eradication (including 
hand pulling and chemical 
treatment) is undertaken for 
the continual improvement of 
the Mullum Mullum Creek." 

Cr Allemand said that 
projects such as this relied on 
strong com munity partner-
ships that had been developed 
over the years. "The additional 
funding will also enable the 
planting of the middle storey 
vegetation by council's 
bushland management c rew 
and through community plant-
ing initiatives that will involve 
the Friends of the Mullum 
Mullum Creek and the Donvale 
pony and adult riding clubs. 

"Council cannot do the work 
alone. Community partnerships 
such as these are vital to con-
tinue th e res toration of our 
parks, streams and waterways." 

By MAYDEENA JAMESON 
Prerarations for the 2001 
Warrandyte Festival-to be 
held from March 22 to 25-are 
gathering pace. 

"The festival committee aims 
to tap a rich vein of diverse lo-
cal and indigenous talent," a 
spokesperson Lold the Diary. 
"Most of the bands for the bot-
tom stage have been booked. 
They include Unique Creatures, 
jazz band After Midnight and-
especially for the kids-Paul 
Jamieson." 

The rock stage and skate-
board ramps are being 
organised once again and the 
festival committee want to hear 
from any local rock bands and 
DJs who would like lo perform, 
as well as anyone who would 
like to help organise these 
events . Call Rick Gordon on 
9844 2242 ii you're interested. 

"The billy cart derby will in-
troduce a lot of new and im-
proved features," the spokes--
person said. "With these special 
new attractions, they claim 

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION 
SALES AND SERVICE 
Service to all makes of Television, Video Cassettes, 
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, Antenna Systems fnsta{{ed. 
SERVICING THE AREA FOR 30 YEARS 

Ph: 9844 3970 Mob: 0408 175 274 27 Mitchell Ave Warrandyte 31 13 

r--------------------------~ I 
I 
I 
PLUMBER AND GASFITTER: 

CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS 
I Electric Sewer Cleaner Available -14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte 
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 

I 
I 
I ~--------------------------~ 

they will be challenging the 
Grand Prix!" 

The annual pie throwing com-
petition is on again. "Numbers 
of teams are limited," the 
spokesperson said, "so start 
getting your teams and cos-
tumes ready. The only require-
ment is that all teams must be 
dressed in costumes-the 
brighter the better." Pie throw-
ing hopefuls can register their 
teams with Glen, on 9844 2395. 

Warrandyte Theatre Comp-
any's famous Festival Follies are 
also well underway, with scripts 
being written on local themes. 
The company had 60 people 
turn up for their Follies audi-
tions late last month. 

The theme o! this year's lesti-
val is 2001 : A Golden Odyssey. 
"The parade king and queen 
have been selected with this 
theme in mind," the spokesper-
son said. Parade organisers 
want to hear fr om ever yone 
who plans enter ing a float or 
group in the parade. Call Maedy 
on 9844 3678. 

TAI-CHI 
CLASSES 

The art 
of mind body 

harmony 
Instructor: 

David Shepherd 
18 years experience 

PHOIIE 9844 4527 

y 

Specialising in ceramics, terracotta, 
slate, floors and walls 

•i!iii1Im11-;m1,nm,~ii•ff@~ 
: • Odd Jobs & Gutters • Yard Maintenance 1 
I • Painting Service available I 

COREY NIGHTINGALL GEOFF FELTHAM 
0413 178 473 0417 548 152 

Trust Rae and Sue to 
look after your place 
till you get back. 

I FOR QUOTATION PHONE 9844 3927 I ~-----------------~ 
Contact 'TIie Good Faeries' Rae 

and Sae to care for your pets 
and gardens and clear your mail. 

YEAR ROUND SERVICE 

9844 3819-9844 4129 



A riding spectacular 
Anyone who marvelled at the 
eques tr ian events at the Sydney 
Olym p ics w ill enjoy a Ga l a 
Night at the Kangaroo Ground 
Horse and Pony Club on Satur• 
day, February 24 commenci ng 
at 6.30pm. Events will include 
spec tacula r, t op-class show-
jumping, beautiful "equest r ian 
ballet" and an elegant solo dres-
sage exhibition. Tickets, pr iced 
at $44, i nclude con t inuous al 
fresco food, r ingside sealing, 
dancing to a l ive band, door 
pr izes and parking. Call Wal ter 
on 9844 2398 for bookings and 
furthe r in formation. 

Special 
Vanessa, a member or the fabu-
l ous a-cape lla singing group, 
Akasa, w ill be at the War randyte 
Mec han ics I ns ti tu t e hal l on 
Thursday, February 8 at 8pm to 
instruct in the singing o f a 
Maori song. The song wi ll be in 
par t harmonies wi th act ions. 
Vanessa is an indigenous New 
Zea lander and she has received 
special permisssion from her 
elders to teach this song wh ich 
is under st r ict copyr ight. Cost 
will depend on the number at-
tending. Ring Sue on 9844 4594 
or .lack on 9844 3707 for further 
in formation. 

Dance 
The theme for the next South 
Warrandyte social dance to be 
held in the South Warrandyte 
hall on Saturday, February 12, 
wi ll depict aspects or the his-
tory or Warrandyte, using ma-
terial provided by the 
Warrandyte His tor ical Society. 
The dance, wh ich is held each 
month with a diHerent theme 
and an excellent band, costs $6. 
Tea and corree are provided. 
The March dance wil l be on Sat• 
urday, March 11. For informa-
tion call 9723 3892. 

Conducted bi, JUDY GREEN 

Reunion 
A get-together fo r past students 
of Warrandyte Primary School 
who attended pre-1940 will be 
held on Sunday, March 4 from 
I l am to 4pm. The venue will be 
the multi-purpose room at the 
school. Bring your own lunch; 
tea and coffee will be provided. 
For furt her details phone Fran 
Streeter on 9884 9262 or Audrey 
Pollard on 9870 1803. 

Carols 
Great weather encouraged a 
large crowd to the annual Car-
o ls by Cand lelight at Stiggants 
Reserve in December. The Inter-
church Council wishes to thank 
the community for their sup-
port and generous donations . 
$535 was passed on to the 
Christmas Bowl appeal. 

Breastscreen 
Maroondah Breastscreen is de-
lighted to announce the expan-
sion or its Box Hill breastscreen 
service i n the Whitehorse 
Plaza. A new machine has been 
recently installed to alleviate 
the heavy bookings and make 
appointments more readily 
availab l e to the women of 
Whitehorse and Manningham. 
The cent re is open all day, Mon-
day to Friday, as well as Friday 
evening. Appointments may be 
made by ringing 13 20 50. 

MANNIN GHA M 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PLANNING COURSE 
Are you concerned about weed or rabbit invasion on your property? Want 
to know more about the environmental value of your land? Be able to 
identify local native plants? Tackle erosion problems? 
Then come along to our Property Management Planning Course. Learn 
effective and practical management techniques to Improve the use, 
appearance and value of your property. 
The Property Management Planning Course is an inexpensive 6-week 
evening course. 
When: 17th February to 4th April 
Where: Currawong Bush Park 
Reduced Cost: $50 per landowner 
Course dates: Sat, 17 Feb - Introductory Tour 

Wed, 21 Feb - Evening 1 
Sat 24 & Sun 25 Feb - Property visits, 2 hours 
Wed, 28 Feb - Evening 2 
Sat 3 & Sun 4 March - Property visits, 2 hours 
Wedy 7 March - Evening 3 
Wed 14 March - Evening 4 
Wed 21 March - Evening 5 
Sat 31 March - Field Day 
Wed 4 April - Evening 6 

Forfurtherinformation: give Samantha Bradley, Environmental Planner at 
Manning ham City Council a ring on 9840 9307 or email: samantha bradley@ 
manoinaham vie aov au 

Warrandyte Community Church youth group 
members enjoy a recent camp. 

Youth 
Local churches provide a num-
ber or activities for the youth 
of the area. The Anglican 
Church has Sunday school at 
10am on Sundays with CEBS 
and GFS on Tuesdays at 7pm; 
ring 9844 3473 for further inlor• 
mation . The Catholic Church 
(9876 1509) has children's lit-
urgy on Sundays at I 0.30am at 
Park Orchards . The Uniting 
Church (9844 2874) has Sunday 
school at IO . l 5am and youth 
club on alternate Fridays at 
8pm. At the Community Church 
(9844 4148) there is Sunday 
school al 10am, youth club at 8 
pm on Fridays, care church on 
alternate Sundays at 7pm and 
play groups lour mornings a 
week. 

Calendar 
Warrandyte Historical Society's 
2001 calendar-Gullies 01 
Gold-is still available. De-
signed to mark the 150th anni• 
versary of the discovery of gold 

at Andersons Creek in 1851 , the 
calendar features I 8 ph oto• 
graphs of Warrandyte's mining 
days, plus a time line of our gold 
mining history. Gullies 01 Gold 
is available from the 
Warrandyte post office, Gold-
fields newsagency, Potters Col• 
tage, Information Warrandyte 
and the Warrandyte museum 
for only $12. Further enquiries 
to Jo Laurence on 9844 3694. 

Healthline 
Womens Health East, a non-
profit community based 
organisation, offers women as• 
sistance through their health 
information line. The service 
orrers health information, ad-
vice and referral and is strictly 
confidential. It is stalled by 
qualified nurses on Mondays to 
Fridays from 10am to 2pm. Cal l 
I 800 069 967. Womens Health 
East also has a library available 
for public use and can assist 
with the provision of speakers 
for groups. It also organises 
workshops for women. 

MANNINGHAM 

MANNINGHAM'S ENVIRONMENT SEMINARS ARE BACK! 
The 2001 environmental seminar series is about to begin. This year we'll be 
exploring every1hing from bushland management to swamp wallabies, 
orchid propagation and even bird attracting plants. Don't miss our special 
seminar on "environmental investments". 
Thursday, 1 March: "Everything you wanted to know about rabbits" with 
Tim Bloomfield Thursday 5 April: Explore •·New directions in restoration 
ecology" with Diane Simmons. Thursday 3 May: Nigel Ainsworth explores 
"Insects and fungi for biological control of weeds" Thursday 7 June: 
"Black (swamp) wallabies" with Graeme Coulson. Thursdays July: "Looking 
ahead-Manningham's environmental overlays" with Libby Ward. Thursday 
2 August "Managing Manninghan' s bushland" wrth Jane Pammer. Thursday 
6 September: "Getting to know weed weaknesses" with Randall Robinson. 
Thursday 4 October: "Bat nesting boxes" with Robert Bender. Thursday 
1 November. "Orchid Propagallon for bushland regeneration" with Rob 
Cross. Thursdays December. "Garden plantings fora variety of birds" with 
Alan Reid. 
All seminars start at 7 .30pm. Venue: Currawong Bush Park, Conference 
Room, Reynolds Road, Doncaster East (Melways 34:56) 

Wednesday 17 October: "Environmental investments" 
Financial Advisor Michelle Brisbane will show you how to invest ethically 

and still get a good return on your dollar. 
Where: Manningham City Council Function Room, 

699 Doncaster Road. Doncaster. 
For a full program please contact Daniela Galatoulas on 9840 9362. 

,... 

RON C. DAY 
GARDE SOILS 

BUILDING SANDS 

All quarry products for drives & paths 

9844 3329 

BOBCAT ROCK BREAKER 
TIPPER HIRE 

EXCAVATOR 
Call Tony Humphreys 971 Z 0305 

or 0401 1 Z0 305 

• Felling 
• Shaping 

Experienced • 
Climber 

Fully Insured • 

Print 2000 
A5 flyers 

for just $90 
GET 1000 FREE! 

v' single color 
v white bond 80gsm 
v includes GST 
v artwork extra 

Coolstore Road , Croydon 
Phone 9725 6699 
Fax 9725 5384 

SUPPORT DIARY 
ADVERTISERS 

l_ (J]Ming's Warrandyte ~,a ! CHJNESERESTAVBANT(BYO) -- "~ ,. 
i:«. * No MSG * Fast service 1/J I 
. .- · * No artificial flavouring * Phone orders welcome 

* No artificial colouring * Special banquet menu 

TAKE AWAY WELCOME-OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK Trading Hours 
Sun-Thu 5-9.30pm 

i Shop 6, 92 Melbourne Hill Road, West End Shopping Centre, Warrandyte Fri-Sat 5-10.30pm 

~~11.
11 

...... 
1
}~f ... .h,=i "c;S (opposite Worrondyte Oval) Melwoy 35:~:0NE 9844 2288 ~---~-~· ~, .. ~ , ........ ---------------------' ·-····· .......... - ·-



Warrandyte joins the big league 
After pursuing affiliati n wi th Basket-
ball \'ictoria for many y ears , 
Warrandyte Basketball Club is at last 
to sign on. As a resu lt i t will enjoy all 
the benefits or being an affilia ted as-

the Vic to rian senior championship 
(Wednesdays) as well as the Victorian 
junior championship (Fridays) . en-
abling the more talented ·senior" jun-
iors to co ntinue to represent their 
club. 

wanted to ensure that the aim cap-
tured the essence of what the club is 
trying to achieve. 

"After much thought and consider-
ation , the following aim was decided 
upon: 'The Warrandyte Basketball Club 
aims to promote the game of basketball 
within the local community and prouide 
people of all ages with an opportunity 
to learn, deuelop and enjoy the game 
in o safe and encouraging enuiro11ment. ' 

Arsenis said junior players would 
also be encouraged through the new 
Spider Ball basketball clinics to be run 
by head coach Tristan Messerle. The 
Spider Ball program would replace the 
successful Mosquito Fleet program, a 
Warrandyte Basketball Club initiative 
which had been running for a number 
of years. · 

and officiated for 10 years and 
served on the committee for five 
years, he believed Warrandyte Bas-
ketball Club had great potent ial to 
become a far more successful and 
prosperous organisation. iation wi th the game's govern ing 

bod: in thi tate. 
The Redbac • committee decided 

unanimous! in December to take the 
ultimate tep. which will enable the 
club to fi Id teams in the highest level 

Oth er benefits include access to 
coach and referee training, talent iden-
tif ication amps, the Training Centre 
Program and funding for association 
development initiatives. 

"With many of the decisions the 
current committee have made, I am 
sure the club will benefit signifi-
cantly," he said . 

of m~llt1on i,1 ictoria. 
Thi had previous! b en out o f 

rea h for talented Redbac k teams 
and had een the departure of many 
talented Juniors to other club . 

Alhliation means that Warrandyte 
can for the first time field teams in 

"Becoming affiliated elle lively puts 
Warrandyte on the basketball map." 
club p resident Damian Arsenis told the 
Diary. "and will enable us to continue 
to grow and expand. 

"The committee decided it was tim e 
to se t a goal or an aim ." he said . "It 

"Now, with a new direction coupled 
with the imminent affiliation with Bas-
ketball Victoria, the club will be focus-
ing towards promoting junior partici-
pation in local primary schools in the 
hope and expectation that 11\ey will 
joi n the Redbacks ." 

"It will be directed at lour to I 0-year-
olds but will be more structured and 
will focus on different skills from week 
to week," Arsenis said. 

"The Oz Ball program will also be in-
troduced to Warrandyte very soon and 
will run in addition to Spider Ball ." 

Arsenis said that after having played 
for the Red backs for 14 years , coached 

"I would personally like to see the 
Red backs become a bigger and more 
successful association while continu-
ing to promote the game ol basket-
ball withinthe community. 

"in doing so, I feel very confident 
that it will ensure the long-term vi-
ability ol the club ." 

Four that got away Our kids 
star in 
the NBL 

By TONY OLIVER 
'arrandyte Basketball Club 

came home empty handed from 
the big Eltham Dandenong tour-
nament over the Australia Day 
\ 'eekend. But it did its reputa-

tion no harm at all by getting 
f ur of its 10 competing learns 
into lhe grand finals. 

Australia Day glory eludes Redbacks 
Some little Warrandyte kids 
with big basketball futures got 
their first taste on Saturday, 
February 3, of life al the top. 

Five girls and live boys teams 
braved the heat and the new 
basketball rules for this event, 
the largest of its kind in the 

uthern Hemisphere. 
The Redbacks ' results were 

mixed , with a number of teams 
finding lhe going hard when 
stepping up into higher-grade 
competiUon. 

Tristan 1esserle took the lop 
Under-I girls into the elite A-
grade competition that in-
cluded strong mel ropolitan 
teams from W. Despite some 
close games and being very 
competitive. lhe team missed 
out on the finals round. 

The strength of Warrandyte 
was exemplified by fielding a 
second Under-I girls side , 
coached by Warwick 
Armstrong. Unfortunately. late 
injuries weakened the line-up 
and a number of younger play-
ers stepped into the breach. 

In the lead-up games, Breanna 
Thomas earned a MDP award 
for her effo r ts against 
Whittlesea , an encoun t er in 
which Warrandyte came back 
strongly in the second hall af-
ter being outclassed in the fi rst. 
The nature of the d raw meant 
that the Redbacks con tesled 
the knock-out semi-final against 
South Adelaide but wer e well 
beaten by this strong in terstate 
team. 

Lorraine Parfitt had t w o 
teams in the competition. Her 
Under-16 girls found the going 
hard and just missed out on the 
semi-finals. 

First up was a disappointing 
30-22 loss to Camberwell de-
spite being in cont rol fo r most 
of the first hall, but strong per-
formances from a number o f 
players, including M i kha i la 

Greve and Anna Middleton, 
over the next games gave en-
couragement. 

The girls' tournament finished 
on a positive note, with good 
wins over Diamond Valley (15-
12) and Eltham (17-14). the lat-
ter providing revenge fro r 
Warrandyte·s defeat in a junior 
championship grading game in 
December. 

Parfitt ·s Under-14 girls fared 
bet ler and reached reached the 
preliminary final. In a classic 
final against Diamond Valley, 
Warrandyte surrendered the 
lead in the last 30 seconds to 
go down by 12-10. 

The Redbacks were in front, 
albeit narrowly, for most of the 
game but in the end could not 
counter Diamond Valley's tall 
centr e and the speed of i t s 
smaller guards. 

Emma Wood took her Under-
12 girls all the way to the fi nal s, 
accounting for Woodridge I 8-17 
in the preliminary final and re-
versing a 10-point defeat by that 
team in the round robin section. 
However, in the fi nal tes t , the 
gi r ls los t gallantly to Kestrals, 
coming back from 8-20 at half-
time to go down 18-26. 

It had been a gc-od all round 
team performance throughout 
the tournament, but with some 
out standing efforts by Fiona 
Rennie in the lead-up games . 

Similar success was achieved 
in the boys section. Malcolm 
Anderson took h is Under-12s 
boys to the grand final , only to 
go down 36-1 9 against a fast and 
skillfu l Collingwood outfi t. De-
spite star ti ng well , and running 
to a 6-2 lead, Warrandyte did 
not p lay t ight ly enough and 
Co ll ingw oo d 's r ebound i ng 
game was a highlight. 

Warrandyte's Josh Blakey was 
awarded MVP for his efforts in 
the final . 

In their first tournament as a 
team, Damian Arsenis' Under-I I 
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Redback Tyson Barber scrambles for the ball with a fallen Collingwood opponent as 
teammate Gavin Yates runs runs into position. The face far right is lhat of Warrandyte 's Josh 
Blakey, MVP in the Under-12 final. 

Metro I Championship boys 
competed against older and 
much bigger opposition in the 
Under-12 Boys B Division 2. It 
was always meant to be a learn-
ing experience for the talented 
young Redbacks , playing with-
out Troy Ratcliffe , who was re-
covering from a broken arm. 

To their great credit , they fin-
ished off the tournament with 
a fi ghting win , holding out the 
fast-finishing Greensborough 
side. 

The Under- 14 boys , coached 
by Travi s Brown and Peter 
Clough just missed out on the 
semi-fin als, having recorded 

three wins from six starts. They 
rued early losses , particularly 
a first-up defeat with just six 
players. 

John Buff steered the Under-
l 6s into the grand final, but 
they came up against taller and 
faster opponents and were out-
classed 77-23. 

The highlight for this learn , 
however, was a thrilling semi-
final win over Eltham at the 
Templestowe Leisure Centre. 
Warrandyte was in control for 
most of the game, but Eltham 
came back strongly in the last 
few minutes . 

The game was up for grabs 

with Warrandyte leading 26-24 
with seconds to go, but a tech-
nical foul against Eltham was 
the clincher. The Red backs con-
verted to take the match 28-24. 

Malcolm Anderson's Under-18 
boys also contested the grand 
final. They defeated Darebin 34-
30 in a last, close semi-final to 
book a place against Eltham in 
the big one at Eltham Leisure 
Centre. 

The grand final started at a 
furious pace , but Ellham 
opened up a 15-13 lead midway 
through the first half and gradu-
ally increased ilsadvantage to 
win 43-31 . 

Warrandyte Basketball Club's 
Under-10 A WRI team coached 
by club president Damian 
Arsenis contested the Super 
Mini-Series against the 
Waverley Bulldogs at half-time 
in the blockbuster Titans-Tigers 
NBL game at Vodafone Arena. 

And they covered themselves 
in gl ory, winnin g 28-10 to 
progress through to the finals . 
Tom Fitzpatri ck stole the show 
fo r Warrandyte by hitting a 
three-pointer, a rare achieve-
ment at this level. 

The Mini-Series is played over 
five minutes at hall-time during 
NBL ga mes in Melbourn e 
throughout the league season . 
It is a great opportunity for as-
piring youngsters to experience 
from the court the atmosphere 
of lop-level basketball. 

A cheer squad of more than 
40 parents , brothers, sisters, 
other relatives and friends were 
at the arena to support Arsenis ' 
super-talented young charges. 

Signing on 
for winter 
Warrandyte Basketball Club's 
Registration Day for the winter 
Saturday season is Satu rday, 
February 10, from 10 am to 
5pm. 

Age groups are from Under-9 
to Under-19 for both boys and 
girls. 

Registration is ear ly so the 
number of teams in each age 
group can be determined and 
attempts made to place each 
team in the appropriate grade. 

For further details, contact 
Tony Oliver on 9844 4287. 

Parents interested In enrolling 
their children in the Spider Ball 
program described elsewhere 
on this page should contact 
Oliver or Tristan Messerle 
(9844 2506). 
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B ers blow it! 
Warrandyte Cricket Club 
won, and then lost , their 
crucial ROCA Chandler 
Shield match against 
Montrose on February 3. 
And in doing so they for-
feited a position in the 
top four with only two 
rounds remaining. 

But we're still a 
chance for finals 

But the Bushrangers remain 
fewer than lour points out of fi-
nals contention and their next 
opponen ts, Ferntree Gully, are 
on ly a game ahead of them In 
third place. 

The extraordinary events that 
unfolded at the Warrandyte 
ground on February 3 provided 
a perfect examp le o r how 
quickly a loss or concentration 
can turn a game or cricket on 
its head. 

Batting first, Warrandyte col-
lapsed to be all out for I 18, only 
Dave Mooney, with 35 runs. pro-
viding any true resistance. All 
looked lost as Montrose raced 
to 1-47, but by the end or the 
day's play the visitors, who 
were bottom of the 
premiership table, had col-
lapsed to 7-72, with coach 

Russell .lenzen, Chris Snaidero 
and Gerald Walshe sharing the 
spoils. 

It took 13 overs on the second 
day for Warrandyte to take first 
innings points and a lead or 2 I 
runs. But as has been the case 
for most of the season, the bat-
ting again failed to come to 
grips with the situation and the 
Dytes were bundled out for just 
114 , leaving Montrose 135 to 
make in 35 overs. They 
achieved the target for the loss 
or four wickets. 

In the wash-up, Montrose took 
eight points for an outright win 
while Warrandyte were left with 
four points. Had they capital-
ised on the first innings lead , 
Warrandyte would have held 

lnvincibles come to town 
Great cricketing deeds will be relived al An Evening With The 
lnvincibles at Club Warrandyte on Friday, February 9. 

Neil Harvey and Sam Loxton , two or Sir Donald Bradman's unde-
feated Ashes tourists or I 948, will be special guests at the func-
tion, to be compered by Sid Barnes junior, son of another 
lnvincibles member. 

The evening offers a door prize of a commemmorative master-
piece of the lnvincibles, measuring 114 by 94 centimetres and val-
ued at $1650. A second masterpiece will be auctioned, along with 
other unique cricket memorabilia, and footage or the 1948 tour 
shown on the big screen. 

Tickets, which include a two-course meal , are $40 and are avail-
able at the Club Warrandyte bistro. Inquiries: 9844 I 199. 

The function starts at 6.30. 

down fourth spot. 
But the almost unprec-

edented evenness or the com-
pel it ion means that a linals 
berth rem ains within the 
Bushrangers' reach . Their des-
tiny is on their own hands over 
the next four weeks. 

The result against Montrose 
was the latest chapter in a story 
or opportunities lost for 
Warrandyte this season. 

In th e previous match against 
South Ringwood , Warrandyte 
were 3-140 at tea, chasing 267. 
With Adam White (who finished 
with 67) and Jenzen (72) calling 
the tune, they were in co m-
mand on a lightning fast out-
field . 

But White was out shortly al-
ter the break and a middle-or-
der batting collapse saw 
Warrandyte dismissed for 207. 

It was an unjust reward for 
some spectacular fast bowling 
by Jenzen, who took the first 
four South Ringwood wickets in 
his opening spell as they 
crashed to 4-60. Jenzen finished 
with 5-100. 

Veteran Robert White main-
tained his good form with the 
ball, conceding a miserly 27 
runs from 17 overs or tight orr-
spin, but South Ringwood were 
still able to get away to a size-
able score. 

The batting remains 
Warrandyte's problem. Only 
Jenzen, Adam White and Steve 
Bell have been able to post SO-
plus scores this season and this 
had placed continued pressure 
on the bowlers to defend mod-

David Mooney ... offered the only resistance with the bat 
against Montrose. 

est totals. 
"We have the ability, We just 

have to put it together as a 
team ," Jenzen said after the bit-
terly-disappointing result 
against Montrose. "But results 
in other matches have gone our 
way and now it is up to the play-
ers to band together and light 

for the finals spot that it there 
lor the taking." 

The lack of depth in playing 
talent and numbers is also caus-
ing problems for the club. The 
second eleven have had a spas-
modic season , with a number of 
players getting among the runs 
but unable to put together a 

Russell Jenzen 
st r ing of consistent scores to 
p ressure for a hrst eleven posi-
tion. 

The thirds and fourths have 
also struggled for numbers. but 
veterans such as Brnsn Cleaves 
and Graham Lawrence have 
come to the rescue since the 
Christmas break 

Lawrence and Cleaves were 
Warrandyte's top scorers in the 
fourths ' match against South 
Ringwood . 

Cricket details 
FIRSTS: Warrandyte !1-191 (A. White 

43 , Jenzen 37) lost to Wantima South 
7·209. Warrandyte 204 (Jenzen 72, A. 
While 67) lost to South Ringwood 267 
(J enzen 5-100) and 1-44. Warrandyte 
118 (Mooney 35) and 114 lost to 
Montrose 97 (Jenzen 4-43 , Walshe 3-
49) and 4-139. 

SECONDS: Warrandyte 173 (Bell 76, 
Graf 32) lost to Soutll Ringwood 405 and 
6-86 . Warrandyte 209 (8. Baker 65 , 
Cloke 36, Bren! 30) d Montrose 201 
(Graf 3-33, Warr 3-34) . 

THIRDS: Warrandyte 224 (Goddard 
74, Croft 73) lostto Soutll Ringwood 418 
(J. Coates 3·68). Warrandyte 7-194 
(Chapman 56 n.o., Raby 36, Gamble 42) 
d Montrose 189 (Rabv 3-22, Welleslev 
4-50 , Lincoln 3-58). 

Bloodss le for numbers 
By LEE TINDALE 

Warrandyte Football Club are 
struggling for numbers as 
their return to EFL Third Divi-
sion on April 7 approaches. 

Numbers have been down at 
pre-season training and the 
committee has set itself the 
task or personally contacting 
every registered player to en-
courage attendance. 

"We've already written to ev-
ery player on our list, but too 
many of them have not re-
plied," new Bloods president 
Robert "Noddy" Ireland told 
the Diary. 

The good news is that as 
this edition went to press , half 
a dozen prospective recruits 
- some with senior Diamond 
Valley league experience -
were expected at training to 
"look the club over". 

"It 's not good enough to just 
replace players who have left 
the club, " Ireland said. " II you 
lose lour players from last 
year you look to gain IO to 
strengthen the ranks and go 
forward." 

The Bloods have not yet 
abandoned hope of retaining 
the services of on-baller Mack 
Clarkson, their best and fair-
est for the past two seasons 
and Third Division com peti-
tion champion In 1999. 

Clarkson has been targeted 
by Division I club East 
Ringwood . "He badly wants to 
have a go at First Division and 
has told me that ii he didn't 
do it now he'd never do it," 
Ireland said. 

"I suggested he play a 
couple of practice matches 
with East Ringwood to see 
how he liked it before making 
a final decision and he's 
agreed to do that. 

"II he decides to go, we'll 
wish him all the best. He's 
given Warrandyte great ser-
vice." 

Premiership captain, 300-
gamer and multiple best-and-

fairest winner John O'Brien 
has left the club to take up a 
coaching appointment with 
Second Division club Knox. 

Ironically, O'Brien captained 
the Bloods to their one-point 
win over Knox in the 1999 
Third Division grand final. 
Ironica lly, too, Knox replaced 
Warrandyte this season in Sec-
ond Division, having won last 
year's Division 3 premiership. 

"John's ultimate ambition is 

Very doubtful: Mack 
Clarkson 

to return to coach 
Warrandyte," said Ireland . "He 
wants to return to the club 
with coaching experience and 
he believes it best to get that 
experience at another club, 
away from the mates he has 
played alongside for so long. 

"He has been a great player 
for us and of course we wish 
him every success in the new 
direction he has taken ." 

Defender Rocky Armstrong, 

Juniors in demand 
Warrandyte Junior Football Club are also seeking players - and 
coaches - for the new season. 

The club are advertising on strategically-placed billboards 
around town for players from Under-9s to Under-l 7s . 

Registration day is at the clubrooms from 10am to 1pm on Sun-
day, February 11, and any boy who'd ilke to resresent the progres-
sive club in the Yarra Junior Football League is invited to sign up. 

The young Bloods are particulary keen to resurrect at least one 
Under-9 team . The Under-9s went Into recess for want of numbers 
last season. Previously, the club had run two sides at the grassroots 
level. 

Coaches are also required at all levels and anyone interested is 
asked to contact Anthony Mirabella, from the club's football de-
partment, on 9844 2623. 

Mirabella also welcomes inquiries lrom any prospective new 
players or their parents. 

Also doubtful: Rocky 
Armstrong 

fourth in last season's best 
and fairest voting, is another 
doubtful starter for 200 I. 
Armstrong has connections in 
senior amateur football and 
may return to those ranks, but 
Warrandyte are still negotiat-
ing with him. 

Warrandyte will play three 
practice matches in the lead-
up to the season's opener 
away to East Doncaster. The 
first (venue and opponents 
yet to be decided) will be on 
March 17, the second at home 
during the Warrandyte Festi-
val and the third the following 
weekend . 

Until Warrandyte Cricket 
Club vacate the recreation re.. 
serve at the end ol their sea-
son, the Bloods will train 
there on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday nights. 

"We'd love to see local sup-
porters get along there to 
watch training and encourage 
the boys on the track," said 
Ireland. 

"And ol course we'd love to 
hear from any volunteers pre.. 
pared to lend a hand in any 
capacity in the running of the 
club." 

The Fighting Irish begin this season·s senior basketball com-
petition as the team to beat again after upsetting delendin, 
champions the Ostrich Farmers 54-44 in December·s Greyburn 
Cup grand final. 

Inspi red by a big second hall from Jarrod Dkk. the Irish 
showed poise down the stretch in outlasting a desperate Farm-
ers. 

With the Irish trailing by one at half-time Dick potted all 10 of 
his points in the second stanza to set up the win. Adam Bon•,ick 
topped the scoring with 16 while Brad Giampietro added 12 
And Giampietro was very relieved alter the game. 

"Finally we didn 't self-destruct in a big game," he said as the 
Irish ended a six-season premiership drought. "Ail through the 
finals we pla ed well as a team." 

The River Rats kept their hold on the over.JO crown cour-
tesy of a 34-26 win over Warrandyte. The Rats led by just two 
at hail-time but turned the defensive clamps thereafter. 

John Skidmore provided the inside muscle with 10 points 
whil e Gerald Walshe added eight han e Johnson led 
Warrandyte with 11. 

The Phantoms claimed their first Grand H tel Cup women's 
title , beating the PP Champs 32-20. The Champs were scar,·h-
ing lor an historic 10th cup but were denied by Jess Caruso. 
who potted 15 points including two late three-pointer to cal 
the win. 

·we·ve finally done it, " said captain Gael Carter. 
Adam Berwick. teve Doyle and Jess Caruso were n, med the 

Most Valuable Players of the respective competitions. The new 
season starts on February 14 (men) and February 15 (women) 
Contact teve Doyle on 041 370 3 9 or Terri labon 04 l 7 332 
148 for entry details. 

Smashing succ~ 
Two Warrandyte Tennis Club teams were victoriou in the final 
ol the Lilydale and District night competition . 

ln the Tuesday night men' event, Section 4 R, cketeers (Greg 
Lawrence, Rashi Somu, David Green. Mark Bence, Lee rkhme1 and 
Tim Oriander) easily defeated a Heathmont team. 

And in the Wednesday night mixed competition. ection 3 Blue 
Boys (Michelle Gilling, Lynda! Mackin! h. Paul Lynch. eil, proat. 
Cameron McBain and Mark Hill) l.'asily accounted for ate-am from 
Burnt Bridge. 



Thinking of selling? 
Consider the following: 

does your agent live locally? 
does your agent understand what living in Warrandyte is all about? 
does your agent have a thorough knowledge of the property values in the area? 
does your agent open 7 days a week? 
does your agent have an extensive database of prospective Warrandyte purchasers? 

If not ... you '11 need to talk to us. 

11 Albert Rd, Nth Warrandyte 
3BR, l/3 acre, river frontage $215 ,000 

2 Stony Creek Rd, Nth Warrandyte 
2BR character home with 2-room studio $229 ,000 

yte-Ringwood Roa 
e , fully renovated c 

www.professionals.com.au/warrandyte 


