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CHILDREN'S RIDING SCHOOL
WARRANDYTE

e Children's and Adult's Tuition
 Responsible, Qualified Instructors
* Quiet, Safe Ponies & Horses
* Fun-filled Holiday Programs e School Programs
* Birthday Parties * Christmas Parties

Johansons Road, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3882




POTTERS Y COTTAGE

a la carte menu
Licensed & BYO bottled wine only
Lunch & Dinner — Jazz Band Saturday Nights
Pottery, Glass, Paintings, Woodwork,
Metalwork, Sculpture, Cards

SPECIAL PRE-CHRISTMAS RENOVATIONS SALE
UP TO 50% OFF MANY ITEMS!

There’s never been a better time to visit Potters!
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RESTAURANT & GALLERY

(Under New Ownership)
umping Creek Road, Warrandyte 3113
URANT 9844 2270 - GALLERY 9844 3078
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December
Wiching You a

happy and peacchul

Christmas

AT THE BRIDCE

b4
232 YarpAa St
WARRANDYTE
Ph 03 38442466

HOURS
Tues-Sat: 11am-5.30pm
Sun/Mon: 1-5.30pm
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OUR NEWSPAPER

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it
has retained its strong community character, being produced
by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community.
Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-for-
profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice.
The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people,
environment and character of the place it serves. Its monthly
circulation is 3700 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and
Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the
Yarra River, some 24km from Melbourne. The site of the first
official gold discovery in Victoria—in 1851—it soon estab-
lished its character as a small, self-sustaining community set
in 2 beautiful river valley. Around 1900 the miners, orchardists
and trades le were joined by a number of young painters
who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition.
Although now 2 commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of
Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is the
voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Checking out the sexuality
of the more exotic vegies

The check-out chick at
- Safeways at The Pines
i might have known her

onions, but she wasn't
at all sure about the more ex-
otic vegies the bloke was
putting through. The potato-
looking thing threw her, but the
customer came to her rescue
by assuring her it was a taro.
Then the bok choy. She had a
clue about that but needed to
be reminded of the difference
between the standard bok choy
and the baby variety. The cu-
cumber in clingwrap was easy
— or so she thought. But as she
was about to zap it into the reg-
ister, the bloke told her this was
no ordinary, common and gar-
den cucumber but a Lebanese
one. “Oh,” she said, studying it
for a little while before turning
to the chick at the next check-
out. “How much it a lesbian cu-
cumber?” she asked. Well, they

are pretty phallic, you know.
graphs for the Diary

i (while doubling as

chief-of-staff), Jan Tindale had
never been shot at, spat at, se-
riously confronted, threatened,
interrogated by ASIO or the CIA
or made to feel anything but
welcome. Surprise, then that
this shutterbug with the very
natural and engaging subject-
friendly ways should be evicted
last month from our benign sen-
ior citizens’ annual concert —
the favourite invitational date
on her happy-snap calendar.
Yes, the lady banging the ivo-
ries objected to Jan taking up
her customary stage-door posi-
tion to capture the players as
they came out to do their
things, told her to get out of the
way and, ultimately, to get out
altogether. “Okay,” said Jan,
“seeya!” Come on, old girl, this
was hardly the paparazzi! Never
mind, the incident has soured
the sweet relationship between
the Diary and the senior cits not
at all — and Jan's pre-eviction
concert pics are on Page 11.

In all the years she'd
been taking photo-

IN RED & WHITE

Lawrie Sloan... just don’t
mention turkeys!

Clockwise from top left: Taro, baby bok choy, Lebanese
cucumber. The photos are not scaled to size — but size
doesn’t matter anyway, does it?

Don’t even try talking
“ turkey to Lawrie Sloan
i — Christmas is not yet

upon us and he's al-
ready had a gutful of 'em!
Lawrie, Warrandyte's most
decorated football administra-
tor and also flatulently famous,
moved into a new unit in
Ringwood recently and was
mystified by a few calls to his
new phone number inquiring
about poultry. Poultry? Not
known at this address, he said.
But the Christmas rush had re-
ally set in by the time Sloanie
returned from four days in his
caravan at Dromana. His an-
swering service was chockers
— 14 callers putting in their
orders for turkeys! One bloke
wanted 10 dozen, another
seven dozen another five
dozen. Turns out Telstra had
allocated him the discontinued
number of a mob called Forti-

tude Turkeys. Lawrie has since
snapped the food chain by

Is their no end to the

changing his number again.
talents of regular Page
2 visitor Grant “Socks”

i Egan? A printer by vo-

cation, Socks had already diver-
sified into shed demolition,
revolutionising that trade by
starting at the bottom and
working up where mere mortals
had always done it the other
way around. Now he has taken
his unlimited versatility into the
cabinet-making field. Socks
spent many hours crafting a
cabinet to house his exotic wine
collection and right pleased he
was with the fruits of his la-
bours. Inspired, he embarked
on a similar project to house his
precious audio/visual gear but
somehow interpreted inches as
centimetres and made it too

#

narrow by about that much to
fit his VCR. “I was going to get a
new VCR anyway,” he defen-
sively told his mirth-stricken
mates. So if anyone out there
has a teeny-weeny, anorexic
VCR they're not using, they
might like to put it Socks’ way.
"$ Wilson continues to

shed kilograms so fast
that his ambitious target of
dropping 70 in 12 months is
now an estimable number of
modest fish, chicken and veg-
etable lunches and dinners
away. We reported in the Octo-
ber edition that Andrew had
dispensed with 51 kilos since
last December and was aiming
to lose a score more. Well, he's
since lost half of those — which
has him tipping the scale at a
round 100 and the diet is still
going strong. He's whittled so
much from his girth that he can
now get into wife Christine’s
trackie pants — although not at
the same time, of course.

Erstwhile real estate
heavyweight Andrew

Stuck for Christmas
present ideas? “Why
not give a living
thing?” suggests
Cathy Willis, our resident native
flora authority. “An attractive
indigenous pot plant could be
perfect for the relative with eve-
rything and you can take your
pick from a wide range at the
Friends of Warrandyte State
Park nursery at Pound Bend.”
Makes sense to us. Cathy also
points out that if the drought
has delayed your home plant-
ing projects, the nursery has
any number of beaut natives
ready to go into the ground
right now. So give her a call on

0418 142297.
"? there’ll be no rest for
your columnist, who's
off to study in depth the beer
gardens of the Bellarine Penin-
sula for his PhD thesis. Thanks
to all of you who contributed
(in one way or another) to Page
2 during the year and particu-
lar thanks to Neil Dusting and
Alan Koetsveld for seeing rea-
son and withdrawing their
death threats. May Christmas
and New Year be memorable for
you for all the right reasons —
and we'll see you in February.

Smokey
Joe

The holiday season
approaches apace, but

HAVE AN ALERT CHRISIMAG,..




By DAVID WYMAN

Park Orchards and Warrandyte residents have
expressed concerns about the water quality
and safety of drainage facilities at the down-
stream end of Stintons Reserve, off Stintons
Road, Park Orchards.

The residents, who have inspected the fa-
cilities while their children were playing
cricket on the reserve, say the water ponded
at the outlet end of a pipeline under the re-
serve “looks putrid”.

“The pond is not fenced and | regard it as a
hazard for children—and for the integrity of
the flow in the creek,” a Warrandyte resident
told the Diary.

Stintons Reserve was formed by landfill with
garbage. The former Doncaster and
Templestowe council purchased 32 acres of
land from a private owner in 1971 with the
aim of filling it to address an acute shortage
of garbage tipping space in the municipality
and to provide sporting facilities for Park Or-
chards. A large diameter concrete pipeline
was installed to pipe a creek through the site.

The reserve is now the home of Park Or-
chards BMX Club and has an oval for cricket
and football, and a pavilion.

Neither the pondage immediately below the
filled bank nor a spillway into the creek
nearby are fenced. “A path leading from the
oval, through an open gateway, into degraded
bushland and down to the concrete pond and
spillway looks very inviting,” the resident
said. “Younger children, waiting for their older
siblings playing cricket or using the BMX
track, would be tempted to wander that way.”

The Stintons Road garbage tip, as it was then
known, was filled with council and private gar-
bage over several years up until the late 1970s.
The dumped waste was covered with earth
and compacted on a daily basis.

During the filling process it is known by resi-
dents who used it that toxic materials of vari-
ous kinds were dumped in the tip by private
users and businesses.

At the time, and in subsequent years, the
toxic waste under the reserve caused concern
to conservation groups, such as the
Warrandyte Environment League, because the
stormwater leaching out of the landfill enters
the creek which joins Andersons Creek up-
stream from the Warrandyte CFA station. This
water flows into the Yarra River.

Manningham council, in a statement to the
Diary, said it had undertaken extensive site
development to comply with EPA require-
ments.

“Council had been testing the drain,
leachate ponds and the nearest access point
above the tipping perimeter up until 1977 on
advice from the EPA. An abatement notice was
sent to the council from EPA in May 1997.”

The council statement said tests of water
emitting from the drain should see a high ecoli
level due to the properties upstream being
unsewered.

“Council’s health and local laws department
currently conducts quarterly tests of the sep-
tic system at the pavilion on the reserve,”
council said.

Water causes concern

Our community bank is closer

By SAM DAVIES 2003, is now firming as the
The prospectus for Warran- most likely date the prospec-
dyte’s new community bank tus will be issued.
is to be sent out to pledge- It will initially be sent out
holders in late January. to the 420 people who
Following the approval ofa  pledged, after which the gen-
Warrandyte franchise of the eral public will be invited to
Bendigo Community Bank apply.
last month, the board of This release will be fol-
Warrandyte Financial Serv- lowed by the official launch
ices, the company set up to of the prospectus, planned
run the bank, has been work-  for February 12.
ing hard to finalise arrange- “Hopefully then we’ll get
ments for the prospectus. whatever remains of the
Board

‘s share money in,” Mr Provan
Provan, says that January 24, said.

At the Doncaster East
branch, “opened earlier this
year, all shares were sold be-
fore the official launch”.

The community will also
have an opportunity to ask
questions about the bank at
this official launch.

The board must raise a
minimum of $600,000 before
the bank can be opened. This
money will cover the set-up,
employing staff, buying
equipment and the workin
costs of the bank before it is

takes one to two years.

Shares will be sold at one
dollar, with a minimum pur-
chase of 500 and a maximum
10,000.

With over $670,000
pledged, Mr Provan said the
bank will now rely on public
support to raise the mini-
mum.

From the time the minimum
amount is raised, it is
usually another two months
before the branch officially
opens.

PETER GARDINER LL.B

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

For Legal Work including:

® Property Conveyancing

e Family Law

® Court Representation

e Wills and Estates

e Sale of Business
Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue Ph: 98441111
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road) AH. 9844 1192
West End, Warrandyte Fax: 9844 1792

Break Free

from unwanted feelings, habits & emotions

NewCode PSH may be your answer
Private Subconscious-mind Healing (PSH)
The three session solution for emotional wellness

Ring Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322
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“We’re looking for people

to return the application and
money, as soon as possible,”
Mr Provan said. “The longer
we take to raise the capital,
the longer we wait till we get
the bank.”

With the old Common-
wealth Bank site at 142 Yarra
Street secured, the board an-
ticipates opening in April or
May.

Given that the bank is still
dependent on raising money,
Mr Provan said that the
board had not yet discussed

hiring staff, though, he said,

“if possible, it would be pref-
erable to employ local staff,
if sufficiently qualified”.

The 10-person board,
formed from members of the
steering committee, includes
a public accountant, two re-
tired bank managers, a solici-
tor, a financial planning con-
sultant and several business
proprietors.

The full list of names and
qualifications will be issued
with the prospectus. They
are all unpaid, and will all be
shareholders in the company.

RUSH & HAMPSHIRE

Barristers & Solicitors

e Conveyancing & Leases ® Equestrian Legal Issues
* Family Law ® Personal Injuries
e Sale & Purchase of Business ® Wills & Probate
* Criminal & Traffic Offences

Previously Geraldine M.T. Rush BA. LL.B.
167 Yarra Street, Warrandyte

9844 4646




An open letter to Cr G. Gough,
Mayor of Manningham

Following the message | left on your
phone, we write to raise with you the
implications within the community of
the 44 vote in council on an applica-
tion for an amendment to the Planning
Scheme in Park Orchards

This was not just any old application.
t was the one which eventually re-
sulted in the landmark Non-Urban Ar-
eas Review. Accepted by council by a
7-1 vote, this document placed the City
of Manningham at the cutting edge of
the push to protect the Green Wedge
as it preceded the Metropolitan Strat-
egy, 2030

We attended information nights and
were greatly encouraged by the qual-
ity of the report and by the presenta-
tions given by Trevor Budge and Paul
Molan

We felt optimistic enough to speak
in support of the proposed “new part-
nership” between council and commu-
nity

To move forward on that commit-
ment, Wonga Park Environment Group
met to discuss our role in a partner-
ship as well as our perceived role for
the council.

Then last Friday Wonga Park Resi-
dents’ Association conducted a forum
to gather ideas on how the recommen-
dations of the review might be imple-
mented

The forum was very ably lead by en-
vironmental planner Samantha
Bradley and resulted in excellent au-
dience participation and many good
ideas. We put forward our ideas on the
proposed new partnership.

We believe that to turn around the
degradation and loss of remnant native
vegetation, years of hard work, politi-
cal will, enforcement implementation,
education, a change in attitudes about
the economic value of properties with
significant native vegetation and
much, much more money allocated to
environmental management.
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But now, we feel a complete loss of
confidence, frustrated and bitterly dis-
appointed to learn the stark reality of
the wobbly support from ward coun-
cillors on the basic issue of further
subdivision in Green Wedge areas, as
reported in Warrandyte Diary last is-
sue.

Are we to believe this means wobbly
support, or worse, apathy, towards all
the recommendations of the review?

Do you expect us to continue with
our efforts in a community/council
partnership?

Cr Gough, you demonstrated by your
vote your personal commitment to
protection of the Green Wedge, but we
would now like to see you speak out
to the community through whatever
avenues are available to you as leader
of a team, as to what a partnership
means to us all, based on the recom-
mendations in the review.

The message we want to hear is that
you believe that the most beneficial
option open to council is to reinforce
that the Green Wedge is a special place
and that you recognize that the area
could boast a “a unique, exceptionally
well managed environment actually
achieving improvement in environ-
mental qualities™.

We want a clear statement from you
as to the future of the Green Wedge,
emphasising that there will be no fur-
ther subdivision as a result of applica-
tions for amendments to the Planning
Scheme.

It looks as if ratepayers may bear
much of the burden of the cost of im-
plementation.

You will need to gain our support.

Flora Anderson
Wonga Park
Environment Group

1 do not usually respond to criticisms
of my performance in council, but to
be buried on the front page of a news-
paper, | feel | could not go without re-
sponse.

I have always declared that | am a
supporter of the retention of the Green
Wedge and had either Mr Honeywood
and Mr Mayor been present at the Oc-
tober council meeting they would have
heard my commitment to this.

The salient point is, this debate was
not to “cut up” the Green Wedge, but
to be put on exhibition so that all peo-
ple in the community would not only
be appraised of the situation but
would have valuable input.

If Mr Honeywood and Mr Mayor had
been in attendance, they would have
heard my arguments for this. They
would have also heard me say that I
personally did not support the pro-
posed development in its present
form. However the community should
be made aware of the benefits and
disbenefits of such a proposal.

The Green Wedge is fast becoming a
brown wedge and many people share
this view.

Should the state government, who
introduced these controls 27 years
ago, assist by an annual budget allo-
cation sufficient to help support the
landowners to keep their properties in
top condition. | wonder how hard has
Mr Honeywood fought for funds to re-
alise this. If he has | have certainly not
heard about it.

As Cr Bruce quite rightly pointed out,
our LEAF (Local Environment Assist-
ance Fund) is funded by the ratepay-
ers of Manningham, but the amount
allocated is insufficient. Is it equitable
that all ratepayers of the city support
this financially.

Council has little to no powers to re-
quire landowners to improve their de-
graded land, therefore | cannot see any
improvement being made to the land
in the future.

A visit with the review committee

earlier this year noted that although
some landowners have pristine land
(but at a great personal cost), other
land is suffering with rabbit infesta-
tion, noxious weeds causing sub stand-
ard land. Something has to be done to
bring land up to a suitable standard.

This also is of concern to the resi-
dents of Wonga Park, who reported in
the Wonga Park Vine—September edi-
tion 2002—under the heading, “The
Green Wedge Not A Lot Left And It's
Not A Bit Well”.

“The reality is that vegetation is lost,
waterways polluted, but little money
is being spent on environment manage-
ment. It is unlikely that environmental
goals will be achieved under the cur-
rent system. There are no true rural
areas in Manningham and very few
farmers earning a living off the land.”

This area is very fire-prone and this
is in need of attention. I spoke of the
serious pollution in our waterways
which is creating serious and environ-
mental problems by septic tanks.

Over 6000 residences in Wonga Park,
Donvale and Park Orchards have sep-
tic tanks. According to the water au-
thorities, sewerage is at least 10-15
years away. This proposal could have
eased the situation in some areas of
Park Orchards and Donvale. I believe
the community should be made aware
of this and have some input into the
proposal. We all know the environmen-
tal and health problems associated
with septic tanks. In fact, our water-
ways have a level of ecoli that is not
acceptable.

To create sewerage and free our wa-
terways of ecoli would be of great ben-
efit to the community and environ-
ment—key elements expressed in the
non-urban review.

As far as the review is concerned. |
urge all people to read it in its entirety
before commenting. It is not beyond
council to opt for selective environ-
mentally sensitive development of
similar properties such as this pro-

posal which could be serviced with
all environmental, ecological, land-
scape criteria.

The review itself recognised that the
status quo option would only see the
land continue to degrade. The report
states “inter alia” the present arrange-
ments (Planning Scheme Provisions)
environmental management programs
fragmentation in the hundreds of pri-
vate landowners are most unlikely to
achieve any environmental gains and
are likely to see a lessening in the very
qualities that are so widely treasured.
It also speaks about Conventional De-
velopment, Enhanced Environment
Management and Environmental Liv-
ing. All were options discussed and
important reading.

When talking of overall vision for our
non urban area the report states:
“Such a vision is partly reliant on pro-
viding for some limited, planned fur-
ther development in the non urban
area. The form of development being
contemplated by this study is based
on setting standards substantially
above any level previously contem-
plated and the plans for large parcels
of land in individual or multiple own-
ership to be redeveloped where they
can fully meet and implement the en-
vironmental criteria.

In June 2002, five councillors sup-
ported an investigation into this feasi-
bility of moving toward the Environ-
mental Living scenario.

The time has really come for all of us
to take the emotion out of the debate.
Words like “carve up” and “cut up”, the
irate phone calls and letters get us
nowhere.

It is time to work together and seek
a solution which will ensure a sustain-
able future for the Green Wedge.

In closing may I say that if I am con-
demned for allowing the public to fully
debate this issue, then | stand con-
demned.

Cr Lionel Allemand
Donvale

Cup
carnival
capers

Club Warrandyte, in conjunc-
tion with the Grand Hotel and
Warran Glen Nursery held a
“grand week at the races” for
the spring racing carnival re-
cently.

A marquee was erected
streetside and displays of roses
and greenery were especially
brought in to add to the atmos-
phere.

Melbourne Cup Day saw an
early start at 8am for breakfast,
with some of the really eager
punters staying on for the day
to watch the Melbourne Cup on
the big screen TV.

Oaks Day luncheon saw a
large contingent of local ladies,
who turned out in all their fin-
ery. Many sipped on cham-
pagne flavoured with strawber-
ries from the local strawberry
farm and enjoyed a buffet
luncheon. The hotel provided
bet runners for the day.

The week was a huge success
for the Grand Hotel and Club
Warrandyte.

Alison and Carolyn
Club Warrandyte/
Grand Hotel

Water
Wally

If it wasn’t bad enough to have
a circus tent on the footpath
outside the Grand Hotel re-
cently—which appeared out of
the blue—I think the recent
sight outside the same hotel
really takes the cake.

As | drive on the way to work
I sight what must be the local
Water Wally hosing down the
footpath. No high tech water-
saving jet on the hose or high-
powered water blaster; just a
good old-fashioned finger over
the end of the hose. Didn’t we
hear in the news recently that
there is a water shortage?
Shame, Club Warrandyte,
shame!

Name and address
supplied

See the sign, forget the scenery

2
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I would like to propose a new
award for the most insensitive
addition to Warrandyte. | real-
ise that there may be a lot of
competition, but | think that
Manningham council is in the
lead at the moment.

I frequently walk along the
river from the bridge to
Stiggants Reserve.

Behind the bakery there is a
lovely open section of the
river, where families stop to
watch the ducks, or appreci-
ate the scene painted by the
early artists.

Now someone at Manning-
ham has obviously been try-
ing to provide a better cus-
tomer service to these people,
and wondered what they
might be wanting right now to

make this idyll complete. You
guessed it. The reason they
are all congregating there
isn't to contemplate the mist
rising over the wattles or even
enjoy meeting friends and pic-
nicking. No, they are looking
for a toilet.

Now they no longer have to
be concerned, because right
in the middle of the river bank
is a large, obtrusive, ugly blue
sign telling them that toilets
can be found 450m in one di-
rection or 250m in the other.

Perhaps next time Manning-
ham has a new customer serv-
ice idea they could check it
out with the Warrandyte com-
munity.

Jan Davies
Bradleys Lane

Pre-school
memories

It was with great sadness that |
learned of the North Warran-
dyte kindergarten being de-
stroyed by arsonists. It brought
back memories of many Mon-
day mornings, spent with Pat
Barr and June Antonoff in her
green Kombi van collecting
beer bottles to raise funds for
our new kindergarten and wel-
fare centre, as well as many
other memorable fundraising
events.

1 felt so sad to see the kinder-
garten destroyed this way, es-
pecially after all the hard work
the committee and community
did to raise funds, but | am sure
the wonderful Warrandyte peo-
ple will rally together once
again to rebuild.

Gwen Szabo
Batemans Bay

Councillors’
stand

Congratulations to Councillors
Goonan, Larkin, Beynon and
Allemand standing up for de-
mocracy in an endeavour to al-

low the exhibition of planning
scheme amendment of a small
parcel of land within the Park
Orchards Green Wedge which
could have allowed reticulated
sewerage to some 4000 homes
in Park Orchards and
Donvale—something that many
of these residents have been
waiting 40 or more years to
eventuate.

It is noted that those council-
lors who voted against exhibit-
ing the plan live well outside the
area and no doubt enjoy a re-
ticulated sewerage system and
at the same time “call out”
about the environment and the
pollution of our waterways.

So our local MP, Phil Honey-
wood , has stated that he does
live outside the electorate. Per-
haps he is too afraid to risk his
health in a non-reticulated sew-

erage area.
Trevor Parker
Park Orchards

Fire fears
warning

Just in from my usual clearing
of dried branches/dead plants.
Picked up latest Diary this
morning and that front page
photo is most effective.
Please, please, send copies to

Manningham council to empha-
sise the importance of their
staff to get off their backsides
and enforce the regulations
covering clearing of acreage
plus blocks of fire hazards and
do something about the nox-
ious weeds that are in creeks
and roadsides in these areas—

E &

"We're the original
conservationists, Ock.
The editor’s been recycling us
for 30 years!”

Responsibility for election
comment in this issue is accepted

by Cliff Green,
23 Webb Street, Warrandyte.

adjacent to my place is a three
and a half acre property and the
Warrandyte-Ringwood Road
frontage paddock hasn't been
cut for approximately 10 years.
Last time I tried, a horse was
put in there—briefly!
Joan R:
Warrandyte-Ringw:
Road

Pre-school
thanks

Yarra-Warra Fire Appeal Market
organisers want to thank the
community for its generous
support and especially thank
the North Warrandyte CFA for
their great effort in manning the
barbecue and supplying a fire
truck for the kids to climb on.

Special thanks also go to the
volunteers who did a great job
face painting and hair spraying
the younger members of our
communltf'.

Especially a;:jpreciated were
the generous donations from
many local traders—especially
IGA—and individuals and the
great support and help re-
ceived from the Lions Club and
the Warrandyte Diary, not to for-
get the kinder parents and
other volunteers who manned
the stalls, as well as the market

stallholders.

We thank you all for your
great efforts in making the mar-
ket day a success.

The market and raffle raised
a total of $3,500. Well done and
many thanks.

Yarra-Warra Pre-School
Committee of Management

Festival
thanks

We are writing to thank every-
one who helped support the
Warrandyte Festival fundrais-
ing evening. The night was a
huge success and a great many
people helped to contribute to
this.

More than 170 people listened
and danced to our talented en-
tertainers who each donated
their services and provided a
wonderful concert and disco.
Many groups and individuals
helped by donating goods and
services or helped to organise
the night.

Everything from hall hire to
the tea, coffee and raffle tickets
was donated so that every dol-
lar raised will go straight to the
organising of next year’s festi-
val. We raised $6,600, well over
our aim. This means that not
only will our increased costs be
covered, but we can have an
even better festival.

The fundraiser was the culmi-
nation of an idea inspired bg
Judy Finger, who together wit
the girls from the Festival Com-
mittee put on a rollicking good
night. Special thanks must be
given to Judy who saw a need
to raise enough money to cover
increased insurance liability
costs. Without her untiring en-
thusiasm we would not have
achieved such an outstanding
outcome.

Thank you also to those peo-
ple who have paid their 10Us.
Could any outstanding ones be
paid soon. Also, does anyone
know the whereabouts of Jock
Macneish's wonderful carica-
ture of the “Community Hat”
which disappeared on the
night?

Again, thanks to everyone
who supported the night.

Warrandyte Festival
Committee



By CLIFF GREEN

Warrandyte prides itself on being a
united community. Although the Yarra
River separates us geographically, and
we live in separate municipality, police
districts, fire brigade areas and state
and federal electorates, we have al-
ways played sport together, sup-
ported the same causes and thought
and acted as one place.

However, following the state election,
we now find ourselves on either side
of the political divide, with Phil
Honeywood re-elected in the
Warrandyte electorate, south of the
river, and ALP candidate Danielle
Green successful in Yan Yean to the
north (see report this page).

Phil Honeywood survived the anti-
Liberal tide that swept across the east-
ern suburbs of Melbourne.

Although his vote was reduced, from
19,395 at the last election in 1999, to
18,672 this time, he achieved a clear
margin over his nearest opponent,
ALP’s Jarrod Panther, who scored
12,478 votes. Greens candidate Barry
Watson registered 3,556 with 909 vot-
ers supporting Tim Petheridge of the
Hope Party.

Mr Honeywood believes his stand on
environmental issues saved him from
the annihilation or near defeat suffered
by his Liberal colleagues in neighbour-
ing electorates. Victor Perton's close
run in the seat of Doncaster was espe-
cially unexpected.

“As soon as | heard of the Greens
candidate standing in the Warrandyte
electorate | phoned him so we could
get to know one another,” Mr Honey-
wood told the Diary. “We subsequently
went bushwalking together on two
occasions so that we could reach a
position of understanding and support
for his local environmental priorities.

“My record of defending the Green
Wedge clearly assisted in this co-op-
erative attitude.”

There were clear indications in the
polling that the Liberals were given a
Green Wedge message. The Green
Wedge Coalition claimed that some of
the bigger swings in Melbourne’s outer
seats were against pro-development
Liberal candidates. These included
Geoff Leigh in Mordialloc, Wayne
Phillips in Eltham and Gary Rowe in
Cranbourne.

Mr Honeywood thanked all his
Warrandyte and Park Orchards con-
stituents for returning him for a fifth
term.

“When I was first elected as the local

We em

By FIA CLENDINNEN

For the first time in a decade North
Warrandyte residents will be repre-
sented in state parliament by a Labor
politician.

Danielle Green, who formerly
worked as an electoral officer for
Andre Haermeyer, the minister for
police and emergency services, con-
vincingly won the seat of Yan Yean,
gaining 49.58 percent of the primary
vote. Matthew Guy, the Liberal can-
didate, gained 38.42 percent with Pat
Vaughan from the Greens winning
10.83 percent and the Citizens Elec-
toral Lobby on 1.17 percent.

Ms Green, a Diamond Creek resi-
dent and the mother of two children,
said she believed the swing towards
her showed the high regard people
had for the state government.

“I think the Bracks government has
done a really good job in its first three
years,” she said.

“And I think that the strong vote in
Yan Yean and in North Warrandyte
indicates that the community be-
lieves that. And I think that they trust
us when we make promises. Steve

MP | was 28 years old and had a great
deal still to learn about life and com-
munity issues,” he said. “Fortunately
for all concerned | have always had an
open mind and a willingness to under-
stand where the other person’s point
of view is coming from.

“Over the past 14 years my elector-
ate has educated me to become their
advocate on the issues that affect
them. Whether it be the defence of the
Green Wedge, the no-go zone on dual
occupancy and unit development, the
Eastern Freeway ramp proposal for
Park Road or walking the dogs in
Warrandyte State Park, each issue has
to be thoroughly understood, debated
and a community consensus reached
where possible.

“What all politicians need to under-
stand is that the local issues that af-
fect their communities the most often
have no connection with party politics.
The fact that | am a Liberal politician
is very much incidental to my commu-
nity work and involvement.”

Mr Honeywood believes that nowa-
days, more than ever, voters want to
know what their MP is doing to fix the
local concerns that affect their day-to-
day lives. “The strutting of egos that
goes on in state parliament is a world
away from what affects their local com-
munity,” he said.

“The Labor Party took the Warran-
dyte electorate for granted. They only
discovered a candidate three weeks
before the election was called.”

ALP candidate Jarrod Panther con-
gratulated Phil Honeywood on his re-
election as MP for Warrandyte.

“I'd also like to congratulate Steve
Bracks and his government on their
victory,” Mr Panther told the Diary.
“The swing of around eight percent will
help ensure Victoria continues to be-
come a fairer and better state for all,
regardless of postcode.

“For my campaign team, the swing of
around seven percent was a fantastic
result. As the margin in Warrandyte
has now been halved, I'm sure all par-
ties will continue working hard within
the electorate to increase their vote at
the next state election.”

Mr Panther believes this could be “a
terrific outcome for the people of
Warrandyte”.

Reflecting the depth of the Labor
landslide, representation for Warran-
dyte in the Legislative Council changed
at this election, with the Liberal mem-
ber for Silvan losing preferentially to
ALP candidate Carolyn Hirsch.

raced

Bracks says we'll deliver what we
promise and we'll only promise what
we can deliver.”

Ms Green said she thought the com-
munity had particularly appreciated
the state government'’s handling of is-
sues such as health and education.
She pointed to the rebuilding of the
Austin and Repatriation Hospital,
which she described as the “biggest
public hospital project ever under-
taken in Australia’s history. And that
services the North Warrandyte area”.

Shortly before the election the
Bracks government released Mel-
bourne 2030, a planning strategy
which includes legislative protection
for the city’s Green Wedges.

“Although the Liberal Party prom-
ised bipartisan support, passage of
the legislation through the Upper
House was delayed.” Both major par-
ties accusing each other of “stalling”.

But Ms Green said the decisive elec-
tion result meant the ALP would no
longer have to rely on the Liberal
Party to [l)ass new legislation.

“We will certainly be proceeding
with the Melbourne 2030 legislation,

State electlonll_] each way

abor north of the river

and it will go through unencumbered
because Labor has control of the Up-
per House,” she said. “So I think that’s
great for the Green Wedge, and I'm
just really proud to be part of the lob-
bying that resulted in this.”

She also said she was relieved the
ALP had the majority of seats in the
Upper House because she had little
confidence in the Liberal Party’s pub-
lic declaration of support for Mel-
bourne 2030.

“I didn't trust the Liberals rhetoric
on that,” she said.

“I think that if they had got in they
would have tampered with the full
legislation when it was put through
in the next session.”

Some local residents are concerned
that current “pro-development”
Nillumbik council will not uphold the
new Melbourne 2030 strategy. For in-
stance in Wattle Glen the council has
directly challenged it by inviting a
landowner to subdivide a 15 hectare
property, despite the land being in
the Green Wedge.

But Ms Green, who has 60 percent
of Nillumbik within her electorate,

said she was sure the “environmen-
tally sensitive” property could be
saved from development.

“The proposed Wattle Glen subdi-
vision is inconsistent with Melbourne
2030,” she said. She added, I don't
think that it's in the interests of
Nillumbik shire council to get into a
fight with the Victorian government,
especially when it has been elected
with such a mandate”.

Ms Green said that the Bracks gov-
ernment had also promised electoral
reform of the Upper House, which
would mean that minor parties had a
chance to win seats. Under the cur-
rent situation the Greens have no
voice in parliament, despite gaining
9.65 percent of the vote across the
state.

“Because of that commitment to re-
form in the Upper House I'm sure that
there will some Greens representa-
tives in the Upper House and I wel-
come that,” said Ms Green. “l think
it's healthy to have all parties repre-
sented. And the conservatives would
never have supported that.”

The last time North Warrandyte had

a state Labor member was in 1992.
Max McDonald held what was then
called the seat of Whittlesea from
1985 until 1992.

Before the 1992 state election there
was a boundary realignment and
North Warrandyte became part of the
newly created state seat of Eltham.
Wayne Phillips, from the Liberal
Party, won the seat and held it for 10
years.

Mr Phillips was also a victim of the
swing to Labor at last month’s state
election and he was defeated by the
ALP candidate, Steve Herbert. Mr
Herbert obtained 44.67 percent of the
primary vote, with Mr Phillips on
42.03 percent, and Merinda Gray
from the Greens winning 13.3 per-
cent.

After yet another boundary realign-
ment North Warrandyte is now part
of the state seat of Yan Yean.

North Warrandyte is situated in the
Upper House seat of Central High-
lands. This seat retained its ALP rep-
resentation with Robert Mitchell de-
feating Cath Marriot, the Liberal can-
didate.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

WARRANDYTE

'HONEYWOOD, Phil Liberal 18672

PANTHER Jarrod  ALP 12478
Greens 3556

.PETHERIDGE Tim  Hope Party 909

Status: LIBERAL

93.39% counted as at 6pm, Friday, December 6

YAN YEAN
52.43%  GREEN, Danielle ALP
35.04% GUY, Matthew Liberal
19.98% VAUGHAN, Patrick  Greens
2.55% STEER, Simon CAC

Status: ALP

94.93% counted as at 6pm, Friday, December 6

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

SILVAN PROVINCE

15952  49.58% SMITH, Wendy
12363  38.42% HIRSH, Carolyn
3484  10.83% ABSON, Michael
377 1.17% CARDEN, Tony

TISCHLER, Leo

56.12% counted as at 6pm, Friday, December 6
Projected status: ALP

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS
Liberal 36622 45.11% MITCHELL, Robert ALP 48267 44.94%
ALP 33218 40.91% MARRIOT, Cath Liberal 38762 36.09%
Greens 9154 11.27% MCKENZIE, Janet  Greens 9883 9.2%
Democrat 1347 1.66% PARISOTTO, Rozi  National 8977 8.36%
‘Hope Party 850  1.05% VANDERSMAN, Jos Democrat 1510  141%

78.1% counted as at 6pm, Friday. December 6
Status: ALP
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Congratulations Yarra Warra Preschool
What a fantastic day. Everyone was happy and the market progressed like
clockwork and was very financial for the kinder. On the day there were
some great helpers, thank you. Special thanks go to Alison Earle who
organised the whole event almost by herself, with many companies getting
involved. I believe there were many extremely late nights over the past 5
weeks. Thank you again Alison, I was proud of you and to be part of the

market.
@bbotfford Leather co.

Ph: 9419 4522
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! PLUMBER AND GASFITTER

| CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS
| Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777

"
I
|

!

Care about your
WATER PUMP

Watunalty! SALES/SERVICE

Household Water Pressure
Why not think about Garden Watering
joining your local A
environment group? Tank Filling
FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE Fire Fighting
STATE PARK FOR ADVICE IN SELECTING YOUR PUMP OR ASSISTANCE WITH SERVICE

Joan MacMahon 9844 3213 Contact Geoff Day 9844 2423

or Mike C 9903 956
or Mike Coupar 9903 956 135 Research Road, Nth Warrandyte

FIND US IN
CYBERSPACE

Diary website:
www.vicnet.net.au/
~warrandy/

GEOFF FELTHAM
L INIG

Specialising in ceramics, terracotta, slate, floors and wall

MOBILE: 0417 548 152

Email:
thediary@vicnet.net.au

CHRISTMAS
MENU

é 2 arveval
A glass of Sangria

—~

C sl Fee

Oysters Natural

or
Oysters Boleros 3
prosiutto with a bechemel sauce
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key Pipitoria

ed in a pinenut Jus
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WARRANDYTE FESTVAL 2008,

By JENNIFER WILLIS

The Warrandyte Festival Committee organisers
say the enthusiasm for next year's Warrandyte
Festival is high.

“We've got a lot of new people, a lot of young
people and people with young families who have
heaps of enthusiasm and some great ideas,” fes-
tival committee chairman, John Boyle, told the
Diary.

Mr Boyle said that it is the diversity of the festi-
val’s appeal that makes it unique. “There’s really
something for everyone, from the little kinder
kids up to the elderly citizens,” he said. “Every-
one has something they get excited about. Every
year we have a new batch of kids and parents
who have the excitement of dressing up on the
Saturday morning for their first parade.”

To be held on the weekend of March 22 and 23,
next year's festival theme will be “Hats off to
Warrandyte.”

Last month the Diary revealed that well-known
local couple John and Margaret James, formerly
of Potter’s Cottage, will be crowned the festival’s
King and Queen for 2003.

Next year’s festival will be made up of all the
favourite attractions including the famous billy
cart race, the Saturday morning parade and the
teenager-aimed concert. Mr Boyle said, however,
that the festival committee is far from stuck in
routine. He said the committee is looking into the
possibility of a champagne and croissant break-
fast on the Sunday morning. Mr Boyle said the
committee would welcome any ideas for new at-
tractions as long as they weren't “blatantly com-
mercial”.

In a positive sign of community support for
Warrandyte's biggest annual event, last month’s

Festival Frolics fundraiser was a triumph accord-
ing to organisers. Fundraiser organiser Judy Fin-
ger said she was delighted with the night. “It was
an outstanding success, everyone had a great
time and we managed to raise over $6500.”

The night of home-grown Warrandyte entertain-
ment was organised to cover the gap between
council funding and rising festival insurance
costs.

Ms Finger said the money raised was well above
her expectations and allowed the festival com-
mittee to cover its insurance costs as well as leav-
ing a bit left over. “It’s great,” she said, “we raised
much more than we had anticipated, which
leaves us with a bit of money to play with.”

Ms Finger told the Diary that she hoped the
excess money would be used to fund more street
theatre and activities for kids throughout the fes-
tival weekend. “I think you can definitely expect
to see more roving entertainers and off-stage
performers at next year's festival,” she said.

The generosity of the community was the key
to fundraiser’s success. Ms Finger said local trad-
ers and the Warrandyte Business Association
were very supportive, providing prizes and spon-
sorship. All of the night's performers donated
their time and artists including Jock MacNeish's
donated works, which were auctioned off very
profitably.

“Everything for the night was donated: from the
entertainers, the hall and the prizes right down
to the photocopying and tea and coffee,” Ms Fin-
ger said.

® Anyone who has suggestions or would like
to help the festival committee can call John Boyle
on 98443120 or on 9894 2233 during business
hours.

Pros

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
MENU TWO

A

A glass of Sangria

(@
« nlree

Bruchetta Catalan

tto and t«

Spanish bread coa

" Book now

for
Christmas Day
Lunch

Open for Lunch & Dinner
(Closed Tuesday)

SUNDAY BREAKFAST 10.30AM-2PM
FULLY LICENSED (BYO WINE ONLY)

Shop 1-2, 188 Yarra St, Warrandyte

Bookings essential: 9844 2271

AMerere
ish Natural

f

Crayfish a la Grillé
rayfish oven-baked and glazed wit

t

_(/'(:).l('/,/

,2aramel
Coffee or Tea

$85 per head

1 bottle wine/table
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By CLIFF GREEN

The threat and danger from
bushfire has never been more
acute in recent years.

Jelf Adair, CFA community
safety manger, Yarra Region,
believes that “six years of be-
low average rain have caused
forest conditions and dryness
to be extreme at a very early
stage in the season. This has in-
creased the overall risk to a sig-
nificant level.”

Residents in bushfire-prone
areas of Manningham and
Nillumbik face the risk of fire
every year. “However, seasonal
conditions have created higher
than normal levels of risk,” Mr
Adair said. “As a result, we can
expect fire behaviour to be er-
ratic and fast-moving and un-
less climatic conditions change
it is highly likely we will experi-
ence fire this year."

Risk is determined by factors
including fuel level, topogra-
phy, aspect, temperature, wind
and humidity. “These factors
are, in the event of fire, exacer-
bated by the level of prepared-
ness and planning,” Mr Adair
said. “Risk also varies accord-
ing to the level of acceptance or
tolerance of these factors.”

CFA believes some areas to be
more dangerous and with the
potential to cause more damage
and threaten lives.

“Parts of North Warrandyte
and pockets within Warrandyte
south of the river are just such
areas of potential danger,” Mr
Adair said.

Other factors which increase
the potential danger include
narrow and heavily vegetated
roads, unreliable water supply

Fire danger acute

i

Only constant vigilance will protect Warrandyte from

P

manipulated picture by Stephen Reynolds).

and limited access and exit
choices.

“These problems exist
throughout North Warrandyte
and in many parts of Warran-
dyte south of the river,” Mr
Adair said. “They are also
present in sections of South
Warrandyte and Wonga Park.

“Residents living in these gen-

eral areas will significantly in-
crease their level of safety if
they have made a clear decision
on what they will do—stay or
leave—and have well docu-
mented and understood plans
for action. Benefits arising from
this planning process will
greatly assist in avoiding last
minute changes and panic-

devastating w

ildfire. (Digitally

driven decisions.”

CFA urges residents to talk to
family, friends and neighbours
about fire safety. “Talk about
developing plans, ways to work
together, projects for assisting
safety. This could include re-
moval of fine fuels, provision of
emergency water supplies and
other local issues.”

During a fire emergency, protect your home by:

® shutting all windows and doors to prevent smoke and
flames entering;

® moving furniture away from windows—furniture is often
made of easily inflammable material;

® filling the bath and buckets with water to provide both
drinking water and a water supply in the house for putting
out any small fires;

® soaking towels and woollen blankets with water to cover
your face to protect against smoke inhalation;

® placing wet blankets/towels around windows and doors

inside the house to stop smoke and embers entering;

® hosing down the side of the house and garden facing the
fire to help cool down the house and perhaps prevent it burn-
ing—only attempt to do this if it safe to be outside!

Part of your preparation must include a separate set of cloth-
ing for each member of the family to wear during the time of
emergency. However hot and uncomfortable the day is, eve-
ryone needs to wear long cotton trousers, wool or cotton socks,
a long-sleeved woollen (or cotton) jumper, sturdy shoes or
boots, gloves, goggles, a wide-brimmed hat or hard helmet
and a wet scarf or handkerchief covering nose and mouth to
protect against smoke inhalation.

T

Fire restrictions
now in force

The fire danger period was declared,
both sides of the river, on December
2. This means that no fires are to be
lit in the open air during this period.
Any fires or signs of smoke should be
phoned immediately to 000.

Residents seeking further informa-
tion on local conditions and how to
formulate fire safety plans can attend
a free sessions on fire safety and
planning. These will be held at
Warrandyte Fire Station, Harris
Gully Road on Saturday, December
14 at 3pm and Wednesday, December
18 at 7pm.

“Each session will cover what resi-
dents can do to prepare for the fire
season,” Kate Murphy, Warrandyte
CFA brigade support officer told the
Diary.

Warrandyte Fire Brigade recently took delivery of the latest fire-fighting unit, a
pumper-tanker that incorporates all the latest equipment for high volume and
high velocity water application. The ecumenical churches gathered to bless this
new unit, along with the rest of the local brigade's fleet, as well as our volunteer
firefighters. Pictured are the Rev Garry Gason of the Anglican Church and the
Rev Ros McDonald of the Uniting Church, blessing the new unit. (Picture by

Stephen Reynolds)

“The Wednesday session will also
feature a talk from local police, stat-
ing what they will do in the event of
a bushfire in the area. This will in-
clude information about traffic di-
version points.”

For futher information call Kate
Murphy on 9844 3375.

é% IKON Institute of Victoria

DIPLOMA COURSES 2003-04

Transpersonal Art Therapy
Transpersonal Counselling

2 YEAR PART TIME ACCREDITED COURSES

CONT

FURTHER INFORMATION C

IKON Institute B

15 Chatham S

Phone: 9510 4264 * Email: mart
Website: www.ikonin |
-
OLDF.!LDQ Lindsay Hodgson
FINANCIAL et o ;
MANA_EEMINT \
FINANCIAL ADVISERS (AUST) PTY LTD
ABN 3
P O Box 4! Licensed Dealer

Warrandyte Vic 3113

Level 1/158-160 Yarra St
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Email: lhodgson @bongiorno.com.au

Phone: (03) 9844 0300

Fax (03) 9844 0311

“PUT YOUR PAWS UP AND BE PAMPERED".

#® Short visits

y No cages

y Dogaccinos

' Extended hours

' Certified dog groomer
@ Veterinary nurse

Free 5-poin Health Report & Dog Treat
CALL FIONA on 9844 0435

/u:o/‘e:au'o«a(
PET GROOMING

Warrandyte
Veterinary Clinic

Mon-Fri: 9.30-1lam & 4pm-6.30pm

Saturday: 9.30am-12 noon

WE CARRY A FULL
PET PRODUCT RANGE

Catering for all small animals,
exotics and wildlife.

Dr Derek J. Fairley B.v sc)
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment—Phone 9844 3071

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY
NEW YEAR

Dental Surgery will be closed
from 24th Dec until 2nd Jan 2003

— Drs Ranee & Shirani Thevarajan
Dental Surgeons

WARRANDYTE
DENTAL SURGERY

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 3113
Tel: 9844 0761

TO AVOID A BUSHFIRE WE’RE IGNITING THE COMMUNITY

The Place To Be

Head down to your local Bushfire Blitz Meeting and start preparing yourself and
your neighbours for bushfire season. To help implement your bushfire plan

you'll receive a free Planning Kit to take home. Call 1800 240 667 to find out
when and where a meeting will be held in your area, or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

]
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m all our families”

] ﬁihjb‘ ™ & -
AUCTION SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER at Ipm AUCTION SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER at 3pm FOR SALE BY TENDER

$240K + $270K + $410K +

4 bedroom 4 bedroom 4 bedrom, Half acre

Vicki Russell Jenny
0427 310 512 0413 947 676 0416 030 409

CALL US ANY TIME

A GOOD MOVE
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@ o Vicki gardmer and associates
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They
met to
debate
reen
Wedge

By FIA CLENDINNEN

The Green Wedge took centre
stage at a pre-election meeting
at Kangaroo Ground Hall last
month, when planning minister
Mary Delahunty launched Mel-
bourne 2030, “a 30 year blue-
print to curb Melbourne’s ur-
ban sprawl and ensure sustain-
able growth”.

A key aspect of the new plan-
ning strategy is that for the first
time Melbourne's Green
Wedges will be protected by leg-
islation from inappropriate de-
velopment, something conser-
vationists on both sides of the
Yarra have been lobbying in fa-
vour of for decades.

Melbourne 2030 has been the
result of 18 months wide-rang-

Planning minister Mary Delahunty. (Pictures by

ing consultation, and has the
support of groups as diverse as
Save Our Suburbs and the
Housing Industry Association.

Danielle Green, our new MP north of the river.

But the Green Wedge, and
whether it should be preserved
or subdivided out of existence,
has always been an intensely
emotive issue and Ms
Delahunty acknowledged that
the community had not univer-
sally welcomed Melbourne
2030.

“It doesn't mean that every-
one gets what they wants,” she
said. “But we believe it is in the
interests of the majority of Vic-
torians.”

About 100 people attended
the launch, and while most of
the crowd appeared to enthu-
siastically support the new
strategy there were also those
in the audience who were
openly critical.

One man said that the Green
Wedge was a false concept that
had “not officially existed” un-
til the appearance of the Mel-
bourne 2030 strategy. Other
people spoke in support of the
new Nillumbik council, despite
the fact that it has been widely
described as pro-development.

“This council was democrati-
cally voted in to make
decisions,"one resident
pointed out. “The Nillumbik
community were frustrated and

Sandy Burgoyne)

voted out the previous council
who were anti-development.
(With the new strategy) you'll
be taking decision making away
from the council.”

But Ms Delahunty dismissed
this claim. She said “there’s no
doubt” local decision making
power had been returned to
councils. She also said the state
government would prefer com-
munities made their own deci-
sions about issues that directly
affected them.

Ms Delahunty said the govern-
ment was looking for bipartisan
support for Melbourne 2030
from the Liberal Party, as well
as the National Party and the
Greens. She said the Liberal
Party had spoken in favour of
the strategy, which was encour-
aging, but when the time came
to vote in parliament had
stalled actually making a deci-
sion. “The Liberal Party is very
reluctant to commit them-
selves,” she said. “Actions
speak louder than words.”

As far as the Diary could as-
certain Ms Delahunty’s launch
was attended by only one of the
nine current Nillumbik council-
lors, Greg Johnson from
Wingrove Ward.

plentiful.

Want to learn where our storm water goes?
Manningham council is inviting residents
to a community information evening to dis-
cover how Melbourne Water manages our
storm water so that it remains clean and

The evening will be held at the Heide
Room, Manningham council offices,
Doncaster Road, Doncaster between 7.30
and 9pm on Thursday, December 12.

“Residents can learn how our storm wa-
ter and sewerage systems are designed as
separate systems operating independently
of each other,” a council spokesperson

Water information night

said, “and find out how you can help.”
The community information evening will

include:

® Household tips on saving water

@ The latest in water efficient products

® Water recycling (grey water use)

® Rainwater tanks

@ Safe disposal of household waste

® The role consumers play in water
sustainability

® Product displays

Light refreshments will be previded.

To reserve your seat, please contact Kay
Toussaint on 9840 9348.

“I've given up drinking water,
Ock. That'll help!”

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION

SALES AND SERVICE

Servicing the area for 36 years

Service to all makes of
Television, Video Cassettes,
Stereo Systems, Microwaves,
Antenna Systems Installed.

TV RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

Then why not convert to a
digital set topbox—now available.

Ph: 9844 3970
Mob: 0408 175 274

27 Mitchell Avenue
Warrandyte 3113

THE WARRANDYTE SOUTH

GENERAL STORE

486 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD ROAD
WARRANDYTE SOUTH. PHONE 9844 3361

Full range of: :
* HORSE & STOCK FEED
 POULTRY, BIRD and
PET SUPPLIES
* PEA STRAW
» STRAW BALE <
«_HIRE for
functions — /4

GENERAL
STORE

Free delivery local area

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER WANTED
2-3 days per week, 9.30am-3pm

Computerised office requires person for bookkeeping
design & general office duties. To work in
business. Preference would be giventoas

For further informatic

ﬂﬂ'n‘ contact Kerry Humpris
gU‘O\*" g ! 4 Scrappin’ 4 Shops

Mobile: 0413 304 990
E”HCQS
\

Fax 9844 4446
Email: scrappin@scrappindshops.com.au

Phone: 9844 0405
CARING FOR WARRANDYTE PETS FOR 30 YEARS
We would like to wish all our customers

a Happy Christmas and thank them for
their patronage during the year.

grooming. service
for all breeds of

~ e
aogs

ol o

Call Linda on 9844 8

135 Harris Gully Rd Warrandyte 3113

November 2002

business papers.

—

S e

NILLUMBIK

THE GREEN WROGE Snide

Key Decisions
Nillumbik Shire Council

These are some of the decisions made by
Council on Wednesday, 20 November 2002.
If you would like any extra information visit
our website www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au for full

The next Council meeting is on 18 December
2002 at 7.30pm at the Shire Offices, Civic
Drive, Greensborough. All welcome, or listen
to the broadcast on Plenty Valley FM 88.6.

Customer Service 9433 3111

-
) v

&

Community, Health, Culture, Sport & Leisure

Approved the Draft Best Value Policy and Plan —
Services for Children and Services for Older Residents

V Endorsed and accepted eight

community

representantives to serve on Council's Sport and
Recreation Advisory Committee (SARAC).

V Prescribed public places within the Shire as Alcohol
Free Zones during nominated periods of the day.

Land Use, Planning & Environment
- V Advise residents to present individual submissions in
relation to Melbourne 2030 to the Department of

Infrastructure by 14 February 2003, and invite them
to forward a copy of their submission to Council.

4

Resolved a Residency Code be put in place on Council

land at 372-382 Ryans Road, Diamond Creek already
approved for a 22-lot subdivision. The intent is to place
restrictions on the future development and use of the
land for residential purposes.

v

Approved Amendment C18 to rezone land acquired

by the Kangaroo Ground Cemetery to Public Use —
Schedule 5, Cemetery/Crematorium.

ag Transport and Infrastructure

v
v

4

Declared the Osborne Road and Corrong Court
Special Charge Schemes.

Endorsed the application of appropriate road and
drainage construction standards for unconstructed
urban roads for Special Charge Schemes.

Endorsed investigation into a Special Charge
Scheme for footpath construction in Ely Street and
Withers Way based on Council contributing 25%,
abutting property owners 50% and Eltham High
School 25% of the cost. Endorsed sending
questionnaire to establish support.

Economic Development

v

Classified four properties as Farm Land for the
2002-2003 rating year.

28 Governance
@J ‘/ Adopted 2001-2002 Annual Report.
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Osteopathy

Postural Problems
Back & Neck Pain
Joint Pain ¢ Sports Injuries
RSI *» Headaches & Migraine
Sciatica
Back Pain During and After Pregnancy

Dr Sharni Leon

¥ i Warrandyte Natural Therag
' Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne
2l Warrandyte 3113
: 9844 2465
Dr Richard Pearce
‘ Eastdand Natwural Health

9870 4924

Warrandyte
Community
Market

Under the gum trees, beside the Yarra

on Stiggants Reserve, Yarra Street,
Warrandyte. First Saturday of each month
— except January, 9am-1pm.

o

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

Z/azz‘anof fe
G/ rsimas Garo[s
Oelebration

SATURDAY 14th DECEMBER at 8.15pm

Stiggants Reserve,Warrandyte

SPECIAL FEATURES:

James Holland Group

Victorian Jazz Club Workshop Groups
— Jazz Roulette & Jazz Retro

Local children, local and guest artists
and plenty of fun for everyone

Food, drinks,
candles and
novelties on sale

Organised by the Warrandyte
& Park Orchards Inter-Church Council. X
Enquiries (03) 9844 4148.

Residents are being warned to
watch out for kangaroos on the
roads this summer.

The dry winter and lack of
green grass throughout Victoria
is forcing wildlife, including
large numbers of kangaroos, to
seek food and water in resi-
dential areas.

Manningham council
has warned motorists
| to be vigilant, as the
reports of wildlife
deaths have in-
| creased across
local laws
officer, Mr
Malcolm \
Scheele, ’
said the prob- h
lem is worse g

than nor- y
mal, due
to the dry
winter
and lack
of grass in
usual graz-
ing spots.

“Many residents have
lush green lawns and this is at-
tracting some kangaroos into
residential areas.

“Council is advising drivers to
be very careful, especially
around dusk and dawn when
kangaroos are most active.
There are many kangaroos be-
ing killed on the road at the
moment, as they can become
confused and disorientated
when people or vehicles scare
them.”

Mr Scheele said if a kangaroo
is hit by a vehicle and is injured
on the side of the road, motor-
ists should contact council to

| the munici-
| pality this
year and

particularly

in recent

weeks.
Council’s

Watch out for
hungry ’roos

attend the scene.

“If the animal is uninjured it
should be left alone. Usually,
once the animal has regained its
bearings it will be able to find
its way back to its natural habi-
tat.”

A

“Attempting to catch or cor-
ner a kangaroo can be very dan-
gerous. This stresses the ani-
mal and should only be at-
tempted by professionals,” he
said.

Council advises that if any ani-
mals are killed on Manningham
roads, they should be moved to
the side of the road, checked if
they have young and then coun-
cil should be contacted on 9840
9333.

Alternatively residents can
contact Help for Wildlife who
operate a 24-hour hotline for
orphaned or injured animals by
phoning 0417 380 687.

Reliving old
war stories

Quer the years, Grade 6 at Warrandyte Primary School
have developed a special relationship with the Rats of
Tobruk, veterans of a famous World War 2 desert cam-
paign. They have visited Tobruk House, listened to the
“Rats”, looked at memorabilia and photos. Pictured
above are this year's student visitors and two of their

“Rat” friends.

A calendar to keep

Each year, Manningham
council produces a commu-
nity calendar, which is deliv-
ered to all households in the
municipality.

Of recent years the
Manningham calendar has
become a local collector’s
item and is often sent to
friends and relatives inter-
state and overseas.

The theme of the 2003 cal-
endar is “Celebrating Our
Lifestyle”, chosen to high-
light the diversity of our com-
munity and the abundance of

environmental, physical, so-
cial and recreational oppor-
tunities available to local
residents.

Mayor Cr Geoff Gough said
he is happy to report that the
calendar has been printed
and residents should have al-
ready received their calen-
dars in their mailboxes.

Any household or local
business that has not already
received their 2003
M am Community Cal-
endar should contact council
on 9840 9333.

GREEN OVER GOLD

A beautifully presented collection
of 48 of Pat Coupar’s delightful nature stories,
first published in the Warrandyte Diary

AVAILABLE NOW FROM

WARRAKDYTE POST OFFICE, AUSTRALIANA ASPECT,
FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE STATE PARK MARKET STALL,
WARRANDYTE NEWSAGENCY,
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM,

THE OLD BAKERY BOOKSHOP
RIVERFRONT DELI

Enquiries: 0438 984 129 or 9844 1650

Bring birds to
your garden

BRADLEYS BUSHSCAPE
9844 1441

DOMINIC BARRO
IRENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS|

HIA 522019
Registered Building Practitioner D.B. 04170

HIA Accredited Renovator Member
HIA Tradesline Member
HIA NKBA Member
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc.

PROMPT SERVICE
FREE DESIGN/QUOTATION

9850 3592 « 0412 331 464
Experience Counts for Everything

PURITY NATURAL
BEAUTY THERAPIES

5 Taroona Ave, Warrandyte

Treatments include:
¢ Relaxation Massage ® Facials

AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT
Tues, Fri and Sat — Phone
9844 4881 or 0416 023 642

Tons of Warrandyte Character

...in this spacious home of brick and timber ideally sited on around 1.75
acres on three titles opposite Stony Creek. Generous living areas, 4
double bedrooms, wide verandahs, double car accommodation and 2
workshops.

Suit buyers in the early $500s

163 YARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113

GLENN MARTIN
9844 3535

9844 1511

JOHN SPENCER
9844 2593
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Warrandyte's olds hit the
deck with a 40th annual
birthday concert at their
clubrooms in Taroona Avenue
last month. They set off on

a world cruise with items
celebrating each port of call.
JAN TINDALE went aboard
and took these pictures.

for

WARRANDYTE
THEATRE COMPANY

AUDITIONS
FOLLIES 2003

Join in the fun, don't be shy. Casting for actors,
singers, dancers and backstage.

AT MECHANICS INSTITUTE HALL
Tuesday, Jan 28 at 8pm or Sunday, Feb 2 at 2pm

nquiries: Adrian Rice, 9844 1528 or Gail Macrae 9844 3475

WARRANDYTE
BEAUTY CENTRE

Specialised Skin care
Intensive Facials & Facial peels
Botox & Collagen Therapy
Electrolysis & Waxing
Body Treatments & Massage
Gift Vouchers

FESTIVAL

Hours: Tues to Saturday, Thursday till 9pm
Tel: 9844 3477

102 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113

Gy . COSSENTI Y
i ‘h 'l\

SSENTIALLY

BY EMMA %IR<

EMMA, JO, JACKI, JANIE, ]
LEA, PAT, SARAH & NIKKI @
Wish all their elients =
a Merry Christmas and
a %appy Waa Year

HOURS:

Mon-Fri: 9am-5.30pm
Tue & Thur: until 9pm
Saturday:8am-2pm

p

104 YARRA ST
WARRANDYTE

| Next to Video Store

T 9844 0898

NILLUMSBI K

THE GREEN WEORE Kieind

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION - STAGE 1

Nillumbik Shire Council is seeking community comment
as the initial stage in the preparation of an Economic
Development Strategy. This proposed strategy will provide
the framework for Council in growing local employment,
and ensuring the sustainability of our local businesses and
townships. A Discussion Paper has been prepared to
provide some background information, and to invite
community comment about key issues such as the policy
aims that Council should set, the roles that Council should
undertake, and the opportunities for Nillumbik as a
business location.

The Discussion Paper and a Response Form are available
on Council’'s website (www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au) or by
telephoning 9433 3129, and comments are invited until 19
December 2002. The Response Form will also be circulated
in Council’s Report to the Community in late November.
For more information, please call Mr Andrew Port in
Council’s Economic Development & Major Projects section
on 9433 3129.

Catherine Dale
Chief Executive Officer

s Ty ’7“‘&: e
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NOW OPE

* New range of giftware
* All window furnishings available

WARRANDYTE
158-160 Yarra Street

9844 0960

FIND US IN CYBERSPACE

Diary website: www.vicnet.net.au/~warrandy/
Email: thediary@vicnet.net.au

L

Ballroom, Latin and Swing.

bradley curtis| ®

A Domestic

A Commercial

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

e e e e e ed
CE SR rr e, R NPT TSP EE e e

DIVERSION

Always wanted to
learn to dance?

Join us for our fun and easy
group lessons. Come and leam

NOWIN 3
LOCATIONS:

MONDAYS
Warrandyte South
Community Hall, Hall
Road, Sth Warrandyte
THURSDAYS
9th Box Hill Scout Hall
Crnr Riversdale Road
& Station Street
Box Hill South
WED & FRIDAYS
Mitcham RSL
26 McDowall Street

| Mitcham

INQUIRIES: CALL TREVOR ON 0418 587 496

I
Wmner of :
Top Upholstery "
Award i

:

i

Francis J Briffa
11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte

4
0
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Large range of Natives » Citrus: all varieties | |
Seedlings from $2.50 punnet \

GARDEN CONSULTATION SERVICE AVAILABLE

1 MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE
“FORALL YOURBUILDING & GARDENING SUPPLIES

NURSERY: 9844 2586
~—wewores | THE SOIL SHOP:
o W 5| 9844 3329 - 9844 1568
Sl PICK UP & DELIVERY
s 7 DAYS A WEEK

% 1\ %

HEALTHY GREAT LOOKING TEETH
NEED SPECIAL REGULAR CARE
offer a highly professional service and
are open evenings for your convenience.

We

Dr TIM SYNNOT
616 Park Road, Park Orchards

For appointments telephone:

9876 4358

You'll be smiles ahead with an ADA dentist

<y

WARRANDYTE
xx GLASS *x

now incorporating

WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICE

All types of

glass, glazing,

mirrors, shower
screens

cleaning & repairs

Terry Ryan

9879 0373 or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Gain

confidence in

your health

« understand your
health issues

« individual treatment

= complete health
assessments

Pauline Twite
9437 0558

T=->VOVC—->=

WARRANDYTE
WELDING

All materials welded.
Your place or mine.
No job too small
RING

NEIL CARTER
. AR

e

-
| LOCAL

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK
PAVING
Etc.

Phone:

Bud Stringer
9844 2448 or
Alex Stringer
9876 6007
Mob 0414 761 754

The
Wedding Hat
Bridal Millinery
Veils — Tiaras — Hats
Mother of bride - groom
Race Wear

made to order
samples in stock
SHOWROOM
52 The Boulevard
Warrandyte

Lorraine Robertson

9844 1150
— -

I TIMBER STAINING |
I MUDBRICK & CEMENT I

* Rendering

* Repairs

* Colour Matching
* Waterproofing

Ring MICHAEL
on 9712 0436

e

ull focus: Zoom in on

o lifestyle refugees

ACH morning, on my

way to work, | pass a

building site for a new

luxury apartment
block. Or it would be a building
site were it not for the designer
hoardings that screen the
passer-by from anything as vul-
gar as the messy reality of
building.

In the olden days, pre-eco-
nomic rationalism and rampant
commercialism, building sites
were unpretentious. They were
open to the view of everyone
and they were unashamedly
work sites.

Their purpose was to produce
houses made out of bricks, con-
crete, wood and plaster. As
such the sites were appropri-
ately muddy, populated by men
in Yakka overalls, fags hanging
out of their mouths with their
retriever or indeterminate mon-
grel dog chained and barking on
the back of a dirty ute. Once let
loose, these mutts prowled the
site, menacing each other be-
tween the kicks and curses of
their owners.

Nowadays, the site and build-
ing has changed. Now the
workplaces, whilst buildings
are being erected, are repre-
sentative of the image the de-
velopers are selling. And | use
the term “image” advisedly be-
cause it is the ambience and not
the structure that is being
flogged.

A quick look at the site | pass
daily will explain what | mean.

The site, pre-gentrification,
was a garden supply business
and had all the required con-
crete bays and piles of stones,
sand and soil, all surrounded by
cyclone fencing. The impres-

KIBBLED

“...hoping to
attract middle-
years beautiful
people who
have nothing
more to do

in life...”

sion was unassuming, a hard,
sweaty workplace. The garden
business relocated and the land
was sold and stood vacant for
some months until the perim-
eter metal framing was erected
and then the solid, four-metre
high fence was attached to it.
The first stage in the transmog-
rification of the site took place.
And on that, the marketing im-
age of the place.

And it was not me they were
hoping to entice.

It would seem that the buyers
they are hoping to attract are
slightly out-of-focus, middle-
years, beautiful people who
have nothing more to do in life
than walk besides municipal

lakes and shop.

Apparently, such gods and
goddesses won’t bother about
room layout, or anything as vul-
gar as storage space. They will
be far too busy being “contem-
porary”, which means having
no children and being totally
preoccupied with the latest
decorating and “lifestyle
trends”.

They will spend their eve-
nings perusing the city skyline
through grey tinted floor-to-
ceiling plate glass windows.
They will do this in the hope
that, one day, they will upgrade
to the middle of that same city,
whence they will look back at
their old suburban apartment
through floor-to-ceiling, tinted,
plate glass windows.

How annoying that marketers
know how easily we're sucked
into this silliness. And I use
“we” deliberately.

Years ago, when Herself and |
were looking to buy our “dream
home”, we too were drawn into
the web of “it looks good, there-
fore it must be good”.

We had both been raised in
houses that had boring features
like wardrobes, cupboards and
outside sheds for all the normal
detritus of domestic living.
Naturally, when we left home
we decided that we were above
normal, so we lusted after a dif-
ferent style. And we weren't the
only ones.

Recently graduated architects
who had left boring, suburban
homes with wardrobes, cup-
boards and outside sheds, were
experimenting with clean-line
boxes with lots of windows, no
useful walls and no cupboards
to spoil the line created by the

simple spaces.

This experimentation ex-
tended to the plumbing, with
hidden, concealed guttering
that looked good but led to in-
ternal versions of Niagra Falls
whenever the gutters blocked.
Minimalism meant that there
was only one external tap, usu-
ally positioned out of view and
out of convenience.

And yet we thought they were
wonderful until we built one
and found that our much loved,
older furniture didn’t fit. There
was nowhere to store useless
items like suitcases, boxes of
stuff or ironing equipment. And,
as we were only allowed a car-
port, there was nowhere to
store the lawnmower, kids’ toys
or gardening equipment. So,
hurriedly, we erected a tin shed,
the first blow to the hitherto
clean lines. Thereafter followed
years of adaptation until we had
a house as boringly useful as
those we had dismissed in our
eagerness to appear “modern”.

Domestic housing has
changed a lot since then and
not always for the better. How-
ever, | wonder what will become
of all the apartments once their
similarly dewy-eyed occupants
realise that the only thing you
can do in a concrete box on the
fifth floor is wonder how to fill
in the time. There are only so
many hours that can be de-
voted to bonsai and with only
the two of you, only so many
evenings spent, champagne in
hand, wondering what the next
trend step is to be.

I hope I've almost outgrown
being out-of —focus.

ROGER KIBELL

Counselling, Therapy
& Life Coaching

% Individuals & Couples
% Parenting & Family matters
% Depression & Self esteem

Bernadette Walsh
BSc, BBSc(Hons) Psychology
Adv Dip Gestalt Therapy

9844 1427

TAXATION AND A

TIN

« Taxation Return Preparation

«» Electronic Lodgement Service
« Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE

9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants




Music opens the mind to

memories of Christmas

USIC. A combina-

tion of notes with

the power to un-

lock the memory

bank releasing by
association, poignant images
that have been stored for years
in the archives.

Gymnopedie (Barefoot) is a
slow, somewhat melancholic
orchestrated piano piece by the
French composer Satie that
opens the vault for me every
time. | play it sometimes in a
darkened room, sipping a glass
of chilled white wine and,
through closed eyes, relive bit-
ter-sweet moments of my child-
hood.

It is mid-afternoon, the week
before Christmas. I am with my
mother in the kitchen of the
house where | grew up. Outside,
a low-arcing English winter sun
has already slunk below the
horizon leaving the sky filled
with grey dusk—a prelude to
the long hours of darkness.
Wind is wailing through the
trees and it is bone-penetrat-
ingly cold. But inside the
brightly-lit kitchen it is warm
and cosy with the old coke
boiler quietly roaring. The radio
is playing music: Gymnopedie.

We are painting pine cones
and sprigs of holly in gold and
silver, laying them out on the
newspaper-covered table to
dry. Later my Mum will assem-
ble them together with ribbon
and candles to form an elabo-
rate table decoration. Later still
she will ice the cake, creating a
white winter scene adorned
with miniature Santas, reindeer
and snowmen. She was a tal-
ented flower arranger, my Mum,
and great cook.

Sometimes, if the music takes

By PAT COUPAR

me, | will refill the glass and
travel on through the years.

From the safety net of child-
hood and the naivete of an
unrebellious adolescence |
plunged headlong into nursing
with its burden of responsibil-
ity and eye-opening experi-
ences. Around Christmastime
the wards emptied. Only those
who were too sick or had no-
where to go remained, and we
did our best—the nurses, doc-
tors and other staff—to make it
a festive occasion.

There where some years
when I never made it home for
Christmas. But one year, | re-
member, my shift ended at mid-
day and there outside the hos-
pital was my Dad, waiting to
take me home to family and
friends. So lucky. But I felt like
a deserter. | was learning fast
about the unfairness of life.

Then came marriage, a move
to Australia and discovering the
pleasures of Christmas in
southern climes. And then the
joys of becoming a parent twice
over and family Christmases
once more—only this time | was
the Mum.

In those early years, because
all our relatives were overseas,
celebrations took place at a
Marlo campsite in eastern Vic-
toria where we joined others
who had similar ideas. But as
the kids got older they pre-
ferred to be close to their
friends and Christmas became
home-based and traditional

e

Drawn by MELANIE COUPAR

once more.

Recently though, with all of us
leading such busy lives, prepa-
rations for Christmas have be-
come something of a chore and
the day itself a little mundane.
The once great family occasion
has, to some degree, now been
replaced by Mothers Day and
Fathers Day. Surprisingly, these
over-commercialised days have
grown in importance.

Our adult children, always a
united pair, have taken it upon
themselves to organise some-
thing special for the day—a bar-
becue in the bush or a meal at
a pub. And just spending time
together is our way of celebrat-
ing the true meaning of the
day—that of being a Mum, a
Dad, a family.

This year Christmas will be
different. There will just be me,
Mike and the bush. And, if the
weather is kind, I will lie in the

Dusty Christmas — and

RANGE tinsel stars
hang from poles in
Springvale Road.
Clusters of fresh-
smelling pines are
going for $20 apiece. Shops are
pushing gift-wrapped items that
no normal person would waste
money on. In-store spruiking
and disco-beat carols have
been driving customers insane
for weeks. It must be December.

Idon’t know why they bother.
By Christmas, the tinsel will
have lost its lustre, the pine
trees will be as dead as the pro-
verbial, and the average cus-
tomer will have been driven to
drink by the prospect of more
electronic claptrap.

Last year, in a fit of never-
want-to-see-another-shop-again
fever, | explored the intriguing
nooks and crannies of the Yarra
Valley, visiting all those places
that one keeps meaning to stop
at but somehow never does.
Fresh Dberries, lavender,
peaches, cheese, wine, cider —
what a perfect solution to the
annual gift-buying conundrum!
It was a glorious day into the
bargaln and I promised myself
thatI'd do it agam very soon —
a “very soon” that might just
happen any day now.

Most people can't even think
about Christmas until school
breaks up. There is so much

By MARILYN MOORE

else going on, with concerts,
rehearsals, speech nights, par-
ties, book lists, secondhand
book sales, sports training,
work experience, trips to the
physio, job applications, inter-
views, university orientation
days — not to mention getting
the brushcutter repaired and
hunting out the mower.

Everybody looks forward to
end-of-year functions, but it
seems that the more the mar-
keting moguls push Christmas
down our throats, the less
Christmassy our own celebra-
tions become.

Most now have the flavour of
annual reunions rather than
anything specifically festive.
Admittedly, in our case, Christ-
mas barbecues provide a sort

of bulk apology for not inviting
friends over from one end of the
year to the other.

Of course we are not alone in
this—of those who roll up in
droves to enjoy the get-to-
gether, most are a teensy bit
excuse-laden. | suspect there's
a lot of it about.

One friend, the host of a re-
cent 35 degree Sunday lunch,
was especially apologetic, but
on this occasion it had more to
do with the seasonal entertain-
ment they'd lined up for us.

“Do you mind if we muster
some cattle before lunch? You
can watch if you don't feel like
galloping around in the heat.”

Of course we'll help. What's to
do?

“Well, you see the cows in this
paddock? The young calves
have to be separated from their
mothers, vaccinated, and then
put back with their mothers in
a new paddock. The older
calves stay here. The mothers
of the older calves go in that
paddock up the hill.”

Er — is that all?

“No, there's two steers in with
the bull. We need to get them
out and put them with the
mothers of the older calves.”

To my amazement, horses
and dogs stayed behind.

“They upset the cattle,” ex-
plained our friend, “so we mus-

no bull!

sun on the beach, close my eyes
and think of Christmases past.
And perhaps give thought to
the man whose music has kept
cherished childhood memories
alive. Erik Satie.

Ironically, Satie himself had an
unhappy childhood. Ironically,
too, he an anti-romantic. His
writing was mostly simplistic
and experimental. He only
found fame when compatriot
composer Claude Debussy be-
friended him and orchestrated
his two Gymnopedie piano
works. Erik Satie died in pov-
erty in 1925 aged 59. A sad end-
ing for a man who created such
melodic expressions of emotion
and hypnotic moments of se-
renity. The French composer
Sauget wrote this of Satie: “His
music will echo your own soli-
tude and fill it with its magic
song—I{riendly, calming and
pure.” Too right.

ter on foot.”

This will be interesting. I'm
glad we brought the kids —
their cross-country running
skills might help compensate
for the efforts of the older, more
overweight members of the
family.

The bull, cows and calves
were amazingly quiet, but at the
end of the day the residual
score was Steers 2, Humans 0.
One of the blighters went AWOL
for half the afternoon. Finally -
with one steer back in the bull
paddock, the other in a differ-
ent wrong paddock, and a badly
broken fence—we gave up. Al-
ter slaking our thirst, we per-
suaded the calves, by now quite
lively, that vaccination was non-
negotiable, then, after the deed
was done, returned them to
their happily munching moth-
ers.

At last peace reigned and we
collapsed in a dusty heap just
within reach of the Esky. Now
how Christmassy is that?

Unfortunately our humble
paddock will be something of
an anticlimax after that effort.
Nevertheless we look forward
to catching up with as many
friends as possible. So Happy
Christmas everyone, and fi-
nally, to all those Year 12s cross-
ing fingers, toes, eyes, the
works — good luck!

MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, BLOWERS,
BRUSHCUTTERS

SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS AND EXPERT ADVICE
ALL THE LEADING BRANDS INCLUDING
MASPORT, ROVER, VICTA, ECHO,
KAWASAKI, SHINDAIWA, JONSERED,
ATOM, GRANBERG AND MORE!

JACKSON COURT

MOWERS PLUS
16 JACKSON COURT
EAST DONCASTER

9848 2118

art Harmony S{)op

* New crystals and crystal

* Latest New Age books

at Potters Cottage
silver jewellery

and CDs

321-327 Jumping Creek Road, Warrandyte 3113 Mclwa\) Map 35 ]2
p/f 0844 5155 Open Wednesday - Sunday 12 noom = 5.00 p..

YA RR A -STREOWT

VIDEO
DECEMBER RELEASES...

SCOOBY DOO » THE HARD WORD = MEN IN BLACK
KINDTALKERS ¢ THE MOTHMAN PROPHECIES
RESIDENT EVIL « SNOW DOGS + BIG FAT LAR
UNFAITHFUL * JOE SOMEBODY e THE MAJESTIC
SORORITY BOYS = BAD COMPANY = ABOUT A BOY

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!

106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC
PHONE 9844 0544
10a%-9»m SUNDAY TO THURSDAY
10am-10pm FRIDAY TO SATURDAY

<4 H ® A 44 =EH & »

& "\ Fashion
& gk for
EE§ m { o | Tall
\\-4  Women
Warrandyte T
Neighbourhood \
House \
Craft and Fitness Classes
Writing and Support groups /
Upstairs at the
Community Centre
Drop in for a cuppa or ¢ 1800 03 8255
phone us on 3844 1839

THE
REPAIR

ications SHOP

Economical Repairs to:

e TVs e  Microwaves e VCRs
e Computers e Hi-Fi e (D Players
e Toys e Games e Dryers

e Telephone Systems .

9844 1858

|PAUL’S DISCOUNT MOWING

i
1° Odd Jobs & Gutters ® Yard Maintenance I
1 ® Painting Service available 1

I FOR QUOTATION PHONE 9844 3927 I

David Hogg

AT e

NlLLUMSIR

MELBOURNE 2030
MELBOURNE METROPOLITAN STRATEGY

The State Government has recently released the Melbourne Metropol-
itan Strategy, known as Melbourne 2030 and is seeking community
comment on the Plan. Melbourne 2030 is a 30 year plan to manage growth
and change in Melbourne.

If residents wish to obtain further information about Melbourne 2030
and the draft Implementation Plans they can be viewed at the Eltham
and Diamond Valley Libraries and the Council Offices, Greensborough
The strategy and plans can also be viewed on the Department of Infra-
structure’s website at www.melbourne2030.vic.gov.au

Nillumbik Shire Council has prepared an Information and Discussion
Paper to provide information to the Nillumbik community about
Melbourne 2030. The Paper does not represent a formal position of
Council and it has been produced solely to inform the community. Council
will form its own view on Melbourne 2030 prior to making its submission
to the State Government by 14 February 2003.

The Information and Discussion Paper can be viewed on Council’s
website (www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au) or obtained by contacting Council's
Environment and Strategic Planning Section on 9433 3210.

Residents are encouraged to make their individual submissions
directly to the Department of Infrastructure by 14 February 2003 to:

Melbourne 2030

Department of Infrastructure

GPO Box 2797Y

Melbourne Vic 3001

or Melbourne2030@doi.vic.gov.au

Council would appreciate a copy of any submissions made by residents
to help form its views but will need to receive the submission by 6 January,
2003. Please send us a copy of your submission to:

Nillumbik Shire Council

PO Box 476

Greensborough Vic 3088

Fax: 9432 9559

Email: nillumbik@nillumbik vic.gov.au

Catherine Dale
Chief Executive Officer




| dreamt the sky was on fire

Tortured stars turning red

like the glowing eyes of a fabled beast
Waves of siren wails

Approaching and fading

Relentless as the sea

Then | awoke

Safe in my bed

Just a dream

This is Australia
land of the innocent
Not me
Not here
Have another beer

S11 was a bit of a worry

They were white and well-fed
And innocent too

Doing ordinary things

The memo, the coffee machine

Madmen attacking the innocent

But that was America
The world’s bully boy
No-one liked bully boys

Not me

Not here

Have another beer

But Bali is closer

And they were targeting our own
Young ones at that

Doing ordinary things

Like having a holiday

Having a beer

Madmen attacking the innocent

But it's still “over there”
It's exotic and different
And full of fanatics

Not me

Not here

Have another beer

| dreamt the sky was on fire

Tortured stars turning red

Like the glowing eyes of a fabled beast
Waves of siren wails

Approaching and fading

Relentless as the sea

Then | awoke

And the sirens wailed on

You couldn’t see the stars

For the smoke

7

Coming closer

There was no bloody toll

No terrorist plot

A building burnt down

A building | knew, a building for
children

The ultimate innocents

The innocent who can no longer say
Not me

Not here

The not-so-innocent who know

It's coming closer.

KAREN THROSSELL

Shop 9 Goldfields Plaza
402 Warrandyte Road
(opp Football oval)
Warrandyte 3113
Telephone 9844 1993
Facsimile 9844 3469

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

— ample parking

~ CELLARS

Wine Club Members:

Thank you for your overwhelming support.
Our current membership has reached
900. This goes to show the strength in
locals supporting locals.

We are planning many exciting events in
the new year.... we'll keep you posted.

Sand  Jan, fdm//
& ééﬁ wish W),r/
&(/4/' omeirs

@ #0/%/ Chrictmas

and @ 4@@ MNew Year




Continuing a series

by GLEN JAMESON,
exploring special places
in the Warrandyte area

FELLOWSHIP OF
THE FORESTS: 4

RAMMED between the rocky river

escarpments, Yarra Brae and Jump-

ing Creek, Stane Brae opens like an

outstretched hand welcoming every-

one. The landscape embraces you
with a vast alluvial terrace sweeping majesti-
cally down from the Stane Brae ridgeline to
the river.

Standing in that landscape you feel as if
Mother Nature has you in her palm. On the
other side of the river, the Warrandyte Gorge
maintains steep escarpment cliffs shaped like
a cupped hand to receive the palm of the allu-
vial terrace and the tickle of the river fingers.
You are graciously gathered into the bosom
of the country.

Stane Brae is Scottish for “Stony Hills”, a
dour rebuff from a lonely settler’s soul miss-
ing the green green hills of home. Gaunt, bony
ridgeline arms held out the tempting promise
of pastoral possibilities to early settlers
searching for the deeper soils agriculture hun-
gered for. The valley holds a pregnant belly of
soil, promising riches in a graceful landscape.

Stane Brae was settled in the early 1840s with
the formal layout of the old farm still evident,
although the farm building were razed by the
1962 fires.

However, it was deeper into the forests, be-
tween the alluvial terrace and Jumping Creek
Road, which tempted many of the Fellowship
to venture in and enjoy its rich cargo of natu-
ralist’s delights. When Stane Brae was still
almost entire, it was the haunt of members of
the Ringwood Field Naturalist Club, in particu-
lar Jack Hyett and Bill King, local naturalists,
both of whom have sadly passed on. Its rich
assemblage of orchids and array of birds and
animals often brought them in to marvel over
the natural biodiversity found there.

Even up until 1985, when Jack Hyett would
arrive in his purple ute, wearing a black cow-
boy hat, to continue surveys. He recounted
events of Stane Brae after the fires of 1962,
when he found the calcified bones of little
Agile Antechinus caught by the flames. At
night out spotlighting, Bill would call the
Mopoke. Wedge-tail Eagles and Powerful Owls
nested there. Students studied the rare and
threatened. It is home to the beautiful and elu-
sive Brush-tailed Phascogale. A huge chunk of
land, almost square in shape, it has a low
boundary-to-area ratio, an important consid-
eration when keeping the ecology healthy. It
is a sanctuary in itself.

The private section of Stane Brae is still a
formidable piece of land. Of 120 hectares, it is
of state significance for its fauna and flora and
is protected by a Trust for Nature covenant. It
is a terrific example of private ownership con-
tributing significantly to the local ecological
assets through sympathetic management.

An illustration of its botanical richness is
that in the early 1970s, Marrilyn Gray pro-
duced the first photographic book on the Or-
chids of Victoria with almost 80 percent of the
photographs taken either on Stane Brae or
along Blooms Road, North Warrandyte. Almost
the entire orchid flora of Victoria as it was
known then—except for some rare and re-
stricted Orchids—could be found locally.
Things have changed; the Blooms Road Or-
chids have long since gone; richer sites for
Orchids have been found elsewhere in Victo-
ria and many more species of Orchid have
been discovered across Victoria. For a long
time, Stane Brae has been of great interest to
local naturalists.

In 1983, Stane Brae, like Yarra Brae, had the
river section bought from private ownership
to be included in the Warrandyte State Park
to create a contiguous park along the Yarra.

Stane Brae:
a welcome

N the valley

it ‘ I“ullm"“

iy

|
I

At that time, the Fellowship campaigned for
the government to buy the whole of Stane
Brae. The alluvial terrace section of Stane Brae
along the river, which the government was
interested in purchasing, had been profoundly
altered by 140 years of agriculture, with most
of the indigenous vegetation removed. Cattle
had grazed right down to the river and scarred
the banks. In magical contrast, the escarpment
section of Stane Brae was beautifully covered
by a rich assemblage of indigenous vegetation.

Following a long battle, which included the
holding of such fund-raising as a “Haley’s
Comet walk” and an almost-farcical country
music festival on the site, the Fellowship failed
to secure enough funds to purchase the prop-
erty. The government of the day preferred to
spend its money down on the Mornington Pe-
ninsula at Greens Bush. The best part of Stane
Brae passed into private ownership, fortu-
nately to very sympathetic owners. Part of
the negotiations for the purchase of the
riverfront was further subdivision of the sec-
tion of Stane Brae up near Jumping Creek
Road. However, the Fellowship did succeed in
negotiating a Trust for Nature covenant on the
land, aiming to prevent any further subdivi-
sion.

The sympathetic management of private
land is essential to the survival of Warrandyte
State Park. The park is far too fragmented and
narrow to survive alone. If all the indigenous
vegetation was removed from all the surround-
ing private property, the park ecosystem
would collapse.

Always there has been tension and conflict
over private and public lands: settler and Abo-
riginal, refugee and refusee; continuing
through centuries.

In the 19th century, an era dominated by po-
litical groundswell for democratic institutions
and political freedoms, the Australian colonial
administrators viewed public ownership of
land as an equitable way to provide access for

the community. They set aside land as they
drew up plans for townships and villages, so
that democracy was written into the shape of
settlement. Town planning spoke of the new
deal in community ownership of land. These
parcels of land became the basis of the
Warrandyte State Park; a valuable inheritance
for all.

Hence those sections of Warrandyte State
Park known as The Common, Timber Reserve
and Fourth Hill were reserved for public use.
A huge parcel of land that included Pound
Bend was originally set aside as an Aboriginal
Reserve (and there are rumours that it was
never officially unreserved for this use). These
were acknowledgments of the range of own-
ership possibilities.

Historical experience in the British Isles had
demonstrated that land was locked up for cen-
turies after each change in the ruling dynasty.
Grants of lands went out to cohorts of victori-
ous invaders after the vanquished had their
land usurped. The land was then handed down
through generations until another dominant
clan rose to power and things spilled out
again. This historical baggage has led to the
present day chaotic management of some na-
tional parks in Britain. Land being owned by
many private owners and the national park
managers and rangers having to weld together
a management package catering for the dis-
parate aims and land use claims of various
owners. It is made to work as well as it can.

View the country from a plane flying over
the Middle Yarra Valley. This shows those ar-
eas that were reserved in the original survey,
together with the public land banks along riv-
ers and creeks. They stand out now as eco-
logically visionary forests. It is a good invest-
ment for a healthy environment when we pro-
tect water catchments.

In the middle of the Stane Brae terrace is a
huge Red Box; a generational dinosaur of the

alluvial terrace over 600 or 700 years oid,
marking the age of a mature Red Box forest. It
represents a stage in the life of the Red Box
forest that climaxes with plants reaching great
ages after surviving the various threats to
their life from all the disturbances within ecol-
ogy. In forests of great aged Red Box, there is
an equalibrium reached between the pace of
the creation of new species and the extinction
of others.

When the first settlers arrived in the Yarra
Valley, they were greeted by an open grassy
woodland. Generations of ecological manage-
ment using Aboriginal fire-burning produced
a landscape in much of the Port Phillip dis-
trict that entranced the Eurpean newcomers.
It appeared like “a gentleman’s park. lush,
green and leafy”. A land of plenty, many de-
scribed it. It was a landscape of big. well-
spaced trees, with an open grassy under-
storey. These are landscape elements that
greatly appeal to all humans. It was the land-
scape that gave Wonga Park its name. The park
of Simon Wonga. Wonga Pigeon. Wonga Vine;
landscape produced through a combination
of human activity and natural processes.

In November 2000, one of the old Red Box
generation, the tree behind the shops on the
corner of Dudley and Jumping Creek roads,
died. In good bush, when a massive old tree
finally dies, many seedlings get the chance to
germinate. They sprout thick on the ground,
often without a hand space between them.
Growing vigorously, they temporarily elimi-
nate much of the biodiversity in their young
hunger for nutrients, water and light. As the
years pass, various agents eliminate the
weaker and unlucky ones: grazing wallabies,
insects, humans harvesting wood, lightning
strikes, fires, wind storms, fungal attacks,
droughts and floods. One by one, thousands
of seedlings succumb. Over time, survivors be-
come further and further apart, sharing their
space with other plants. After 200 years the
trees are spaced maybe five to 10 metres apart.
Biodiversity has returned, with middle storey
plants, grasses and orchids. After 400 years,
only truly special trees dominate. Huge trees,
so marked by their own character that they
are known individually by those who sit be-
neath them making stone tools. Aged 600
years, the Red Box trees are landmarks with
arms like woody sumo wrestlers. Hollows
spout from each branch, providing accommo-
dation for mammals and birds. Biodiversity
peaks in the ecosystem as the tree tops tower
into the clouds.

Stane Brae is also the stomping ground of a
big, gregarious mob of Eastern Grey Kanga-
roos. This is the valley that offered a pastoral
colonial opportunity amongst that Silurian
toughness that was muscled into ridgelines.
The settlers’ first vision was of a landscape
meant for cattle and sheep. Kangaroo was in
short supply, marsupial herds being relatively
rare in those colonial times. The big Stane Brae
Kangaroo mob is the pastoral promise, deliv-
ered in the form of a productive native re-
source that efficiently lessens environmental
harm, unlike introduced hoofed creatures. The
inheritance of the family farm is ready for us
to return; to return to an austral destiny that
embraces this landscape.

Outstretched from Stane Brae is the Fellow-
ship’s hand, looking to heal the land with its
touch. The Fellowship works for land to be
managed sympathetically across ownerships,
as we find better ways to share our space with
nature, and a fairer way to resolve the con-
flicts that we humans have with the other crea-
tures of the earth.



lce-cream plum pudding
for breakfast, Mum...

By RACHEL BAKER
X £ 97 Etry to run slowly down
4 \ // the steep steps to the
\ cool brown water, but
\ gravity makes us go
T faster and faster until we
almost pitch headfirst into the river.
Our older brothers and sisters come
down after us. We're hot from the long
walk, tired, and our tummies are full
f Christmas dinner. We collapse into
the Yarra and drift out into the gentle
»f Pound Bend
n’t slept well the night before
yuldn't wait to see our
he morning had been excit-
had to run around and
e she always gets
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the kitchen was hot

ing; then
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The worst bit comes tomorrow. We
have to take all the decorations off the
tree and then drag it across the car-
pet and take it outside. Mum tells us
to be careful and not get pine needles
all over the floor. But we do. One of
the older ones will get the vacuum. We
drag it down the back and put it on the
pile with all the other things. Dad will
have a burn-off later. It still smells nice
but it's starting to dry out.

Then it's quick, quick, pack, because
we're leaving for Cape Conran tomor-
row. Mum makes lots of lists of all the
things we need to take: tents, bush
shower, pots, pans, barbecue, cricket

set, beach towels, blow-up mattresses,
fishing rods: lists, lists, lists.

Dad’s trying to pack the boat and he
hits his head on the barbecue. Quick!
my sister warns. Run inside. We don't
want to be around Dad just after he's
hit his head.

Mum'’s got a headache and she sits
on the couch with a cup of tea. I feel
bad because | haven't really helped,
I've just been playing with my new
longstitch set.

The older brothers finally show up
and help Dad. When everything's
packed, the boys have left-over roast

pork for dinner and the girls have left-
over ice-cream plum pudding.

I go to bed. When | wake up, I'm hun-
gry for the first time in two days. [ want
to have ice-cream plum pudding for
breakfast but Mum says I should have
Weet-bix.

Dad had said he was finished but he
still has to run around and pack a few
more things. We all bundle into the red
four-wheel-drive and hit the road, or
the frog-and-toad, as Dad calls it.

We're out onto the main road. We go
down the hill towards Warrandyte
town. Everything's kind of quiet and
weird. The Christmas decorations are
still on telegraph poles and people still

RACHEL BAKER
grew up in
Warrandyte. She
began writing for
the Diaryin Year 12
at Warrandyte High
School. After study-
ing journalism at
RMIT she worked
as a reporter on the
Nhill Free Press.
She commences a
cadetship at ABC
News in February.

have wreaths on their front doors,
which seems a bit wrong, even though
it was only two days ago.

We cross the river and go through

Eltham, then we go onto another road

E that happened, we opened
our presents. Mum said we had to wait
until everyone was up, so it was my
wake up all the others . They
) get up because they all
e night before
s were opened, the
over and all the
Mum said she
drink champagne but

job to
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the pres
ours carm

yblies

put up his new tent in the
My sister skated up and
way on her new spider
lder ones played CDs
oks. | tried on my new

Now we're at the river a

nd | feel a bit
sad. I'd been excited for so long and
now it’s over and I'm uncomfortable
and feeling laz)

ounge room was hot. Mum THE HEALTH FODD COMPANY and another road and another road. |
had to light the fire because, & Sani rium don't really know the way but that’s
h it's hot. it's Christmas - - v OK because Dad does.

Are you a home
based business In
Warrandyte?

* would you like to link in with other home based
businesses?

* would you like to be in the free directory of
Warrandyte businesses?

e would you like to learn more about running a
business by attending seminars in Warrandyte?

If you answered yes to these questions then we need you...

The Warrandyte Business Association is running a pilot program encouraging
local home based businesses to promote themselves more and network
together — we want to hear from you. We want to encourage local residents
to utilise local services. -

e
Please fill in the form below and send-to: WBA, P.O. Box 94, Warrandyte or
email your address to meredith.t@bigpond.com so you can be part of the
Warrandyte Business at Home project. Phone 9844 2527.
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