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Green Wedge vote
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By DAVID WYMAN

The recent Manningham coun-
cil elections have been de-
scribed by state MP for
Warrandyte, Phil Honeywood,
as the best result for the local
communities for 15 years.

“Since | was first elected to

parliament in 1988, the Mullum
Mullum ward (of council) has
been constantly treated as a
minority group by most of the
councillors elected from the
more urbanised areas of
Manningham”, he told the Di-
ary.
“At last we now have a clear
majority of councillors in
Manningham who are dedi-
cated to supporting the Green
Wedge and protecting our
unique bushland character.”

As a personal comment, Mr
Honeywood said he was de-
lighted with the election of the
two councillors in Mullum
Mullum ward.

Cr Patricia Young, a
Warrandyte resident, was re-
elected in Mullum Mullum with
8027 first preference votes and
10,565 votes after distribution
of preferences.

Park Orchards resident,
Gerard Dale, is the second
Mullum Mullum councillor, with
9608 first and preferential
votes.

Ron Kitchingman was the
third most favoured candidate
for second vacancy with a total
of 8163 votes, including prefer
ences. Richard Aumann, a local
orchardist, was narrowly the
second most favoured candi-
date as voters’ first preference,
but fell back after voter prefer-
ences were distributed

An analysis of statements
made by the successful council
candidates shows there could
be five councillors out of eight
who support preservation of
the Green Wedge

Apart from Crs Young and
Dale in Mullum Mullum ward,
Crs John Bruce (the new
mayor) and Geoff Gough in
Heide ward, and Cr Katerina
Karanikolopoulos in Koonung
ward, have indicated support
for protection of the Green
Wedge.

Cr Young said she was “very
thrilled with the overwhelming
results of the Manningham
council election and would like
to sincerely thank all residents
in the Mullum Mullum ward
who voted for me, and assure
them that | will continue being
the voice of the people in coun-
cil and look forward to working
with them over the next three
years.

“I would also like to congratu-
late the two new councillors
elected, Katerina Karanik-
olouplos, in the Koonung ward,
who lives in Doncaster, and
Gerard Dale, for the Mullum

Mullum ward, who lives in Park
Orchards

“I will be looking forward to
working with both councillors
and especially Gerard, who is as
passionate about the protec-
tion of the Green Wedge as | am
and who also does not like to
see developers destroying the
lifestyle and environment by
squeezing as many buildings as
possible onto a site.”

Phil Honeywood said Pat
Young had gone from strength
to strength over the last six
years. Despite incredible pres-
sure being placed on her by
pro-development interests, she
had stood up for her patch

“Gerry Dale was my next door
neighbour in Park Orchards for
nine years. | therefore have per-
sonal knowledge of Gerry's
genuine commitment to the
Green Wedge and it is fantastic
that there is finally a councillor
based in the Park Orchards
area.

“Overall, the personal back-
ground of the eig ouncillors
is more representative
Manningham community
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way, at least, you will
know who | am, what | stand

and what | am going to try and
do for you,” Cr Dale said

David Mayor, vice-president
of the Park Orchards Ratepay-
ers Association, said voters had
been “very discerning” in their
choice of councillors

“It looks like there is now a
solid majority of councillors
who will support the retention
of the Green Wedge,” he said
“That majority will protect our
area from continuing and fur-
ther attempts to subdivide.”
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OUR NEWSPAPER

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it
has retained its strong community character, being produced
by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community.
Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-for-
profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice.

The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people,
environment and character of the place it serves. Its monthly
circulation is 3800 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and
Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the
Yarra River, some 24km from Melbourne. The site of the first
official gold discovery in Victoria—in 1851—it soon estab-
lished its character as a small, self-sustaining community set
in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900 the miners, orchardists
and tradespeople were joined by a number of young painters
who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition.
Although now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of
Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is the
voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Sorry, girls, we said organ.
We think you mean orgasm

“Australia Fair”, the
Grand Concert Street
Organ, was a huge suc-

_.?

cess at last month's

| Warrandyte Festival. It trundled
| through the parade, playing all
the way, and negotiated its way

down Stiggant Street before
running into a bit of trouble.
Because of its size and the fact
that its awnings were extended,
it had a devil of a job pushing

| through the massed crowd at

the riverbank reserve to take up
its assigned place there. To the
rescue came our splendid and

| resplendent town crier David

Hogg, who rang his bell vigor-
ously and loudly and hollered:
“Oyez, oyez, please clear the
way for a huge organ!” While
most folk cleared a path, a bevy
of nubile young local ladies
came rushing. “Where?
Where?" they asked quite
breathlessly. “We've always
wanted one of them!” And we
doubt they had music in mind.
"'? those immortal words:

“Advance, Australia
Fair!™ — but the organ’s prob-
lems were not yet over. A little
further along the track its roof
fouled on temporary overhead
powerlines, well out of reach or
mere mortals. Just as festival
volunteers were debating what
to do, along came two saviours
on stilts — three metres tall
each of them. Easy. Just reach
up and lift the powerline. And
you people thought the stilt
people were just there for the

parade!
'$ took in the occasion
from the sidelines as
they recover from recent near-
death experiences. Lions Club
and festival committee stalwart
Terry Oakley, of Kruses Road,
had stood on the wrong side a
tree as it was being felled and
sustained serious injuries. Lo-
cal musician Terry Haynes, of
Castle Road, a founding mem-
ber of the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Band in previous parades,
had suffered kidney failure in
the wake of a double bypass
with major complications. It
was Terry who failed to get his
revolutionary ideas for new fes-
tival attractions endorsed by
the committee — such attrac-
tions as cockfighting, catching
the greasy pig and dwarf throw-
ing. Keep trying, mate. Great to
see you up and about, fellas,
and our best wishes for a
speedy return to good health.

Finally, with the way
cleared, David uttered

A couple of long-time
festival supporters

nubile young ladies!
tion with its low fly-
committee is considering two
directions.
was surprised, when
to find it manned exclusively by
apologise for believing all these
; The festival committee
Stiggants Reserve neat
ages children to collect a bag of
Easter egg. It’s a heart-warming
the kids were complaining there
Dave and Barb
i way to the festival

And wasn’t the old
$ overs before the pa-
for next year. We trust they

Festival committee
$ he visited the Lions
women — and hard-working
years that Lions Clubs were

is particularly mindful
and tidy after two days of fran-
rubbish apiece on the Sunday
sign of our environmentally-
was not enough litter to go

Wallace, from Belmont,
each year because they're

RAAF aircraft a sensa-
rade. So good, in fact, that the
won’t be arriving from opposite

chairman John Boyle
Club tent for a bucket of chips,
women at that. He and we
purely a blokey thing.

each year of leaving
tic activity there and encour-
evening in exchange for an
conscious times that this year
around.

Geelong, come all the
hooked on the Dutch poffertjes

Oh what a wonderful organ! And it certainly fooled those

at the food stalls. We haven’t
told them they can get a
poffertje pan from the Dutch
shop in Blackburn and if they
type “Poffertje recipe” into
Google on the net they’ll be
flooded with information on
how to make 'em. We haven't
told them because we really
enjoy their company each

March.
"‘? feeds her family, but
boy, can they serve up
a tennis ball! The Dustings
made the tennis club’s speed
serve competition their own at
the festival, Neil registering
151kmh and Pauline herself
85kmh to win the veterans
(over 50 and 45 respectively)
shoot-outs and daughter
Natalie banging one down at 99
in the Under-16s to take the
chocolates. Neil was also one of
the officials running the comp,
but if you think we're suggest-
ing anything sinister you're
gravely mistaken. We've far too
much respect for the defama-

tion laws for that.
$ a car used in the SES
rescue demo chained
to a tree? Surely nobody was go-
ing to pinch that! The SES peo-
ple answered our question. Last
year they delivered it on festi-
val Friday and on the Saturday
had to pull it out of the Yarra.

We don’t know exactly
what Pauline Dusting

Why, we wondered,
was that old wreck of

¥

#

The latest misadvent-
ures of Alan “Coatsey”
Koetsveld's dog Matey
Boy (which answers
more readily to Shutupstupid).
Matey Boy somehow escaped
from the panel van when
Coatsey dropped in on long-
time mate Laurie Holmes the
other day — and he mortally
monstered Laurie's pet chook.
Amazingly, Coatsy and Laurie
are still mates, but Matey Boy’s
in the doghouse.

Wine plays
havoc with
achtsmen

They tell it how it is in
the Bellarine Echo, a
robust, Geelong-based
weekly which circu-
lates in Sea Change country and
beyond and a copy of which fell
into Smokey’s hands when he
was down at Portarlington
practising to be a beach bum.
“Wine plays havoc with yachts-
man” said a heading in the
sports pages. Wine? Surely they
mean wind. No, wine! “Geelong
winegrowers were guests of the
Royal Geelong Yacht Club for
the Wednesday twilight race,
which was sailed in pleasant
conditions,” said the Echo. “A
wind of between 15 and 22
knots produced comfortable
and enjoyable sailing for the 47
yachts taking part — the fleet
though was slightly depleted as
some competitors over-im-
bibed in the sponsor’s products
and missed the entire event.”
What shall we do with a
drunken sailor, you might ask.
$ and the Friends of
Warrandyte State Park
Nursery at Pound Bend is fairly
bulging with stock. A random
suggestion from native flora
guru Joan McMahon is the red
stringybark (Eucalyptus
macrorhynca), which is quite a
mouthful but a beaut tree. Joan
suggests planting in groups of
three to five to enhance the
beauty of their trunks. These
and many more can be yours by
calling her on 9844 3213.

The earth is still warm,
it’s time for planting

Smokey
Joe

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH




By CORRINA TAUSCHKE

For those passing by the site of Pot-
ters Cottage, current renovations, in-
cluding graded parking areas and the
sparse appearance of Parson's Gully,
may come as a shock to some locals.
However, new owners Greg and Karl
Bell assure all changes are a matter of
repair and rejuvenation, as opposed to
any plans to totally transform or “dev-
astate” the heritage listed grounds.

Contrary to allegations of damaging
the iconic site, Mr Bell is focused on
preserving and bringing the grounds
back to life. Working with local land-
scaper Alan Noy, member of Mel-
bourne Water and expert in native
grasses and plants, along with Bev
Hanson, responsible for designing the
original garden at Potters, Mr Bell
hopes to turn the Parson's Gully creek
area into a wetlands, as well as restor-
ing and enhancing the surrounding
gardens. “All we want to do is get it
back to optimum condition. We are
intending to put in 1250 native and
endangered plants just in and around
the gardens, that is not including the
wetlands.” Mr Bell hopes to plant a
further 9000 native and endangered
species as part of the wetlands reha-
bilitation.

While the removal of trees along Par-
son’s Gully creek was approved by
council, there were concerns that with-
out root systems stabilising the bank
it would start to erode.

“They wanted us to cut trees off at
the base and leave the stumps to hold
the banks together, but a large percent-
age of the trees that were on that wa-
terway were actually laying in it or
across it and we had to drag them out
with a machine. It was full of silt and
rubbish that had been building up over
the years: car-tyres, foam, boxes, glass.
Now the creek is free to flow.” To com-
bat any threat of erosion, council sug-
gested securing the banks with “reme-
dial matting”. However, due to the na-
ture of the intended wetland design,
such measures would be unnecessary,
provided the plans are given the go-

ahead. “We employed an expert, Alan
Noy and he said the best way to treat
the waterway, should council and Mel-
bourne Water agree to it, would be to
create a spill-way so that the water
could be controlled and have plenty
of flow through.”

Mr Noy believes the addition of the
wetland and stream weirs reflect more
recent (past 150 years) changes within
the creek catchment that have re-
sulted in increases to stream flows.
“These additions will greatly assist
flood mitigation and water quality. Our
first priority is to stabilise the creek
and creek banks through minor re-
shaping of the creek banks where nec-
essary and without placing existing
trees and shrubs at risk,” he said.

“The placement of three low weirs
will further assist the stabilising of the
stream. The weirs will also aerate wa-
ter flowing through the project as well
as creating habitat for a diverse range
of aquatic native fauna species. Impor-
tantly, the banks will be planted with
indigenous sedges, rushes and grasses
to provide long-term stability.”

Rather than disrupting the site, pro-
posed changes will restore precious
ecosystems and play an important role
in Warrandyte's conservation. Mr Noy
is confident the proposed wetland will
be a success. “In time it is envisaged
that the project will provide an over-
whelming example to our local com-
munity of the conservation and land-
scape values of planting indigenous
plants.”

Whilst some residents expressed
concerns over the vegetation and trees
being removed from around the car-
park, the decision to clear the 18 gums
and surrounding “vegetation”, which
consisted largely of noxious willow,
was made on the basis of a report
given by Graham Hunt from Tree
Check. The report was reviewed and
approved by council. “The reason the
18 gum trees were pulled out was be-
cause they were overhanging the car-
park and were in immediate danger of
falling over. They were full of rot and

were past saving. They weren’t pulled
out because they were in the way of
what we intended doing. They were a
public liability,” Mr Bell said.

To avoid flooding, it was necessary
to use filling to raise the height of the
car park. The original size and shape
of the car park was not changed. Mr
Bell explained that “there wasn't drain-
age or anywhere for the water to go, it
used to flood in heavy rains.” The area
around the car park, which extends
down to Parson’s Gully, will be care-
fully replanted.

Mr Noy determined the revegetation
theme for the creek and its environs
using the original vegetation commu-
nity—"Swamp Gum Gully Wood-
land"—as the basis for plant species
selection. Mr Noy outlined, “Plantings
will include a number of local indig-
enous plant species that are rapidly
being lost from the natural environ-
ment.”

Another area undergoing restoration
is the gardens surrounding the cottage
and restaurant, also heritage listed.
New pathways have been installed and
Bev Hanson has submitted plans that
envisage a thriving native haven. De-
spite contention over the removal of
some plants, Mr Bell explains it is part
of the natural process of restoration
and maintenance. “It requires a little
bit of common sense. Things have to
be maintained and up-kept. | can un-
derstand not wanting developments—
someone coming in and changing it
totally, but you still have to get it back
to a point.” Original potters, Sylvia
Halpern and Gus McLaren, who have
been creating ceramics and helping to
run Potters since its establishment in
1958, fully support Mr Bell’s plans and
are enthusiastic about the changes
taking place. Halpern stated, “I think
it’s an improvement. | think it is lovely
for the old house. It is a really good
thing that they are doing it, and yet
they haven’t changed it. There are no
major structural changes and it looks
revived. Everything needs reviving. |
am very excited about it.”

Mr Bell stresses that making the
grounds safe and accessible is the
main motivation behind proposed im-
provements on the grounds. “Most
importantly, the place was not safe for
the general public to use. The steps,
the old paving, were not safe. The
steps were not legal from a building
aspect. What we've done now will
stand the test of time.”

All of the original staff have stayed
on with the new ownership, including
gallery manager, Jo Laurence. “We
have fantastic staff. If you added the
total years that the staff have been
here it would be over 50 years. Jo
Laurence has been here for 20 years,
she scrutinises everything we do every
day of the week. She is head of the
Warrandyte Historical Society. If we
were doing something out of step or
out of kilter, that compromised Potters
in any way, we would know about it,”
Mr Bell said.

Also submitted to council were plans
to renovate the restaurant. The length
of the restaurant will be extended 10
metres, with the back-office wall re-
placed by glass “colonial-style™ doors
opening out onto an extended patio.
Mr Bell is conscious of keeping all
renovations true to the original design,
employing the same materials and
style. “It will look the same, it is just
going to be open dining.” Subject to
council approval, the renovations will
continue around the back of the res-
taurant. What is currently a clay em-
bankment will be transformed into
another dining area, complete with
more native gardens and a water fea-
ture.

When asked how they feel about Pot-
ter's new outlook, Halpern and
McLaren are keen to express their sup-
port. Halpern believes “it isn’t compro-
mising Potters’ natural character at all.
From the structure of it, it doesn’t look
different, except for the old verandah,
which was rotten. The structure of the
house hasn’t changed at all. | think it
is a marvellous idea.” McLaren is con-
fused by local contention. “Everything

THE OWNERS OF POTTERS COTTAGE

evastation or rejuvenation?

has got to change at some time
they've got to be repaired all the time
It seems ridiculous.” As part of repairs
made on Potters’' Cottage, the floors
were resurfaced walls were
replastered and the handrail was re-
paired. Mr Bell is also applying for a
permit to allow the installation of a
small glass atrium at the gallery's en-
trance for displaying art works

Certainly not all public feedback has
been negative. Mr Bell feels encour-
aged by those willing to go out of their
way to show their support. “We have
had people driving up to the restau-
rant just to voice their support. | think
now we have had the opportunity to
put our ideas across, even those
strongly opposed will form a different
opinion of what we are doing. "Once
the drawings are finalised we will have
them laminated and displayed on the
wall of the restaurant. Everyone is
welcome to come and have a look and
ask me any questions that they may
have.” Mr Bell is confident once the
public is properly informed they will
share his enthusiasm about the
project. “What we have done is basi-
cally tidied the place up, but in the
process we created a bit of a scare
Perhaps because of the way we ap-
proached it, but | don’t think there is
any other way. | can't do a site this size
five feet at a time so you don't notice
the change.”

Mr Bell finds it frustrating that op-
position is based on the mistaken be-
lief that they are harming the environ-
ment, when they are trying to achieve
the opposite.

“We want to maintain its historical
and icon status. We are happy to take
on those responsibilities. I don’t be-
lieve what we have done is out of char-
acter with Warrandyte or out of char-
acter with the unique nature of the
site, we are very mindful of this. In ac-
tual fact, I believe we have enhanced
it.”

Asked how he envisions the end re-
sult, Mr Bell is confident. “Like they
say—the proof is in the pudding.”

Bank is a goer!

(Photo by Jan Tindale)

Right to he top: bank board member David Waream
points the way to Georgina and Helena Adair.

By CLIFF GREEN

April 1 was definitely not
April Fools’ Day in
Warrandyte, for this was the
day the proposed local
branch of the Bendigo com-
munity bank reached its in-
vestment target.

“On Tuesday, April 1, we
reached our minimum share
sales of $600,000, required
for the branch to open,
board chairman John Provan
told the Diary.

“After 12 months of hard
work we are delighted with
the result and the support of
the Warrandyte community,
in particular our 327 share-
holders to date.”

As reported in the Diary
last month, the board was
concerned that
shareholdings might not
reach the target by April 1,
the date set for securing a
lease on the Commonwealth

Bendigo Bank

Bank building in Yarra
Street. The board appealed
for support through the Di-
ary and other local press,
plastered the town with plac-
ards, an all-out effort was
made at the Warrandyte Fes-
tival and the barometer at
the bridge roundabout began
creeping upwards, finally hit-
ting the top during the after-
noon of April 1.

The establishment of the
community bank is now well

under way. “Staff interviews
have already been under-
taken,” Mr Provan said. Pro-
spective managers for the
bank were being interviewed
at the community centre dur-
ing the week before the
Diary went to press.

“Tenders are out for the
fitout of our very own com-
munity bank,” Mr Provan
said, “and we expect to open
in late May or early June, in
the former CBA premises at
142-144 Yarra Street.”

When the Warrandyte
branch of the Commonwealth
Bank closed early last year,
the Warrandyte Business As-
sociation called a public
meeting and so began the
campaign for a community
bank. A feasibility study was
conducted, a business plan
created, and a prospectus is-
sued in January this year, all
under the auspices of the

Bendigo Bank.

The local board is espe-
cially proud of having se-
cured the $600,000 within
12 months. “The community
bank in East Doncaster took
two-and-a-half years to get
their money,” a board mem-
ber said.

John Provan is anxious to
give credit where it's due.
“We would like to give spe-
cial thanks to all those indi-
viduals and organisations
that have helped us along
the way,” he said. (A list of
those thanked is displayed
in an advertisement, else-
where in this issue.)

“And further shares are
still available,” Mr Provan
said.

@ Enquiries to the
Bendigo Bank agency at 158
Yarra Street, or by phone to
9844 0960, 9846 4427 or
0412 357 543.
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Saving a bird
in the hand

In response to Corinne King's
letter regarding the demise of
the Indian Myna her son res-
cued, | sympathise with her
feelings. Over the years | have
rescued and had children bring
to me, all sorts of birds—native
and exotic—and wherever pos-
sible | have restored them to
health, and released them. Such
is the natural instinct to pre-
e life. | have not always
been successful, and it is al-
ways re ul when death oc-
her naturally, or for
of the bird, induced
Mrs King may take comfort in
the knowledge that even the
arest of »cies often have to
d, because with
juries they cannot
1 back into the wild,
re wild, will not
aptive situation
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curs, wh

the sake

Edith Irving
Brackenbury Street
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news

port to dat
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bank. Now we are at a critical
stage of the final step in the
to bring the vision to
namely raising the
000 of capital. The front
page article and advertisement
in the March edition will be of
great assistance in this regard.

Your support has been impor-
tant to us during the establish-
ment process and we look for-
ward to your ongoing participa-
tion in community banking in
Warrandyte

process
reality
>0

John Provan
Chairman, Warrandyte
Financial Services Limited

Return dual

occupancy

OK! OK! Here I go again, but |
doubt if there is anyone more
passionate about our area who
at the same time realises that
there are a few things that need
to be redressed.

It's alright for our new coun-
cillors and in particular Cr
Young (who may well be consci-
entious) to say “keep an eye out
for land suitable for housing to
accommodate our senior citi-
zens —I| would have thought if
she was “on the ball”, it would
be obvious that without dual
occupancy—off the tourist
track, our senior citizens will
have to go elsewhere before
coming back to their final rest-
ing place.

Surely this should be taken on
board by them to at least allow
some of our pioneers to stay
where their roots are

Environmentally as 1 have
said many times, release part of
the Green Wedge to allow sew-
erage to 4000 homes in Donvale
and Park Orchards and get the
views of the ratepayers who
have the raw sewerage and grey
water passing their front doors

Trevor Parker
Park Orchards

Pave paradise

In reply to Norman Endacott’s
letter in number 351 of the
Warrandyte Diary, March 2003.

The point is, Mr Karl Bell, by
law, had to seek “council
hooplah” before going ahead
with his destruction at Potters
Most would be aware of this
procedure, especially a person
in business. Whether you dined
there on two occasions and
didn’t appreciate the surround-
ings hasn’t got a thing do to
with it. Yes, you guessed it, I'm
one of those tree-hugging, no
war, greenie, nature-loving hip-
pies. As for your comment on
Warrandyte being a “tinder
box”, what do you care? You
don’t live here anyway, | guess
we can “Pave Paradise, Put Up
A Parking Lot", to satisfy your
needs to visit a fire-safe, tree
free, town

Nicole Van't Foort
Houghton Road

At home in angunl Street: H(nrand\ [e needs more such retirement comp[exe.s

Seeking a place r avillage

Having read with interest
your article regarding the
need for aged care facilities
in the Diary Number 351, 1
am writing to provide some
information on the require-
ments for getting common-
wealth assistance and site se-
lection.

As an architect engaged on
a number of aged care
projects I have some knowl-
edge of most aspects. Firstly,
bed licences from the com-
monwealth are required to
obtain capital funding for
beds for disadvantaged resi-
dents and the care subsidy
for all beds. The department
of health and ageing assess
the needs on a demographic
basis.

Applications can be from
either “not for profit organi-

sations” or private compa‘-’
nies. Due to the concept of
“aging in place”, the design
of “high care” (nursing
home) and “low care” (hos-
tel) rooms are the same. It is
assumed that because the
resident’s room is their home
they will retain it regardless
of their level of disability.

Any site selected should
have or be capable of being
zoned correctly under the lo-
cal town planning scheme. A
relatively flat site is obvi-
ously preferable but not es-
sential, there being a number
of examples in Melbourne of
two storey units.

Size is another considera-
tion. For high care, the staff
ratios required mean that a
facility of less than 30 beds is
not viable and increases
above that should be in lots
of 15. Retirement villages do
require a relatively flat site,
the size being dependent on
the number of units consid-
ered viable. A bed aged care
facility requires a site area of
at least 0.5 hectares. The or-
der of cost of a hostel or
nursing home is about
$110,000 per bed which is
mostly covered by “ingoing
charges” which are paid by
each resident on entry and
substantially refunded on re-
location or death.

James Hart
Dingley Close

Thans from a
grateful granny

To the many people and organi-
sations that have helped
my daughter, Andrea Brown,
through a very difficult and sad
time, please accept our grate-
ful thanks.

The support from the grand-
children’s school mates, both
high school and primary, was
heart warming and restores
your faith in human nature.
These young adults are our
hope for the future and I thank
them for their caring.

We arrived in Warrandyte 50
years ago. Andrea was born
there as were all her eight chil-
dren. Let us hope that we never
lose that wonderful caring we
have as a community.

Thank you, Warrandyte.

Betty Lavender
Ex-Warrandyte

Belly Dancing: Tu
Kids Drawing:
Adult Drawing:

Tuesdays pm
Warrandyte Walkers: Mondays am
Professional Writing Mod. 3: Wednesdays pm

Knitting Circle:

Tuesdays am

Tai Chi (Night): Tuesdays pm

Time Out for Women with Children: Tuesdays am

Contemporary Dance: Fridays pm

Strong Women Stay Young: Tuesdays am & pm, Fridays am
Getting to Know Heide (Museum of Modern Art): Wed am
FOR ENROLMENT RING 9844 1839 FROM 22 APRIL 2003

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House gratefully acknowled?es funding from the following
organisations: Manningham City Council, Department of

Human Services and Doncare

Warrandyte Nelghbourhood House

Friday Lunch & Discussions: Fridays pm (monthly)
Public Speaking: Mondays pm

Machine Embroidery: Thursdays pm
Colorful Natives in Cottage Garden: Wednesdays am
Gardening Club: Saturdays pm
Financial Management in Retirement: Thursdays pm

CLASSES FOR TERM 2
COURSES 2003

It is now even easier to get an
appointment at short notice for that
cut or color with the addition of our
new team member Sam. Until the 1st
of May 03, Sam is offering 20% OFF
Ladies Cuts including a FREE
blowwave on Mondays and
Thursdays from 9am-3pm. Please
call for an appointment and just
mention this ad!

104 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 9844 0898

MUSIC
TOGETHER

for parents and
pre-school children

0-4 yo
Warrandyte Uniting
Church
Wed 9.15am-10.45am

$5.50 per session
Enquiries: 9844 3222

SSENTIALLY

At Essentially Hair we offer all hairdressing
services for the whole family at very reason-
able rates and are open Monday 9am-5.30pm,
Tuesday 9am-9pm, Wednesday 9am-5.30pm,
Thursday 9am-9pm, Friday 9am-5.30pm and
Saturday 8am-2pm for your convenience!

AIR

BY EMMA




Insurance problems

it

S

By SAM DAVIES

For the first time in 20 years, events at
the Warrandyte Festival had to be can-
celled because of problems with pub-
lic liability insurance.

The festival committee, which bat-
tled for weeks to ensure all the events
would be covered, was left in a state
of unease right up until the night be-
fore the parade.

The billycart derby, “wheelie bin”
race, the pony club contingent, two
rock climbing walls and the “dunk the
teacher” were all cancelled at the last
moment to avoid major problems with
insurance cover.

“The way the system is going, it
could be the end of all these events,”
John Boyle, chairman of the commit-
tee told the Diary. “I think it is terrible
the legal system has made it open
slather for people. If they are walking
down the street and trip over, they
look for who they can sue.”

Mr Boyle is particularly annoyed

about the insurance issue because the
festival is run as a voluntary event for
the benefit of the community. “How do
you feel as a volunteer when people
ring up about the billycart derby and
ask ‘You've got insurance, haven’t
you?’ You feel nervous about being in-
volved in that event.

“We had committee members resign-
ing the night before the festival. Organ-
ising events like the billycart derby
used to be fun. Now we think: I might
spend a week in court for this.”

Not a single insurance claim has been
made against the festival during John
Boyle's 20 year involvement. He sus-
pects there have been no claims dur-
ing the festival’s entire 26 year history.
Despite this, the committee paid $6500
for insurance this year, compared with
$2500 last year.

“We knew it was going to be pretty
horrific, but we didn't expect it could
take out that much from our funds,”
Mr Boyle said. “This year we were

lucky in that we had fair bit up our
sleeve. A lot of it came from the
fundraiser at Andersons Creek Pri-
mary School last November.”

Mr Boyle said virtually no companies
in Australia will take on insurance for
festivals. A week prior to the event the
committee secured insurance through
their usual broker, from an overseas
group based in the Cayman Islands.

This was “very risky” as it was not
recognised by the Australian insur-
ance industry. “We have to get the in-
surance accepted by Manningham
council, our biggest sponsor, other-
wise we won't get funding,” Mr Boyle
said.

Eventually the committee was able
to secure insuranee through Manning-
ham council, with the Municipal Asso-
ciation of Victoria’s insurance com-
pany. According to Mr Boyle, this com-
pany will not cover anything to do with
water, horses, BMX bikes or skate-
boards. “They’ll do Devonshire tea

DUCK RACE

Mia Whifield, Warrandyte
& District Pre School

Ruby Moxy-Fithall, Andersons
Creek Primary

(9] A N =

Grades 586

Grades 3 & 4

Grades Prep-2

PARADE
School

parties, but not much else,” he said.
“Every kid either rides a horse or a
BMX bike!”

As well as MAV insurance, the com-
mittee decided to take out a marine
policy, to cover events such as the
“Lilo” race and duck race. The remain-
ing “risky events” were largely cov-
ered, thanks to several generous doses
of community goodwill.

John Boyle has asked the Diary to
thank them all.

Will Hodson, from Adventure Canoe-
ing, kindly offered to undertake re-
trieval of the plastic ducks, and
Doncaster’s Aquarena/YMCA, covered
all skateboarding events and ramps
Scouting Australia extended their own
policy to cover the water slide, on the

initiative of Scott Chapman. Di
Haskings enabled the festival to go out
with a bang. She stepped in as safety
officer on behalf of Manningham coun-
cil to oversee the fireworks display
which was also not covered by the fes-

'Carts will roll

tival’s policy.

Mr Boyle believes the law should rec-
ognise the special needs of volunteers
“If someone sues them, it's disgrace-
ful. The law should sue that person for
being a nuisance! Otherwise, it'll be the
end of fun activities for kids. Other fes-
tivals charge money, and are nothing
to what we put on for free.”

A spokeswoman for state finance
minister John Lenders said that g
ernment will introduce reform m
ures in the ~pr1nN session of parliz
ment, which will “ease the pressu
premium costs and encourag
players back in the insur 1
She acknowledg rd tho

still a lot of work t

Next year, the com S€
more closely with ¢ Ci loo
to include council T T

tee so that t
der the coun
Bovle said. But wi

they can always run D s teas

Alexander Colleti, Milgate Primary

Paul Kotsifakis, Milgate Primary
CHILDREN’S ART COMPETITION

1 Grace Johnstone, Warrandyte Primary
2 Tarlton Dewe, Warrandyte Primary
3 Madi Henderson, Warrandyte Primary

1 Chloe Lawrence, Warrandyte Primary
2 Taylor Hayton, Warrandyte Primary
3 Pippa Arnold, Andersons Creek Primary

1 Zac Stevenson, Warrandyte Primary

2 Madi Jamieson, Warrandyte Primary

3 Lauren Cosshall, Warrandyte Primary
Best Parade Entry—Warranwood Primary

Most Warrandytish—Warrandyte Primary

Jarrod Hoffman, Warrandyte Primary

TENNIS SERVING
Open

Men: Shane Aldenhoven, 185kph
Women: Jenny McDonell, 133kph
Catherine Bird, 133kph

Veterans

Men (over 50): Neil Dusting, 151kph
Women (over 45): Pauline Dusting, 85kph

16 & under
Boys: Adam Robb, 184kph
Girls: Natalie Dusting, 99kph

14 & under

Girls: Tessa Cudmore, 91kph
12 & under

Boys: Tristan Valentino, 163kph
Girls: Rowena Goodwin, 115kph

10 & under

Boys: Matt McLennan, 116kph

Girls: Cate Pratt, 79kph

Boys: Trent Valentino, 167kph

By GILCHRIST

CLENDINNEN
In Taran's garage with the
Nova radio station blaring,
hammering away on his billy
cart: this is how I spent most
of my afternoons in the days
leading up to the Warrandyte
billycart race. Taran and
Casey are two of my best
friends and both were going
to enter the race.

Casey is the reigning cham-
pion, he has three older
brothers. The four of them
built a billycart especially for
the race, each of the brothers
has raced the billycart and
now it is with Casey, the
youngest. They believe only
Warrandytians should be al-
lowed to enter. Taran lives in
Research and he’s always got
some crazy idea. (He's got an
electric train set that runs
around his room at shoulder

ht, all controlled from
his side table, including
the points.)

Also entering was Shaun,
the cousin of a friend of
mine. He spent a while look-
ing at the history of the race

helped the most when |
stayed out of the way.)

One afternoon me and
Taran were inside taking a
break from working on the
billycart when the phone
rang. It was mum, she said
that there were troubles with
public liability insurance but
that not to worry the race
would probably go ahead.

Later on in the week Casey
rang, he said that his mum
had heard that the race had
been called off. This came
from Robert Cousens (the or-
ganiser of the race). | rang
Robert to make sure and he
backed it up. I was shocked.
Our plans were ruined. We
had been looking forward to
the race for weeks, hours of
work were wasted. | had the
unsavoury job of ringing up
Taran and telling him.
Unsuprisingly, he was an-
noyed.

Me and Taran went to the

again

festival anyway. We wan-
dered around for a bit but
everything interesting had
been called off, the day was
a non-event. Sure, the duck
race and steam engine dis-
play were still on, but the
billycart race, the rock climb-
ing wall, and even the
wheelie bin race weren’t run-
ning because of the price of
insurance. We decided to
leave early.

However the good news is
that Robert Cousens has said
there will be a billy cart race
as soon as the insurance is
cleared up. |1 hope to be cov-

ing it.

® The Warrandyte Billycart
Derby will be held on Sun-
day, May 4 with a 10am start,
following the securing of
public liability insurance
through the police Blue Light
Disco organisation. Further
information from Robert
Cousens on 9844 2328.

School and came up with the theory
Most Colourful—Warrandyte Childcare & g::l':)’:: l‘:‘;’;"le‘:’.:’m‘:’:l;"
Pre School Centre @ FINDERS NOT KEEPERS to be an exciting contest.
Most Imaginative—Warrandyte & District Please contact Jan on 9844 4995 if you I decided to help Taran,
Pre School lost or found any items during the festival who seemed to need it most.
Best Costuming—Andersons Creek Pri- weekend. There is a bag of found items We "’l‘l’""ﬂ away in h'l: 8'&
mary School and a list of lost ones. mfm;"‘lv’ogaao’x“ un

were far inferior to his and 1




THE WARRANDYTE SOUTH

GENERAL STORE

486 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD ROAD
WARRANDYTE SOUTH. PHONE 9844 3361

Full range of:
» HORSE & STOCK FEED
* POULTRY, BIRD and
PET SUPPLIES
* PEA STRAW N\ & &
S~ STRAW BALE i
S HIRE for

PAISN functions
Free delivery local area

YOUR LOCAL

CABINET MAKER

NEW KITCHENS & BENCH TOPS
BATHROOM VANITIES & PANTRIES
WALL UNITS & BOOK CASES
WORK STATIONS & STUDENT DESKS

KITCHENS RELAMINATED—
NEW DOORS & DRAWERS

GEOFF RUCK
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD

9876 3331

WARRANDYTE
BEAUTY CENTRE

Specialised Skin care
Intensive Facials & Facial peels
Botox & Collagen Therapy
Electrolysis & Waxing

ly Treatments & Massagé
Gift

vouchers

¥
'

rd

Hours: Tues to Saturday, Thursday till 9pm
Tel: 9844 3477

102 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113

GEOFF FELTHAM
olRnNE

Specialising in ceramics, terracotta, slate, floors and walls

MOBILE: 0417 548 152
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Catherine Bevan-Jones graduates from naval coliegé, .

Military tradition upheld

By SAM DAVIES

Andy and Gina Bevan-Jones are
well-known locally for their tire-
less work, over many years, for
the Warrandyte Historical Soci-
ety. But it is history of another
sort that their daughter
Catherine seeks to emulate.

The proud and decorated de-
fence force traditions of the
Bevan-Jones family are likely to
continue, with the graduation
of 24 year-old Catherine, from
naval college in December.
Catherine is now a fully-fledged
sub-lieutenant, following six
months spent at HMAS Creswell
in Jervis Bay, New South Wales.

Gina Bevan-Jones said she
was “pleasantly surprised”
when her daughter arrived
home after six months in Africa
and casually announced, two
days later, that she wanted to
join the Navy. This should not
have been too surprising, given
the military history of the fam-
ily.

Catherine’s great-grandfather
was in the medical corps in
WW]I, recipient of a most distin-
guished medal. “It was either
Victoria or Military Cross,”
Andy said. “It was rather unu-
sual to receive such a medal
working as a doctor.”

Andy’s father, John Andrew
Jones, was in the medical corps
in WW2, and his uncle, Sir
Edward Gordon-Jones, reached
the second-highest RAF rank-
ing—air-vice marshall—after
joining the British air force in

| the 1930s.

It may seem a daunting task

for Catherine to follow such tra-
ditions, but she is making good
progress. According to Gina,
the navy accepted only 9000 of
150,000 applicants last year.
Much lower was the percentage
of women.

She then became the only fe-
male of around 15 trainees to
win acceptance into the Jervis
Bay academy, and was recently
awarded the Commodore Sir
James Ramsay Award for best
academic performance during
her new entry officer course.

Catherine told the Diary she
“joined the navy looking for an
interesting and challenging ca-
reer and a lifestyle that gives
me the opportunity to travel.
The six months of the course
presented me with a range of
experiences that have chal-
lenged me both physically and
mentally.

“I am now looking forward to
moving on to more specialised
training in seamanship, naviga-
tion and warfare,” she said.

Andy is happy his daughter
has found what she wanted to
do. “A lot of kids do their jobs
for the incomes, even though
their heart’s not in it.”

Catherine graduated from a
five-year arts/science degree at
Melbourne University with the
intention of becoming a marine
biologist. She now wants to be
in submarines. “I keep telling
her they don't have windows in
submarines,” Andy said. “She
originally wanted to become a
marine biologist so she could
see the fish!”

s

i

Nude nuts for
a good cause

Six students at Warrandyte Primary School got the chop
last month when the school supported the Leukaemia
Foundations’ Shave for a Cure campaign. Bryce Shepherd,
Mark Johnstone, Josh Morris, Lachlan Humphris and Jack
Robson (all of Grade 3M) and Ben Robson (Prep J) all de-
clared they were willing to have their heads shaved to
help raise money for research and patient support serv-
ices. Funds raised totalled $885.

Shop 1-2
188 Yarra Street '
Warrandyte §

Bookings essential:

9844 2271

Bolero’s Café Restaurant introduces an exciting
NEW LUNCH MENU prices from $13.00

BOOK EARLY FOR MOTHER’S DAY

Open for Lunch & Dinner (ciosed Tuesday)

SUNDAY BREAKFAST 10.30AM-2PM ¢ FULLY LICENSED (BYO WINE ONLY)

FLAMENCO

GUITARIST
Saturday Nights



Nillumbik attempts
to ‘shrink’ Wedge

By FIA CLENDINNEN

Once again the Green Wedge is
the focus of fierce debate within
Nillumbik.

Last year the state govern-
ment released Melbourne 2030,
“a 30 year blueprint to curb Mel-
bourne’s urban sprawl and en-
sure sustainable growth.” A key
part of the new planning strat-
egy is legislative protection for

elbourne’s green wedges.

At the time, Bob Stubbings,
councillor for Yanakie ward,
told the Diary he was “de-
lighted” by the proposed legis-
lation. But he also said
Nillumbik council had some res-
ervations about the boundaries
which had been drawn around
the designated “growth cen-
tres”.

“We support the general prin-
ciple,” Cr Stubbings said. “But
we just want to work with the
government, as they have sug-
gested we could, to fine tune
the boundaries.”

It now emerges that Nillumbik
council has put in a submission
to the state government that
would seek to reduce the Green
Wedge by about 350 hectares.
This has outraged many within
the community.

Robert Marshall, an ex-
councilor, who served for 20
years in both the old Shire of
Eltham and the existing
Nillumbik council, and who has
been an outspoken critic of the
existing council, said the new
development was depressingly
true to form.

“This current council has
been behaving this way all
along, where they say they sup-
port the Green Wedge but it's
double speak,” Mr Marshall told
the Diary.

“They support the Green
Wedge but they purposefully
fail to add that they “want some
development.”

The controversy centres
round the demarcation of the
so-called Urban Growth Bound-
ary (UGB). Mr Marshall ex-
plained that the UGB was a con-
tinuous line encircling the sub-
urbs of Melbourne.

“The UGB meanders about,
zigzagging backwards and for-
wards around the existing ex-
tent of Melbourne’s residential

Appeal for

Following the recent devasta-
tion caused by the Victorian
bushfires, Manningham
YMCA is organising an a)

to st f es who
ost their homes and belong-
In#;lln the bushfires.

CA is looking for sup-
port from residents to donate
good quality, pre-loved
clothes to help thése families.

Donations of clothing can
be dropped off at
Manningham's Aquarena Fit-

COREY’S CLAN

zones,” he said.

Mr Marshall stressed that un-
der the state government’s blue
print no Green Wedge area had
been “captured” within the
UGB, thus deliberately protect-
ing it from further develop-
ment.

“And what the council wants
to do, is to move that UGB fur-
ther out to take in some of the
rural areas, which would then
enable the owners of that land
to subdivide.” He said that
“hundreds if not thousands™ of
new residential allotments
could be created.

Bob Stubbings was one of the
eight councillors who sup-
ported the council’s submis-
sion to the state government (it
was opposed solely by Greg
Johnson, from Wingrove Ward).
Cr Stubbings dismissed the fig-
ure of 350 hectares being
carved out of the Green Wedge
as a “back of the envelope” cal-
culation. While he agreed there
would be “pluses and minuses”
to the Green Wedge if the
boundaries were to be changed

firefighters

ness and Leisure Centre, 139-
153 Williamsons Road, Lower
Templestowe.

Manningham mayor, Cr
John Bruce, said he encour-
aged residents to get behind
the appeal.

“It is a wonderful opportu-
nity to assist other Victorian
families in their time of
need.”

Enquiries should be di-
rected to Ms Amanda Stoyan
on 0408 520 368.

he stressed that “in fact no fig-
ures are correct because that's
not what council is about”.

He said the council was sim-
ply putting up a proposal for
public discussion and accused
his opponents of not looking at
the situation clearly.

“I think we all come to the

public forum with our own per-

ceptions,” Cr Stubbings said.
“And we tend to narrow our vi-
sion so that we only see things
through the prism of our own
bias.

“We don’t see a larger picture
and we don’t want to hear a
contrary argument that may
have value. So we always want
to put the opposite construc-
tion on anyone who opposes
us.

Another criticism that has
been levelled against the coun-
cil has been about the high level
of rates. While many of the cur-
rent councillors made election
promises to reduce council
rates, this year Nillumbik has
yet again voted to increase
them.

By SYD & ONA

According to Robert Marshall,
this council has “had the high-
est rate increase in the history
of Nillumbik, two years in a
row”.

But Cr Stubbings emphasized
that while other councillors
had promised to deliver a cut
in rates, he had made no such
guarantee.

“In my campaign brochure |
said, ‘control of rates through
tighter budgetary control’.
There’s a big difference there.”

Cr Stubbings also said that
before being elected he did not
fully understand the council’s
financial position.

“When you are outside of
council you don’t have access
to the information. I didn’t
know what the situation was fi-
nancially. Now, having learnt
more about it I realise how ri-
diculous it would have been to
suggest lowering rates.”

In other news Lex de Mann
was once again elected mayor
of Nillumbik. Deputy mayor is
Tony Raunic.

L.ocals honoured

A number of Warrandyte resi-
dents were honoured to receive
Menzies Community Australia
Day Awards earlier in the year.
They included:

Alan Alder OAM, nominated
by Warrandyte Housing and
Support Services.

John Boyle, nominated by the
Warrandyte Festival Commit-
tee.

Judy Finger, nominated by
Warrandyte Housing and Sup-
port Services.

BIMBADEEN
NURSERY

PLANT
SALE

APRIL
Friday 25th & Sat 26th
10am-5pm
(or phone for appointment
till end of month)
104 Webb Street
Phone 9844 3906

John James, nominated by
the Warrandyte Business Asso-
ciation.

Glenn Lowther, nominated by
Warrandyte Housing and Sup-
port Services.

Shirley McCartin, nominated
for services to the disabled.

John Pepper, nominated by
the Probus Club of Warrandyte
and Park Orchards.

Susan Rowe, nominated by
Warrandyte Community Mar-

CELLARS

Shop 9 Goldfields Plaza
402 Warrandyte Road
(opp Football oval)
Warrandyte 3113
Telephone 9844 1993
Facsimile 9844 3469

OPEN 7 DAYS

— ample parking

Wine Education Workshops

“Take the journey inside the bottle”

Dates: Wednesdays 14, 21 & 28 May 2003 at 7-9pm
at the Warrandyte Community Centre
168-178 Yarra St, Warrandyte

Cost: $25 per person per session

Unravel the myths and facts of wine with a
common sense approach to learning.

Bookings: Phone lan Domeyer at Goldfields Cellars,
Shop 9, Goldfields Plaza
402 Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte on 9844 1993.

Bowel and Prostate Cancer
Wednesday 16 April 2003
7.30pm - 9.30pm
Warrandyte High School Theatre

Alexander Road, Warrandyte
Guest speaker Robbie Flower (Melbourne Football Club)
and specialists Mr Yee Chan, urologist, Dr James St John,
bowel cancer specialist and Mr Jason Ferris of
The Cancer Council Victoria

Men and Women welcome
Bookings essential RSVP 9 April, telephone 13 11 20

Light supper provided
7
Hosted by %!)9
The Cancer Council Victoria “y // s
and Warrandyte Lions Club Inc. Victorta

sque

The

Curtains and Accessories

* Free Measure & Quotation
* All Window Furnishings Available
* New Children’s Range

GREAT SALE

OF ODDMENTS
—Curtains, Tracks & Blinds
WARRANDYTE

158-160 Yarra Street

9844 0960

Email:
rsque@netspace.net.au

GOLDFI El.,@s Lindsay Hodgson
FINANCIAL Authorised Representative
MANAGEMENT

BONGIORN

FINANCIAL ADVISERS (AUST) PTY LTD
ABN 37097 8 T4
ensed Dealer in Securnities

P O Box 41 =
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Level 1/158-160 Yarra St
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Phone: (03) 9844 0300 Email: lhodgson@bongiorno.com.au .‘
Y ~ |

Fax:  (03) 9844 0311 I

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION
SALES AND SERVICE

Servicing the area for 36 years

Service to all makes of
Television, Video Cassettes,
Stereo Systems, Microwaves,
Antenna Systems Installed.

TV RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

Then why not convert to a
digital set topbox—now available.

27 Mitchell Avenue
Warrandyte 3113

Ph: 9844 3970
Mob: 0408 175 274

|PAUL’S DISCOUNT MOWING
: * Odd Jobs & Gutters ® Yard Maintenance 1
1 * Painting Service available 1

FOR QUOTATION PHONE 9844 3927

1 i
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Good range of Pots
Huge discounts on selected plants
All Seedlings $2.50 punnet

GARDEN CONSULTATION SERVICE AVAILABLE

NURSERY: 9844 2586

THE SOIL SHOP:
9844 3329 - 9844 1568
PICK UP & DELIVERY
7 DAYS A WEEK

1 MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE

“FORALL YOURBUILDING & GARDENING SUPPLIES

| ¥ THE

| D%y _ REPAIR
| W ‘,Fammm;mf"ons SHOP

‘ r

Economical Repairs to:

e TVs e  Microwaves e VCRs
e Computers e Hi-Fi e (D Players
e Toys e Games * Dryers

e Telephone Systems e ioio

9844 1858

Osteopathy

Postural Problems
Back & Neck Pain
Joint Pain * Sports Injuries
RSI « Headaches & Migraine
Sciatica
Back Pain During and After Pregnancy
Dr Sharni Leon

BN

dyte Nartural Therapies
Ibourne Hill Rd

9844 2465
Dr Richard Pearce

al Health

W

154

9870 4924

rOOMING Service

all Myroocic ~F
i OIS O

Call Linda on 9844 368

135 Harris Gully Rd Warrandyte 3113

Warrandyte
Veterinary Clinic
Mon-Fri: 9.30-11am & 4pm-6.30pm

Saturday: 9.30am-12 noon

WE CARRY A FULL
PET PRODUCT RANGE

Catering for all smagll animals,
exotics and wildlife.

Dr Derek J. Fairley .v.sc)
Lwr Cnr Melboumne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment—Phone 9844 3071

Master at malingering;
Jamie Oliver he ain’t

HERE is a gene for the

“directive question”. In

my experience it is uni-

versal, never recessive

and is only attached to
the X chromosome.

Although you may not recog-
nise the characteristic by its
official title, I'm sure some ex-
amples with make it clear.

Kids will recognise these.
“Would you like to clear the ta-
ble and wash up?” and “Would
you like to tidy your bedroom
for me?”

Husbands will recognise,
“Would you like to go and visit
Mum?” and “Would you like to
discuss the food and seating
arrangements for the next fam-
ily gathering?”

In a political speech we call
such questions “rhetorical”, but
on the domestic scene there is
only one word for them; “kill-
ers”. You see there is no re-
sponse other than YES unless
you want a 20 minute diatribe
about the need for shared re-
sponsibility and consideration
and selflessness as opposed to
selfishness and ingratitude.

So it was with a sense of im-
pending disaster that I heard
Herself trill as she left for work
on Saturday morning, “Would
you like to organise dinner?”

I feigned sleep but to no avail.

“Wouldn't it be nice for you to
organise for some friends to
come over for dinner tonight—
and for you to cook it? Bye! I'll
be home about six.”

My pique was short-lived then
sanity prevailed as | remem-
bered all the TV cooking pro-
grams. They manage to shop,

“For dessert

I couldn’t
make up my
mind between
galantine

of apples or
summer

pudding.”

prepare, cook and eat two,
three-course meals in half an
hour. Surely it wasn’t beyond
me to prepare a sumptuous
three courser in the same pe-
riod of time.

I emerged from bed mid-morn-
ing and decided that the first
thing to do was decide which
particularly exotic meal I would
choose.

I hadn’t realised until | started
searching through the cookery
books that there was so much
they seem to leave out on the
programs. Whereas they sug-

gest you “just whip up a vinai-
grette sauce” and leave it at
that, | was left wondering what
vinaigrette sauce is and
whether I should look for one
on the supermarket shelves
near the tomato sauce or
whether I should ask for a ripe
vinaigrette in the greengrocery.

I passed over that recipe, de-
ciding that Delia might be a
saint but that | was not yet
ready to be her disciple.

It was 11.30 and I was just a
tad nervous that I might be a
little behind schedule. How-
ever, | took heart in the fact that
Ainslee and Nigella, although a
fraction more expert than [, still
achieved so much in so little
time. I still had ages to go be-
fore the doorbell would ring.

I didn’t want to be accused of
incompetence so [ decided to
devote a few minutes to clear-
ing up what we were to eat. |
eliminated Indian as | wanted
something a little more compli-
cated than diced casserole
steak and VenCat curry powder.
If | were going to star, at least |
should show that I was more
than a “package chef”.

I quickly decided that Chinese
was my preferred option. Not
too complicated, with every-
thing stir-fried at the last mo-
ment. It didn’t think it could be
too difficult. On tele, they just
toss into the wok all those little
ramekins full of meats, herbs
and vegetables. If | went that
way, | could put off thinking
about preparation until later in
the afternoon. All | needed were
the ingredients.

A cursory look in the food

cupboard led me to question
Herself's organisational skills.
Where were the plastic contain-
ers full of ramekin produce? So
much for Chinese food! If things
were going to be made this dif-
ficult then I would be forced to
take matters into my own
hands.

It was all very well finding out
about the difficulties placed in
my way at four in the afternoon.
Obviously this was some sort of
payback. The gauntlet had been
thrown down but under unfair
conditions.

Right then I resolved to get
everything myself and show
that I can manage something as
simple as a dinner party meal.
Again I flew to the books.

By 5.30 I had narrowed it
down to Vichyssoise soup,
game pie with roasted potatoes,
broccoli and baby carrots with
a honey glaze. For dessert, |
couldn’t make up my mind be-
tween galantine of apples or
summer pudding.

My sister rang at six and
spoke for 20 minutes, so by the
time I was ready to head off to
the supermarket, I heard Her-
self’s car pull into the driveway.

When she opened the door |
was in bed with a perspiring
forehead and laboured breath.

“Good heavens! What's
wrong?”

“Nothing much. Just feeling
wretched. Didn’t want to bother
you at work. Sorry about to-
night. I'll struggle up and get
dinner or would you like to get
it for us instead?

ROGER KIBELL

ALL
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Yirgineed

MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, BLOWERS,
BRUSHCUTTERS

SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS AND EXPERT ADVICE

THE LEADING BRANDS INCLUDING
MASPORT, ROVER, VICTA, ECHO,
KAWASAKI, SHINDAIWA, JONSERED,
ATOM, GRANBERG AND MORE!

JACKSON COURT
MOWERS PLUS
16 JACKSON COURT
EAST DONCASTER

9848 2118

silver Crystal Jewellery

272 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113

Next to Post Office

near the bridge




A battle royal for Easter:
Bunny versus Bilby

AWN. It was the day

of the vernal equinox

and the people had

gathered. Faces

turned towards the
east, they watched in silent rev-
erence the fiery dome of the ris-
ing sun.

It had been a long hard win-
ter for these people of the
land—dark days, bitter cold
and frozen, fallow fields. But
they survived. Now they have
come together to welcome the
new season and give thanks to
Eostra, the shining goddess of
the growing light of spring, af-
ter whom the festival of Easter
was named.

Associated with these pagan
ceremonies were eggs, repre-
senting the beginning of life,
and hares—and later rabbits—
as symbols of fertility. In addi-
tion, cakes and bread were
baked, marked with a cross to
depict the sun wheel. All this
at least two thousand years
before Easter was adopted by
Christians for their own reli-
gious festival.

Easter obviously holds par-
ticular significance for Chris-
tians, but for non-believers here
in the Southern Hemisphere
where the seasons are reversed
the festival is meaningless. It
does however provide the per-
fect break from work and rou-
tine chores, and the opportu-
nity to soak up the last warm
rays of a weakening sun before
the inevitable onset of winter.

No matter what we think of
Easter, as Australians we
should feel uncomfortable
about using our country's
number one feral pest animal as
an Easter icon.

About six years ago a conser-
vation organisation teamed
with a chocolate manufacturer
to promote the Easter Bilby. It
was a double-edged campaign

Sanity

S midnight on March
31 draws nigh, the in-
evitable can no longer
be delayed. I speak, of
course, of a dreaded
tax return, due on the account-
ant’s desk in exactly six min-
utes. It’s got Buckley’s, but hav-
ing dragged myself kicking and
screaming to the overly stuffed
filing cabinet, I'd better at least
pretend to get on with it.

Of course we all know that a
tax return isn't really a tax re-
turn. Oh no. It’s a sinister gov-
ernment plot to assess not the
nation’s income, but its ability
to withstand psychological tor-
ture. Saddam Hussein isn’t the
only leader to tighten the
thumbscrews on his own peo-
ple. A succession of Australian
governments has been fine-tun-
ing the tax torture for years
now.

How do | know this? Call it in-
tuition. Why else would the tax
department send me a bundle
of individually labelled forms in
a foreign language? At least, it
looks a lot like English until I try
to read it. However, all becomes
clear when a second letter ar-
rives, asking me to return Form
X. I spend nearly an hour phon-

to draw attention

to the plight of one of Austral-
ia’s most endangered animals
and to replace the rabbit as our
national Easter emblem.

The Bilby was the obvious
choice having long-pointed rab-
bit-like ears and being one of
only two native Australian ani-
mals to live in burrows (the
other being the wombat). But
there the similarity ends. The
Bilby is a marsupial related to
bandicoots and, with its short
forelimbs, long hindlimbs and
elegant long white-tipped tail, is
more like a kangaroo than a rab-
bit. In addition, the Bilby is not
a grazing animal, it has a long

By MARILYN MOORE

ing the tax department to ex-
plain that I don't have a Form
X

They say don’t worry, that's
cool, they do post them out to
people but it doesn’t matter if
you don't send it back. A phone
call will do just as well. But
what have I told them on this
phone call that they didn't al-
ready know? Only that | have
never seen Form X. Of course,
this must be the Memory Test!
Or is it the Preliminary Intelli-
gence Test?

A month later another letter
arrives, threatening to chop off
my goolies and throw me into a
bottomless pit forever unless |
send the tax department a copy

sensitive
nose designed to sniff out
bulbs, seeds, and termites and
other insects from the soil and
sharp teeth for capturing small
lizards.

As a symbol of fertility the
Bilby fails dismally, breeding
only once or twice a year pro-
ducing two or, at the most,
three offspring at a time. Rab-
bits on the other hand have as
many as five litters of up to five
young per litter, per year.

Around the time of European
settlement Bilbies occurred in
over 70 percent of Australia.
There were two species then—
the Lesser and the Greater, the

former is now thought
to be extinct with the
last reported sighting
back in 1931, and the
Greater Bilby, with
only a few hundred
left in the wild, is
heading down the

same road. Ironi-
cally one of the
animals
pushing it

in that

direc-
tion is the
rabbit. Rabbits
compete for burrowing
sites, shelter and food, winning
the contest easily by sheer
force of numbers. Foxes have
also taken their toll on the lit-
tle marsupial, which is now
only found in desert areas
where rabbits and foxes
are absent or rare.

The Easter Bilby enter-
prise was commendable and
for a while did raise the profile
of the Bilby. But it could not be
sustained. As usually happens
it was generally the well-in-
formed and the concerned who
were prepared to pay a little
extra for the cause.

Easter Bilbies can still be
found, mostly in specialty
chocolate shops. They are not
cutesy or goofy, just uncompli-
cated replicas of the animal. But
they are competing with glitzy,
foil-packaged, buck-teeth bun-
nies for space on supermarket
shelves. They lose out, just like
their furred counterparts in the
wild and like them too the
Easter Bilby will probably suf-
fer the same fate.

follows form

of Form X immediately. A copy
of Form X. This is clearly a trick
question, but I'm onto their lit-
tle game now.

Unfortunately I don’t have any
Form Xs to make a copy of, so 1
spend the rest of the day on the
phone being passed from one
electronic rendition of a Chopin
polonaise to another. Or are
they all the same? Is this an-
other IQ test? No, it must be the
Patience Test. They won't catch
me out on that one! I resolutely
keep my temper.

Finally the 17th person I am
transferred to locates some-
body who can spare a moment
from the day's overwhelming
workload of Really Important
Stuff (like sending people nasty
letters). This good person has
never heard of Form X, either.
Fascinating! That makes two of
us. Perhaps he'd care to explain
the last letter I received?

“Ahhhhhhhh, you must mean
Form X! Yes, here it is. You re-
ceived Form X with a bundle of
forms we mailed you in Janu-
ary.”

“Sorry, my friend, but I re-
ceived nothing remotely like
Form X.”

“You most definitely did.”

“l most definitely did not.”

This could go on all day. I'd
already survived the Patience
Test, so this little repartee must
be being recorded for some sort
of in-house John Cleese theme
party. The Big Brother Is Watch-
ing You Test. Well, I wasn't go-
ing to play along with that one
either.

“Perhaps you could tell me
what Form X looks like. Has it
any distinguishing features? A
fake moustache perhaps?”

“Well, Mrs M, tell me: have
you any forms with a tiny red
‘Rin the top left-hand corner?”

“Er, yes, there's one here with
a microscopic speck under the
staple that might be a capital
‘R’. The page is called Form Y.”

Wrong! That teensy “R”, folks,
means that it's not Form Y at all,
but in actual fact the mysteri-
ous Form X. The bold heading
“Form Y" printed blackly across
the top of the page only takes
effect if and when the little red
“R” from under the staple is
absent.

Now why couldn’t I have
thought of that? Damn! | just
failed the General Knowledge
Test. Heaven help me when the
Sanity Test comes along!
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VIDEO

APRIL RELEASES...

MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING * RED DRAGON
GHOST SHIP » THE BANGER SISTERS * SWIMFAN
K19: THE WIDOWMAKER * CROCODILE HUNTER
BROTHERHOOD OF THE WOLF * INSOMNIA
106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113
PHONE 9844 0544

10Am-9»m SUNDAY TO THURSDAY
10Am-10pm FRIDAY TO SATURDAY

<4 H ® A 44 =EH © »

WATER PUMP
SALES/SERVICE

Fire Fighting

Household Water Pressure
Garden Watering

Tank Filling

FOR ADVICE IN SELECTING YOUR PUMP OR ASSISTANCE WITH SERVICE

Contact Geoff Day 9844 2423

135 Research Road, Nth Warrandyte

J.AC.
| Building

Bridal Millinery
Veils — Tiaras — Hats
Mother of bride - groom
Race Wear
made to order
samples in stock
SHOWROOM
52 The Boulevard
Warrandyte

ina

Lorraine Robertson

9844 1150

ABN.5S 654 605 417

A

W16 BLLPIT)y

SPECIALISING IN:
WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

EXTENSIONS - RENOVATIONS - PERGOLA'S

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES
~ WARREN COTTRELL ~

MOB: 0417 902 802

FIND US IN CYBERSPACE

Diary website: www.vicnet.net.au/~warrandy/
Email: thediary@vicnet.net.au

Counselling, Therapy
& Life Coaching

% Individuals & Couples
% Parenting & Family matters
% Depression & Seif esteem

Bernadette Walsh
BSc, BESc[Hons) Psychology
Adv Dip Gestalt Therapy

9844 1427

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

» Taxation Return Preparation
* Electronic Lodgement Service
* Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE

9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

Internationally acclaimed
musicians

Judith Hall, fluee
& Aleksandr Tsiboulski, guitar

in a wonderful concert

8pm Thursday, 24th April 2003
at Montsalvat
Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham

Program includes
Debussy
Ravi Shankar: Raga
Rodrigo
Villa Lobos

Piazzolla: Tangos

Tickets: Montsalvat $25 adults,
$15 concession (ID required)

Bookings: 9439 7712

Information: 9844 3796
or email yvre@virtual.net.au




Presents a
unique range of
Australian Native
Blends combined
with Australian
Organic Herbs

100% CRUELTY FREE

DOES NOT CONTAIN SODIUM LAURYL
SULFATE

THIS IS A BIODEGRADABLE PRODUCT

ALL HERBAL INGREDIENTS ARE FREE
OF GENETIC MODIFICATION

~ NO COLOUR PIGMENTS ADDED

COME BACK COUPON
($100 Shopping Voucher) ;
| l

Citizen of the Month ; Spend 100" in one transaction and

Gail Macrae
In recognition of many years of outstanding
service to the Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and
Arts Association

- receive a 39 gift voucher

3 * Total single transaction to exceed $100
B Conditions: Offer valid until 30/4/03. Original coupons only, no photocopies.
s t_t_t_t_.t_t. oo W ST e NN A N RN W W O DG SO NN N BN NN BN NN UM BN B RN O O BN B0

Victory

402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte

Telephone: 9844 3089 ® Facsimile: 9844 4866
Email: victoryiga@localgrocer.com.au
Website: www.victoryiga.localgrocer.com.au

PROUD MAJOR SPONSOR OF THE WARRANDYTE FOOTBALL CLUB




vicki gardiner and associates

real estate

Winners Manningham business award for real estate 2002
Introduction of “Sale by Tender”
100% success rate at auction
A big thank you to our clients from our team

Our expertise:

¢ tailored sales approach e customer service

e private sale e online presentations

® auction e information technology
e sale by tender ¢ property management

“complete real estate service...”

Vicki Russell Jenny
0427 310512 0413 947 676 0416 030 409
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ne devil walks in a dry place

The farmers They make a new noise—

though we weep for them in the evening’s faint breath

are used to it. No longer rustling.

Used to being Her victim. Crackling.

To Her withholding, A harsh lifeless sound.

withering hope Dead branches—

like the shrunken sheep leaves yet clinging,

and the puckered land; scrape aimlessly,
ominously.

Used to Her then

(seemingly with glee) It is just El Nino?
turning it on again; has our luck run out
emptying the sky. in this desert land?
or is She saying
The stuff of Hollywood— Think you can squander my tears forever?
the parched families Try going without

leaping and weeping
in the prodigal downpour.

But we damp green coastal folk KAREN THROSSELL
are used to “four seasons in one day”

one of them at least

wet.

Not used to the sameness,

the pale, heat-bleached sky

and the constant, still anticipation.
Not used to the tired gums
Moulting in despair.

Bendigo Bank

Your Property

Properties in Warrandyte are still in great
demand, with numbers of buyers anxiously
seeking homes in all price ranges.

ACN 068 049 178

Thank you Warrandyte

— our community bank
is happening!

The Chairman and Directors of Warrandyte Community Financial
Services Ltd wish to thank:

Our 327 shareholders to date.
Mayor, councillors & staff of Manningham Council, in particular Pat Young.
Mayor, councillors & staff of Nillumbik Council, in particular Bob Stubbings.

The steering committee members. Pam & Alan White from Harvey World
Travel and The Rotary Club of Warrandyte.
Brian Quinton and staff at IGA Warrandyte.
Colin Davis and Terry Oakley and The Lions Club of Warrandyte.
Gwenda and Neil Robb from The Bakery, Warrandyte.
Riveresqué Curtains — bank agency.

lan Cameron & Associates — accountants. Kearney Solicitors, Simon Kearney.

Wilson McDougall & Associates. Hurstbridge Community Bank — Dale Tresize,
Bruce Donnelly and the board, John Aitken (manager) and Lorelle (agency).

The Warrandyte Diary — Cliff Green, Sam Davies, Rae Danks and staff.
The Warrandyte Market Committee — Marjorie Lapworth and staff.
The Warrandyte Community Centre — Jock Macneish and Val Polley.
Andersons Creek Primary School. Warrandyte Community Association.
Warrandyte Business Association. Warrandyte Festival Committee.

Thank you from chairman, John Provan and directors, lan Cameron,
Walter Dewé, lvan Fulton, Jim lllopoulos, Simon Kearney, Val Polley,
Meredith Thornton, David Wareham and Andrew Wilson.

SPACE DONATED BY THE WARRANDYTE DIARY

If you are considering selling, please contact us
for an OBLIGATION FREE and CONFIDENTIAL
assessment of your home.

We can assure you of a personalised real estate
service, with every effort being made to effect a
sale at the best possible price.

Call us now, buyers are waiting to
buy your home!

163 YARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113

9844 1511

GLENN MARTIN JOHN SPENCER
9844 3535 9844 2593




Cross-dressing for victory

With Anzac Day
approaching,
BOB COX
remembers

the memorable
day WW2 ended
in Europe.

AY 8, 1945, 0800hrs.

RAF Station, Milden-

hall. Operational fly-

ing had been pretty

quiet for the last
week or so. Apart from flights over
Holland dropping food to the starv-
ing Dutch civilians, aircrews had
been filling their time playing
squash, hanging around briefing
rooms, reading or whatever took
their fancy. The food drops were
necessary because the Germans had
been confiscating most of the food
and sending it to Berlin to sustain
the German population. They too
were starving.

Today seemed like being different.
There was a sense of excitement in
the air. A parade was called, all air-
crew were to assemble in the brief-
ing room. And then it came. The CO
announced that the war in Europe
was over. We were all granted seven
days leave.

I owned a Ford 8 sedan, so after
hurriedly packing enough clothes to
see us out, |, along with my pilot and
two gunners, headed for London.
That was where all the action would
be.

After dropping the crew members
off 1 headed for Ealing where my
fiancé, Clare, rented the upstairs of
a house owned by an elderly widow.
We had planned to marry when the
war was over. Neither of us saw any
point in marrying before then be-
cause we had seen our share of
death and realised there were still
plenty of opportunities to see more.
Clare had been a volunteer ambu-
lance driver in the blitz of Plymouth
long before I arrived in England. She
worked as a clerical officer in the
naval dockyards by day and drove
an ambulance, as required, by night.
Yes, she had seen enough death to
appreciate the uncertainty of life in
England.

I had arranged to meet my crew at
either the Strand Palace Hotel or the
nearby Mooney's Irish House. Both
of my gunners and Clare are Irish so
it seemed a good idea. Clare, on the
other hand , was not aware that [ was
coming to London and had made ar-
rangements to meet some friends at
a pub in Swiss Cottage, a suburb
near where she lived. We agreed to
go to Swiss Cottage first and then on
to the Strand Palace.

WARS OVER.

ITS OK
SIR....TRE

Apparently, the authorities in Lon-
don, being well aware of the massive
crowds expected, had designated
certain of the “posh” hotels as be-
ing available for uniformed person-
nel only, as visitors. The Strand Pal-
ace was one such hotel. Mooney’s
Irish House, on the other hand was
what some would call a “blood-
house”. The problem of how would
Clare get into the Strand Palace, not
being in uniform, was considered.

The fairness of the decision in bar-
ring those not in uniform was dis-
cussed. After all, Clare had undoubt-
edly done more than me, as a
“Johnny-Come-Lately”, towards the
successful prosecution of the war.
But there was a solution to this.
Clare could dress in my best uniform
and | could wear my battle dress.
Her hair was a problem. My peaked
cap was many sizes too big but that
was the only way she could hide her
hair.

After a lot of merriment and cross-
dressing we took off as two RAAF of-
ficers on leave. Clare had suggested
that | should wear her dress so |
could understand her position. We
met our friends at Swiss Cottage but
after a few drinks we came to our
first unseen hurdle. Clare, being in
uniform and filling the role of a man,
had to breast the bar and buy a
round. Everything went well until a

very merry Canadian
army sergeant started
telling her how much he liked
Australians, accompanied by lavish
slaps on the back and a very extrava-
gant use of words that offend her
excessively even today. We managed
to rescue her after prying away her
new-found admirer.

The next hurdle was also
unforseen. What would be said to an
RAF officer when he attempted to go
into the ladies’ toilet? The possibil-
ity of slipping into the bushes out-
side was considered, but wisely dis-
counted. We did overcome that
problem by using a mass attack. Half
a dozen males made a mass entry
into the men’s, surrounding Clare
and she sought safety in a cubicle.

Time was running away so we de-
cided that we would head for the
Strand and try to find my crew. Find-
ing a parking spot was impossible,
so we just left the car and hoped we
could remember where it was.

At last, ahead was the Strand Pal-
ace. It was almost impossible to get
near the entrance but we managed
There were two porters barring the
way. They let us in one at a time un-
til they saw Clare. One said, “I am
sorry madam but you cannot go in”.
Anyway, it was worth a try.

And so Clare and I fought our way
along the Strand to Mooney's Irish

House, where we found my two gun-
ners.

The percentage of true Irish in the
pub was very high. Thousands of
Irish came to England during the war
to either work or to join the British
forces. My two gunners, George
Doherty and Bill Kenny, deserted
from the Irish army, disappointed
that Ireland did not declare war on
Germany when England did. They
flew as gunners in the RAF whilst
declared deserters in Ireland. After
the war they were pardoned and
given honourable discharges from
the Irish army.

That aside, the story of VE Day
would not be complete without the
happenings inside Mooney's Irish
House being told. We managed to
find enough space at the rear of the
bar and get some beer.

Within 10 minutes all hell broke
loose. An argument broke out a few
metres along the bar from where we
were holed up and two women took
off their steel-capped stiletto shoes
and started belting one another. By
the time half a dozen men stepped
in to placate the women there was
blood everywhere. George, Bill and
I got between the fracas and Clare
to shield her and the beer was
turned off. Irish people really know
how to enjoy themselves. What a
wonderful end to a terrible war.

Anzac Day
Service in
Warrandyte

Warrandyte RSL Sub-Branch is
expecting another big turnout

Anzac Day march and memorial
service.

The biggest crowd in recent
memory attended last year's
ceremony and that trend —
perhaps generated by events of
September 11, 2001 — was
general throughout Australia

This year's Yarra Street march
will start at 10.30am from the
car park next to The Club Store
and will be led to the RSL me-
morial grounds opposite the
bridge by piper Lachian
McSwain.

The memorial service will be
conducted there by Father
Garry Gason, of St. Stephen's
Anglican Church.

A feature will be choir work by
the Bellbird Singers. Refresh-
ments will be served in the
clubrooms immediately after
the service.

on Friday, April 25, for its annual

Key Decisions

88.6.

——

Nillumbik Shire Council

These are some of the decisions made
by Council in March 2003. If you would
like any extra information visit our
website www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au for
full business papers and Council
monthly meeting dates. Next Council
meeting is 16 April 2003 at 7.30pm at
the Shire Offices. All welcome or listen
to the broadcast on Plenty Valley FM

niLLums k Customer Service 9433 3111

Transport and Infrastructure
Approved the application forPride of Place grant for

$153,000 for Hurstbridge Railway Precinct improvement
works. Considered the proposed dollar-for-dollar Council

contribution of $153,000.

Authorised corsultation on a special charge scheme for the
Parker Road/Taylor Road area and the Rose Avenue area,
Hurstbridge on proposed road and drainage construction.

Declared a special charge for the purpose of constructing
Osborne Road, North Warrandyte.

Awarded the tender for construction of sewer reticulation
for 372-382 Ryans Road, Diamond Creek to Crowley
Excavations.

Awarded the tender for road shoulder stabilisation and
sealing of Research-Warrandyte Road and Kangaroo
Ground-Wattle Glen Road to MJ Construction Group P/L.

Resolved to keep the current 50km/h speed limit on the
residential section of Broad Gully Road, Diamond Creek.

JiT;

conditions.

Resolved to proceed with the sale of land at Diamond

G Land Use, Planning and Environment
" Hills Drive, Greensborough subject to a number of

Resolved to issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Planning

Permit for 111 new dwellings at 165 Diamond Creek Road
and 9-11 Diamond Hills Road, Greensborough.

Resolved to issue a Notice of Decision to grant a permit
for works at Kangaroo Ground Memorial Tower.

Adopted the Nillumbik Community and Council

Governance

Greenhouse Action Plan.

Adopted Amendment C10 Diamond Creek Road Business
Area as it relates to the Design and Development Overlay
Schedule 4 (as modified).

oWt Elected Councillor Lex de Man as Mayor of Nillumbik
Shire Council for 2003-2004. Councillor Tony Raunic
was elected Deputy Mayor.




Bring birds to
your garden

ROOFING PTY LTD
Metal Roofing,
Guttering & Downpipes

Licensed Roof Plumber
Lic No: 31401

Ph: 9844 3619

Mob: 0411 267 490

BRADLEYS BUSHSCAPE
9844 1441 SUPPORT DIARY

ADVERTISERS

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK
PAVING
Etc.

Phone:

Bud Stringer
9844 2448 or
Alex Stringer
9876 6007
Mob 0414 761 754

Poq"&u'“o(
PET GROOMING
The complete grooming
service naturally

Certified Dog Groomer
and Veterinary Nurse

Warrandyte 9844 0435

ANDERSONS CREEK CEMETERY TRUST

Applications are invited from residents prepared
serve as honorary Trustees. The Trust is responsible
for the management of the cemetery under the
Cemeteries Act (1958) and reports, through
the Department of Human Services to the State
Government. Brief, written expression of interest,
outlining any involvement in community acrivities
aind relevant areas of expertise, should be forwarded to:
The Secretary, Andersons Creek Cemetery Trust
PO Box 144, Warrandyte 3113
by April 30, 2003.

EDITORIAL AND AD COPY
: LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
Hall & Rooms
for hire WARRANDYTE
Specnf:(a)lrrates *xk GLAss *x
Warrandyte residents now incorporating
WARRANDYTE WINDOW CLEANING
COMMUNITY CENTRE SERVICE

Phone: (03) 9844 4503 All types of

glass, glazing,

mirrors, shower
screens

cleaning & repairs

Terry Ryan

9879 0373 or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

FIND US IN
CYBERSPACE

Diary website:
www.vicnet.net.au/
~warrandy/

Email:
thediary@vicnet.net.au

) Australia Post

m Giftware m Greeting Cards
m Photocopying m Faxes sent and received
m giroPost Bill Paying Service m EFTPOS
= Commonwealth Bank & National Bank Agency
= Foxiel & Manningham City Council Rates can now be paid here
m Private Post Boxes available for $1 per week
m Agent for Penguin Dry Cleaners

PARK ORCHARDS POST OFFICE

Shop 6, 13 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards
Telephone: 9876 1291 » Fax: 9876 1443
Proprietor: Harold & Michelie Bradfield

Welcome

home,
Juay!

By YVONNE LINTON REID

HEN Judy Gardner first

played the flute in

Warrandyte it was at an

Arts Association Music

Group soiree in the
Dooley’s wonderful old house by the river
sometime in the 1960s. She was about 20,
and she told us all not to look at her mouth
as she was playing because it “looked
weird”. She had been playing the flute again
for only a few months, after a long break. |
can't remember whether we obeyed her in-
structions, but 1 do recall that everyone was
transported by the music and wanted her
to come back.

Judy’s mother was a pianist and although
she encouraged her gifted daughter, be-
cause her father was a Methodist minister
and the family moved between various
country centres in New South Wales, there
was not always a music teacher available
to encourage Judy's obvious talents.

She played recorder well and at 10 had
begun to play flute but it wasn’t until she
was at New England University, at the ex-
traordinary age of 16, that she began to play
seriously.

Another move brought them to Victoria,
and at Melbourne University she was, as
she says, distracted by the social life of uni
and again the flute was neglected.

She graduated in psychology, and found
work with some management consultants
and not long after married young architect
Peter Hall. They had been married for about
a year when on one of their many visits to
us in Warrandyte they decided to move
here and bought a block in Valias Street.
Peter was going to design a house and they
were to build the next year. Destiny, in the
shape of a call from one of her old flute
teachers, decreed otherwise. Jean Pierre
Rampal was in town and her old teacher
was keen for her to audition for his tel-
evised master class. She says she didn’t be-
lieve for a minute that she'd get in because
she hadn't practised for so long, but she
played Debussy's Syrinx and was accepted.

Rampal im-
pressed.

Within a couple of
months she and Pe-
ter found them-
selves packing for
Europe. They had
decided she should
take up the invita-
tion to attend
Rampal’s summer
school in Nice. Pe-

was

ter was keen to ex- 0
plore his profession -
in other parts of the A D

Judy Gardner

world, so they were
off to London via
France. New baby
Anna was included in the packing. Valias
Street was put on hold for the year or so
they intended to stay.

In London Judy kept up the flute, playing
occasionally with small amateur orches-
tras, while Peter found himself in a rising
career with a top firm of London architects
and a second daughter, Imogen was born.
Someone suggested that Judy audition for
Colin Davis for a place in the Covent Gar-
den Orchestra and again, not really believ-
ing she had a hope, she went to the audi-
tion and came away from it with an appoint-
ment—oprincipal flute for one of the world’s
leading opera orchestras!

She kept that place for seven years, and
then took off on a solo career which has
taken her to all the major concert halls in
Europe and Britain, as well as tours in more
unusual places like Turkey and India. She’s
also made ten CDs in which the flute has
been accompanied variously by guitar,
harp, piano, ensembles and full orchestra.

She has played in orchestras with many
of the world’s leading conductors and great
musicians, and she’s also formed several
chamber groups herself.

One of these innovations was Entra'acte,
with flute in unusual combination with
clarinet and piano. This ensemble played
Judy's own arrangements of various works
of Debussy, and some of Le Six Milhaud,

Poulenc, and Honegger, played as accom-
paniment to silent films. Many Warrandyte
people will remember the concert at the
high school when they were on an Austral-
ian tour about 10 years ago. A couple of
years later she was here again with guitar-
ist Tim Walker.

The Valias Street property was reluctantly
sold when both careers were flourishing in
Britain and they needed to buy a house in
London. Peter had gained a reputation for
restoration of ancient National Trust build-
ings and design for extensions to existing
ones, for instance the Tate Gallery. They
moved from London about eight years ago
to a lovely old house in Bovey Tracey,
Devon but both still get homesick for Oz
and visit as often as they can.

Judy will be in Australia again during
April, playing in Brisbane, Sydney, Canberra
and Melbourne. She is accompanied this
time by another guitarist, brilliant young
Kiev-born Australian Aleksandr Tsiboulski.
The programs will include Rodrigo,
Debussy, Villa Lobos, some Piazzolla Tan-
gos and the most wonderful Raga of Ravi
Shankar. We were to have a concert at St
Stephens, but unfortunately Aleksandr has
had to change his plans for that date, so
our only chance to hear them close to home
is at Monsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham
at 8pm on Thursday , April 24.

Fond memories of Ken

In February we published
an obituary marking the
passing of former
Warrandyte councillor and
well-known personality
Ken McKenzie. JEAN
CHAPMAN and LOUISE
JOY share some more
memories of his time in
Warrandyte.

EN McKenzie was on

the board and then

joint volunteer man-

ager with Jean

Chapman of the
Warrandyte Community Work-
shop Co-operative (“the Co-
op”) during the 1980s.

One famous incident Jean re-
members is when she was busy
doing the books one morning in
the front office of the Co-op.
This was in the ramshackle
buildings of Aggie Moore's fruit
shop and tearooms before the
magnificent new Community

Ken McKenzie: proclaiming the rights of the citizenry in his

individuals with their families
in conflictual situations. After a
year as volunteer manager of
the Co-op, when he needed to
go back to a paying job, Ken
talked Jean into becoming a Jus-
tice of the Peace so that local
people would have access to
the services of a JP during the
day.

Ken was a gnome-like man
with a plethora of physical ail-
ments which seemed to make
him more understanding of peo-
ple with illness or outsiders to
society. Yet he was a bridge to
the inside world of authority
and this is what made him so
effective. He could wheel and
deal with the best of them to
save a tree, find more money for
the football oval, support the
cricket club or the RSL and yet
he had time for a young mother
with schizophrenia who was
struggling to raise her three
children.

One of Ken's endearing quali-
ties was his relationship with
his mother, Alice Watson, still

Monday to Friday: 9am-5pm Saturday: 9am-12noon J

\

Centre was built. Suddenly she
saw men from the council ap-
proaching the huge elm trees
on the other side of the road
with chainsaws calculated to
bring branches off them. She
rushed over with the full might
of her authority as Co-op man-
ager to tell them to stop. They
claimed they needed to lop the
trees in order to get their ma-
chines in to clear the drain.
This did not satisfy Jean who
phoned Cr Ken McKenzie just
up the road in David Road.

parliamentary appointment as Lay Observer to the
Barristers’ and Solicitors’ Tribunal.

Within minutes he was down at
the elms and all operations
ceased at his command. Jean
noticed Ken's pyjamas poking
out the top of his trousers.
Jean's daughter Jenny said,
“The only surprising point to
the story was that Ken did not
rush down in his pyjamas to
stop the tree lopping”.

Such was the responsiveness
of the man who he could always
be relied on to be there in situ-

ations of personal distress or
council provenance. Ken organ-
ised that the workers use a
much smaller machine that did
not involve any more tree lop-
ping to clear the drain.

Louise remembers seeing ex-
cellent court reports written by
Ken to support youths of
Warrandyte in trouble with the
law. He did not seek to excuse
but he understood family cir-
cumstances and he stood by

striking at over 80 in her Eura-
sian beauty. “Kenny” she would
say, like most mothers still
treating their distinguished
adult sons like boys, “will fix it
but just you tell him I sent you.”
She ruled supreme in the Op-
portunity Shop based at the
ramshackle former garage in
Yarra Street. (We were very
ramshackle in those days.)
Ken was a most unusual char-
acter who raised people’s spir-
its and gave everything he had
to the Warrandyte community.



Honouring our young artists

WARRANDYTE
YOUTH

AWARD
2002-03

Words by MEAGHAN O’CONNOR
Pictures by SANDY BURGOYNE

ARRANDYTE is a

place where art is

celebrated and

welcomed. Earlier

this month saw the
culmination of Warrandyte's 2002-
2003 biennial Youth Arts Award. Young
artists from the community aged 18 to
25 are encouraged to enter. The award
is unique, with $6000 prize money, do-
nated by the Lions Club of Warrandyte,
on offer.

Cliff Green, one of the founders of the
award, explained that “the award is
designed for the widest fields of artis-
tic endeavour for individuals right on
the edge of great careers. The aim of
the award is for the winner to have
enough money to fly to Europe and
back to further their career. However
how the award money is spent is en-
tirely up to the individual.”

This year, a short list of seven tal-
ented young people emerged from the
assessment process, with each candi-
date being assessed by three leading
practitioners in their particular field.
These assessors’ reports are the ba-
sis for the final decision. This year the
award went to Erin McKimm, musician
and producer of computer generated
music.

No-one was more surprised than Erin
when the final announcement was
made. He said that “in the initial stages
I was a bit reluctant about entering, as
I only looked at the awards in terms of
such traditional art forms as sculpture,
painting, singing and dancing. | was
thinking how does my art form fit in,
how will it be recognised as an art
form?”

Erin McKimm has grown up in
Warrandyte, attending Warrandyte Pri-
mary and Warrandyte High schools.
Erin’s father is a professional musician,
so music runs deep in his family. “I
learned music from a very young age,
and my mum and dad encouraged it
around the house,” he said. When he
was 13 he got his first synthesiser. He
began “mucking around” with compu-
ter sequences, moving on from the
more classical styles of music to play-
ing in rock bands.

At 17, Erin went on a student ex-
change program to South America and
submerged himself in a completely dif-
ferent style of music. “I got into dance
music as opposed to alternative rock.
This is where | was first forced to
dance. | was there a week and | went
to this school party. | was physically
dragged out to dance by all these girls.
After that I never looked back!”

On Erin’s return to Australia he be-
gan formal studies at Deakin Univer-
sity, but by the end of second year his
passion for sound had exhausted all
related subjects and he moved to RMIT
where he graduated in sound speciali-
sation.

Whilst at university he explored tech-
niques and began writing his own mu-
sic. “I had to teach myself how play
drum and bass. Over the years |
worked out different ways to make my
music with very basic equipment as |

Lion’s president Daniel Singh
congratulates arts award winner
Erin McKimm.

couldn’t afford much. This has given
me skills in sound and it is through my
music that | was able to get work in
this industry.”

Erin currently works with local
sound specialist Brian Laurence, pre-
paring tracks for soundscapes, instal-
lation and surround sound, images for
various short films, commercials and
corporate documentaries.

The Warrandyte Youth Arts Award
provided new opportunities for Erin.
“Through the assessment process |
met some great people, and the prize
money is fantastic as it has allowed me
to jump forward a year, | can now buy
some much needed equipment. It is a
real boost to know that the assessors
believed in what 1 was doing. All it
takes is one person to believe, it re-
ally gives you clarity. | got to go to the
coolest studio in Melbourne and listen
to the best studio speakers; just sit
where the guru sits and listen to the
latest groove terminator stuff for com-
mercial release.”

WARRANDYTE
YOUTH

Sandy Givens: guest speaker

£ N
Melissa Ki

ng: finalist

Walter Magilton: local artist

MEET THE FINALISTS

CECELIA BEDFORD is currently
studying photography full time
at BMIT . She photographs a
wide range of images, but her<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>