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State Park
may benefit
in budget

By SAM DAVIES

Warrandyte’s police sta-
tion will be rebuilt, and
national park funding
across Victoria boosted
as part of the state gov-
ernment budget, an-
nounced earlier this
month.

The police station is one of 34
across the state to be rebuilt.
Labor MP for Yan Yean, Danielle
Green, said rebuilding the sta-
tion had been an election prom-
ise.

“The station is pretty old.
We've had a commitment to not
only make the stations better
for the community, but also so
support staff and police could
have a decent place to work.”

Ms Green could not go into
specifics. The new station
would likely be on the same
site, though she could not yet
say when construction would
begin, or what arrangements
would be made to accommo-
date local police during con-
struction.

Liberal MP for Warrandyte,
Phil Honeywood, said he would
“believe it when he saw it". He
said a new police station was
first promised five years ago,
and this budget had not allo-
cated “one dollar” in the next
12 months, to start construc-
tion.

Parks state-wide received
$121.2 million, though the exact
breakdown for each park—in-
cluding Warrandyte’s alloca-
tion—will not be announced
until July.

The state-wide parks funding

includes $49.4 million for up-
grading parks facilities to at-
tract more visitors and ensure
public safety, and $19 million
for weed and pest control in
parks, including an additional
18 staff.

“It’s a lot of money, 'm abso-
lutely positive Warrandyte will
be having a share in that fund-
ing increase,” Ms Green said.

But Mr Honeywood said an
increase in the number of na-
tional parks, such as in the
Otways, would dilute the gen-
eral funding increase. “At the
local level, by the time it trick-
les down, Warrandyte still
won’t get what they were get-
ting under the Liberals.

“Last year funding was in-
creased from $10,000 to
$36,000, but that is still 60 per
cent less than the Liberal gov-
ernment provided,” Mr Honey-
wood said.

Also in the parks’ budget is
$20 million to maintain and up-
grade public roads in state for-
ests, $2.8 million to protect na-
tive vegetation on private land,
and $10 million for a public
parks acquisition program to
acquire land that may be re-
quired for future parks.

Ms Green said she would
lobby strongly for the acquisi-
tion program to include a con-
tinuous park from Warrandyte
to Kinglake, including the Bend-
of-Isles section of the Yarra.

Ms Green and Mr Honeywood
will answer questions at the
Warrandyte Community Asso-
ciation’s public forum and an-
nual general meeting on Thurs-
day, May 12 at the new North
Warrandyte Community Centre
in Research Road.

WARRANDYTE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
'« PUBLIC FORUM

North Warrandyte Community
Centre, Research Road

Thursday, May 12, 8pm
Everyone urged to attend!
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Why Disneyland
aleaf from our B

A worldwide search by
, the Disneyland people
has ended right here in
Yarra Street. Bruce
Jackson, 47, of GoldReverre stu-
dio, has won a major contract
to do all the gold leaf lettering

| on shop windows along “Main

Street USA,” a replica of a pio-
neer American township which
will be the centrepiece of Dis-
neyland Hong Kong. Goldleaf
lettering has become a bit of a
dying art — but not so with
Bruce, who has made it a clas-
sical extension of his back-
ground in traditional sign-
writing. “It's basically a Western
tradition,” he says, “and Disney
couldn’t find the skills in Hong
Kong.” Hence the international
search. Bruce was contacted in
January 2004 and invited to
submit a sample of his work to
adesign team in California. The
tender went out in March to a

| handful of people considered

| capable of handling the project.
Bruce, who led a team of five to

Hong Kong on April 30, admits
he’s never tackled anything on

| this scale. “It was a bit daunt-

ing, especially within the tight
time frame,” he says. “This is by
far the biggest project around

| for gold leaf sign work. Most

gold leaf jobs are special
projects of high quality but usu-
ally on a small scale. Complet-
ing the tender itself was a huge
undertaking — 300 pages of
documentation with detailed
specifications for more than
140 separate signs.” Disneyland
Hong Kong is being built on
Lantau island and is expected
to open in September. So if you
ever get there and find yourself
walking along Main Street USA,
raise your 10-gallon hat to the
Warrandyte bloke who made a
golden contribution to it.
'? stay at the Marysville
Hotel during their an-

nual golfing weekend up there
and it is a tribute to the pub

The Warrandyte Ten-
nis Club chaps like to

| management’s tolerence and

forgiving nature that they are
allowed back next time. Of
course, bar takings soar over
that particular weekend, so
maybe the pub can't afford not
to have them back. Anyhow,
club president and Page 2 domi-
nator Neil Dusting set a fine ex-
ample on last month’s pilgrim-
age by being first to bed on Sat-
urday night — not a unique
event, actually, because he
lacks the stamina of some of his
peers and generally signals an
early night by buying a big
round of fancy drinks and

| sneaking off to the sack. But

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

Readers are advised that the Warrandyte Diary accepts no responsibility for

financial, health or other claims published in advertising in this newspaper.

Copy closes last Friday of each month §

OUR NEWSPAPER

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it
has retained its strong community character, being produced
by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community.
Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-for-
profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice.

The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people,
environment and character of the place it serves. Its monthly
circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and
Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the
Yarra River, some 24km from Melbourne. For countless ages
a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in
1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold
discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the
Australian nationalist arts tradition. Although now a commuter
suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely
retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of
that spirit.
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IN RED & WHITE

Honkers here we come! Bruce
Street studio.

there was to be no early night
this time ... because his room-
mate Lex McDonald was in
party mode and when he even-
tually found his way to bed he
snored quite loudly enough to
wake the long-departed. Neil
swears the snoring stopped
just the once — and then only
long enough to accommodate
another bodily function. Lex
McDonald shall henceforth be

known as “Chuck”.
'? week for Chuck. Hav-
ing sworn he had given
up smoking forever, he walked
to the local footy on May 7 and
was caught red-handed buying
a packet of fags at IGA by the
lovely Karen, who'd followed
him at a distance. Karen is

quite a detective.
~$ horizons, Neil Dusting
and his close mate
Ross Thomas were about to join
Donvale Bowling Club when
they discovered it had only a re-
stricted liquor licence, so they
settled instead on Ringwood.
And didn’t Ross make an im-
pression on debut in night com-
petition there! Won the mem-
bers’ $50 cash draw — which
just covered the fine imposed
for totally misreading the bias
and sending his very first bowl
across five rinks. We think that
Ross is going to take time to
pick up even the fundamentals
of lawn bowls (sometimes un-
kindly referred to as old men’s
marbles) because at his second
outing at Ringwood he stuffed
up the bias again and his first

Actually, it turned out
to be a pretty ordinary

Forever seeking exten-
sions to their sporting

Jackson at work at his Yarra

shot followed precisely the
same path. This time, though,
there was no raffle money to
cover the fine. He shall be
known henceforth as “Wrong-

way Ross”.
'$ sional Page 2 super-
star Alan “Coatsey”
Koetsveld has had the good
sense, since suffering a minor
stroke a couple of years back,
to have a brain scan when the
doc so suggests. And as he
headed off for the latest he de-
clared: “I can guarantee they
won't find a thing!” Now there
are two ways of looking at that.
$ ence of kindergarten,
tagging along with
mum to a working bee at the
Taroona Avenue centre. And he
was clearly anything but over-
awed by the experience. Back
later at the grandparents’ place
in Webb Street, doting grandpa
asked the obvious question: “So
what did you do at kinder?” “I
farted,” said the kid. Oh.
'? Jean Chapman, an oc-
casion celebrated a
day early on May 1 surrounded
by some 60 family members and
friends at a barbecue at
Stiggants. Jean has long been
one of Smokey's favourite la-
dies — not just because she’s
done a helluva lot for this town
and is the matriarch of our most
illustrious cricketing family but

very significantly because she’s
always been a real sweetie.

A pig-headed old sod
he might be, but occa-

He's two-and-a-half
and it was first experi-

The happiest of 80th
birthdays from us to

#

has taken
ruce’s book
&

Warrandyte Football
Club's avowed policy
of building their future
around home-grown
youth may be all very com-
mendable — but we thought
signing up a day-old baby might
be carrying the policy to ex-
tremes. Still, the lad is “bred in
the purple”, as the horse racing
fraternity might say. Finnian
Cornell (Finn for short) arrived
on April 27, son of Jaki and
former Bloods captain Chris, a
very classy footballer who re-
tired at the end of last season
and is now runner for the sen-
iors. Early indications are that
Finn could develop in the
Jonathon Brown mould. He
weighed in at 91b 90z and if
there's anything the Bloods
have been lacking in recent sea-
sons it's a bit of bulk.

There's no doubting
the contributions of
former president Jeff
Evans to the footy club
— but one thing he refuses to
do is wash his plate for the can-
teen staff after dining at Thurs-
day night training. It's devel-
oped over a couple of years into
a private war with canteen vol-
unteer Lisa Ryan, who fired a
telling shot last month by stick-
ing the unwashed plate in a
plastic bag and delivering it to
Jeff's place at Wonga Park. Jeff
responded by taking it all the
way to a Bendigo racing stable,
where he has a couple of
horses, and having it washed by
the kitchen staff there. He then
returned it, squeaky clean, to
the footy club. Watch this

space.
‘? your native garden
available right now
from the Friends of Warrandyte
State Park nursery: The hop or
straight wattle (Acacia stricta),
quick growing to a height of
around four metres and prun-
ing will make it bushy. Adapt-
able to most soils. Likewise the
woolly pomaderris (Pomaderris
lanigera), an attractive shrub
with large soft leaves adorned
with rusty coloured hairs on
the underside of the leaves and
on new growth. Produces clus-
ters of bright yellow flowers in
spring. The nursery is at the
rangers depot at Pound Bend
and its manager will happily
field your inquiries on 0408 317
327.

And a couple of very
worthy additions to

Smokey
Joe
N

o

HE WANTE To KNow
IF 1 PAckED THIS
Pouck mMyseLr.........
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By SAM DAVIES

Five historic lead-light windows
will be removed from the newly
vacated former Gospel Chapel
on Yarra Street, if an application
for extensive refurbishment
goes ahead.

The windows, dating back to
1948, were donated to the
chapel by five prominent local
families including the Drys-
dales, who built the Golden
Gate Store at the West End, and
the Speers family who donated
the land on which the chapel
was built.

Dwayne Schuyler, who has
been a co-owner of the chapel
over the past two-and-a-half
years, said the lead-light win-
dows were in poor condition,
and had not been included in
the renovation plans because
they were not sure how much
it would cost to keep them.

“I know there is history in the
windows, but the frames are
rotten, there are breakages in
the glass, they have not been
looked after. We want to redo
the chapel to its former glory.
If there are objections, then we
would have to look into it,” Mr
Schuyler said.

Plans for the refurbishment
include replacing all windows
with longer panes and clear
glazing, constructing a timber
decking, restumping the build-
ing, and replacing asbestos ce-
ment sheeting.

Warrandyte Historical Society
president Jo Laurence, said she
was sympathetic to the refur-
bishment. She said while ideally
the windows would stay put,
they may otherwise be ceded
back to the families or kept at
the Historical Society.

Ms Laurence has been track-
ing down relatives of the fami-
lies who donated the windows
to discuss what should be done
with them. Resident John Tho-
mas, whose family donated a
window, has lodged an objec-
tion.

The Warrandyte Community
Association’s Kerrie Boyle said
they would object to the re-
moval of the windows. “The
owners are trying to do the
right thing, but it would be a
shame if they ended up being
kept out in somebody’s back-
yard,” she said.

Of greater concern to WCA is
the proposed extension of deck-
ing around the building. “We are
quite concerned about any in-
crease to the existing footprint
of the building, enabling expan-
sion of commercial activities.
This could be setting a danger-
ous precedent,” she said.

Mr Schuyler said he was open
to suggestions, but the condi-
tion of the windows limited the
options. “To take them out and
put them back in—the leadlight
would just fall apart. The
chance of survival after pulling
them out isdpretty slim, and to
get new lead-lights defeats the
whole purpose,” he said.

Once the renovations are
completed, the building will be
re-leased, though uses are re-
stricted as the building is clas-
sified in urban floodway zoning
and has historical overlays.

Previous tenant, Sandi Symes
who ran the Club Store, fare-
welled the property after nine
years residence, and 12 in
Warrandyte, on Anzac Day
weekend.

A resident of Warrandyte for
40 years, Ms Symes said the
township was no longer getting
the tourists and visitors for the
business to remain viable.
“There’s no goldmines to visit,
and there’s been a lot of bad
publicity about the Yarra River
and its pollution, and the tun-
nel is fenced off,” she said.

“It's a shame when Warran-
dyte was an old village, and is
now becoming a boring shop-
ping centre. We're missing out
on our art and pottery.”

The business is moving to
Sydney Road, Brunswick.
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Memorial windows marked for removal. (Pictures courtesy Warrandyte Historical Society)

Meetings important for town'’s future

By SAM DAVIES

Consultants commissioned through
the Pride of Place grant to overhaul
Warrandyte's signage, will present
their ideas to the community at a
public meeting this month.

David Lancashire Design has au-
dited Warrandyte's many signs to
see what can be removed consoli-
dated or re-des

The public will be lnvlled to see
the new concepts for signs within
the Yarra street precinct, including

rate signage for Man am,
offer estions and feedback.

The Warrandyte Community Asso-
ciation's Kerrie Boyle, said the com-
munity needed to attend the meet-

t's important the community
comes to look, so they can see the
designs are what they want, and

whether they cover all the areas
they want,” she said.

A mee with traders was sched-
uled in early May.

Ms Boyle said it was important
that traders were involved in the

rocess. “If they don’t come on

it will be difficult,” she said.

But she congratulated council of-
ficers on their enlhusiasm. “They
have been ver: portive of trying
to get Warran yte k to what it
was like before this signage got out
of control,” she said.

“Anything that minimises the
:Sns will be fantastic,” Ms Boyle

The community meeting will be
held at the Senior Citizens
Clubrooms in Taroona Avenue on
Wednesday, May 18 commencing at
7.30pm.

The Warrandyte Community Associa-
tion public forum, to be held at the new
North Warrandyte Community Centre
in Research Road on Thursday, May 12,
will give locals an opportunity to quiz
and question council and parliamen-
tary representatives.

As previously reported, WCA presi-
dent Jonathan Upson has assured resi-
dents that he will do all he can to pre-
vent politicians and councillors domi-
nating the proceedings.

“In response to feedback from last
year's meeting, we will be trying our
best to limit the length of speeches and

responses in order to provide the pub-
lic with more opportunities to vt
their concerns and ask questions,
told the Diary.

Among the speakers will be Danielle
Green (MLA Yan Yean), Phil Honey-
wood (MLA Warrandyte), Caroline
Hirsh (MLC Silvan), Cr Pat Young and
Cr Gerard Dale (City of Manningham)
and Cr Warwick Leeson (Nillumbik
Shire).

WCA's annual general meeting will
commence at 8pm and the public fo-
rum will begin at 8.30pm. Everyone is
welcume
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Warrandyte is
surrounded by
highly flammable
bush. Reports

of escaping

fuel reduction
cool burns
understandably
cause concern in
the community.
The Diary has
sought four
opinions on this
burning issue...

We must use fire to reduce risk and
not put our assets at risk

By JEFF ADAIR
OUTHERN Australia is
one of the most wildfire
prone areas in the world
Wildfires have formed
part of Australia’s history
and culture. Fuel reduction
burns are a part of this history
and culture and have been prac-
tised for thousands of years.

Indigenous Australians under-
stood the benefits of regular
and strategic burns as a means
of land management. They were
skilled fire managers and used
it regularly. They understood
fire, respected its application
and recognised its limitations
and dangers

With the onset of European
settlement fire was also used as
a tool, but often escaped and
was the cause of great damage
and in many cases death and
destruction. This is also part of
our history.

The echoes of Black Friday,
the devastating fires of the
1960s, Ash Wednesday, the Al-
pine and Gippsland fires of
2002/03 and more recently the
tragic Port Lincoln, South Aus-
tralia fires are stark reminders
of how fire can be a destructive
and uncontrollable force.

Fires cannot be eliminated or
prevented. We can undertake a
range of preventative treatment
options and we can prepare
communities, as well as refine
our response and recovery
strategies, however the simple
reality is that the outbreak of
fire will continue to occur.

CFA advocates a range of
treatments in order to prevent,
prepare, respond and recover
from fire. Community education
forms a critical ingredient in
our overall fire management
strategy. A core message of this
prevention and preparedness
mindset is to acknowledge that
of the elements that contribute
to fire, that is, weather, fuel and
topography, only one is within
our power to influence: fuel.

If we are to reduce the inten-
sity of wildfire in our natural
environment we must reduce
the total volume of flammable
material available.

CFA supports fuel manage-
ment. Controlled burning is one

tool within a range of manage-
ment techniques. Fuel reduc-
tion and controlled burning re-
duces fire intensity by reducing
the available amount of avail-
able fuel. CFA support this
practice.

Controlled burning is not a
panacea. It does not and should
not be the only method used to
reduce the risk of fire. Control-
led burning has real risks. It is
a dynamic force that is open to
the vagaries of changing
weather. Even the most detailed
planning can go astray when
Mother Nature waves her wand.

In recent times community
sentiment screams when not
enough is done to manage fire,
they also scream when fire
breaks through the control
lines that are used to contain
the spread of fire when it is
used as a tool following age-old
traditions. It can be simply de-
scribed as “damned if you do
and damned if you don't”.

Land management agencies
as well as emergency services
receive volumes of complaints
from concerned residents
about fire hazards. Our often
scarce resources are stretched
to the limit in responding to
these concerns as well as hav-
ing to manage vast tracts of
land and educate the urban in-
terface dwellers, rural
populations and the fire behav-
iour “experts” who emerge
each summer.

Opposition to the notion of
controlled burning seems to
stem from a failure of the pub-
lic to recognise that fire is a
natural part of our eco-system.
Many also fail to acknowledge
they know nothing of fire behav-
iour, and yet when fire does oc-
cur, and in some cases when it
goes wrong, these very same
people become the supposed
experts in fire behaviour and
land management. Agencies
must also be prepared and will-
ing to rescind the decision to
burn regardless of what pres-
sures their political masters
may be under.

The sooner communities
learn to accept fire and learn
how to prevent, prepare for, re-
spond and recover from fires,

the sooner our communities
will become safer from fire. In
order to do this, the provision
of an accurate and timely infor-
mation flow to the public is a
critical ingredient if agencies
are to change the perceptions
of fire in the public mind.

Fuel reduction should and
must happen if we are to reduce
the threat to life, property and
protect our magnificent natural
assets from wildfire. “The Burn-
ing Issue” is not should we use
fire as a tool to manage our for-
ests, but more how and when
we use fire to reduce our risk
without putting at risk the very
assets we are trying to protect.

In parks where the proposal
to burn is balanced on the edge
of competing priorities such as
tourism, public access and eco-
logical priorities, but poses an
unacceptable risk to users, due
consideration should be made
to closing these facilities for the
duration of the burn. This
would satisfy some but many
would be infuriated and com-
plain bitterly. This may be the
trade-off when opportunities to
burn are restricted to “keyhole”
dates within the seasonal calen-
dar. Again—damned if you do
and damned if you don't.

Our heritage areas, national
parks and state forests are pub-
lic property and are there to be
used by the public, however
many expect the benefits of use
but do not share the responsi-
bility for the management.

Fire is a dynamic event. It is
open to the idiosyncrasies of
our weather as has recently
been demonstrated at Wilson's
Promontory. It can quickly turn
into a destructive and uncon-
trollable force. If we are to con-
tinue to use fire we must adopt
a far more rigorous system for
forecasting the likely condi-
tions that will enable it to break
its control lines.

Land management agencies
have tightly controlled pre-
scriptions for controlled burn-
ing—a code of practice for fire
management on public lands.
This code must be adhered to
before any controlled burn can
be authorised and lit. The code
of practice and guidelines are

COUNTRY FIRE
AUTHORITY

systematic, consistently ap-
plied and can be difficult to ad-
minister. However, what ap-
pears to be lacking is a rigorous
approach to ensuring that the
controlled burns stay within
the parameters of the code and
its guidelines once the fire has
been started.

Adopting a more disciplined
approach to fire management
may make the difference be-
tween having a burn plan run-
ning to its prescription or hav-
ing the fire rapidly escalate and
escaping from fire crews.

Jeff Adair is manager of com-
munity safety, CFA Yarra Area.
He resides in Warrandyte.

The objective of

each fuel

reduction burn

will vary

By ANTHONY HESTER

IRE is a natural occur-

rence in Australia's land-

scape, and many native

species rely on it for re-

generation. Our chal-
lenge is to balance the natural
environment’s need for fire with
the safety of semi-rural
populations, and the Warran-
dyte area is no exception.

In Victoria the Department of
Sustainability and Environment
(DSE) has the responsibility of
managing fire on public land.
Parks Victoria, as a lead land
management agency, has a part-
nership agreement with DSE to
deliver fire management activi-
ties.

Prescribed burning in parks
and forests reduces flammable
vegetation such as leaves,
twigs, grass, shrubs and bark.
The objective of each fuel re-
duction burn will vary, depend-
ing on the proximity to houses
and towns and the potential for
fire to spread through the area.
Prescribed burning does not
prevent wildfires, but a fire in a
fuel-reduced area will be easier
to control.

Fuel reduction and ecological
burns are conducted in spring
and autumn, when the weather
is milder. In these seasons the
behaviour of fire is much easier
to predict and manage.

DSE and Parks Victoria work
closely with the Bureau of Me-
teorology and the Environment
Protection Authority to ensure
that the weather conditions are
suitable and to minimise the
effects of smoke on surround-
ing communities. The agencies
ensure that adequate resources
are on hand to ignite and con-
trol the burn, and notifications
are made to the local commu-
nity.

Over the past autumn and
spring, three prescribed burns
for both asset protection and

PARKS

VICTORIA

ecological objectives totalling
66 hectares have been com-
pleted around Warrandyte.
These were at St Andrews, One
Tree Hill and the Warrandyte
State Park at Fourth Hill. DSE
and Parks Victoria are now in
the process of planning for next
season's prescribed burns.

DSE and Parks Victoria also
use prescribed burning in the
Warrandyte, Christmas Hills
and St Andrews areas to en-
courage the seeding of rare and
threatened flora and fauna and
to control weeds.

For example, a one-hectare
burn that was carried out in the
Flora Reserve at St Andrews
last November was timed to
manage an infestation of the
weed Large Quaking Grass. This
invasive species seeds in
spring, so burning minimises its
spread. The burn also helped to
reinvigorate some of the native
plants in the area, as well as
reducing the risk to nearby
houses of wildfire.

Fire management in the
Warrandyte area received a
welcome boost earlier this year
with the arrival of a new fire
tanker specifically designed for
fighting forest fires. It has high
ground clearance making it
ideal for access to Warrandyte's
fire tracks.

The tanker has been funded
by the Victorian government'’s
$168 million initiative for addi-
tional staff and resources to re-
duce the risk and impact of
wildfire. It gives DSE and Parks
Victoria the extra capacity to
do the prescribed burns that
are required in Warrandyte's
array of small parks and re-
serves.

The vehicle is fitted with a
remote automated tracking sys-
tem, which means its progress
can be tracked easily. This has
been a feature in Victoria’s fire
aircraft for a while but is a more
recent addition to trucks and
bulldozers and helps in moni-
toring location for improved
safety.

The way prescribed fires are
planned and conducted is con-
trolled by the code of practice
for fire management on public
land which provides guidelines
for all fire management activi-
ties by DSE and Parks Victoria.
To view the code, visit www.
dse.vic.gov.au/fires

The fire operations plan for
the Warrandyte area identifies
areas to be burned and is pro-
duced in consultation with the
CFA and local communities. All
burns are required to comply
with an approved prescribed
burn plan as specified by the
code of practice.

You can write to John van de
Paverd at DSE Port Phillip
Region, Locked Bag 3000 Box
Hill 3128 or email John.Vande
Paverd@dse.vic.gov.au if you
would like to nominate an area
of public land to be considered
for prescribed burning.

For further information on
parks and conservation re-
serves in the Warrandyte area
please contact the Parks Victo-
ria Information Centre on 13 19
63 or visit www.parkweb.vic.
gov.au

People who are concerned
about smoke in their area
should call the Victorian
bushfire information line on
1800 240 667.

Anthony Hester is fire commu-
nity engagement officer, Parks
Victoria. ;



DSE welcomes t

about prescribed burning

By DANIELLE GREEN

IVING as we do in an ex-

tremely fire prone area of

the Green Wedges of

Nillumbik and Manning-

ham, many locals have
told me of the interest they take
in managing fire risk and main-
taining safety.

At a personal level, being a
CFA volunteer, | also have an
active commitment to fire
safety.

Fuel reduction burning is a
crucial part of lowering the
bushfire risk—and the need for
more burning was recom-
mended by the Esplin Inquiry
into the Alpine fires of 2002/
03—the largest fire event since
white settlement.

Autumn is the best time to do
prescribed burning due to more
settled conditions prior to win-
ter rainfall—spring weather is
frequently windy and unsettled,
with potential for residual fire
left prior to summer, and win-
ter is too cold and wet.

However this process is not
without risk and our firefighters
work within strict guidelines to
minimise the chances of pre-
scribed burns getting out of
control.

The best possible procedures
need to be in place for pre-
scribed burning and for evacu-
ating people who may be at risk
when any fire threatens a popu-
lated area.

So far this autumn more than
411 prescribed burns have been
undertaken with only nine re-
ported escapes.

Whenever a prescribed burn
breaks out of the burn area, a
review of procedures is con-
ducted to further refine the pro-
cedures.

The Bracks Government has
taken firm action to increase
the preparedness of Victoria to
deal with bushfires. This year
we are spending an additional
$34.1million for extra firefight-
ers, more protective burns,
more equipment and aircraft,
and more fire access tracks to
increase our bushfire prepared-
ness. This is the first stage of
an extra $168 million over four
years.

The maximum amount of
burning was done in 2004 using
a “seven-days-a-week” opera-
tion. The Department of
Sustainability and Environment
has made fuel reduction burn-
ing its highest priority after
emergency response.

Acrossct’;le state 94,990 hec-
tares were burnt in 2003/04 in

difficult weather conditions (in-
cluding nearly 23,000 hectares
in the Gippsland region). This
was a significant achievement.
It was the largest area burnt in
any of the previous six years
and double the area burnt in
2002/2003.

Weather permitting, 130,000
hectares are to be burnt in
2004/05.

The burn program is being
accompanied by an extensive
public information and educa-
tion program, which is contrib-
uting to a high level of commu-
nity support. There has been
improved co-operation be-
tween DSE, Parks Victoria, DPI,
the CFA and water authorities
to further our bushfire prepar-
edness.

My understanding is that the
Department of Sustainability
and Environment welcomes the
current debate about pre-
scribed burning. The very posi-
tive side of this debate is that it
increases the public’s under-
standing of the need for these
burns and importantly the po-
tential dangers involved.

Phil Honeywood recently
showed his ignorance in his
public comments about fuel re-
duction burns.

In a letter to The Age on April
7 he said that the opposition
had not received a reply to its
request for a briefing and that
fire management plans should
be freely available to the pub-
lic. In fact DSE had already ad-
vised the state opposition on
how to get a briefing and all as-
pects of fire management and
techniques are available on the
DSE website.

The management of fire on
public land is an open process.
The fire management plan is
available on the DSE website.
Each year DSE updates plans
for each fire district in Victoria
and community input is invited
via public meetings and sub-
missions.

Mr Honeywood also asked
when the last fuel reduction
burn was completed at Wilsons
Promontory and whether
enough resources were brought
in to deal with the fire outbreak.

In fact fuel reduction burning
has long been regular practice
at Wilsons Promontory, with
burns almost every year since
the early 1980s.

The prescribed burn this year
was commenced well before the
school holidays during a period
of predicted mild weather. Ex-
tra resources as required were
quickly sent, rapidly building to

200 ground crew and equip-
ment from DSE, Parks Victoria
and the CFA. Fire has affected
12 per cent of the national park.

The Bracks government has
engaged 90 new permanent fire
staff this year, increasing per-
manent fire staff from approxi-
mately 370 to 460.

The 90 new permanent staff
are located in the high-risk ar-
eas of the Otways/Surf Coast,
Dandenong Ranges, Yarra
catchment areas and the
Macedon Ranges. Other areas
of the state will receive addi-
tional positions in future years.
Over the next three years a fur-
ther 110 permanent full-time
firefighters will be employed,
based in regional areas across
Victoria.

Hence, by 2007-08 the number
of additional equivalent full-
time staff will be increased to
200, including 150 permanent
firefighters based in regional
areas across Victoria.

The Bracks government is
also spending an additional $7.5
million in 2004/05 on purchas-
ing additional specialised fire
equipment and facilities includ-
ing dozers and upgrading the
road and track network. A new
firefighting helicopter has been
acquired for this fire season to
protect our catchments.

In addition to the average an-
nual spending on fire access
roads and tracks, an additional
$10 million is being spent over
three years to upgrade high pri-
ority fire access tracks. In addi-
tion, ongoing funding of $1.6
million each year from 2007/08
will be provided for fire access
tracks maintenance works.

Access track works in the
Gipgsland region include
$250,000 being spent on up-
grading bridges in the Erica and
Noojee areas.

The government is currently
reviewing the fire code of prac-
tice, which is a 10 year docu-
ment that forms the basis of
how the threat of wildfire is

ed on public land.

Pub ic debate is welcomed as
a discussion paper has recently
been released on the fire code
of practice and this is a real
opportunity for the public to
shape future fire management
policy.

Public debate also gives DSE
a further chance to listen to the
views of people with under-
standable concerns about how
they do this work.

It has been a difficult few
years, with DSE staff being criti-
cised for not burning enough

the current debate

GOVERNMENT

following the Alpine fires, and
now copping the opposite argu-
ment when the burning occurs.

I am proud to be part of the
Bracks government that has
taken firm action to improve
key services across Victoria—
services such as preparedness
to deal with bushfires—and
these services are under threat
from the Victorian Liberal Par-
ty’s dangerous financial poli-
cies.

The proposal to remove tolls
on the Eastlink road project and
pay for this $7 billion (almost a
quarter of the total state
budget) black hole with cuts to
public service jobs, would un-
dermine key services across
Victoria. Services such as pre-
paredness to deal with bush-
fires would be under very real
threat from Liberals’ policies.

Danielle Green is Labor MP for
Yan Yean. She is an active mem-
ber of the Diamond Creek CFA
Brigade.

Burn at Wilson’s

Promontory
served as a timely

reminder

By PHIL HONEYWOOD

UR state is still recover-

ing from the devastat-

ing bushfires that swept

through north-east Vic-

toria two years ago
There were considerable losses
both to private property and to
native vegetation cover and
wildlife.

Up until the north-east Victo-
ria fires, the Bracks government
had prevaricated on whether to
support fuel reduction control
burns on public land or do
nothing. Its tendency to em-
brace the “do nothing” option
was seen by many as not want-
ing to get the anti-control burn
elements of the conservation
lobby off-side. Doing nothing, of
course, also saved the govern-
ment money.

However, after the appalling
losses from the fires of two
years ago, the Bracks govern-
ment finally responded to wider
community pressure and
agreed to initiate a state-wide
fuel reduction controlled burn
program. Unfortunately, many
national and state parks and
crown land reserves have built
up record levels of under-
growth and weeds so that there
is a considerable control burn
backlog yet to be overcome.

Warrandyte State Park needs
a pro-active fuel reduction burn
program. The recent fuel reduc-
tion burn that got out of con-
trol at Wilsons Promontory has
served as a timely reminder of
the key issues in this public
debate. These include the tim-
ing of the burns, the lack of
transparency associated with
each fire management plan, and
ultimately, the financial and
manpower resources being al-
located to the backlog in the
burn program.

Wilsons Promontory has the
highest visitation
of any park in Vic-
toria. Every year
for generations it
is booked out by
campers and hik-
ers over the popu-
lar Easter break.

For any govern-
ment department
to organise a so-
called “controlled
burn” at Tidal
River two days
prior to the an-
nual Easter inva-
sion is the height
of lunacy.

Having hiked
and camped
throughout the
park on many oc
casions, | can at-
test to just how
difficult the ter-
rain is. Hikers are
dispersed over a
wide area of undu-
lating coastal
hills, dense heath-
land and sand
dune valleys.
Comprehensive
evacuation of hik-
ers and campers
from any park
during an emer-
gency is a difficult
enough challenge.
Wilsons Promon-
tory's particular
natural features
make for a poten-
tial communica-
tion and evacua-
tion disaster.

STATE

OPPOSITION

The “controlled burn”
planned for a 10 hectare area of
Tidal River, which has now de-
stroyed 7000 hectares of park
should have been scheduled
either well before Easter or just
after the tourists had returned
home. The fact that the control-
led burn also went ahead de-
spite an adverse weather report
is also cause for concern

According to the DSE there
were 36 fuel reduction burns
commenced on the same day as
the Tidal River 10 hectare burn
Under long-standing regula-
tions each such controlled burn
is required to be subject to a
site-specific fire management
plan. After the burn is com-
pleted, a follow-up report is
then required to ensure that the
management plan was properly
implemented.

The Bracks government was
elected on a promise to provide
open and transparent govern-
ment. However, any member of
the public who attempts to ac-
cess details of the fire manage-
ment plan and follow-up report
must submit separate Freedom
of Information (FOI) requests
that take many months to proc-
ess. The same procedure is
foisted upon the state opposi-
tion and formal requests for an
official DSE briefing on the
Wilsons Promontory fire have
met with a “we will get back to
you” standard government re-
sponse

Surely, in the interests of good
public policy-making, fire man-
agement plans should be made
available for individuals and
community organisations to
provide meaningful input and
be better informed of both the
importance of fuel reduction
burning and the dangers of un-
controlled bushfires to lives
and the environment

One of the possible reasons
for the unwillingness by both
the Bracks government and DSE
to release information on the
burn program, is a concern not
to reveal the limited financial
resources being devoted to the
burn backlog program. Key
questions must be answered on
this. These include, when was
the last fuel reduction burn
completed in Wilsons Promon-
tory National Park, was the per-
sonnel devoted to the Tidal
River burn sufficient to meet
normal expectations, and when
the fire escaped, were enough
additional resources brought in
to deal with it?

Unlike the Bracks govern-
ment, the Liberal opposition
has consistently called for an
on-going, well-funded, annual
fuel reduction burn program

A degree of bipartisanship
may now be detected in this
debate. However, it is still legiti-
mate for any opposition party
to raise concerns on such a con-
troversial issue about the ap-
propriate scheduling of control-
led fires, the need for greater
transparency of information on
management plans and the al-
location of sufficient resources
to complete the task safely. As
the state member of parliament
for Warrandyte, an area that is
constantly subjected to the
threat of bushfire, it is also my
responsibility to h\gk light the
importance of this key policy
issue.

Phil Honeywood is deputy

leader of the Liberal opposttion,

shadow minister for the environ-
ment and MP for Warrandyte.




FOR PRIVATE SALE
VACANT LAND IN CENTRAL LOCATION
Build your dream home in this sought after location.
A prime 614m2 allotment just moments to the
local General Store and only minutes to Diamond
Creek centre and all facilities. The near level
block all services connected and awaits your
plans. Call today for an inspection
Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396

herings. Features duct htg,evap
ol firboards & d/washer. Dbl
to the home,walking dis-
mary school. Low maintenance
rty sure to impress
Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396

O

FOR PRIVATE SALE
SENSATIONAL STARTER
This is a ripper for astute first home buyers, or
investors, in fact you cannot afford to miss seeing
this brick and cedar home situated on a large
allotment with sensational views across
Hurstbridge to Yarrambat. Comprising of 3 BRs,
bathroom, open plan living room adjoining outside
deck area, galley kitchen with room for dining,
laundry, and separate toilet. Add your decorator
touches and restore, extend or rent out!
Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396

LOTS 11 & 58, THE RIDG

YAN YEAN ROAD, DOREE
Lots 11 & 58 are 678 & 609 sgm's respectively.
Subdivision high above Plenty Valley. Approx 35
mins north of Melbourne and airport, 15 mins from
Epping & Greensborough Plazas. Yarrambat Park
and “The Growling Frog” golf courses nearby. Best
in quality residential living for astute home owner,
discerning investor or builder. Make The Ridge
your new home!

Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396

L Save up to 65%

4 ALL
AREAS

Vacant land opportunities are rare so you'd better
act fast. Tranquil location. For astute developer or
family wanting lifestyle change, private land
surrounded by prestigious acreage. All facilities
and services connected, just decide what home
design to build.

Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396

MOVE IN AND ENJOY
Located within walking distance to local schools,
shops and public transport, this delightful recently
renovated home is ready for you to move in and
enjoy. The property consists of three bedrooms,
master with ensuite, lounge, new kitchen with
stainless steel appliances including dishwasher,
meals area, renovated bathroom with separate
WC. Added features include gas ducted heating,
ducted vacuum system, single carport at rear,
circular driveway, fenced backyard and allon a low
maintenance block. Put this on your priority list to
inspect. Move in and enjoy your new home without
the large price tag.

Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396

L0 2,54 BRLCEST. DIAWOND GREEK

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO
You won't be disappointed with the quality of this
brand new 3 bedroom townhouse built by the
Zuccala Family Builders. The property is located
only minutes to all Diamond Creek amenities and
would suit the retired couple, first home buyers,
investors or small family. The home boasts 3 bed-
rooms, master with ensuite, bathroorn with sepa-
rate toilet, lounge, kitchen with family room/meals
area, large laundry and garage with remote con-
trolled door. The landscaped garden has been
designed for minimal maintenance.
Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396

Suzanne Russell 0407 361 396
Selling Diamond Creek, Eitham.,
Research. Warrandyte & surrounds

Suzanne has a passion for real estate

with many years experience and a ;
multitude of skills in all facets of buying '
and selling. Living in North Warrandyte [} ;
for the past 15 years, Suzanne has a vast knowledge of
her local area and would be a valuable asset to any
client. Suzanne is aware of the low opinion a lot of
people have of real estate agents and would love the
opportunity to speak with you about changingplaces
difference. She is dedicated to providing the highest
level of personal service and professionalism. Call for
more information or a no obligation market appraisal.

on average Real Estate Agents fees and achieve the
best price for your propotty with our superior service.

1300 130 998

Taking responsibility

My sweet, precious daughter
and my very dear friend are the
most kind-hearted, caring, giv-
ing, warmest people [ know. So
it seems to me, to be more
tragic (if it can possibly be) and
more unjust that a driver in a
4WD, who had been allegedly
drinking, mowed down these
very special, happy, innocent
people on the weekend of the
Warrandyte Festival.

Fortunately, ever so fortu-
nately, they are still alive today
and for my part, I'd like to say a
heartfelt thank you to the two
beautiful people who came to
my daughter’s aid—angels on
earth to whom I will always be
indebted.

Thanks to the ambulance
crew, the surgeons, the doctors
and the wonderful nurses of the
ICU and 6 West Ward of the
Royal Children’s Hospital for
giving my darling girl back to
me and a special thank you to
the police of Warrandyte Sta-
tion and Manningham TMU.
The kindness and support re-
ceived from the Warrandyte
community, especially from our
friends and families, teachers
and staff of Warrandyte Primary

No escaping
Sue Anderson!

While holidaying at Mallacoota

| with my family during the

Easter break, upon entering the
local IGA store, | was con-
fronted by a “gleaming” poster
of Sue Anderson promoting IGA.

When seeing a familiar face

| (even in poster form) I knew [
| could be assured of the same

friendly service there as what |

get from Sue (and all employ-
ees) at Warrandyte IGA.

Anne Robinson

(by e-mail)

PS: Sue, if you get a pay rise

from this | want half!

: o

| In the media over the past

weeks there have been reports
of a minister at the Uniting
Church in Essendon not allow-
ing an Australian flag to be
draped over the coffin at the
funeral of a returned service-
man.

At the Uniting Church in
Warrandyte, we've been
alarmed by these reports, and
we will be continuing with our
long-standing practice of allow-
ing the Australian flag to be
draped over a coffin during fu-
nerals held at our church in
Taroona Avenue.

We realise that grieving is

N

School, gave us the strength to
care for our daughter in the
darkest, most frightening days
of our lives.

But what I find horribly dis-
tressing about this traumatic
event is that it could so easily
have been avoided. It need not
have happened. It should never
have happened.

Why drink and drive? There is
no reason; there is absolutely
no excuse. If people drink then
why don’t they catch a lift with
a sober mate, walk, catch a cab
or car pool?

Whilst drink driving is a to-
tally unforgivable, inexcusable
crime, local establishments do
have a moral and social, if not
legal, responsibility to ensure
their patrons don't get drunk
and then drive. It is reprehensi-
ble that pubs and clubs con-
tinually serve people alcohol
and then at the end of the drink-
ing session turn a blind eye to
their patrons staggering drunk-

enly to their car, driving off to
cause bloodshed and angst on
the unsuspecting public.

After all the anti-drink driving
campaigns, education and in-
formation, how, in 2005, how
can this still be happening? Are
we stuck in a time warp from
the days of the six o’clock swill?
Why don't more pubs and clubs
organise courtesy buses? Why
don’t they have breathalysers
(and free ones) at every exit
point? Why don’'t they have
more visual signs reminding
people not to drink then drive?
Why don'’t they care?

For the sake of the lives of
your family, your friends, your
neighbours, if you, as a bar-
tender, as a team-mate, as a
friend or as a community mem-
ber, see anyone who has been
drinking and is about to drive,
please offer or organise a lift
home for them. Compared to
the alternative, it's not such a
hard thing to do, is it? Please,
please, | beg of you all, don't
drink then drive; you probably
will kill someone. Someone pre-

cious.
Marianne Phili
(by e-m:

way. Regards

Jaimie Hayton, winner of the festival billycart derby.

Sorry Jaimie, you’re not Jamie!

Hi, my name is Jaimie Hayton and | was extremely excited when
I saw myself in the Diary, but | would like to note you spelt my
name completely wrong! It's spelt Jaimie Hayton. Thanks any-

Jaimie Hayton (by e-mail)

Respect for the fallen

very personal and that funerals
can play an important part in
the grieving of family and
friends. A funeral can reflect the
particular needs of each indi-
vidual situation, with the de-
tails worked out between the
minister and the family con-
cerned. So if a person’s service
to their country is to be re-
flected in the way that their fu-
neral is conducted, we at
Warrandyte Uniting Church are
very willing to take this into
account.

Rev Ros McDonald
Warrandyte Uniting Church

Story had a good result

The contrasting needs of privacy and sharing have come to me in
response to Prudence Truby King’s profile of me in the April 2005

Warrandyte Diary.

My son’s bipolar disorder of 10 years, which weighed heavily on
me, came tumbling out in the interview and this rawness brought
a feeling of recognition from readers. Some were glad of the op-

portunity to share.

It seemed to me that there was a place for a support group in
Warrandyte for people whose families have been touched by men-

tal illness.

From my experience of another group which we call Harmony,
not dragged down by the past or fearful for the future, but in har-
mony with the present—there is an easy sharing of good and bad
times. We understand the pressing problems of money, getting
out of bed in the morning, cleaning and the sluggishness induced
by medication. We rejoice with each other when, for instance, the
son of one member gave a speech at his brother’s wedding.

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House and Mental lliness Fellowship
are willing to jointly auspice a mental health families group in

Warrandyte. Bernadette

alsh, who guided me over two years at

my lowest ebb, when she was offering her psychology expertise
to the Warrandyte Housing and Support Service, has been encour-

aging. Bernadette now has a private psychology
arrandyte and teaches part-time at the Centre for

tion at Monash University.

ractice in
rief Educa-

If you are interested in a support group for families who have
been touched by mental illness, please phone Louise Joy on 9844

3600 or email Idjo;
Neighbourh:

gotalk.net.au or Karen Throssell, Warrandyte
ouse coordinator, can be approached at

on the first floor of the Warrandyte Community Centre, by tel-
ephone on 9844 1839 or email wnho@vicnet.net.au to discuss your

preferences for times and venue,
Louise Joy, Brackenbury Street

Dog scare

Would the lady who was bailed
up by the Golden Labrador in
Mitchell Avenue on Thursday,
April 28, please ring the
Manningham ranger or Man-
ningham council and verify my
story. | would be very pleased.
Thank you.

Name and address
supplied

New life for
an old tree

I refer to your article about the
Warrandyte Diary tree in the
March 2005 edition of the Diary.

We recently passed through
Lakes Entrance after an interval
of many years. There used to be
a World War 1 avenue of hon-
our of Monterey Cypress trees
along the main street.

Apparently the trees were
causing problems because of
their age and the council had to
take some action. After public
consultation the tree trunks
were cut approximately two to
three metres above ground
level and a talented sculptor
was commissioned to trans-
form each trunk into a sculp-
ture with a World War 1 theme.

The final result is most effec-
tive and the series of sculptures
adds interest and character to
the main street.

It occurred to me that when
the inevitable time arrives in
the future and it becomes nec-
essary to take drastic action on
the Monterey Cypress Diary
tree that a similar solution
should be considered.

Thank you for producing such
an interesting local paper.

-



“Green Wedgies" is the appro-
priate name given to Manning-
ham council’s Sustainable
Schools cluster program, in-
volving Andersons Creek and
Warrandyte primary schools,
Carey Grammar (Donvale) and
Donvale Christian School.

A competition to find a name
and logo was won by Grade 5
student Catherine Thomas of
Andersons Creek, second prize
went to Breda Loughnane of
Warrandyte Primary School,
third to Denni Egan and Will
Karas of Carey and fourth prize
was won by Ben Horn from
Donvale Christian School.

“The Green Wedgies group is
the first in Victoria to choose

Manningham mayor, Cr Bill Larkin (above)
with the prizewinners at the Green Wedgies group
launch. Catherine Thomas (right) created the winning
name and logo. (Pictures by Stephen Reynolds)

a cluster name and logo,”
Manningham mayor, Cr Bill
Larkin, said at the presentation
at. Andersons Creek late last
month.

“The group’s name and logo
links the connection between
the Green Wedge and a local
bird species, the Wedge-tailed
Eagle, signifying the group’s
unity and shared vision to pro-
tect the Green Wedge.

“This program is an outstand-
ing initiative that engages our
young people and is a terrific
hands-on learning experience,
teaching students about the
importance of protecting the
environment for future genera-
tions,” Cr Larkin said.

king for the Wedg
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Do you have
low back pain?

Low back pain can present as a:

¢ constant dull ache

* sharp pain with or without

* buttock pain

* leg pain/numbness/pins & needles
Osteopathy is a system of musculoskeletal health care that car
help with the management and prevention of low back
Osteopathy focuses on the treatment of joints, muscles, ligame

and connective tissue with

[1ssue massage, “llllh‘tul(\fu;l‘ stretching and int articulatior

Warrandyte Osteopathy
Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Rd, Warrandyte
Please call 9844 2465 to make an appointment

PAUL’S DISCOUNT MOWING

I « Odd Jobs & Gutters » Yard Maintenance |

* Painting Service available |

FOR QUOTATION PHONE 9844 3927

I
-———————---—————-J

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION

SALES AND SERVICE

Servicing the area for 36 years

Service to all makes of
Television, Video Cassettes,
Stereo Systems, Microwaves,
Antenna Systems Installed.

TV RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

Then why not convert to a
digital set topbox—now available.

Ph: 9844 3970
Mob: 0408 175 274

27 Mitchell Avenue
Warrandyte 3113

No
Wallies
around
here

Warrandyte and Park
Orchards residents are using
less water than householders
in many neighbouring sub-

urbs.

Local MP Phil Honeywood
has commended the two
communities for “doing the
rlght thing” by saving water.

The latest national census
‘I:fures indicate that

arrandyte and Park
Orchards have more peop

CLYDE &

OCKER

“Gave up drinking water
during the last drought, Ock!”

per households than most
urban areas. We also have
much larger allotments
compared to other communi-
ties. Given these factors it
is no easy task to reduce
water usage,” Mr Honeywood
d

said.

“The recently released
water consumption
by suburbs, compares 2002-
og consumption to 2003-04.
They show that the average
reduction in water usage
across the metropolitan area
was 11.2 per cent.

“However, in the local area,
Warrandyte achieved a water
consumption saving rate of
15.6 per cent and Park
Orchards reduced their
consumption by 13.8 per
cent.”

This com with neigh-
bouring suburbs in
Manningham, such as Lower

Templestowe with 9.4 per
cent reduction and Doncaster
East only achieving an 8.1
per cent reduction.

“Clearly, our local commu-
nity has heeded the message
that, particularly at a time
of low rainfall, we should
all take responsibility for
saving water,” Mr Honey-
wood said.

“Of course, the state
government's new water
consumption tax, which was
introduced in July 2004, has
?orovlded a financial penalty

r high water consumption.
‘While the opposition
supports the need to discour-
age waste in water usage
this tax discriminates
larger families. The ideal
water consumption tax would
be based on the number of
people in a household.”

New hope for
crisis families

Women escaping family vio-
lence will get access to 24-hour
support and violent men may
be housed away from the fam-
ily home in a new approach to
family violence services an-
nounced by the Bracks govern-
ment the Member for Yan Yean,
Danielle Green said recently.

A package of initiatives worth
$35.1 million was unveiled. Ms
Green said the reforms would
result in improved safety for
women and children, greater
consistency in the response to
reports of family violence and
greater accountability for per-
petrators.

“Family violence affects all
communities and is a profound
cause of entrenched, inter-
%enerational disadvantage,” Ms

reen said.

“The new approach means a
faster response, support and
referral around the clock, and
new emergency and longer
term accommodation options

for women and children.”

She said men could currently |

argue that they had nowhere to
go following a domestic inci-
dent, forcing women and chil-
dren to leave, or stay in a dan-
gerous situation.

“Women and children can re-

ceive crisis accommodation in |

refuges when it is available, but
it is short-term and is often a
long way from their support
networks and their children’s
schools,” she said.

The 2005-06 state budget will |

deliver $35.1 million over four
years to provide a 24-hour,
seven-day-a-week support and
referral service, create a wider
range of housing options be-
yond staying at home or mov-
ing to arefuge, and improve the
justice system.

“More choice for women and
short-term accommodation op-
tions for men will reduce dis-
ruption to children and help
stabilise families.”

They fight fire with fire

Manningham council, in conjunction with local CFA brigades, will
be conducting controlled “cool burns” during the coming period.

Fuel reduction and ecological burns will take place in Wonga Park
Reserve, Domeney Reserve and Colman Reserve.

“The aim of low intensity, controlled burns is to reduce under-
growth and ground cover to decrease fuel available in case of
bushfire,” a council spokesperson said. “They will be carried out
when weather conditions are suitable.”

Surrounding residents have been letter-dropped, informing them
of the process.

“During the burn operations all care will be taken to minimise
the impact of smoke, however people with respiratory concerns
may wish to leave the area for part of the day,” the spokesperson
said. Enquiries should be directed to Jane Pammer on 9846 0509
or 0413 908 968.

»)

R

Scandilies
Candles & Homewares

www.scandles.com.au
scandles@bigpond.com

207 Yarra Street
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Ph: (03) 9844 3011
fax: (03) 9844 4921

warrandyte high school

invites all primary school families

open night | may 19

school tours will run continuously from 6pm
information sessions at 6.15pm and 7.30pm

o

cnr alexander and warrandyte roads
warrandyte 3113

t 03 9844 2749 f 03 9844 1813
www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au



Works

0
Nafure

Servicing all aspects of your
swimming pool and spa

Specialising in regular
programmed maintenance and
water guality.

Anne Marie Reid

Landscape and
Garden Solutions

Specialising in Garden
Cleanups & Maintenance

0408 323 330

Ph/Fax 9844 0713

Fully accredited technician
Over 20 years experience

WARRANDYTE
¥ GLASS ¥ %

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower

screens !

Terry Ryan

98790373 | N

or [ }

Mobile: 0418 369 294

RESEARCH MOWERS
& CHAINSAWS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

1532 Main Road, Research
Phone: 9437 1393

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS

Natural Health Care

W Wellness enhancement
W [ ifestyle coaching M Dietary advice
W Herbal prescriptions
Qualified and experienced practitioner

Andrew Francis
B.BSc (Hon), PhD Dip.H.Sc

Clinic: 165 Yarra Street Tel: 9844 4499
Mob: 0400 180 262 www.warrandyteherbal.com

KAREN ELVIN

Shiatsu
Cherapy

NOW AVAILABLE AT |
SIMPLY NATURAL THERAPIES

9842 7033
0402 408 663

FOR BOOKINGS CALL :

(] |

wildlife?
CALL:

Wildlife Victoria
0500 540 000

Help for Wildlife ‘
0417 380 687 \

Today I did
something for

the good of the
community. | did
all my banking.

When it comes to benefits for our .
community and for me, Community

Bank® branches have several strong .

points:

» Face-to-face service from friendly,
local staff.

* Opening hours that suit me better.
(We are open Monday — Friday
Sam - 5pm and Saturday 9am -
12no0n.)

future.

Warrandyte

Community Bank Branch Bendigo Bank

Bendigo Bank Limited, Fountain Court, Bendigo, VIC 3550.
ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879. (S7937) (14/04/05)

The full range of banking products
and services.

More money stays in my area
because our shared profits are
used to help our community’s

You can now do all your banking
at 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte or
phone 9844 2233.

3

Primary school kids in
Warrandyte painted
banners for the Community
Bank courtesy bus at the
festival, and in return each
school received donations
of $100 from the bank.
Pictured (above) are
Andersons Creek Primary
School students displaying
their banner with bank
manager Mark Challen and
(right) Warrandyte Primary
School teacher Denise
Farran accepting her
school’s cheque from Mark.

Key Decisions

NILLUMBIK

THE GREEN WEDGE SHIRE

These are some of
the decisions made
by Council on
Tuesday 15 February
2005.

If you would like

any extra

information please
visit our website
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au for full business
papers and 2005
meeting dates.

All are welcome to
attend or listen to the
broadcast on Plenty
Valley FM 88.6

subject to conditions.

Community, Health, Culture, Sport

and Leisure

Resolved to formally commit
$25,000 from Council's 2005-
2006 Priority Projects towards
Commonwealth Games project
categories one to four; and
nominate Councillor Warwick
Leeson to chair the Getting
Involved Team.

Governance

Resolved to support the
submission by the Municipal
Association of Victoria (MAV),
Municipal Valuers Group and
Revenue Managers Association
regarding the proposed changes
to the Valuation of Land Act 1960.

Resolved to receive and accept
the Supplementary Valuation
returns known as Supplementary
Valuation March 2005.

Transport and Infrastructure

Resolved to proceed with consultation for the Souter Street, Eitham Special Charge Scheme and invite
| affected property owners to an information session to outline the remainder of Council's Special Charge
! Schemes Policy and Procedures; and advise property owners. accordingly.

Land Use Planning and Environment

Resolved to issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit to the land at 2 Henry Arthur Drive for the
purpose of use and development of the land for a place of worship and waiving of car parking
requirement, subject to conditions.
Resolved to conditionally support the approval of the Sub-Catchment Plan for Area F - Development Plan
4 (Plenty); and approve the Sub-Catchment Plan with modifications prior to endorsement.

Resolved to issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit to the land at 51 Railway Parade, Eitham for the
subdivision of the land into 26 lots, associated buildings and works, construction of six dwellings on lots
under 300m2, use of the land as a restricted place of assembly, the construction of timber fences, the
removal and creation of easements, and works to fill the land, in accordance with the endorsed plans and

Noted the concerns of petitioners
and remove the proposed Reserve
Road, North Warrandyte playground
development site from the 2004-
2005 playground upgrade program;
and advise the first name on the
petition accordingly.

Resolved to cause a General
Valuation to be made of all
rateable properties in the
municipal district of the Shire of
Nillumbik; and that the valuation
is returned to Council after 1
January 2006 and before 31
March 2006,

Resolved to refer Amendment C30 — 51 Railway Parade, Eitham - to an independent panel for advice;
and advise the applicant, the submitter and Melbourne Water of Council’'s decision.

Noted the receipt of grant funding of $102,124 from the Department of Sustainability and Environment
(DSE) for the Tackling Weeds on Private Land Initiative.

s ——

hmaBlaze (07131
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Rod Quantock (left) ...
cling routines. The Soubrettes
(below) ... don’t bother bring-
ing the kids!

Fighting fire

with fun

By SAM DAVIES

Comedian Rod Quantock is per-
forming an “environmentally-
friendly” show in Warrandyte
this month, promising to “re-
duce, reuse and recycle” mate-
rial from his 30-year career.

He is one of about a dozen
professional comedians and tal-
ented locals performing over
four nights at different loca-
tions around the town to raise
money for North Warrandyte
CFA.

“Every so often I do a regional
tour,” said Quantock, who was
approached for the gig by a lo-
cal friend. “There’s just a nice
social aspect to an evening in a
country town. But if you don’t
start a riot you'd be disap-
pointed,” he said.

The comedian has been visit-
ing Warrandyte since child-
hood, though this will be the

recy-

first time he has performed
here.

His recent show at the Mel-
bourne International Comedy
Festival, titled “a brief history
of the end of the world” mused
on such federal political issues
as interest rates. But Quantock
is also known for his strong
stance on the environment.

He admits he finds state gov-

ernment politics of minimal |

comedic interest. “Nobody
wants to drive a tollway

through my street or dredge my |

»
|

pond. I don’t think it's improved |

much since Jeff left.”

But he hints he has done re-
search on Manningham and
Nillumbik council politics for
material. “I want every redneck
to come down and see me,” he
said.

This is the second year the
North Warrandyte CFA has run
the event. Captain Paul Buck
said the festival would not only
bring visitors to Warrandyte,
but was a major fundraiser to
help build a new North Warran-
dyte CFA station in the future.

As well as Rod Quantock, fea-
tured comedians will include
Peter Rowsthorn, Dave Callan,
Bob Franklin, Roz Hammond,
Christine Basil, Gavin Basker-
ville, Andrea Powell, Linda
Ha(%gar, The Soubrettes, Hamlet
in One Hour and Dennis Coard.

They will be performing on
four nights—Friday 13, Satur-
day 14, Friday 20 and Saturday,
May 21—across three venues—
the Grand Hotel, Mechanics In-
stitute Hall and the North
Warrandyte Community Centre.

“With times and venues stag-

gered, performances have been |

arranged so that eager fans will
be able to enjoy almost all of
these world-class entertainers,”
a spokesperson said.

“By booking a Big Night Out
(two shows on the one night)
you can obtain a 10 per cent
discount.”

Tickets prices range from
$37.50 down to $21.50. The full
program is listed in an adver-
tisement elsewhere in this is-
sue, or you can go to
www.nwfca.org/comedy. Tick-
ets are on sale at the Grand
Hotel between 9am and 5pm,
Monday to Friday, phone 9844
3202. General enquiries on 9844
2204,

_‘_*CONCR!'I' E INNOVATIONS

=B Exposed Aggregate

FOR PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL ™ Slate Impression
* FRIENDLY SERVICE m FauxBrick
PHONE ® Coloured Concrete
Y L Natura] Stone Paving
o omossss 2T
DARREN - 0400 442633 Garage & Shed Floors

toncrete_innovations@yahoo.com m Steps & Ramps

¥

produce

HORSEFEED, DOGFOOD,
POULTRYFEED, BIRDSEED

warrandyte
home delivery service

9844 3361
0413 269 224

LA

/‘_\_/

YA R R A ST N B &Y

VIDEO

STILL UNDER THE SAME OWNERSHIP
THAT HAS CONTINUED TO
BRING THE LATEST MOVIES

TO WARRANDYTE
FOR OVER 8 YEARS.

See instore for specials >

4 H ® A d4 EH ©® > <« H ® A 494 = o »

MAY RELEASES...

MEET THE FOCKERS e BRIDE & PREJUDICE
CLOSER ® WICKER PARK e SIDEWAYS
LADDER 49 » GARDEN STATE ® TEAM AMERICA
BLADE TRINITY ® SAW e ELEKTRA
LEMONY SNICKET

106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113
PHONE 9844 0544
10Am-9pm SUNDAY TO THURSDAY
10AmM-10pm FRIDAY TO SATURDAY

4 B ® A 494 EH © >4 B ® A 994 m o »

Warrandyte
Veterinary Clinic
Mon-Fri: 9.30-11am & 4pm-6.30pm

Saturday: 9.30am- 12 noon

WE CARRY A FULL
PET PRODUCT RANGE

Catering for all small animals,
exotics and wildlife.

Dr Derek J. Fairley B.v.sc)
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment—Phone 9844 3071

Yarra View

Conveyancing

FOR PROPERTY SALE &
PURCHASE TRANSACTIONS IN VICTORIA

phone: 9844 5002 fax: 9844 1409
mobile: 0414 540 792
email: sueyvc@bigpond.net.au
p.o. box 304, warrandyte 3113

member of the australian institute of conveyancers (vic division

Experience, Expertise and Personal Service

counselling &
psychodrama

all life issues & concerns

WEEILTTN | john devling M.sc.,
Metal Roofing over 25 years experience
Guttering & Downpipes individual, relationship
LICENSED ROOF PLUMBER e
9844 3619 o
0411 267 490 e oesaprynpae
WARRANDYTE

mobile trailer service

SERVICE, REPAIRS &
SAFETY CHECKS

High Pressure Cleaning Service available

VACC MEMBER

RING HANS 0408 714 929

| WARRANDYTE | PURITY NATURAL

BEAUTY THERAPIES

l UPH"LSTERY I 5 Taroona Ave, Warrandyte

I Winner of JMES%%&D?]%STESHW oiL
I TOp Up hOIStery l Treatments include:

I Award I ® Relaxation Massage * Facials
I Francis J Briffa MAY OFFER

I 11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte ] | FREE GIFT with any facial or massage

AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT
Tues, Fri and Sat — Phone
9844 4881 or 0416 023 642

Phone |
98442416 1

--——--‘-‘

‘) Australia Post

= Giftware m Greeting Cards
m Photocopying m Faxes sent and received
m giroPost Bill Paying Service m EFTPOS
m Commonwealth Bank & National Bank Agency
m Foxtel & Manningham City Council Rates can now be paid here
m Private Post Boxes available for $1 per week
m Agent for Penguin Dry Cleaners

PARK ORCHARDS POST OFFICE
Shop 6, 13 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards
Telephone: 9876 1291 » Fax: 9876 1443
Proprietor: Harold & Michelle Bradfieid

3 Monday to Friday: 9am-5pm Saturday: Sam-12noon )
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§ CARPENTRY :

. Quality Workmanship l
Reasonable Rates

§ GRAHAM 3
19844 3974
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Simply Natural Therapies

Your ‘higher self’ holds the answer
to all your questions.

Hypnosis can help you make the connection.

FOR A SPIRITUAL APPROACH TO HYPNOTHERAPY
call Julie Grant CCHT on 9842 7033

' PLUMBER AND GASFITTER |

H CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS i
| Electric Sewer Cleaner Available - 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte 1

JOHN RYAN 9844 2552

MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 |

|
L---—--——--_-----—-----—_--

DIARY MINI ADS

NEED A SITTER? 5 yrs babysitting
exp. Good cooking & cleaning skills
Transport provided. Comp Rates
Availability: Evening & Weekends,
Some weekdays. References avail
Call Kate 9844 1442

FOR SALE: Hewlett Packard
computer package includes
everything even desk & chair. Suit
s first or extra home computer.
250. Phone Corinne 9844 2675.

Mo

BEAUTIFUL STAINED GLASS
Fabulous panels to fit any window
or door and enhance your home
ie, small panels a specialty
Free quotes. Shan 9712 0024.

BOOKKEEPING: Accurate, timely
and confidential for small business-
es. BAS prepared complying with

FLUTE, CLARINET & SAXOPHONE
tuition. Leonie (B.Mus.) 0438 848 565.

SUZUKI Swift Hatch, a/c, good
cond, low kms. $1000 9844 2510.

FORD EA ‘S’ auto, a/c, p/s alloys,
rwc. Looks &drives A1. $2500 0438
089 535.

FEELING FRUSTRATED?Emotion-
al?Time for a change? Why not live
your life free of anxiety, fear, anger,
depression, low self-esteem, guilt
or eating disorders. Resolve the
original cause and eliminate the
problem in 3 sessions with PSH
Private Subconscious Healing. Call
Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Ceremonies
with style and meaning. Susan Daff,
9844 3121 or 0417 353 026.

HELP AROUND TOWN Do you
need a Mrs Doubtfire in your life?
Innovative meals prepared. Weekly
or casual cleaning by police-
checked staff. Shopping to ensure
life runs smoothly. Call Jane 0417
019 229 for further details.

SUSAN'’S BOOKKEEPING: Do you
need help with your accounts?
Bookkeeping for small business.
Experience with QuickBooks and
MYOB. On/off site. Phone 9844
0872 or 0438 161 295. Email:
Susanbook keeping@aol.com

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings,
child name-giving and renewals.
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726.
Website: www.bruceshand.com.au

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 25 yrs, (Autocad 16 yrs).
Ring lan 9844 5279, 0401 050 191.

FRENCH & ENGLISH tuition for
school students and adults. Leonie
0438 848 565.

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful
ceremonies for all occasions. John
Byme 9844 2155, 0418 995 189.

SUPPORT LOCAL ADVERTISERS

NORTH WARRANDYTE FIRE BRIGADE

proudly presents

to their school during Education
day is on Tuesday, May 17, with open t

eek.

oy F d S \
The kids, teachers, principal Gill Binger—and until 8. . An information night for 2006
especially the chooks in the henh at Pre) be held on Thursday, May 19 at
Warrandyte School’s new garden— 7.30pm. Open mornings are also being held
are looking forw. to welco! everyone every Tuesday from 9 to 11am during second

term. The school is situated at the top of the
hill in Forbes Street.

Early this month, residents of
Webb Street continued work on
revegetating a piece of road re-
serve at the corner of Sloans
Road, which they commenced
last August.

Kevin Jones (pictured) is hard
at work planting.

The project was devised as
part of the Sustainability Street
group’s activities, financed by
Manningham council and di-
rected by landscape desl}ner
Bev Hanson. (Picture by Judy
Green)

WHEN
.

FRIDAY
13th May

SATURDAY
14th May

FRIDAY
20th May

SATURDAY
21st May

WARRANDYTE « 9pm-11.30pm
Food & Drink at bar prices
Tickets: $37.50

PETER ROWSTHORN
GAVIN BASKERVILLE
ANDREA POWELL
LINDA HAGGAR

ROD QUANTOCK

Tickets: $27.50

THE SOUBRETTES

(Not suitable for children under 16 years)

DAVE CALLAN
GAVIN BASKERVILLE
ANDREA POWELL
LINDA HAGGAR

ROD QUANTOCK

Tickets: $27.50

THE SOUBRETTES

(Not suitable for children under 16 years)

BOB FRANKLIN
CHRISTINE BASIL
GAVIN BASKERVILLE

LINDA HAGGAR

DOUBLE BILL:
ROZ HAMMOND GARDEN HO
DENNIS COARD

Tickets: $21.50

HAMLET IN ONE
HOUR

PETER ROWSTHORN
BOB FRANKLIN
CHRISTINE BASIL
LINDA HAGGAR

DOUBLE BILL:
ROZ HAMMOND GARDEN HO
DENNIS COARD
Tickets: $21.50

HAMLET IN ONE

Norh Warrandyte Fire Brigade gratefully
acknowledges support for this fundraising
event from Nillumbik Shire Council, Vicki
Gardiner & Associates Real Estate, The Grand
Hotel, Warrandyte Diary.
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Your local Aussie Adviser

« Expert home loan assistance

» Our service costs you no exir
* 'l come o you day or night
7 days a week
Need home loan |
Call Dave Carty
on 0414 441920

The complete
grooming service

for all breeds of

:\>J

Call inda on 9844 386

135 Harris Gully Rd Warrandyte 3113

i 3
K

AFRICAN
DRUM, DANCE
& TAP DANCE
Location: Warrandyte,
Templestowe and other locations
« Regular classes in African Warrandyte Mechanics' Institute
Drum and Dance for all levels and Arts Association Inc.
» Specialised Children’s
Workshops ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
* Regular classes in Rhythm 3
tap for all levels to be held in the WMI&AA hall
* NEW COURSES STARTING SOON * Cnr Mitchell Avenue & Yarra Street
* CASUAL ATTENDANCE AVAILABLE * Monday, June 6th 2005, at 8pm
Phone 0402 469 506
or email rafetna@myartsmail.com ALL WELCOME

Pictures by |
STEPHEN REYNOLDS

wellness clinic

NOW OFFERING:
Traditional Chinese Medicine
Naturopathy ® Bowen Therapy ® Massage

Open Monday- Saturday

8:00am — 7:00pm
Upstairs at Ginkgo Organic Food store & Café
152-156 Yarra St, Warrandyte
Phone: 9844-5853

Enbance Your Health... Love Your Life...

Enjoy being pampered in Warrandyte over the next two months

and you could WIN... a $100 Voucher i~~~ mrpenummon:

P

COMPETITION |

TO BE SPENT AT ANY HEALTH OR BEAUTY SHOP IN WARRANDYTE i
HOW? Simply spend $20 or more at any hair, health or beauty shop in Warrandyte, I |
fill in the coupon instore (or in the Diary) and have it signed or stamped by the staff |2 -—— i
and you will go in the draw to win a $100 voucher to pamper yourself in Warrandyte! | i
BOBY SOUIDIS Gt ms i etmerine 9844 4515 Way Ahead Salon..........cccceeivennne I |

EArth HAIMNOMY, «i«cvissiessesssmasasnsnsnsss 9844 5155 Warrandyte Beauty Centre ... i

Essentially Hair ......v..eusmerreerssnneens 9844 0898 Warrandyte CIinic ................. |

GINKGO Coairacihs v iriessar sgestomassesss 9844 3282 Warrandyte Consulting Rooms...... 9844 2295 || / / 1

Goldﬁ'elds Plaza Medical Centre ... 9844 0466 Warrandyte Osteopathy I SIGNEDBY(STAFF/OWER) .............................................. SRS DATE R cslas e '

Meridian Wellness Centre.............. 9844 0111 Warrandyte Pharmacy.......... et S oy i o T SR T W B S G 3 M, SO, o

Pampered Beauty Therapy ........... 9844 10656 Warrandyte Physiotherapy ........... 9844 1566  PLEASE FILL IN COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE AND DEPOSIT IN BOX AT VENUE.

PoSSOM HONOW ...ucvevseeerssenuessersens 9844 4881 Entries Close: Friday, 3 June 2005 at 5.00pm.. Winner will be drawn on June 3.

Winner announced in The Diary and notified by phone.
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4 WARRANDYTE DIARY VICTORY IGA $100 SHOPPING VOUCHER sup A Iﬂﬂ SR
Y Citizen of the Month

,:' ﬂfmﬁtﬁmﬂ © 402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte

of selfless se,

tothe Warancyis Foall Gub Telephone: 9844 3089 e Facsimile: 9844 4866
Website: www.victoryiga.localgrocer.com.au




warrandyte auction sat |4 may @ | lam

unless sold prior
paddle your own canoe! unrivalled opportunity to

secure 3BR family home, set on a landscaped near
I/4 acre allotment, just a hop, skip and jump to the best
of warrandyte. walk to river. schools and village.

REAL ESTATE PTY LTD

auctioneers

private sale

calling all first home buyers and investors!

sunny 3BR weatherboard home bursting with potential.

quiet court location. walk to eastland, transport,
primary and secondary schools.

warrandyte tender closes 7 june unless sold prior

and you think you're fussy! immaculately presented
4BR home in one of warrandyte's most sought

after family friendly locations. 3 living areas,
master s

suite with study, triple auto garage with
"y

internal access
CFA

. warrandyte

private sale

enjoy life by the yarra! architect designed 4BR + study
home set on over 3/4 acre with direct river access.

immaculately presented, with open plan kitchen/meals

& and lounge/dining, separate rumpus room. spacious deck

with river views. triple car accommodation.

suort the north warrandyte CFA and fire up for the

| warrandyte

property managers

kangaroo ground private sale
affording uninterrupted views of the yarra river

and mt lofty this 2BR mudbrick home set on 5.5 acres
is your own private retreat. how's the serenity!

auction saturday 7 may @ 2pm
unless sold prior
take me to the river! set on LEVEL park-like |.25 acres

f (appx) a stone’s throw to the yarra. spacious 4BR offers

zoned living, open plan kitchen/meals/lounge area with

B ofp, sep living room. elevated deck. ig pool & spa, walk

to river, reserve, schools, shops, transpert & village

WARRANDYTE COMEDY FEST IVAL 2005

OVER FOUR BIG NIGHTS
FRI I3 & SAT 14 MAY, FRI 20 & SAT 21 MAY

tickets on sale now at the grand hotel, monday—friday, 9am-5pm
enquiries phone 9844 2204
proudly supported by vicki gardiner & associates real estate

eal estate category 2002 manningham business awards

gstate categury 2003 & 2004 manmngham business awards

E office@gardinermcinnes.com
- W www.gardinermcinnes.com
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MANNINGHAM

MULLUM MULLUM CREEK
LINEAR PARK

STAGE 2
DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN

PUBLIC EXHIBITION

Manningham Council has prepared a Draft
Management Plan for Mullum Mullum Creek
Linear Park Stage 2, which comprises the area
of public land along both sides of the Mullum
Mullum Creek from Reynolds Road to Tindals
Road, Donvale.

The Draft Management Plan outlines
recommendations for the future use, development,
maintenance and management for this section of
the Linear Park.

Copies of the Draft Management Plan may be

obtained from:

» Customer Service Desk, Manningham City
Council, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster;

* Kay Toussaint, Economic and Environmental
Planning, on 9840 9348 or
kay.toussaint@manningham.vic.gov.au or

* Council’'s web site: www.manningham.vic.gov.au

Written or electronic submissions must be lodged

by no later than Friday 3 June 2005.

tten submissions must be sent to: Ms Teresa

Manager, Economic and Environmental

Manningham City Council, PO Box 1,

aster, Vic 3108 or via email

ingham@manningham.vic.gov.au

i you have any queries about the Mullum

Creek Linear Park Stage 2 Draft
ment Plan please contact Nancy Stokes,
Planner on 9840 9138 or email

COMMUNITY MEETING

Yarra Street &
Warrandyte River Reserve

Urban Realm and
Sign Design Discussion

Wednesday 18th May 2005 @ 7.30 pm
Warrandyte Senior Citizens’ Centre
Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte
(Melway Ref: M35 C1)

This phase of design works undertaken by
consuftants David Lancashire Design and Urban
initiatives in partnership with Manningham City
Council follows recommendations made in the Yarra
Street Urban Design Framework and Warrandyte
River Reserve Management Plan. The purpose of
the meeting is to discuss the concepts proposed for
a new sign suite for the area and urban design
improvements to the Yarra Street precinct.
You are invited to a presentation of conceptual
drawings for the Yarra Street trading precinct and
Warrandyte River Reserve.
Contact: Sarah Shaw, Urban Designer,
Manningham City Council.
Telephone: 9840 9432
Email: sarah.shaw@manningham.vic.gov.au

MB0180

PRINT & COPY CENTRE crovoon

. >
nk Spor
//gﬁf price

Lime, every vime.

PRINTING SERVICE

High Quality Printing for your
business cards, carbonless books,
brochures, fiyers,
business stationery, etc.

in
Short-run Newsletters,
Magazines, Books
and Advertising Materials for
Letterbox Distribution

Comb Binding, Perfect Binding,
Saddie Stitching

<
34 COOLSTORE RD, CROYDON. PHONE 9725 6699
Fax 9725 5384 Email: inkspot@bigpond.net.au

INSTM
EFTPOS & CREDIT CARD FACILITIES

THE REPAIR SHOP

Cty TVs Mi VCRsu:
; s Microwaves

mmunicaTm“s Hi-Fi Computers

CD Players Appliances

Phones Dishwashers

Electric Tools Dryers

Washing Machines, etc
David H
9844 18

o

Computers:

Repairs Advice Cleanup
Virus Removed

CD Burners installed

Telephones:

Building Cabling Moves
Extra Phone Sockets
ACA Licensed Cabler

Wait for the commercials,
then all will be resolvead

66 O, my clever lit-
tle friend. You
think you can
better me do
you? Well take
that!”

And with that, he pulls the fire
extinguisher from the wall
bracket and thoroughly douses
the two aunts, the police in-
spector and the archbishop.

There is muffled giggling as
The End fills the screen and the
credits roll. The audience files
out of the cinema and goes
home, hopefully, to lead their
lives in the same simplistic way
that they see it being led on
both the large and the small
screens.

But life's not like that. It
doesn’t happen in 30-second
comic interludes and each day
isn’t a new episode that will be
initiated, complicated, con-
fused and then resolved by
knock-off time. We have been
reared on instant meals and in-
stant solutions. We have be-
come conned by the joke and
then the ad-break, or the joke
and then a three dot attitude to
life.

When | first started teaching
there were lots of difficulties
and things that needed fixing,
but there was one thing that
now stands out as significant,
and that was the preparedness
of kids to suspend frustration
and boredom. When | went into
class the next day and contin-
ued from where we had left off
the day before, apart from the
few obligatory grumbles, there
was an understanding and an
acceptance that ideas, issues
and skills had to be worked at
over a long period of time.

«_..life’s not like
that. it doesn’t

comic interludes
and each day
isn’t a new

episode that will
be initiated,
complicated,
confused and
then resolved by
knock-off time.”

When | resigned from teach-
ing, the ball game had changed.
After a lifetime of television pro-
grams, kids have come to as-
sume that life happens in half
or one hour passages of time
with rest breaks every five or
so minutes. In-service consult-
ants urge teachers to vary stu-
dent activities every 15 minutes
lest students “lose interest”. To
disagree with this is a bit like
trying to eliminate Eddie

McGuire from the television
screen, but deep down I feel
we're getting it wrong. It's not
just what happens for the per-
formance time that’s important.

Perhaps it's because life has,
apparently, become more com-
plicated and difficult that we
spend a lot of time trying to
make sense of it. Often this re-
sults in an oversimplification of
the world around us. We have
come to expect simple solu-
tions, easy fixes and instant
gratification; a little like Easter
buns and rabbits. We start eat-
ing hot cross buns in February
and have eaten all our choco-
late rabbits by noon on the day
we get them.

Entertainment today teaches
us that “real life” is hyper real.
The more extreme and unlike
our own lives it is, the more real
it must be. We are to forget the
dull or mundane aspects of or-
dinary life.

Which is why I began with the
slapstick ending to the scene.
We have been lulled into a situ-
ation of only thinking about the
superficial. What is outside the
boundary of the lens slips
through our personal signifi-
cance filter.

For example, how many of
you have worried about that
first scene? For example, who,
now, is to clean up the mess in
the room? Will the extinguisher
be refilled in time for the fire
that is about to break out the
following day? How old are the
aunts and did anyone consider
that the policeman was just re-
covering from a bout of pleurisy
and was warned not to get
chilled? And what about the
cost of dry cleaning the arch-

bishop’s clobber? It doesn’t
matter. We only wanted the
punch line joke, not reality.

And what about all those
steamy love scenes? What hap-
pens to all those ripped blouses
and underwear? After the pas-
sionate love scene, do they
both sit on the edge of the bed
sewing? How long does it take
for him to scrabble around on
the floor and under the ward-
robe and bed trying to find
popped buttons? What does
she wear to work the next day?

And even the wonder of the
Resurrection is being diluted.
Why should we be in awe of
such a miracle when we have
seen it accomplished with
unspectacular ease several
times daily, on television. The
Coyote is resurrected many
times each cartoon and you
could name innumerable car-
toon characters who regularly
rise from the dead or near an-
nihilation with apparent ease
and without medical assist-
ance. And do we question the
effect of these? No, just give me
another episode with 30 jokes
and a happy ending.

Perhaps I've just become a
grumpy old man but I bet I'm
not alone. Let’s have less of the
Seinfeld-type self absorption.
Let’s show that life is complex
and can’t be reduced to neatly
packaged sound bites. Let's
work for more than instant
gratification and less of the
quick joke or the facile solution.
I know that cop-out endings are
temptingly simple but if we
keep on resorting to them,
then...

ROGER KIBELL

WARRANDYTE |
WELDING

- All materials welded.
- Your place or mine.
No job too small

RING
NEIL CARTER
9437 2556
0418 357 282

Tel: 03 9846 5551 -«

Qrganic
Central

Not just for the taste
127 James Street, Templestowe Village

7

£ .

Sax: 03 9846 5501

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK
PAVING, etc.

Phone:
Bud Stringer
9844 2448 or
Alex Stringer
9876 6007
Mob 0414 761 754




An iridescent beauty, hiding
modestly in the grasslands

E came in search
of gold. Not the
precious metal va-
riety, but some-
thing just as
rare—a moth, evocatively
named the Golden Sun Moth.
Our destination was the
Craigieburn Grasslands, one of
only five sites in Victoria where
the moth is still known to sur-
vive. My guides were two
ple from the Friends of N‘err
Creek who are passionate about
the grasslands and its inhabit-
ants, especially the moth.

Craigieburn Grasslands is lo-
cated just east of the Hume
Highway, approximately 25 kilo-
metres from the centre of Mel-
bourne.

First impressions were unflat-
tering as we turned off the high-
way down a dead-end road be-
tween a large rubber tyre fac-
tory and a wasteland of weeds.
But as we entered through the
gate, leaving the traffic, facto-
ries and weeds behind, | found
myself surrounded by the larg-
est expanse of natural treeless
grassland | have ever seen. That
it had escaped the greedy jaws
of the bulldozers was a miracle,
for it is prime flat land, much
sought after for industrial and
urban development.

The grassland is now officially
reserved, having been pur-
chased by the state govern-
ment with assistance from fed-
eral funding under the National
Heritage Trust. Not only does
the site protect the Golden Sun
Moth, but is also home to the
endangered Striped Legless Liz-
ard and a nationally threatened
sedge, plus several other rare
plants.

Today it is the moth we have
come to find. Active only in the
middle of the day, the Golden
Sun Moth—true to its name—

uires warmth and sunshine
ore it will fly. Anxiously we
scanned the skies willing the

By PAT COUPAR \

clouds to disperse. The experts
said to look for the male moths
that fly rapidly about a metre
above the ground. And sure
enough, as the sun appeared
and we traversed deeper into
the grassland we found them,
looking and behaving more like
a butterfly than a moth.

One of the fast-flying males
alighted on a grass tussock ena-
bling me to get my first close-
up look at the Golden Sun Moth.
While its name conjures up vi-
sions of a spangled-winged
shimmering creature, the male
moth, it must be said, was a bit-
ter disappointment.

With dark greyish-brown,
cryptically patterned wings, the
only glitter I could see was a
small patch of iridescent green-
ish purple on the forewing.
There was no gold. That, | was
told, is only part of the female’s
attire. But where were the fe-
males? The females don't fly, I
was informed, we must search
for them on the ground in the
bare patches of earth between
the grass tussocks.

We searched. And we
searched. Just as we were
about to accept defeat one of
our party hit the jackpot—a fe-
male crawling over the ground
dragging her long oversize ab-
domen behind her. When we
disturbed her, she raised her
drab forewings in an attempt to
fly and there was the gold we
had been looking for. Her
hindwings were clothed in
golden scales that sparkled in
the sunlight. Stunning.

Her efforts at flight did not
amount to much, she barely
cleared the ground travelling
only a couple of metres. It was

obvious she was more at home
on land than in the air. We
watched as our golden female
walked laboriously across the
bare earth to a grass tussock.
She stopped and probed the
grass with the end of her abdo-
men before inserting her long
tapering ovipositor into the soil
right at the base of the grass.
Moving on to another tussock
the process was repeated. |
knew we were witnessing a spe-
cial event, something few peo-
ple had been privileged to see—
not only had we found this rare
moth, but she was actually lay-
ing eggs!

She lays only one egg at a time
the experts said. I asked if any-

one had seen the caterpillars.
It seems not. The life cycle is
difficult to study because the
eggs hatch underground and
the emerging caterpillars feed
on the roots of grasses, eventu-
ally pupating in vertical silk-
lined tunnels in the soil.

The Golden Sun Moth is criti-
cally endangered. Its grassland
habitat is the most threatened
of all plant communities, with
less than one per cent remain-
ing in tiny fragments. Because
females cannot fly there is no
means for the species to dis-
perse, and so the moths are
marooned on these islands of
grass amidst a sea of suburbia
and with an uncertain future.

A surf-it of Marilyn Moores

66 F bruises from
bottles that

never get bet-

ter/Bad baby

bitching she

screams at the door/Hammer in
hand and her head to the
floor...”

Charming! This is band Sonic
Youth'’s idea of an elegy on the
topic of Marilyn Moore.

Apparently (or so I am told) I
am the last person in Australia
to google my name into that
galactic fleamarket that we call
the internet. So the rest of you
probably know all this stuff al-
ready.

It’s disconcerting to discover
over 12,500 achievements that
have been made in one’s name.
At the USA National University,
for example, I lecture in literacy
and communication; in
Beverley Hills, I am a 10th gen-
eration descendant of Edward
Eidson; in the UK 1am a 25-year-
old victim of the Yorkshire Rip-
per; and in my spare time | am
an FBI executive, a mediocre
portrait ga.mter a moody jazz
singer, a 75-year-old media stu-
dent, a porn movie actress and
a celtic dance instructor. | have
written books on camping, knit-
ting, crochet (using cloth and

By MARILYN MOORE

wire), homeopathic first aid,
basketmaking and poetry, along
with a paper entitled “Effect of
temperature on the transport
properties and morphology of
polymeric asymmetric mem-
branes”. | have even become a
correspondent on the obscure
but no doubt fascinating topic
of menopause cartoons.

My goodness, I do get around.
And no wonder. It turns out that
over a million of me exist in US
federal census records alone.
The name gets over 800,000
mentions in the US births,
deaths and marriages registry.
There are over 39,000 entries
with my name in the US immi-
gration and naturalization col-
lection.

What if | key in my middle
name? Now here’s a weird thing.
The number of entries has gone
up. There are now over 40,000
matches in US immigration
lists. The number of historic
newspaper references to my
same-name counterparts has
risen from about 5,000 to nearly
26,000. This cannot possibly be
true.

I am offered a 14-day free trial
to scan this database. They
must be joking. You don’t need
to waste 14 days to see that the
number of people with the
words “marilyn” and “moore” in
their moniker has to be greater
than the number of people with
both those names and my mid-
dle name as well.

Clearly they think that any-
body who is silly enough to be
wasting this sort of time on the
internet might be gullible
enough to buy their data bank
when they find they’ve made lit-
tle headway during the allotted
14 days.

It wouldn't be so bad if I
thought there was anything
useful in it. | wonder now.
Maybe a millionaire has died

nd left me a fortune, and some
dusty small-town lawyer has
just about given up his lengthy

search for my good self. So let’s
search for “marilyn moore”
alongside “bequeath” and “dol-
lars”. Bingo! There's an entry.
“...Otis is mentioned in his fa-
ther’s will as follows ‘l give and
bequeath to my son ... to be
travelling, ten dollars for the
privilege of ringing the bell." ..."
Damn. Well, it was worth a try.
It's funny that young Otis was
rewarded for bell-ringing. | was
a bell-ringer once, at primary
school, where we had a beauti-
ful old bell in a quaint wooden
bell tower. There was a knack
to ringing it, as | discovered
when I disobeyed the headmas-
ter's instructions on day one
and got the rope stuck in the
top of the conduit that carried
it up through the roof. I took
shelter in the classroom, pre-
tending to work furiously while
the headmaster found a ladder
and scaled the steep gables to
rectify the problem. He was an
oldish man, or so | thought at
the time, but fortunately rather
spry.
Only about two of all those
internet entries had anything to
do with me, but I don't feel too
bad about that. Real life is made
up of much more interesting
stuff!
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Harmony Shop
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® Crystals, Silver Crystal Jewellery...
® Books, Music, Incense, Cards, Gifts...
® Therapies, Readings, Classes, Workshops...

72 Yarra Street,

)Ce ntre

Warrandyte 3

TAXATION AND A

NTIN

« Taxation Retum Preparation
» Electronic Lodgement Service
* Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE

9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

STONEHOUSE

GALLERY

MAY EXHIBITION: ‘THE GARDEN PATCH’
fabulous textile art by Michelle Mischkuinig

Stitching painting gathering and twisting brilliantly coloured
thread and fabric to create a “secret garden”.

Exhibition from 30th April to 30th May

Quality Australian gifts for all occasions * OPEN DAILY 10am—5pm
323 Ringwood/Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3629
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WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

EXTENSIONS -
OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES

WARREN CO

MOB: 0417 902 802

RENOVATIONS -

PERGOLAS

weli

POTTERY CLASSES

COTTLESBRIDGE

*» AUTUMN ENROLMENTS

= DAY EVENING AND
WEEKEND CLASSES

» FRIENDLY RELAXED
ATMOSPHERE

* BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED
STUDENTS

* CHILDREN'S CLASSES

JUDY TREMBATH
9719 7431

SHAPES
BOBCAT &
TIPPER HIRE

DRIVEWAYS
CLEANUPS
SITE PREPARATION
LANDSCAPING

PHONE 9844 2117
0410 402 046

DOMINIC BARRO
IRENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS|

HIA 522019
Registered Building Practitioner D.B. 04170

HIA Accredited Renovator Member
HIA Tradesline Member
HIA NKBA Member
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc.

Bk [ 65T

9850 3592 = 0412 331 464

Experience Counts for Everything

bradley curtis

ELECTRICIAN

A Domestic

A Commercial

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

extensions
SIRENOVATIONS

Registered Building Prodiitioner D8U 22829

Friendly Local Service

HIA MEMBER

27 years Trade Experience

QUALITY BUILDER

extensions *® renovations * alterations
kitchens * bathrooms

PHONE ANDREW

9844 0068 0411 114012

WATER PUMP

SALES/SERVICE
Fire Fighting

Household Water Pressure
Garden Watering

Tank Filling

FOR ADVICE IN SELECTING YOUR PUMP OR ASSISTANCE WITH SERVICE

Contact Geoff Day 9844 2423

135 Research Road, Nth Wammandyte
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The Wal Fitzpatrick bench

Seriousl

| heard they found a body,
weed wrapped on the rocks
below the high cliff path

where | daily joined the birds at dawn.

| loved the comfort of that solitude
inhaling the crisp morning

and stroked by sun'’s creeping
strands,

the only sound, the sea's distant
swoosh.

| saw him that day | think,
sitting seaward on the fence.

| noticed his woollen waistcoat,
hand knitted.

He didn’t turn as | passed,

so focussed was he on the sea.
Strange, given the usual grin and
nod

of us early walkers.

A dark cloud

tainted my horizon—

What's he doing there—precarious
on the fence

when the welcoming bench is so
close?

But that cloud

is not allowed

to ooze its way

into my taut blue sky again.

W

Why go organic at Ginkgo?

We take your health seriously, its in our Vision Statement
You get Friendly Genuine Service & Nutritional advice
Uplift your day with the Ginkgo Atmosphere
Ethical Trading Policy, we don’t just buy and sell Organic Food
Local Employment and Commitment to local Community
We supply biodynamic fresh produce whenever we can

TR, I It

o i Ll ol o T

hy?

Your health
No hormones
No pesticides

No food additives
No irradiation

No toxic chemicals, antibiotics or fertilisers

Significantly more nutrients and minerals
Better taste and smell

Reduces negative impact on the environment
0. Unites and empowers rural communities

So | pushed it away
and kept walking.
Minding my business.
Ignoring his.

The bench was inscribed
“In memory of Wal Fitzpatrick”.
It had a back and arms,

quite comfortable—for a bench.

It was set back from that edge
with a vista generous and
embracing.

A place to absorb the beauty
ponder the timeless sweep.

The fence was there

to stop erosion.

A narrow single plank—
slow bum torture.

Its view was full of nature’s fury—
great angry bites from the cliff side
exposing soft ochre flesh

above the rock

's sharp teeth.

The fence was there

to stop people

getting too close

to the edge.

And now when

| heard,

the cloud came back

bringing with it
all those “what

What if I'd said

ifs”.

“Nice morning”

admired his waistcoat,
talked about Wal Fitzpatrick

who also loved

to sea dream,

who died of natural causes

at 92.
What if I'd said
“Look,

there’s his bench.”

KAREN THROSSELL

Y, 90 org

anic

Where organic food
is not a luxury,
it’s the way
it’s meant to be.

Seriously & Positively.

FIND US

... 152 Yarra St Warrandyte

PHONE US

PARK

... 9844 3282

... Behind the Community Ctr
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Perfect weather and an ever-growing awareness 90 years on of
the significance of Anzac Day drew a big crowd to Warrandyte’s
march and memorial service last month.

In a response at least as big as last year’s, hundreds turned out
to pay their respects. And particularly pleasing to the local RSL
Sub-Branch was the number of young people among them.

The service was conducted in the memorial grounds by civil cel-
ebrant John Byrne, who also made youth a central theme of his
address.

Assisting in the service were the 31st Australian Cadet Unit,
Lachlan McSwain (bagpipes), Tom Reynolds (bugle), the Bellbird
Singers and Hank Van Der Helm, who did the reading.
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1. / ( OLIERE'S classical French
A\ /A ‘ comedy, “The Imaginary
\ V/| | Invalid”, was first per-
| | formed in 1673 but has lost
5 \J £ 5 none of its freshness. It
mocks both an arrogant medical pro-
fession and its gullible clientele, and
like Moliere’s earlier comedies, is heav-
ily influenced by the Italian Commedia
Dell’arte troupes with their larger-
than-life caricatures. Recently staged
Warrandyte High School Year
eatre studies class, “The Imagi-
y Invalid” gave the audience plenty
1joy in a colourful and well-di-
rected production
The 195 lish translation by John
Wood is linguistically archaic but none
at. Being almost Shake-
poetry and wit, the
s vital to the vig-
derful characters
produced a lively
at made mincemeat
age. This type of
y appears aightforward but
eptively difficult to perform. An
rational performance by Shane
hard in the role of Argan formed
the centrepiece of a very creditable

By MARILYN MOORE

production.

This old miser spends most of the
play in an armchair centre stage, en-
sconced in wraps and propped up on
pillows. He complains unceasingly of
nebulous ailments, and is attended by
a bevy of devoted servants
(“Toinettes™) and a medical team of
pompous gits. The wonderful script
and Pritchard’s expressive facial antics
and finely controlled mannerisms had
the audience riveted. The pace never
lagged and much of it was very funny,
the scene where Argan chats with his
little finger excruciatingly so.

The plot interweaves several stories
as each of the characters acts out his
or her own agenda. Stingy old Argan
has decided to marry his beautiful
daughter Angelique (Kate Burns) off to
budding young doctor Thomas
Diafoirus (John Fernandez), in order
that he might provide himself with a

lifetime of free medical treatment. The
fact that Thomas is more than a bit of
an idiot doesn’t appear to bother him.
Angelique, meanwhile, has fallen in
love with the clever and handsome
Cleante (Damien McLean), who pre-
tends to be her music master in order
to visit her. Argan’s mercenary wife
Beline (Jennifer Dix) cannot wait to get
her hands on her husband’s wealth;
she eggs him on in his “illness” and
urges him to shut Angelique away in a
convent. The reverence with which
Argan defers to his medical advisors,
despite the fact that they appear ri-
diculously inept, is a running theme.
Moliere, unlike many of his era, had a
healthy respect for the intelligence of
women, and the character of Toinette
(played in this instance by several ac-
tors more or less in unison) is not
fooled by anybody. The aunts Beralde
(in the original script this character is
a single brother to Argan but in the
WHS production Beralde takes the
form of two sisters) are similarly as-
tute, and treat their brother’s humours
with little sympathy. Angelique’s
younger sister (half-sister?) Louison
(prettily played by Sam Dehmel) takes

Former Warrandyte
Uniting Church minister,
Syd Smale, died recently.
The following tribute is
adapted from material
supplied by his family.

N 1925, Sydney Stuart Smale was
born in his grandparent’s home
on the Deeside, Scotland. The
third child of Annie and Thomas
Smale, he was their first son.

Struggling to make ends meet, life
was hard. When Syd’s father died, his
mother took work as a live-in house-
keeper. In order to contribute to the
family income, Syd had no choice but
to leave school at 14 and take up an
apprenticeship as a fitter and turner.
In 1943, at aged 17, he followed his
grandfather and father into the Royal
Navy as a ship’s engineer on an aircraft
carrier.

As the war was ending he met and
married Mary Knox. By 1952, he was
the father of two daughters, Aileen and
Vivien. Deciding that post-war Scot-
land held few prospects, the young
family set sail for Australia. They ar-
rived in Bell Bay, Tasmania, where Syd
was to work with Ferrantes, an engi-
neering firm.

Although Syd had an interest in the
church, and was a young elder and
youth leader at St Brides in Edinburgh,
arriving in the new country he re-
sponded to the calling of the church
to go into the Presbyterian ministry.
This was a courageous decision and
led to him completing Year 12 at
Taylors College in Melbourne. He then
completed a Bachelor of Arts at the

the small but vital role of tell-tale.

Kate Burns played a delightful
Angelique—one of few characters
without foible, Burns had only to main-
tain a charming gravity and sing like a
nightingale to enchant.

Jennifer Dix was magnificent as
Argan’s grasping wife Beline—haughty
yet vulnerable. Damien McLean made
a fine Cleant, although his voice in the
duet became a little lost beside Kate
Burns’s resonant soprano.

The role of the Toinettes (Kim Fidder,
Taryn Sharks, Sasha Habermehl and
Emily Chaffee) is not to be underesti-
mated—they acted as everything from
props to narrators, supporting actors
to general continuo, reinforcing at
every turn the good and bad of it all.
Firm direction by drama teacher Niki
Pidd kept them nicely focussed and
their rapid changes in expression
brought to mind a sort of kaleidoscope
of chameleon actor Drew Forsythe.
This was an excellent attempt at the
near-impossible.

The doctors (played by Lachlan
Ruthven, Robert Haines and John
Fernandez) were superb—what a
speechifying array of self-important

University of Melbourne, his theologi-
cal training at Ormond College.

During this time Syd was given the
home mission station of Poowong in
South Gippsland. His family, which had
now grown with the birth of his son
Andrew, lived in Poowong while Syd
boarded during the week in Cariton
The small country parish of Poowong
opened its heart to Syd and his family,
and lifelong friendships were born.

The final years of his study saw the
family relocated to Clifton Hill and the
birth of their fourth child Judith. Over-
whelmed by the demands of work,
study and a growing family, Syd was
about to throw it all in. Out of the blue,
the Presbyterian Church in Woomera
approached Ormond College with the
offer of support for any minister in
training who needed financial assist-
ance,

This generosity and intervention gal-
vanised him to complete his studies
and he was ultimately ordained into
the Presbyterian Church in 1960 and
called to the parish of Rosanna. This
was followed by five happy and pro-
ductive years in the developing area
of Melbourne and saw the birth of
Syd’s fifth child, Joanne.

In 1964, he received a call to First
Church of Otago, Dunedin, New Zea-
land. Part of this call involved the set-
ting up of a new counselling centre.
This exciting initiative led to Syd be-
ing awarded a Churchill Scholarship to
visit a number of countries, to observe
the work of the church in inner city set-
tings.

A% the end of this decade, Syd re-
ceived a call to return to Melbourne
to lead in the role of Director of Home
Missions, the process of unification of

ctures by
STEPHEN REYNOLDS

nongs—and the pharmacist M.
Fleurant (Sasha Habermehl) wonder-
fully Marxian (in the Groucho sense,
that is). Perhaps the garb and antics
of suitor Thomas Diafoirus were a lit-
tle too foolish to be believable, but the
audience certainly enjoyed his clown-
ing.

As well as acting in all the roles, the
Year 12 drama students put an enor-
mous amount of work into the produc-
tion as a whole. Sets, costuming, make-
up, lights, program, sound effects and
stage management dovetailed nicely
on the whole, although some of the
timing was a little amiss. The set was
minimal yet effective; in contrast, cos-
tuming was intricate and detailed, in-
stantly characterising each actor as
ridiculous, vain, pert, sweet, strong
or ineffectual. Expertly achieved!
Vibrant, mask-like make-up supported
the style most effectively. Some of
the props, too, were so dramatic that
they took on a life of their own, most
notably the horrifically enormous sy-
ringe.

All in all this was a production well
worth seeing, bringing as it did one of
the great classics truly to life.

| [ | t
the Presbyterian, Methodist and Con-
gregational churches that gave birth
to the Uniting Church in Australia.

Syd’s next challenge was to go back
into a parish when he was called as
minister to St Aidans Uniting Church
in North Balwyn. This was a period of
innovation and progressive ministry
for Syd as he strove to ensure the
church embraced its young people and
moved with the times.

In 1978, the third momentous change
occurred in Syd’s professional life
when he became an academic at RMIT.
This change saw him grow as a lecturer
and researcher and he completed his
Master of Social Sciences on the myths
of the midlife crisis. This time ushered
in a period of enormous energg, influ-
ence and accomplishment as Syd, for
example, took distance education into
the Australian outback, and travelled
extensively around the world deliver-
ing conference papers.

er retiring from RMIT at 65, Syd
returned to the church and embraced
the Warrandyte parish with both he
and Mary forging stron%iendshl s
within the congregation. When this de-
lightful period of his life came to an
end Syd rose to the occasion yet again,
€00

inating the Victorian Council of
Churches community recovery minis-

t'¥hls included establishing teams
across Victoria to respond to the
needs of those who had been touched
by disasters such as bushfires, floods,
the Bali bombings, and the Monash
University shooting.

He was involved in the Melbourne
ecumenical service held to celebrate
the resilience of the survivors of the
Port Arthur massacre in 1996.



FPassion
of the
painter

HEN Walter Magilton,

the son of a family of

Port Campbell dairy

farmers with no art or

academic background,
left school at the end of fourth form
in 1949, he returned to the land. It
took the arrival of a young bush
teacher to help him make the break
from farming life into the world of
art.

“Four generations ago we came
from poor Irish stock. My brothers
and all my hundreds of cousins lived
on the land,” Walter, 71, said, “and |
was the black sheep who became an
art teacher.”

Lleu Evans, now in his 90s, clicked
with Walter, taking an interest in his
painting. The acclaimed Warrandyte
artist said it was this teacher who
encouraged him to return to school
and do what would become his life’s
work. “He introduced me to real art-
ists’ brushes, watercolour paper and
books on art, and as the wheel
turned he encouraged my older
brother and I,” Walter said.

“My father said to me if you don't
think you're cut out for farming then
I can pay for training. When I was 18
or 19 I went back to school at
Geelong High, highly motivated. I
think I was Victoria’s first mature-
age student!

“Later when Lleu Evans was teach-
ing at Carey he became my mentor
and I much later did his portrait and
presented it to the school. He was a
useless teacher of maths but he had
an incredible knowledge of litera-
ture. He got me going and we be-
came good friends.” Walter still vis-
its the old man, who lives in
Footscray.

Walter’s parents, both from large
Baptist families, had slightly differ-
ent educational attitudes. His moth-
er's side gave education a greater
priority while his father’s family put
education “on the back burner”, con-
centrating on survival. “If there’s art
in the genes it’s from my mother’s
side,” Walter said.

Growing up in the western district,
hospitals were remote and Walter's
mother had had “a terrible time”
bearing children, with three sons
surviving, a daughter born dead, an-
other daughter with Downs syn-
drome dying very young and a third
who survived childhood but was
disabled, having been totally de-
pendent throughout her life.

Walter finished school and went to
teachers’ college, putting his own
talent on the back burner “for about
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By PRUDENCE TRUBY KING

1000 years” until he became ex-
hausted with big classes as a busy
teacher. “I think I did one painting
in three years. But the frustrations
of being a schoolteacher led me to
paint. I drove past this old disused
cottage where the Christian school
is now in Donvale and I had a gut
feeling that I should be painting
properly and not just be an art
teacher. So I got out my old paint kit,
hammered my old brushes into
shape and chiselled the old palette.
But when I got back to the cottage it
had been demolished!

“It was like a match to a fuse—I
gave up teaching to run my own stu-
dio and I've just finished 31 years of
serious painting,” he said.

“l have lots of students—I love
teaching. Thirty or 40 adult students
come to my studio and I'm very
proud of the ones who've gone on
to fulltime study. Three of them have
Masters of Arts. I like to think I open
students’ eyes rather than close
them,” he said.

Walter has exhibited in London,
judged prestige art shows, including
being on the panel for the
Camberwell Rotary art show and
has judged the Victor Harbour. “The
Camberwell has $60,000 worth of
prizemoney and lots of classes.
Judges have to make a concensus on
the painting’s skills, originality and
quality which is not easy with three
different people with different opin-
ions. It's hard, hard yacka and we
take it very seriously. We must be
seen to be honest.”

His favourite piece by a single per-
son is Michelangelo’s David but he
also finds gothic churches inspiring.
“David embodies the eternal spirit
of interested enquiry in the human
soul, while churches are the work of
complex communities. The window
designers, book designers, stonema-
sons, those who grow the crops to
feed them, there's not any equiva-
lent today.”

Walter loves the sense of pride
some of the Heidelberg School paint-
ers gave to Australia. He and Denise
— they have been together 13 years
— have just returned from a full-on
painting trip to central Australia. “I
like to feel proud of this very unique
continent. I'm very interested in
Aboriginal affairs and | have a young
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Aboriginal painter friend in Mildura
who sang at our wedding. Injustice,
especially in Aboriginal communi-
ties, angers me. My thoughts on
John Howard are totally unprintable.
I'm also angered by intolerance to
other people’s religion. Churches,
mosques, synagogues and grave-
yards being vandalised makes me
extremely angry. The incredibly un-
equal spread of wealth is a great dis-
appointment.”

He finds older artists like Monet
and Lloyd Rees, who both painted
into their 90s, very inspirational.
“They had this fantastic passion to
paint despite losing their sight and
being crippled with arthritis. Look
at Louis Kahan, in his 90s he was
talking about his future. I have a
friend who’s 84—he might be 87 ac-
tually—who was saying he can't play
tennis as well as he used to. I love
the thought of old people making a
contribution. If you give them the
mental attitude that at 65 they retire
and sit in a retirement home then
they rot. You don’t produce your
best work until you mature.”

Walter and his first wife Allison
lived in East Burwood in a self-
propagating, overgrown garden but
they wanted more orchard and more
space. They looked around and kept
coming back to Warrandyte. “It
seemed to have something here,”
Walter said. “I've been in the house
for 32 years now and the place has
got my soul. I'm a citizen of
Warrandyte, although by some peo-
ple’s stance I'm a Johnny-come-
lately!”

He is an admirer of craft. “When
Allison died from cancer over 20
years ago, Cliff Green helped write
her eulogy. The way he fashioned
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sentences was an absolute revela-
tion. The way he made it make sense
is similar to the way artists put a
painting together. I'm not especially
creative but I'm a good craftsman
and the craft for an artist is to rec-
ognise good composition, present
the work in its frame. The problem
some contemporary artists have is
that they have great ideas but not
good craftsmanship.” He found it
very hard staging a retrospective ex-
hibition of Allison’s work after she
died from cancer over 20 years ago.
“It was very tough going through her
studio and her effects but I was also
incredibly proud of the exhibition.
People die early or something hap-
pens to them. It’s a great sadness to
me when people can’t or don't
achieve their full potential.

“I want to keep achieving a high
standard at painting. It doesn’t get
any easier as | keep setting the
standards higher! I'm trying to fit in
all the things | want to do, Twenty-
four hours is not enough time. I must
finish my tax or I'll end up in gaol—
I've got a million things on at the
moment.

“Ilike seeing young people take ini-
tiative and I'm particularly proud of
the Warrandyte Youth Art Awards—
there's a fabulous new crop year af-
ter year. Young people in church are
doing amazing things in the commu-
nity and the future is in very good
hands,” he said.

“I'm always being asked to do
things in the community—I hardly
ever say no. Denise and | are doing
a peace wall for the Uniting Church,
preparing the overall plan. I've a big
passion for vintage MG cars and the
family has a collection of them and
we go on rallies, interstate some-

Picture by DENISE KEELE-BEDFORD

times. | race radio-controlled yachts
on Lilydale Lake. This year we were
asked to make scarecrows for the
festival and I was very proud of
working together making this great
black scarecrow out of black
bedsheets thrown over tomato
stakes with a fisherman's float for a
head and rubber gloves sprayed
black, all made in a very short time.

“But the Boyles, people at the Di-
ary, this district is a fabulous place
to live in. You say hello to someone
in the bank or the supermarket—
there’s a sense of belonging. People
living rich and rewarding lives. Gar-
dening on the banks of the Yarra
with the birds and bush all around
us. The environment | live in, sitting
on the riverbank watching the moon
rise, the seasonal change—I
wouldn’t swap it for anything, but
painting wins hands down.

“A mansion on the cliff-face at
Portsea doesn’t appeal in the least
and if I won a trillion dollars I
wouldn’t move from where | am.

“I've been incredibly lucky as a per-
son—I've had some bad moments
but the good far outweigh them. 1
want to depart this planet knowing I
haven't wasted my talent. | see my
life as a series of chapters. | don't
stop looking backwards but I'm in
the next chapter and getting on. I en-
joyed my 40s far more than my 30s
and in my 50s it was ‘bring on the
60s’. Life is very full and when the
time comes, I'll be saying ‘don’t call
me now, Lord, | havent finished’.

“Denise says | still have a bit of boy
wonder in me. | hope I have. 1 want
to be Robert Redford when 1 grow
up. My mother lived until she was
nearly 97 and | hope 1 live as long.
I've new tubes of paint to use up.”
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Tourism networking

In line with Manningham coun-
cil's commitment to the Valley
of the Arts Tourism Board, the
council is arranging a Valley of
the Arts networking function to
be held on Wednesday, May 25
from 11.30am to 1.30pm at
Stonehouse Café and Gallery,
321 Yarra Street, Warrandyte.
Café and restaurant owners,
commercial and public galler-
ies, B&B and accommodation,
tour and tourism businesses
from the region are invited to
attend. Guest speaker is Ms
Astrid Adamson, Food and

Vitiritti
0412 593 314

Painter &
Decorator

AGE DEFYING makeup now with BOTAFIRM"

Reduces the appearance of lines
by up to 50% in 2 weeks’

Over 75% of women found their skin looked
firmer and more radiant after just one week.

REVLON

Warrandyte

pharmacy

5 Goidfields Piaza Shopping Centre
Wamrandyte Rd, Wamandyte. Ph: 9844 2029

“The Diary's the best newspaper
published in Warrandyte, Ock!”

“It's the only newspaper
published in Warrandyte, Clyde!”

FOR ADVERTISING CALL 9844 3819

Warrandyte
Community
Market - |

K
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Under the gum trees,
beside the Yarra on
Stiggants Reserve,

Yarra Street, Warrandyte
First Saturday of each
month — except January,
9am—1pm.

Come and join in!
Hand-crafted gifts of

all kinds, toys, art works,
pottery, plants, clothing,
gift cards, leatherwork,
cakes, jams, honey, fruit,
produce.

Ample parking.

Light refreshments
available.

Wine Tourism Victoria. She will
speak on Tourism Victoria's re-

| cently released “food and wine
| strategy” and how it will help

your business. Cost is $25 pay-
able in advance by May 16 to
Stonehouse Café. Bookings to
Ms Skye Dean at the café on
9844 0644.

Conducted by JUDY GREEN

Drop your news in the letterbox in
the front door of our office at the
Community Centre, fax it to 9844
4168, or post it to PO Box 209,
Warrandyte, 3113, by thelast Friday
in the month.

Community

The annual general meeting of
the Warrandyte Community
Association will take the form
of a public forum, to be held at
the new North Warrandyte
Community Centre, Research
(Melways 23:D9) on Thursday,
May 12 at 8pm. Fielding resi-
dents’ questions and comments
will be local MPs and council-
lors from both sides of the river.

AGM

The annual general meeting of
the Warrandyte Mechanics In-
stitute and Arts Association will
be held in the WMIAAA Hall, cnr
Mitchell Avenue and Yarra
Street, Warrandyte on Monday,
June 6 at 8pm. All welcome.

Dance

The 50-50 cabaret dance at the
South Warrandyte Hall in Hall
Road is now running fort-
nightly—on every second and
fourth Saturday: May 14, May
28, June 11 and June 25. BYO
everything. Basic teaching of-
fered free of charge. From
7.30pm.

Prayer

Warrandyte churches are com-
bining for a service for the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity.
The service will be held at the
Warrandyte Uniting Church in
Taroona Avenue on Sunday,
May 15 at 7pm.

The first 2005 concert from the Eitham Community Band is entitled “Opera in Eltham” and will

feature popular arias sung by Lesley Walton and Ray Khong

(pictured) who performed with the

band at the Warrandyte Carols by Candlelight in 2004. Performances will be under the direction
of local musician Barry McKimm. There are two performances on Saturday, May 21 at 7.30pm
and Sunday, May 22 at 2pm. Tickets $§15, $12 concession. Bookings to 9439 5391 or by email:
president@eltham concertband.org. The performances will be at the Eltham Community Centre,

Pitt Street, Eltham.

Pain

The Manningham Community
Health Service is conducting
“Managing Your Pain”, a six ses-
sion course run by a counsel-
lor, an occupational therapist
and a physiotherapist. It will be
held at the health service’s
rooms, cnr Doncaster and
Blackburn roads, between
10am and 12noon on Thurs-
days, from June 2. Call 8841
3000 for further information.

Bowling

Donvale Bowls Club are having
a free learn to bowl day on Sun-
day, May 29 from 1pm to 4pm
at their club, Mullum Mullum
Reserve, cnr Reynolds and
Springvale roads. Free coaching
and bowls are provided. Flat-
soled shoes must be worn. Fun
for all.

Repairs

Warrandyte Toy Library is seek-
ing a handyman to help with toy
maintenance. Please call
Sondra on 9844 0102 or Melinda
on 9844 0449 if you can help.

Dinners

Manningham council, in part-
nership with local businesses,
is running a series of progres-
sive lunch tours over the next
few months in Tunstall Square,
Templestowe Village, Bulleen
Plaza and Warrandyte. The
Warrandyte events will be “Win-

ter in Warrandyte (open fires)”
on Wednesday, July 20 and “Dis-
cover Warrandyte Gold (or-
ganic foods)” on Wednesday,
September 7. Bookings for both
occasions to Meredith Thorn-
ton on 9844 2527.

Flab

“Fighting the Flab” for men is a
6-session group program for
men who want to lose weight.
It is being organised by Man-
ningham Community Health
Service and will take place on
Wednesdays from 2pm to 4pm
commencing May 18. Cost is
$30. Bookings are essential on
8841 3000.

Anniversary

To mark their 50th birthday cel-
ebrations, the Warrandye Arts
Association is busy collecting,
cataloguing and scanning the
association’s archives. If any-
one has any treasures in their
cupboard please contact Pat
Anderson on 9844 3442

Seminar

The next Manningham council
environment seminar will be
held at the function room,
Grand Hotel, 120 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte on Wednesday,
June 1 commencing at 7.30pm.
The speaker will be Andrew
Pritchard who will look at
“Threatened Flora Species Re-
covery”.

COREY’S COMMUNITY _ By SYD & ONA
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Birthday

The 30th birthday celebrations
of the Templestowe Valley Pre-
School will be held at the pre-
school at 3 Birchwood Avenue,
Lower Templestowe (Melways
33:A5) on Sunday, June 5, from
10am to 5pm. It will be an open
family fun day, featuring a
whole host of attractions.
Phone 9850 for more informa-
tion.

o
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Bundanon

“Bundanon: spirit of place”
is the title of local artist
Denise Keele-bedford's cur-
rent exhibition being held at
the Angela Robarts-Bird Gal-
lery at Gasworks Arts Park,
21 Graham Street, Albert
Park. The works are inspired
by her recent period as art-
ist in residence at Arthur
Boyd's “Bundanon” in New
South Wales. The exhibition
includes works on paper in
mixed media and an instal-
lation of vessels containing
paper scrolls, paper pack-
ages and organic forms. It
will be open from May 17 to
June 12. The subjects for the
artwork are based on found
organic forms, natural and
created environments, tex-
tures and animal tracks.

Indigenous

Manningham Gallery is pre-
senting “Walert: Possum”, an
exhibition of contemporary
indigenous works brought
together for the first time in
recognition of Reconcilia-
tion Week. It will feature
works based on the possum
skin cloaks worn tradition-
ally in south-east Australia
by the indigenous people
and will be open from May
10 to June 4 at 699 Doncaster
Road, Doncaster.

Stonehouse

The May exhibition at
Stonehouse Gallery, 323
Warrandyte-Ringwood
Road, Warrandyte—"The
Garden Patch"—will feature
textile art by Michelle
Mischkulnig. Brilliantly col-
oured thread and fabric is
stitched, painted, gathered
and twisted to create the
“Secret Garden”. The gallery
is open from 10am to 5pm

daily.
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Age of the
Under-13s

By SONIA RAPPELL

To say that netball is booming at Under-13 level
in Warrandyte is quite an understatement.
Warrandyte Netball Club have no fewer than five
Under-13 teams in the Doncaster and District
competition, which makes for a lot of intraclub
as well as interclub rivalry.

Two of the Warrandyte teams — U13/1 and U13/
2 — play in Section 1 and two others (U13/4 and
U13/5) are in Section 4, so it's often a case of
Warrandyte versus Warrandyte on Saturday
mornings at the Templestowe Leisure Centre.

A snapshot of each of the Under-13 teams is
provided here by their enthusiastic coaches,

U13/4

13/1 SPARROWS:

Coaches: Lynley Hurst, Emma Stanley

Team: Jennie Annand, Montana Cox, Brigitte
Freemantle, Sarah Lewis, Lucinda Link, Kelsie
Nabben, Harriet Rappell, Hannah Twite, Ally Van
Summeren.

GUMNUTS:

Coaches: Lauren Reid,
Alice Saunders.

Team: Emily Bird, Melba
Blyth-Elvin, Ashleigh
Carroll, Kellie May, Geor-
gette McKeough, Claudia
McKeough, Alanah Murrell,
Julia Robertson, Ruby
Stansfield, Emily Waugh. §&

Coach Lauren says: “Af-
ter a disruptive start to the
season we came back af-
ter the school holidays to
score another win. This is
where things begin to get
serious. The girls are now
starting to settle into their
positions and we are look-
ing forward to the rest of
the season.”

Coach Lynley says: “
wanting to try hard, learn new thin
selves. They are a nice bunch t
are succeeding, being near the to
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U13/2 WALLABIES:

Coaches: Karen May, Elin Twite.

Team: Hannah Clark, Elsha Cottier, Jessica
Drohan, Jessica Dusting, Jessica May, Sheridan
Pearce, Mikaela Smith, Bianca Stockley, Emily Van

Coach Karen says: “The girls
in Section 1 aft ter haunq been
2. They are a t
best every ween.'

13/5 KINGFISHERS:

Coaches: Amie Dusting, Maxine Lockey.

Team: Taylah Brendish, Akela Coutts, Nastasya
Foster-Zuluaga, Selene Foster-Zuluaga, Shelby
Greenlaw, Samantha Hayes, Dayle Humphreys, Jor-
dan Coombs, Gemma Lindsay-Knape, Hannah
Thornton.

Coach Amie says: “We started off the season in
Section 4 and the girls are putting in an enormous
effort to further extend their skill levels. They had
their first win recently against Koonung and we are
all looking forward to the rest of the season.”

Coaches: Karen Green, Caitlyn Hurst.
Team: Annushia Andrews, Claudia Bowers, Kaya
Dean, Helena Dwyer, Sarah Green, Zanetta Hosking,
Aimee Hurst, Morgan Hurst, Melissa Moritz.
Coach Karen says: “It's been a terrific start to the
year and we are currently sitting on top of the lad-
der. We have a well balanced team with everyone
contributing to the team's success. The girls'
strengths are their positive attitude and teamwork.”

Youngsters shine in the preliminaries

By TONY OLIVER

match, winning 49-15. Andrew

The Redbacks' second Under-

The winter season of Saturday
basketball is just under way
with early grading matches
sorting out the teams.

In the younger age groups,
Warrand nder-9, Under-
11 and Under-13 A-grade boys
all had good wins against
Doncats on May 7 at
Warrandyte Community Sports
Centre.

The Under-13s were never se-
riously challenged in their

Clough topscored with an im-
ressive 18 points, assisted by
gam Allardice with 10.

Equally impressive were the
Under-11s, winning 58-12.
Jacob Ballard with 17, Jake Win-
kle with 14 and Sam Holton with
10 were the main contributors.

Mandy Ratcliffe guided her
Under-9s to a 20-13 win, but
Greg Pearson’s Under-17 boys
were well beaten by 11 points
in a rough game against Balwyn.

17 side were more successful,
winning 24-14 after leading 10-
6 at the break. Matt Camm and
Richard Domeyer each contrib-
uted five points, with four
apiece coming from Aaron
Delacy, Bryce Petalas and Matt
Spinosa.

Coach Grant King was hapgy
with the win, but recognised the
boys will need to improve their
shooting percentage.

This is essentially the same

side that won their grade as
Under- 16s and will need to take
the next step.

The final match of the at
WCSC saw Malcolm’s Ander-
son’s Under-15 boys taking on
Eltham.

The Redbacks opened well
but Eltham closed the gap be-
fore Sam Porter scored on a fast
break to give Warrandyte a 15-
12 lead at the break.

The Redbacks again started
well in the second half, holding

Eltham scoreless for the first
nine minutes. The scoring was
balanced for the remainder of
the game, Warrandyte winning
39-24.

Leading the scoring were Mat-
thew Lane with 12 and Sam Por-
ter with 11.

The Redbacks have welcomed
former intercollegiate star
Maree Vincent from America to
take on the coaching role with
their Under-13 and Under-15
girls.

Despite the Under-13s" 26-7
loss to Doncats, Vincent was
very positive about her youn
charges. Nicolette Prior score§
all but one of Warrandyte's
points.

The Under-19 girls would not
appear destined to repeat re-
cent top-age success, finding
A-grade difficult. They were
never in the hunt against

Bal , going down 51-20, with
Jess Howe leading the scoring
with 12,



Veteran fast bowler Gerald
Walshe has won his second
Jack McAuley Club Champion
award at the Warrandyte
Cricket Club.

The announcement was
made at last month’s presen-
tation night and was a fitting
reward for an outstanding sea-
son that also saw him win the
First XI bowling award.

The highlight of the season
was Walshe’s 813 that took
Warrandyte to an outright win
over South Croydon. He took
38 wickets at an average of
10.95

The First XI batting award
was won for the third time by
Adam White, who scored 305
runs at 30.5.

The senior awards night was
also highlighted by the per-
formances of junior players.

Fourteen-year-old Ayrton
Dehmel won the Second XI
bowling trophy, taking 29
wickets with his off-breaks at
an average of 12.62.

Another 14-year-old, Chris
Barry, won the Fourth XI bat-
ting trophy, scoring 417 runs
at 59.57. Barry also took out
the Maria McGhee Memorial

Robert White, clubperson
award.

Award for the best performed
junior in the senior competi-
tion.

Under-14 player Jack Wright
won the Fifth XI bowling award,
taking 18 wickets at 19.0.

Third XI captain Eddie Cauchi
had another outstanding year
with the ball, taking 34 wickets
at 9.59. He not only won the
club award but also took out
the RDCA bowling award for the
second successive year.

Gerald, you've
done it again!

The 2004-05 awards:

First XI: Batting, Adam
White; bowling Gerald Walshe;
fielding Marc Centofanti; cap-
tain’s award Andrew Jarvis.

Second X: Batting Brett
Kline; bowling Ayrton Dehmel;
fielding Craig Lincoln; cap-
tain's award Craig Lincoln.

Third XI: Batting Nathan
Croft; bowling Eddie Cauchi;
fielding Oliver Hatch; cap-
tain's award Daniel Kitetly.

Fourth XI: Batting Chris
Barry; bowling Graeme Rees;
fielding Jake Sheriff; captain’s
award Tim Hookey.

Fifth XI: No batting award;
bowling Jack Wright; fielding
Dylan Clements; captain’s
award, Will Standing.

Jack McAuley Shield for sen-
ior club champion: Gerald
Walshe.

Darryl Valentine Shield for
senior club champion other
than First XI: Graeme Rees.

Maria McGhee Shield for
best performed junior in sen-
ior competition: Chris Barry.

McCartin Family Clubperson
of the Year: Robert White.

President’s Award: Dianne
Wright.

Evergreen paceman Gerald Washe, Warrandyte Cﬁckel Cll;b champion for the second time.

Above: Marie Vincent, our
home-grown former US col-
legiate star, makes a point
or two to her Under-13 girls,
beaten 26-7.

Left: It’s anyone’s ball as
our Under-9 boys take on
(and defeat) Doncats —
and one of our number (be-
low) is all concentration as
he lines up the hoop.

By TONY OLIVER

Warrandyte’s Under-18 Re-
gional IX boys survived a cru-
cial encounter when Round 7 of
the Friday night junior champi-
onship basketball season was
completed on May 6. And they
did it in style.

The boys, coached by Peter
Clough, came away with an im-
pressive 49-33 win against
Camberwell in the late game at
Warrandyte Community Sports
Centre.

Camberwell had defeated the
Redbacks in their last two meet-
ings and had the height advan-
tage.

Warrandyte went into the
game fifth on the ladder, half a
game clear of Camberwell, so
there was much at stake from a
finals viewpoint even at this
stage of the home-and-away
season.

After an early opening goal by
Luke Ebzery, the Redbacks es-
tablished a slight but handy
lead, centre Hamish Hosking
showing his dominance under
the ring with two goals, but the
visitors came back late in the
half to close the margin to three
points.

That was the signal for
Warrandyte to say “go”. Shane
Holloway scored a three after a
single from the free throw line
to Matt Clough and late goals to
Jason Turner and Wade King
sent the Redbacks into the
break with what was to be a
match-winning 25-14 lead.

Jason Turner had been par-
ticularly damaging with his

Redback boys deliver

speed on the fast breaks.

Camberwell scored first in the
second half, but Jake Ratcliffe
answered this in spades with a
three-point shot. Warrandyte
were missing baskets from the
key, however, to let Camberwell
back into the game.

Wade King and Holloway ap-
peared to make it safe when
they gave Warrandyte a 12-
point buffer with 13 minutes to
go. The Redbacks were taking
a more measured approach,
waiting for their opportunities
in offence, and Ratcliffe was
controlling the attack well from
point position.

Camberwell challenged again
late in the game later but with
a flurry of scoring in the final
minutes, the Redbacks comfort-
ably prevailed.

The game was played in excel-
lent spirit, players shaking
hands at the end in a genuine
si%n of mutual respect.

oach Clough was happy with
the result but will be looking for
more consistency from his play-
ers.

Hosking led the Redbacks
scoring with 12 points, followed
by Holloway and Luke Dimm-
ock with nine each and Ebzery
with eight. Dimmock put in an-
other good game with the three-
point scores at key times in the
second half.

In the preceding game, coach
Emma Collins was happy with
her Eastern Under-16 boys side
despite their 29-17 loss against
Eltham.

“They just could not hit their
jump shots — that was the only
difference,” she said. “They
were switched on, really ball
hungry.”

Warrandyte had the lead at 8-
7 at the break in a game domi-
nated by the defences. Daniel
Hughes gave the Redbacks a
five-point lead from a turnover
with six minutes of the half to
go, but Eltham came back hard.

Any hope of a Warrandyte
comeback late in the game dis-
appeared when tall centre Matt
Peters was fouled off after a
strong defensive and offensive
game.

Hufhes dominated the scor-
ing for Warrandyte with 10
points.

It has been a mixed season so
far for this Warrandyte team
with two good wins and some
narrow defeats.

Both Warrandyte’s Under-12
boys sides were in action —

with contrasting results.

Damian Arsenis’ Metro 2s
went down 43-33 to Kilsyth,
paying dearly for a slow start
which saw them down 17-2 at
one point in the first half.

Kilsyth had come out firing on
all cylinders to break the game
open and after such a poor start
it was an impressive perform-
ance by the young Redbacks to
close the gap to six points late
in the game.

Jake Wintle was forced off the
court in the first half with an
injured ankle but came back
late to put on five points, but
Kilsyth always seemed to have
the game under control.

All Warrandyte players were
among the scoring, Ryan Tester
and Jake Wintle leading the way
with seven, followed by Sam
Holston with six.

Jack Cousens continued to
impress with another good all-
round game and Tester played
a particularly strong second
half.

Malcolm Anderson’s Under-12
Eastern boys were next on
court in their top-of-the-table
clash with undefeated Mel-
bourne and claimed top spot
with a 30-23 victory.

The margin was 2ust one point
in Warrandyte'’s favour at the
break when Melbourne scored
on the buzzer, but a Redbacks
win was looking more than
merely possible.

Warrandyte extended the lead
in the second half, playing with
confidence and developing im-
pressive teamwork to come
away with the points.

Melbourne make a late charge
but an answering goal by Zac
Ballard stopped their momen-
tum.

Coach Anderson has been
able to develop significant
teamwork among these players,
who have made dramatic im-
provement since coming to-
gether earlier in the year.

Training has been focussed
on skills and fitness and
Warrandyte were able to main-
tain pressure over the whole

ame.

Ballard led the scoring for
Warrandyte with 10, followed
by Matt Killey with six and Zac
Ratcliffe, Matt Ratcliffe and
Michael Delacy with four.

“A huge win,” said a delighted
Anderson. “They bounced back
from a loss the previous week.”
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By LEE TINDALE

Warrandyte's football season
went from bad to embarrassing
on May 7 with a 77-point hiding
from Mooroolbark at home.

Paradoxically, the young
Bloods kicked by far their high-
est score — 17.10 (112) — of
their season so far but also suf-
fered by far their heaviest de-
feat as deadly accurate and
highly efficient Mooroolbark
booted 30.9 (189).

This and other results left
Warrandyte second-last on the
EFL Third Division ladder, one
percentage point ahead of last
year's Division 4 premiers
Heathmont. Templestowe, who
had also been seeking their first
win of the season, found it
against Bayswater to move
from last to eighth of 10. °

Only once, after trailing by
five goals at the first change,
did Warrandyte look any sort of
a chance against Mooroolbark.
That was in the third quarter
when they cut a 38-point defi-
cit to just 18. Unfortunately, the
Barkers’ response was to kick
the next six goals.

Our nemesis was Moorool-
bark captain-coach and former
Richmond player Andy Good-
win, who is big, strong, clever
and a cut above most of them
at this level of competition.

The only Warrandyte players
capable of matching Goodwin’s
size at full-forward were
ruckman Craig Dick and his
rookie “apprentice” Anthony
Richardson and not surpris-
ingly the job went to Dick.

It was a pretty awesome as-
signment for a young man who
may never have played full-
back before and despite his
best efforts Goodwin finished
with 10 goals.

An encouraging aspect of all
this was the vastly improved
ruck work of Richardson, a
former basketball star playing
just his fifth game of football.

Juni

By DENNIS J. HOIBERG

With the four-week grading pe-
riod completed, Warrandyte
Junior Football Club are now
totally focused on the business
of winning premierships. And a
near clean-sweep of their
matches on May 8 has them
looking very good.

The club had mixed results in
the preliminary rounds, with
two teams being regraded —
the Under-13s down to Green
Division and the Under-10s to
Brown.

But the stand-out successes
so far have been Greg Edwards’
Under-11s, who top the ladder
in the elite Gold Division with
four wins from their five games
and a percentage of 186.6.

Their results so far have been
a seven-point win over Canter-
bury, a one-point loss to Park
Orchards, a three-point success
against Ivanhoe, a 24-point win
over early premiership favour-
ites St Mary’s and a 43-point vic-
tory against Kew Rovers (8.5-53
to 1.4-10) last start.

“Every game these boys play
is crucial as there are no eas
ones at this level,” said coac
Edwards. “Each week new chal-
lenges are put to these lads and,
like the good footballers they
are, they respond.

“It is a real pleasure to watch
the boys come together as a
team — especially to see the
likes of Rowan McKenzie,
Jarrod Buzzini, Neil Brown, Tom

Kids inspace]

Warrandyte Junior Football
Club have launched a web
site and webmaster Paul
Van Der Zant reports an
encouraging number of “hits”
so far. “The site provides
weekly updates of club activi-
ties and visitors are most
welcome. The address is:
www.warrandytejfc.org

Richardson won many hit-outs
and the coaching staff will now
concentrate on developing his
general play around the ground.

The game was also notable for
the return to senior football of
captain-coach Peter Green,
who'd had a few runs with the
Reserves. Green spent limited
time on the ground but did
enough to suggest that he will
be a considerable asset if his
suspect knees stand up.

Despite the gravity of the de-
feat, Green was cool and ana-
lytical immediately after the
game.

“We can be brilliant in
patches,” he said, “but we must
develop the consistency to
keep a side down when we get
on top.

“We must learn to play four
consistent quarters.

“The wins will come,” he said.
“We are learning all the time
and improving all the time.”

Neither was Warrandyte Foot-
ball Club president Phil Treeby
dismayed by the lack of success
so far. “We are a very young side
and I believe we are not far off
a win,” he said. “We kicked 17
goals today and that would win
most games in this division.”

The game started promisin%lly
enough for the Bloods, who
showed a fierce desire for the
ball and were rewarded with a
string of early free kicks. They
in fact received the first seven
frees, a statistic local cynics in
the crowd put down to mis-
taken identity.

Young Warrandyte full-for-
ward Michael Morello drew first
blood after a sensational mark
in the goal square with eight
minutes gone and 10 minutes
had elapsed before Moorool-
bark, kicking with the breeze,
got on the board at all, with a
behind.

Enter Andy Goodwin. A strong
mark and goal at 11 minutes
and a soccered goal two min-
utes later were inspirational
and 12 minutes later Warran-
dyte were looking down the
barrel of a 30-point deficit.
Goodwin already had three
goals to his name.

James Riley to Green at 28
minutes produced a booming
goal from the captain-coach,
but Mooroolbark were unkind
enough to nullify that with their
seventh right on the siren.

It was 7.2 (44) to 2.2 (14) and
Green asked his players why
their heads were down. “Five
goals — can’t we kick five
goals?” he said. “We gave them
four through stupid play on the
half-forward line. We'll grind
them back.”

Your club needs you!

Love your footy club? Want to see it succeeed? Got a little time on
your hands? Then Warrandyte need you!

The Bloods are urgently seeking volunteers — no matter how
big or how small their contribution — to assist in the running of

the club.

“Alot of people don’t realise how much work is involved in keep-
ing a club going and, as so often happens, too much is being left
to too few,” said WFC president Phil Treeby.

“We'd love to hear from anyone at all who's prepared to lend a

hand in any capacity.”

Treeby welcomes inquiries on 9876 4142 or 0407 008124.

Come along, have a ball

Warrandyte Football Club will hold their Black Tie Ball on Satur-
day, May 14, at the S Bar in Glen Waverley.
This is the biggest event on the Bloods’ social calendar and not

to be missed.

Tickets are $60 single or $110 a couple and are available from

James Logan (0414 337 418).

Warrandyte will also hold a past players luncheon at the
clubrooms on Saturday, May 21, before the crucial game against

Templestowe.

Tickets are $30 (covering a fine meal and drinks), it starts at
noon and you'll be entertained by a guest speaker.

John Ryan (9844 2552), Terry Ryan (9879 0370) and Andrew
Rodgers (0411 519671) are taking bookings.

clubrooms.

We've won something, anyway

Warrandyte Football Club have become the latest recipient of TXU-
Football Victoria’s Community Club of the Week Award.

The award recognises a football club’s input into the community
and was announced on ABC television during the VFL game be-
tween Tasmania and Sandringham in Hobart on May 7.

It carries a plague which will be displayed in the Warrandyte

That didn’t look like happen-
ing when terrible defence saw
Mooroolback run into an unat-
tended square with less than a
minute of the second term
gone, but Clint Wheatley pulled
that one back almost immedi-
ately by converting a strong
mark into a long goal.

Another Goodwin goal, how-
ever, set off a chain reaction
which saw our deficit blow out
to 53 points — 12.4 (76) to 3.5
(23) — with 12 minutes gone.

With the quarter slipping
away, Warrandyte produced
one of their “patches of bril-
liance”. Morello goaled from
free at the 20-minute mark and
followed up two minutes later
from another big mark and a
penalty.

Adam Kearney maintained the
Bloods’ momentum by goaling
from afar three minutes on and
when Tom Naughtin accepted a
free and penalty at the death it

was back to square one at 12.6
(78) to 7.6 (48), the quarter’s
honours split down the middle.

Mooroolbark were again first
out of the blocks in the third
quarter, running into an open
goal three minutes in, but it was
Warrandyte’s turn now to domi-
nate, albeit briefly.

Morello to Kearney a minute
later produced our eighth and
a mark and penalty to Treeby
four minutes after that our
ninth. And when Riley put one
through on the run at the 10-
minute mark this was a three-
goal ball game.

But from a Warrandyte view-
point the less said about the
ensuing 12 minutes the better.
They produced six unanswered
Mooroolbark goals, that man
Goodwin lighting the fuse with
his first of three for the quarter
and his teammates doing virtu-
ally as they pleased.

It took Morello to stop the rot

with a mark and goal 23 minutes
in and Kearney and James Lo-
gan were to chip in before quar-
ter’s end, but Mooroolbark had
an answer to everything we
threw at them and a soccered
goal which just beat the siren
saw them 48 points clear at the
last change, 21.7 (133) to 13.7
(85).

Green reminded his players
that they had got to within
three goals but “taken the foot
off”. “That's when you've got to
in for the kill,” he said.

Pegging back an eight-goal
deficit — breeze behind us or
not — was a forlorn hope, but
Matt Wood lifted spirits a little
by sprinting into an open goal
from the first bounce.

Oh no, not Goodwin again!
Sadly, yes. The big fellow out-
foxed three defenders a minute
later, goaled again five minutes
on and again with a little more
than half the quarter elapsed.

It was a Mooroolbark proces-
sion punctuated only by goals
from Dick (on one of his rare
trips downfield), James Riddell
and, fittingly, Morello. Nine
goals to four for the quarter was
a pretty fair indication of how
it was played. And if we ever see
Andy Goodwin again it will be
once too often.

Warrandyte’s goalkickers
were Morello 5, Kearney 3,
Green, Wheatley, Naughtin,
Treeby, Riley, Logan, Wood,
Dick and Riddell.

Their best were Naughtin,
Wood, Wheatley, Aidan Davey,
Treeby and Morello

The Reserves are also yet to
win but were perhaps a little
unlucky against second-placed
Mooroolbark, who hit the front
late in the last quarter from a
free right in front and held on
to win by five points, 8.14 (62)
to 9.3 (57)

Best of the Bloods were James
Powell, John Prangley, Rowen
Gordon and Brian Elliott

1s makre the early running

Ellis, Daniel Nilsson, James
Fisher and James Mitchell grow
as players every week”.

The Under-10s also lead their
division on four wins and a per-
centage of 224. After a first
round win by 29 points against
Surrey Park, a 70-point thrash-
ing of Ivanhoe and a coura-
geous 12-point win against a
physical Preston, they came
back to earth with a 31-point
loss to Canterbury R.

Their recent upgrading saw
them take on Surrey Park on
May 8 and walk away with a big
win, 9.6 (60) to 3.3 (21)

“Their upgrading will chal-
lenge the team,” said assistant
coach Jamie Polkinghorne.

“Already we knew players like
Zac Ballard, Jake Wintle, Darcy
Lang, Rory Chipman, Luke
Brendish Jake Cousens and
Ryan Tester had the ability to
play at a higher level and now
they have this opportunity.”

While not playing for premier-
ship points, Peter Stafford's
Under-9s have romped their
way through games against
Bundoora, Park Orchards and
St Mary's B and are relishing
their first taste of competitive
football.

“James Appley, Michael Bios,
Cameron Caffin, Tara Brown,
Alexander Coutts, and Kurt and
Kyle McMennmin are typical of
the fearless players we have on
our list an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>