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Village makeover

A new plan
promoting pride
in our place

By CLIFF GREEN bluestone batter at the central shops

After more than 18 months of Extensive indigenous planting and

public consultation and de- Elaintgnancke of existing vegetation will
€ undertaken

bate, proposals for stregtscape The “legs™ pedestrian crossing at the

changes under Manningham bank will be replaced by press button

council’s Pride of Place project traffic lights and a new “legs™ crossing

have been placed before the will be installed between the bridge
and the post office

community. Perhaps the most expensive item in
The proposals, covering Yarra Street  this shopping list is a proposal to place
g between Whipstick Gully and the post  all electric cabling underground
L2 office, have been warmly received An ancilliary rvpur'—dluw funded
Q\ Addressing a meeting of locals last through Pride of Place —has been pre-
% month, town planner and former resi- pared on the controversial issue of
L dent Tim Hart of Urban Initiatives said, signage in the village
. 3 : “We're not trying to dress up the area, Undertaken by David Lancashire De-
‘g just address the issues”. sign (Mr Lancashire is also a former
) Among major issues tackled is the Warrandyte resident), the plan pre
‘;‘ hotch-potch of pavement materials poses a number of subtle yet revolu
Bt used along Yarra Street, including bi- tionary solutions to Warrandyte's
Bl tumen, gravel, brick and slate. Many signage clutter
footpaths are in bad repair, and some These include the consolidation of a

of the surfaces, especially on the multitude of information notices and
steeper grades, are potentially danger-  displays onto a series of two-metre tall
ous. vertical boards, a uniform san serif let-

The proposal is to surface all foot- ter style and a palette of colours in-
paths with a local gravel—Coldstream  spired by the natural tones and shades

toppings rolled into a bitumen base. of the local environment
However, some specific areas—such Of particular interest to residents is
as the outdoor dining space at the the proposed replacement of the ever-
Grand Hotel—will remain delineated multiplying rash of A-frame signs with
by pavers. smaller, modular boards on a simple
Other proposals provide for the ra- metal stand
tionalisation of car parking spaces, in- These improvements will not happen

cluding the removal of parking on the overnight, although some of the works

north side of Yarra Street betweenthe have been funded in the current

Lions Park entrance and the bridge. Manningham council budget. The plan-
New stone walling—inspired by an ners predict a 10-year period during

existing drystone wall at the Whipstick  which the changes will occur.

Gully corner—will be built where ap-

propriate, including replacing the @ Full details: Pages 6 and 7

End of a season... Memories of
a Warrandyte autumn. More STEPHEN REYNOLDS
pics on Pages 18 and 19.

Bridge shops: “... smaller modular boards to replace A-frames ... surface
all footpaths with a local gravel”. (Picture LOUI‘IESV Urban Initiativ es)

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS
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Curtains and Accessaories

158-160 Yarra St, Warrandyte » 9844 0960

JONE
Vool, Alpaca &
Gilk Vehvet Clothes
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OUR NEWSPAPER

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it
has retained its strong community character, being produced
by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community.
Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-for-
profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice.

The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people,
environment and character of the place it serves. Its monthly
circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and
Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the
Yarra River, some 24km from Melbourne. For countless ages
a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in
1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold
discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the
Australian nationalist arts tradition. Although now a commuter
suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely
retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of
that spirit.

Your pollies at work as the
ultimate possum repellents!

Inspired no doubt by
- the proliferation of
i those ghastly reality

TV dancing shows, a
new wave of brushytail pos-
sums is now tripping the heavy
fantastic across Warrandyte
roofs. Which means that sleep-
deprived citizens have broken
out the traps again are now il-

| legally trafficking the pesky var-
| mints, “relocating” them across
| the Yarra. “Possum swapping”

has been going on for many

| years, North Warrandyte folk

releasing them up on Fourth
Hill and those who pay their
rates to Manningham making

| clandestine forays into the

| Nillumbik bush. But according

to a great white hunter of our
acquaintance, relocation is

| quite unneccessary. “Leave
| your possum in the trap at the

point of capture for a few day-
light hours,” he says, “and with-

| out traumatising the poor bug-

ger, make your presence felt
from time to time. Poke faces
(but not sticks) at him if you
like, but it's probably a bit over
the top to sit there beside the
trap in your Davy Crockett hat
sharpening your hunting knife
on a whetstone. When you re-
lease him right there where the
trap was sprung, he'll scarper
with his unpleasant memories
of life behind bars and you'll
probably never see him again.
The ultimate repellent, of
course, is to play him an ampli-
fied recording of Question Time
in the Senate before release. |
guarantee he’ll be so bloody

| glad to get the hell out of your

place that he'll never darken
your roof again. Of course, you
might never see your neigh-
bours again either — but is that
necessarily a bad thing?”

o vArhih
In a multitude of Marlo-b

We have long lived in
awe of the achieve-
ments of Deidre (Dee)

Prior, tragically wid-
owed in 1996 by the death of
Warrandyte Football Club stal-
wart Tracy (much better known
as Snowy). As our sports pages
pointed out in the April edition,
Dee has raised four great kids
on her own and is delighted
that the youngest — Nicolette
and Campbell — are wearing
Dad’s No 16 for the young
Bloods at Under-13 and Under-
10 level in the Yarra Junior Foot-
ball League. Thanks to the (per-
sonally) unfathomable wonders
of hi-tech, that story reached
Swinburne TAFE, who e-mailed
us the news that Dee has won
that institution’s 2005 Maurie

ased etaays, Smokey and Her Indoors

have always found East Gippslanders to be plain-spoken and very

hospitable. We gave the owner of this property a pass mark on the

first count but an F-minus on the second. And the same to you, sir,
| should you ever set foot in Warrandyte! Feeling somewhat threatened,
‘ though, we took a quick snap and his advice.

OVER THE HILLS

Curwood Fellowship student
prize of $2000. Swinburne
spokeslady Lea Kivivali tells us
that Dee completed Certificate
IV in Financial Services (Ac-
counting) last year, has a his-
tory of achieving exemplary
academic results and won the
judges over with her obvious
commitment to study, family
and the community. “This out-
standing student hopes to even-
tually graduate with an Ad-
vanced Diploma and winning
this award will certainly help
her to achieve her goals,” she
said. Did we mention that Dee
Prior is an exceptional human

being?
"ﬁ tact sport, but Lex
McDonald — a name
familiar to Page 2 readers de-
spite having lived here for
about five minutes — has blown
that theory out of the water. Lex
freely admits that his drive from
the 13th at Eastwood the other
Saturday was ... well, mis-hit ...
but he’s not accepting total re-
sponsibility for the ball hitting
some poor bloke on the head on
the full and hospitalising him.
“You could say that he was on
the edge of my fairway or that
my ball found its way to the
edge of his,” Lex said. “A sort
of no-man’s-land. Fortunately
the ball was on the way down
when it hit him.” The victim was
taken from the course on a cart
and then to hospital, where the
wound required six stitches. As
Lex was apologising profusely
he let slip that he was from
Warrandyte and the bloke said
he had a lot of relatives there.
Lucky for Rex those relatives
don’t have his address.
"? of cherries here at fhe
community centre. If
it's not vandals vandalising, it's
pigeons pooping and now flash-
ers doing what flashers do. Yes,
a fellow wearing overalls and a
fluoro jacket did his thing out-
side the glass doors of Neigh-
bourhood House the other Fri-
day, bemusing rather than trau-
matising the two casual staff
ladies manning the place. Quite
agitated, he was, and scarpered

We'd always believed
golf to be a non-con-

Life is not exactly a
bed of roses or a bowl

#

before the cops arrived. It's un-
likely the ladies will be much
help with the ID process be-
cause they didn’t see much of
his face.

Gerald Walshe, who
recently collected his
second Warrandyte
Cricket Club champion
award, is the consummate all-
round sportsman and as such
will get a mention in a book, to
be released next May, celebrat-
ing 100 years of football in
Warrandyte. He'll be recalled
not so much for his undoubted
footballing talents but for an
out-of-character performance
we reported back in June 1989:
“Mike Tyson can rest easy. He
has nothing to fear from our
Gerald Walshe. One of this
town’s outstanding sportsmen
is Gerald — senior 18 footballer,
first XI cricketer and above-av-
erage basketballer. But a boxer
he is not. Walshe (“That’s with
an E", as he consistently re-
minds his adoring media entou-
rage) found himself in a footy
punch-up for probably the first
time in the away game against
East Doncaster this month.
When we say punch-up we
mean a flurry of windmill-style
“wides” on his part which prob-
ably made the Marquis of
Queensberry rotate briskly in
his crypt. An unfounded ru-
mour swept the ground that
Gerald had been reported for
creating an unneccessary
draught on what was already a

very cold afternoon.”
$ a country and western
singer but is in fact an
attractive compact shrub that
would certainly enhance your
native garden. Spyridium
parvifolium to those in the
know, it has small dark green
oval leaves with distinctive
veins, the leaves closest to flow-
ers smaller and dusty grey —
hence the name. It's available
right now from the Friends of
Warrandyte State Park nursery
along with a range of local euca-
lypts — including our trade-
mark red box (Eucalypotus
ployanthemos) — which thrive
in areas wet, dry or anything in
between. The nursery is at the
rangers depot at Pound Bend
and the manager will answer in-
quiries on 0408 317327.

Dusty Miller might
sound like the name of
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Searching for a

high watermark

By CLIFF GREEN

A number of Warrandyte people
have come together to examine
what is probably Australia’s
greatest problem—the water
shortage.

They have formed themselves
into a Watermark group, part of
a nation-wide project aimed at
public education and action.
The local group operates under

the auspices of the Warrandyte *

Neighbourhood House.

When she first heard about
Watermark, WNH manager
Karen Throssell wondered,
“Why do we need to sit around
and talk about water? We all
know there is a drought, and
most of us are ‘doing the right
thing’—watering at the right
time, having shorter showers,
trying to get our teenagers to
wash their hair every second
day and not for half an hour. I
am quite scrupulous about not
washing my car! ’

“We're already making sacri-
fices. And what does sitting
around and talking do? It only
generates hot air, not water.

“This is what a lot of us
thought before we became in-
volved in Watermark,” Ms
Throssell told the Diary.

“Whilst we do look at the big
picture and how we can influ-
ence the elected decision mak-

ers, of course it is also about
changing our own attitudes and
behaviour, so that wasting wa-
ter becomes as unthinkable as
spitting in the street, smoking
in the movies or pinching an
employee on the bum.

“Thus the first stage of the
project focuses on what we
need to do to change our behav-
iour, what more we need to
know about water; sharpening
our awareness; becoming water
literate.” This investigation will
occupy the first half of the Wa-
termark project, designed to
cover a year in total.

“The last half of the year looks
at how we might act to achieve
a sustainable water future,” Ms
Throssell said.

“The idea is that throughout
Australia there are convenors
bringing groups of people to-
gether—friends, family, work-
mates, ‘around their kitchen
tables’—in our case in the
Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House. And because the aim is
to bring the results of these
Australia-wide discussions to-
gether as a Water Charter,
which will hopefully change
government policy, these dis-
cussions are quite structured.”

Each session is supplied with
information sheets and follows
a plan set out by the central

Wedge

ronment Day.

ter initiative.

Manningham council.
“The Green Wed.

Warrandyte Primary

in Pound Bend.

School Rids
worRing for the

A cluster of four local schools, known as the “Green
Wedgies”, took part in Greening the Green Wedge earlier
this month, playing their part in celebrating World Envi-

The Green Wedgies —Warrandyte Primary School,
Anderson’s Creek Primary School, Donvale Carey Gram-
mar and Donvale Christian College—are part of the sus-
tainable schools cluster project.
vegetating their local part of the Green Wedge as a clus-

The schools are working with the Gould League, CERES,
Friends of Warrandyte State Park, Parks Victoria and

es is the first cluster in Victoria to
choose a name and a logo to signify their unity and
shared vision,” a council spokesperson told the Diary.
“The logo will be used by all schools in the cluster for
items such as their newsletters, websites and reports.”
As a result of joining the sustainable schools cluster,
hool has signed up for the

Manningham land management program.
Last month, the schools began joint seed progagation
nursery

training at the friends of Warrandyte State Par]

hey are working on re-

~~ Graphic by
Melanie Coupar

Watermark team. “All the infor-
mation we gather is written as
areport to Watermark, half-way
through the project, then again
at the end.

The Warrandyte Watermark
group was a little late starting
because of all the local activi-
ties during February and
March—the festival, the follies,
the Tsunami fundraiser—so
they have only met twice.

“But in two meetings, with the
help of our group wisdom and
the very thorough handouts
from Watermark, we who al-
ready thought we already knew
it all, have learned heaps.

“For me, it was discovering
that it is not just an Australian
drought phenomenon, but it is
global, and has much more to
do with over-use of an increas-
ingly scarce resource than cy-
clical climatic changes,” Ms
Throssell said.

In Australia—the driest conti-
nent on earth—over-use is a
critical issue. Australians in
general and Victorians in par-
ticular rate badly in terms of
per capita water usage. Using
320 litres per person a day, Aus-
tralia ranks third behind USA
(515 litres) and Canada (438 li-
tres).

The most useful piece of infor-
mation the group garnered was

Not a drop to drink ... Warrandyte was ove

that 50 per cent of the water we
use could be recycled. Accord-
ing to the statistics, 30 per cent
of our water is used on our gar-
dens and 20 percent is flushed
down the toilet.

“Many overseas visitors are
shocked to find that we use
drinking water to flush our toi-
lets!” Ms Throssell said.

“At our last meeting we dis-
cussed what people in the
country do to accommodate
their life-styles to drought.

“Group members had read of
families in the Goulburn Valley
who have one bath a week, then
the water is used on their gar-
den. It becomes much more real
when not only your livelihood
is dependant on it, but you are
relying on what falls from the
sky, and it just doesn’t happen.

“We are beginning to realise
that our ‘sacrifices’ are really
quite laughable, and we are go-
ing to do a lot more.

® Anyone interested can
come to the next Watermark
meeting at the Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House in the
community centre on Thurs-
day, June 9 at 4.30pm. Check
out Watermark on the internet
at www. watermark.org.au. If
you want to be involved with-
out attending meetings you can
follow the project online.

Karen Throssell: “... it has more to do with over-use of an in-

creasingly scarce resource than cyclical climatic changes”

eeatal f wate

According to John Williams of the CSIRO, we “consume” 5000
litres of water each time we eat a standard meal of steak. potato
and salad with two glasses of wine

500 litres
4660 litres

1 cup of lettuce 11 litres
1 slice of white bread .... 28 litres
1 bottle of wine 360 litres

1 potato .
80z steak
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rflowing with water in February. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds
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peter gardiner..

office 1, 2 colin avenue
warrandyte
(adjacent to goldfields)

family lawyer & general practitioner
35 years in legal practice

telephone 9844 1111
fax 9844 1792
peter@pgardiner.com

Only painters and lawyers car nge white to blac
“Onl t d lawyers can change white to black

— Japanese quotation

Investment Advice
Retirement Planning
Tax Effective Planning
Risk Insurance

Salary Packaging
Wealth Accumulation &
Management

@ ..

¢ Acwanda Livind

... EW M SOLUTIONS TO ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS

ErrecTivE WEALTH MANAGERS PTY LTD

158-160 Yarra St
Warrandyte 3113

Equity Trusts (Aust & Intrn'l)
Direct Shares

Property Investment

Cash Management

Fixed Interest

Self Managed Super Funds
Finance, Mortgage & Car

ABN 36 110 193 989

T: (03) 9844 0300
F: (03) 9844 0311
E: info@ewm.net.au

Authorised Representative: Bongiorno Financial Advisers (Aust) Ltd

AFS

)IR0 7 £
23897¢ Leve!

), 431 St Kilda

Road, Melbourne 3004
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now at 24 Bradleys Lane, Warrandyte

61 3 9844 4040
lawyers@warrandyte.com
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Anne Marie Reid
Landscape and
Garden Solutions
Specialising in Garden
Cleanups & Maintenance

0408 323 330

Ph/Fax 9844 0713

Servicing all aspects of your
swimming pool and spa

Specialising in regular
programmed maintenance and
water quality.

Fully accredited technician
Over 20 years experience

RESEARCH MOWERS
& CHAINSAWS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

1532 Main Road, Research
Phone: 9437 1393

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS

Natural Health Care

W Wellness enhancement
M Lifestyle coaching M Dietary advice
W Herbal prescriptions
Qualified and experienced practitioner

Andrew Francis
B.BSc (Hon), PhD Dip.H.Sc

Clinic: 165 Yarra Street Tel: 9844 4499
Mob: 0400 180 262 www.warrandyteherbal.com

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

Gospel Chapel:
owner seeks
community help

As owners of the Old Gospel
Chapel we would like to in-
form the Warrandyte commu-
nity the latest information re-
garding the article reported
in the May edition of the
Diary, “Old chapel windows
at risk”.

Firstly, we the owners are
all residents of Warrandyte.
We are looking forward to
the preservation of this
Warrandyte landmark. The
Gospel Chapel is under
threat of extinction if major
works are not carried out
soon, due to past neglect.

We have acquired the serv-
ices of Geoffrey Wallace, a
stained glass specialist. His
report concluded deteriora-
tion on all windows, buckling
and numerous broken panes.
The forward three lead-light

| windows have a total of 5
| broken panes. It would be a

considerable cost to restore
them.
We feel these wmdows are

FACT:

THE MAJORITY

OF PEOPLE
WHO SEE AUSSIE
END UP WITH A MUCH
BETTER HOME LOAN.

With hundreds of loans from a wide range of lenders, we'li help you find a

better deal -

one that could save you thousands. No wonder the majority

of people who see Aussie find a substantially better home loan.

Call Dave Carty
on 0414 441920 MIAA
or 9844 5855
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a Warrandyte community as-
set. For this reason we have
applied to both the
Warrandyte Historical Soci-
ety and the Warrandyte Com-
munity Association, who ob-
jected to the removal of these
windows, for financial assist-
ance. We have not received a
reply.

The issue of the decking, as
reported in the Diary, is for
maintenance of roof and gut-
tering, also assistance in re-
storing the lead-light win-
dows.

We need the support of the
Warrandyte community to
see the chapel restored to its
former glory.

Dwayne Schulyer

(by e-mail)

Private landholders
need cool burns too

The article by Jeff Adair from
the CFA, in the last edition of
the Diary, was informative and
instructive. However, it was
very quiet on a most important
role that the CFA fails to fulfil in
fire management on private
land, thus leaving a large gap in
fire management in this com-
munity.

Most of the arguments in all
these articles revolved around
the use of fire on public land,
but there was no mention of the
use of fire on private land and
how this could be facilitated.

There is far more private land
in the rural-urban interface and
beyond than there is public
land. Surely it is just as critical
to man. ge fuel loads on private
land and to regenerate the lo-
cal ecology on private land
(which holds some of the most
important biodiversity in the
area) as it is on private land.

How can private landholders
be expected to manage some
sort of fire regime without the
support of the CFA? Why is the
CFA so reluctant to burn-off pri-
vate land when this is so criti-
cal to the overall fire protection
of the communlty" Liability
problems?

Private landholders cannot
hope to be able to supply the
resources and know-how to
burn-off larger properties.
Surely it is the CFA’s role to fa-
cilitate fuel reduction on pri-
vate land through a system of
planned and strategic burns,
rather than just writing about
how necessary it is and putting
out dire warnings about the
coming fire season each No-
vember. Let's get strategic and
integrate our community fire
management.

Name and address supplied.

Plans for Ruffey Lake
Park challenged

I am a regular user of Ruffey
Lake Park and | am most con-
cerned about Manningham
council’s plans to develop the
park using nearly $3million of
ratepayers' money to add
things to the park which are not
wanted by the majority of re-
spondents to their question-
naires.

I do not believe that small
parks should be sold off to pay
for these works. Instead, money
should be spent improving the
small community parks.

I am also concerned about
their plans to place further re-
strictions on dogs off-leash in
Ruffey Lake Park and—now—
also around Mullum Mullum
Creek. The plans are contrary
to council's domestic animal
strategy and also the response
they got from their surveys,
where 64 percem of respond-

ents in one and 81 percent in
another said they were happy
with the existing controls.

It is a terrible waste of rate-
payers' money for council to
continue doing surveys in their
quest to obtain the answers
they want. Council is here to
serve the ratepayers, not make
changes to suit the whims of a
few councillors and council of-
ficers who are being paid for by
us the ratepayers.

It is disappointing to see that
we are going to be hit by yet
another rate rise of over five
percent, but there appears to
be no provision to establish the
dog activity centre which they
promised some years ago.

Nothing should be done until
after the council elections later
this year.

Margaret Downie
(by e-mail)

CARTER

REAL EST AT S

GLENN IS STILL SELLING IN WARRANDYTE
AND URGENTLY REQUIRES MORE PROPERTIES

FOR SALE

SO GIVE GLENN A CALL AND LET HIS 30 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE OF THIS AREA

WORK FOR YOU.

GLENN CAN BE CONTACTED ON 9870 6211 OR
ON MOBILE 0427 852 806

CALL TODAY AND TRY THE CARTER WAY

“Experience the Carter Difference”

128 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood
www.carter.com.au
info@carter.com.au -




By SAM DAVIES

At the annual Warrandyte Community
Association general meeting and pub-
lic forum, councillors talked about
weeds and rates, while local politicians
argued about sewers.

About 60 residents attended the
meeting and forum at the North
Warrandyte Community Centre. They
joined local MPs Danielle Green and
Phil Honeywood, Manningham coun-
cillors Pat Young and Gerry Dale and
Nillumbik’s Warwick Leeson.

The forum began with a brief address
from each representative. Newly
elected WCA president and forum
facilitator Dick Davies came armed
with an egg timer. “Last year we had
complaints that politicians talked too
much and there wasn’t enough room
for questions from the floor,” he said.

In his address, Cr Leeson said while
Nillumbik’s budget was not yet framed,
he hoped there would be significant
funding towards shared waste collec-
tion, extension of footpaths, road re-
pairs and signage. He outlined ideas to
make Nillumbik a plastic-bag free zone,
and to introduce anti-pest plant local
laws.

He said the new council was settling
in after their first six months in office.
“We may not necessarily agree on
every single issue, but there is no per-
sonality fighting now.”

Cr Young said Manningham'’s budget
was now on display to the public, and,
pending approval, there would be a
rate cut. “We're going to be able to help
a little with reduction of rates. We've
had to have rates fairly level at 8-9 per
cent, but not so this year,” she said.

Cr Young said the river reserve plan
and urban design framework were
nearing completion and she was look-
ing forward to seeing them start. “We
want to make the strip between
Whipstick Gully and the (east end)
roundabout look like a heritage his-
toric area. It would be a shame not to

David Wierzbowski: asked about
rumours of a ring road through
Warrandyte.

show off our wonderful buildings,” she
said.

Councillors then fielded questions
from the public. On banning horse-rid-
ing along the river bank, Cr Young re-
iterated that because the trail was on
crown land, council was responsible
for any incidents that happened. “We
are not going to take any risks,” she
said.

Boulevard resident Steve Munro
questioned if Cr Leeson’s pest plant
bylaws would include a campaign
against dumping weeds on roadside
reserves. Cr Leeson said the pest plant
campaign would be a two-year pro-
gram, comprising community educa-
tion, followed by enforcement.

On planning issues, resident John
Hanson said many people were ap-
palled at the development next to the
post office. “My question is how did it
happen, and is there a landscape
plan?” he said.

Cr Young agreed the design did not
“fit in” with the streetscape, but said
current planning restrictions would
not have stopped it from being built.
“Even if it had gone to VCAT it would
have been approved. We are now
bringing in far more stringent heritage
guidelines along that strip. We can’t
believe this had to happen,” she said.

Member for Yan Yean Danielle Green
used her speech to outline the state
budget’s benefits for Warrandyte. In
addition to the new police station, she

Danielle Green: no plans to
extend the ring road through the
Green Wedge.

“Last year we had complaints that
politicians talked too much and there wasn’t
enough room for questions from the floor.”

said there was money for outer-subur-
ban roads and extension of bus serv-
ices (the funding is yet to be broken
down), as well as an additional $19mil-
lion on weeds and pest control for
parks state-wide, and broadband ac-
cess for local schools. She said she was
looking forward to the new State Park
rangers’ depot opening in July.

Mr Honeywood said the Yarra's wa-
ter quality was disconcerting, with
readings in Templestowe showing E-
Coli bacteria levels 34 times higher
than usual. He said the problem was
due to septic tanks in Warrandyte and
Park Orchards, which leaked into
Mullum Mullum creek and then the
Yarra.

Mr Honeywood said more than 600
houses in Warrandyte remained on
septic systems and about 1300 in Park
Orchards, and called on the govern-
ment to restore funding to Yarra Val-
ley water to continue their implemen-
tation of sewerage systems. He said
residents should not pay for sewerage
connection. Ms Green agreed the is-
sue needed to be addressed .

WCA member David Wierzbowski
asked the members for a response to
a rumoured extension of the Western
ring-road through Warrandyte.

Ms Green said the government had
no plans to extend the ring-road
through two green wedges. “With the
Eastlink (tolled freeway), there will be
less traffic on local streets because

Warwick Leeson: outlined ideas
to make Nillumbik a plastic-bag
free zone.

Dick Davies

heavy transport and commuters will
have an alternative route,” she said.

Mr Honeywood said he “furiously
agreed” with Ms Green in his opposi-
tion to any ring-road, but said he had
major concerns the Eastlink tollway
would divert traffic through
Warrandyte.

The public was also interested in
roads at a local council level. One resi-
dent proposed sealing his street so he
would not need to waste water wash-
ing his car.

But Webb Street resident Darren
Bowers said there was a certain charm
in unsealed roads. “A lot of us prefer
the rustic unsealed roads. We can put
footpaths in where they're needed, but
once you seal over all the roads, we're
just a slightly more hilly Doncaster.”
The comment was greeted with enthu-
siastic audience applause.

During the evening's official AGM
proceedings, Dick Davies was elected
president, replacing Jonathan Upson
and reprising the role he first held.
David Ellis replaced Simon Kearney as
secretary. David Wierzbowski remains
vice president, with Kerrie Boyle as
deputy vice-president and Dr Ron
Garrett as treasurer.

David Dyason, Val Polley, Doug
Seymour and Richard Aumann were
elected to the committee, joining
Simon Kearney, Jonathan Upson and
Bruce Davidson.

In his treasurer’s report, Dr Garrett

Phil Honeywood: called for
restoration of funding for sewerage
systems.

said the financial situation was secure,
and they had $3557 in total assets. He
thanked the Warrandyte Festival Com-
mittee for allowing the WCA to join in
their fundraising, which netted about
$1000.

The report said the two major costs
were the website and their mail drop.
The treasurer said WCA needed to de-
cide whether to keep its website. “At
present it is being retained in order to
simply advertise the existence of the
WCA...not to communicate with mem-
bers.”

He said to increase income, their four
options were to increase membership
increase membership fees, organise
fundraisers, or obtain sponsors. He
said there was little scope for reduc-
ing expenditure

The president’s report said, that in
the last 12 months, the WCA had been
as active as possible on its “shoe-
string” budget. Their involvement in-
cluded working with council on the
Pride of Place project, lobbying to
lower the Yarra Street speed limit to
40kmh, and numerous VCAT appeals

Pat Young: river resér?é_é;d
urban design plans are nearing
completion.
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Signing off on a...

v

At the moment it’s sign city”

David Lancashire

By SAM DAVIES

E Warrandyte commu-
nity is impressed with
plans for a bold make-
over of the township
which will reduce

signage by 50 per cent and give
buildings a new coat of paint.

Sign design consultant David
Lancashire, commissioned to
address Warrandyte’s numer-
ous signage problems under
the Pride of Place grant and as
part of the broader urban de-
sign framework, presented his
ideas to an open forum of locals
on May 18.

Mr Lancashire’s ideas, which
apply to the river trail and
streetscape between Whipstick
Gully and the post office, in-
cluded putting information on
benches and handrails as well
as on vertical signs, and getting
rid of bus stops and taxi zone
signs by painting them on the
road.

“At the moment it's a sign
city,” he said. “Some places had
three bus stop poles. I'm ask-
ing, do you really need all this
signage?”

Banner signs would be re-
placed by slender vertical
signs, and would vary in size
depending on the importance
of the information and whether
it concerned motorists or pe-
destrians.

The colour scheme for the
proposed signs has been in-
spired by the local environ-
ment. “In the summer months

when you have bellbirds ring-
ing and shafts of light on the
Yarra, you get a brilliant palette
with purple hues,” he said. The
material used would include a
rusting steel which would “dis-
appear” into the environmental
fabric.

He suggested that riverside
carpark signs prohibiting alco-
hol, dogs and horse riding, and
parking signs, could be com-
bined into a single, two-metre
tall sign.

Under the plans, traders
would be dissuaded from using
A-frame signage, which can
clutter footpaths and is un-
sightly. Instead, vertical modu-
lar signs which can be removed
have been proposed.

After the presentation, Mr
Lancashire opened the meeting
for comment. Locals were
largely impressed with most of
the designs, questioning only
the concept of bus signs writ-
ten on the road.

Warrandyte Business Associa-
tion president and a member of
the signage reference commit-
tee, John Provan, said traders
were behind the ideas but
warned funding could be an is-
sue.

“We're happy with this strat-
egy. What we have to look at is
how we implement it. If we
agree to ratify it, who is going
to pay for it?” he asked.

He said the largest concerns
were from businesses without
street frontage that rely on A-
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frame signage to attract cus-
tomers.

“The traders are local people.
They don’t want to flood
Warrandyte with signage. But if
half the traders agree to the
changes and half don’t then we
haven't succeeded. We need all
traders on board,” he said.

Mr Provan suggested govern-
ment and council may need to
offer initial funds to subsidise
signage. “If we can convince
traders that visually it is better,
then that’s good.”

The proposed signs have
been costed at approximately
$500 each. Manningham coun-
cil urban designer Sarah Shaw
said any sign under $1000 was
extremely good value.

She said many of Warran-
dyte’s existing council signs
were due for replacement and
council had already set some
funding aside.

Mr Lancashire also presented
ideas on a colour scheme for
buildings in the township,
which would be phased in when
buildings were due to be re-
painted. Mr Provan, inspired by
the colour scheme, has already
converted his Yarra street shop
from a dull peach tone to a dark
burgundy.

Mr Lancashire said the paint
job looked fantastic. “Already
it's started to give a character
back to the area. We're dealing
with buildings that may not be
national trust, but are really
important to the area.”




A stroll along Yarra Street

WHIPSTICK GULLY CARPARK

Resurface entry and carpark area in a local
gravel (Coldstream toppings).

Provide stone wheel stops.

Undertake weed control and revegetation
along creek/carpark edge.

Remove treated pine barriers, replace with
hardwood timber bollards.

Remove two northern bays to improve
sight lines for vehicles exiting Whipstick
Gully Road.

NORTH SIDE OF YARRA STREET

Remove three car spaces at the opposite
entry of Whipstick Gully Road to improve
sight lines and turning movements.

Meander existing path alignment and
improve surface with local gravel spray seal.
Remove pine log kerb and replace with low
stone kerb.

Where possible provide low planting
between kerb and road edge.

BEAUTY & VIDEO SHOPS

Replace brick paving with exposed aggre-
gate coloured concrete.

Extend insitu concrete surfacing to
Whipstick Gully Road (existing gravel on
sloping path is a safety issue).

Install new stone kerb extensions and local
stacked stone retaining wall.

Plant low indigenous groundcovers to up-
graded garden bed areas/kerb extensions.

Improve access to shops with new steps
and paved connections.

BOTTLE SHOP ENTRANCE

Improve presentation at bottleshop entry
including groundcover planting and local
stacked stone retaining wall to replace stone
kerb and conceal sign footing.

HOTEL FRONTAGE

Retain steel railing, strip paint and apply
‘Penetrol’ finish (or paint in more muted tone).

Maintain pedestrian clear zone of minimum
2m in front of hotel.

Define hotel outdoor dining area by retain-
ing a section of the existing slate paving and
providing new insitu concrete paving to the
pedestrian zone.

CENTRAL CARPARK

Improve path surfacing and planting to gar-
den beds.

Reduce signage clutter (as per signage
consultants’ recommendations).

Continue to monitor the health and viability
of the Diary Tree.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Improve pedestrian safety by replacing ex-

isting signalised crossing with traffic lights.
Construct insitu concrete surface to crossing

va Sy g » Vaseaem

to define crossing and integrate with new
pedestrian paving.

Construct dual pedestrian ramp to conform
to disabled code (max 1:14).

Provide low stone retaining walls, steel
handrails and low planting to garden beds.

CENTRAL SHOPS

Remove existing bluestone cobbles to
embankment and replace with local stone
facing and enlarged planting areas.

Replace concrete paving, steps and existing
handrails.

Provide low planting and clear stemmed trees
to enlarged planting areas on embankment.

WEBB STREET CORNER

Improve access to Community Centre
carpark.

Remove existing slate paving to Webb
Street corner (slippery on sloping areas) and
flare pathway to carpark.

Reinstate planting to garden bed areas.

COMMUNITY CENTRE

Retain existing slate paving to Community
Centre forecourt (remove slate at Webb
Street and Mitchell Avenue corners).

Replace seats and bins.

Remove tree guards.

Provide recessed seating area with new
Community Information board and rammed
earth retaining walls.

Provide on-grade path between Community
Centre carpark and Mitchell Avenue.

Remove concrete block to Mitchell Avenue
crossing and replace with spray seal and
local gravel toppings rolled into surface.

MECHANICS HALL AREA

Resurface existing bitumen path with a top-
pings layer of local gravel rolled into surface.
Continue program of weed control and
revegetation to the existing embankment and
garden bed areas.

Apply a dark stain to the existing treated
pine planter in front of shops and replant
with additional low indigenous plants.

BAKERY AREA

Move parking back from path edge to
improve pedestrian access (maintain 1.5m
path width).

Provide new low stone kerb.

Resurface existing bitumen path with a top-
pings layer of local gravel rolled into surface.

Undertake weed control and planting to
garden bed areas and batters.

PLAYGROUND/TENNIS COURT CARPARK EXIT
Allow left turn only onto Yarra Street.
Remove on-street parking between carpark

"

exit and roundabout to allow safe pedestrian
access.

Install new low stone kerb and spray seal
path with local gravel toppings layer (approx
2.4m wide).

Meander path and provide low planting be-
tween kerb and path edge.

BRIDGE ROUNDABOUT AREA

Provide new custom-made bus shelter.

Carry out weed control and re-vegetation to
the existing embankment and garden bed
areas in front of RSL.

Consolidate and improve presentation of
Emergency Information signage (as per
signage consultants’ recommendations).

Selectively thin and trim trees to open
views to Memorial (in consultation with RSL).

Remove stone paving near Folkart and
replace with exposed aggregate coloured
concrete. Consider retention of stone in front
of Folkart. Grind to remove edges and lips.

Retain steel railing, strip paint and apply
‘Penetrol’ finish (or paint in muted tone).

BUS STOP/TOILET BLOCK

Reconfigure carparking/taxi parking to
improve path connection from bridge.

Define pedestrian pathways with local
gravel toppings rolled into asphalt.

Bus shelter provides opportunity for inter-
pretive signage (as per signage consultants’
recommendations).

NEW PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

Provide new signalised pedestrian crossing.

Improve pedestrian access ramp to river
reserve carpark.

Carry out weed control and revegetation to
embankments. Provide low planting to
garden bed areas/kerb extensions.

On the southern side of the new crossing,
provide low rammed earth retaining walls to
replace existing grass banks at carpark entry.

POST OFFICE AREA

Provide improved seating area with local
stone seating walls, new furniture, and
upgraded planting.

Provide low stone kerb and resurface exist-
ing bitumen with a toppings layer of local
gravel rolled into surface to carpark area in
front of post office.

Relocate skip bin to upper carpark and
provide timber screen.

Consolidate A-frame type shop signage in
accordance with signage consultants’ recom-
mendations.

Remove some on-street carpark spaces to
the northern side of Yarra Street to enable
construction of pedestrian crossing and
improve pedestrian access.

village makeover

“Not trying to aress

up the area”

By SAM DAVIES

WENTY years after writ-
ing his thesis on Warr-
andyte’s urban design,
Tim Hart has returned
to fix the problems that
have niggled him ever since.

His company, Urban Initia-
tives, was given the task of cre-
ating an urban design frame-
work for Warrandyte's Yarra
Street precinct, between
Whipstick Gully and the post
office.

The former Warrandyte citi-
zen presented the framework,
which he completed in March,
to a community forum at the
Senior Citizens Club on May 18.

“These are our suggestions,
but we're open to comment,”
Mr Hart said. He stressed the
framework was not “trying to
dress up the area, but just ad-
dress the issues”.

“Warrandyte is unique be-
cause of its character, and be-
ing by the river,” he said.

“But it has the problems other
towns have of different pave-
ments and ad-hoc develop-
ments.

“The framework is like having
a style guide, though not a regi-
mented one. We put a lot of
thought into it. Warrandyte is a
special place. All those quirks
that have amazed me over the
years, it gave me a chance to
solve them,” he said.

The issues he wanted ad-
dressed included pavement
which was varied and inconsist-
ent in mixtures of concrete,
brick, slate and bitumen, and
generally, in poor condition.

He said some pavements did
not relate to the character of
the town, or were not practica-
ble in “this litigious society”. An
example, he said, was the brick
outside the video store:
“Warrandyte is not a brick
town.”

Tim Hart

The framework proposes re-
placing the pavement from
Whipstick Gully to Webb Street
with a local crushed stone ag-
gregate, rolled into bitumen,
though they may retain some
slate at the Grand Hotel to mark
the dining zone.

The plan redesigns the pedes-
trian crossing to allow access
to shops from both directions
and removing the bluestone
batter.

Mr Hart also criticised the
town's street furniture as
“standard Manningham issue”
“It might look fine on Doncaster
Hill, but there is an opportunity
to design and modify the furni-
ture to give it a more local feel,”
he said.

The treated pine and steel
handrails needed maintenance,
and did not conform to current
code requirements.

Parking spaces will be redis-
tributed under the framework.
Warrandyte Business Associa-
tion president John Provan ex-
pressed concern that up to
eight parking spaces would be
lost on Yarra Street outside the
tennis courts, which he said
represented nearly a quarter of
spots available.

But Mr Hart said there was lit-
tle alternative, as the parked
cars were a footpath hazard. He
said clearer marking of bays in
areas such as Whipstick Gully
would increase parking spaces

On vegetation, the framework
suggests re-doing the presenta-
tion of all beds and using low
indigenous plants on areas that
are currently only gravel.

Powerlines will also be put un-
derground, at a cost of
$200,000, though half this will
be subsidised.

The works will now be pack-
aged into stages, and imple-
mented over a 10-year period,
with the most needy areas
flagged by the reference group.

Primary palette

Secondary palette

Proposed colours: signage and buildings

Colours may
change
slightly during
printing.
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DIAMOND VALLEY SINGERS AND
DIAMOND VALLEY & ELTHAM COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA

present

Rodgers & Hammerstein's

CKLAHOMA!

WARRANDYTE HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE
July 1, 2, 6, 8 and 9 at 8pm
July 2, 3 and 9 at 2pm

TICKETS: 9434 7273

www.dvsingers.org/oklahoma
Profits to World Vision and Open House

Do you have
low back pain?

Low back pain can present as a:
* constant dull ache
* sharp pain with or without movement
* buttock pain
* leg pain/numbness/pins & needles
Osxeopath)' is a system of musculoskeletal health care that can

h

elp with the management and prevention of low back pain.

Osteopath\

ar

»cuses on the treatment of joints, muscles, ligaments
ive tissue with hands-on techniques such as deep
tissue massage, manipulation, stretching and joint articulation.

connec

Warrandyte Osteopath\

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne

Hill Rd, Warrandyte
Please call 9844 2465 to make an appointment

PAUL’S DISCOUNT MOWING

I « Odd Jobs & Gutters ® Yard Maintenance
| * Painting Service available

!_ FOR QUOTATION PHONE 9844 3927 |

DOMINIC BARRO
IRENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS|

HIA 522019
Registered Building Practitioner D.B. 04170

HIA Accredited Renovator Member
HIA Tradesline Member
HIA NKBA Member
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc.

Enk 6 omE

PROMPT SERVICE
FREE DESIGN/QUOTATION

9850 3592 « 0412 331 464
Experience Counts for Everything

bradley curtis

| ELECTRICIAN |

A Domestic

A Commercial

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

| WARRANDYTE !

|
| UPHOLSTERY
1  Winnerof
I Top Upholstery |
! Award ;
I Francis J Briffa
I 11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte |
Phone |

98442416 1

-------J

MP confirms police
station promise

Local Labor MP Danielle Green has con-
firmed that Warrandyte will receive a new
police station “as part of a $87million police
station upgrade program announced in this
year's state budget”.

This follows claims by Phil Honeywood, Lib-
eral MP for Wamndyte. that “there is no
funding in this year’s budget for the work,”
Ms Green said. “Either he is being dlslngenu-
ous or he cannot read the budget pa

Mr Honeywood stated in last mon
that, regard
Warrandyte, “

saw it”.

Ms Green told the Diary, “This government
has an enviable record of impro ng commu-
nity safety in our local community.”

Last month in state parliament, Ms Green
called on police minister Tim Holding to “do
all in his power to reassure the communities
of Warrandyte and North Warrandyte that
funding has been allocated for a new police
station in Warrandyte.

“I will be standing together with the com-
munity making sure that happens,” Ms Green
said.

's Dlary
a new police station in
e would believe it when he

Warrandyte police station: deftmtely in thls years budget (Picture by Jan Ttnda[e)

PLUMBER AND GASFITTER'

| CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS
I Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte |
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552

MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 |

265 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood

”u'l\\ dtrechy

Keeping you
warm this

Winter

$1.25 MILLION

“KILLARA”

PRIVACY & TRANQUILITY
WITH BREATHTAKING VIEWS
ON 18 ACRES

Located just a few minutes from the Yarra River and
village, this unique property is adjacent to Warrandyte
State Park and offers panoramic views all the way to Mt
Macedon. This property will appeal to those who seek
room to move in an idyllic natural setting or the horse
enthusiast. The home has been extensively renovated and
is designed for free flowing indoor-outdoor entertaining,
it features formal and casual living areas, three large
bedrooms and two bathrooms. There is a new ‘miele’
stainless steel kitchen with granite bench tops. The subtle
use of colour, light and neutral tonings complement the
open plan design. Other features include; open fire, bar,
in-ground pool, ample car accommodation, excellent
horse facilities:- huge stables and tack room, fenced
ménage, three phase power, shedding, mains and tank
water. There is also a separate exit to Gold Memorial
Road. This extraordinary property offers you a once in a
lifetime opportunity to own a substantial holding in
Historic Warrandyte.

com.au

9879 4422

AL 0ImM.au



Jenny Lynch at work. (Picture by Jan Tindale)

All the kids love Jenny Lynch

By MEAGHAN O’CONNOR

Jenny Lynch runs the Warran-
dyte Community Childcare Cen-
tre in Ringwood Road This is
her 20th year at the centre.

Her love of children began at
the Canterbury Family Centre,
in the mothers and babies after-
care wing, helping mothers care
for their newly born-babies.

The Warrandyte centre was
only a year old when Jenny ar-
rived. “We were originally just
two little houses and it used to
be operated by the Community
Workshop Co-Op. They ran
both the woodyard on the old
community centre site and the
childcare centre.

“When I think back to the old
days I become quite nostalgic
because we just had to have
fun—not that it isn’t fun now—
but things are a lot more seri-
ous as there is far more ac-
countability.”

One thing Jenny warns all par-
ents when they first come to the
centre is—“Don’t expect your
kids come home clean!” There
is a real focus at this centre on
the kids being outdoors, doing
all the things kids love to do:

digging in the mud, playing in
the sand, riding bikes, running,
jumping, climbing or painting.
“Everyone is very busy and
happy.”

Jenny loves being a part of the
Warrandyte community. “It re-
ally is a wonderful community
to work in. There is such diver-
sity.” She has made many
friends along the way. She re-
members one family in particu-
lar: “The daughters are now 20
and 22 years of age. They were
just babies when I started and
now they are wonderful young
women.”

One Saturday Jenny realised
she had left her wallet at work
and had to do the food shop-
ping for the week. “I said to my
husband, ‘T'll only be a couple
of hours,’ but by the time I got
home, | had been gone five
hours! He asked me what had
kept me.

“I said shopping on a Saturday
morning in the Warrandyte IGA,
I end up having a conversation
with every second person.
There really is a sense of be-
longing. It's lovely.”

Funny little things happen at

the centre every day. “It’s very
entertaining. We hear things
about their parents, what hap-
pens at home; some parents
would really cringe. Children
are so open and so honest.
They innocently say things
without malice and they really
do make you laugh. Then of
course there is all the censored
stuff—mainly of the swearing
kind

nd.

“The other day I was talking
to a child and telling them that
this behaviour wasn’t appropri-
ate, and a little voice in the
background said, ‘Oh, you
sound like the Super Nanny'!”

Jenny isn't one for colouring
in. “I find children under five
years really get frustrated keep-
ing inside the lines and it
doesn’t allow their creativity to
bloom. But once they reach, say
five, they actually look for the
more formal type of school-
work.”

Turn your back for a moment
and the “creativity” is really
running wild. One little fella has
just decided to paint the
wooden table orange. “You re-
ally do need eyes in the back of

your head in this line of work!”
Jenny said.

Outside, another child was
playing with a stick from a tree.
Jenny quickly went over and
broke the stick into pieces so
the child didn’t poke out any-
one’s eye. Moments later, the
child had caught on and was
further breaking up the stick
into tiny little pieces.

“This place just doesn’t stop
until every little one is then
picked up by their parents and
taken home. Then the following
day it starts all over again.”

Wandering around we found
dress-ups, fake food in the mini
wooden kitchen, stuffed spi-
ders made of mum’s old panty
hose, kids crying, snotty noses,
kids falling over: then the phone
rings.

Someone needs to go to the
toilet, whilst someone else
needs to be fed, another one
wants a cuddle and someone is
in need of a nap.

Spend an hour and you will
really appreciate the time, love
and energy that Jenny and her
colleagues put into making this
centre a truly unique place.

A recent successful exhibition by
Warrandyte artist Scott Nye (pictured)
celebrated a life of triumph over adversity.

Scott was born in 1979. When he was two

years old he showed signs of genius. His
abllltﬁ to learn was amazing, but by the
time he was three he was diagnosed with
autism.

For many years Scott's world stood still.
He stopped speaking, threw tantrums and
tried to make something of his confused
world.

At around four years of age, Scott began
to draw. His natural perspective, sense of
colour and skills of observation were very
satisfying and a new Scott emerged.

Unlike most autistic artists, Scott's sub-
ject matter is very diverse and not obses-
sive. Many of his pieces are unique and not
repeated

The man{visitors to his exhibition in the
atrium at the Warrandyte Community Cen-
tre on May 7, 8 and 9, were charmed {y his
work and moved by his courage.

WARRANDYTE THEATRE
COMPANY
presents

One Act Plays

at the
MECHANICS INSTITUTE HALL

JUNE 17,18,24 & 25

DRINKS AT BAR PRICES

BOOKINGS: JOAN ROGERS,
THE OLD BAKERY BOOKSHOP 9844 1744

Warrandyte Mechanics Institute & Arts Association

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION
SALES AND SERVICE

Servicing the area for 36 years

Service to all makes of
Television, Video Cassettes,
Stereo Systems, Microwaves,
Antenna Systems Installed.

TV RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

Then why not convert to a
digital set topbox—now available.

27 Mitchell Avenue
Warrandyte 3113

Ph: 9844 3970
Mob: 0408 175 274

Yarra View

Conveyancing

FOR PROPERTY SALE &
PURCHASE TRANSACTIONS IN VICTORIA
phone: 9844 5002 fax: 9844 1409
mobile: 0414 540 792

email: sueyvc@bigpond.net.au

p.0. box 226, warrandyte 3113
member of the australian institute of cor

eyancers (vic d

Experience, Expertise and Personal Service

counselling &
psychodrama

all life issues & concerns

john devling M.Sc.,
over 25 years experience
individual, relationship

Metal Roofing

Metal Roofing
Guttering & Downpipes

LICENSED ROOF PLUMBER g
9 3619 9730 2313
844 Christmas Hills & Richmond
M1 1 267 490 sliding scale fees based on ability to pay

JJJJJJJ"‘ij

ABN:SS 654 805 417

?y r ")
N
‘/ : SPECIALISING IN: /

WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

EXTENSIONS - RENOVATIONS - PERGOLA'S

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES
~ WARREN COTTRE(L ~

MOB: 0417 902 802

POTTERY CLASSES

COTTLESBRIDGE
* WINTER ENROLMENTS
* DAY EVENING AND

SHAPES
BOBCAT &
TIPPER HIRE

WEEKEND CLASSES
« FRIENDLY RELAXED DRIVEWAYS
ATMOSPHERE
CLEANUPS
« BEGINNERS TO ADVANGED
S SITE PREPARATION
« CHILDREN'S CLASSES LANDSCAPING
JUDY TREMBATH PHONE 9844 2117
9719 7431 0410 402 046




Ke Decisions

NILLUMBIK

THE GREEN WEDGE SHIRE

These are some of
the decisions made

by Council on Tuesday
19 April 2005.

If you would like any
extra information
please visit our
website
waww.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
for full business
papers and 2005
meeting dates.

All are weicome to
attend or listen to

the broadcast on
Plenty Valiey FM 88.6

Strategy

Community, Health, Culture, Sport and Leisure

Resolved that Council forwards comments on the Report of the Hotel,
Motel and Accommodation of Short Stay Accommodation to the Department
of Sustainability and Environment.

Governance

Resolved to appoint Mr Bill Forrest as Chief Executive Officer or Nillumbik Shire
Council and that the contract of employment by signed and sealed by Council.

Transport and Infrastructure

Resolved that Council note an objection was received to the Kruses Road,
North Warrandyte Speical Charge Scheme:; give notice of the declaration of
a Special Charge for the purpose of constructing the unsealed section of
Kruses Road and that the Special Charge for Kruses Road, North
Warrandyte, Special Charge Scheme shall remain in force for ten years.

Economic Development

Adopted the Action Plan (2005-06) for the Economic Development Strategy
and resolved that a further report on the achievements for 2005-06,
an update on key local economic indicators and the Economic Development
200607 be
April 2006.remainder of Council's Special Charge Schemes Policy and
Procedures; and advise property owners accordingly.

Action Plan for

Land Use Plannmg and Environment

Resolved to

Adopted /

Nillumbik

Resolved

g dweiling to be

on

pending further disc

ty owners and retevant

8 (Development Plan

used for

a Road

SS 1o

gher rec

presented to Council by

uction of a m«eil‘ns, swimming pool, gazebo and four water tanks and
group accommodation (itinerant workers

f Decision to Grant a Permit at 55-57 View Hill Crescent, Eitham for the
econd dwelling and the removal of one native tree; subject to conditions.

the application for use and development of the land at 16 Wombat Drive,
worship and associated reduction of car parking requirement and removal of native
ussions between the applicant, objectors and Council.

al to Grant a Permit at 729 Main Road, Eltham for the development and
Y Zone Category 1 and the removal of one tree.
rar of Geographic Names to name the land surrounding the
ark; to name the land bounded by Butlers Road,
to the south — Plenty War Memorial Park; and to
::UT""‘( ties of the outcome accordingly
o the Registrar of Geographic Names to rename the northern section of
(between Manning road and Ryans Road) Laurison Road and advise the
authorities of the outcome.
Overlay Area 2 (DP0O2) for Diamond Creek Area B) to the
me with changes; forward the Amendment to the Minister for Planning for approval.
Boomerang Alliance that it supports higher recycling targets to be included within
Covenant: request the support of State and Federal Ministers and local Members
of hig ling larget> included; and refer the matter to the Northern
and Eco Recycling Victoria for their consideration and to ensure that

hemaBlaze 107976

DIARY MINI ADS '

NEED A SITTER? 5 yrs babysitting
exp. Good cooking & cleaning skills
Transport provided. Comp Rates.
Availability: Evening & Weekends,
Some weekdays. References avail.
Call Kate 9844 1442

FOR SALE: 2 x Pine Student Desks
with hutch, bookshelves and chairs
$60 ea ONO. VGC 9844 1439 or
0408 590 346.

BEAUTIFUL STAINED GLASS
Fabulous paneis to fit any window
or door and enhance your home
Any style, small panels a specialty
Free quotes. Shan 9712 0024.

FOR SALE: Unused bricks — 112 x
red wirecut, 352 x tan wirecut, 48 x
tan pressed, 20¢ ea or $100 the lot.
9844 2401.

COMMODORE VK6 Cyl manual
Low kms, RWC $2700 0438 089
535.

FLUTE, CLARINET & SAXOPHONE
tuition. Leonie (B.Mus.) 0438 848 565.

FEELINGFRUSTRATED? Emotion-
al?Time for a change? Why not live
your life free of anxiety, fear, anger,
depression, low self-esteem, guilt
or eating disorders. Resolve the
original cause and eliminate the
problem in 3 sessions with PSH
Private Subconscious Healing. Call
Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322.

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Ceremonies
with style and meaning. Susan Daff,
9844 3121 or 0417 353 026.

SUSAN’S BOOKKEEPING: Doyou
need help with your accounts?
Bookkeeping for small business.
Experience with QuickBooks and
MYOB. On/off site. Phone 9844
0872 or 0438 161 295. Email:
Susanbook keeping@aol.com

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings, }
child name-giving and renewals.
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726.
Website: www.bruceshand.com.au

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 25 yrs, (Autocad 16 yrs).
Ring lan 9844 5279, 0401 050 191.

FRENCH & ENGLISH tuition for
school students and adults. Leonie
0438 848 565.

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful
ceremonies for all occasions. John
Byrne 9844 2155, 0418 995 189.

WANT A DIARY MINI AD? The
cheapest way to send your
message to the Warrandyte
community. $4.60 for 4 lines, then
$1 each additional line, prepaid.
Phone 9844 3819.

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

) Australia Post

m Gifiware m Greeting Cards
= Photocopying m Faxes sent and received
m giroPost Bill Paying Service m EFTPOS
= Commonwealth Bank & National Bank Agency
m Foxiel & Manningham City Council Rates can now be paid here
m Private Post Boxes available for $1 per week
= Agent for Penguin Dry Cleaners

PARK ORCHARDS POST OFFICE
Shop 6, 13 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards
Telephone: 9876 1291 ¢ Fax: 8876 1443
Proprietor: Harold & Michelle Bradfield
Monday to Friday: 9am-5pm Saturday: 9am-12noon

Members of the Warrandyte-Park Orchards
Scout troop (pictured above) proudly display
their new flag, presented to them by Park Or-
chards Neighbourhood Watch. Scout leader
Don Hughes told the Diary, “The flag cost
about $350 because our name is so long! We're
delighted. This gift emphasises good citizen-
ship and the close bonds of community that
exist between Park Orchards and Warrandyte.”

Breakfast with
the stars

Healthy food and healthy eating has become a
major focus for students at Warrandyte Pri-
mary School. As part of this project, kids in
Prep to Year 4 held a BIG breakfast. They have
been discussing the importance of a healthy
start to the day. Teachers and students arrived
at school still in their pyjamas and enjoyed ce-
real, fruit and toast. Daniel from Prep (pictured
left) tucked in and wants to “eat breakfast at
school every day!”

Xavier Longfield and Mitchell
Gaffney of Andersons Creek
Primary School (pictured left)
each won $500 in a competi-
tion conducted by the Na-
tional Institute of the Moving
Image.

They entered a contest to
“Bring a Stamp to Life”, using
computer animation to create
their interpretation. Xavier is
putting his winnings towards
buying an iPod and Mitchell is
keen to invest his prize money
in a go-kart.

STILL UNDER THE SAME OWNERSHIP
THAT HAS CONTINUED TO
BRING THE LATEST MOVIES

TO WARRANDYTE
FOR OVER 8 YEARS.

See instore for specials >

4 W ® A 44 H ©® >4 H ® A 4a m O »

JUNE RELEASES...

FINDING NEVERLAND e RAY e THE AVIATOR
HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS ® SPANGLISH
STAGE BEAUTY e SEED OF CHUCKY
SKY CAPTAIN AND THE WORLD OF TOMORROW

106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113
PHONE 9844 0544
10am-9pm SUNDAY TO THURSDAY
10Am-10pm FRIDAY TO SATURDAY




June 2005 Warrandy

Some of Australia’s funniest comedians visited Warrandyte last
month, raising funds for a new North Warrandyte fire station.
STEPHEN REYNOLDS sneaked in and caught them at it...

4

Easil

Hamlet in One Houx
Linda Hag

The
hills
are
alive...

The Diamond Valley

AN R A = S0 20 S N

Park Players, the Park Orchards resident company, who have charmed
local audiences with their musical comedies, are this year presenting a
potpourri of favourites in a fast-moving selection from popular musi-

Singers and the Eltham cals, old and new in a program titled “A Romp in the Park—Songs You
Community Orchestra Love” (pictured above). From Gilbert and Sullivan to Rodgers and

are combining to
present Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s “Okla-
homa” (pictured above)
at the Warrandyte High
School Theatre in Alex-
ander Road, on July 1, 2,
6, 8 and 9 at 8pm; and
July 2, 3, and 9 at 2pm.
The production cel-
ebrates the 20th anniver-

Hammerstein; from “The Desert Song"” to “Chicago”, 39 talented per-
formers will be “singing up a storm” for two shows only. The program
will be performed at Karralyka Theatre, Mines Road, Ringwood on Fri-
day, June 25 at 7.30pm and Saturday, June 26 at 4pm. Tickets are avail-
able (328 and $23) by phoning Diana on 9876 1926 or Chris on 9872
4529.

Once again the Warrandyte Theatre Company is presenting a suite
of one-act plays to tide us over the wintry season (pictured left)
Four plays, two written by members of the company with a taste for
black comedy, plus a touch of farce, a dash of the absurd and some

sary of the Diamond Val- confronting and realistic drama. “Travis”, written and directed by
ley Singers and their Josh Mitchell, features a number of young actors making their de-
20th stage production. buts. “Avatar”, directed by Jan Nance, takes a poke at the gullible,

Tickets (825, $20 and
$18 for groups of 10 or
more) can be booked
through 9434 7273.

revealing unlikely heroes, villains and losers. “Time Flies”, directed
by Caroline Shaw, features the life span of Mayflies. “Restorations”,
by local John Marshall confronts us with the issue of abuse. The
plays will be performed at the Mechanics Institute Hall on June 17,
18, 24 and 25. Tickets ($15) from Joan at the Old Bakery Cottage
Bookshop, 9844 1744.




SHOP AT

and &
SAVE 4¢
per litre*
| ITSEASY:

| 1. Fill up your family car at any service station.
| 2. Shop at our store and spend :30 or more

3. Bring in your fuel docket

- 4. We will reimburse you 4¢ a litre off your grocery bill

* (ondlitions apply: see instore for defails
*\vmmmmmmsmsuomuammﬂ*

QR Citizen of the Month % supA )

Marjorie Beecham % .
N, R 402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte

Wacraodylo Mochanks insthids . o Telephone: 9844 3089 e Facsimile: 9844 4866
Website: www.victoryiga.localgrocer.com.au

* sk %k ok sk Kk ok ok Kk ok k ok k Xk

e MW g Warrandyte Flowers & (

Shop | |, Goldfields Shopping Centre

402 Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 3113 ¢




4 times the exposure

' - When it comes to the intermet why limit yourself to just
ea eState VIEW comhi one site? We quadruple your exposure & cast the net

landfield wider to reach more buyers for your home
LALALLLUUITAIL ALY Call now and let us show you

how to maximise your market

e i TWARRANDYTE@redesfme.m.s — 9844 3085.

“Embrace me or replace me”
Situated on a generous allotment
(approx 1/4 acre) in a basic, but
liveable condition, this home will
appeal to those looking for an
affordable foothold in the area or
those looking for land to build
their dream home.The cottage
comprises 2BRs, bathroom with
spa bath, kitchen with meals area
and informal lounge/dining room.

$280-320k

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

“Investment Opportunity”

Currently leased till December
2005, this delightful 3 bedroom
home would appeal to investors
and home owners alike. Offering
family room with open fire place,
kitchen/meals, family bathroom
and a large deck.

Price: $360-390k plus
Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

FOR SALE NORTH WARRANDYTE FOR SALE WARRANDYTE

“You can’t take the view away’
Keep the views forever with this
quiet, convenient and comfortable
home with feature brick, cathedral
ceilings, timber dado, lounge with
OFP, fully equipped kitchen, formal
dining, meals, 3 robed BRs, ensuite
bathroom plus hydronic heating,
rumpus/games & office, fenced
pool, spa, carport & bitumen drive.
FOR SALE BY TENDER (unless sold prior).
Register interest by Mon July 4th at 6pm.
Price: Mid $500's

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

FOR SALE NORTH WARRANDYTE

“Wonderful tri-level home”
3BRs (master with ensuite & WIR)
open plan study, large family, mod
kitchen with sep meals and park-
like 1/3 acre block (approx).
Features include duct heating,
evap cooling, in/out bitumen drive
with option to convert under
house storage into a rumpus.

FOR SALE BY TENDER (unless sold prior).
Register interest by Thur July 7th at 6pm.
Price: $380-420k plus buyers
Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950

[
+ FOR SALE WARRANDYTE NORTH 33 Blooms Road FOR SALE KINGLAKE

“An acre of view & Yarra”
A Warrandyte acre with outstanding
views is tempting and made all the
more appealing with Yarra frontage.
But the clincher has to be the
sensational tri-level home with 3 living]
areas, fully equipped kitchen, meals
area, 4 robed BRs, ensuite, den/
retreat, main bathroom with spa. Also
a deck with views, carport, and
wellworn track down to the Yarra.
Price: $525k plus buyers

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

FOR SALE NORTH WARRANDYTE

“Choose your acre with plans and permits”
There can only be one thing better than an acre 50
metres from the Yarra — and that would be a choice
of two blocks! Both have plans and permits and only
one block will be sold with the other retained by the
vendor. Choose your block, build your home, and
enjoy the great views, wildlife, the sounds of the
rapids and location, moments from Warrandyte
I[\spechon by appointment.
Price: $380-420k buyers
Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

“Large family living”

When space is what you need,
look no further than this large
family home with 5BRs plus study
(or 6th BR), large rumpus, lounge/
dining, kitchen/meals. Also ducted
heating/vacuum, fresh paint, new
carpet and 1/3 acre block.

FOR SALE BY TENDER (unless sold prior).
Register interest by Wed July 6th at 6pm.
Price: $460k buyers

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161

' FOR SALE KANGAROO GROUND

“200 glorious acres”

A short drive off the Melba Hwy
this picturesque property of 200
prime grazing acres includes a
basic weekender shack, crystal
clear spring water fed into large
s/s tanks, dams, sheds, good
fencing. Offered as land only or a
walk-in, walk-out venture with
existing stock and machinery.
$790k plus buyers

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161

FOR LEASE OR SALE WONGA PARK

“The views are free”

A glorious partly cleared 17.5
acres offering stunning views,
cleared home site with driveway
and room for a pony or two. Only
moments from Warrandyte and
Eltham, this is a rare opportunity
not to be missed.

Price: $650k plus buyers

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

Expressions of Interest
Wonga Park’s Jumping Creek Inn
(Orianos) offers an amazing freehold
opportunity for the investor or res-
tauranteur. Fully licensed with 80+
seat capacity, fully equipped com-
mercial kitchen, walk-in cool-room,
parking & space downstairs that
could be separately tenanted. Reg-
ister your interest for sales & leasing.
$725k plus buyers

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161

FOR SALE KANGAROO GROUND FOR SALE WARRANDYTE

“Oakfield Hall” “A touch of olde England”
This magnificent Yarra Valley This extraordinary octagonal
property offers 12.5 acres of fertile home on 1.5 acres has the Yarra
ground with a further 3 acres of out the back. The home is wildly
landscaped gardens. The grand different and includes 16th/early
architect designed 4 bedroom 17th century church stained glass
plus study home of award winning doors and windows. Lounge with
builders comes complete with a OFP, kitchen & meals area, 2BRs,
separate historical bungalow, carport, undercover outdoor area,
tennis court, swimming pool and decked pool, bungalow/office wi
more. storage space & garden shed.
Price: $595k plus

Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

Price: $2 million plus buyers
Anthony Hansen 0417 850 950
Dominic Cruz 0409 410 161
Andrew Wilson 0408 315 927

www.landfield.com.au




The complete
Qrooming semvice

or all breeds of )
> " W J

Call Linda on 94

135 Harris Gully Rd Warrandyte 3113

Simply Natural Therapies

Your ‘higher self’ holds the answer
to all your questions.

Hypnosis can help you make the connection.

FOR A SPIRITUAL APPROACH TO HYPNOTHERAPY
call Julie Grant CCHT on 9842 7033

WARRANDYTE

mobile trailer service

SERVICE, REPAIRS &
SAFETY CHECKS

High Pressure Cleaning Service available

VACC MEMBER

' RING HANS 0408 714 929

PURITY NATURAL
I PAINTING : BEAUTY THERAPIES

F sz

0 &LIGHT x| o
I CARPENTRY R PRODUCTS

: Sy s B | il

i Reasonable Rates
GRAHAM 3

I 9844 3974 . ‘Tujx:x f“';lr.uli \\"”‘!f‘{h‘yi%‘;“

JUNE OFFER
FREE GIFT with any facial or massage

[ —— | 9844 4881 or 0416 023 642

PRINT & COPY CENTRE crovoon

AL the Ink Sp0F e
oull g% the ng/nf pmf;
first time. every time

onery, eic

Specialising in:
Short-run Newsletters,
Magazines, Books
and Advertising Materials for

Letterbox Distribution

CROYDON. PHONE 9725 6699

384 Email: inkspot@bigpond.net.au

EFTPOS & CREDIT CARD FACILITIES

THE REPAIR SHOP

David Economical Repairs to:
city ] ; TVs Microwaves VCRs
Commumcf-‘"‘ons Hi-Fi Computers
CD Players Appliances
Phones Dishwashers

Computers: Electric Tools Dryers

Repairs A“i""‘r; Cleanup Washing Machines, etc

Virus Remove =

CD Bumners installed David Ho‘g
9844 1858

Telephones:

Building Cabling Moves £

Extra Phone Sockets A

ACA Licensed Cabler ot @

-

June 2

T T seemed like a nice 1970s
retro sort of idea.
Chooks—but in a choek

shed! We already have

ducks who wander freely
from local dams to our dam so
why not some useful birds?

| Granted, the ducks do produce

eggs but we never get to them
before the ravens or other
prowling critters

With chooks it would be dif-
ferent. We would let them free-
range in the garden but, unlike
the ducks, our fowls would be
provided with safe nesting
boxes and protected eggs. With
these, we would have break-
fasts even better than those pic-
tured in the food mags. White
whites and golden yolks, unpol-
luted by antibiotics or growth
hormones. Just through this
one improvement to our life-
style we could almost guaran-
tee another 20 years to our
lifespans. The one hitch in this
scenario was that we didn't
have a chook house.

Not to have our dream
thwarted, the resident archi-
tect-carpenter-labourer and
animal-husbandry expert set to
work designing the Taj Ma Fowl
House. But | kept the project se-
cret from Herself.

On rummaging through my
sheds, | found lots of framing
stuff and bits that would be
“useful” but I finally had to ad-
mit defeat about the support
poles. Grudgingly, I realised
that [ would have to buy those.
And this is when things went a
little less than pristine free-
range egg shape.

I was a little traumatised when

“With chooks

it would be
different. We
would let them
free-range in
the garden but,
unlike the
ducks, our fowls
would be
provided with
safe nesting
boxes and
protected eggs.”

I loaded the poles and rapid set
cement onto the trailer. Obvi-
ously, I had bought solid gold
bars instead of treated pine. So,
it was not just the cement bags
that made the car a little
heavier on the home journey.

I have one of those manual
auger posthole diggers. | have
used it to dig holes for a few
arbour/pergola things around

the garden. | have looked envi-
ously at the motorised versions
but they have handles requiring
two people and I usually have
to dig the holes alone. Once, |
did toy with the thought of hir-
ing one and risking it but was
put off by the prospect of get-
ting the screw a few centime-
tres into the ground, hitting a
hard section and then finding
myself horizontally orbiting the
auger with no way of turning it
off. So it was to be the hand
auger.

When we were pondering the
chook possibility, Herself had
agreed to one section of the
garden that is screened from
the house but close enough to
make egg-collecting reasonable.
So, it was there that | began. At
the time I didn’t even wonder
why it was a bare patch in what
is otherwise a crowded garden.

The first two holes were a
doddle. Down the auger went
like a hot knife through butter.
The third was a little trickier as
I encountered small pebbles at
about 15 centimetres. This was
annoying but nothing like the
next. | had moved no more than
a metre from the first easy hole
and suddenly, | came upon
Uluru.

Rapidly, I redesigned the fowl-
yard and started another hole.
This time it was difficult and,
after a lot of foul language, |
managed to get enough depth
to cradle the pole. I rationalised
that the pole didn’t need to be
sunk all that deeply as it wasn't
going to be load-bearing.

I made another three abortive
attempts to dig holes and got a

—QQg on face, but none
n the chook house

tad apprehensive. To assuage
this, I cemented the poles |
could erect. Even then, | had
only half the posts in place and
they were in a random configu-
ration. With even the best will
in the world, a Jackson Pollock
hen house was not what either
of us had in mind.

A more sensible DIY person
would have realised the point-
lessness of continuing the effort
and called it quits, but not me.
After all, no one but me knew it
was underway and to pull up
stumps would not be life-alter-
ing. However, pulling up stumps
would have been easier said
than done! Remember my ap-
prehension? | had set five posts
in rapid set cement and what I
had was not the framework for
a dwelling but something that
resembled an archaeological
site of a long-lost totem soci-
ety’s graveyard.

What to do? It was obvious
that even my butchered plan
was not going to work. Not only
that but some of the posts that
didn’t have quite the required
depth for their holes were
swaying in the breeze. Obvi-
ously, this was an OHS problem.
I stopped work and reconsid-
ered.

It didn't take me long to solve
the problem. No one but me
knew about the project, so it
was easy. It took no time to
chainsaw the poles to ground
level and even less to cover the
remains with dirt and debris.

I looked up to see the ducks
looking at me, smiling.

ROGER KIBELL

H
& Wellbein

® Crystals, Silver Crystal Jewellery...
® Books, Music, Incense, Cards, Gifts...
® Therapies, Readings, Classes, Workshops...

armony) Syop

Centre

272 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113

o Post Office

ww.earthharmony

near the bridge

p/1 0844 5155

om.au

DINNER & LUNCH
Thursday to Sunday

BREAKFAST

Saturday & Sur

1e 9844 2150
randyte
od Road

South Warrandyte

éé CACRCAC AN

Wenery
f%;[[ @' (%‘I‘ﬂ'{’/{ﬂ'f/

Fireside dining in rustic charm

Let us cater for your special occasion
at our winery restaurant

~—— MODERN AUSTRALIAN CUISINE —

@%&f/qumn/

of Restaurant 1912




A giant eel and a mysterious
catastrophe at Dights Falls

N January this year over

100 dead eels were found

floating in the Yarra River

downstream of Dights

Falls in the vicinity of the
Hawthorn Rowing Club. By all
accounts—and my son was one
of those who saw them—the
eels were in a state of advanced
decomposition. He said the
stench from the rotting car-
casses was awful.

Speculation as to how the eels
died and concerns over the
health of the river became a
political football that was
kicked around on the media
playing field for weeks. The eels
had been dead for several days
before the EPA carried out tests
on the putrid bodies, but by
then it was too late and no ob-
vious cause for the mass death
could be identified.

Not long after that incident,
eels were in the news again—
or to be more precise, one very
large eel that had become
trapped in a dam at a trout farm
near Warburton, east of Mel-
bourne. Estimated to be around
four metres in length and weigh-
ing a hefty 100 kilograms, the
monster eel was thought to
have been washed into the dam
during the January storms. A
reward was offered for its cap-
ture, but the media lost inter-
est in the story and the fate of
the eel was never reported.

Eels are the strangest of fish—
more like a snake, both in ap-
pearance and in movement.
Their fishy features are dis-
creet. Scales are small and
deeply embedded in the thick
fleshy skin of the body and gill
openings are reduced to a sin-
gle narrow slit on either side of
the head. Eels are opportunis-
tic carnivores, feeding on any-
thing from other fish to yabbies,
insects, worms and frogs. They
are well-equipped for hunting
their prey, with an acute sense
of smell and forward pointing

eyes at the tip of the snout that
give good vision in poor light.

Victoria has two species of
eel, the long-finned—mainly
confined to the south-east of
the state—and the short-finned
which are found in lakes,
swamps and rivers including
the Yarra. For a long time it was
not known where these so-
called “freshwater
eels” originated,
as no eggs or
baby eels
were ever
seen in lakes
or rivers. About
60 years ago the mystery was
solved when it was discovered
that adult eels spawned not in
freshwater, but in saltwater
thousands of kilometres away
in the Coral Sea near New Cal-
edonia.

Eggs are laid in water up to
300 metres deep, a single fe-
male can lay up to 10 million
eggs. With a compressed leaf-
like body, the tiny hatchlings
bear little resemblance to the
adult form. During their first
year these larval eels are car-
ried southwards on ocean cur-
rents towards the shallower
waters of the coast. Between 12
and 18 months of age the eels
metamorphose, their body be-
comes cylindrical, but is still at
this stage unpigmented, this
see-through appearance giving
rise to the name “glass eel” for

these metamorphlings.

The eels develop their brown-
ish grey pigment sometime be-
tween the age of one and three
years. Now known as elvers,

they are transported by
floodtides into estuarine waters
where they shelter amongst
vegetation and burrow in the
mud. Those that stay in the es-
tuaries develop into males,
while those that move up-
stream become females. The
migrating eels may take to the
land to get around obstacles
such as waterfalls and dam
walls, their slimy coating of
mucus enabling them to slither
through damp grass. During
this time out of water they ab-
sorb all their oxygen require-
ments from the air through
their skin.

The eels may stay in their
freshwater environment for up
to 35 years. Then, possibly
stimulated by an exceptional

rain event, they move en masse |

out of the rivers back to the
open sea, swimming north-
wards to their spawning grounds.
It is a journey of around 3000

kilometres and takes about |

three months. Adults spawn

only once, after which they die. |

Did the January storms trig-
ger a mass migration of the
Yarra River eels? Were they on
a lemming-style forge back to-

wards the open sea when the |

freak weather made conditions
too hostile for some weaker in-
dividuals? Or was it, as has

been suggested, a virus that |

killed the eels? We will probably
never know.

lt's good to stay out of touch

Y brother, who has
the good fortune to
be spending an
Arctic summer in
the rugged empti-
ness of outback Norway, has
never heard of Schapelle Corby.
In such places it's almost im-
possible to find anybody who
understands English, much less
an English-language newspaper.
With few opportunities to con-
nect to the internet, he listens
to the BBC World Service for
news from Australia. So far the
closest he's come is a weather
forecast for Port Moresby.

If I were him, | wouldn't be too
concerned. These days, I find
that one of the greatest pleas-
ures of dropping out of the
modern world is being out of
earshot of the news. Now is this
a sign of the times or a sign of
my age?

I didn’t always like being out
of touch. When John Lennon
was shot in the cold concrete
American winter of 1980, | was
in another world altogether.
Lennon'’s assassination was the
sort of dramatic event that be-
came seared into graphic black
and white images—the glare of
flashlights and the foggy breath
of the crowd shrouding the

By MARILYN MOORE

greyness of overcoats and pal-
lid faces. At the heart of this
cold hardness lay one dead in-
dividual: streams of unwritten
music ebbed away with his
blood-red life, and the world
stopped, shocked and grieved.

Well, sort of. Had the news
reached us in the back streets
of Jaipur, we might have heard
local chaps muttering the Is-
lamic equivalent of “John who?”
But I doubt they'd have both-
ered to do even that.

The reality of life for the aver-
age Rajasthani that day was
crammed with the brilliant heat
haze of desert sands; the an-
cient red brickwork of the
crowded city centre; the rabble
and gabble of the busy market-

place; the sometimes overpow-
ering aroma of oxen, sweat and
open drains; and the pressing
need to make a rupee or two
before dinnertime.

The average Rajasthani might
well have been the so-called
dentist squatting on the kerb,
his gruesome tools-of-trade
neatly laid out beside him on a
filthy blanket, or the camel-
driver leading his beasts of bur-
den obliviously through honk-
ing traffic on the wrong side of
the road.

India is the most glorious, the
most shocking, the most over-
whelming of places. We were
totally immersed in its vi-
brancy, its history, the shim-
mering heat, the architecture,
excruciating smells, grasping
crowds, sensational food, filthy
drains, non-existent road rules
and magnificent scenery. We
loved it, were swallowed up by
it, and finally exhausted by it.

We boarded a British Airways
flight home, and the plane was
full of pasty-faced people who,
unlike most Indians, had not
seen the shape of their own
bones for rather a long time.
Already the culture difference
was hitting us like a brick, an
unexpected aftershock that got

worse when we arrived back in
Melbourne.

I can’t recall exactly when we
first heard about John Lennon,
but at the time the news created
the strange sensation that a
great India-sized chunk was
missing from my life. It was as
if there were parallel worlds,
and we'd changed lanes for a
while and somehow missed the
bus in consequence.

Now, 25 years later, nothing
seems more idyllic than being
as far away from the news as
possible. Federal and state gov-
ernments routinely deceive us
with their polished rhetoric, the
state opposition (in particular)
carps incessantly, and our
senses are constantly assaulted
by world tragedy, physical vio-
lence and bad news of every
description. It just gets too frus-
trating and depressing to keep
taking all this on board. Each
time a young person is killed in
a car accident, I listen with
bated breath, knowing that
sooner or later it will be some-
body I know.

Turn it off, folks, turn it all off!
Give your brain a holiday right
here at home. After all, if it mat-
ters to Warrandyte, it'll turn up
in the Diary.

WELDING

All materials welded.
Your place or mine.
No job too small

RING
NEIL CARTER

9437 2556
0418 357 282

Tel: 03 9846 5551

QOrganic
Central

Not just for the taste :
127 James Street, Templestowe V

b 7

¥y
illage
Sax: 03 9846 5501

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK
PAVING, etc.

Phone:
Bud Stringer
9844 2448 or
Alex Stringer
9876 6007
Mob 0414 761 754

é
Scandles

Candles & Homewares

www.scandles.com.au
scandles@bigpond.com

Ph: (03) 9344 3011
Fax: (03) 9844 4921

207 Yarra Street
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Warrandyte
Veterinary Clinic

Mon-Fri: 9.30-11am & 4pm-6.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am-12 noon

WE CARRY A FULL
PET PRODUCT RANGE

Catering for all small animals,
exotics and wildlife.

Dr Derek J. Fairley B.vsc)
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment—Phone 9844 3071
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