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NEXT ISSUE 
The next issue of the Diary will be published on Wednesday, 
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7. 

OUR NEWSPAPER 
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small 
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it 
has retained its strong community character, being produced 
by volunteers with only one airr:i : _to s~rve its c<?mmunity. 
Financed solely through advertising, 1t guards its not-for-
profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. 
The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, 
environment and character of the place it serves. Its monthly 
circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, 
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and 
Research. 

A SPECIAL PLACE 
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the 
Yarra River, some 24km from Melbourne. For countless ages 
a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 
1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold 
discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a 
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were 
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the 
Australian nationalist arts tradition . Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense 
of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. 
This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit. 

THE NIGHT THE STAR 
WAS THROWN 

The Wurundjeri dreamtime story told how Bunji l, the great 
eagle the all-powerful, ever-watchful c reator of the world, 
had once gazed down upon his people from the star Altair 
and seen their wrongdoing. Await ing their return, he, with a 
mighty crash of thunder, hurled down a star to destroy them. 
Where the star struck created the gorge we see today. Bunjil's 
people always remembered the spot. They called it 
Warrandyte, the place where Bunji l had hurled down the star 
to punish his people. 

uThe Diary's the best newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Ock!" 
ult's the only newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Clyde!" 
FOR ADVERTISING CALL 9844 38 19 



entsi11ks 
Canoeists bail out at the postponement of the the event , 

but hopes it will be even bigger and 
better when it is held later in the year. 

B~ SAM DAVIES 
A Commonwealth Games-linked ca-
noe event scheduled to pass through 
Warrandyte has been postponed due 
to pollution of the Yarra River. 

The inaugural Yarra Descent, which 
invited amateur and professional 
participants to canoe from Yarra 
Glen to Richmond , stopping over-
night in Warrandyte, will now be held 
in November. 

Eric Ward, who recently stepped 
down as executive officer of the or-
ganising body Canoeing Victoria , 
said their decision to postpone the 
event, slated for February 25 and 26, 
was "absolutely disappointing". 

"The initiative had some really 
good things going for it. (But) a 
number of things were going against 
it this year," he said. 

It is believed reports of pollution 
in the lower Yarra may have alarmed 
intending participants. 

A Canoeing Victoria media release 
said "adverse media reports" concern-
Ing the state of the Yarra may have dis-
suaded paddlers, though it had still at-
tracted more than 50 participants. 

After the hottest January on record , 
the organisation said water levels were 
too low to follow the designated 
course. "We currently feel that this low 
water level could impact (on) the 
safety of amateur competitors in par-
ticular," the Canoeing Victoria state-
ment said . 

An employee later told the Diary 
their primary concern was health risks 
caused by pollution, which are greater 
when water levels are low. 

The event was to be held in partner-
ship with , and partially funded by, six 
local councils which border the river, 
Including Manningham and Niliumbik, 
and the Victorian government. 

Manningham mayor, Cr Patricia 
Young, expressed her disappointment 

"While we are disappointed, we re-
spect Canoeing Victoria's decision and 
look forward to the announcement of 
a firm date for the event," Cr Young said . 

Manningham council matched the 
state government's funding of $ 1000. 

Office of Commonwealth Games Cer 
ordination spokesman Licardo Prince 
said the postponed event , which is 
hoped to become an annua l occur-
rence, would still link in with the 
games , despite being held months 
later. 

"One of the features of this games is 
that it should have a legacy broader 
than the games themselves , so there 
may be benefits and things to come 
down the track as part of the legacy," 
he said. 

Canoeing Victoria is taking registra-
tions from groups and individuals who 
would like to participate in the event 
later in the year. For further informa-
tion visit www.vic.canoe.org.au or call 
9459 4251. 

Smiling faces ... 

See how our sunflowers growl Lachlan, Luan and Holly have been 
keeping watch on the sunflowers springing up in the Warrandyte 
Primary School's sustainable garden. The seeds were planted in Sep-
tember and they are now taller than the children. Kids from Prep to 
Grade 6 enjoy working in the garden. As well as sunflowers, they 
have grown tomatoes, celery, lettuce and snow peas. 

peter gardiner LLB 

family lawyer & general practitioner 
35 years in legal practice 
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Defi11itely not the 
Cotntnon-w-ealth 
Gaines! 

Words and pictures 
by EMMA CLARK I] VER wondered what goes on at the Common-

wealth Games after the swimmers have dried 
off, the national anthems have been convinc-
ingly mimed and the ping-pongers have 
pinged their last balls? 

Then make your way to the Mechanics Institute Hall, 
later in March, or early next month. Get a behind-the-
cenes look ar the Games in true Follies style. 
Steve Monegherti will not be opening the show, 

Thorpie was otherwise engaged and Phil Cole was not 
invited (where the bloody hell is he?). 

A little bit political, a little bit irreverent and a little bit 
absurd, " ot the Commonwealth Games Follies" shows 
the Games moments that won't be covered by Sandy 
Roberts or Bruce Macavaney. These are the bits that the 
tabloid magazines are dreaming to get their hands on 
and teve Bracks doesn't want you to know about. 

Watch "Melbourne 2006" from the cou ch, but sprint, 
jump or swim down to the Mechanics Hall for 
"Warrandyte 2006" and watch the bits that aren 't suit-
able for television viewing. 

"Not the Commonwealth Games Follies" w ill run on 
March 23, 24, 25, 30 and 31; and April 1, 6, 7 and 8 at 
the Wammdyte Mechanics Hall in Yarra Street. BYO 
food and drink and arrive at 7.30p m before the festivi-
ties kick off at 8pm. 

Bookings through Joan Rogers at The Old Bakery Cot-
tage Bookshop on 9844 1744. Tickets are $15 per head. 

, 
• 

• 

Festival briefs 
Where were you? 
Where the bloody hell will you 
be on Sunday, March 12 at 8am? 
What will you be doing? You'll 
be taking a photo for the Festi-
val Images ofWarrandyte project, 
that's what. Pictures of anything, 
taken at that time, can be entered. 
Drop them into Information 
Warrandyte at the Community 
Centre by Tuesday, March 21 and 
watch for the showing at the Com-
munity Centre. Prints only, please. 

Paint the town 
The Rotary Art Show is moving 
frorri its familiar riverbank tent to 
the Warrandyte Community 
Church, 57 Yarra Street. The 
show opens on Friday, April 7 at 
7.30pm and continues on Satur-
day, April 8, between 9am and 
6pm and Sunday, April 9, 11am 
to 4pm. More than 300 works of 
art in a range of media, plus the 
Young Artist Award, featuring 
work from Warrandyte High 
Schoo l will be on show at the 
Community Church. 

No guitar? No worries! 
Fancy yourself as a closet Eddie 
Van Halen or Angus Young> Can 
you play a mean riff on an im-
aginary Fender? Rock out at the 
inaugural Air Guitar Competi-
tion . Register on Sunday at the 
River Stage between 12.15pm 
and 1.15pm for the competition 
beginning at 2.30pm. 

All dressed up 
Members-and former mem-
bers-of the Warrandyte Theatre 
Company are being asked to doll 
up for the Festival Parade-
dressed as characters from pre-
vious productions--to mark the 
50th anniversary of the compa-
ny's parent body, the Warrandyte 
Mechanics lnstitute and Arts As-
sociation. Please call Adrian Rice 
on 9844 1528 for more informa-
tion and to register your interest. 

On your bike 
Cruise through the State Park or 
pedal madly to the finish line for 
the inaugural Mountain Bike Fun 
Ride. Register at 7.30am for an 
8am start from the netball courts 
at Taroona Avenue. Choose from 
an easy 10km or a more challeng-
ing 16km route. Fo r more infor-
mation or registration , contact 
Stewart on 9844 l 156 or visit the 
Fes ti va l webs ite a t http :// 
home.vicnet.net.au/-warrfest/. 

Lock 'em up 
Get on your bike and pedal to 
the Festival! Free bike parking 
will bt:: available on Bicycle Vi -
toria bike racks located between 
the footbridge and car park at the 
bottom of Stiggants Street. Bring 
your own lock and don't worry 
about finding a parking spor for 
the car. 

Poems at the pub 
Fancy yourself as a poet-or an 
author? Like to try your work out 
on a local (mainly) sober audi-
ence?Then have a go at A Grand 
Read at the Grand Hotel, Warran-
dyte, on Tuesday, April 1l from 
7.30pm. Refreshments provided, 
drinks from the bar, tickets $12. 
Call 9844 1839 if you want to ex-
pose you rself! 



Her show features music 
and 'dreamlike' ... ~--=- -

Fancy learning the art of Tibetan 
meditation, Bollywood dance or 
soap making? Visit the Warran-
dyte Neighbourhood House tent. 
Get fit, polish up on your French 
or make new friends, by talking 
to volunteers and staff about 
classes, support groups, events 
and regular social activities. Dis-
plays of classes over the week-
end. 

Speedy serve 
Are you a budding Hewin, Molik 
or Federer? Find out the speed of 
you r serve by radar as used by 
the pros at Melbourne Park and 
be in the running for a trophy. 
Run by Warrandyte Tennis Club. 

Wann welcome 
A Wurundjeri elder will welcome 
festival-goers to her Father's 
Country with a Traditional Smok-
ing Ceremony at the bridge prior 
to the start of the parade at 11am. 
Parade-watchers will look to the 
skies when a Melbourne-built 
aircraft soars across the parade. 
At ground level, prizes will be 
awarded for best parade entry, 
most colourful, most imagina-
tive, best costumes, best theme 
and most Warrandyte-ish . 

Beer(hic!)topia 
Whether you're a beer aficionado 
or a part-time moonshiner, eve-
ryone is welcome to bring a bot-
tle al 5pm to compete in the 
homebrew competition. Catego-
ries, including stout, lager, bitter, 
ale, pilsner, draught and others, 
will be judged at the tent next to 
the top Stiggants Street entrance 
ro Stiggants Reserve . Hang 
around and wangle your way 
into the festival's lop job (the 
competition judging panel!) 
whilst awaiting the award pres-
entations at the main stage at 
7.30pm. 

Speed demons 
Local budding daredevils can 
take part in the world's toughest 
test of courage: the Billycart 
Derby. Show off your racing 
skills at 8.30am on Sunday down 
the steep descent of Forbes Sreet. 
Ages 8-16 welcome, with a race 
for the mums and dads. Claim the 
glory and be the envy of your 
mates al school (or work!). 

Pets paradise 
Is your pooch the prettiest in 
town? Got the coolest cal in 
Warrandyte? Find out al the pet 
show, with various ategories, 
including cats, rabbits, hamsters, 
mice, goldfish and birds at 
9 .30am on Sunday on th e 
Riverbank. 

Piggy count 
Count the number of piggies in 
Piggy Banks in local shopfronts 
arou nd Warrandyte and you 
cou ld win one of five $50 ac-
coun ts, courtesy o f the 
Warrandyte Communit y Dank 
branch of the Bendigo Bank. Fill 
ou t an e ntry form al the bank 
stand al the Festival and cross a ll 
you r fingers (and toes!) 

paintings 
By EMMA CLARK [i HIS year's Fes.tival will be hon-

oured with a special perform-
ance by past Warrandyte resident 
Anna Glynn, formerly of Glynns 
Road. An established artist, musi-

cian and storyteller, Anna will capture 
audiences with her multi-media presen-
tation of another time in local history. 

Anna Glynn grew up on a property on 
what is now Glynns Road. The 100 acre 
riverfront property, named 
"Riverswood", was bought by her gra nd-
father in the 1940s and was handed 
down to her father. Anna has fond 
memories of growing up in the 1970s 
next to the Yarra and across from the 
Pound Bend tunnel. Anna and her family 
have since moved away and the land is 
now owned by Parks Victoria and forms 
a wildlife habitat. 

In an extraordinary turn of events, a 
chance visit to the doctor's waiting room 
saw Anna read and apply to an advertise-
ment in a magazine for an artist-in-resi-
dence program. In 2002 she was 
awarded the Parks Victoria Longridge 

artist-in-residency and in an extraordi-
nary occurrence, her placement was di-
rectly across the river from the farm 
where she grew up. 

In an emotional and nostalgic journey 
into her childhood memoirs, Anna cre-
ated "Strange Memories", a project tell-
ing the stories of this magical place 
through paintings, writing, music and 
performance. The performance follows a 
mysterious path and includes a powerful 
series of large projected images of 
dreamlike paintings, poignant narration 
and haunting music. The story is created 
through live musicians, singers, actor , 
lights and sound. 

Besides the performance , the project 
has been released as a DVD, a large-for-
mat book of paintings and narration and 
in CD as Strange Memories--M usic for a 
Landscape. Anna will have both the 
book and CD for sale at the Festival . 

The performance will take place on 
Saturday, April 8 at 7.45pm at the main 
stage at Stiggants Reserve and will finish 
about 9.20pm. 

Youth stage rocks [i HE wildly succe sful Youth tage at the -kate 
Park- at the Taroona venue comer-will 
rock to the sound of young local talent on the 
Saturday, between 2pm and 10pm. 

"From garage bands to emerging stars. the 
emphasi is on encou raging our home-grov. n mu i-
cians," o rganiser Rick Gordon told the Diary 

Kicking off the afternoon will be ·The Ftnal ~1u ter" 
from '. arrandyte High chool. and "Gr.Her ",_ · poon • 
featuring ex Ander on · Creek Primary : hool pupil!:· 
James Pasini and Ali ta ir t-Ia tcon . now :it Eltham Col-
lege. "The Screaming Pigeons" and evergreen ro<:k out-
fit ··Local He ro" follow. the n it's the h t sound of ex-
WH stud ms Bob Cah ·ell :ind :cott Mealy· "Best Be-
fore". · 

"The talented 'The Te key Brothers· han· been pi k-
ing up regular gig at local wnue and hlue · fe ·tivals. 
and they are followed b) funk and groove outfit · uper 
Deluxe·. ,vitl1 Brendan Love on guitJr. Liam Gough on 
drums and joined by the manic _krome Harmsworth on 
keyboard," Rick Gordon aid 

Longtim favourites "To rt" w ill set th cene for ~The 
, rate Expres ", with their mbaure of homt-grow n n t, 
and oul. 

"R m mber it ' an ~,1 oho l and drug-fret> e, em .. mJ 
police and securiry will be m attendance. R.Kk ,ordon 
said. 

The YM Skate ompetition is on .1ga111 on : und:iy 
at the Skate Park. ,vith great prizes :tnd 1uJgmg b, pm 
skaters . Entry L free, and thenc- will be c:Ht.'gorie" for .tll 
skaters-novice to opt'n-agL' gu, . and girl-: Reg1srr.l-
tion commenn·s at 12no m 

"The cmtstandmg BMX stunt tc.tm ·Qrankn " tll l e 
displaying their ulent thmughout ~und..l) ,lttl.'rnoon , 
thrilling the crowd with :m .tnl.!ZtnR \.' ,hih1t1on of h,11-
anc-e. de,tt•1it, and madnt•s..-; ;ts the, diml . d.1111..'t' ,tnd 
1ump their w;i) on.•r a , .1riet} of t)I tades. Rtd-: 
Gordon . aid. 

Food ;111u drink will t~ ,tvailal le. ;tnd tlw Ba ketb,111 
lub ,, tll he running ,1 sht)()t-out compttitton for bud-

ding i n. stars 



6 Warrandyte Diary Marc h 2006 

23, 24, 25, 30 & 31 MARCH 
1, 6, 7, 8 APRIL 

TH£ FESTlVAL FOUIES: "Not the Commonwealth Games·. Warrandyte Theatre Company. 
Mechanics Institute Hall. BYO food and drink. $15 per head. 7.30pm for an 8pm start. 
Bookings: Joan Rogers at The Old Bakery Cottage Bookshop, Yarra Street, 9844 1744. 
Booking essential. 

FRIDAY 7 APRIL 
ROTARY ART SHOW OPENING: Cocktail Party. 7.30-1 0pm, $15. Enquiries: Jan, 9874 3143. 
Community Church, Yarra St. Note the new location. 

SATURDAY 8 APRIL 
9--Spn, AU-WEEKEND ACTTVTT1E$; See side panel. 

10.00am: PARlDE MARSHAWNG At the Bridge Tennis Courts (Pedestrians) and Ti lls Drive 
(Vehicles and Horses). 

10.30am: JUDGING of floats. Perpetual Trophy for best parade entry. Other categories: 
Most Colourful, Most Imaginative, Best Costumes/Make-up, Best Theme & 
Most Warrandyte-ish. 

11 .DOarn: FESTIVAL PARADE WELCOME CEREMONY: A Wurrundgeri elder will welcome 
us to her Father's Country with a Traditional Smoking Ceremony. "FLY OVER" 
by Melbourne-buitt aircraft. CUTTING OF RIBBON by local councillors. Parade 
includes Town Crier. Ian Craig, Festival Monarchs: Kevin and Allison O'Mara, 
bands, floats, bikes, vintage cars & more. Commentaries at Community Centre, 
Grand Hotel and Stiggants roadside. Enquiries: Jill Parker, 9844 0180. 
OFFICIAL OPENING by the Monarchs of the Warrandyte Festival - Kevin and 
Al lison O'Mara, and local councillors on the Main Stage at Stiggants Reserve. 
"WU TAO" A combination of dance and tai chi demonstration by Sasha Reid at 
the Neighbourhood House stall on the Riverbank, east of the rotunda. 

12-4.30pnc RIVERBANK STAGE - M.C. Phil Melgard - well known Frattellini Brothers, Sally 
Dastey, Polynesian Dancers, Chocolate Lillies, Badger, Young and Almeida, A2G, 
Ella Thompson Trio - descriptions and full program below. 

12.15pm: IWN STAGE AT mGSUTS Featuring local schools, dance groups and musicians 
- see detailed program below. 
ENTERTAIIER: Bust on a Pillar 
ROVING ENTERTAINER: Engaging Moments - an Adagio act - strength and 
balance with a romantic touch. 

2pnt-6pm: GROOVE 01 SATURDAY Rock Stage with local bands at Skate Park, Warrandyte 
Reserve. See details below. 

2.00pm: CHILDREN'S DRAWING Activity with Nancy Johnstone at the Neighbourhood 
House stall on the Riverbank, east of the rotunda. 

4.30pm: CAR RESCUE Police, CFA, Ambulance & SES rescue a victim from a crashed & 
burning vehicle in a combined training exercise. Riverbank Stage area. 

Spnt-7pni: HOIIE BIIEWlll6 COMPETITION Warrandyte is full of home brewing enthusiasts 
and this is your chance to pit your skills against each other! Bring your bottles 
at 5pm to compete in beer categories including stout, lager, bitter, ale, pllsner, 
draught and others. $2 per entry. Location is the tent next to the top Stiggants 
St entrance to the reserve. (Ask at the Information caravan if you can't find it.) 
Winners will be announced on the stage at 7.30pm. Sponsored by The Grand 
Hotel and Buckleys Beer. 

6-lOplll: GROOVE OI Funk, rap, jazz, blues and rock. At Skate Park, Warrandyte Reserve. 
See details below. 

._10plll: ST1Wl6E IIEIIORIES On Main stage at Stiggants Reserve. The enchanting 
Warrandyte story of Anna Glynn who spent her childhood on a farm in North 
Warrandyte during the 1960s and returned as an artist to explore the nuances 
of changed landscapes and the interplay of her memories. Beautiful landscape 
paintings, live music and narrated story allow us to travel with Anna in this 
hauntingly beautiful production with local actors, musicians, Chocolate Lily 
Choir and sound and light to captivate. 

e ASSOCIATBI lCTMTIU 
TIE FUTIVAL FII.UES: "Not the Commonwealth Games" Warrandyte Theatre Company's 
annual revue. See earlier in program for details. 

7.30am: 

8.30am: 

9-lOam: 
9.30am: 

10.15am: 

10.30--
12.30pm: 

11.00am: 
11.30am: 

12-.4.30pm: 

1.00pnt: 

2.001111: 

2.00,.: 

UOp111: 

2.30p!I: 

9.00pra: 

SUNDAY 9 APRIL 
,,,.,,,..,.,,. AU-WEEKEND ACTWIT1ES'. See side panel. 

MOUNTAIN BIKE FUN RIDE Registration 7 .30am for an 8am sharp start from 
Netball Courts, Taroona Ave, Warrandyte. Ride through the Warrandyte State 
Park with easy 10km or a challenging 16km routes. For Information phone 
Stewart, 9844 1156, tekmark@gmail.com, or visit the Festival website for 
entry form. Sponsored by YMCA. Free. 
BlllYCART DERBY Forbes Street, outside police station. Ages 8-16, plus a race 
for the parents. Great prizes and trophies. Tea, coffee and snags on sale, so 
come and have breakfast. $7 Registration. robertcousens@robcousens.com. 
au Sponsored by Blue Light Disco Committee. 
SWE MAN REPTILE SHOW Main Stage at Stiggants. 
DOG SHOW & PET PARADE Various categories, Including cats, rabbits , 
hamsters. mice, goldfish, birds, etc. All animals welcome if under owner's 
control. Run by Warrandyte High School. Stiggants Riverbank. Enquiries: Sue 
Martin 9844 2749 or 9870 8720 (AH). 
CONCERT MAIN STAGE STIGGANTS A wide variety of musical entertainment 
featuring Harambee, Eltham Concert Band, Orangotango, New Frontier. The 
Shades, Way Jays and Another Season. See details In program below. 
KIDS' MARKET Magnificent array of stalls offering goods and fun things by 
local kids for local kids. Stlggants Reserve. Phone: Pam Arnold, 9844 3012 
or Andrea Gleeson, 0409 002 070 or 9844 2394. 
SWE MU REPTILE SHOW Riverbank Stage. 
"STRONG WOMEN STAY YOUNG" Demonstration with Leah. Neighbourhood 
House Stall on the Riverbank, east of the rotunda. 
RIVERBANK STAGE MC Terry Cole - Circus In a Suitcase, Floyd Thursby 
and Definite Article, Stovetop, Jodie Moran with Snake Man and Air Guttar 
Competition. See detailed program below. 
MOOVE OIi SUNDAY YMCA Skate Compe@on. Free entry, prizes. Registra-
tion from 12noon. BICYCLE Stunt Team 'Orankn'. You won't believe what the 
Qrankn team can do on bikes! At Skate Park, Warrandyte Reserve. See details 
below. 
BOllYWOOD WORKOUT Demonstration by Maggie Flanagan, Neighbourhood 
House stall on the Riverbank, east of the rotunda. 
6DUI MINE TOUII (90 min duration) Join John Hanson for a leisurely ~.alk 
and vistt an 1850s gold mine. Bring torch, wear flat shoes. Run by Umtmg 
Church. Meet at 104 Webb St. Donation to Walk Against Want appreciated. 
Further Info phone 9844 3906. 
CREATIVE caEATURES Demonstration of dollmaking with a difference. Neigh-
bourhood House stall on the Riverbank, east of the rotunda 
AIR GUITAR CIIWETITION See details below. Registration at 12.15pm at 
Riverbank Stage .. 
DUCK RACE Ducks sold at schools beforehand, and during the weekend at the 
Information Caravan. See over 1000 ducks launched Into the Yarra at Forbes 
Street, finishing at Stiggant Street. $2. Entry. Trophies. Adie Courtney 9844 
2725. 
IIDS 8AIIES A chance for all kids to form teams and Join in fun games. 
Bigger kids {adults) will have their opportunity too. Run by Warrandyte 
Primary School at Children's Free Activity Tent on Stiggants Reserve. 
CAR RESCUE Police, CFA, Ambulance & SES rescue a victim from a crashed 
& burning vehicle in a combined training exercise. Riverbank Stage area. 
FESTIVAL FIIAI.E CONCERT (MAIN.STAGE STIGGANTS RESERVE) Featuring 
Dynamic Groove, The Committed and Muslki Manjaro to close the concert . 
Details below. 
GRAND FIREWORKS FIIIALE (Subject to CFA approval, sponsored by IGA 
Warrandyte). 

TUESDAY 11 APRIL 

THE GIIAIII RUD Readings of original works by local writers at the Grand Hotel, 11 O Yarra 
St at 7.30pm till late. Light refreshments provided, drinks from the bar. $12 
entry at door or from the Neighbourhood House prior to the event. Enquiries 
98441839. 

Ska Parle, war,,~ R11$BM. Cnr Ya/711 St & T,rooni Aw 
GROOVE 

ON SATURDAY 

1111-1• 
Local Bands playtng Alllmallw 

Roell. Funk, Jmllld Blues. 
F£ATURING: 

TIIE ICllfAIIN8 ... 
l1IE AIAl U11R 
IMRIIIPOIII 
BIITIEfta. .. 
Ul!lll&.IIIII 

111ETDIY-
TOIII' 

TlllilM 
l/ndlf A(/1 &ff 111-, &Aloolrll,,,, 

MOOVE 
ON SUNDAY 

SKA1E COMPEmlON 
Sponsored b)'YMCA & PSC. ,,,. ,.,,, . ..., ,,,., 

1,- Under 12 (Prtmlly Scllool) 
- Under15 
- Open -PnlfelllonllSIIIIIIDemo ,.,.. .... ................. 

AefNlllmenlll Mlllbll 
Nfxllld,,,,lonf 

EnG,lrlel; Rick Gonion 
9844 2242. 0411 
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Parks: open gates 
policy a good idea 

By SAM DAVIES 
Parks Victoria has dismissed 
local concerns that opening 
Warrandyte's parks to vehi-
cles overnight would In-
crease loutish behaviour In 
the reserves. 

As part of a two-month trial 
due to finish with the end of 
daylight saving, Warran-
dyte's rangers have left main 
gates permanently open at 
Norman Reserve, Jumping 
Creek Reserve and Pound 
Bend Reserve. 

Parks Victoria has dis-
missed local concerns that 
opening Warrandyte's parks 
to vehicles overnight would 
Increase loutish behaviour In 
the reserves. 

A fourth gate at Sugarloaf 
Reservoir will still be shut 
nightly as It ls a water supply 
catchment area. 

A Warrandyte Community 
Association spokespen10n 
said members were con-
cerned about the potential 
for Increased vandalism and 
noise at night with adverse 
effects on wildlife. 

"Whilst there will be a trial 
period of two months; this 
may not adequately reflect 
what will happen later, as It 
will take time for the word to 
get around that parks are 
open to C8J'!I for parties at 
nll(ht," the spokespen10n 
safd. 

Main gate to Pound Bend stands wide open. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 

fled of the trial. 
Mr Nixon said similar 

projects bad been running in 
parks throughout Victoria 
over the last 12 months with-
out significant problems, and 
so far Warrandyte's bad been 
very successful, with nil van-
dalism and only two calls 
from residents. 

District's Chief Ranger David 
Sewell, can be better spent 
elsewhere. 

gates may be left perma-
nently open. 

Toe WCA said it was also 
concerned the proposal re-
flected Inadequate levels of 
funding forthe park and re-
duction in services. But Mr 
Sewell said the trial re-
sponded lo the needs of park 
users by improving access lo 
the park. 

Warrandyte ranger-In-
charge Andrew Nixon, over-
seeing the trial, dismissed 

"Can we spend that time 
doing environmental work? 
Probably yes. 

the concerns saying that 
boons are "also a problem 
that could happen at 4pm In 
the afternoon when the parks 
are open and there Is nobody 
about to complain to. 

"It's not allowing for prob-
lems to occur, because they 
can occur at any time during 
the day," said Mr Nixon. 

"There bas not been a cho-
rus of disapproval from resi-
dents notified," Mr Nixon 
said. 

"I think there will be a lot 
of people saying It's the end 
of the world. I don't believe 
It's the case, but we'll never 
know If we don't do a trial," 
he said. 

In April, Parks Victoria will 
review the trial, 888e881ng 
any impact on the park, park 
nelahboUJ'!I and visitors as 
well as observations from 
field staff, after which the 

"Observations have shown 
that there ls a significant 
need to utilise the park be-
yond the advertised closing 
times, due lo the variety of 
leisure activities the park 
provides," be said. Local police have been noti-

Warrandyte's rangers spent 
up to one and a half hours 
each night locking the gates, 
which, according to Yarra 

They're trusting nature 
By JENNY WILLIS 

Manningham Council is offering a one-off 
cash incentive to encourage Green Wedge 
landowners to permanently protect their 
property"s biodiversity. 

Mayor Pat Young announced the cash in-
centive at the recent program launch in 
Warrandyte. 

"Manningham City Council is offering up 
to $ 1000 per hectare to landowners who 
permanently protect their land through a 
conservation covenant facilitated by Trust 
for Nature. This ls to acknowledge their 
contribution to the long term future of our 
Green Wedge." 

The first Manningham Green Wedge land-
owners to take up the council's offer, Fritz 
and Lydia Uhl, have placed a covenant on 

most of their five-acre Gold Memorial Road 
property. Nearly 30 people helped them 
celebrate their new covenant at the launch. 

Trust for Nature covenants are registered 
on the property's title and legally bind cur-
rent and all future owners of the property 
to protect and manage the land for 
biodiversity. 

While every covenant is individually tai-
lored and may apply to part or all of a prop-
erty, generally landowners are forbidden to 
develop the land, graze animals or clear 
vegetation on the covenanted area. 

Most covenants allow for some domestic 
pets , such as dogs and poultry but only 
existing cats are allowed on the property 
and must be kept indoors between dusk 
and dawn. 

Green guardians: Pictured are Fritz and Lydia Uhl (holding the big cheque) 
other Green Wedge landholders, Trust For Nature and council staff and 
Manningham mayor, Cr Pat Young. 

Presented with a cheque for almost $2000 
from Manningham, Mr Uhl said he and 
Lydia wanted to be a part of the program 
out of respect for the land they love, not 
the cash incentive. 

"We've been here for 24 years and we de-
cided (to place a covenant on the land) to 
try and do the right thing. We don't want 
someone else to come in the future and ruin 
what we have spent years working on," he 
said . 

Trust for Nature regional manager Chris 
Lindorf! said the council's one-off payment 
incentive scheme was the first of its kind 
he had heard of, but said some other mu-
nicipalities offer incentives through rates 
rebates or reductions . 

Mr Lindorf! also said a covenant can posi-
tively affect a property's sale value. 

" In a lifestyle-drive n area s uch as 
Warrandyte, a covenant can increase the 
value of a property," he said. 

Mr Lindorf! said because a property has 
to be in good ecological quality to receive 
approval for a covenant-with minimal 
pest plants and animals present and a 
strong diversity of indigenous flora and 
fauna-prospective buyers only need to 
maintain the land 's ecological integrity 
rather than rectify or reverse existing prol>-
lems. 

Manningham environmental officer, 
Cathy Willis , said over 100 properties 
within the Green Wedge area of 
Manningham are eligible to apply for the 
incentive program. 

Before agreeing to a covenant, Trust for 
Nature also considers other property fac-
tors including the degree of disturbance. 
the diversity of native flora and fauna, the 
presence of weeds or vermin and the ex-
istence of rare or endangered species. 

People who do take up council's incen-
tive offer will be provided with ongoing 
support from council's environmental of-
ficers and the Trust's stewardship officers. 

Landowners interested in finding out 
more about Trust for Nature covenants are 
encouraged to contact Cathy Willis on 9840 
9122. 

Wa"andgte 
Veterinary Clinic 

Mon-Fn: 9.30-1 lam &4pm-6.30pm 
Saturday: 9..30am-12 noon 

\VE CARRY A F-lJLL 
PET PRODUCT RA1 'GE 

Catering for all small animals, 
exotics and wildlife. 

Dr Derek J. Fairley (B.V.SC.) 
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hi!J & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte 

Consultation by Appointment-Phone 9844 307 J 

Scandles 
Candles & Homewares 

www.scandles.com.au 
scandles@bigpond.com 

207 Yarra Street 
Warrandyte Vic 3113 

Ph; (03 ) 9344 3011 
fax: (03 ) 9344 492 1 

A selection of gounnet and BBQ meats 
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

9844 3169 
Shop IO Gold fields Plaza, 402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte 

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION 
SALES AND SERVICE 

Servicing the area for 36 years 
Service to all makes of 
Television, Video Cassettes, 
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, 
Antenna Systems Installed. 

TV RECEPTION PROBLEMS? 
Then why not convert to a 
digital set topbox-now available. 

27 Mitchell Avenue 
Warrandyte 3113 

Ph: 9844 3970 
Mob: 0408175 274 

Need help with 
your pool or spa? 
Chemicals & equipment, mobile servicing 

& repairs, heating & blankets, 
onsite electronic water analysis. 

The, F'ool F'ecple-
www.poolwerx.com 

-----
Call your local pool expert David 0421 097 875 

Freecall 1800 009 000 
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Words and pictures by 
SANDY BURGOYNE 

The Jumping Creek catchment will 
soon have its own Landcare group, tak-
ing in properties in Wonga Park. 
Warrandyte. Warranwood and Croy-
don Hills. 

An enthusiastic group of Warran-
wood residents has been working to-
wards this goal for many months. They 
have invited all interested people to 
help them launch the new Landcare 
branch at Jumping Creek Reserve later 
this month. 

Tracey Wood, one of the group's 
founders. told the Diary that the day 
will feature Landcare displays, free 
water-testing and weed identification. 
··we'd like everyone to come along. It 
will just be fun and it's very informal." 

Ms Wood believes that the Jumping 
Creek Landcare branch will be unique, 
because it covers parts of two munici-
palities-Manningham and Maroon-
dah. At the launch the founders of the 
new Landcare group look forward to 
meeting like-minded people who care 
for the environment. All interested 
landowners are welcome regardless of 
the size of their property. 

"We're inviting people from little ur-
ban blocks who might be part of a 
catchment and might be interested in 
preserving their property or just bring-
ing their expertise to the group. 

"Obviously not everyone who comes 
will want to take the next step and be 

part of a formal committee. But we are 
hoping a lot of people will sign up, then 
we can contact them if we are having 
a field day or things like that," she told 
the Diary. 

Jumping Creek Catchment Landcare 
has been many months in the making. 
Tracey Wood acknowledges the assist-
ance of Manningham council. "The lo-
cal council approached a number of 
people about three months ago look-
ing for people to take a leadership role 
with environmental and property man-
agement issues," she said. 

This resulted in several residents 
from the Jumping Creek catchment 
doing a two-day course where they 
examined community t!hvironmental 
issues. Participants discovered that 
much was already happening in their 
district. For instance one landholder 
was collaborating with Melbourne 
Water to improve the waterway on his 
property, another was rabbit co-
ordinator for her locality and a keen 
bird-watcher reported that Buff-
banded Rails (birds of the flood-plains) 
were nesting beside her dam. All the 
participants had done revegetation 
work with indigenous species on their 
properties. 

These residents realised that form-
ing themselves into an official Land-
care branch was a logical next step. By 
being part of Landcare the group gains 
access to expertise on a wide range of 
topics , from dealing with salinity, 

weeds and erosion, to formulating a 
property management plan, planning 
a project, or applying for a grant. 

"We are hoping to do a whole lot of 
Landcare projects .. .it can be fencing 
off r emnant vegetation, so stock 
doesn't get to it ... or putting in shelter 
belts or corridors for native animals 
along boundaries of properties," Ms 
Wood told the Diary. 

Other possible projects include rab-
bit eradication, water monitoring and 
Frogwatch surveys. The health of the 
Jumping Creek catchment is at the cen-
tre of the Landcare branch 's interest. 

"The idea is to maintain the integrity 
of the waterways, as they all flow into 
the Yarra," Ms Wood said. 

"We need action . We need things 
happening ... l'd love it ii every property 
around here had a vegetation corridor 
or an area that's been fenced off." 

The launch of Jumping Creek Catch-
ment Land care will be held on Sunday, 
March 26, at Jumping Creek Reserve 
between I lam and 2pm (Melway 24, 
Al!) . Visitors are encouraged to bring 
weeds for identification and water 
samples from their dam or creek for 
testing. Tea, coffee and refreshments 
will be available on the day. Please ring 
Karen on 9876 1230 ii you intend to be 
there so that she can arrange catering. 
For further information on the Jump-
ing Creek Catchment Landcare group 
contact Tracey Wood on 9876 7383 or 
Peter Horsley on 9876 3582. 

Baton coming close 
Although the Commonwealth Games 
baton will not come through 
Warrandyte, locals can take a short 
journey to Templestowe to see it pass. 

destination at the MCG for the open-
ing ceremony of the Melbourne 2006 
Commonwealth Games. 

Manningham mayor, Cr Patricia 
Young, said it will be an early start on 
Tuesday, March 14, but well worth get-
ting out of bed for. 

Manningham council has extended 
an invitation to come to Templestowe 
Village on the morning of Tuesday, 
March 14 and witness first hand the 
passing of the Queen's Baton Relay 
through Manningham. 

"I encourage Manningham residents 
to take advantage of this once in a life-
time opportunity and ' line the streets• 
at the comer of Anderson and James 
streets by 7.30am to wave the runners 
through our municipality," she said. 

After travelling through all 71 nations 
of the Commonwealth, the baton will 
only be one day away from its final 

Mick Woiwod 

Mick and Margaret Woiwod were named out-
standing citizens in the recent Nlllumbik council 
Australia Day Awards. 

"The Woiwods have made an outstanding local 
contribution to the environment, to the commu-
nity and to education," their citation states. 

"For decades they have been active in many 
community groups, including the Andrew Ross 
Museum, Nillumbik Reconciliation Group, Kan-
garoo Ground Tower and Remembrance Park, 
Bend of Islands Conservation Association and the 
Christmas Hills Fire Brigade. 

"Mick Is a widely published local historian, with 
Margaret acting as his researcher. They have sev-
eral books to their credit. 

"Mick and Margaret's contribution to the rec-
onciliation movement will endure for many gen-
erations with the development of the GAWA re-
source trail In Watson's Creek, the Wurundjeri Re-
source Kit and the William Barak Short Story 
Competition. The kit and competition have been 
acknowledged as landmark indigenous educa-
tional tools throughout Victoria." 

In announcing lacal people honoured in the 
Menzies federal electorate Australia Day awards, 
the Diary failed to mention two worthy recipients. 
Our apologies. 

Myrna Manton has been a volunteer with Infor-
mation Warrandyte since 1981 . Over this period 
she has served with enthusiasm and diligence 
on the committee of management, as a capable 
and efficient treasurer and has provided tax help 
to iow income earners . Myrna is a loyal and com-
mitted volunteer who gives freely of her time. 

Patricia Robertson, of the parish council of St 
Gerard and St Anne, is now in charge of a tireless 
group who gather and send clothing overseas for 
the poor. She works many hours each week dis-
tributing wool and other materials and does sew-
ing at home, turning bed linen into garments . She 
also repairs donated goods. The group-St Paul's 
Overseas Aid-recently dispatched their 5000th 
parcel overseas. Pat carries out her duties with 
great humour and dedication. 

WARRANDYTE 
**GLASS** 

All types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

Today I did 
something for 

the good of the 
community. I did 
all my banking. 

Anne Marie Reid 
landscape and 

Garden Solutions 
Terry Ryan Servicing all aspects of your 

swimming pool and spa 
Specialising In regular 

programmed maintenance and 
water quality. 

When it comes to benefits for our 
community and for me, Community 
Banke branches have several strong 
points: 
• Face-to-face service from friendly, 

local staff. 
• Opening hours that suit me better. 

(We are open Monday - Friday 
9am - 5pm and Saturday 9am -
12noon.) 

• The full range of banking products 
and services. 

• More money stays in my area 
because our shared profits are 
used to help our community's 
future . 
You can now do all your banking 

at 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte or 
phone 9844 2233. 

0 Warrandyte 
Commll1ity Banlt Branch Bendigo Bank 

Bendigo Bank ,m1ted, Fountain Court. Bendigo, VIC 3550. 
ABN 11 068 049 178. AFS 237879. (S7937) (14/04/05) 

Specialising in Garden 
Cleanups & Maintenance 

9879 0373 
or 

0408 323 330 
Ph/Fax 9844 0713 

Mobile: 0418 369 294 Fully accredited technician 
Over 20 years experience 

OSTEOPATH 
in Warrandyte 

An Osteopath can help with: 
• back & neck pain 
• headaches & migraines 
• joint pain 
• sports injuries 
• sciatica 
• back pain with pregnancy 
• and much more ... 

Warrandyte Osteopathy 
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road 
Warrandyte 9844 2465 
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Prevention 
is best fire 
protection 
• · Reduce fuel around 

the hom~long grass, 
leaves and twigs should 
be removed. 

• Make sure under 
the home Is clear of 
combustible material. 

• Move firewood away 
from the walls of your 
home. 

• Cover vents and 
crevices with fine wire 
to prevent sparks and 
embers entering. 

• Gutters should be 
cleaned. 

• Ensure access to 
adequate static water 
supplies. 

• Check and have 
your firefighting equip-
ment serviced. 

• Most Importantly-
make sure you have a 
practical bushfire plan 
in place. Decide 
whether you will stay 
and protect or leave 
early. Consider who 
will be home and 
when. More than one 
plan may be needed 
to cover different 
scenarios. 

• For further fire 
information updates, 
residents are urged to 
tune in to local radio, 
especially ABC Radio 
77 4, the emergency 
services broadcaster, 
or call the Victorian 
bushfire information 
line on 1800 240 667. 

• Anyone interested 
in joining the CFA as a 
volunteer can contact 
the volunteer hotline 
on 1800 232 636. 

• e A 

Traffic diversion 
in fire situation 
Last month, material appeared 
in the local press and a flyer was 
distributed to motorists regarding 
measures to be followe<f during 
a fire emergency. The Diary de-
ta i/ed this information in the 
December issue as part of an in-
terview with Sgt Keith Walker of 
the Warrandyte police. The key 
points are: 

• During a future fire situa-
tion-or any othe r major emer-
gency-people who want to 
cross the bridge towards the 
firefront , enter, or maybe es-
cape from areas close to the 
fire, will be sent to an emer-
gency relief centre. 

• These cent res will be lo-
cated at Domeney Reserve and 
St Anne's primary school in 
Park Orchards, Whitefriars Col-

lege in Donvale and the Ted 
Ajani Reserve in Lower Tempi~ 
stowe. 

• Red Cross will register ev~ 
ryone arriving at these centres. 
Police will be present and will 
be in contact with the emer-
gency control centre. People 
will be kept informed about the 
progress of the emergency and 
when it is safe to go home. 

• Such information will come 
from the CFA and only with 
their expert knowledge will 
people be sent back to defend 
their homes against ember at-
tack. The firefront will have 
passed at this stage, so no one 
will be sent into a raging in-
ferno. 

• It may be possible for peo-
ple waiting at an emergency r~ 
lief centre to pass on inlorma-

tion of a situation at their home 
that IJ)ight be concerning them; 
the presence of pets, for exam-
ple. 

• People returning to their 
homes should be adequately 
prepared and equipped and 
wearing appropriate clothing. 
ll people are properly prepared 
they might be able to return 
within an hour. The police will 
be keen to get people back to 
their homes as soon as it is safe. 

• Traffic from outside, wish-
ing to come through Warrandye 
during an emergency, will be 
dealt with at traffic dive rs ion 
points . Initially, these would be 
established at Jumping Creek 
Road , Warrandyt~ Ringwood 
Road , the bridge, Harris Gully 
Road, Tindals Road and Pound 
Road. 

COREY'S COMMUNITY By SYD & ONA r - -.. -... ,, .... .. --______ _,__ -
, Hppin<L5-5 i~ bool<, iaat up, 

a bi8 cup of <ltAckyt~ 
ancl ona, of grandma~ h<Zrb 

~•-••~ biscud·~ ,.., .... .,,,, ... .,~ • .r;-,h... 
,, .. ... .... ., ,, ,,..-111~ ., ... .. . 1~i ..... 
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VIDEO 

CHECKOUT 
THE RANGE OF 

EX RENTALS 
IN STORE 

• e A • • 

TA 11' t A STRIIT 

VIDEO 
MARCH RfUASES ... 

WALLACE & GROMMET: CURSE OF THE WERE 
RABBIT • WOLF CREEK • FOUR BROTHERS 

PRIDE & PREJUDICE • CONSTANT GARDENER 
FLIGHT PlAN • CORPSE BRIDE • SAW 2 

KISS KISS BANG BANG • DCX)M 

l 06 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 311 3 
PHONE 9844 0544 

10,u·9PM SUNDAY TO THURSDAY 
10AM·10PM FRIDAY TO SATURDAY 

• • • • 

WARRANDYTE THEATRE COMPANY msurrs 
NOT THE COMMONWWH GAMES 

, 
• 

. .."~~ 
' • 

< 

-
AN IRREVERENT EVENING OF MUSICAL COMEDY 

WARRANDm MECHANICS INSTITUTE HAU at 7.30pm 

MARCH 23,24,25,30,31 • APRIL 1,6,7,8 
UBARfl SlYLf I 8'(0 EVERYTHING I Tlcxm $1 5 

BOOKINGS AT THE OLD WERY COTTAGE BOOKSHOP I PHONE 9144 1744 

f8 Worrondyte Mt<honics Institute .;.i Arts Aisooation Inc. 

STONEHOUSE 
GALLERY 

EXH IBITION 
"Family Picnic" 

A diverse exploration of medium by a very talented 
group of young local mums. 

1st March - 31st March 
Visit our fabulous new gallery showcasing our 

local potters & craftspeople at 
103 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3629 

OPEN DAILY 10arn-5pm 

The complete 
grooming servtce 
for all breeds of 
dogs 

Call Linda on 9844 3686 
135 Harris Guity Rd Warrandyte 3113 

Digestive issues? 
Natural 

Health Care 
qualttied & experienced practitioner I andniw francis s.SSc F>-o 0c,, Sc 
Clinic: 165 Yarra Street I Phone: 9844 4499 I Mobile: 0400180 262 

warrandyteherbal .com 

r-------• 
1 IARRANDYTE I 
: UPHOLSTERY : 
: Winnerof : 
I Top Upholstery I 
I Award I 
I Francis J Britta I 
I 11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte I 
I I 

984424'11 I _____ ,. 

counselling & 
psychodrama 
all life issues & concerns 

john devling M.Sc. , 
over 25 years experience 

indiV1dual. relabonsh1p 
& groups 

9730 2313 
Christmas Hills & Richmond 
shd,ng scale l8eS based on abthty to pa-, 

SHOP LOCALLY 
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KAREN ELVIN 
AD'IA CED lEl1EDlAL TllEUPIST 

OW AVAIUBLE AT 
SIMPLY NATURAL THERAPIES 

DOMINIC BARRO 
ENOVATIONS & ADDITIO 

HIA522019 
Reo<Sten!d B\/Jld1ng Practillonet DB 04170 

HIA Accred1ted Renovator Member 
HIA Tradesline Member 

HIA NKBA Member 
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc. 

Containing a 
great effort 

Council 
adopts 
nations 

FOR B()()l(INGS CALL 
9842 7033 

0402 408 663 

PROMPT SERVICE 
FREE DESIGN/QUOTATION 

9850 3592 • 0412 331 464 
Experience Counts tor Everything 

THE REPAIR SHOP 
David 

City . s 
Communication 

Computers: 
Repairs Advice Cleanup 
Virus Removed 
CD Burners installed 
Telephones: 
Building Cabling Moves 
Extra Phone ockets 
ACA Licensed Cabler 

Economical llepairs to: 
TVs Microwaves VCRs 
Hi-Fi Computers 
CD Players Appliances 
Phones Dishwashers 
Electric Tools Dryers 
Washing Machines, etc 

David Hogg 
98441858 

HORSEFEED, DOG FOOD, POUL TRY FEED, 
BIRDSEED, BRIQUETTES 

warrandyte 
home delivery service 

9844 3361 
0413 269 224 

By STUART TEA.THEA 
Warrandyte residents have al-
ways been charitable people, 
but occasionally some do truly 
exceptional work to help the 
needy. 

in 2004, locals Beris and Dan-
i el Drew decided tha t they 
wanted to help the less fortu-
nate, and after consu lting with 
their daughter who worked in 
Nairobi , Kenya, they decided to 
send a shipping container fu ll 
of donated goods to the region. 

The project , which took more 
than 12 months to complete, 
ended up sending more than six 
and a half tonnes of equipment 
to the Samburu Pastoralist De-
velopmen t Group , in t h e 
Sambu ru district in Northern 
Kenya, which was then distrib-
uted to the community. 

The equipment was donated 
from a number of di fferent fami-
lies, businesses and organisa-
tions, such as the Warrandyte 

Lions Club, who gave 20 new 
Ph oenix bikes. Other items 
such as cloth es, books, and 
computers were also collected . 

In total , 106 bikes were col-
lected , 72 bags of clothing, 153 
b oxes of educational goods, 
four set s o f encyc lopaedias, 
three sewing machines, t wo 
computers and numerous other 
i tems including blankets , gar-
dening tools and a generator. 

"There are lo ts of things that 
we throw out because we have 
no use for them, Mrs Drew told 
the Diary "Everyone has these 
sorts of things. I even sent over 
an old pottery wheel." 

As for the goods, the clothing 
was distributed t o th e most 
needy, to children and to the 
elderly. T he books have been 
di stributed t o schools , al-
though some remain in the con-
tainer, which is acting as a tem-
p orary l i brar y. Mos t o f the 
bikes remain at the Samburu 

Community Centre, and can be 
borrowed each day, and some 
were distributed to teachers in 
the region , so that they can 
travel the often long distances 
from th eir houses to th e 
schools. 

The people of the Samburu 
district were very a,Bpreclative 
of the donations. They were 
grateful - grateful for any-
thing," Mrs Drew said . 

The project was not without 
its difficulties . "The hardest 
part was packing the container. 
It's not like your normal stream-
line businesses with boxes de-
signed to fit the products. We 
had to squash things in any way 
we could." 

As for the future, Mrs Drew 
said she would like to continue 
her work. "We would like to get 
them a well ," she said . "Many 
of their animals have died. They 
didn't get their October rains 
last year." 

It will be a celebration of cul-
tural fusion when Manningham 
council officially welcomes Its 
adopted nations for the Com-
monwealth Games-the Carib-
bean countries Trinidad and 
Tobago, and Grenada - at the 
Landy Trophy athletlcs meeting 
on Monday, March 13. 

Every municipality in Victoria 
has been matched with at least 
one other Commonwealth na-
tion for the games, and to sym-
bolise Manningham's partner-
ship, council is hosting a cross-
cultur al celebration of food, 
music and entertainment. 

Mayor Patricia Young said she 
hopes local residents will come 
along to Rieschiecks Reserve 
on Monday, March 13 to offi-
cially welcome our adopted na-
tlons. 

" I invite Manningham resi-
dents to book their p lace at the 
'party' and help us warmly wel-
come our adopted nations to 
Manningham just prior to the 
opening or the games." 

Attendees will be treated to 
the taste sensations of an Aus-
tralian/Caribbean supper and 
there is a great evening of ath-
let ics and entertainment prom-
ised: 

• 6:45pm - Manningham Chil-
dren 's Choir will perform Ca-
lypso , Australiana and Indig-
enous songs; 

• 7pm - Welcome to Country 
e 7:15pm - The Landy Tro-

phy athletlcs meeting, incorpo-
rating the Manningham Mlle; 

• 9:30pm - Performance by 
Kutcha Edwards & Dave Arden 
duo; and 

SUPPORTLOCALTRADERS Ready to go: The Drews ' container. 

• I Opm - Performance by 
Trinidadian steel pan drummer, 
Courtney Leiba. 

NILLUMBIK 
TH E G REEN WEDGE SHIRE 

Key Decisions 
The key decisions made by Council 

at the Ordinary Meeting are 

available on our website 

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au (select the I 

Media Centre link) 

or a hardcopy can be mailed to you, 

simply phone 9433 3188. 1 

M,JJl,.u, 111114 
j 

CONCIJRE INNOVATIONS 
FOR PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
PHONE 

SIUART - 0400 442 533 
DARREN • 0400 442 633 
concrete _innovotions@yohoo.com 

Exposed Aggregate 
Slate Impression 
Faux Brick 
Coloured Concrete 
Natural Stone Paving 
Retaining Walls 
Water Features 
Garage & Shed Floors 
Steps & Ramps 

SHAPES 
BOBCAT& 

TIPPER HIRE 
DRIVEWAYS 
CLEANUPS 

SITE PREPARATION 
LANDSCAPING 

PHONE 9844 2117 
0410 402 046 r--------------------------~ :PLUMBER AND GASFITTER: 

I CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS I 
I Electric Sewer Cleaner Available - 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte I 
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 I ~--------------------------~ 
DE RIAZ DANCE ACADEMY 
Warrandyte Community Centre 
Pre-School Classes Thurs 4.15pm 
Also classes in classical ballet, jazz, 
tap, funk, hiphop. Contact Penny 
Butler 97296727, Helen Wilkie9720 
2463. 

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Ceremonies 
with style and meaning. Susan Datt, 
9844 31 21 or 0417 353 026. 

BEAUTIFUL STAINED GLASS 
Fabulous panels to fit any window 
or door and enhance your home. 
Any style, small panels a specialty. 
Free quotes. Shan 9712 0024. 

SUSAN'S BOOKKEEPING: Do you 
need help with your accounts? 
Bookkeeping for small business. 
Experience with QuickBooks and 
MYOB. On/off site. Phone 9844 
0872 or 0438 161 295. Email : 
Susanbook keeping@aol.com 

LASER KE Manual A/C, P/S, RWC, 
Good cond. $2,500 9844 2510. 

DIARY MINI ADS 
MAGNA TR S/W Auto Blue Ex cond. 
RWC $3,000 0438 089 535. 

CIVIL MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
GinaAndrews. Friendly, professional 
service. 98442A02or0414946757. 

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings, 
child name-giving and renewals. 
BruceShand,JP. Phone 98796726. 
Website: www.bruceshand.com.au 

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified 
structural, civil and geotechnical 
draftsman, 25 yrs, (Autocad 16 yrs). 
Ring Ian 9844 5279, 0401 050 191 . 

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful 
ceremonies for all occasions. John 
Byrne 9844 2155, 0418 995189. 

FEELING FRUSTRATED?Emotion-
al?Time for a change? Why not live 
your life free of anxiety, fear, anger, 
depression, low self-esteem, guilt 
or eating disorders. Resolve the 
original cause and eliminate the 
problem In 3 sessions with PSH 
Private Subconscious Healing. Call 
Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322. 

LEARN TO DANCE Many social 
dances - waltz, salsa, cha cha, 
tango, new vogue and more. 
Relaxed friendly classes at the 
Warrandyte Community Centre. 
Beginners & Intermediate. Regular 
social events. Contact Carol 0417 
015 439. 

WANT A DIARY MINI AD? The 
cheapest way to send your 
message to the Warrandyte 
community. $4.60 for 4 lines, then 
$1 each additional line, prepaid. 
Phone 9844 3819. 

FIND US IN 
CYBERSPACE 

Diary webllte: 
www.vicnet.net.au/ 
-warrandy/ 
Emall: 
thediary@vicnet.net.au 
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• bjoy lunch, ahcrnoon lea and dinner from 
J uesdoy lo SunJay. 

• The )Jerfecl locaHon for your weJd.ing, )Jnrty 
or business ga~he.dng. 

• Always }>rescnHng lhc bes~ Liv Mustc! 

Warrandyte 
goes potty 
Despite a rain storm on the Saturday, 
Warrandyte's annual pottery expo 
enjoyed another successful weekend. 
STEPHEN REYNOLDS took these 
pictures for the Diary. 

Present this advert for 
20% off 

lunch for two.* 
• Valid from Tue to Fri until the end of March. 

Applicable to food cost only. 

tf 9.??!f tt ~trr 
every Frt~ayfrom ~.Pm 

;,. . ,,.,. </!3eff9.'f t ~9.'l' 

X Book now for 
: Dinner and Show or Show Only! 

James a•uadell ____ 9 
••ck Tll1m•s.. nur 1& 
••• ,. ••• , •• , ___ Fri 11 ••r 
,1111 ••···••-·----''· 24 •• , 
Jlml IICkl•t- .. r 
J1m1sR111•-
Dini lraltnlhL w,112&11, 
11111 aer•c•-
TIIII fre 
lie•• SlllfflCL 

www.wellers.corn.au Open 6 Days -Tuesday to Sunday 9712 0266 ISO Eltharn-Yarra Glen Road. Kangaroo Grou nd. 
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OR&ANIC, OR&ANIC, OR&ANIC 
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* * AT VICTORY l&A WE ARE COMMITTED TO OFFERIN& 
WARRANDYTE DIARY VICTORY IGA * OUR CUSTOMERS A GREAT RAN&E OF OR&ANIC PRODUCTS. 

($100 Shopping Voucher) Come in and see our improved range of organic products in * our store. Products include: rresh bread, Tea, Coffee, rresh 
eggs, rruit juices, lcecream, rresh/Longlife milk, Pasta/Pasta 

sauces, Cereals, Muesli, HoneY, Canned vegetables. 

Citizen of the Month 
Ruth Rankin 

In recognition of her outstanding contribution 
to conservation and the environment. 

* * * * 
Victory SUPA Warrandyte 

402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 
Telephone: 9844 3089 • Facsimile: 9844 4866 

Email: victoryiga@localgrocer.com.au 
Website: www. victoryiga. localgrocer. com.au 

CAFE & FLORIST 
NOW OPEN 

Scrumptious Food, Cakes, Pastries 
Pies, Quiches and lots, lots more 

Meet our friendly staff whilst sitting 
amongst our beautiful floral 

arrangements 
and fresh cut flowers 



9844 3085 
r ::. estate e .~,M,. 

www. ta ndfleld .com. au 

183-187 YARRA 

FOR SALE 

«An 11-Cre of luxury living" 
Flowing over a beautiful 
landscaped acre, this modern 
2-storey residence Is filled 
with luxury Ilka no other. 
Expansive living areas, fully 
equipped kitchen, 3 double 
BRs and 2 bathrooms In the 
downstairs wing, the upper 
level features a parents retreat 
with a study, master bedroom, 
luxury ensulte and balcony -
It's all here. The qualities of 
this home are further enhan-
ced by a resort style pool, 
tennis court, triple garage, 
ducted heating, refrigerated 
cooling and all the extras. 
Make your dream a reality. 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 410 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

FOR SALE 

«Charming & Affordable" 
A tranquil setting amidst the 
trees Is where you will find this 
3BR tlmbar home. Offering 
large lounge/dining room, open 
plan kitchen, family, bathroom, 
huge laundry, underhouse 
section with external access, 
making an Ideal home/office or 
rumpus room. Boasting a 
double garage, large deck with 
panoramic views and 
positioned In a desirable 
location. All within walking 
distance to restaurants, shops 
and transport. 
Price: $330,000 plus buyers 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 410 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

FOR SALE 

«Pretty as a Picture 
Are you tired of not being able 
to find that suitable allotment 
to build your dream home, well 
your search is over. This 
picturesque 1613.2 sq.metre 
allotment (approx.) features an 
array of attractive trees, 
garage and a large shed. 
Price: $270,000 plus buyers 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 410 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

FOR SALE 

«City Skyline Views» 
Set on over 2.5 acres with 
stunning views, this captivating 
mud brick home offers peace & 
tranquility with exposed brick 
and warm timber ceilings 
providing richness In character. 
Offering four bedrooms, three 
separate living zones, two 
bathrooms, double carport and 
workshop. This is truly a 
Warrandyte homel 
Price: $540,000 plus buyers 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 41 O 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

STREET WARRANDYTE 1 realestate-.ou 

! \\'.\HH.\\'DYTE \'ORTH 

FOR SAi. f. 

""The right block ... the right 
location ... the right time.» 
Who would have thought that 
you could still purchase a 
picturesque 7000m2 (approx) 
vacant block with approved 
plans and permits In the 
exclusive Amersham Estate. 
Build your dream home or 
save time, money and avoid 
the red tape by continuing 
with the already approved 
plans and permits for a Cape 
Cod style home. The only 
thing that could go wrong Is 
that you leave It too long and 
miss the opportunity to begin 
building your dreams. 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 410 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

FOR SALE 

«Positioned Perfectly" 
This beautifully presented 
quality home offering four 
double bedrooms, plus study, 
master with ensulte, formal 
lounge with bar, well equipped 
kitchen, large tiled family 
room, huge rumpus room 
downstairs and a double 
garage. All this and more 
located within a stone's throw 
to the primary school and a 
short stroll to the river and 
village. Your Inspection will not 
disappoint. 
Price: $449,000 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 410 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

FOR SALE 

'Perfect view, Perfect home» 
This five bedroom solid brick 
home with a grand entrance, 
remote gates and circular 
driveway will suit the growing 
family. Featuring in-ground pool , 
double car accommodation, 
ducted heating, full length 
balcony with access from 
bedrooms, outdoor entertaining 
areas, landscaped gardens, 
formal and informal living areas 
and three bathrooms. Having a 
northerly aspect with fantastic 
views and situated on 1 acre 
(approx.), this property is a must 
to inspect. 

Price: $595,000 plus buyers 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 410 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

FOR SA! F 

«Gtoriom 17.5 acres" 
This partly cleared 17 .5 acre 
(7.008ha) allotment offers 
glorious views and comes 
complete with a drive way and 
home site already cut in. Only 
minutes to Warrandyte and 
Eitham, this is your chance to 
escape the hustle and bustle 
and to build your dream home 
away from it all. 

Price: $570,000 plus buyers 
Dominic Cruz: 0409 410 161 
Andrew Wilson: 0408 315 927 

www.la ndfleld.com.au 

4 times the expos re 
When rt comes lo the vrtemet wtry lmi ','OOl'self to juSI 
one srte? We quadruple yrxr exposure & cast the net 
wider lo reach more buyers kl< yrur hQrrle 

Call now for a free market 
appraisal on 9844 3085. 
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bradley curtis 
I =J ! =l!i i ;J O~• 
A Domestic 
• Commercial 
• Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

Metal Roofing 
Guttering & Downpipes 

LICENSED ROOF PLUMBER 

9844 3619 
0411267490 

SHOP LOCALLY 

THE REPAIR SHOP 
David Specialities 

City . s 
Communication -Computers Cleaned. 

Adware pop-ups and Vi ruses removed. C!f" 

TV Digital Set Top 
Boxes installed. 
Crystal clear reception with digital surround sound. 

David Hogg 9844 1858 

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS 

Giftware Greeting Cards 
Photocopying Faxes sent and received 
giroPost Bill Paying Service EFTPOS 

Commonwealth Bank & National Bank Agency 
Foxtel & Manningham City Council Rates can now be paid here 

Private Post Boxes available for $1 per week 
Agent for Penguin Dry Cleaners 

PARK ORCHARDS POST OFFICE 
Shop 6, 13 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards 

Telephone: 9876 1291 • Fax: 9876 1443 
Proprietor. Harold & Mochelle Bradfield 

Monday to Friday: 9am-5pm Saturday: 9am-12noon 

WARRANDYTE 

extensions 
& RENOVATIONS 

Registered Building Proctrtioner DBU 22829 

Friend ly Local Service 
27 years Trade Experience 

QUALITY BUILDER 

HIA MEMBER 

extensions • renovations • alterations 
kitchens • bathrooms 

PHONE ANDREW 

9844 0068 0411 114 012 

. . . 

A murder of ravens: No 
sense ducking the issue 
Il N the roseate glow o f 

spring , the sigh t of a 
proud mother duck lead-
ing her I O cute ducklings 
onto the dam for the first 

time, was sublime. The glow 
continued until we saw the first 
duckling whisked skywar d in 
the beak of one of the many 
marauding ravens that had sud-
denly appeared around th e 
house with the arrival o f les 
peti te canards. 

Once the duck's quacking had 
subsi d ed and Herself had 
calmed down sufficiently, we 
approached what had just hap-
pened in a rational and adult 
fashion. 

"I'm going to get a gun and 
shoot those bastards!" 

"I 'm going to stay up all night 
and keep guard over those poor 
Little creatures." 

Although we were distressed 
and fi lled with moral outrage 
about such blatant aggression, 
mother duck collected the rest 
o f her brood and continued 
teaching them about what is or 
isn 't fit for eating. From the way 
her brood kept c lose t o the 
reeds and her, it was clear that 
her ducklings h ad already 
twigged to the fact that large 
black bird s lurking over the 
dam is a sure sign that life is not 
"cute". On scanning the dam 
and its surrounds, all was calm. 
It seemed that Herself and I 
were the only creatures making 
a prolonged fuss about what 
had happened. 

Slowly the penny began to 
drop abo ut the realities of 
Mother Nature. Of course, just 
like any good mother, Mother 
Nature can't have favour ites 
among Her children. Food is 
scarce. It would be unreason-
able, therefore, for Her to pro-
tect one duckling at t he ex-

"Eventually, the 
ordained 
number of 
ducklings 
survived as 
teenagers and 
thence, to 
young adult-
hood. At which 
point the real 
politics of the 
dam assumed a 
pressing signifi-
cance. It is 
impossible for 
the stocking 
level of any 
dam to increase 
unrestrained." 

pense o f anoth er fam ished , 
baby raven. In nature, if your 
o ff spring are d elec tabl e, 
Mother Nature had deemed i t 
sensible that such c reatures 
p roduce mu lti ple o ff sp ring; 

Organic• 
Central 

Not just for the taste 
127 Jomes Street I Cemplestowe Village 

Cel : 03 9846 5551 • S'a,:: 03 9846 5501 

some to replenish the breed 
and others as a smorgasbord 
for other critters. 

Herself came to terms with 
the killing fields intellectually 
but not emotionally. Each morn-
ing she would scan the dam for 
signs of nocturnal nastiness. An 
appropriate baby count was 
greeted with elation but a re-
duction was met with depres-
sion. 

Eventually , th e ordained 
number of ducklings survived 
as teenagers and thence, to 
young adulth ood . At whi ch 
po int the real politics of the 
dam assumed a pressing signifi-
cance. It is impossible for the 
stocking level of any dam to in-
crease unrestrained. It was time 
for the last in to be first out. 

I had resisted naming either 
the ducks or the chooks for a 
good reason . As soon as a per-
sonal relat ionship is estab-
lished between the kidnapper 
and his victim, it is more diffi-
cult for the trigger to be pulled. 
Similarly, how can you lower 
the axe on Petunia or Doris 's 
neck? It 's much easier to do so 
to " that brown one" or " that 
scruffy-looking one". 

It was difficult, therefore, as 
Herself had grown very fond of 
Quacker's children. In the mid-
dle of a stacks-on-the-mill rugby 
scrum, Herself could identify 
her beloved brood. And it was 
these very ducklings that had 
to go, especially as the grain bill 
was doubling. It was time to re-
store equilibrium to the dam, 
so, that night I waited for the 
appropriate time to raise the 
issue. 

" I think I ' ll catch the ducks 
tomorrow. I've contacted Allan 
and he's ready for them." 

"Oh no, not yeti They will miss 
their mother and they won 't 

Injured 
wildlife? 
CALL: 
Wildlife Victoria 
0500540000 
Help for Wildlife 
0417 380 687 

know how to cope away from 
here." 

"We can ' t keep them much 
longer or they'll begin to breed 
and that 's not on." I feared an 
avalanche of abuse about my 
lack of sensit ivity and my mean-
ness but instead I heard this. 

"Pity, but I suppose i t had to 
happen." 

They say the Mafia is like a 
close-knit family group. Our 
ducklings had obviously taken 
less ons . They could not be 
separated and wor ked as a 
group to defeat all my attempts 
to corner them. I couldn't fol-
low them onto water and when-
ever they were even vaguely 
trapped, they just flew over my 
head and landed in the middle 
of the dam. 

Eventually, I rea l ised that 
greed is everyone's downfal l. I 
waited until feeding time and 
instead of flinging the grain, I 
played Hansel and Gretel into 
the open door of the chook pen. 
Once inside, they were easily 
captured and loaded into well-
ventilated cardboard boxes . I 
turned away from the accusa-
tory stares of their mother and 
then from the tear-stained face 
of Herself. 

Withou t delay, I rang Allan 
and aler ted him to the immi-
nent delivery. I drove the boxes 
to the local w harf where the 
ferry was waiting. I handed over 
the boxes and reminded the 
crew member that they would 
be collected on the other side. 

As I pulled into the carport, 
Herself was wai ting. 

"Mother Duck looks very sad!" 
Inwardly, I groaned, but as I 

walked to the house I caught 
sight of the raven giving me the 
thumbs-up sign. 

ROGER KIBELL 

WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

All materials welded. 
Your place or mine. 

No job too small 
RING 

NEIL CARTER 
9437 2556 

0418 357 282 
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Our Pat finds Cumbungi 
among the bulrushes 
Il F I knew then that what I 

know now, I would not 
have done what I did! It 
was June 1971. We were 
living and working in Lon-

don and had taken a month off 
to travel around the Greek Is-
lands-backpacking long be-
fore backpacking became fash-
ionable. We slept on beaches 
and in spartan rooms rented 
out by local villagers-soaking 
up the sun by day and the wine 
by night. 

The vegetation that grew in 
this balmy Mediterranean clime 
was interestingly varied with 
some Islands densely clothed in 
forests of pines, while others 
were barren apart from groves 
of ancient olive trees. It was to-
wards the end of our holiday, on 
the island of Corfu, that we dis-
covered the swamp and the 
bulrushes. The low-lying de-
pression was almost com-
pletely occupied by a dense 
growth of head-high, strap-like 
leaves and cylindrical, velvety 
brown flower-spikes . I loved 
them. Not content with a pho-
tograph, I picked about a dozen 
of the flower rods and took 
them back to our room. We 
were due to fly back to England 
the next day. 

Determined to take the bul-
rushes back with me, I carefu lly 
tied them together and boldly 
carried the bundle onto the 
BEA Comet jetliner with my 
hand luggage. Apart from a few 
admiring comments from some 
of the other passengers, no-
body questioned my botanical 
cargo. 

Back at our London flat I 
transferred the bulrushes to a 
large vase. There they stayed 
for several weeks as a living re-
minder of our Greek odyssey. 
Then one day I noticed a split 
in the smooth surface of one of 
the cinnamon brown flowers, 
the next day there were more. 
As the weather warmed, clouds 
of fluff appeared, so light it 

drifted in the air to all comers 
of the room - my beautiful 
bulrushes had gone to 
seed. I cannot remember 
now how I disposed of 
them, but in London's con-
crete wilderness I don't sup-
pose it really mattered. 

I have always had a soft 
spot for bulrushes . Many 
people, though, do not share 
my feelings for these robust 
semi-aquatics which have the 
propensity to invade irrigation 
channels and colonise dams. 

Three species of bulrushes 
(also known as Cumbungl) oc-
cur in Australia, two are native 
and one is Introduced. All three 
are found in Warrandyte, 
mostly in dams. They are simi-
lar in appearance and reliable 
identification can only be made 
by microscopic examination of 
the female flower parts. 

Bulrushes grow from thick 
underground stems called rhi-
zomes, these have a high starch 
content and are an important 
food source for the Aboriginals 
of northern Australia. In sum-
mer the plants produce their 
dramatic flowering stems. The 
flowers are in two parts-the 
male above the female with a 
small gap of bare stem between 
the two. After flowering and 
seeding, the plants die back 
above ground over winter. 

Despite their reputation as a 
troublesome weed, bulrushes 
do have their good points. Be-
cause they slow the flow of wa-
ter, their roots are able to ab-
sorb excess nutrients and sus-
pended sediments, even pesti-
cides. As well as improving wa-
ter quality bulrushes provide 
important habitat for water 

birds, aquatic insects 
and frogs . Especially 
frogs . 
It ls recoginlsed by 

"frogologists" that 
permanent water 
with abundant growth 
of bulrushes Is the pre-
ferred , if not the essential, 
habitat for the Green and 
Golden Bell Frog (a population 
of which was found and pre-
served at the Homebush site of 
the Sydney Olympics) and Vic-
toria's Growling Grass Frog. 
Once common, both these spe-
cies are in severe decline and 
are now listed as endangered. 
The frogs are unusual in that 
they like to bask in the sun. And 
I always take time out to look 
for them whenever I come 
across bulrushes. Only once, at 
Rotamah Island , have I been 
lucky enough to find a couple 
of well camouflaged Growling 
Grass frogs resting on the flat 
surface of a bulrush leaf. 

The bulrushes should be flow-
ering about now. I will stop to 
admire them, perhaps scan the 
leaves in the hope of finding a 
basking bell frog. I will think 
again of the Greek islands and 
our adventures there over 30 
years ago. But one thing is for 
sure, I won't be picking the flow-
ers again. 
PLANT OF THE MONTH 
Purplish Wallaby Grass 
(Danthonia tenuior) is one or the 
taller wallaby grasses that grow 

around 
Warran-
dyte. It 
forms an 
e rec t 
clump of 
leaves 
with flow-
e r i n g 
stems up 
to almost 
one metre 
high . Ex-
ceptionally 
good for dry 
areas , 
clumps will 
often self-
seed around 
the parent 
plant. If you 

would like to createanative 
grassland in your garden , the 
Purplish Wallaby grass can be 
obtained from the Friends of 
Warrandyte State Park nursery 
which is located at the rangers 
depot at Pound Bend (Mel ways 
27CI0). For more information 
contact the nursery manager 
on 0408 313 7327 

Buying a mobile phone. Or not. Il RKED by<heapa<hy of oo, a 
teenager's worn-out mo- · 
bUe phoo~, we popped Hdll 
down to Ringwood to re- ·, 
place it. With two hours 

and three people to explore the By MARILYN MOORE , 
options, it didn't seem an im-
possible task. I was already an-
ticipating fresh coffee and gen-
tly warmed ginger biscuits-the 
sort of lazy family outing that 
doesn't happen so often these 
days. 

No doubt you've spotted the 
flaw in this plan. You can't just 
buy a mobile phone, not If cost 
is an issue and you don't want 
to change phone numbers. 

I blame the SIM-card, that fin-
gernail-sized sliver of technol-
ogy that hides inside your 
phone and controls when and 
where you can make calls and 
how much it all costs. Wouldn't 
you think that you could buy 
any phone and plug your old 
SIM-card into it? 

No. Retailers use phrases like 
blue-tooth, internet keyboard, 
megapixel cameras, video-
emailing capability, polyphonic 
compositional software with PC 
download options. 

What they don't make clear is 
that you are buying not only a 
phone but a SIM-card. You are 

locked into using a particular 
carrier and a particular cost 
structure. 

Have you noticed that phone 
salesmen have a prerequisite 
age of about 19? "Can I help 
you?" this one asks reluctantly. 
Anybody over the age of 30 is 
clearly a problem customer. 

"Yes, please. We have a worn-
out phone with a pre-paid SIM-
card. We want a new phone but 
the same phone number." 

In a shop simply crawling with 
phones (layered on stands, 
papering the walls , adorning 
pillars, crammed into display 
cabinets) , the resigned youth 
threads his way across the 
crowded floor to a glass-fronted 
display cabinet. 

"Any of these." He vaguely in-
dicates the bottom shelf. 

"We can choose any of these 
six phones?" 

"Well, no, they're mostly 
Optus. The two at the end are 
Virgin." 

Mmmm. Disappointing to say 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement Service 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 

the least. For some reason we'd 
fancied that we'd be able to 
choose from the extensive 
range abundantly displayed 
throughout the store. The sales-
man scratched his head. "There 
is one other ... you'd have to 
pay $80 to get it unlocked from 
another network." I'd been hop-
ing to pay $80 full stop. 

The next shop is little better. 
The salesman enthusiastically 
promotes the benefits of vari-
ous pre-paid schemes (and 
their associated phones) . We 
are introduced to the labyrin-
thine by-ways of Deals. The sig-
nificance of the large number of 
mobile phone retailers begins 
to dawn. 

In contrast, the next salesman 
can't show us any pre-paid 
phones. "Plans are so cheap, 
you· d be crazy to go pre-paid." 

Ah, Plans. We'd been hoping 
to avoid Plans, but clearly 
they're worth consideration. 
This ls getting complicated. 
Optimising a Plan, a Deal, a car-
rier and a phone won't be a five-
minute job. 

"This is our most popular la-
dies' model," croons the next 
salesman, sliding back a jew-
elled cover and revealing the 
world's teensiest keypad. "The 

camera is a Megapixel one, 
too." 

The idiocy of this statement 
is gobsmacking but I let it pass. 
" We already have a camera, 
thanks. We're just looking for a 
phone." 

"But you won 't feel like that 
in six months time, I promise 
you." Sorry mate, you're wrong, 
but I'm not here to argue the 
toss. (Why are we here? It's get-
ting harder to remember.) 

Two hours later, phoneless 
but armed with a truckload of 
brochures, we head home. Sev-
eral days and pages of arithme-
tic later we finally make a 
choice. Somewhat trium-
phantly we set off again to buy 
a phone. 

Or not. "Unfortunately that 
one's sold out," is the dismay-
ing news. But we can see them 
on the shelf! Ah yes, but those 
can only be sold on Plan F or 
Deal Q or some other cumber-
some arrangement. Haven't you 
been paying attention? 

I might just leave the troops 
to it. And my own ancient mo-
bile phone, with its weary keys 
and dodgy battery, has just be-
come my life-long friend . Dunno 
if I can be bothered going 
through all that again. 

tJ, Eart Harmon~ S op 
& W eU[1ein Centre 

• Crystals, Silver Crystal Jewellery ... 
• Books, Music, Incense, Cards, Gifts ... 
• Therapies, Readings, Classes, Work hops ... 
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DEREK THE 
HANDYMAN 

Lawns & Gardens 
Painting & Renovations 

Bathrooms & More 
Call 9844 2284 or 

0402 913 113 

Is reody lo rock your world 
lode Band for Hire 

Any porty or function 
Speaohsts in birthday porties -

21st, 30th, 40th, SOlh 
Coms from Kelly Oorkson, A,ril. 

Kylie, Green Doy and Chn~ne 
to A(JDC, Led Zeppelin, Divmyls, 

Stones, Statu1 Quo and Deep Purple 
Demo CD available 

DICK PENGELiEY 
9844 0525 or 0407 816 711 

Warrandyte 
Opportunity 
Shop at the 
Community Centre 

10.3&m-4.30pm 
(MON-FRI) 

1 tam-Spm (SAT&. SUN) 

A Lions Oub of 
Warrandyte project 

SHORT RUN COLOR 
perfect for - point of sale • Invites 

manuals • newsletters 

From O.sk. ema!I or hanltopy 
MO$t Mac & PC lcrmats suppo,ted 

Ale handling let mav appty 
Pd! prelefred 

1-10 .... .. ....... . S1 .50 

11-20 .................. S1.00 

21-50 ..................... 90c 

51-70 ...... .soc 
71-100 .......... - ··- 70C 

101-200 .... •···--- .. 60c 
...... ..... 50e 

501-1000 ................ 40c 

1000+ . ... ........... P.O.A. 

RESEARCH MOWERS 
&CHAINSAWS 

1532 Main Road, Research 
Phone: 9437 1393 

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS 

a1TffijJ@a11nlU10RM 
I • Odd Jobs & Gutters • Yard Maintenance I 
I • Painting Service available I 
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LOST 
IN WARRANDYTE AREA 

A ladies' (hinged) 
gold bangle 

It Is of great sentimental 
value. A reward is ottered 

for it's return. 

PHONE 

9844 3490 

M~ 
Warrandyte 

Neighbourhood 
House 

Craft and Fitness Ctasse 
Wntmg and Support groups 

Upstairs at the 
Community Centre 

Drop in for a cuppa or 
phone us on 9844 1839 
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In memory of Lee 
In the late 1990s, the committee at the 
Warrandyte Junior Football Club was 
frustrated at our lack of coverage in 
the Diary. Being secretary at the time, 
I wa charged with the task of talking 
to this sports reporter Lee Tindale to 
see what we had to do to lift our pro-
file. 

from which Lee would sub-edit and 
retype. Knowing his workload, I sug-
ges ted that it may be eas ier that I pro-
vide him wi th a floppy disc. To this 
suggestion, I would get the response 
in that beautiful voice mellowed on 
scotch and cigarettes, "I don't know 
Dennis, I am not much into that type 
of stulr. Around the same time I was 
brave enough to start to submit pho-
tographs of our players- In fully de-
veloped and printed fo rmat. 

1,wt,Mil-
bish that I submitted with all' the dou-
ble meanings and doubtful facts and 
slanderous material to the creditable 
reports that Lee produced , there 
would be an uproar. Hopefully, I was 
able to provide some material for 
Smokey Joe! 

he lilted the profile of the junior club 
from a couple of lines to regularly al-
most three quarters of a page--with 
well-written articles , pictures , the 
whole bit. The juniors owe him a large 
debt . 

Beside his support for the junior 
club, I need to say a little about the 
man. In many ways, because he was 
so humble, he was actually hard to get 
to know. I think you had to prove your-
self to Lee that you were doing things 
for the right reasons . Once you got 
over that hurdle, you got to know a 
man whose sense of humour and de-
cency knew no bounds. He had a real 
sense of justice and his principles 1 
think clashed with many things that 
are happening In the community today. 

victim of a road accident - someone 
who had lost a leg- no it was about a 
one-legged seagull he and Jan often 
saw at the Bellarlne Peninsula! 1 really 
hope Stumpy is published and I for one 
will be the first to buy it. I wlll never 
be able to observe a seagull again with-
out thinking of Lee. 

On meeting Lee, I realised a number 
of things: Lee had a real passion fo r 
jun ior football and was frustrated at 
the lack of information from our club; 
he believed in the saying. "God helps 
those who helps themselves"; and he 
was a top bloke. 

ince that early meeting, I am proud 
to say that not only were we able to 
lift our profi le, I was able to develop a 
strong friendship with a truly remark-
able person. 

Every month, Lee and I had spirited 
and good-hearted discussions about 
how much space the Junior Football 
Club deserved. After the paper was 
published we had further spirited dis-
cussions about how much s pace the 
Juniors d idn 't get- lead ing to often 
hila rious interchanges of letters/ 
emails and then absolute silence--un-
til next month. 

Once he got used to that, I suggested 
that I should submit the reports by 
emai ls----only to get the same response 
"I don 't know, Dennis . I am not much 
into that type of stuff •. I was fearful 
then to suggest that I would submit the 
photos in JPEG format . To this sugges-
tion, all I got was silence. 

However, things moved on until in 
rnid-2005, I got a call from Lee asking 
me fo r my report and then to be told , 
"If you have any pictures, can you sul>-
mit them in JPEG format" To this sug-
gestion, all he got was silence. 

In submitting my reports, I quickly 
learnt that Lee was a marvel in his 
trade. I was always amazed how he was 
able to translate my ramblings into 
coherent articles-even though many 
people at the club still wonder at my 
lack of accuracy in the facts . (Lee was 
a marvel but not a miracle worker.) 

Lee was a great supporter of greater 
cooperation between the various 
sporting clubs within the community. 
Certainly, he was very keen on a 
stronger relationship between the Sen-
iors and Juniors . Lee believed this 
community was small enough to have 
a strong football community-from 
cradle to grave--Under-9s to Seniors 
and big enough to be a real force in 
the League. I know he was very disap-
pointed in the Seniors being in the 
fourth division but he believed in the 
future of football within Warrandyte. 

One of the legacies he has left is that 
the relationship between the senior 
football club, the junior football club 
and the cricket club has never been 
stronger. We need to ensure the Under-
l 8s are successful this coming year 
and ensure some part of that team is 
dedicated to our great friend Lee. 

Only through Jan did I find out the 
number of books he had "ghosted" and 
of his relationships with some of Aus-
tralia's leading business people. He 
almost seemed ashamed of his 
achievements, due to his hull)ility and 
discomfort with praise and admira-
tion . The paradox of humility, of 
course, is increased respect and admi-
ration. 

01 course, behind every great man, 
there Is an even better woman. This ls 
certainly the case with Jan his wile. 1 
guess to have put up with Lee during 
their long married Ille; you must have 
had to share the same sense of hu-
mour, adventure and bad habits. I will 
always remember Jan snuggling up to 
Lee while he drank his lite beer at the 
football on those cold windy after-
noons at the Warrandyte Reserve. One 
can only think about the private pain 
that Jan must hav'! felt watching her 
beloved Lee ravished by that mongrel 
disease during 2005 and then ma,vel 
at the strength she has shown since 
his sad passing. 

I have lost a friend but I have the 
memories. I pity those people who 
missed the opportunity of getting to 
know him. More importantly, we have 
lost a pillar of the unique Warrandyte 
society and our challenge is to never 
forget what he did for us . People like 
Lee rarely pass our way. 

During my life as a sports reporter 
at the Diary, I would like to think that I 
played a part in Lee's embracing of 
technology. My (and I am sure the 
same for the other sports reporters) 
fi rs t reports were submitted by lax 

If the good citizens of Warrandyte 
knew the difference between the rul>- During our years of working together, 

While he obviously achieved great 
things, he seemed interested in seem-
ingly insignificant things. One of the 
projects he often spoke to me about 
was a book he was writing about a 
friend of his: "Stumpy". Was this an as-
sociate from the WW2 or Vietnam or a 

Dennis J. Holberg 
President 

Warrandyte Junior Football Club 

Beautiful 
person 
At times like this I wish I could 
write about my feelings the way 
Lee could. 

Our friendship began just al-
ter Lee came to Warrandyte and 
I was associated wi th t he 
cricket club. We really d idn 't 
have that much contact consid-
ering how long ago tha t was, 
but always he was t he same 
caring, beautiful person and I 
will miss him. 

o longer will I be able to 
scribble out notes on fami ly 
happenings a nd see t hem 
turned into beautiful cameos 
for the Smokey Joe column. 
Over the years my scrapbooks 
are do tted with the m. The 
grandchildren love to see their 
names in print. 

Lee isn't with us any more so 
there 'll be no Smo key Joe, 
which is fi tting, but his spirit 
will always be with us at the 
Diary office, especially the seat 
out fron t where he and Rae 
used to sit to smoke. 

Who will keep up the legend 
of Allan Chapman , "arguably 
the best cri cketer Warrandyte 
has seen"? Lee was a wonder-
ful friend and writer; he laughed 
with people, not at them. Unu-
sual in this unkind world. 

Another Warrandyte treasure 
gone. See you later, Lee. 

Jean Chapman 
Taroona Avenue 

History in 
the making 
2006 is the 100th year of the 
Warrandyte Football Club and I 
worked closely with Lee in re-
search and development of a 
boo k to commemorate th is 
milestone. 

Lee and I have been research-
ing this book since 2004. To-
gether we went through old 
newspapers, photos (some that 
date bac k to the very fi r st 
team). match reports, commit-
tee meeting minutes and just 
interviewing the many charac-
ters in our club. 

Lee dedicated hjmself to this 
project as he had a great love 
for community-based foo tball 
and especially the Warrandyte 
football Club. 

He took on the task of bring-
ing together all the newspaper 
reports and notes we had made 
into a coherent presentation 
that is the final publication. He 
committed many long hours to 
the preparation of this book 
and even when he was In im-
meiue pain, he would get up , 
sometimes in the midd le of the 
night , to complete this task. 

There is no doubt that Lee 

had the gift of writing. He also 
had a great sense of a story and 
could bring together general 
information and make it into 
fascinating reading. The book-
to be released in May of this 
year-will be dedicated to him 
and I would urge those people 
who want to remember his 
great passion for writing and 
football to buy a copy. 

I have lost a good friend and I 
will long remember the many 
happy hours we spent putting 
this book together as well as 
just talking about life in general . 

oel Taplin, Past President 
Warrandyte Football Club 

Playing pool 
with Coatsey 
Alan Koetsveld and I will always 
remember, wi th a smi le , t he 
pool games we played at the 
RSL club with the sole intention 
of entertaining Lee. 

We had sometimes al ready 
played our games of eight-ball 
fo r an hour and would be relax-
ing with one or two (?) beers . 
Lee and Jan would walk in, with 
Lee and Coatsey engaging in the 
obligator y race to see who 
could perform the "Coatsey 
wave" firsi., followed by Lee pro-
claiming, "Well , come on you 
two, aren't you goi ng to p lay 
tonight? We are here fo r some 
entertainment!" 

We would then play a game, 
whilst Lee fell about laughing at 
any misfortu ne befa ll ing 
Coatsey, and praised every shot 
I played. It was all done in good 
fun , with Coatsey sometimes 
deliberately (I th ink) playing 
silly shots just to make Lee 
laugh. 

We will miss Lee and feel that 
we are privi leged to have 
known such a beautiful person. 

Jenny Chapman 
Templestowe 

Brilliant 
sub-editor 
News of Lee's death has only 
just reached the ex-Daily News 
ci rcle in Perth and like many of 
my colleagues here, I was very 
saddened to read about the 
passing of a journalistic legend 
and a mate. 

Lee had an enormous influ-
ence on a great many young and 
impressiona ble journal is ts 
passing through the news bu-
reaux in his time at the Herald 
and Weekly Times building. Like 
myself, they will all without 
doubt s till remember his cut-
ting wit, his lively character and 
his brilliant sub-editing skills, 
which to this day are in my ex-
perience without peer. 

Lee's gesture 
to the stooped 
The bus stop opposite the Diary office 
has a broken timetable. The housing has come 
loose and allowed it to slip down the pole. 

After weeks of watching people crouch down 
to read it, Lee Tindale took decisive action. At 
bis own expense, he bought a bolt from 
Warrandyte Hardware and fixed the timetable 
back in its proper place. 

Sadly, the day Lee died, the bolt gave out, 
and once again both the good folk of 
Warrandyte and Lee are swinging low to ride 
the sweet chariot. 

I know the Grandfather's 
Oock has stopped, "never to 
go again", but perhaps we 
should fix it back up as a 
tribute lo Lee's support of 
the local community. 

Jock Macnelsh 
Hawkes Road 

ii they were fortunate enough 
to be close to Lee, as I was dur-
ing those 14 months , then they 
will also remember the Friday 
lunches at the Duckboard RSL 
Club (always the rack of lamb), 
the occasional trip to the Vic-
toria Market to collect the Fri-
day fish (which was often left 
forgotten on a bar during the 
subsequent pub crawl back to 
"Lou 's"), the many beers and 
la ughs a t th e Ph oenix (or 
"Lou's" as it was know then 
while still under Lou Richard's 
ownership), the Sunday shift 
fl agon and Chinese food , or the 
"last drinks" at the Duke of Wel-
lington befo re Lee s taggered 
onto the 7.40pm bus back to the 
The Dyte. 

Lee taught us all s o much 
about life and journalism. He 
helped teach us how to live and 
how to express ourselves , and 
despite his stutter he was one 
of the most expressive people I 
ever met. 

There is a gathering of former 
Daily News joumos meeting at 
"Steve's" pub In Nedlands next 
week to raise a glass or IO in 
honour of "Tinders", as we 
called him. 

Mike Edmonson 
Blbra Lake, WA 

Across the 
foyer 
On behalf of all volunteers at 
Information Warrandyte, I wish 
to extend our most sincere con-
dolences on the death of Lee 
Tlndale. 

Many of our members knew 
Lee and held him in high es-
teem. For those who did not 
know him personally Smokey 
Joe's column has been a source 

of entertaining titbits for a long 
time and will be greatly missed 
by us all. 

Our most sincere sympathy to 
Lee's family and all hi s col-
leagues at the Diary. 

Sue Stevens 
Secretary 

Information Warrandyte 

Portarlington 
memones 
Lee: for more than 30 years our 
families have been friends. To-
gether we went fishing, played 
golf, and had drinks at 5 o'clock, 
both in Portarlington and 
Warrandyte. We valued your 
friendship. As we do these 
things again we wish you were 
still here with us, making us 
laugh and playing your "blues". 

Warm memories of Lee, a spe-
cial friend we will always miss . 

Love to Jan and family. 
Bob, Val, Cassie, Mitchell, 

Cameron Trezise & families. 
Ravenshoe, Qld 

From Madge 
with thanks 
I first met Lee Tindale In 1988 
when I joined Warrandyte Foot-
ball Club as a player. He took 
my photo for the Diary, and im-
mediately I thought he has a 
good bloke. 

Fast forward to April 29, 1989: 
when playing at Upper Fem tree 
Gully I broke my neck, becom-
ing a quadriplegic. Life had 
changed In a second. 

Lee wrote many articles about 
me with glowing accolades and 
assisted greatly in fundraising 
to help me get my life back on 

track again. Later on, whenever 
I needed Lee to help me pro-
mote a lundraising event for 
spinal cord research or raise an 
issue, he was on hand to write 
an article for me, always captur-
ing my emotions at the time 
with the utmost accuracy. 

On the occasion I attended a 
Warrandyte game Lee and Jan 
were always the first people to 
come up and have a chat with 
me. I very much appreciated 
Lee's friendship and support . 
He did a lot to help me over the 
yea rs a nd he will be s adly 
missed. 

Gary (Madge) Allsop 
(byemall) 

Best of 
neighbours 
We were very saddened to learn 
of the passing of Lee-he is a 
big loss to the Warrandyte com-
m unity. 

We have only lived in 
Warrandyte for 27 years , so in 
many ways we are not consid-
ered locals as yet, however 
over that time Lee and Jan have 
been perfect neighbours , al-
ways there, yet always unobtru-
sive. 

We will miss our casual chats 
down in the bush with Lee, dis-
cussing world affairs, the state 
of the Hawthorn Football Club, 
the good old days at the Her-
ald , and the more recent times 
at Truth, and what happened in 
the last episode of the The Bili. 

We have very friendly memo-
ries of him as he was a very 
friendly man with a wonderful 
sense of humour. 

We remember his observa-
tions of the local bird 
populations-the pair of tawny 
lrogmouths that are constantly 
living nearby-he always knew 
where they were, and in more 
recent times he was always 
feeding the local kookaburra 
and magpie populations, and he 
studied their habits and even 
their parenting skills with the 
baby magpies. 

One of his greatest skills was 
to write--his work on the Diary 
will be sadly missed. We almost 
lived in fear that if we did some-
thing silly and Lee learned 
about it, the whole of 
Warrandyte would find out. In 
our 27 years here we think he 
only caught us out once or 
twice! 

We remember clearly when 
the fires came through in Fel>-
ruary 1991. Lee's report In the 
Diary was classical Lee-beau-
tifully written and accurately 
capturing the feel of what we all 
went through-we stlll have a 
copy. We know Lee shadow-
wrote several books and have 
read some of them. 

His work on the Diary has 

been very much appreciated by 
the community-like so much 
of what Lee did it was behind 
the scenes and not for any 
profit, credit or personal gain-
that's Just the way he was. 

Jan and Richard Warwick 
Browns Road 

Passionate 
supporter 

The Warrandyte Football Club 
has lost one of Its longstanding, 
very loyal and passionate sup-
porters-Lee Tindaie. But he 
was so much more than that. He 
was a community volunteer in 
the truest sense of the words. 

In his own unique and unas-
suming way he would report 
our games, attend training to 
keep up to speed with what was 
happening and always wanted 
to know who the new players 
were, and should he get Jan to 
take a photo, so the Diary had 
one on hand if required. 

With Lee, you never had to 
push, coerce of ask twice about 
helping out where appropriate. 
In fact he even rang to apolo-
gise If he couldn 't make a game 
and asked to be informed as to 
the result, who were the best 
players and goal kickers . The 
club is especially grateful for 
the work Lee did , much of it in 
his last painful months , editing 
the WFC centenary history, to 
be launched later this year. 

He stuck with us through our 
highs and lows-a true Blood. 

The club thought so highly of 
Lee and Jan 's efforts that In 
2004 they were awarded one of 
the club's highest accolades, 
the Tracy (Snowy) Prior Best 
Clubperson Award, in recogni-
tion of services rendered to the 
club over many years . 

In addition, and above, he was 
a top bloke and mate who wlll 
be sadly missed. 

Phil Treeby, President 
Warrandyte Football Club 

From a 
Diary editor 
My brother just rang to tell me 
of Lee Tindale's death. The 
community and the Diary, and 
Warrandyte sports clubs In par-
ticular, have lost a fine, gentle 
man. Lee was a wonderful col-
league on the Diary and a lovely 
bloke to share a beer and a yarn 
with. His alter ego (Smokey Joe) 
not only beautifully reflected 
the essence of Warrandyte, it 
reflected Lee and his role In the 
community-as someone once 
said-a certain lightness of be-
ing. 

Mark Davis, Calrm 

• More tributes on Page 18 
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By CLIFF GREEN 

EE TIN DALE died on the morning of 
Saturday, February 4. He was 64. 
The next day someone slipped into 
the Diary office and placed a sprig 
of bottlebrush on Lee's computer 

keyboard. Warrandyte was mourning one of 
its special people. 

Lee joined this paper in 1974, only a few 
years after it was founded. He was editor 
and co-editor at various times, but it is for 
his outstanding contribution as sports edi-
tor that he is best remembered. With the 
help of his team of club correspondents, he 
covered all the sports played in Warrandyte: 
football , cricket, tennis , basketball , netball . 
He took particular pride in covering junior 
sports and women's sports. 

Football was his great love and he revelled 
in his role as football writer. No matter how 
far down the ladder Warrandyte, his be-
loved Bloods fell, there was always hope. 
Lee was the eterna l optimist. When 
Warrandyte became the "cellar dwellers", 
at the end of last season, "condemned to 
thei r first-ever trip to EFL fourth division" , 
the last headline Lee wrote declared they 
were "Just passing through"! 

And how about those bi:illiant headlines? 
Best of all in recent times was "Bloods 
mooroolbathed", after a thrashing at 
Mooroolbark under the muddiest of wet 
conditions. He was a great sports writer, 
bringing a hard-fought match to life with his 
words. 

If everyone in Warrandyte knew Lee for his 
sports writing, few knew he was our beloved 
page 2 columnist. Smokey Joe was born in 
June 1974. His column was an instant suc-
cess, and as he continued to chronicle the 
fun and foibles of this town, his page quickly 
became the paper's most popular feature. 

Who remembers his series of paragraphs 
about people taking off their clothes? Lee 
and a party of other local reprobates left 
early each Sunday morning to play golf at 
Healesville. One morning they spied a young 
woman jogging along Yarra Street-stark 
naked. They saw her again the next Sunday. 
They made sure they saw her each Sunday 
thereafter. As always, Smokey reported the 
bare facts . Then there was a painting group 
that gathered down by the river, also early 
in the morning, complete with a nude 
model: Smokey uncovered that. But the best 
was the time the young woman began tak-
ing off her clothes in Les Gilhome's milk 
bar-because she said the coffee was too 
cold! 

Then there were the characters Smokey 
immortalised. The Page 2 Legends. Living 
locals writ large. Famous among them were 
John (Porky) Smith, Jim Harris, Neil 
Pearson, Laurie Sloan, Alan (Coatsey) 
Koetsveld, Kevin Luttick, Lex McDonald, 
Terry Booth, Kevin Close, Vic Grybas and 
his boats-a host of others-and of course, 
the inevitable and inimitable Neil (Bozo) 
Dusting and the lovely Pauline. 

Lee Robert Tindale was born on June 19, 
1941 at Katannlng In Western Australia. His 
parents were Robert and Mavis Tlndale, 
sheep farmers. When Lee was four years old 
and the family was away in Perth watching 
a cricket match, their farmhouse was de-
stroyed by fire. They returned to find eve-
rything gone; all they had were the clothes 
they were wearing. 

The family shifted to Middleton Beach in 
nearby Albany and Robert Tlndale contin-
ued travelllng out to Katanning to work the 
farm . Lee attended primary school In 
Albany, then went to Albany High School. 

Lee had one older sister, Julie. When Lee 
was 14, his younger sister Karen was born. 
His lifelong love of the bush and the sea be-
gan with his childhood In Katanning, Albany 
and Middleton Beach. 

Lee introduced jive to Albany. He was In 
Perth one day when he heard this great mu-
sic: rock and roll. He traced It to a dance 
studio. He stood and watched the students 
learning to jive. He was fascinated . The In-
structor Invited him In and taught him a few 
moves. So Lee went back to Albany and 

taught sister Julie how to jive. They then went 
to a local dance and taught everyone else. 
Soon all young Albany was jiving. Until the au-
thorities decided the new dance was immoral 
and closed it down. 

Lee began learning piano when a young 
child, and the lessons continued for many 
years. But the only tune he could play was 
"Greensleeves", which he heard emanating 
from the local Mr Whippy van and learned to 
play by ear. But he did teach himself the uke-
lele, which he played quite well, and the 
Warrandyte house often rang with the sound 
of the tink-a-link and Lee's usually well--0iled 
voice. 

He left high school at 16 and secured a job 
as copy boy, leading to a cadetship on the 
Daily News, the Perth evening tabloid. Lee 
said his stutter precluded him from becom-
ing a reporter. The subject of his interview 
would have gone by the time Lee got the first 
question out! 

So sub-editing and "distant" correspondent 
were to become Lee's future in newspapers. 
His first "foreign" posting was Just down the 
Swan River to Fremantle. Later-still during 
his cadetshlp-he became Dally News repre-
sentative In Kalgoorlie. It was there he was 
Involved In a car accident, serious enough to 
convince him that he never wanted to learn 
to drive. He lost a tooth In that blngle. The 
driver was the local dentist. 

Towards the end of his cadetshlp he was 
made assistant to the paper's sports editor. 
For some reason, the sports editor was not 
going to be around for some time and the edi-
tor appointed Lee acting sports editor-the 
youngest on a dally paper In Australia. 

In 1968, Lee became Melbourne representa-
tive of the Perth Daily News, based at the 
Herald office in Flinders Street. So began his 
love affair with Melbourne. He found some-
where to live in Richmond , followed the 
noise to the Hawthorn Oval one Saturday in 
winter and became a Hawthorn fanatic for 
the rest of his life, abandoning his old club 
West Perth. Sister Karen remembered his 
fanaticism even as a kid . 11 West Perth were 
losing, Lee would hide under the house. His 
Warrandyte family remembered that if Haw-
thorn were losing he would disappear into 
the bush. 

Amongst many other fine journalists and 
reprobates-the terms are interchange-
able-Lee befriended at the Herald and-
naturally-at the Phoenix Hotel nearby -
were Bob Milllngton and Peter Lovett-both 
of whom he was to later join as a resident of 
Warrandyte. All three would serve sentences 
as editors of the Warrandyte Diary. 

Lee married Jan Lahey In 1971, the first 
couple to wed at Potters Cottage. Lee also 
"married" son Tom and daughters Sarah and 
Jenny-a readymade package of love. Then 
Lisa was born, and Lee's loving family was 
complete. 

As previously mentioned, Lee never 
learned to drive, so over th~years he would 
have been the most experienced bus travel-
ler In Warrandyte. Hi adventures travelllng 
to work In the city provided many a mokey 
par. Like the time they were pulling out 
of the city and the driver announced he 
didn't know the way to Warrandyte. So the 
busload of passengers navigated , with 
numerous discussions as to which was the 

best route. 
Lee continued as Melbourne rep for the 

Daily News for a number of years until it fol-
lowed the fate of most evening papers and 
closed. Lee rang an old mate--the usual em-
ployment agency In newspapers-and se-
cured work as a sub-editor on Truth. He ult i-
mately became chief sub-editor and at times 
performed well beyond that level. One of h is 
tasks was to compile "Heart Balm" a section 
of the paper printed on the back of the mas-
sage parlour ads. 

He was also one of Truth's racing tipsters. 
I have no idea how successful he was. One 
year he gave me a "sure th ing" for the Mel-
bourne Cup. But that was the year the TAB 's 
computers were down nat ion-wide and they 
couldn ' t accept my bet. And i t won. 

Along with all his other word skills , Lee was 
no mean vers i fi er and his love of poetry de-
veloped at an early age. He was in Grade 3 
when the class was charged with each learn-
ing a poem and reciting it by heart. They 
per formed in alphabetical order- T- was 
near the end . Lee recited "The Man from 
Snowy River", word perfect , right through 
and without a single stutter. This extended 
the period well beyond home time, and Lee 
was not very popular. 

Lee wrote the lyrics for "The Sallow Wat-
tle" , the stage musical created fo r 
War randyte High School. Barry McKimm 
wrote the music and I wrote the play. He also 
wrote a ch ildren's book in verse-- tumpy 
the Seagull-as yet unpublished. His chil-
dren's book about Puffing Billy was very 
popular. Lee wrote verse for all occasions, 
including family letters and official corre-
spondence, not least when something of-
fended him. like when the Eltham ranger was 
hassling the Tindale dog 

Lee hated technology. Who remembers h is 
old upright typewriter; stuffed wi th cigarette 
ash and butts , pins and paper clips and 
crumbs of eraser rubber? Lee never learned 
to touch-type; he was one of the old two-fin-
gered hunt and peck brigade. The Dtary 
bought h im a nice new electric typewriter 
many years ago. He never used it. aid the 
cord was too short. Using an extension cord 
or moving his desk closer to the power point 
were not opt ions he con idered 

He was dragged kicking and screaming into 
the computer age. At least once a month ln 
the Diary office the cry would go up· "The b-
b-b-bastard's crashed on me! The b-b-b-
bloody screen 's b lank! I've lost the b-b-b-
bloody lot!" The computer in the Diary of-
fice talk back. " lt-is-not-my-faultr is their f -
vouri t e expression. "N-n-n-not by b-b-b-
bloody fault either.· Lee would mumble back. 

Lee firs t became ill in March last year. He 
was diagno ed with prostate cancer and 
underwent treatment . Months later he was 
well into the deep, agonising stage of his ill-
ness but was sti ll producing his brilliant 
sports pages. A tumour had reached his 
spine and was pressing on the sciatic nerve. 
resulting in e.xcruciating pain He was suffer-
ing nausea through medication and repeated 
doses of radiotherapy. And still he slogged 
on, pecking away at the keyboard. We both 
agreed that one issue last year-the issue 
before he had to give up-was one of the best 
we"d done; most especially the sport pages. 
Robert was the White knight who rode to our 
rescue for the October issue and beyond. 
Smokey Joe stayed at hi post until the last 
word of his last column was thumped in for 
the December issue. 

Lee loved fishing and the sea. He loved the 
bush and the wild things that Lived in the 
bu h. He loved Warrandyte. Portarlington 
and Marlo. He loved this little newspaper. He 
loved footy and golf and he loved the house 
and garden near the river that he shared with 
Jan. 

Warrandyte will miss Lee Tlndale and his 
alter ego Smokey Joe. His family will mis 
him dreadfully: Jan, LI a, Jenny, rah and 
Tom; their partners, Mick, Lincoln. John and 
Padma. His grandchildren-Courtney, 
Jarrad, Darcy, Jordan. Lucinda, Harnish. Hem, 
Ari and hri-will miss their beloved 
Pompey. He loved them all. 
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Wielding the typeguage: Lee prepares another sports page. (Picture by Jan Tindale) 

Taught me 
apostrophes 
Although I got to know Lee at 
the Truth, I first met him when 
I was I 7 and had just moved to 
Melbourne to work as a copy 
boy at the Herald. He was in the 
West Australian Fl inders Street 
bureau at the time, and even 
then stood out as a good-hu-
moured type , co mpare d to 
some of the self-important old 
duffers who in habit e d the 
place. 

So it was with some relief that 
there was a familiar and friendly 
face when I started at Truth in 
1990. He was a great fellow to 
work with and socialise with , 
and was one of the reasons why 

Truth was such a good place to 
work. 

He was d ismayed at how 
grammatically inept I was , but 
happy to try to teach me some 
o f the basics. He taugh t me 
apostrophes , which is a good 
skill to have. He told me once 
not to use so many cliches, to 
which I responded that I didn 't 
use cliches willy-nilly. He par-
ticularly liked that one. 

On another occasion Anthony 
Milton and I put a rubber snake 
in his top drawer, then asked if 
we could borrow a ruler. After 
he 'd picked himself up otf the 
floor, he said , "Milto the moron 
and Camden the cretin," which 
about summed it up. 

He used words that are gradu-
a lly being s queezed o ut of 

vogue, such "dolt", "clod" and 
"imbecile". And he used them 
with feeling. 

I wish I'd seen a bit more of 
the old fellow in recent years , 
but will always regard the time 
we s pent together as high qual-
ity. 

Camden Smith, Darwin 

Just boys 
together 
I have regarded Lee as a friend 
since we were children together 
at Albany Primary School, and 
the reaft e r wh e n we shared 
classrooms fo r every year of 
our primar y a nd seco nda r y 
education. 

Albany in those post-WW2 

Lee Tindale's wonderful talent as a comic versifier was appreciated by all 
who knew him. The Diary published the following in September 1988. 

The Lone Ranger 
The dog sat on the tuckerbox outside of Gundagai; 
An Eltham ranger passed that way, the ranger wondered why 
The dog was unattended (though he seemed to be asleep); 
"I' ll bet at night," the ranger said, "you go out killing sheep 
"And melting roadside edges with your streams of K9P, 
"And even barking sometimes. I arrest you! Come with me!" 
"And what it is this? UNREGISTERED!! I warn you; try to bite, 
" I' ll draw this bloody magnum and I'll blow you out of sight!" 

The dog sat on the tuckerbox unmoved by pounds of lead; 
A salvo missed his tail by lots; a volley missed his head. 
"Give in?" the ranger challenged. "Ah, I see you have no fight; 
"Hands up, you curl You'll neither kill nor bark nor pee this night! 
"I' ll take you back to Eltham Shire and fine your owners heaps 
("The ultimate deterrent for the killing of the sheeps), 
"And make 'em put up fences where the trees have always been; 
"I'll show 'em that the Eltham Shire is raw as it is green." 

The dog sat on the tuckerbox and didn't turn a hair; 
"Oh well ," the ranger told him, "then I'll leave you sitting there; 
"But let this be a lesson: Just be warned this gun's for hire 
"To canine-hating good folk of the tree-green Eltham Shire!" 
The dog sat on the tuckerbox, his patience well-nigh spent 
And spoke up to the ranger just before the ranger went; 
"I say," he said, "a moment of your precious time I beg!" 
The dog got off the tuckerbox and piddled down his leg. 

"TONTO" 
North Warrandyte 

days was a s mall town in every 
res pect of the word , but be-
cause our families lived close 
together near Middleton Beach 
we also shared an after-school 
social life; some of it bordering 
o n "boyhood nau ghtiness " 
which occasionally caused our 
mothers to wring their hands in 
despair, questioning whether 
we would "ever grow up". 

As was the custom for most 
families in those pre-TV days , a 
considerable amount of inter-
family entertainment was en-
joyed by way of the good old 
"sing-along" around the piano, 
and here Lee excelled. My rec-
ollection is that Lee had a won-
derful , develo ping vo ice that 
would have gained him a guern-
sey in the Sist ine Chapel choir 

any day, and while school con-
cert displays of this talent prob-
ably didn't go down too well 
with some of the "lads", I am 
sure many privately admired 
Lee for having both the talent 
and the guts to undertake these 
public performances. 

In young adult life I recall 
watching out for Lee's journal- . 
istic talent at every opportu-
nity, and then he was "gone to 
Melbourne". 

Recently (2003), some of the 
more organised ladies who 
were at high school with us , 
staged a 50th year anniversary 
of our having commenced at 
Albany Senior High School. It 
was rumoured that Lee would 
be attending, to which I and 
others looked forward; an op-

portunity to renew our ac-
quaintance, and re-live child-
hood adventures and misfor-
tunes-but sadly this reunion 
between us did not eventuate. 

I have spoken with many of 
our old school/ childhood 
friends since learning of Lee's 
passing, and every one recal ls 
personal reminiscences of Lee 
with true affection, fondness 
and admiration. Lee will be re-
membered always by all of his 
childhood school friends . 

David Hutchinson 
Helena Valley, WA 

JAN TINDALE has asked 
the Diary to thank everyone 
for their kind messages of 
sympathy and support. 

Everyone in Warrandyte 
reads the Diary 
For more than 30 years the Diary has 
been the true voice of Warrandyte. 

We have reported the news, celebrated the 
sport, publicised the events and championed 
the causes of this special place. 

Your advertising is in good company 
in the Warrandyte Diary. 

The Diary reaches the customers 
you need at a price you want to pay. 

Call Rae and discuss how the Diary 
can help your business grow. 
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Don't count - just dance! 
YVONNE LINTON 
REID remembers the 
days of the WM 
Theatrekids program ... 

-~: 
FIRST PERSON 'lrti 

'.l Il T was lovely to open the Novem-
ber Diary and see as part of the 
50th anniversary of WAA a picture 
of an item from one of our early 
"Children Love to Dance" recitals 

in the late 1950s. 
But, tut tut!-your caption writer's 

"one, two, three ... " was far from the 
reality of our creative dance endeav-
ours of the time (tiny tutu on little fairy 
Judith Moss notwithstanding!) You 
would not know, of course, that these 
days the epithet is used, with the faint-
est touch of superiority of course, to 
differentiate classically-based, exter-
nally imposed movement sequences 
from the interpretative and feeling-
based expression of embodied musi-
cality that is at the heart of creative 
dance! 

Having set you straight on that, dear 
Diary, may I also ask your readers to 
Imagine what it was like in those early 
days ... no telly, little or no sport for 
girls and if I remember correctly, just 
one music teacher in the whole 
Warrandyte district. To learn either 
classical or creative dance, just as we 
had in the preceding decade, one trav-
elled to the city by bus. 

On the first Saturday morning of our 
WAA children's creative dance classes 
In 1957, no less than 60 little girls 
turned up! But no boys, of course. 
Dance for the lads was just too sissy. 
Some years later we introduced drama 
and changed the name to Warrandyte 
Theatrekids and the boys came in 
droves! They did the same kind of 
dance that the girls had always done 
and of course loved every minute of 
It. We did two full-scale productions 
of "The Wizard of Warrandyte", a play 
which I wrote together with the kids, 
a few years apart during the 1970s. 

In 1976 Theatrekids temporarily 
adopted the persona of the drama 
group of Warrandyte Primary School 
to enter a state-wide play competition 
run by the short-lived and lively 
Newsday city daily. They won with 
"Gilders and Spirits", a one-act play 
about a group of kids on a school ex-

cursion near Pound Bend who throw 
a gilder into the bush and find them-
selves in another time, dancing a chil-
dren 's version of corroboree with 
young Wurundjeri people. For the fi-
nal presentation Theatreklds per-
formed with three other schools at the 
Comedy Theatre, with full professional 
lighting and sound and the backstage 
staff to operate it. The magical effects 
of bushland and time travel were not 
only a great thrill for the children, but 
were breathtaking from the audito-
rium. 

My very first helper at the dance 
classes was childhood friend Sonja 
Stewart, who was doing teacher train-
ing. We both appeared in the very first 
WAA play, "The Happiest Days of Your 
Life", Sonja, with young bosom flat-
tened under a public school blazer, as 
Hopcroft Minor, and me as the fright-
fully earnest Barbara Calhoun of the 
Lower Fourth. Later, as Sonja Wolf, she 
went on to be a regional inspector of 
pre-schools and kindergartens across 
northern Victoria. 

Then another childhood friend , the 
beautiful Jo Garratt, joined me in run-
ning the classes. In the early days we 
had LPs to provide music, played on a 
little 1950s cream and maroon record 
player, which each Saturday, together 
with all the other paraphernalia of 
records, enrolment books and props 

And the sky 
is so blue 

needed for classes and rehearsals, we 
carried the mile and a half from home 
in North Warrandyte to the Hall. On 
foot . 

Later, we had a big reel-to-reel tape 
recorder and if we were lucky talked 
my Dad into driving us down, or we 
balanced it on the back of her motor 
scooter. The technology was rather 
more cumbersome than today and it 
was Jo's job to find the tracks or the 
exact spots on the tape. She later mar-
ried sound engineer Brian Laurence! 

In addition to playing a vital role in 
the Warrandyte Historical Society 
since its early days, Jo managed the 
gallery at Potters Cottage. She organ-
ised and curated many wonderful ex-
hibitions over the years, from 1988 
until the gallery closed. 

The classes were also blessed for 
several years by the talents and spon-
taneity of pianist Nanette Dooley. She 
not only improvised lovely Romantic 
and expressive music fo r the exercise 
part of the class, but as the children 
and I created stories for our dance-dra-
mas , musical thunder and lighting, 
witches and dragons, serene waters or 
simply music for free dance poured 
forth with great liveliness from the old 
Hall piano. 

All of these women gave their time 
and talent for the sheer love of kids , 
music and dance. Others made cos-

"Just calling from Naxos, 
the sky is so blue, 

But you'll hang up and worry-
the mother's lament, 

the sea is so turquoise 
And there's gum trees here too." 

So we know it's OK 
that she's happy and well 
but the lament of all mothers-
how can we tell? 

You love their adventures 
despite all the strife 
for you remember your days 
of that wild gypsy life. 

It's lovely to hear her 
on that strange crackling line. 
You chirplly answer 
"Yes, we're all doing fine." 

with wild gypsy daughters 
whose money's all spent. 

The sad gypsy mother 
now hearthside 
spins spider threads 
that span the sea 
and wills 
that the siren song 
of home 
slips into her wanderer's dreams. 

KARaN THROSALL 

(Picture courtesy Warrandyte Historical Society) 
tumes and sets over the years. 1 re-
member particularly my mother Hilda 
Mitchell designing and sewing count-
less beautiful garments, and being 
helped by Olive Adams and some of 
the other mothers . What generous 
spirits! 

In the later years of the dance group, 
by this time working with adolescents 
and young adults and after I had been 
overseas, we attained a degree of so-
phistication which led to the produc-
tion of our own interpretation of Peter 
Sculthorpe's "Sun Music I", preceding 
Robert Helpmann's version by about 
a year. In an experimental blending of 
creative modern and classical genres 
we joined forces with Bruce and Bernie 
Morrow's ballet school from Croydon 
for one production. 

Peter Sculthorpe was greatly inter-
ested in what we were doing and gen-
erously provided a lovely unpublished 
viola sonata for one of the items in that 
show. It was a variation of the Romeo 
and Juliet story, with the universal 
conflict between allegiances of the 
young lovers being represented in this 
case by the two kinds of dance. 

Warrandyte's Jill Young, who danced 
the girl , later joined a Ukrainian dance 
company, and the Morrows' son Paul 
later danced with the Kirov company 
at the Maryinsky Theatre in Leningrad, 
(now again St Petersburg), so I guess 

the classical direction won out that 
time! 

in the early 1980s, towards the end 
of my years as choreographer and 
teacher, we began the after-school 
music and dance program at the Pri-
mary School and I invited local music 
teacher and friend Ann Arnold to con-
sider teaching piano there. I knew she 
didn 't really need the extra pupils. but 
it seemed to me the kids needed Ann's 
wonderful gifts . Nearly 25 years later 
Ann, now 77, still inspires Warrandyte 
Primary children with her unchanged 
and unique way of teaching, linking the 
long history of children's music and 
dance-making in our town. 

One of the areas of great interest to 
me in 25 years as a psychologist has 
been the study of the role of musical-
ity and rhythmicity in infancy and 
early childhood, and it is the research 
in this area, my clinical experience and 
those wonderful years of dance and 
drama with Warrandyte young people 
which convinces me that not only 
music but dance should be integral to 
our education from the very earliest 
years. 

Don't count-just dance! 

Write your personal story in 
about 1000 words and send it to: 
thediary@vicnelnet.au 
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A woman 
who never 
looks back 

t? t?UMUST confess that I felt less UU regret than I could have be-
lieved possible, at leaving 
a country which had been 
my home for above a year; 

and if a WlStful thought did stray back 
to the bright and beautiful gardens, the 
lovely wild flowers, the delicious fruits, 
and the deep blue sky of the ever-brown 
land, such a thick hot cloud of dust, flies, 
mosquitoes, and other detestabilities, 
rose in imagination before me, as threw 
a veil over all such charms; and I parted 
from them with a stout heart, full of 
hopefulness for the future, and rejo ic-
ing ...• 

.. <rnU•, re<•m;,g <o Melbo•m• aod 
Ruy ton, living with her parents and +iii.iiil'iif o lde< bm<he, '" No,<h •• wy, .,rn · she marned and moved to Doncas ter. 

"With three children, I was very in-
By PRUDENCE TRUBY KING , volved with the local primary school , 

These words are by the artist and 
writer Louisa Anne Meredith, compar-
ing life in Sydney in 1852 with that of 
her new home in Port Sorrell, " My 
home in Tasmania, during a res idence 
of nine years". 

Meredith is the great grandmother of 
Patricia Young, Warrandyte resident , 
Mullum Mullum ward representative 
and current mayor of Manningham, 
who is herself looking forward to life 
after her term as a city councillor ends 
in 2008. •1 look forwards all the time, 
to the next 20 years ' life-I hope I sur-
vive," Pat said. "I'm proud of my ca-
reer. what I've done on council and as 
mayor. I like to make a difference, mak-
ing things happen. I think: never give 
up. always look forward and be thank-
ful for whatever you've got." 

Replacing the original commission-
ers from Doncaster and Templestowe 
council, Pat was voted into the ward 
with Lionel Allemand in 1997. "I was 
approached by the returning o[ticer of 
the Victorian Electoral Commission in 
1997 to see if I'd stand for council," Pat 
said. "'Don't be silly', I told him, but 
be said they needed more women." 

She was mayor of Manningham for 
eight monthcS in 2004 and voted in 
again last November. "We have five 
new councillors , they're really good, 
they've got a lot to learn but they' re 
clever in their own rights . None has 
been in local government before.· 

Pat used to work fulltime as devel-
opment manager in public relations 
and fundraicSing for Paraquad Victoria, 
which provides community-based 
services to improve the quality of life 
for people with a disability, but now 
it's 30 hours there and 20 to 30 hours 
a week for council. "My day starts at 
7am with a council meeting or paper-

School's 
classic 
drama 

wor k and at 9am I go t o w ork at 
Paraquad in Collingwood. If there's a 
lunch I go to council , then back t o 
Paraquad and at 4.30pm I'm back at 
council plus I have nine or 10 night 
meetings per month. At w eekends 
there are a lot of council functions and 
I tit them in between seeing residents.• 
She said she finds it hard on council 
not being able to do everything that 
people want. "That worries me. If I can 
explain why I can' t do something it 
makes i t much easier. I like to be with 
people and I enjoy them, listening and 
understanding. I enjoy challenges, win-
ning and I'm not moody-I'm a fairly 
contro lled character. I 'm a person 
who's always optimistic, I look for the 
best in everything." She was appointed 
a Justice of the Peace in December. 

Pat said her great grandmother ar-
rived in Sydney in 1839, after leasing a 
boat with neighbour s and sailing from 
the south of England. "I've got a his-
tory of her boat tr ips and a print from 
one of her poetry books was left to me 
and I've a few other things," she said. 
An honorary member o f the Tasma-
nian Royal Societ y, Mered i th was a 
keen naturalist who studied the plants, 
insects and fish of the i sland 's east 
coast. She was also a talented illustra-
tor, winning numerous national and in-
ternational awards for her wildflower 
drawings but she is best known for 
being a prolific wri ter o f poetry, jour-
nals and fiction. 

Pat's mother was born in Tasmania 
and Pat herself w as born in Ballarat 
during the war years. 

"My father was in the army. He used 
to wo r k in t h e sho p fo r Hubert 
Opperman, the bike rider, and he was 
waiting at the bus stop one day when 
he was hit on the head by a sandbag 
falling from a t ruck. He was robbed of 
his pay and left on the sidewalk. He 
was deaf in one ear after that and had 
flat feet so he didn' t go to war." Her 
father later became general manager 
of the Scottish Insurance Company 
and the fami l y fo ll o w ed him to 
postings around Australia. Pat went to 
colleges in Tasmania and West Aus-

VCE Year 12 drama students at Warrandyte High 
School are presenting Brecht's "The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle" in the school's theatre in Alexander 
Road, from Wednesday, April 19 until Saturday, 
April 22. 

"Brecht's epic tale is set in the Caucasus Moun-
tains, where Asia, Europe and the Middle East 
meet." a school spokesperson told the Diary. 

Birralee. I was on the committee to 
raise money for the school-parents 
gave bonds which they could get back 
when their children left. It was rather 
hysterical because we raised money 
for a new canteen but when it was built 
no one could see over the counter. 
They had to build up a concrete step 
on both sides so we could see over the 
top." During the 1960s she formed the 
Karingal auxiliary for the Royal Wom-
en's Hospital, becoming a life governor, 
and she was awarded the title of Mrs 
Victoria for her voluntary work for the 
Yooralla Society. 

Living in Greythorn later, Pat was 
"sick of the suburbs encroaching on 
me". She wanted more land, open 
spaces and fresh air, plus she was se-
verely asthmatic, and she moved to 
Warrandyte. After her husband left her, 
Pat said she had to get a job and with 
a diploma in marketing and sales , she 
joined Guide Dogs Victoria and then 
Yooralla. 

In 1984 Pat remarried but the mar-
r iage didn' t last . "Men don't like me. 
They don't like being challenged,• she 
said. The family moved, this time only 
furth er down the same road in 
Warrandyte. Pat was at Yooralla for 15 
years "before retiring to play ladies but 
this didn't happen as my second hus-
band left and I had to get a job again," 
and she started working for Paraquad. 

"Paraquad builds or buys community 
houses and puts four or five people 
into them as proper homes. Instead of 
living in hospitals all their lives they'll 
be in their home until they die. And 
Paraquad 's just bought a house in 
Williamstown to take people when 
their home carer needs a break." 

A former pennant squash player and 
golfer, Pat sang with bands as a young 
woman. "I love music and used to prac-
tise wi th The Seekers before Judith 
Durham joined them. I also sang be-
hind Ernie Sigley, filling in between his 
brackets at church halls. I had a sing-
in g coac h but I ruined my vocal 
chords- singing pop music just de-
stroyed me, beefing it out with the 
band. 

"Dad would sit out the front until I 

Admission is $15 and $10 concession and seats 
can be booked at the school offi ce, phone 9844 
2749. 

"The Caucasian Chalk Circle " in rehearsal. 
(Pictures by Stephen Reynolds) 

was 18 to take me home again-he was 
so protective. Things have changed, 
haven't they. 

"In my day, women were not sup-
posed to do anything much-cook, 
clean and do as their husbands asked. 
Today women have choices, the hus-
bands help, but we became a nurse, a 
secretary or a teacher. Girls now have 
a spread of things they can do. All 
women could do in my day was be-
come a bookkeeper or a secretary. 
Then, we were in trouble if our hus-
bands disappeared-I'm proud of what 
I've done." 

Pat described her family as one of 
her greatest achievements. "They've 
all got jobs, they're all qualified and 
I've got five wonderful grandchil-
dren-but it's nice to send them home. 
I worked for the chief executive of ICI 
but after that I stayed at home with my 
babies. Money was always tight, my 
mother died when I was 30 and Dad 
moved to Queensland, but my family 
never missed anything and they al-
ways had the best of whatever I could 
supply." 

Pat has always enjoyed sports cars 
and owns a white 1962 Austin Healey 
Sprite, which she said nearly boiled 
while inching down Yarra Street in the 
Warrandyte Festival parade several 
years ago. "I did car racing in my 20s, 
hot rods, but that went with kids and 
costs. Then four years ago I thought 
"why wait for a fellow or husband , to 
have a sports car?" This one had come 
from England; I loved it, negotiated, 
bought it and took it to a specialist and 
five thousand dollars later I got it back. 
It's a classic car now, not quite vintage, 
it's a darling. 

"The seat is so far forward to reach 
the pedals that I can 't get In and it's 
got no heater or cooler-just the clas-
sic basics. It has a llttle gearbox with 
three gears and it gets quite hot. I like 

to keep it original. It's got window 
squirters, original tiny ones and no 
door handles either-just a string in-
side the door itself." 

Many of Pat's possessions were sto-
len from Warrandyte 10 years ago, her 
house stripped by a cleaning lady who 
did a lot of work in the local area. A 
$30,000 self-portrait of her great grand-
mother went too. "My husband found 
the parchment burnt in their rubbish 
bin, the frame sitting by the bin. I've 
got a print of it from a book but it's 
not the same. 

"I got some things back six months 
later. They found my teapot buried in 
the back garden, a diamond ring. She 
was wearing my nightie and ring when 
I got it back. They were druggies of 
course. There was a Gatling gun in a 
pipe buried with my stuff and the po-
lice were really frightened it would be 
used in a robbery. I suppose it was sold 
for a fix or whatever," she said. 

"I hate stupidity, stupid people. Left 
to look after my children who were I 0, 
eight and four, to find a job and be the 
breadwinner, I've done it all myself. I 
have loyal friends, I'm a leader in eve-
rything I do, I'm a Virgo. 

"I like looking out the windows at the 
trees, peace and tranquillity, relaxing 
in the bush, family, my girlfriends and 
my two dogs. But getting older and not 
being able to play squash and tennis 
frustrates me. 

"When I see the houses we build with 
Paraquad so people can move out of 
nursing homes and I see the difference 
it makes , it's better than a big pay 
packet. I'm not worried by what I get 
as long as I make a difference." 

(Transplanted to Tasmania: Botanical 
Art and Allitude. An exhibition of rare 
prints and drawings including those of 
Louisa Anne Meredith runs until April 
21 at the State Library of Tasmania, 
Hobart.) 



Sponsorships offered 
The Warrandyte Community 
Bank branch of the Bendigo 
Bank Is currently planning their 
sponsorship program for 2006. 
Community groups who bank 
with Bendigo are Invited to sub-
mit applications for sponsor-
ship. Forms will be available 
this month and will need to be 
submitted by Monday, May!. 
Please contact manager Mark 
Challen on 9844 2233 for a spon-
sorship application form and a 
copy of the sponsorship policy. 

Conducted by JUDY GREEN 
Drop your news In the letterbox in 
the front door of our office at the 
Community Centre, fax It to 9844 
4168, or post it to PO Box 209, 
Warrandyte, 3113, by the last Friday 
in the month. 

Jumping 
The launch of the new Jumping 
Creek Catchment Landcare 
group will be held on Sunday, 
March 26, between 11am and 
2pm (Melways 24 Al I) at Jump-
ing Creek Reserve in the 
Warrandyte State Park. All inter-
ested landholders are invited, 
regardless of the size of their 
property. Refreshments will be 
available. Please ring Karen on 
9876 1230. 

Interchurch 
The combined churches of 
Warrandyte and Park Orchards 
have announced that Stations 
of the Cross will be held at 
Stiggants Reserve on Good Fri-
day, April 14 at 10am; the Week 
of Prayer service will be at the 
Anglican Church on Sunday, 
June 4 at 7pm and the annual 
carols service will be at 
Stiggants Reserve on Saturday, 
December 16, commencing at 
8pm. lnterchurch office-bearers 
this year are Ros McDonald, 
president; Peter Keep, vice-
president; John Hanson, secre-
tary and Heather Ingram, treas-
urer. 

Landcare 
The Osborne Peninsula 
Landcare group is holding train-
ing days at the nursery in 
Osborne Road, North 
Warrandyte on Sundays March 
19 and April 23 at 2pm. These 
will give newcomers to the 
group an opportunity to learn 
how the nursery works and 
how they grow Indigenous 
plants to relocate in bushland 
and home gardens. A working 
bee will be held on Sunday, 
March 5, also commencing at 
2pm. Call Margaret Burke on 
9844 1060 for further informa-
tion. 

Where are they now? Ex-Drama Group members are invited to the WM reunion. 
(Picture courtesy Warrandyte Historical Society) 

Welcome back, arts lovers 
The Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and Arts Association is turning 50 this year. 
They will be holding a great grand birthday celebration and reunion on Satur-
day, May 27. The various groups are planning special events for this occasion. 
The painting group is hoping to hold an exhibition and the theatre company is 
suggesting as many cast members and others from past productions make this a 
nostalgic day out. Watch for further information. 

Railway 
There will be a special commu-
nity day on Sunday, March 12 
at the Diamond Valley Railway, 
Eltham Lower Park, 570 Main 
Road , Eltham. Trains will run 
from I lam to 11pm. It is the 
only time in the year that the 
trains run at night. Bring your 
kids and let them enjoy the rail-
way all lit up. 

Environment 
The next Manningham council 
environment seminar will be 
held at the South Warrandyte 
Hall , 66-68 Hall Road , South 
Warrandyte on Wednesday, 
April 5. Bill Pemberton will dis-
cuss "Saving energy around the 
house". These seminars are free 
and commence at 7 .30pm. Note 
the new venue! 

Youth 
Local churches provide a 
number of activities for the youth 
of the area. The Catholic Church 
(9876 1509) has children's liturgy 
on Sundays at 10am at Park Or-
chards and religious eduction on 
Mondays at 4pm at Warrandyte. 
The Uniting Church (9844 2874) 
has Sunday School at 10.15am. 
The Community Church (9844 
4148) has Sunday School at 9am 

and I lam, Year 6-9 Club meets on 
Fridays at 7.30pm; the Year 10 
Club meets monthly. Bible study 
is held on Wednesdays at 7.30pm 
and Cafe church is on the first 
and third Sundays at 7pm. 

H+iii. 
Dragonflies 
"Thou Art Mum", is a group of 
over 20 artists who are hold-
ing an exhibition at the 
Stonehouse Gallery during 
March. Each piece of work In-
corporates a dragonfly. Works 
include photography, pastels, 
watercolours, mixed medium, 
pottery, silver-smithing, 
linocuts , ceramics and cake 
decoration. The gallery (now 
in the old Gospel Chapel) Is 
at 103 Yarra Street, 
Warrandyte. It is open from 
1 0am to 5pm daily. 

Diversity 
In celebration of Cultural Di-
versl ty Week, Manningham 
council is presenting "Her 
Light in Native Colours, Her 

Smoking 
A horse called Our Smoking Joe 
won at Caulfield on Saturday, 
February 25. Trained by Lee 
Freedman. 

Presence in Colour VU", an ex-
hibition showcasing contem-
porary art by 68 women from 
diverse social and cultural 
backgrounds. A dazzling array 
of imaginative paintings , 
drawings , prints, ceramics, 
sculptures and textiles ex-
plores this theme from March 
16 to April 8 at the 
Manningham Gallery, 699 
Doncaster Road, Doncaster. 

Bundanon 
Warrandyte artist Den ise 
Keele-Bedford was artist-in-
residence at Arthur Boyd 's 
Bundanon on the Shoalhaven 
River ln NSW during 2004. She 
will be talking at the 
Manningham Gallery, reflect-
ing on her experiences, pro-
ductivi ty and influences 
emerging from this experi-
ence, on Saturday, April 1 from 
2.30pm to 4pm. This is part 
of the gallery's Cultural Diver-
sity program. 

Warrandyte Community Centre 

has facilities for 
• Receptions • Meetings • Social Gatherings • Community Functions 

RATFS AVAILABLE ON APPLICATION - ENQUIRIES: 9844 4503 

Marcus 
Clifton 
04ll 139 420 
Fax: 9844 3706 
20 years experience 
in the area 

Painter <!f 
Decorator 

Kodak 

DIGITAL 
PRINTS 

from 33¢ 
per print* 

(on real photo paper) 

• when you order 
100+ prints 

First 5 prints 
FREE 

with any order over 20 prints 
VALID UNTIL 15/3/06 

ph'armcfcy 

Injured 
wildlife? 
CALL: 
Wildlife Victoria 
0500540000 
Help for Wildlife 
0417 380687 

Care about your 
environment? 

~I 
Why not think about 

joining your local 
environment group? 

FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE 
STATE PARK 

Joan MacMahon 9844 3213 
or Mike Coupar 9903 9567 

Warrandyte 
Communi!l: 
Market :, 

Under the gum trees, 
beside the Yarra on 
tiggants Reserve, 

Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
First aturday of each 
month - except January. 
9am-lpm. 
Come and join in! 
Hand<rafted gifts of au kinds, toys, art works , 
pottery, plants, clothing, 
gilt cards, leatherwork, 
cakes, jams, honey, fruit, produce. 
Ample parking. 
Light refreshments available. 
Bring along your family 
and friends . 
Enquiries: 9844 4495 



Football coach 
outlines his hopes 
for new season 
The Warrandyte football commu-
nity is changing in 2006 symbol-
ised b the greater c0-0peration 
between the senior and junior 

football clubs as well as the re-
establishment of the Under 18s. 
The man behind many of these 

initiati es is Peter Green, coach of 
the Warrandyte Seniors. 

So who Is Peter and what are 
hopes for football in 2006 and 

beyond. 
DENNIS HOIBERG asked the 

questions. 

Can you p rouide us a brief outline of 
your own football experience? 

Ibegan playing senior football as a 
IS-year-0ld in country SW for a 

club called Barellan where the foot-
ball club is a big part of the com-
munity. This has enabled me to 
understand the involvement 
required at a local club level and 
the rewards and benefits that can 
be attributed to the community. 

From there I was drafted to the 
ydney wans as a l 7-year-0ld 

where an AFL career beckoned me 
until I received a serious knee 
injury at training at the beginning 
of the 2003 season. This put me out 
of the sport for 12 months. 

ln 1994, I entered the pre -season 
draft where I was picked up by 
Carlton where I played a senior 
game against Footscray. 

After being delisted by Carlton at 
the end of the season I went to 
South Australia to play for Central 
Districts in the SANFL. playing in 
three finals series two grand finals 
(the fi rst in the club's history) and 
50 senior games overall. 

I returned to Melbourne and 
began playing for orthcote Park in 
the Diamond Valley and I played in 
a premiership and then moved to 
the EFL, playing with East Burwood 
for two seasons both resulting in 
premierships before taking up a 
role as assistant coach at Montrose. 

What coaches have you played 
under and what influence have they 
had? 

Ihave played under and have been 
greatly influenced by the likes of 

Gary Buckenara, Ron Barassi , Denis 
CarroU, Michael Byrne, David 
Parkin, Rod Ashman, Alan Stewart, 
Stevie Wright, Alan Richardson and 
Doug Barwick. 

Whal is your role and your impres-
sions of the Warrandyte Football 
Qub? 

My role is to make the club com-
petitive and be in a sustainable 

position. 
My view is that over the last 3-4 

years, the club has been in survival 
mode with a s hort term vision to 
achieve a short term s uccess. We 
have been paying too much for 
recruits who don't have the clubs 
long term interests at heart - only 
thei r own. 

My view from the very beginning 
is that it would require a 3-4 year 
plan to achieve the potential within 
the club. 

This plan would be about devel-
oping our current s enior players as 
weU as bringing on juniors. We 
need to ensure that local players 
want to be part of a s uccessful , 
strong community centered club. 

To achieve th is, the club must 
develop an environment that has a 
strong mentoring aspect from 
seniors to juniors as well as a 
strong community involvement of 
which the area can be proud to be 
associated with. 

My impression of Warrandyte is 
that the club has been happy to 
remain a Division 3 club, winning 
the flag once in a while, being pro-
moted up to Division 2 for a year or 
two then coming back to where the 
club feels comfortable. 

There has not been a projected 
plan to say that in five years we are 
going to be a top lour club in 
Division 2 and outllning how we are 
going to get there both on the field 
and off and how we as a club are 
going to stay there. 

This transition strategy Is also 
important to show the junior play-
ers there is football life after junior 

Warrandyte Football Club 
coach, Peter Green. 

football while instilling confidence 
and self esteem. The step is quite 
reachable and is , for the most part, 
not a big leap. 

As far as development for a jun-
ior player the focus should be on 
playing senior football as soon as 
they are physically and mentally 
able to. This will accelerate their 
overall development as well as 
increasing their opportunities of 
reaching an Eastern Ranges' or 
Oakleigh Chargers' playing list. 

This is why I am very apprecia-
tive and supportive of the senior 
and junior committees working 
together and the junior committee 
in particular putting In place a co-
ord inated skills development 
strategy. 

Your uiews/ reactions about being in 
Division 4 ? 

!believe that due to the inexperi-
ence and youth development of 

the current playing group, playing 
in Division 4 is a real positive. 

This will give us an opportunity 
to build a winning culture into the 
club, which will add to our future 
sustainability. l really see it as one 
step back before taking two steps 
forward. 

What are your ambitions for the 
football club this year and in the 
next 2-3 years? 

My ambition this year is to have 
all three grades make and play 

finals. With last year's group of sen-
ior players having another year of 
experience behind them it should 
hold them in a tougher mindset as I 
don't think any of the players want 
to experience what they have for 
the last two seasons. 

If we are able to blend a couple 
of recruits with experience and 
ability into the squad then I think 
we could be considered as serious 
contenders for season 2006. 

The club should be aiming 
towards being a strong competitive 
Division 2 side with every three to 
four years winning a Division 2 pre-
miership, then being competitive in 
Division I for as long as possible. I 
don't think currently with the 
imbalance of the top clubs in 
Division 1 with their player pay 
structure, it would be too high an 
expectation at this point in time to 
say we are aspiring to be a top four 
Division l club. 

Any other comments? 

Iwould like to put a challenge out 
to the Warrandyte community 

about their desire and commitment 
to become involved in the club 
whether at junior or senior level ... 
from selling raffle tickets on game 
day or just coming down to see a 
good game of local footy. 

This club is still here today after 
100 years because of people within 
the community seeing the need for 
a strong local development commu-
nity football club that the area can 
be proud of. 

If this club is to remain here for 
another 100 years then it's going to 
take a commitment from the people 
here as an investment for our 
future generations. 

Three practice matches planned 

Bloods set out on 
premiership race 
Warrandyte Football Club's 2006 sea-
son Is only weeks away with three 
practice matches organised before 
the season proper opens in April. 

The practice matches will provide 
the litmus test the coaches need to 
establish the capabilities of the side. 

The first match will be against tra-
ditional rivals, Templestowe, at 
Templestowe on March 10 followed 
by North Coburg at Warrandyte on 
March 25 and Kinglake at home on 
April I. 

The players are searching for 
results that better represent the 
club's proud history and overwhelm-
ing success experienced over the cen-
tenary than those produced in 2005 
when the club was relegated to 
Fourth Division of the Eastern 
Football League. 

The Bloods have welcomed the 
return of a number of valued players 
from their overseas adventures and 
escapades through South America, 
North America and Europe. They will 
bolster the ranks and help lure team 
mates back to the club. 

Warrandyte will be focusing on 
developing a team strategy that seeks 
to optimise the advantages the team 
has; speed and endurance. This is 
evident in the heavy pre-season work-
load placed on the team that has 
included many of the Under !S's and 
Colts players. 

"The Under 18s have been wel-
comed with open arms by the senior 
group and we are very pleased to 
announce that for the first time in five 
years the Warrandyte football club 
will enter a home grown Under !S's 
side in the competition," a club 
spokesman said. 

"This exciting outcome could not 

AUSKICK 

Sponsors' 
night at Club 
Warrandyte 
Warrandyte Football Qub will hold 
a Gala SpoW10n1 Dinner on Friday 
April 7 at Qub Warrandyte. 

Raise your profile and support 
your local football club by attend-
ing th.la highly entertaining 
evening. 

A three course meal, refresh-
ments and Footy Pack are provided. 

Call Terry Ryan for details- 0418 
369 294 

have been achieved without the mas-
sive support from the junior club 
committee members such as Chris 
Appleby, Phil Ashfield and Lindsay 
Barber. 

"Both senior and junior Warrandyte 
clubs have made it their respective 
mandates to provide a seamless tran-
sition between the two sectors of the 
local football community." 

The continued specialist training 
program implemented by Warrandyte 
High School physical education 
teacher and basketball fitness coach 
Steve Moresi has the squad at the 
highest level of fitness seen for some 
years and some are even beginning to 
enjoy the pain. 

This coupled with a recent 90 
minute boxing session at the 
Richmond football club gymnasium, 
which gave Warrandyte players a 
snapshot of the AFL training regime, 
have proven to be valuable replace-

ments for a training camp and have 
provided a greater chance for broad-
er participation. 

Glen McCartin has returned to the 
club as an assistant coach and Chris 
Quinlan is chairman of selectors. 
They join Adam Kearney in the sup-
port of coach, Peter Green. Glen and 
Chris played In the premiership sides 
of 1993 and 1999. 

They bring a wealth of experience 
and will be a fantastic asset to the 
support group. David Young will 
coach the reserves side again this 
year and he will be supported by 
Travis Brogan who is still toying with 
the idea of playing another season. 

e Warrandyte Football Club will 
celebrate its centenary on May 6. 

Founded in 1906 the club's amazing 
hi.story has been captured and pul:>-
lished in a Centenary History book to 
be launched at the dinner to be held 
at Manningham Function Centre. 

Clinton Grybas of Fox Footy and 
3AW is the Maste.r of Ceremonies and 
entertainment includes a traditional 
Aboriginal welcome, band and special 
presentations. A four-course meal will 
be served, beer, wine and soft drink is 
included. 

Please book on 9722 1111 , pay-
ments can be accepted on credit card 
over the phone or email your details 
to wfcinc@bigpond.com. 

Alternatively cheques can be made 
out to Warrandyte Football Club and 
posted to PO Box 151 , Warrandyte 
3113. 

Warrandyte secretary, James Logan 
said the club was looking forward to 
seeing all Life Members , players past 
and present, supporters and friends 
of Warrandyte Football Club at the 
Centenary Dinner. 

Registration day at Warrandyte 
Warrandyte Auskick 2006 kicks off at Warrandyte Football 
Oval , with a registration morning on Saturday April 1 at 
9am. 

Full sessions will commence on Saturday 22 April start-
ing at 9am. 

Boys and girls between the ages of 5-12 are welcome 
to attend Auskick. Children are taught a range of skills 
including the rules of the game, handballing, marking and 
kicking. 

Each session concludes with a game using modified 
rules between children of like size and capabilities. 
There is a strong emphasis on safety and enjoyment and 
an aim of fostering team play. 

A new committee has recently been formed to ensure 

that Auskick is operational in 2006 and the future. 
The committee is keen to see as many parents 

involved in the program particularly in the area of coach-
ing. 

Warrandyte Auskick is looking forward to forging a 
strong community bond with the Warrandyte junior and 
senior football clubs that will help develop a football 
pathway for aspiring local young footballers of all levels 
of ability. 

It is also envisaged that during the year an Auskick 
game will be held at the half time break at a Warrandyte 
seniors game 

For inquiries contact AFL Auskick Centre Co-ordinator, 
Edward Munks 0439 342 478. 

Top award for Park Orchards 
Park Orchards North Ringwood 
Parish Junior Football Club and the 
Park Orchards Auskick have won the 
state award for the Best Auskick to 
Junior Football Club Pathway 
Program. 

The award was announced last 
month at the Annual Football Victoria 
Members Dinner which was attended 
by over 300 people. 

This award is selected from nomi-
nations by all Victorian metropolitan 
and country football leagues and 
regions. 

The award was accepted by Park 
Orchards North Ringwood Parish 
Junior Football Club President, 
Stephen Harrington and current Park 
Orchards Auskick Co-ordinator, Paul 
Schroder. 

Paul paid tribute to the people who 
had the foresight in late 2000 to estal:>-
lish the Park Orchards Auskick, In 
particular to Trevor Barr, who has 
been integral in the success of the 
Park Orchards Auskick. 

So successful has the pathway 
been that the number of teams field-
ed by the Park Orchards North 
Ringwood Parish Junior Football Club 
has Increased from eight In 2000 to a 
record 14 in 2006. 

The club has a philosophy based 
on development and fun and It contin-
ues to grow each year. While the 
emphasis Is not on winning, in 2004 
the club won five premierships in the 

Yarra Junior Football League (a 
league record) and the Park Orchards 
Auskick has twice won the Eastern 
Region Award for Best Auskick Co-
ordinator as well as Best Auskick 
Coach. 

Players of all ages from Under 9 to 
Under 17 and their families are 
always very welcome. For enquiries 
please contact Stephen Harrington 
on 9842 7521. 

At the Football Victoria Members Dinner are from left, Stephen 
Harrington, president of Park Orchards North Ringwood Parish 
Junior Football Club, Trevor Barr - Park Orchards Auskick Co-
ordinator 2002-2005 and Paul Schroder, Park Orchards Auskick 
co-ordinator 2006 



Warrandyte avoids relegation 

E otional 1N-in 
and oh, so close 
Warrandyte players and supporters 
were forced to ride a roller coaster of 
emotions before winning one of the 
most important matches in the crick-
et club's 151 year history. 

A loss to Chirnside Park on 
Saturday would have seen Warran-
dyte relegated to the Ringwood 
District Cricket Association's Third 
Division and with a re-vamped compe-
tition expected to be introduced next 
season, promotion to higher grades is 
likely to be more difficult. 

Before the match, Warrandyte was 
placed second last with Chirnside 
Park hall a game away on the bottom 
of the ladder. 

The match was billed as an elimina-
tion final and it lived up to its promo-
tion with Warrandyte winning the 
match with only two wickets to spare. 

The Second XI missed the finals 
after losing to Chirnside Park. It was 
the first time the team had been out of 
the top four all season. 

But the good news was that the 
Third XI fell into fourth position by 
0.10 bonus points, the equivalent of 
10 runs and the Fourth XI also 
sneaked into the finals by 0.30 bonus 
points or the equivalent of 30 runs. 

The First XI scenario had been set 
up by a luckless second last round 
when rain washed out the match 
against Montrose with Warrandyte 
three wickets short of an improbable 
victory. 

The batting had again been poor 
with Warrandyte being dismissed for 
138 with First XI debutante, 15-year-
old Chris Barry top scoring with 33. 

With Montrose at 1-70, all looked 
lost until veteran Gerald Walshe 
unleashed an amazing burst that saw 
Montrose crash to 7-77. Soon after, 
the heavens opened and the game 
was washed out. 

State honours for 
junior cricketer 
Young Warrandyte cricketer, Aryton 
Dehmel, has been selected in the Victorian 
Under 15 schoolboys team. 

Dehmel will compete in the schoolboys' 
interstate series in Perth in April. 

A right arm off spin bowler and right 
band batsman, Dehmel started with 
Warrandyte's Under 12s and ls currently a 
member of the Under 16 team. He ls also a 
member of the club's flrst XJ, making his 
debut this season. 

He played most of last season in the 
Second XI and took more than 30 wickets to 
help his team win Its way through to the 
Grand Flnal. 

Dehmel also captained Ivanhoe in the 
Sul>-Dlstrict Under 14 Hatch Shield competi-
tion. Ayrton Dehmel 

But despite the gift runs , 
Warrandyte still managed to dismiss 
Chirnside Park for 129. 

"He kept a cool head in what was a 
real the crisis. 

The runs chase started well with 
Warrandyte 0-30 but then came the 
familiar middle order collapse. Stuart 
Howarth was sent in early and his big 
hitting kept the run rate in check but 
he was dismissed for 22 leaving 
Warrandyte well short of what was 
now looking like a mighty target. 

Enter Dave Mooney. Using his 
experience, he pushed singles and 
nudged twos through seemingly 
improbable gaps to edge his team 
closer to victory. 

"But one thing is for sure, I don't 
want to go through that again," he 
said. 

White paid tribute to the young 
players who had made their debuts in 
the senior XI this season and who 
now had some experience of what 
was ahead of them. 

"We played 20 different players in 
the First XI this season, many of them 
only teenagers. They are the future of 
the club," he said. 

The Second XI lost the last two 
matches of the season to drop to fifth 
position after they looked certain to 
play a part in the finals at the 
Christmas break. 

But a poor performance against 
Montrose in Round 13 when they 
were bundled out for 102 and an 
undisciplined bowling performance 
that allowed Chirns ide Park to score 
196 on Saturday brought an abrupt 
end to the season. 

The Third XI was rewarded for its 
late run to the finals with fou rt h posi-
tion while the Fourth XI deservedly 
made the finals after a diff icult year 
due to player availability. 

The Fifth XI finished only a game 
out of the finals despite a nail-biting 
one run win in the last game. 

The Under 14 team has won its way 
through to the Grand Final . After fin-
ishing the season on top of the ladder, 
they are well placed to take out the 
club's first flag this season. 
Round 13: 
First XI: Warrandyte 138 (C. Barry 33) 
drew with Montrose 7-110 (Walshe 
50). 
Second XI: Warrandyte 102 lost to 
Montrose 9-257 (Llncoln 4-58). 
Third XI: Warrandyte 6-207 (Prangley 
54, Smead 38 n.o., Creber 32, Revell 
30) d Kilsyth 42 (Fahy 44, J. Sherriff 4-
8) and 6-99 (J. Sherriff 4-19) . 
Fifth XI: Warrandyte 118 er. Greve 38) 
lost to Norwood 169 (K. Miller 3-50). 
Round 14: 
First XI: Warrandyte 8-132 (Mooney 28 
n.o.) d Chirnside Park 129 (Sazenis 3-
25). 
Second XI: Warrandyte 144 lost to 
Chirnside Park 196. 
Third XI: Warrandyte 7-213 (Smead 82 
n.o .) d Croydon Ranges 6-195 (J. 
Sherril! 3-21). 
Fourth XI : Warrandyte 156 d 
Bayswater Park 122 
Fifth XI : Warrandyte 203 er. Greve 82) 
d E. Ringwood 7-202 (R. Pascoe 
4-27). 

Saturday's game became a show-
down and with regular fast bowler, 
Campbell Holland failing a fitness test 
on a hamstring strain, Warrandyte 
was forced to field a depleted bowling 
attack that hinged greatly on Barry 
and another 15-year-old, Ayrton 
Dehmel. 

Both stood up well sharing three 
wickets while Walshe, hampered by 
injury, bowled his allotted eight overs 
for only 12 runs and two wickets. 

Matthew Chapman followed up his 
three catches and a stumping while 
wicketkeeping with willing support 
for Mooney and the pair added 30 
runs to leave Warrandyte in sight of 
victory. 

But more drama was to follow as 
Chapman was dismissed with four 
runs needed and the diminutive 
Dehmel went to the crease to face a 
fiery reception. 

But he eked out two runs with a 
deflection to fine leg and then 
Mooney struck a boundary to put 
Warrandyte in front and out of the 
grip of relegation. 

BASKETBALL 
ChaIDpions grade 
for Under 18 girls 

Matthew Sazenis was again the pick 
of the bowlers with three wickets but 
the left arm off spinner bowled an 
extraordinary 11 wides. He was not 
the only culprit as Warrandyte's 
bowlers chalked up an amazing 29 
wides in only 35 overs. 

Warrandyte captain, Adam White 
described it as the most emotionally 
charged and draining game he had 
been involved in. 

"The result meant so much to the 
club and Dave Mooney's effort was 
exceptional. 

WJFC Gift winner, Caleb Atkinson, centre, with Steve Ballard 
and WJFC club captain, Pat Nichol. 

Running is a Gift for Caleb 
Caleb Atkinson, won the inaugural WJFC Gift, a foot race held over 100 
metres at the WJFC Registration Day, held last month. 

Caleb wins a magnificent perpetual trophy which will be keenly sought 
In the coming years. 

Second was Andrew Reddie from the Under 14s and third was Jacob 
Ballard from ihe under 12s. 

The final comprised the first and second place getters from each WJFL 
team and the club hopes that the Gift will become a highlight of future 
registration days. 

Other highlights of the day were the Coach's Gift, won by Chris 
Appleby with Steve Ballard in second place. 

In a significant milestone for the 
Warrandyte Venom, David Reinecke's 
Under 18 girls have qualified for 
Victorian Championship, the highest 
level competition for junior basket-
ballers in the state. 

The girls won through with a 5443 
win over Diamond Valley in a cross 
over game on February 24. 

The results did not go Warrandyte 
Venom's way in the Under 12 boys, 
where Damian Arsenis's lads went 
down to Ringwood in a high scoring 
53-40 game. 

Warrandyte will be playing in the 
Metro 1 competition and look like 
they will join a number of other 
Warrandyte teams, including Under 

16 boys, and Under 14 and Under 16 
girls. 

Grading for Championsh ip basket-
ball is nearly completed for the 2006 
season. Championship games start on 
March 10. 
• Warrandyte Redbacks are well rep-
resented in the finals of the Saturday 
basketball competition, with 21 boys 
and 16 girls teams all in action in the 
semifinals. 

The strength of the boys side con-
tinues to develop with the Under 10, 
Under 16 and Under 18s all playing in 
the elite A grade sections. 

Preliminary and Grand finals will be 
held after the Commonwealth Games 
are complete. 

Relay to raise funds 
in memory of Tiffany 
Warrandyte families are being encour-
aged to take part in the Cancer 
Council Victoria's Hawthorn Relay 
For Life In memory of a former 
Warrandyte girl. 

Tiffany Jacobs who lived in 
Warrandyte for most of her school life 
and attended Anderson's Creek 
Primary School, died last year at the 
age of 27 from oesophageal cancer. 

Relay For Life is a fund raising event 
to raise money for The Cancer 
Council Victoria's research, educa-
tion , prevention and support pro-
grams. It Is a fun 18 hour overnight 
event, with the challenge of complet-
ing a relay style walk/run within a fes-
tival atmosphere. 

The Hawthorn Relay For Life will be 
held at Auburn Reserve. Hawthorn on 
Saturday April 8 from 4pm until 
Sunday April 9 at I Oam. 

Throughout the event teams are 

challenged to keep their baton mov-
ing around the track for 18 hours . 
Tean1s are encouraged to camp out 
overnight and a festive atmosphere is 
created with entertainment, food , 
kids activities, games and prizes . 

It costs $15 per person to enter, 
and team members are encouraged to 
fundralse 150 towards their team's 
total. 

Tiffany played netball for 
Warrandyte for many years and when 
at Anderson Creek school she played 
state school softball for Victoria. 

A talented all-round athlete, she 
won cross-country for the Eastern 
Primary Schools Division three years 
in a row. he was also Athletic and 
Triple Jump champion. 

Anyone intere ted in forming a 
team or joining a team can contact 
Graeme or Gill Jacobs on 0413 183 
338. 

Bonnie Jones 

Academy 
award for 
Bonnie 
By SONIA RAPPELL 

Warrandyte etbalJ Club players 
continue to receive a high level of 
recognition throughout the dis-
trict and state. 

Bonnie Jones, 14, who attends 
Warrandyte High School, has 
received an offer to participate in 
the prestigious State Netball 
Academy program. 

Bonnie plays netball for 
Warrandyte Netball Club and rep-
resents the Doncaster and District 
Netball Association. She also 
played for the Chisholm region in 
the State finals last year in Sale. 

Selection for the Netball 
Academy follows a rigorous 
process. After playing in a Talent 
Identification Tournament, players 
are selected to try out for the 
Netball Academy. 

Approximately 25 players from 
each zone are selected for the 
Academy from a talent pool of 
about 130 players. 

There are six zones in the State. 
Bonnie was selected for the 
Central East Zone Academy, con-
sidered by many to be the 
strongest zone in the State. 

The Academy involves monthly 
training sessions throughout the 
year until October and training 
cultimates in an inter-Academy 
tournament held at the end of the 
year at the State Netball and 
Hockey Centre, Parkville. 

The winter season of the 
Doncaster and District etball 
Association is now under way. 
Limited places remain in teams, 
and enquiries can be made to 
Lesley Reid , club president on 
9844 2068 

If you have a youngster who 
would like to participate in a net-
ball skills program, the 
Warrandyte etball Club will start 
its weekly clinic for the 5-9 years 
on the firs t Friday in Terra 2. 

Registration will be held on the 
first day of the clinic, which runs 
between 4.15pm and 5pm at the 
Taroona Ave netball courts. 
Enquir ies to Peta Walker 9844 4898 

Hawks set 
sights 
on flag 
South Warrandyte Hawks Cricket 
Club is on the verge of a remark-
able feat in Ringwood District 
cricket. 

In five years. the mall club has 
taken the association by storm, 
winning the Third Division and 
Second Division premierships in 
succes ive season and is now a 
genuine title contender for this 
season's First Division Chandler 

hield flag. 
The Hawks finished the season 

in thi rd place and will meet 
Mooroolbark at Colman Park thi -
weekend in the firs t semi final 

The club set it ·elf a goal of 
breaking out of the cricket wilder-
ness by recruiting forrner juruor 
players and a number of e ta l>-
lished cricketers. 

Major works are expected to 
take place on the club's home 
ground this season which will fur-
ther help attract quality players. 

President, Barry Willi ms. said 
the Hawks had made cons iou 
decision to establi h themselves 
as a strong ontender in the ROC 
and culmination of the goal could 
be only weeks away. 
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warrandyte for sale by tender 
closes 5pm tues 28 march unless sold prior 

buyer enquiry range $320k-$350k 

bedroom family home in best loved 
warrandyte precinct. Kitchen/family/meals. 

Separate lounge. Walk to river, school, shops, 
transport and village. 

warrandyte north for sale by tender 
closes 5pm tues 21 march unless sold prior 

buyer enquiry range $47Sk-$52Sk 

Less than 5 years old and looks like new! 
3 bedroom home on over 3 acres. 

New kitchen. Family meals with polished boards. 
Formal lounge. 

warrandyte private sale 
buyer enquiry range $550k-$600k 

Impressive bedroom residence set 
on I acre (approx) of fully fenced gardens. 

Kitchen/meals, formal lounge, 
HUGE separate rumpus. 

Garage with internal access. 

warrandyte north for sale by tender 
closes 5pm tues april unless sold prior 

buyer enquiry range 

Positioned just a short stroU from the yarra river'. 
this 3BR family home is freshly painted 

Offers kitchen/meals/family with polished boards. 
Deck for entertaining. Double carport. 

warrandyte north private sale 
buyer enquiry range $500k-$560k 

Immaculately presented home with 
uninterrupted views of Pound Bend Reserve. 

Kitchen/meals, separate dining. 
Downstairs rumpus. Landscaped gardens, 

summer house and spa. 

warrandyte north for sale by tender 
tender closes 5pm 28 march unless sold prior 

buyer enquiry range $57Sk-$625k 

Newly completed Edwardian style home on 
over I acre. Period features and modern luxury. 

Formal lounge. Kitchen/meals/family. Parents' 
retreat. Room for pool and court (stca) 

warrandyte nth expressions of interest 
buyer enquiry range $350k-$390k 

Charming 3 bedroom home. Open plan 
kitchen/meals/family with vaulted ceilings. 

Set on more than acre with views 
of Professor's Hill Reserve. Garden gazebo. 

Double garage. 

warrandyte north -private sale 
buyer enquiry range $550k-$600k 

Alistair Knox designed 4BR home on more than 
I acre, features reclaimed bridge timbers and 
handmade hawthorn bricks. Kitchen/dining. 
Formal lounge. Family area. Separate studio/ 

home office with external access. 

warrandyte north private sale 
buyer enquiry range $680k-$750k 

Spacious 4 bedroom home, with spectacular 
IG pool. Kitchen/meals. Formal lounge. 

HUGE separate rumpus with additional space 
for home theatre. Room for NS court (stca). 

Triple garage. 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 

real estate agents auctioneers property managers 
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