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Retirement housing
on ‘degraded’ land

By EMMA CLARK

The long-standing issue of aged
housing in Warrandyte could
begin to be solved, following a
suggestion that the environ-
mentally degraded land at the
corner of Harris Gully Road and
Yarra Street could be an ideal
site for a retirement community.

The land being discussed is immedi-
ately behind the rear car park at Gold-
fields Plaza, accessed via the street
that runs between IGA and the
Andersons Creek Primary School.

Resident Ted Rotheram and former
councillors Val Polley and Louise Joy
have proposed that the land be used
for an environmentally friendly and
sustainable housing cluster, incorpo-
rating wetlands and the natural sur-
roundings.

“As is the way in Warrandyte, the
idea developed basically through peo-
ple talking and discussing with each
other. We want to keep the older gen-
eration of Warrandyte residents in the
Warrandyte community,” Louise Joy
said. “The site is a great location, close

to transport, shopping centres and
doctors.

“We are not interested in a rip-off re-
tirement village concept, but rather a
community based village of clusters of
cottages, perhaps operating co-opera-
tively in the spirit of Warrandyte. The
village would reflect the Warrandyte
character.”

Local residents are lucky to be able
to live in large houses on large blocks
of land; however, as the population
ages it becomes more difficult to main-
tain large homes and gardens.

In Warrandyte and North Warran-
dyte, 11 percent of people are aged 60
and over. This number will continue to
grow, with current estimates predict-
ing that by 2011 the proportion of resi-
dents aged 60 and over will increase
by 44 percent.

Marjorie Lapworth of the Warrandyte
Housing and Support Services told the
Diary that there was a long list of peo-
ple waiting for retirement housing in
Warrandyte.

“They are lining up, basically wait-
ing for someone else to pass away so
that they can stay in the town,” she
said.
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Ms Lapworth also believes that the
buying price should be kept to a mini-
mum. “Some people cannot afford to
move straight into senior housing. We
need housing for everyone, not just
those who can afford it.

“Retirement housing on that site
could eventually lead to an improve-
ment in other amenities, including a
rejuvenation of the senior citizens cen-
tre and better health facilities.”

The lack of senior housing in the
community means that the founders of
many local institutions will most likely
have to move to another suburb as
they grow older.

The older generation in Warrandyte
is responsible for setting up many of
the town's co-operatives and organisa-
tions, including many of the local
sporting clubs, the Warrandyte Me-
chanics Institute and Arts Association,
the Environment League, Community
Association and the Diary.

As reported in last month’s Diary, the
land behind Andersons Creek Primary
School has been recently damaged,
creating an area of bush that requires
considerable work to assist its

revegetation.

The site is zoned as “public park and
recreation” and overlayed as “land
subject to inundation” and of “environ-
mental significance”. This could be an
issue in gaining permits to use the site

“There is definitely a need for hous-
ing, but it is a question of how,” Val
Polley said. “It is a perfect location,
however the site is heavily overlaid so
there would be some planning issues.

“The people of Warrandyte need to
consider whether they are prepared to
give up public space, albeit degraded
space, to provide for the older genera-
tion.

“There are other issues surrounding
the site, such as fire threats, and we
need to find out if the senior citizens
in the community are interested.”

The retirement community could be
environmentally sensitive and sustain-
able and in tune with the natural envi-
ronment.

Local environmental expert Alan
Noy, responsible for the wetlands res-
toration work at Potters Cottage, be-
lieves that there is “plenty of opportu-
nity to enhance and boost the environ-
ment as part of the development”.

“The land has lots of potential. It is
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on a creek and there is opportunity for
wetland development. Whilst s
zoned as being subject to floods, it is
possible to elevate the land.”

“Grey” waste water could be recycled
and run-off from roofs could be stored
in tanks. “It would be possible to cre-
ate retirement cottages which can uti-
lise the natural environment. It is defi-
nitely a site which can be taken seri-
ously as a potential location for such
a development,” Mr Noy said.

Last month’s Diary reported on lo-
cal efforts to obtain senior housing
over the past 30 years. In 1999 the old
Doncaster and Templestowe council
allocated $350,000 for land purchase,
later withdrawn following ama
tion and the creation of Manning
council.

“There will be many hurdles to cross
with gaining the council’s approval and
planning issues,” Ms Polley said
“There is a serious shortage ol senior
housing and there needs to be debate
surrounding the issue and the use of
the proposed site.”

ham

@The Diary welcomes readers
comments on this issue

Shop Fronts & A-Boards

Menu Boards & Chalk Art
Vehicle Graffix Computer Cut
Banners & General Signage

office 1, 2 colin avenue
warrandyte
(adjacent to goldfields)

peter gardiner ..

family lawyer & general practitioner
35 years in legal practice

telephone 9844 1111
fax 9844 1792
peter@pgardiner.com




OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH
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NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of the Diary will be published on Wednesday,
July 12. Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, June 30.

OUR NEWSPAPER

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it

| has retained its strong community character, being produced
| by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community.
| Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-for-

profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice.
The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people,
environment and character of the place it serves. Its monthly
circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and
Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the
Yarra River, some 24km from Melbourne. For countless ages
a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in
1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold
discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the
Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense
of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained.
This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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THE NIGHT THE STAR
WAS THROWN

It has long been thought that “Warrandyte” could be
translated as “that which is thrown”. The Wurundjeri
dreamtime story told how Bunijil, the great eagle, the all-
powerful, ever-watchful creator of the world, had once gazed
down upon his people from the star Altair and seen their
wrongdoing. Awaiting their return, with a mighty crash of
thunder, he hurled down a star to destroy them. Where the
star struck created the gorge we see today. Bunijil’s people
always remembered the spot. They called it Warrandyte, the
place where Bunjil had hurled down the star to punish his
people.
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“The Diary's the best newspaper
published in Warrandyte, Ock!”

“It's the only newspaper
published in Warrandyte, Clyde!"
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Fire station will stay

CFA denies
suggestions
of closure

By CLIFF GREEN

The Country Fire Authority has em-
phatically denied rumours that the
Warrandyte fire station in Harris Gully
Road is to close.

CFA is planning to build a second sta-
tion in the vicinity of Reynolds Road
and Tindals Road, some time in the
future.

“The existing Warrandyte station—
manned entirely by volunteers—will
remain,” Jeff Adair, acting manager CFA
Yarra Area, told the Diary.

“We have had no discussions with
any agencies or any other parties to
convert the fire station to any other
use.

“Our Warrandyte volunteers will re-
main at this location—even with the
intent to build a fully-staffed station in
a nearby location.

“At this stage we have been unable
to identify a suitable block of land to
commence construction.”

CFA plans to have both a fulltime-
staffed station and a volunteer station
operating in tandem.

“We seek to provide the best possi-
ble fire coverage to the community in
both urban and wildfire environ-
ments,” Mr Adair said.

“Due to increasing urban expansion,
arise in the number of road users and
overall demand on CFA services, we
must look at an integrated model of
fulltime staff and volunteers.

“Distances of travel to CFA
Warrandyte's western border at
Fitzsimons Lane, plus increasing traf-
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fic congestion and volunteer availabil-
ity can make it very difficult for CFA to
meet its service delivery standards—
its response times. These are some of
the reasons why we are looking at
building a second station in a new lo-
cation.

“The existing Warrandyte brigade’s
station plays an important role in the
Warrandyte community, providing ad-
ditional support to other Warrandyte
fire brigades and to local community
groups, including schools, kindergar-
tens, businesses, fireguard groups,
road rescue and community events—

Community asset: Warrandyte fire station hosts a CFA expo. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds)

such as the Warrandyte festival-to
name but a few.

“The role of volunteers in an urban-
rural interface is critical to community
safety and CFA will play no part in un-
dermining this valuable contribution.”

Within CFA there are numerous ex-
amples of volunteer and staff combi-
nations.

“In Yarra Area we have stations at
Eltham and Boronia where volunteers
and full-time staff co-exist very well,”
Mr Adair said.

“CFA will continue to conduct nego-
tiations with the United Firefighters
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Union on the design and construction
requirements for CFA's new
Warrandyte-Donvale station.”

A plan to man Warrandyte fire sta-
tion with full-time firefighters on a
daily basis was first mooted in May,
1999.

The Diary reported that full-time fire-
fighters would be appointed to
Warrandyte “some time in the next six
months, before the next summer
bushfire season”. This promise was
never honoured.

The fire station in Harris Gully Road
was built in 1981 at a cost of $200,000.

Station equipment and furnishings
worth $14,000 were installed in the
new station. These were financed
through community fundraising and
money donated by local residents

It was stated at the time that the sta-
tion was available to other Warrandyte
brigades for meetings and training pro-
grams.

The station was officially opened on
June 20 by then CFA chairman, L.J
Newell. It replaced the original station,
situated in Mitchell Avenue behind the
Mechanics Institute Hall. This building
is now the WMI&AA potters’ studio

PO road turns a corner

Park Orchards residents will have
greater peace of mind as they travel
along Mcintyres Road, Park Orchards fol-
lowing completion of safety upgrades by
Manningham council late last month.

Community concerns about a danger-
ous bend at the Park Road end of the
road spurred council into taking reme-
dial action.

“Works were undertaken along a 40 me-
tre stretch of McIntyres Road, widening
the first bend from the Park Road en- in which our children learn,” Ms
trance,” Mayor Pat Young told the Di- Green said. The grants to local
ary. schools are part of a $50 million

The project involved widening the state-wide cash injection for
bend by raising an electricity pole to school maintenance.
achieve required height clearances, con- “All schools will receive a
structing a block re- share of the funding for main-
taining wall up to tenance needs including roof-
three metres in ing, asphalting, electrical and
height, widening plumbing upgrades.”
the road pavement Warrandyte Primary School
and installing a will receive $11,826, Andersons
guardrail. Creek Primary School will get

“As an offset to $3787 and Warrandyte High
the vegetation re- School will be granted $83,891.
moval necessary “The extra money will be pro-
for the project, vided to schools before the end
maintenance works of the month, so they can get
will be undertaken to work on the most urgent re-
on surrounding pairs,” Ms Green said. “This $50
roadside vegetation million is in addition to the $34
to remove weeds,” million allocated annually for
Cr Young said. school maintenance needs and

... E W M SOLUTIONS TO ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS

Warrandyte schools are set to
receive an immediate $79,500 to
address their most immediate
maintenance needs, MP for Yan
Yean, Danielle Green told the
Diary. This news is contained in
the recently announced state
budget.

“This is good news for stu-
dents, parents and schools be-
cause it improves the facilities

o2
Above: Cr Pat Young and a council officer admire the

new works at McIntyres Road. Inset: Before the road
was upgraded.

OUR ENERGY FUTURE

NUCLEAR? RENEWABLE?

B Investment Advice B Equity Trusts (Aust & Intrn'l)
B Retirement Planning B Direct Shares
Warrandyte Greens invite you to an BBy thaag B Propeds Tnvegtment
M Risk Insurance M Cash Management
OPEN M EE"' NG W Salary Packaging M Fixed Interest
B Wealth Accumulation & M Self Managed Super Funds
Guest Speaker: JONATHAN UPSON g B N Sras s O

Energy Industry Consultant/Planner ErrecTivE WEALTH MANAGERS PTY LTD

ABN 36 110 193 989
FPA T: (03) 9844 0300
. F: (03) 9844 0311

e E: info@ewm.net.au

7.30pm Thursday 6 July

Lyndon Park, at the end of
Tills Drive, Warrandyte

Enquiries welcome: 9844 5135

Level 1
158-160 Yarra St
Warrandyte 3113

eyes on warrandyte

SHOP 2B, GOLDFIELDS PLAZA, 402 HEIDELBERG-WARRANDYTE RD, WARRANDYTE + 9844 4422

Authorised Representative: Bongior

Cash for kids

Danielle Green: nds for
schools and RSL

means that all schools will re-
ceive additional money.”

® Danielle Green also an-
nounced a state grant of $7000
to Warrandyte RSL for work on
their memorial grounds in Yarra
Street, opposite the bridge.

The grant will be used to re-
pair the paths and steps around
the memorial cairn “so that visi-
tors can safely and more easily
access the memorial,” Ms Green
said. Landscaping works will
also be carried out in the me-
morial grounds.
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ARRANDYTE
BUTCHERY

PREMIUM MINGE $9.9%s or 2kg for $18
RISSOLES — 10 for $6.00

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE: 9844 3169

Shop 10 Goldfields Plaza, 402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION
SALES AND SERVICE

Servicing the area for 36 years

Service to all makes of
Television, Video Cassettes,
Stereo Systems, Microwaves,

car’ at
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“Surviving” bushland at Harris Gully Road. (Picture by Emma Clark)
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entrance to town

Where are the voices? Where are the howls
of protest from local councillors and Yarra
o Street traders? The unsightly moonscape
i of lopped and damaged trees on Harris
Gully Road that greets visitors as they en-
ter Warrandyte needs to be vastly re-
planted and redeveloped.

The surviving bushland at Harris Gully
Road is no place for a discerning bat or
trendy native frog. I'd be mighty insulted if
that was the best Warrandyte could offer.

The idea of leaving this ugly scar at one
entrance to our town for some accommo-
dation-challenged
undiscerning bat leaves the community
with a visual insult, a patch of land in need
of much TLC.

Do we as residents have to look at these
lopped dead trees taped off for the next 50
years before the;' succumb to natural de-
cay and fall over?

Perhaps a rethink and much longer-term
view is needed.

amphibian  or

Denis Gates
(by email)

Antenna Systems Installed.

TV RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

Then why not convert to a PR
digital set topbox—now available. 4

27 Mitchell Avenue
Warrandyte 3113

Ph: 9844 3970
Mob: 0408 175 274

WARRANDYTE
YOUTH

$6,000

AWARD
2006-07

Young artists who usudlly live in the Warrandyte area
are invited fo apply for the Warrandyte Youth Arts
Award for 2006/07. Applicants between the ages of
18 and 25 —working in any artistic field — are
eligible. A prize of $6,000 is being offered every
two years to enable the winner to further their career
as an arfist. Applications close 30 June 2006 and the
winner will be announced in March 2007, during the
Warrandyte Festival. Further details and application
forms can be obtained from Information Warrandyte
in the community centre or by writing to:

Warrandyte Youth Arts Award
PO Box 209, Warrandyte 3113

Organised and sponsored by the
The Lions Club of Warrandyte (inc.)

Op Shop

50% OFF CHILDREN’S
& MEN’S CLOTHING

Liz, Jenny and
Di thank you

e et b Come in and see our large

range of bric-a-brac.

Currently we need blankets,
coats and winter woollies.

donations.

All proceeds go

to helping our

Watch the Diary for upcoming
community’s specials ond news
needy and
disadvantaged.
: 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
9844 4392
HOURS

Mon-Fri 10.30-4.30
Sat & Sun 11.00-5.00

Plea for

retirement
housing

Val Polley (Diary, May) calls
timely attention to an issue
raised many times in the past.
While retirement housing has
been established elsewhere in
Manningham, Warrandyte con-
tinues to be under-resourced.

The need could hardly be
more obvious or more urgent.
In the fortnight since my candi-
dacy for the state election be-
came known, | have had three
calls on the subject from local
residents. The situation will be
familiar to many. Older
Warrandytians find they can no
longer care for steep and/or
large blocks but are reluctant to
move away from friends, family
and community.

What is needed is senior hous-
ing specifically in Warrandyte
for residents of Warrandyte.

And Warrandyte needs these
people too. By definition such
people are interested in retain-
ing links with the immediate
community. Often they will be
active as volunteers, friends
and participants in local clubs
and events. They may be
babysitting grandchildren on a
regular basis and they will al-

| most certainly be shopping lo-
| cally. As a community we need

to invest in this growing demo-
graphic just as in the post-war
years we invested in the young.

Since getting the approaches,
I have followed up two possible
locations on Harris Gully Road.
Each appears to be impractical,
at least at this stage, due to
flood-proneness and existing
use—but it is surely important

| to keep looking for viable op-

tions and to take all suggestions
on board.

I suggest a new initiative, pos-
sibly along the lines of the

| former Warrandyte Retirement
| Housing Project. Several dedi-

cated Warrandyte people have

worked on this issue down the

years. | am sure that others—

myself included—would be pre-

pared to contribute whatever is

needed to bring their efforts to
fruition.

David Ellis

Greens candidate

for Warrandyte
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[.eave snakes alive

I was somewhat bemused by Bronwyn Doran’s letter to the Di-
ary (May 2006) on the state of the bushland bordering the fire
station and Andersons Creek Primary School. Bronwyn does
not seem to regard our local snake community as part of the
indigenous fauna of the area. As a life-long resident of
Warrandyte, I have shared my life with the local snake com-
munity who, by and large, 1 have found respectful of their hu-
man cohabitants.

I have fond memories of the large brown snake that for sev-
eral seasons during my childhood, sunned itself on the path to
the river behind the Stone House. It used to obligingly move
off the path as we approached and reoccupy its position in
the centre of the path after we had passed. Even today we
have a particularly large snake, a copperhead I think, that
regularly visits our dam for frogs during the summer.

To live in Warrandyte is to live with snakes, they are as
much part of Warrandyte as the river and eucalypts and yet,
in spite of this, I cannot recall anyone in Warrandyte being
bitten. Warrandyte children should be taught that snakes are
part of their environment and they are entitled to our respect
and tolerance. If they are left alone they are no threat to any-

one.

Chris Padgham
Webb Street

They remembered
the good old days

Hi, all you Warrandyters. | was
greatly chuffed to find the Diary
on my website. We lived in
Bradleys Lane, Warrandyte, un-
til 1985 when we had to move
for my youngest daughter’s
health. We all still have a great
love for Warrandyte and love to
read your own Diary.

My two girls went to Research
and Warrandyte primary
schools and later to Maroondah
High and later Eltham College.
Our house was always full of
local kids and when our girls
had their birthday parties my
wife and I retreated to our bed-
room.

Our happiest days were spent
swimming in the Yarra and en-
joying the wonderful peace be-
side our wonderful river.

I note your mention of a slow
burning which destroyed some
of your iconic trees.

I remember when the “who-
ever” did a slow burn on the is-
land on the west side of the
bridge and a wonderful Manna
Gum of huge proportions was
burned as a consequence. This
was a terrible disaster, as that
tree was a magnificent speci-
men, a brilliant entrance to
your river crossini.

An old tale which your read-
ers might enjoy. My wife's great,

great uncle had a gold mine in
Warrandyte and he was a bit of
dag.

An old Chinese fossicker
named Jimmy Lee died, and as
he was well liked by all, they
gathered in the funeral parlour
to drink his health.

Uncle Jack Stewart (he is bur-
ied in the local cemetery) said,
“We can’t let old Jimmy lay
here”. So they carried him
down to the river, sat him up
under the bridge, put a pipe in
his mouth and returned to the
pub.

When a mate of theirs came
in and enquired, “Why the long
faces?” they replied, “old
Jimmy’s dead”. The mate said,
“that’s bullshit. I just seen him
under the bridge, sitting down
smoking his pipe.” They bought
him a beer before they told him
what had happened.

True or not, that story has
been handed down through the
generations. We have a photo of
old Jack if it is of any use to the
town. Just let me know where
to send it.

Long live the spirit of Warran-

dyte.

The Beards (Adrienne, lan,
Katrina and Bronwyn)
(by email)

'showcase’
The organisers of the recent
WAA 50th birthday celebrations
are to be congratulated on pro-
ducing yet another memorable
event—a brilliant showcase of
all the artistic talents in the
community. Pat Anderson in
particular, along with her loyal
helpers from all the groups,
showed much inspirational
dedication towards the celebra-
tion that embraced all facets of
the association and gave so
much pleasure to so many peo-
ple.
The atmosphere in the hall on
the afternoon of May 27 was
absolutely electric—so many
reunions, so much hilarious
laughter as was, of course, the
unveiling of the clever, whimsi-
cal sculpture—the result of
many hours of hard work and
high hilarity shared by Marj
Beecham and her energetic
team of potters.

The hall itself was the venue
for a wonderful display of paint-
ing, pottery, weaving, quilting
and other handcrafts—not to
overlook the superb collection
of photographs, programs,
newsletters and newspaper ar-
ticles so beautifully collated
and presented by Pat Anderson
and her aides.

What with the entertainment
provided by the music and
drama groups, the afternoon
proceeded without a dull mo-
ment.

The party atmosphere in the
evening gave the old hall a posi-
tive glow of love and goodwill
and the entertainment program
was ably hosted by WAA presi-
dent, Ken Virtue. The irrepress-
ible, unstoppable Joan Golding
presented a lengthy and witty
review of the past 50 years of
WAA activity—and as the wine
flowed and hilarity, triggered by
the Barbershop Quartet,
mounted, the show was well
and truly on the road. Many,
many thanks to everyone con-

cerned.
Lexie Blake
Northcote

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS




Manningham council has revised its Warrandyte
township heritage guidelines. These guidelines will
apply to the township heritage precinct. They will
ensure that the cultural and natural values of the
precinct are protected in the longer term.

The following excerpts from council’s
guidelines outline the special characteristics
of Warrandyte'’s heritage and why it

deserves protection...

ARRANDYTE is lo-

cated in a wooded

valley and the town-

ship stretches along

the south bank of the
Yarra River.

The Warrandyte township pre-
cinct comprises residential, civic
and commercial buildings, as
well as parkland and open space
in Yarra Street and parts of inter-
secting streets, generally be-
tween Trezise Street and Mullens
Road and part of Brackenbury
Street.

Yarra Street, which is the main
street of the town, curves to fol-
low the line of the river. There
are buildings both on the north
(bank side) and south side of the
road.

The significant section of
Brackenbury Street sits on the
slope of the valley behind Yarra
Street at the easterly end of the
township.

Views to the river and the treed
valley, and access to the
riverbank pedestrian path are
gained at numerous points along
the river side of Yarra Street.

Views towards the river and
into the treed valley are gained
from Brackenbury Street. The
buildings on the south side of
Yarra Street are set up on the em-
bankment with a backdrop of
trees behind.

Buildings in the precinct, al-
though differing in age and style,
are generally detached, low in
form with pitched roofs and
separated by spaces between, al-
lowing views to the river on the
north and towards the treed
slopes on the south side of Yarra
Street.

Most of the buildings are lo-
cated on the south side of the
road on the elevated embank-
ment. The few buildings on the
north side of the road are nes-
tled into the sloping riverbank
and appear as single storey when
viewed from Yarra Street.

The pedestrian path along the
Yarra means the views to proper-
ties on the north side of the road
can be gained from the front as

well as the rear of the properties.

Views across some of the prop-
erties on the north side of
Brackenbury Street can be
gained from both Brackenbury
Street and Yarra Street.

The steps, meandering paths
and retaining walls are an impor-
tant feature of the heritage pre-
cinct, often providing important
vistas and views to significant
features.

Why is it
significant?

HE Warrandyte township

precinct has historic and

social significance as it

provides evidence of one

of the first townships to
be established in the area and il-
lustrates the influence of gold
discovery upon settlement in the
19th century.

The township is also an exam-
ple of one of the first tourist re-
sorts close to Melbourne that
emerged in the inter-war years as
a result of improved roads and
increased motor car usage.

It also has important associa-
tions with many noted Australian
artists and architects, which is
demonstrated by it being the
subject of a number of paintings
and other works of art.

Finally, the town also provides
evidence of the re-building that
took place in the wake of the dis-
astrous 1939 bushfires. This is
particularly demonstrated by the
“Warrandyte Style” residential
precinct, which is historically
significant for its association
with locally important architect-
builders Alexa Goyder and Myr-
tle Houston.

It is a representative area of
housing, demonstrating the char-
acteristics of the “Warrandyte
Style” first identified by Robin
Boyd in Australian Home in 1952,
a style that was copied else-
where in the township.

The Warrandyte township pre-

Guidelines
to protect
this special
place

cinct has aesthetic significance
as an informal, almost semi-rural
village where the buildings are
often secondary to the landscape
elements, particularly the ma-
ture vegetation, which comprises
a mix of native and exotic spe-
cies that creates a distinctive
cultural landscape character.

It is notable for the use of local
materials, such as Warrandyte
stone in a number of buildings
and public realm elements,
which gave rise to the descrip-
tion of a “Warrandyte Style” that
is a notable and distinctive ele-
ment of the character of the area
today.

This is particularly evident in
the Warrandyte Style residential
precinct at the easterly end of
Yarra Street and in Brackenbury
Street, which contains the best
examples of the style by Goyder
and Houston.

Protecting the
heritage

HE combination of acces-

sibility to the river, the

enclosing wooded valley,

restricted outlook and

old buildings contribute
to the strong sense of place and
ensure that the Warrandyte
township is a focal point for resi-
dents as well as attractive to visi-
tors.

The purpose of these guide-
lines is to retain the special
qualities that relate to the herit-
age of the town centre area. The
guidelines will assist people un-
dertaking works in the town and
they will also assist council in
the assessment of proposals for
new development or alterations
to existing properties.

Change will occur in
Warrandyte township, but the
heritage guidelines will help to
accommodate change without
the loss of those qualities which
make Warrandyte township spe-
cial.

Warrandyte township is in-
cluded in the heritage overlay as
a precinct. Not all buildings in
the precinct contribute to its sig-
nificance. This precinct has a
high proportion of non-contribu-
tory properties in between the
contributory properties.

As a result, these guidelines are
concerned with both contribu-
tory and non-contributory prop-
erties in the Warrandyte town-
ship heritage overlay precinct.

What comes
next?

The Warrandyte township
heritage guidelines have
passed council but are still to
be authorised by the state
planning minister. They will
then be placed on public exhi-
bition. Following this, a series
of booklets explaining the
guidelines will
be produced by
council and will
be publicly
available, act-
ing as a guide
to anyone
wishing to
build or reno-
vate in the
precinct.
They will in-
clude a bro-
chure based
on the new
Warrandyte
signage
strategy.
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Warrandyte Community Association

COMMUNITY PUBLIC FORUM
and ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 13 July
Warrandyte Senior Citizens Clubrooms
Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte

8pm « AGM

The formal AGM will be followed by an opportunity for
members to comment on matters of interest regarding the
Warrandyte Community Association.

Nominations for the committee should be lodged by 30th
June 2006. Interested members are welcome to join the
committee which currently has several vacancies. Proxy and
nomination forms have been circulated and extras are
available from Val Polley, 9844 3086.

8.30pm ¢ Community Public Forum
with our local and state politicians

The following representatives will be at the meeting to answer
guestions and discuss issues facing Warrandyte. Come and

join in the debate.

Danielle Green Member for Yan Yean, Phil Honeywood
Member for Warrandyte, Pat Young Mullum Mullum Ward
Councillor, Manningham City Council, Ron Kitchingman
Mullum Mullum Ward Councillor, Manningham City Council

By EMMA CLARK

Warrandyte will not receive any
benefits from the state govern-
ment's new transport plan,
Meeting Our Transport Chal-
lenges, released last month.

The plan will provide $10.5
billion over the next 10 years
towards transport infrastruc-
ture in Melbourne and will pro-
vide a base from which to
launch future transport pro-
jects.

Warrandyte and Park Or-
chards are major thoroughfares
from the outer north eastern
region to the inner suburbs of
Melbourne.

The Warrandyte bridge is the
only pedestrian or vehicular
bridge across the Yarra River
between Fitzsimons Lane in
Templestowe and Yarra Glen—
a distance of about 23km.

Associate Professor Nicholas
Low, director of the Australa-
sian Centre for the Governance
and Management of Urban
Transport and local resident, is
disappointed by the lack of at-
tention Warrandyte has been
given.

“Almost every suburb has
been included in the plan, ex-
cept Warrandyte. We seem to
have been left off the map. The
government is trying to do
something for the existing ur-
ban suburbs, but does nothing
for the outer fringe suburbs.

“I don’t think that the plan is

all bad, as they are genuinely
giving some attention to public
transport, but it is very disap-
pointing and bad for Warran-
dyte.”
Public transport in Warran-
dyte, particularly in North
Warrandyte, is minimal, with
buses running to the nearest
train station in Eltham every
one or two hours. On Satur-
days, buses run along Kangaroo
Ground Road and Research-
Warrandyte Road roughly every
one hour and 20 minutes. There
is no bus service on Sundays.

Warrandyte will be relying on indifferent bus services well

AT RS 5

into the future. (Picture by Emma Clark)

“The bus service in North
Warrandyte is abysmal,” said
Jonathan Upson of Warrandyte
Community Association. “If a
train is late, which often hap-
pens, then it is easy to miss the
next bus and be left waiting for
an hour.

“The government has no trou-
ble spending money on roads,
but if the public transport sys-
tem was improved the roads
wouldn’t need as much money
spent on them.”

Several significant improve-
ments on the Hurstbridge rail
line will impact on local resi-
dents who commute to the city.
The development of another
track and bridge at Westgarth
will improve the rail service by
making inbound trains run
faster as they won’t have to
wait for oncoming trains.

There is also provision to de-
velop a later train service from
the city. Currently trains stop at
around midnight, meaning late

night commuters have to either
arrange alternative transport or
catch a taxi, costing up to $100
from the CBD to Warrandyte.

A spokesperson for Manning-
ham council said, “The plan is
amajor breakthrough and a sig-
nificant paradigm shift. It is
wonderful to have the state gov-
ernment focus their thinking
and considerable resources on
the vital issue of transport.

“Council expects that there
should be many benefits to the
Doncaster corridor. We will
need time to appreciate the full
detail, the extent of the pro-
gram and its local impact.”

In Manningham, the plan will
include improvements to
Doncaster metropolitan bus
services and increased service
hours and frequency. However,
Warrandyte is not included in
the plan, despite being a key
access point into Doncaster
and Templestowe from Ring-
wood and the eastern suburbs.

Great for business.

Your business.

Time is money. So time spent
unravelling complex finances is money
wasted for your business. That's why
to simplify your banking and help you
meet your business requirements,
Bendigo Bank offers one-to-one
personal service and a complete range
of banking products and services
including:

retail banking facilities

an allin-one electronic banking
service with e-personal banking
and e-business banking on

one screen

fixed and variable interest
commercial loans

cost-effective finance for business
vehicles, office and business
equipment

international products and services
including foreign exchange

Warrandyte

lines of credit on working accounts
a choice of money market
products.

These products are issued by
Bendigo Bank Limited. You should
obtain a copy of the Product
Disclosure Statement ("PDS") or terms
and conditions and consider them
before deciding whether to acquire or
continue to hold any of our financial
products. These are available from
your nearest Bendigo Bank branch or
online at www.bendigobank.com.au.

For more information call into
144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte or phone
9844 2233.

If you are interested in attending
one of our forthcoming business
networking dinners, please contact
Branch Manager Mark Challen at the

branch.

Community Bank’Branch Bendigo Bank

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. This information is provided by Bendigo Bank
Limited and Warrandyte Community Financial Services Limited. If you want to contact us or have any
concerns about our services you can phone Bendigo Bank Limited 7 days a week on 1300 366 666 or
contact Warrandyte Community Financial Services Limited, 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, VIC 3113 or
phone (03) 9844 2233. Bendigo Bank Limited, Fountain Court, Bendigo, VIC 3550, ABN 11 068 049 178,

AFSL 237879. (59243) (08/05)
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Anne Marie Reid
Landscape and
Garden Solutions
Specialising in Garden
Cleanups & Maintenance

0408 323 330
Ph/Fax 9844 0713

WARRANDYTE
*x GLASS *x*

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower

screens
Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
| Mobile: 0418 369 294

Servicing all aspects of your
swimming pool and spa

Specialising in regular
programmed maintenance and
water quality.

Fully accredited technician
Over 20 years experience

OSTEOPATH

in Warrandyte

An Osteopath can help with:
e back & neck pain
e headaches & migraines
* joint pain
e sports injuries
e sciatica
e back pain with pregnancy
¢ and much more...

Warrandyte Osteopathy
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte 98 4 4 2 465




The Warrandyte Community
Association has dealt with a
variety of issues this year, in-
cluding defence of the Green
Wedge, gate closure and fund-
ing at Warrandyte State Park
and a wide range of planning
problems.

Traffic gridlock and the poor
state of local public transport
have been stand-out issues.

In a newsletter distributed to
members, WCA president, Dick
Davies, reported that the asso-
ciation had held a successful
forum on traffic issues late last
year.

The forum attracted 90 peo-
ple and was well received. Five
overall concerns emerged: traf-
fic volume, emergency access,
pedestrian safety, public trans-
port and the need to maintain
the character and community
feel of the area.

“The direct outcome has been
the setting up of a traffic sub-
committee,” Mr Davies said.
The sub-committee will discuss
with school committees the
possibility of reducing car traf-
fic to and from schools, explore
options for walking tracks and
investigate improved bus serv-
ices.

“Manningham council re-

mains committed to re-zoning
the Green Wedge to allow fur-
ther development of the
Donvale Christian School,” Mr
Davies said.

“WCA has a mandate from its
membership to protect the
Green Wedge (non-urban ar-
eas). While WCA recognises
that the school has been on its
site since the 1970s, we have
opposed the current amend-
ment application for rezoning
for a number of reasons.”

These include in-principle
opposition to “spot rezonings”;
education centres are no longer
permissible within the zone;
works applied for appear exces-
sive and contrary to the pur-
pose and objectives of the
Green Wedge.

“The (renovation) of the Gos-
pel Chapel, about which we had
voiced concerns earlier, is now
settled to good effect.”

WCA has established a sub-
committee to identify economi-
cally viable yet environmentally
sustainable activities in the
Green Wedge.

“Fire is always a concern, and
we met with State Park officers
to discuss fuel management.
However, the under-funding of
Warrandyte State Park remains

SCOOPS

Warrandyte resident Ian
Penrose has been honoured
by Environment Victoria, re-
ceiving their Volunteer Con-
servation Award.

The award was made earlier
this month as part of the
World Environment Day cel-

River activist

pool

ebrations.

“Mr Penrose, a leading mem-
ber of the Yarra Riverkeepers
Association, won the award
for his outstanding contribu-
tion in promoting the Yarra
River as a resource that needs
protecting,” an Environment
Victoria spokesperson told
the Diary.

“Local heroes across the
country are working to secure
Australia’s future and we
wanted to acknowledge their
efforts.

“lan Penrose has done an
amazing job down on the
Yarra, raising its profile among
local communities, getting his
hands dirty protecting and
enhancing the river.

“He has played a vital role
educating the local Yarra River
communities about why we
must protect this river—
which provides 70 percent of
Melbourne’s drinking water,”
the spokesperson said.

“More than a million people
live in the Yarra catchment,”
lan Penrose said. “Our mission
is to raise awareness across
these communities about
both the plight and the de-
lights of the Yarra and how all
of us can help care for the
river.”

Dick Davies: “mandate
from its members”.

a worry and we have lobbied
state MPs on that.

“One manifestation of smaller
budgets is their decision to
leave the park gates open at
night, which encourages hooli-
ganism—which is why they
were locked in the first place!”

WCA has been represented at
community planning work-
shops in Nillumbik and on a fo-

Tratfic conce
drive WCAy

rum to develop an “ageing strat-
egy” in Manningham.

The strategy will identify
types of services required by
older people. This could in-
clude planning for appropriate
housing, recreation and leisure
programs and better transport
options. Community comment
will be sought on the draft strat-
egy later in the year.

“The association presented at |

the state government’'s commu-
nity cabinet in Nillumbik. In ad-
dition there have been numer-
ous meetings with councillors,”
Mr Davies said.

“WCA made a submission to
the community cabinet. It met
with officers from the depart-
ment of planning and environ-
ment to discuss submissions to
VCAT, expressing concern that
in several recent decisions,
VCAT ignored the clear intent of
environmental planning provi-
sions, guidelines and policies.”

The annual general meeting of
WCA will be held at 8pm on
Thursday, July 13 at the Senior
Citizens Clubrooms in Taroona
Avenue. Everyone is welcome.

“Come and meet your politi-

cians and discuss critical issues |

facing Warrandyte,” Mr Davies
said.

WCA champions
sporting issues

The Warrandyte Community
Association has been active
this year in two projects aimed
at improving sporting options
for young people in the area.

These include a home for the
Warrandyte Netball Club and
the establishment of a canoe
club for younger children.

“The Warrandyte Netball Club
was established in 1952, WCA
president Dick Davies said. “It
currently has about 180 playing
members and many supporting
parents.

“It competes against other
clubs every week on outdoor
courts at the Templestowe Lei-
sure Centre.” These courts ac-
commodate about 60 competi-
tive games, from Under-11 to
Open Age each week.

Almost all of the 19
Warrandyte teams train at the
Warrandyte Recreation Reserve
and training is squeezed in be-
tween school finishing time and
dusk on week nights.

“Supporting infrastructure is
almost non-existent,” Mr Davies
said. “Canvassing council and
the local power supplier over
many years has failed to pro-
vide the girls with even a light.

“Their sporting equipment is
housed nearby and there is no-
where for the club to convene

meetings, socialise, instruct up-
and-coming coaches and play-
ers or take refuge from bad
weather during those long win-
ter months.”

WCA discussed with the
Warrandyte Senior Citizens
Club and the Warrandyte Foot-
ball Club the possibility of part-
nership options.

“The football club responded
very positively to some ideas
for developing shared infra-
structure and we are very opti-

mistic that this could be the |
beginning of a productive part- |

nership,” Mr Davies said.

WCA has suggested that “it
would be great if Warrandyte
could have its own canoe club
for primary age students. The
Yarra River provides both a rec-
reational space and a perfect
bush setting.”

Interest has been received
from Warrandyte and Ander-

sons Creek primary schools |
and from a local enterprise, Ad- |

venture Canoeing.

“There could be a connection
between the canoe club project
and the restoration of the old
dairy building below Yarra
Street,” Mr Davies said. “The
old dairy could provide practi-
cal facilities shelter, instruc-
tional space and storage.”

Zoloto’y Restauwwrant
Dinwner Thury, Fri, Sat
6.30pm > Late

daytime cafe, The Riverfront Deli, with asv

Zoloto’sy @ The Riverfront

* Quality Food & Service

* Fully Licenced and BYO

* Relaxed friendly atmosphere

* Private Functions

* Extensively renovated

* Three talented & creative Chefs
Riverfront Deli Café
Breakfast & Lunch

Daily from Yamv except Mon

New local Warrandyte owners since July 05 — employing
local people and increasing use of local produce

148 Yowra Street, Wawrandyte
(by Bendigo Bank)

9844 0520

STONEHOUSE

GALLERY

EXHIBITION -
June 1st — 31th 2006
“In Harmony”
Clay and Photography
by Robyn Carter — Petal O'Dell — Merryn Auldist

Visit the new Stonehouse Gallery to find that special gift
created by local artists.
103 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3629
OPEN DAILY 10am—5pm

RESEARCH MOWERS
& CHAINSAWS

1532 Main Road, Research
Phone: 9437 1393
SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS

DEREK THE
HANDYMAN

%%?
A7

Decks, Pergolas, Tiling,
Bathroom Renovations,
Painting, Gutters & More

Call 9844 2284 or
0402 913 113

TANKATOCK

Is ready to rock your world...

Rock Band for Hire

Any party or fundtion
Spedialists in birthday parties —
2ist, 30th, 40th, S0th
Why not have it at the Mechanics Hall
Covers from Kelly Clarkson, Avril,
Kylie, Green Day and Christine
to A(/DC, Led Zeppelin, Divinyls,
Stanes, Status Quo and Deep Purple
Demo (D available
DICK PENGELLEY
9844 0525 or D407 816 711

TRY

KINESIOLOGY
RISK FREE*

*Ask Graham about this special offer

Graham Hocking
Dip Health Science

Empowering your wellbeing at Earth Harmony
Phone 9844 5155 Mobile 0419 572 023

PHOENIX
INSTITUTE OF VICTORIA

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact Nyrelle
(03) 9510 4264
15 Chatham Street, Prahran 3181
P.0. Box 1137, Windsor 3181
Email: info@phoenixinstitute.com.au

Become a counsellor

PHOENIX DIPLOMAS 2007

FULL TIME AUSTUDY AVAILABLE & PART-TIME

DIPLOMA IN TRANSPERSONAL COUNSELLING (51432)
DIPLOMA IN TRANSPERSONAL ART THERAPY (51431)

Diplomas include12 modules covering: dream work, mythology, archetypal psychology, ritual process, states
of consciousness, traditional healing systems, client centred counselling skills, indudtion states, art therapy,

psycho-spiritual crisis — emergence, personal and life mapping.

ACCREDITION: Phoenix Diplomas are IKON International approved and accredited under the Australian National Training
Authority (ANTA), the Australian Counselling Association (ACA) and the National Charter for Notural Health Professionals and
(SNTR). The Phoenix Institute delivers IKON Diplomas. The Phoenix Institute is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO 21582)

www.phoenixinstitute.com.auwv

2007 ENROLMENT (Melbourne):
INFORMATION EVENINGS
4/8,1/9, 27110, 2411 2006, 26/01/07 ot 7.30pm
at Phoenix Institute, 15 Chatham St Prahran

-
s \

] IKON \‘
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Warrandyte resident and apprentice jew-
eller, Joel Drew, has struck gold at the
National WorldSkills Championships held
at Jeff's Shed last month.

Under the intense pressure of an audi-
ence of thousands, the constant scrutiny
of the judges, and fierce competition from
apprentices and qualified jewellers alike,
Joel's skill shone through to win him the
gold medal for jewellery.

Joel had three six-hour days to com-
plete a complicated brooch design from a
drawing presented to the competitors at
the commencement of the competition.

The 18ct gold pieces were assessed at
the end of competition according to
stage of completion, accuracy of meas-
urements, interpretation of design, and
general appearance of completed piece.

Joel's win may gain him a place at the
International WorldSkills competition in
Japan next year.

It has been quite a run of success for
Joel, who is currently a third-year appren-
tice jeweller with Ruby Tuesday Jewellery

n Warrandyte. He has also been awarded
Apprentice of the Year by Northern Mel-
bourne Institute of TAFE, which he at-
tends as part of his training.

Joel said that while winning the gold
medal was a surprising bonus, competing
n such a challenging environment has
been an invaluable lesson as well as an
unexpectedly sociable and fun experi-

ence

ﬂsmmove
Jenkellerd

240 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 4600
www.rubytuesdayjewellery.com.au

etg

ymnastics

KINDER JETS & FUN GYM

Did you know that Gymnastics can greatly enhance the learn-
ing development in your child. Come and do a FREE Try out
class to see what its all about.

TJerm3 S
Bring in this Ad and rec
rs Only

Call 9439 6571 for more info or check our website

www.jetsgym.com.au

caring qualified

staff

stimulating

indoor and outdoor
program

nature walks and
farmyard animals

art and craft
vegie patch

music and
movement

2-course lunch
plus morning &

afternoon tea

free nappy service
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KAREN ELVIN
Shiatsu
Cherapy

NOW AVAILABLE AT
SIMPLY NATURAL THERAPIES

FOR BOOKINGS CALL
9842 7033

0402 408 663

Testimonial

Without Sophie and the

wonderful staff at Junior’s

Farm wed be lost! We have

been coming to Junior’s Farm

for two and a half years now

and our two children run from

the car and beat us to the door each

morning we arrive. Our arrival is always

Ist.
WARRANDYTE
PARK ORCHARDS

SCOUT GROUP

New look for Scout hall

By STUART TEATHER

| Warrandyte's Scout hall is re-

ceiving a $51,000 upgrade,
funded entirely by Manningham
council.

The works, including a new
roof, boards and a paint job, are
expected to be completed by
the end of June, within plenty
of time for the Scout hall’s 50th
anniversary next year.

According to local Scout
leader Don Hughes, the coun-
cil's decision to renovate
Warrandyte’s Scout hall was in
recognition of the work the
group does in the community.

“I think the council is happy
with the growth and prosperity
that our Scout group has shown.
They want to reinforce positive
youth work,” Mr Hughes said.

Warrandyte's renovations are
the first in a series of changes
to Manningham'’s Scout struc-
ture, with several Scout halls to
receive upgrades in coming
years, and three to be demol-
ished.

The 50 year anniversary of the
Warrandyte Scout hall coin-
cides with the 100 year anniver-
sary of Scouts worldwide.

Australia will mark the occa-

sion with a jamboree at Elmore
in northern Victoria, which will
be attended by 13 Warrandyte
Scouts.

The Scouting Movemenrt be-
gan in 1907, with the first camp
held on Brown Sea Island, in
England. Since then, Scouts has
become the biggest youth or-
ganisation in the world, with
over 17 million members.

Before Warrandyte had a
Scout hall, Mr Hughes says the
group met under a lantern by
the river, until chilly parents
decided to hold raffles to raise
money for a hall.

'PLUMBER AND GASFITTER'

CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS
| Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte |

| JOHN RYAN 9844 2552

MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 |

greeted warmly and we feel that the staff are

genuinely interested in the children and our family. At the
end of the day the children are happily exhausted having
played, danced and sung their way through a stimulating and
creative program of indoor and outdoor activities and during
the ride home we get to hear all about it! My husband and I
cannot recommend Junior’s Farm highly enough to any
families who may be considering sending their children to

child care.

Michelle & Steve Wells
Wonga Park

= JUNIOR'S FARM —

e

CHILD CARE CENTRE

11 Floods Road, Warrandyte

access from Research Road via Stony Creek
Road or Kangaroo Ground Road

Phone 9844 0777 Fax 9844 1551




Local residents are being
asked to consider whom they
might like to nominate as
Manningham’s Volunteer of
the Year.
Mayor, Cr Pat Young, said
has a long and

ed history of vol-
unteering, with thousands of
residents regularly giving
their time, talents and re-
sources for the betterment of
the local community.

“In Manningham, there are
approximately 50 charity or-
ganlsauons, and more than

00 community groups cover-
ing the areas of health, wel-
fare, aged services, emer-
gency services, sport, envi-
ronment, culture, animal wel-
fare, religion, and other sec-
tors.”

“We are currently working
to finalise the details of the
nomination process and the
selection criteria. It is antici-
pate that the nomination
forms and selection criteria
will be available in July,” Cr
Young said.

The award will be pre-
sented on International Vol-
unteers Day in December.

An ear to the past

By JOANNE GREEN

Residents and visitors can now
eavesdrop on Warrandyte's
}Jast followlng the installation
ast month of six soundposts at
various sites around the town.

By pushing each of a series of
buttons on the posts, passers-
by can listen to recordings
cataloguing our rich history.

“I believe it's the first of its
kind in Manningham,” Gina
Bevan-Jones of the Historical
Society told the Diary. “It's a
%;')od thing that they chose

arrandyte to install these.
They will complement our art-
ists trail very well.”

The posts form a trail and
have been placed in Whipstick
Gully, outside the old post of-
fice, outside the Mechanic’s In-
stitute, the community centre,
at the Federation playspace and
outside the Stone House.

Each button on the posts has
arecorded passage—speech or
music which lasts around five
minutes—dealing with various
aspects of Warrandyte’s herit-
age.

he posts at Whipstick Gully
and the Stone House inform
visitors of Warrandyte's gold
mining history and include in-
formation on the different
goldmines, mining techniques
and the story of Bill Hartrick
who worked the Caledonia
mine.

The post at the Stone House
also features the story of past
store owners Daisy and Violet
Hawkes as well as information
about Warrandyte’s potters.

Other posts provide detailed
information about our indig-
enous forbears, the Wurundjeri
people. The post at the Mechan-
ics Institute relates the history

of that venerable organisation
and the group that has inher-
ited its role in the community,
the Warrandyte Arts Associa-
tion.

The posts have been installed
by Manningham council “with
assistance from the Mechanics
Institute and the Historical So-
ciety,” Gina Bevan-Jones said.
We provided the historical in-
formation.”

Others in the local community
have been involved, including
the Warrandyte Theatre Com-
pany, who performed the his-
torical “conversations” and
Anderson’s Creek and

Warrandyte primary schools.
The kids contributed old bush
songs for two of the posts. Most
of the funding was provided by
Manningham council with as-
sistance from the Warrandyte
Community Bank.

ng
for all breeds of
dogs

Call Linda on 9844 3686

135 Harris Guily Rd Warrandyte 3113

Warrandyte
Veterinary Clmtc

Mon-Fri: 9.30-11am & 4pm-6.30pm

Caterlng for all small animals,
exotics and wildlife.

Dr Derek ]. Fairley B.vsc)
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment—Phone 9844 3071

Saturday: 9.30am-12 noon

WE CARRY A FULL
PET PRODUCT RANGE

Billanook College Tour

Come and see what creates our success

Saturday 15 July

10.30am

For further information:

Phone Registrar on: 9724 1179
registrar@billanook.vic.edu.au
On-line: www.billanook.com.au

Email:

+* RSVP Essential

- We look forward to showing you around our College
- Morning Tea and Tour start promptly at 10.30am

Billanook College

Beyond Academic Excellence

Sillancek College i+ 2
Memdir of Rpund Sguare

We now also offer:

SSENTIALLY

AIR

'BY EMMA

A reward for your continued patronage.

+ Mens - Ladies - Children'’s hair cuts.

+ Foiling & Colouring.
+ Perms & body waves.

+ Formal Deb and Wedding hair do's.

+ Balmain Hair Extensions - Makes short hair long instantly,
or add a flash of colour to your hair without colouring.!

+10% Discount - When 2 or more kids of the same family have hair cuts together.
+10% Seniors Discount - Tuesday to Friday 9am - 3pm.

+ 5% Discount - When you re book your next appointment - after you have
had your hair done. Discount applies on your next visit
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( Next door to the Video Store )

104 YARRA STREET
WARRANDYTE VIC 3113

Wednesday & Friday 9 ~ 5.30pm

Tuesday & Thursday 9~ 9.00pm
Saturday 8.00 ~ 2.00 pm

&bssentially Jair ...

SPECIAL OFFER
5 FREE FOILS

With a Hair cut & Colour

Mention this coupon when booking and surrender to redeem offer

‘S 9844 0898

Vaiid until July 31st 2006

&ssentially Jair ...

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE KIDS HAIR CUT

with a paying mens haircut
Mention this coupon when booking and surrender to redeem offer.

S 9844 0898

* =12 Years and under only

Vaikt unbl July 31st 2008
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o0 years without slumbering

The Warrandyte Arts
Association celebrated
its 50th anniversary
last month. JEREMY
LOFTUS-HILLS
reflects on the WAA
story...

M| HE 1940s saw a new kind

| * of resident arrive in

‘ Warrandyte—profes-

| sional families with ur-
< N ban tastes and suburban
expectations. Joan Golding
(WAA's founding secretary) was
one of the first.

Joan remembers feeling differ-
ent: “The locals were amazed
when they heard that my hus-
band Ron was commuting to the
city each day.” Not that she met
many locals to begin with. “We
moved to Warrandyte in 1944. In
those days | was so shy that |
would cross the street if | saw
somebody coming my way.”

Joan gradually gained confi-
dence while organising such
community events as balls, con-
certs and plays. “Whatever we
wanted—entertainment, a chil-
dren’s play group or a tennis
court—we had to organise for
ourselves. It was mostly done by
women, working on committees
of the Women’s Hospital Auxil-
iary, Red Cross or the Country
Women's Association.”

By 1955 Joan knew that she and
her friends had outgrown the
limitations of these all-female
groups and with Vern Davidson
established the WAA. “We called
a meeting to form a drama group
and were amazed at how many
people turned up. Not only ac-
tors, but also potters, painters,
artisans, writers and musicians.”

Key amongst them was pianist
Ann Arnold. She had acquired
her love of fine music in her
youth, inspired in part by the
teachers at the experimental
Koornong school (then in what is
now Koornong Crescent, North
Warrandyte).

“You had to be pretty keen to
go to a concert in the city—a
long trip winding through the
suburbs,” she recalled, “so it was
really exciting to have our own
arts group. We could decide
what concerts to put on. We
started to organise informal mu-
sic evenings in each other’s
homes.

B %

to the front wall of the hall.

“Musicians would come with
their friends and family. There
was always a special place for
the children. Later, in the 1970s I
was impressed by one of the chil-
dren in particular, Phoebe
Briggs. She became my student.
Phoebe loved music with a pas-
sion like | did. Even as a child
she could express deep and sub-
tle feelings on the piano.”

By 1978 the association had
presented 90 concerts and plays.
The pottery classes had waiting
lists. The painters’ group was re-
cording healthy sales from
monthly exhibitions. The musi-
cians’ homes could barely con-
tain the number of enthusiasts
and the craft group had bur-
geoned. The WAA had come of
age and was now meeting impor-
tant community needs.

“We moved to Warrandyte in
1977, Jenny Harkin recalled.
“The first thing I did was join the
theatre group. First | was work-
ing front-of-house, then my big
break came when I played Clytie,

WAA president Ken Virtue attaches a new sign

Marjorie and her po

-
-
-

the butterfly in ‘The Insect Com-
edy’. Before | knew it I was
drama representative on the
WAA central committee.” It was a
fluid and easy immersion into a
community she now loves with a
passion.

The Warrandyte Mechanics In-
stitute Hall had always been
WAA's unofficial home. By the
1970s it had fallen into such a
state of disrepair that demolition
threatened. WAA saved the day
by amalgamating with the
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute,
forming the WMI&AA and assum-
ing responsibility for the hall.
This enabled the raising of funds
and the renovation of the build-
ing.

Long-serving pottery coordina-
tor Marjorie Beecham recounted
many stories—about retrieving
dysfunctional clay from a Kanga-
roo Ground quarry and potting

tters have been applying the
finishing touches to their sculpture.

in the makeshift studio in the old
bakery. “There were no windows,
and [ remember potting as the
hail rained onto my legs—you
couldn’t see a thing if the door
was closed.

“We have always run weekly
workshops where students learn
all aspects of the potter’s craft.
Over the years we have com-
pleted four community
projects—including installations
at The Pines and the Federation
Path in Warrandyte. We finished
the two sculptures by the front
door of the hall just in time for
the 50th anniversary.

“You know, we never asked any-
one for anything—except hot wa-
ter. It’s not that we asked for hot
water, but about four years ago
Ken (Virtue, the Association
president) heard we didn’t have
it so he installed it. Other than
that, our clay, kilns, glazes, eve-
rything we have, we bought out
of funds we raised.”

Ann Arnold, WAA music group stalwart, teaches piano in

Conveyed through subtle nu-
ance, Marjorie and her fellow
travellers express highly valued
aspects of Australian culture that
many believe are extinct. A kind
of self-reliant bush inventiveness
mixed with mateship and mutual
support. It’s a unique and pre-
cious thing, more valuable to
some than all the gold extracted
from the Caledonia seam, and
passed on to the young in a mul-
titude of ways.

Matt Moran (now 20) reputedly
slept in his bassinet on top of the
piano while his mother re-
hearsed for the Warrandyte Fol-
lies. “Now I'm studying public re-
lations at RMIT. Last Christmas I
directed my first play in
Warrandyte. It was called ‘The
Accidental Death of an Anarchist’
and it has four main characters.
There was a problem with one of
the parts, so I stepped in and
played it myself.”

Matt spoke of his interest in
film and radio, new forms of self
expression and the convergence
of the media. He is looking for-
ward to incorporating new tech-
nologies in future productions.

Ann Arnold’s erstwhile stu-
dent—Phoebe Briggs—who now
works in Sydney as a repetiteur
pianist for Opera Australia, re-
lated what was special about her
time with the WAA.

“The music group was always a
warm and welcoming audience
where everyone was encouraged
to play for the love of it. People
of all ages and experience came
together and encouraged each
other to ‘give it a go’ in a friendly
no-pressure environment.”

And the future? “Obviously,
Warrandyte is a different place
now,” Phoebe said. “It’s changed
so much, even in my lifetime.
Much of the work of the WAA is
bearing down on several key in-
dividuals. So there will be
change in the coming years,
there has to be. But whatever
happens, I hope the WAA retains
its unique character—spontane-
ity, camaraderie and an abiding
love and respect for the creative
process.”

The night-time celebrations on
May 27 moved through many
moods—the buzz of gossip, the
glow of nostalgia, the anarchy of
vaudeville and the joy of half-for-
gotten melodies. The lyrics of
the grandfather clock song echo:
“It stopped short, never to go
again when the old man died...”
Let us hope the Warrandyte Arts
Association never dies, but con-
tinues to navigate the hills and
valleys of generational change
these next 50 years.

Pictures by
JEREMY LOFTUS-HILLS

the after-school program at Warrandyte Primary School.
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ORODUCT REQUEST SHEET If there is any product
that you can't get at our store
and you would like us to stock

DRTES <t mate st S ER R

BRAND: «.oevesimemmerions syt S S AGES

Py o duv - 5 T it“ TELL US!

Fill in this form and hand it to
. one of our cashiers and we will
QuETOMER'S -+ S endeavour to get the product in and
BTV S —————— gtock " pemanen ﬂy.

B o ONE: ...

B CGHIERS NAVE: Orga"icJ olrganicJ Organic

WINNING MEAT DEPT

= We now have a range of organic
' meats available for your selection.
~  Organic meats are grown and
| produced within the order of nature.
All products are free from
pesticides, herbicides & growth
hormones.

WARRANDYTE DIARY VICTORY IGA Products include:

($100 Shopping Voucher)

Citizen of the Month
Pauline Cross

In recognition of many years service to the
Warrandyte Arts Association

G - () K

402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte

Telephone: 9844 3089 ¢ Facsimile: 9844 4866
Email: victoryiga@localgrocer.com.au
Website: www.victoryiga.localgrocer.com. au

PROUD MAJOR SPONSOR OF THE WARRANDYTE FOOTBALL CLUB
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make winter work for you
Ah Spring, the flowers blooming, the birds singing, the perfect time to consider moving...or is it?

Spring is the ideal time to market their home, but did you know that Winter offers numerous benefits to savvy homeowners? Winter can be a great time
e to potential purchasers, as traditionally there are fewer properties available in the marketplace. Coming in from the cold at open-for-inspections really
fntialPurchasers a sense of how welcoming your home is, but preparation is the key. To ensure your home is a standout favourite, imagine yourself as a potential
and ask, “Is my home warm and inviting?” Here are a few tips to make Winter really work for you:

@ let there be light! open all blinds and curtains & prune garden bushes/trees that may be blocking natural light. Turn on all the lights so your home has a warm and
inviting glow from the street. Table lamps offer a nice warm light and are excellent placed near windows. -*«

@ light my fire turn on the heating at least one hour before open-for-inspections & if you have a working open fireplace, light the fire.

® mood music soft ambient music creates a relaxed and inviting atmosphere.

@ caution, slippery when wet remove moss and leaves from paths and decking.

@ snuggle up think about the tones & texture of your soft furnishings, are they warm and inviting?

@ how's your street appeal? thmk about the exterior of your home if you have a spring garden consider adding potted colour.

warrandyte for sale warrandyte e auction
expressions of interest invited auction | lam Sat 8 July unless sold prior
buyer enquiry range $440k-$480k buyer enquiry range low to mid $400s

4 BR + study home situated in one of Newly renovated 3BR home on near level 1/4 acre.
s loveliest family ; Large lounge/dining, new kitchen & meals area, freshly
polished boards. In-ground spa, deck & fully fenced
rear gardens. Double auto garage & workshop. Walk
to river, village, schools and transport.

-
warrandyte north for sale
expressions of interest invited
buyer enquiry range $520k-$560k

What features are on wish list? Level landscaped

new kitchen, 4 living areas perhaps? This home

it all! 3 bedrooms. New kitchen. Formal dining,

sepumfom-llotmmiuwnl dining, rumpus with

wet bar. Deck and in-ground pool. Double garage &
double carport.
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House

Warrandyte
Neighbourhood

168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte

|_TERM 3 COURSES & WORKSHOPS |

THE ARTS

Busy Needles (weekly craft group) Tues am
Professional Writing Tues pm
Community Choir Mon pm

Mosaics Thurs pm

Fairies, Elves, Witches (make your
own from femo and fabric) Wed pm
Children's Drawing Mon, Tues pm
LIFE SKILLS

Laughter Workshop Sat

Book Club Wed pm (monthly)
Monthly Discussion and Lunch Group
Fri monthly

GARDENING AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Cottage Plants for Native Gardens
Tues am

ENROLMENTS FROM 26/6/06
TERM STARTS JULY 3rd
ENQUIRIES: 9844 1839

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Yoga Mon pm

Introduction to Natural Therapies Fri pm
Nia: The joy of movement (dance for
fitness) Mon am

Tai Chi Tues pm

Pilates Tues am, Wed pm

Tibetan Mediation Fri pm

Bollywood Dancing Tues pm

Strong Women Stay Young Tues, Fri am
Monday Walking Group Mon am

LANGUAGE
French Club Wed pm

SUPPORT GROUPS
Mental lliness Support Group Fri pm
Men'’s Group Wed pm

Website: www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

David
city

Commu

Computers:

Repairs Advice Cleanup
Virus Removed

CD Burners installed

Telephones:

Building Cabling Moves
Extra Phone Sockets
ACA Licensed Cabler

THE REPAIR SHOP

niccmons

Economical Repairs to:
TVs Microwaves VCRs
Hi-Fi Computers

CD Players Appliances
Phones Dishwashers
Electric Tools Dryers
Washing Machines, etc

David Hogg
9844 1858

FOR PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
FRIENDLY SERVICE
PHONE

concrele_innovations@yahoo.com

CONCRETE INNOVATIONS

STUART - 0400 442 533
DARREN - 0400 442 633

® Exposed Aggregate

® Siate Impression

® Faux Brick

= Coloured Concrete

= Natural Stone Paving
= Retaining Walls

= Water Features

® Garage & Shed Floors

= Steps & Ramps

DIARY MINI ADS

ELWOOD Two bedroom ground
floor unit with renovated kitchen in
quiet area close to beach. Sixmonth
plus rental available at $280 per
week. Ring 9844 3174 or text 0400
069 303.

DOG WALKER: Give your dog the
exercise it needs by calling Rachel
on 9844 0497. Reasonable rates.

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful
ceremonies for all occasions. John
Byme 9844 2155, 0418 995 189.

CIVIL MARRIAGE CELEBRANT
Gina Andrews. Friendly, professional
service. 9844 2402 or 0414 946 757.

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 25 yrs, (Autocad 16 yrs).
Ring lan 8844 5279, 0401 050 191.
FORD LASER 1988 manual. A/C,
P/S, 12 months reg. Lovely
condition. 0438 089 535.

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Ceremonies
with style and meaning. Susan Daff,
9844 3121 or 0417 353 026.

BEAUTIFUL STAINED GLASS
Fabulous panels to fit any window
or door and enhance your home.
Any style, small panels a specialty.
Free quotes. Shan 9712 0024.

BULLYING Are you being bullied or
harassed at work, school or at
home? You can stop this feeling of
intimidation with just three sessions
of PSH. Ring Kathie on 9844 2322,

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings,
child name-giving and renewals.
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726.
Website: www.bruceshand.com.au

WANT SOMETHING KNOWN? A
Diary mini-ad is the cheapest way
to send your message to the
Warrandyte community. $5.00 for
4 lines, then $1 each additional line,
prepaid. Phone 9844 3819.

Vegie paradise: an’ that
IS your bloomin’ lot!

CENE 1: A vegetable

garden in autumn; an

area about seven by

eight metres. It has the

remains of some to-
mato plants that have seen bet-
ter times, some ageing zucchini
vines, a few remnant lettuces,
and a collection of stakes, tied
tepee fashion in the middle of a
well-tilled vegie plot. Into this
scene walks Roger. He surveys
the scene then smiles, know-
ingly.

Scene 2: Roger on the phone.
He is wearing a tweed jacket,
moleskins, gumboots and a
Harris Tweed cap so he is obvi-
ously ready for gardening. The
phone book is open at the gar-
den supplies section

Scene 3: Herself tempting
Roger to a cup of tea and
scones, jam and cream. In the
background, the vegie garden is
cleaned and the vegetable mat-
ter is shredded and is just about
to be forked into the substan-
tial compost bins, positioned
just inside the gate to the vegie
garden.

Scene 4: Trucks depositing
dark loam, bales of compost
straw, bags of lime, pelletised
fertiliser, packets of seeds and
tray after tray of different types
of magnificent vegetable seed-
lings.

Scene 5: Close-ups of the re-
juvenated vegetable plots. They
have all been covered in a thick
layer of worm-drenched, com-
post-rich loam.

Scene 6: All the seedlings are
planted, are staked in prepara-
tion for instant growth and
Roger is just about to put the
finishing touches to the last bit
of straw compost between the
plastic-protected, pruned

“Everything
they plant
reaches full
height and be-
gins bearing
within a fort-
night. | planted
some broccoli
seedlings and
they lasted a
week...”

strawberry runners. To this
point, his gumboots are still
pristine, his jacket is unbut-
toned and the only hint that
there has been some physical
exertion is the glow on the brow
of his finely chiselled,
outdoorsy face.

Scene 7: The vegetable plants
are now growing well and Roger
is feeding the beds with bags
full of sheep, chicken and cow
manure. This, of course is after
the rows have been lightly
raked to rid them of the odd
errant weed that has drifted
into his garden paradise. He
stands, smiling, obviously imag-

ining plates full of steaming,
nutritious, home-grown vegeta-
bles.

Scene 8: A luxuriant vegetable
garden. Bees buzz, worms per-
form yoga in the turned sods,
the plants groan under the
weight of sun-ripened produce
and Herself and Roger glow
with good health. The scene
dissolves into a sunburst of
feel-goodness.

If only!

The advantage the TV garden-
ing program has over reality is
the “Cut!” camera direction. On
the screen, all you see are the
edited highlights. In the same
way that the sex scenes in mov-
ies avoid the realities of paren-
tal exhaustion, cold bedrooms,
back problems, mess and all-
encompassing worries about
finances, the gardening pro-
grams also avoid the realities of
vegie gardening.

In the TV program, you never
see the difficulties of getting the
delivered produce from the
front nature strip, up the drive-
way, around the impossibly
tight corners of the house,
across the boggy back lawn to
the minute space left in a cor-
ner of the vegie plot, at present
housing a cross and some
wilted flowers, left after the re-
cent moving ceremony on the
occasion of Rover's passing.

Nor do they ever run out of
bag after bag of manure, rich
topsoil and lime to add to the
compost heap, in my case com-
post slime. Each time I watch
one of TV's salt-of-the-earth gar-
deners deliver throwaway lines
about not forgetting to turn the
heap or to remember to keep it
“alive” with more topsoil and
fertiliser, I want to kill. No one |

know is able to keep spare
mounds of “mouth-wateringly
good” soil on standby in case
the compost heap cries out for
a good going over.

Nor do the TV shows worry
about costs. Have you seen the
way they prepare the beds for
the next season’s crop?

“Just spread on this one tonne
bag of Isa Brown’s pelletised
chook manure, these two enor-
mous bags full of ground rein-
deer antler, a truckload of de-
signer and organically certified
chemicals and dig it in no
deeper than half a metre so that
the worms from your worm
farm will be forced to come to
the surface.”

Nor do they ever seem to have
any pests or crappy seedlings.
Everything they plant reaches
full height and begins bearing
within a fortnight. I planted
some broccoli seedlings and
they lasted a week until some
feathered creature found them
and ate every leaf. They must
have been adolescent birds be-
cause they didn’t eat the hard
stems. The lot before that were
eaten by snails or cut worms or
badgers or rabbits or... Those
that weren't eaten developed
root rot.

Despite all this, I'm not de-
feated. I've just watched an-
other gardening program that
advocates a no-dig method. No
fussing about with all that
heavy soil. Evidently it's simple.
All I need is 10 or so bales of
straw, a cubic metre of old
newspapers, well rotted leaves
from the Magic Faraway Tree
and a full-time quaintsy gar-
dener.

ROGER KIBELL

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

» Taxation Return Preparation
« Electronic Lodgement Service
¢ Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE

9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

& Welll

) Harmony) Shop

emg Centre

® Crystals, Silver Crystal Jewellery...
® Books, Music, Incense, Cards, Gifts...
® Therapies, Readings, Classes, Workshops...

272 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113

Next to Post Office

v.earthharmony .

near the bridee

p/t: 9844 5155

om.au




Precious plant comes back
rom the prenistoric past

HE parcel was on my
doorstep when I ar-
rived home from work.
I knew what it was, |
had been expecting it.

I carried the metre high card-
board box inside and set it
down carefully on the kitchen
floor. With nervous anticipa-
tion, I knelt down beside it, cut
through the packing tape and
prised open the flaps. As the
sides of the box fell away its
contents were revealed. On first
impression it looked like a plas-
tic imitation. I fingered the rigid
ferny leaves—they were real all
right. A sigh of relief. | was now
the proud owner of Australia’s
oldest living plant—the Wollemi
Pine.

Several months ago I had or-
dered the pine from the Austral-
ian Geographic Society in a spe-
cial pre-release offer and here
it was, in all its ancient splen-
dour, on my kitchen floor. I
touched again the dull, blue-
green, frond-like foliage ar-
ranged in radial symmetry
rather like a Christmas Tree.
New growth is apparently
bright apple green—I look for-
ward to that.

Even at this early stage my
pine has developed several
stems at its base. As the tree
grows these become its trunks.
One 40 metre high Wollemi can
have four or five trunks up to
one metre in diameter with bark
consisting of tiny brown nod-
ules that resemble tightly
packed rice bubbles.

The strangest part of the
plant, already evident on my
youngster, is its growing points;
dormant at this time of the year
and protected by a pinkish
white coating called “polar
caps”. ;

Wollemia nobilis, the Wollemi
Pine, is named after David No-
ble the intrepid bushwalker
who discovered this previously
unknown species in the Wollemi

Legen

'LL admit to living a shel-
tered life, but I've just dis-
covered that I might not
be living at all.

What is this “lifestyle”
obsession? | thought a lifestyle
was something that developed,
rather like patina, as one pot-
tered along through the years.
Apparently not. It seems it’s
more about what you acquire
than what you do.

People keen to have a lifestyle
should consider getting the fol-
lowing:

Accommodation that pro-
vides “lifestyle living”. This is
usually found for either the
over-55s in cosy self-contained
villages, or for childless city
slickers in high-rise apartments
with a view unimpeded by fur-
niture.

Occasionally lifestyle acre-
ages crop up out this way, but
mostly only acreages complete
with stables, ménage, tennis
court, pool and 6-bedroom
ranch. A truly individual home,
the sort that might get written
up as “classic country” or “sea-
change perfection”. I'm sure
you've seen the sort of thing -
exquisitely renovated farm-
houses, revealing rich timbers
and well-worn stone, set off by
a little orchard laden with
golden pears and crisp apples,

By PAT COUPAR s
Drawn by MELANIE COU

National Park on the Central
Tablelands of New South Wales.
It was September 1994 when
David Noble abseiled down a
canyon into pre-history. The
deep rugged gorge into which
he descended protected a
stand of warm temperate rain-
forest. There on a ledge he
found a grove of large trees that
were like nothing else he had
ever seen before.

Returning with a piece of the
foliage, David Noble
showed a botanist col-
league at the National
Parks and Wildlife
Service. He thought it
was a fern until Noble
informed him, “it's a
bloody big tree!”

It took a team of botanists,
including a conifer expert, to
proclaim the tree as a new spe-
cies, known previously only
from fossil remains. A survivor
from the “Age of the Dino-
saurs”, the Wollemi Pine
evolved around 100 million
years ago and was presumed
extinct for 60 million years. Its
closest living relatives include
the Kauri, Norfolk Island, Hoop,
Bunya Bunya and Monkey Puz-
zle pines.

Once the discovery was made
public it was critical to keep its
location a secret to protect the
trees from vandalism, pilfering
and disease. Unfortunately the
search for the secret site can
become a challenge and inevi-
tably some have found it. There
is evidence that the canyon has
been visited by unauthorized
persons with no regard for cor-
rect sterilisation procedures.

In November last year the

root

rot fungus Phytophthora
cinnamoni was confirmed in the
soil and in at least one of the
pines. The fungus causes
dieback and because Wollemis
reproduce by cloning (there is
no genetic variation in the
seed) the whole population is
seriously threatened.

Since the original discovery,
two other populations have
been found in the Wollemi Na-
tional Park and, for the mo-

ment, they are
safe. In the hope
that commer-
cialisation would
protect the pines,
research into its hor-
ticultural propagation
was begun. The pine
proved surprisingly
easy to grow. In the
wild, few seeds are
produced and seed-
lings are extremely
slow. However, in arti-
ficial conditions pines
grown from cuttings strike

to a metre in three years.
Not only that, they are
very adaptable and will
tolerate heat, cold, full
sun and shade, making
them ideal plants for the
garden or pot.

Looking at my own prehis-
toric pine, I thought, how ironic
that one of the most threatened
species on earth can be culti-
vated with such ease. Thank
goodness it can. Perhaps I will
buy another.

Plant of the Month

One of the hardiest and showi-
est of our local creepers is
called Hardenbergia violacea,
known commonly as Purple
Coral Pea. This tough creeper
is also a climber, scrambling
through shrubs with wiry
stems. Purple Coral Pea has
thick, dark green lance-shaped
leaves and, as it name suggests,
sprays of purplish pea flowers
in late winter or early spring.

Forestry tubes of this local gem |
can be obtained this month |

from the Friends of Warrandyte
State Park nursery which is lo-
cated at the rangers depot at
Pound Bend. For more informa-
tion contact the nursery man-
ager on 0408 313 7327

S in their own lifestyle

By MARILYN MOORE

and a kitchen garden fragrant
with lemon thyme and lavender.
Or ultra-modern beach houses
with fashionably minimalist in-
teriors perched amongst great
hunks of sandstone with
gnarled banksias and pano-
ramic ocean views.

Furniture and accessories
that make lifestyle statements.
Get yourself one of those huge
glossy magazines that details
“today’s essentials for living”.
It'll run you through everything
from upholstery to artworks,
saucepans to guest soaps,
clothing to make-up—even
rvl:mt your partner should look
ike.

A holiday at an expensively
remote lifestyle destination.
From the great rift valleys of
east Africa to the Amazonian
jungles, from the ski fields of
Canada to the languid blue wa-
ters of the Yatacan Islands—
there are countless breathtak-
ing spots to wine and dine.

The Look. There are maga-
zines galore to help here. Sen-
suous clothes, entrancing per-

fumes, glowing make-up and
skin treatments... These pages
reveal an art-house world that
often seems completely bizarre.
But those who partake don’t
seem to find it so. In fact they
always look extraordinarily re-
laxed and happy.

What do people with lifestyles
do all day? Very little informa-
tion is available on this, unless
you choose lifestyle accommo-
dation that comes with
timetabled activities (such as
scrabble, carpet bowls, line
dancing, and so on).

People who choose “classic
country” lifestyles often take
tea in the garden, or stand
around admiring the verandah
posts, or come up with new col-
our schemes for the gardener.
The high-rise city slickers go to
the gym a lot and have a never-
ending choice of cuisines and
cafes. That's just as well, too,
since many lifestyle studio
apartments don’t have kitch-
ens.

Is there really much difference
between the average Warran-
dyte resident and people with
lifestyles? You might be sur-
prised. I flicked through 300-
odd pages in one of those “eve-
rything you need for lifestyle
living” magazines the other day.
Blimey! How much of this stuff

do you need to be classified as
“living”? We’re clearly pining for
the fjords with all our might
around here. The only bare ne-
cessity we own—a fitball—is so
neglected it hardly counts.

Mind you, I've got nothing
against spectacular holidays.
I've been on a few myself. And |
love beautiful homes. I'll never
own one, but it's reassuring to
know that they're there and
somebody’s taking good care of
them.

It's the magazine content

that's a worry. It's all back-to- |
front. Things that should be | §

exotic, like South America or
remote Pacific islands, seem
more real to me than off-beat
“essentials”. Does one really
need gelatin leaves (preferably
titanium strength) instead of
gelatine powder? Or injections
of toxic microbes to kill off
one's facial muscles on the off-
chance that one might look bet-
ter afterwards? Or a $2000 pair
of thigh-length calfskin boots?
Or an industrial-strength es-
presso machine?

We're talking parallel worlds
here—planet Earth where we
actually live, and another name-
less paradise where a lifestyle
awaits. Now if it wasn't for hav-
ing to buy your way in, I'd say
that sounded vaguely familiar!

well and flourish, growing |

SHAPES
BOBCAT &
TIPPER HIRE

DRIVEWAYS
CLEANUPS
SITE PREPARATION
LANDSCAPING

PHONE 9844 2117
0410 402 046

PIANO. SINGING
THEORY LESSONS

Available from fully qualified
and experienced teacher.
All AMEB and VCE
exams catered for.
Beginners and Professional

Angeline Brasier
B.Mus{Honsj ACU, M. Mus (Melb)

9735 4303

POTTERY CLASSES

COTTLESBRIDGE
* THIRDTERM ENROLMENTS
* DAY EVENING AND
WEEKEND CLASSES
* FRIENDLY RELAXED
ATMOSPHERE
* BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED
STUDENTS
* CHILDREN'S CLASSES
JUDY TREMBATH

9719 7431

SHOP LOCALLY

Metal Roofing

Metal Roofing
Guttering &
Downpipes

LICENSED ROOF PLUMBER

9844 3619
0411 267 490

3

Care about your
environment?
/
Why not think about

joining your local
environment group?

FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE
STATE PARK

Joan MacMahon 9844 3213

or Mike Coupar 9903 9567

Injured
wildlife?

CALL:

Wildlife Victoria
0500 540 000
Help for Wildlife
0417 380 687

WARRANDYTE
WELDING

Your place or mine.

No job too small

RING
NEIL CARTER
9437 2556
0418 357 282

A little bit of Warrandyte
by the sea?

HOLIDAY HOUSE

FOR RENT
AIREYS INLET
3BR mudbrick home set
on 2 acres of iron barks
15 mins from beach
Off-peak rates

Ring 9844 1540

DOMINIC BARRO
ENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS|

HIA 522019
Registered Building Practitioner D.B. 04170

HIA Accredited Renovator Member
HIA Tradesline Member
HIA NKBA Member
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc.

PROMPT SERVICE
FREE DESIGN/QUOTATION

9850 3592 « 0412 331 464

Experience Counts for Everything

bradley curtis

| ELECTRICIAN |

A Domestic

A Commercial

A [ndustrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

f perfect for — point of sale « invites

SHORT RUN COLOR

manuals » newsletters

THE INK SPOT INSTANT PRINTING

34 Coo

store Rd. Croydon

E i 0y

9725 6699

bigpond.net.au

Under the gum trees,
beside the Yarra

on Stiggants Reserve,
Yarra Street.

honey, fruit, produce.

Warrandyte
Community Market

First Saturday of each month
— except January, 9am—1pm.

Hand-crafted gifts of all kinds, toys,
art works, pottery, plants,
gift cards, leatherwork, cakes, jams,

Ample parking. Light refreshments available. ©
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The artist

And here’s the old lion, Gus the potter

stiff slow walk somehow still relaxed, purposeful.
He’s done his shopping, clutching his bags—
one of them a red no doubt

“I can remember the time

when the main street

(now almost city frenzied and filled
with failing reminders that

we're supposed to be in the slow lane
out here)

was once a dirt road

so quiet, you could drive roaring drunk
down the middle

and meet no-one.”

Present this advert for

20% off

lunch for two.*

* Valid from Mon to Fri until the end of July.
Applicable to food cost only.

ﬁa]apy ﬁmﬂ*

every Friday from 5 pm
in 6ur "@oﬂage (gf)af"

OF
KANGAROO
GROUND

EST.1872

P
- e L

RESTAURANT BAR ENTERTAINMENT FUNCTIONS

- l‘:njou lunc‘l. ﬂheruuon tea or (lijmer!

. -“\(' p(-r{(rl lo(ahon [or your wed(]ing. party

or Lllillll‘SS quilnrln_q.

- :\Jwaus prr:scnl’ing {‘ll(’ l)('Sl Liv(,‘ l\[llSiC!

www.wellers.com.au

Open 7 Days per Week 9712 0266

He is the red-drinking rogue

who is our artist’s soul

the raw bush and solitude—

manna to his muse.

Now all the new ones see is just a stiff old man
with cloth cap and beard,

never dreaming of the magic still

lurking in those gnarled old hands.

KAREN THROSSELL

Book now for
Dinner and Show or Show Only!

Kieran Murphy Fri23 Jun
Leslie Avril Fri 30 Jun
Dehorah Conway Thur 6 Jul
James Reyne........................ Thur 13 Jul
Bob Valentine & Wilbur Wilde........... Fri 14 Jul
Doug Parkinson.................... Thur 20 Jul
Lisa Edwards Thur 27 Jul
Russell Morris.......................Thur 3 Aug
Mark Seymour................... Wed 9 Aug

150 Eltham-Yarra Glen Road. Kangaroo Ground.

4 H ® A 44 H © > 4« H ® A 494 =m © >

JUNE RELEASES...

WALK THE LINE ¢ LORD OF WAR e THE FOG
SECOND IN COMMAND ¢ LONG WEEKEND
VALANT e THE BROTHERS GRIMM

CHECK OUT
THE RANGE OF
EX RENTALS
IN STORE

NORTH COUNTRY e LEGEND OF ZORRO

106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113
PHONE 9844 0544

SUNDAY TO THURSDAY

FRIDAY TO SATURDAY

10AM-9PM
10Aam-10pPm

<4 H ® A 4«4 EH © > 4 H ® A <4 =m o »r

MUNICH ¢ AEON FLUX — THE MOVIE e CASANOVA

| NARRANDYTE
! UPHOLSTERY !

counselling &
psychodrama

all life issues & concerns

I Winner of Top 1 |john devling m.sc.,
I Upholstery Award! over 25 years experience

I Francis J Briffa individual, relationship

| 11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte | & groups

e Pham e 9730 2313

Christmas Hills & Richmond

sliding scale fees based on ability to pay

|PAUL’S DISCOUNT MOWING
I « Odd Jobs & Gutters ¢ Yard Maintenance |

| * Painting Service available |
| _FOR QUOTATION PHONE 9844 3927 |

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

N Ming’s Warrandyte

CHINESE RESTAURANT
LICENSED & BYO (wine only)

SPECIAL WINTER OFFER

OPEN

SUNDAY, TUESDAY
THURSDAY
5PM-9.30PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY VALID TILL 30.7.06
5PM-10.30PM

Takeaway: any order over $36 —

MONDAY CLOSED
except Public Holidays

| .
Oor special Occasions

SHOP 6 GOLDFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE, 92 MELBOURNE HILL ROAD,

Dine In: 10% Off total bill (of over $50)

10% Off

WARRANDYTE « PHONE 9844 2288




L egacy

of a

remarkable
woman

By YVONNE LYNTON REID

O LAURENCE was born Joan Garratt
in October 1941, at Eaglehawk, just out
of Bendigo. Although she was very
young when she left there, stories of
the old gold-mining area figured quite
strongly in her memory as a child, so perhaps
her well-known love of local history was born
partly from that link with her birthplace and
Warrandyte, her home for almost 60 years. My
story of our friendship of well over 50 years
here in our town is but one example of how
she was known, appreciated and loved by
many friends whose lives were enriched by
knowing her until we lost her on May 12, 2006.

One day when I was about eight years old,
my big sister Beverley said to me, “I've just
met a new friend for you. Her name's Joan.
She’s tall for her age and she'’s got blonde
hair—she’s really pretty. They live in The Boul-
evard.” She told me she'd walked up Sloan’s
Hill beside Joan and her very small mother
Mavis, who was pushing a big bike. When they
got to the flatter part, Joan had hopped on
behind her diminutive mum. “Her legs nearly
touch the ground when her mum dinks her. It
looked amazing—you should have seen them
whizzing downhill!”

As young girls we did everything together—
weekends, weekdays, holidays. We travelled
to school on the bus together—she to Our
Lady’s in Eltham and I to Eltham High. She
taught me the catechism and the names of the
different grades of sin and explained the sa-
cred and protective significance of the
scapula—little pieces of square cloth sewn
together that she wore around her neck. Even
then Jo was intensely interested in the stories
of things, how they came to be, what they were
for and why, and how one could relate to them
in a meaningful way.

In summer time the river and its surrounds
was our magic territory. We swam a lot, of
course—strong young women plunging up-
stream or down, and we also rowed, or rather
paddled. Jo's dad, gentle Tom, was a genius at
making things from bits and pieces. Most of
us kids had make-shift river craft—slats of
wood lashed to four-gallon cans made splen-
did rafts, and “belly-tanks” shaped like half-
eggs left over from the war were our little ca-
noes. Tom found Jo an inflatable dinghy, and
fashioned two sets of paddles from army-ra-
tion tin plates, which he then fixed to each
side of the dinghy, so that it worked like a mini
paddle-steamer. He even added a little metal
rudder to help steer it. If we drew our knees
up under our chins there was room for the two
of us to sit one at each end. We traversed every
part of the river from upstream of the village,
round both sides of Pound Bend, learning just
where to shoot the rapids and avoid the sharp-
est rocks.

A favourite area for displaying our water
skills was the Kew Scout Camp, where we in-
tended that the senior scouts should admire
our ravishing beauty from a modest distance.
They did, of course. One day we were just
doing our expert navigation along the bank
under willows to avoid the rapids when there
was a whooshing sound and a terrible sinking
feeling under our feet and bottoms. Amid roars

of laughter from the bank we rescued what we
could of our disappearing gear and dragged
the sad deflated dinghy up to dry land. But
inspection by the charmingly “well-prepared”
scouts revealed that only the plug had come
adrift and the boys took gallant turns to help
us reinflate. After a cup of tea and a getting-
to-know-you chat they sent us on our way, with
promises to meet at the pictures one Friday
or Saturday at the Hall.

In the winter time, when we weren't in the
river, we lived in each other’s houses. My mum
and dad loved Jo as if she were part of our
family. I loved visiting their cottage high on
the top Boulevard where Mavis kept an as-
tounding number of cats and Tom, until his
tragic death in 1962, had a million projects
always on the go. Jo and | were already ex-
perimental cooks, and we even enjoyed shar-
ing each other’s chores. Mavis and Tom were
clearly proud of their beautiful daughter and |
believe she learned her extraordinary re-
sourcefulness from them.

One day, as we lay sunbaking on the
riverbank, I was complaining to Joan about
people who got my name wrong and called me
“Eeeeev-on” instead of Y-vonne, with the em-
phasis on the last syllable. “Well at least it
has got two syllables,” she said. “How would
you like to be called plain Joan? Joan-the-
Moan!” she emphasised loudly, pulling a face
as if Joan was really not the quite acceptable
name it is. I, in my adolescent arrogance said,
“Yes, it is a bit plain. I know. Why don’t you
drop the last half and just be Jo?” “Mmmm,”
she said approvingly. “Mmmmm,” with even
more enthusiasm. She loved the idea. Mavis
was much less enthusiastic! After a while she
accepted “Jo” as inevitable, though I doubt she
ever called her so herself.

Jo’s involvement with Warrandyte Arts As-
sociation began in her teens. She helped me
with the dance classes—playing music, organ-
ising groups of kids and working as backstage
manager when we had recitals. Later she
joined the drama group and had parts in sev-
eral plays. On Saturday afternoons many WAA
folk would meet at “the village club”, aka the
Grand Hotel, and these older people were for
a while our principal friends as there were few
geo le of our own age in WAA. At 18 Jo bought

er famous Lambretta motor scooter and now
she was the one who “dinked” me. | remem-
ber her long blonde hair flying in the wind as
we set off to wherever the party was. Moonlit
gatherings at Eltham at Knox's in York Street,
as we pretended to an antipodean Bohemia of
artists and young intellectuals and uni stu-
dents. Various interesting young gentlemen
were smitten by the tall and beautiful Jo, and
were equally intimidated by an apparent aloof-
ness. She was, however, sometimes shy as well
as selective. | do remember that an admirer
had a ¥llot's licence and would fly across
above The Boulevard and waggle his wings to
attract her attention! Lambretta excursions
took us to the Paris end of Collins Street to
the candle-lit café, Prompt Corner, for more
buzz of theatricality and intellect with celebs
of the day like Frank Thring and Bunney
Brooke, or to Le Jardin, where we smoked
black Sobranies and assumed an incredible so-
phistication.

Shortly after I came back from a year over-
seas, flamboyant and charming engineer,
Harbans Singh arrived to sweep Jo away with
him, and soon there were letters and photos
from Sandy Bay in Tasmania and Khancoban,
where he was working on the Snowy, with
wonderful descriptions of their adorable pair
of twins. On a visit home when the twins were
very small, we saw Jo as the epitome of won-
derful mothering and managing—a pillow ex-
tending sideways in two directions on her lap.
On one, a tiny, exquisite Anita snuggled as she
fed, on the other side an equally beautiful
Timothy alternately gazed up with huge brown
eyes into his mummy’s eyes, feeding with great
enthusiasm.

Singh and Jo parted after a couple of years
and she brought the children back to live with
Mavis. When the twins were around six the
handsome and lively Brian Laurence sprang
into her life, and this time the smittenness was
thoroughly mutual. What a celebration! Who
else could boast of having Skyhooks (then
Frame) playing at their wedding? Jo was so
happy, and Brian was beaming with the joy of
his new family. Not only did he welcome Anita
and Tim as his own, he legally adopted them
for the security of their future. Later, another
lovely pair of twins was born—Malcolm and
Daniel, now strong handsome young men like
their Dad. Each of the children were wonder-
fully encouraged in their creativity by their
parents.

As a community we have so much to thank
Jo for in her creativity, courage, toughness and
enthusiasm. As founding member, and later
president of the Historical Society, she is re-
sponsible for a wonderful museum collection
of art history, paintings and photographs, tell-
ing the continually gathering story of our ar-
tistic forbears and community. The rebuilding
of the vandalised and burned old post office,
which now houses the museum, would not
have been possible without her devoted per-
sistence. Her part in the Soundposts Project,
which was opened the day after her funeral,
was one of her final contributions. It is gener-
ally not recalled that she was one of the first
women to engage in the North Warrandyte
CFA. At Potter's Cottage she worked first as
an assistant but it wasn't long before her crea-
tive flair and capacity for selecting and
curating exhibitions led to her managing the
gallery, which she did with great creativity and
innovation for many years until the restaurant
and gallery were sold and irrevocably
changed—a great loss to Jo, to Warrandyte
and to all of us.

Jo was equally dedicated to conserving the
unique bushscapes which surround our town.
She once quietly stood in front of a bulldozer
to stop unnecessary tree removal in the wid-
ening of Kangaroo Ground Road. One day in
the early winter of 1976 she phoned me, sound-
ing upset. “Vonne, they're going to subdivide
Koornong!” (The 21 acres which includes the
famous Dray Track beside the old Koornon,
school eroperty). “I'll meet you there in 1
minutes” | said. We met at the beginning of
the Dray Track and walked high up into the
bush above the river. A soft grey mist hung in
the air between the trees, enveloping us in that

silent, mysterious sense of waiting—so unique
to our bush—only the sound of water dripping
from the trees and the quiet rush of river. It
seemed to us the bush was waiting for an an-
swer from us. We looked at each other, both
close to tears, each thinking what the proposal
for 19 houses in this mystical, magical place
would mean. “No bloody way,” one of us—I
can’t remember which—said, and we clasped
hands in a gesture of absolute determination.
With many friends, much organisation and
some real battles, we won that one. (It isn't
generally known that the street theatre and
picnic of that Warrandyte Wake Weekend grew,
in fact, into the Warrandyte Festival.)

At her funeral the tributes from Jo's children
and grandchildren, all of whom have inherited
and been encouraged by her creative gifts,
were both poignant and celebratory, and so
full of love. Anita’s gratitude for her mother’s
receptiveness, Tim's acknowledgement of her
teaching that responsibility for others did not
“stop at the front door”; Dan's recollection of
his mum as “more than equal to the tough cir-
cumstances of her life,” and Mal's apprecia-
tion of her capacity for hard work and her
sense of justice were all represented, along
with a moving tribute from each of the six
grandchildren—Jess, Isabel, Angus, Artec,
Kiran and Taran.

When | recall Jo’s being with and talking
about her children, | remember not only the
obvious love, but another quality equally pro-
found and without which love is not enough,
especially perhaps in the age in which we live.
That quality is respect. Together with the
same quality shown by their father Brian, this
way of being has left its mark on each one of
the children and grandchildren: respect for
difference, respect for individuality, for crea-
tivity and feeling. Perhaps it is something of
that capacity for respect that | saw also as part
of the love and pride that Mavis and Tom had
for their lovely daughter, that Jo brought so
creatively to her love for family and friends,
her interest in our past and in our present
community. This is the legacy of a remarkable
woman who lived fully, though she died much
too soon, whom all of us who loved and were
enriched by her will hold in our hearts until
we too leave this earth.

On a walk the day after Jo died, while | was
trying to come to terms with the incompre-
hensible reality that she was gone, five mag-
nificent black cockatoos alighted in a bare tree
beside me, near where we had played and
walked throughout our magic years. One by
one the birds ceased their chatter and fell si-
lent, looking down at us as my two dogs stood
quietly by. I felt again that hush, the quiet
waiting. A few days later a friend wrote that
as Jo's casket was carried by family members
from the overflowing little chapel at Kangaroo
Ground, through the crowd of friends who had
listened outside, and her friend Barry
McKimm played hauntingly a trumpet version
of a favourite song of our young days—"“Pe-
tite Fleur"— a pair of black cockatoos made

their way quietly along the drive ahead of her
on her final journey.

Vale our dear Jo, we love you, te and
give thanks for your life, and we miss you.



W|I west comes to Warranayte!

2 Re Ca/am/ty h/ts the high SChOO/

Diamond Valley Singers are returnin, arrandyte High School
with a production of the musical “Calamity Jane”. In presenting
this show, the singers are combining with the Diamond Valley and
Eltham Community Orchestra. Opening on Friday, June 23 at 8pm,
“Calamity Jane” will continue on Saturday, June 24 at 2pm and

Aboue Ju[re Geddes plays
Katie Brown.

8pm, Sunday, June 25 at 2pm Wednesday, June 28 and Friday, June

: : : Right: Meg Warren is i
“Hi there, pardner! You hitchin’ up fer a shot o’ this 'ere saloon’s pizen?” Calamity Jane and John ggoatcgﬁﬂsﬁﬂ,f?#ﬁ:fn.Jl;'ifwiﬁ ggﬂ}tinfngpﬂoTﬁ,l}fjﬁef,zf;é‘g
Picture by Stephen Rey nolds) Leah‘ is Wl[d Bill Hickock. Enquiries and booking to Jenny on 9459 2804.
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For more than 35 years the Diary has
been the true voice of Warrandyte.

We have reported the news, celebrated the

— sport, publicised the events and championed | :
b~ the causes of this special place.
-~ Your advertising is in good company
e in the Warrandyte Diary.
% The Diary reaches the customers
you need at a price you want to pay.

Call Rae and discuss how the Diary
can help your business grow.
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