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Farewell, 
Remembering a fine 
journalist and friend 

By CLIFF GREEN 
Warrandyte joined the nation 
in mourning the sudden and 
untimely death last month of 
leading sports commentator 
Clinton Grybas. 

Aged only 32, with an international 
career already underway, he was found 
dead in his Southbank apartment on 
Saturday, January 5. 

Clinton Grybas began what was to be-
come a celebrated media career writing 
basketball reports for the Warrandyte 
Diary whilst in Year 10 at Warrandyte 
High School. 

He exhibited a remarkable talent for 
the media at the earliest possible age. 
His family remember him watching 
football telecasts with the sound off, 
recording a ball-by-ball description into 
a tape recorder. His call was perfect: 
he never fell behind the game or got a 
single player's name wrong. 

When he began a course in journal-
ism and public relations at RMIT, we 
widened the scope of his experience, 
assigning him to general reporting and 
feature writing. His reports were a ma-
jor influence in the campaign to have a 
community basketball stadium built at 
Andersons Creek Primary School. 

He helped pioneer the introduction 
of digitalisation at the Diary. He was 
a tireless worker leading a busy life, 
sometimes arriving in the office at 
midnight and working on our computer 
until early morning. 

But Clinton's first love was in broad-
casting, and he was soon describing 
football on community radio in the 
outer eastern suburbs. 

The accuracy of his call and his 
bright and friendly style were noted 
by the ABC and he was invited to join 
their Friday night football commentary 
team. 

He delivered the Radio 774 Monday 
morning sports report and began to 
describe a wide variety of sporting 
events on radio. 

A stint with the ABC in Perth ex-
panded his range of experience and he 
was soon presenting programs across 
the range of TV and radio, including 
anchoring Test cricket broadcasts. 

Clinton had continued his relation-

ship with the Warrandyte Bas-
ketball Club as player, coach 
and umpire. On his return to 
Melbourne, the ABC assigned 
him to their NBL coverage. 
He travelled all over Australia 
describing the game on na-
tional television and anchoring 
a weekly basketball magazine 
program. 

He covered the Common-
wealth Games in Kuala Lumpur 
for the ABC and described the 
finals of the women's water polo 
at the Sydney Olympics-a ca-
reer highlight. He even covered 
lawn bowls and poker! No sport 
was beyond his capacity to re-
search and accurately commentate. He 
was clear, fast , friendly, accurate-and 
when required-excitingly dramatic. 

His move into commercial media 
at radio station 3AW and Fox Sport 
television confirmed his position as 
one of the best sports broadcasters in 
the country. 

Throughout this time he continued 
writing occasional pieces for the Diary, 
especially on adult basketball and its 
progress in Warrandyte and beyond. 
He reported for us on local stars at 
the Kuala Lumpur and Melbourne 
Commonwealth Garnes and the Sydney 
Olympics. 

He added an extra touch of profes-
sionalism and glamour when he came 
back to MC the Warrandyte Football 
Club's centenary dinner in 2006. 

Clinton was a splendid role model 
for the young reporters who have fol-
lowed him here at the Diary, many of 
them going on to successful careers , 
undoubtedly inspired by Clinton's 
example and dedication. 

But when all else has been written 
and said, Clinton Grybas will be re-
membered as a genuine good bloke, 
who never forgot his love for, and con-
nection to this place. He was modest, 
self-effacing and generous. He was a 
good and loyal friend and we were very 
proud of him. He will never be forgot-
ten. He was the best. 

The Diary extends deepest sympathy 
to Laurenna and his family. 

• Further tributes on pages 20, 
21 , 22 and 28. ~-= 
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 

IDENTIFING WARRANDYTE'S ENVIRONMENT 

j 

And a good time was had. • • 
()()~ ~;t?~ eN~hi~: 

Ll bothered an-
swering . Jas-
per's comment 

was not so much satirical sar-
casm tinged with pathos as 
wishful thinking. The Land-
cruiser, closely followed by 
its faithful Jayco Flamingo, sat 
in an endless torrent of traffic 
crawling its way from Anglesea 
to Lorne. Like ants going to a 
picnic. It was nearly 2008, nearly 
40 degrees and nearly more 
than he could bear. 

"All part of the fun!" Neville 
beamed . Neville was not so 
much the glass-half-full type 
as the glass-slopping-0ver-the-
side type. 

"Where are all these people go-
ing?" Narelle wondered aloud. 

"The Falls Festival," supplied 
Cinnamon. "Theoneyouwouldn't 
let me go to, remember?" 

The highway was alive with 
P-plates and enough yahooing 
to jam the internet. 

OONCAH , OONC AH , 
OONCAH!!! 

The cliffs rocked and the earth 
quaked. A landslide was surely 
imminent. 

OONCAH , OONCAH , 
OONCAH!!! 

Teenage mutant nitwits scur-
ried between cars , droopy 
shorts barely resisting grav-
ity, relieving high spirits and 
anything else that needed re-
lieving. 

"Well if these are the sort of 
people ~oing it's a good thing 
we dldn t!" noted Narelle. 

• Just youn~ people being 
young people! smiled Neville. 
Neville would smile If a shark 
bit him. 

"What do you calf that then?" 
The purple Commodore In 

front was rocking on its axles 

living with _;' 
The Trotts 

as five heads slammed back and 
forth wailing as one. 

" Bohemian Rhapsody! " 
obliged Cinnamon. 

"Reminds me of my first trip 
down here with Macka and 
Dicko," started Neville. "Boy did 
we play up! I stole a beer glass 
from the Pacific!" 

"Good ~rlef," sighed Cinna-
mon. "He II be telling us about 
the policeman and the potato 
next." 

"Did I tell you about the time 
we put a potato in a policeman's 
exhaust pipe?" 

"YO FOX!" 
Two grinning faces squashed 

themselves against Cinnamon's 
window. 

"Roll down ya window dude!" 
Gran leaned her well-laven-

dered and not inconsiderable 
form across Jasper to better 
deal with the situation. 

"Fuck off!" 
You could dredge Port Phil-

ip Bay with a voice like that, 
thought Narelfe. 

But all things come to he 
who waits , even Lorne , and 
eventually the Trott family 
pulled into their caravan site 
and unhitched the Jayco. Na-
relle wound down the legs at 
the corners of the van, Neville 
cranked up the roof, Jasper and 
Cinnamon bickered about who 
put whose tent where and Gran 
set up the Caraboo camp chair 
and smacked a March fly Into 
oblivion. 

"March flies in December!" she 
snorted . "There's an inconve-
nient truth for you!" 

• All part of the fun!" tittered 
Nevllfe, sounding more like the 

Dalai Llama by the minute. 
It all came together like a well-

oiled machine, not counting the 
huntsman that dropped from 
the canvas Into Cinnamon's hair, 
the tent pegs that buckled In 
the rock-hard ground, the hose 
that didn't reach the tap, the 
fridge that wouldn't start, the 
empty gas bottle, the lamp that 
everyone else was supposed to 
pack and the aroma from the 
toilet block 20 metres behind 
them. All part of the fun . 

Neville surveyed It all with 
glowing satisfaction-the Fla-
mingo, the annexe, the tents and 
the new beach shelter he'd been 
so keen to show off that popped 
up as quick as flies at a barbe-
cue. The fact that It defied every 
effort to collapse It back Into Its 
bag and looked like becoming a 

I 

permanent part of the campsite 
was a mere trifle. 

"We'll keep the boogie boards 
in ltl' grinned Nevllle. He got on 
your nerves after a while. 

But now the whole family was 
happily settled In a semi-circle, 
each In their camp chair, each 
with Its little mesh drink holder, 
squinting into a sky as blue as 
a carton of Cold Power. Ah the 
serenity! Nothing but the sooth• 
ing rumble of the surf, whoosha, 
whoosha, so soothing In Its 
monotony, whoosha, whoosha, 
seemingly closer all the time, 
whoosha, whoosha, whoonca, 
oonca, OONCA!! OONCA!! 

"YO FOX!" 
And a familiar purple Com-

modore pulled Into the site 
beside them. 

ALAN 
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burns again? 
By EMMA CLARK 

Warrandyte residents are 
less prepared for fire than 
they should be, according 
to a survey conducted in 
the area last month. 

The survey was run by Dr 
Douglas Goudie, as part of a 
national study by the Austra-
lian Bushfire Co-ordination 
Research Centre into bushfire 
preparedness and safety maxi-
misation. 

Dr Goudie has completed 
studies in NSW, Victoria and 
Canberra with guidance and 
involvement from fire authori-
ties. 

Households in lire zones 
throughout the Yarra Ranges 
were surveyed, including War-
randyte. 

Dr Goudie told the Diary that 
"the study aims to develop na-
tional guidelines for crisis com-
munication. The goal is to find 
out what will, won't and doesn't 
work in terms of bushfires. The 
locus is on maximising safety 
during the event." 

In the areas surveyed in War-
randyte, the results showed the 
importance of forming stronger 
community and neighbourhood 
links. Communication strategies 
such as phone trees and fire-
guard meetings are very impor-
tant in ensuring that everyone 
is aware and prepared. 

"The survey results highlight-
ed the need to be self reliant and 
self responsible in the event of a 
fire. A neighbourhood which is 
strong in terms of fire prepara-
tions and community links will 

Survey casts 
doubts on us .. surviving a 
major bus hf ire 
result in a safer bushfire situa-
tion and can minimise the risk 
of serious loss to property and 
lives," said Dr Goudie. 

Dr Goudie reported that there 
also "seems to be a sense that 
because th e town is on the 
fringe of the city, the threat is 
not as great as if it were in a 
more isolated area. 

The deep preparation is lack-
ing, compared to other areas 
in a similar geographical loca-
tion. There seems to be less 
concern in the area than there 
should be, considering the risk 
of bushfire." 

The survey results also high-
lighted the importance of main-
taining fire plans. "For example, 
people might have had a phone 
tree in the past but are not sure 
lf it works any more, People in 
Warrandyte are fire aware, but 
not necessarily fire prepared," 
said Dr Goudie. 

The results indicate that in 
Warrandyte and further across 
the study, people who had ex-
perienced or been threatened 
by a bushfire were more likely 
to take bushfire prepar ation 
more seriously than those who 

ilil B.M.C lflm :~!o53~~~~~;; 
dead, dangerous & large tree specialist 

tree removals - tree pruning & surgery 
stump removal - storm damage - prompt reliable service 

free quotes and advice - 24 hour service 
fully insured - experienced climber 

CALL THE PROPER LOPPER 
BEN ON 0417 364178 

did not have direct experience 
of a bushfire. 

Dr Goudie pointed out the im-
portance of "having those who 
have experienced a bushfire 
communicate the reality-noise, 
fear, heat to 'fire novices' to help 
make the threat real to those 
who have not experienced a 
bushfire. " 

The final trigger to begin 
implementing fire plans for most 
people was seeing or smelling 
smoke. Ideally, fire plans should 
be implemented before reach-
ing this stage, which highlights 
the importance of phone trees 
and tools such as radios and 
the internet in being aware and 
prepared for fires. 

The results showed that 
people rely on radio , in par-
ticular the ABC, in the case of 
a bushfire event. However, it 
is important to remember that 
power outages are likely during 
a fire, and a radio with spare 
batteries should be part of a 
fire preparedness kit. People in 
Warrandyte wanted more local 
updates on the ABC during a 
fire, and more information from 
community radio stations. 

In Warrandyte, people also 
rely heavily on roadside ban-
ners such as those declaring 
total fire bans. They reported 
that the signage perhaps needs 
to be more prominent in order 
to maximise effectiveness. Many 
people in Warrandyte noted that 
the Diary is a useful source of 
information on fire safety and 
preparations, but wanted more 
fire information leading up to 
the summer months. 
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AIIN 13 005 336 3971 AFS Uconco No. 237857 
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Prevention 
is best 
protection 
• Reduce fuel around the home-
long grass, leaves and twigs 
should be removed. 
• Make sure under the home is 
clear of combustible material. 
• Move firewood away from the 
walls of your home. 
• Cover vents and crevices with 
fine wire to prevent sparks and 
embers entering. 
• Gutters should be cleaned. 
• Ensure access to adequate 
static water supplies. 
• Check and have your firefight-
ing equipment serviced. 
• Most importantly-make sure 
you have a practical bushfire plan 
in place. Decide whether you will 
stay and protect or leave early. Con-
sider who will be home and when. 
More than one plan may be needed 
to cover different scenarios. 
• For further fire information 
updates, residents are urged to 
tune in to local radio , especially 
ABC Radio 774, the emergency 
services broadcaster, or call the 
Victorian bushfire information line 
on 1800 240 667 
• Anyone interested m Joining the 
CFA as a volunteer can contact 
the volunteer hotline on 1800 
232 636. 

:« 
CFA 

Victorian bushfire 
Information line: 
1800240N7 

Fire and emergency 
calla: 000 

NXT 
GENERATION 

ACCOUNTING 
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Your choice: 
leave early 
or stay 
and defend 

By EMMA CLARK 
Bushfires are a significant risk 
in Warrandyte each season and 
residents are urged to decide 
early whether they are evacuat-
ing and leaving the area, or are 
adequately prepared to stay and 
defend after their property. 

In the case of a fire, the CFA 
and the police will work to-
gether to minimise damage 
and potential loss of property 
and life. 

The CFA strongly recommends 
early evacuation, which means 
leaving the area early on a day 
of total fire ban. However, in the 
case of an emergency situation, 
traffic throughout Warrandyte 
may become a problem as 
people who are not in the area 

may be attempting to return . 
Second Lieutenant Glenn 

Smith of the South Warrandyte 
CFA told the Diary that "the 
CFA does not have the power to 
make people stay or evacuate. 
If people choose to stay, they 
must be well prepared to pro-
tect thei r house and property, 
not only during the fire but after 
the fire has passed. 

"If there is a fire in the region 
the police will block roads to 
prevent people from entering 
dangerous areas. This would 
also make it difficult for people 
who decide to evacuate late in 
a bushfire situation." 

Sergeant Keith Walker from 
the Warrandyte police told the 
Diary that the police agree with 
the CFA on the dangers of late 
evacuation and strongly encour-
age people to leave early if they 
are not prepared to defend their 
property. 

"In an emergency situation, we 
set up traffic diversion points to 

prevent people from entering a 
dangerous area. In the case of a 
fire, there is every chance that 
people attempting to get to their 
homes will not be allowed into 
their street. We will not be let-
ting anyone into an area which 
might be unsafe, as driving 
through these areas is danger-
ous for the driver, other people 
and to the emergency services 
in the area. 

"We wait until the CFA advises 
us that it is safe to return before 
we allow people return to the 
area," said Sergeant Walker. 
· we do encourage people to 
return to their homes once the 
area is declared safe to help 
protect their homes from ember 
attack." 

It is also advised that people 
should not decide to leave their 
property during a bushfire, as 
driving will pose a much greater 
risk than staying in a hou e 
However, in an unavo idable 
situation where a person is in 
their car during a lire, there are 
several things that can be done 
to minimise damage. 

Second Lieutenant mith said· 
"You can increase your chance 
of survival by getting down as 
low as possible in the car. turn-
ing on the hazard lights and 
closing all windows and vents to 
prevent smoke getting into the 
car. II you must drive through 
smoke, having the headlights 
on will actually decrease vis-
ibility as it will be like driving 
through a thick log, so using 
parking lights and hazard lights 
will make it easier for you to see 
and be seen." 

Digitally altered images 
by STEPHEN REYNOLDS 

GOLDFIELDS PLAZA 

MEDICAL CENTRE 
is pleased to announce 

the commencement of practice of 

Dr Theva Thevakumar 
MBChB, MRCGP(UKI, FRACGP 

Qualified in UK 1998 and practicing in Australia for 6 years. 
Special interests in mens' health, paediatrics, 

asthma, diabetes, mental health, preventative medicine, 
antenatal care and minor surgery. 

New patients welcome• Molescreen available soon 

Telephone 91144 04n 
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Warrandyte Festival Special 

WARRANDYTE THEATRE 
COMPANY PRESENTS 

[ID 

An evening of floods, fire, 
frivolity and fun guaranteed to 

change the local climate 

March 13, 14, 15,27 ,28,29 
Aprll3,4,5 

Mechanics Institute Hall 
Cnr Yarra St & Mitchell Ave 

• 
BYD food & drink 

$1 B per head, $15 concession 

Bookings at The Old Bakery 
Bookshop, 189 Yarra Street. 

9844 1744 

• 
WAiRANDYTc 
MECHANICS INSTITUTE AND 
ARTS ASSOCIATION INC. 

Hall & Rooms 
for hire 

Special rates for 
locals 

WARRANDYTE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Phone: 
(03) 9844 4503 

Servicing all aspects of your 
swimming pool and spa 
Specialising In regular 

programmed maintenance and 
water quality. 

Fully accredited technician 
Over 20 years experience 

dear diary ~, 

Carols 
saved 
We were sitting down to what 
was meant to be Carols by 
Candlelight on Saturday, De-
cember 15. 

Disappointed children and 
adults arrived with their 
chairs and blankets, then 
sadly ambled on home after 
they realised they had been 
cancelled. 

For the lucky ones who 
stayed and p-«I on with 
their picnics, down the hill 
came our lovely local choir, 
the Bellblrd Singers. 

When people beard these 
beautiful voices they gath-
ered around. 

Thank you 90 much to this 
very kind p-oup of people 
who make our lead-iip to 
Chrbtmu very enjoyable. 

Nicole Lawrence 
WeeronaWay 

Kids loved 
tennis 

Lights 
at last 
I am delighted to see that the 
state government has finally 
seen fit to install pedestrian 
operated traffic lights on Yarra 
Street. This is after five years 
of lobbying by the Police Com-
munity Consultative Commit· 
tee. The matter was also raised 
a number of times by myse li 
on behalf of the PCCC both in 
parliament and directly with 
the minister. 

Local traders , who often had 
a grandstand view of too many 
close calls, will be pleased that 
this necessary addition to Yarra 
Street wlli now Improve pedes-
trians' safety In Warrandyte. 

I congratulate the PCCC on 
their win and hope that future 
concerns for safety are dealt 
with more expediently. 

Ryan Smith 
MP for Warrandyte 

Recycle 

"Snakes are part of life in Warrandyte. " (Picture by Stephen Reynolds) Many thanks to the wonderful 
people at the Warrandyte Ten-
nis Club-especially Michelle 
Gilling-for organising the Su-
persmashers program for the 
young ones at the end of last 
year. What a fantastic concept. 
Our grandson, his friends , mum 
and dad and grandparents espe-
cially enjoyed the extras-fruit, 
icy-poles, tea, coffee and bis-
cuits . Many thanks . 

When bringing in the recycling 
bin at the Uniting Church, I 
noticed that It hadn ' t been 
emptied and a "contamination" 
slicker had been placed on it. 
Apparently a member of the 
public had placed two bags full 
of recyclables inside the bin. 

Snakes need protecting 
from dangerous people 

Some people do not realise 
that If recyclables are placed 
inside plastic bags , then the 
lot is rejected at the Visy recy-
cling centre because of safety 
reasons. 

Recycled objects should be 
placed loose inside the bin and 
plastic bags placed in the gen-
eral rubbish bin or recyded at 
a supermarket. A normal day in summer for 

me consists of at least one 
phone call with the person 
on the other end of the line 
upset that there is a snake in 
their yard and wanting me 
to come and remove it ASAP. 
I often wonder if snakes are 
thinking the same thing, that 
there is a massive, extremely 
dangerous and very scary 
creature known as a human 
in their home. 

Snakes are part of life in 
Warrandyte and they are 
probably going to become 
more common around homes 
as the drought ln Melbourne 
worsens. 

CLYDE& 
OCKER 

"Snakes should be 
protected from snake 
handlers, too, Ock! " 

CW"orks 
of 

CI\lgture 

Anne Marie Reid 
lnndscape and 

Garden Solutions 
Specialising In Garden 

Cleanups & Maintenance 
Herbicide Spraying 
0408 323 330 
Ph/Fax 9844 0713 

Warrandyte is probably our 
busiest area and as I do more 
and more snake removals 
I am unfortunately flndJng 
more and more cases of cru-
elty to animals. 

One recent job I undertook 
in Warrandyte--the customer 
who called me was in no 
way responsible for what I 
found-but unfortunately 
one of his neighbours or a 
recent local to that area was. 
I arrived at around 10am and 
to my surprise found what 
I thought was a tiger snake 
with a color mutation. 

My surprise turned to dis-
gust when I realised that the 
color mutation was actually 
paint stripper that had eaten 
away the scales of the snake 
and was causing it utter 
agony. 

I have been trying In vain , 
twice every day, to soak the 
snake to remove the paint 
stripper and do everything 
possible to care for it, but un-
fortunately it died. 

This year we have removed 
up to six snakes that have 
been trapped in fruit tree net• 
ting; four of those had to be 
put down. 

We have been to a number 
of jobs with people running 
around with shovels wanting 
to kill these native animals 
and at least two jobs where 
people have either on pur• 
pose or by accident killed 
blue-tongue lizards. 

Every year only ONE person 
dJes from snake bile, thou-
sands of snakes are killed by 
dangerous people and the 
number one reason for snake 

bite is people trying to kill 
them. 

The point I am trying to 
make is that too many people 
still think It's okay to kill or 
torture r eptiles because they 
think they are dangerous or 
are just plain scared of them. 
ALL native animals are pr~ 
tected by law. At no time Is It 
okay or justified to kill snakes 
or lizards. Snakes are venom-
ous but they DO NOT chase 
people to bite them, THEY 
DO NOT attack or bite for any 
other reason than self-protec-
tion and they are not evil. 

I have dedicated my life to 
these very misunderstood, 
beautiful and Inoffensive 
creatures and If you do have 
a snake In your house or yard 
then please call us or another 
snake catcher to remove the 
animal safely. 

If you cannot afford that, 
then leave It alone and It will 
move off. 

A snake Is just as protected 
as koalas or kangaroos; they 
are more Important to the 
ecosystem and are always g~ 
Ing to be a part of our amaz-
ing and beautiful country. 

Please look after them 
because without them War-
randyte would not be the 
amazing place It is. 

If you do need a snake or 
other reptile removed at any 
hour please call us at Black 
Snake Reptile relocation on 
043 2143 228 or 5961 9183. 

Michael Alexander 
Black Snake Reptile 

Relocation 

Anne Drew 
Cooks Crescent 

John Hanson 
Webb Street 

Great music locally 
What a treat! The Warrandyte 
community was privileged to 
experience one of the world's 
best blues harmonica play-
ers-Corky Siegel. 

Corky, from Chicago, per-
formed with our own L'I Fi (fan-
tastic!) and Big Boy Lemonade 
a t Ea rth Harmo nies Ce ntre . 
They were supported by Neil 
Graham, composer and fabu-
lous dobro guitar player. 

We are jus t so lucky to have 
this quality of musicianship on 
our doorstep. 

Without travelling to the big 
smoke, we had such a good 

night (enhanced by local wine 
and nibbles) . 

Lots of people missed out. So 
if you have an event arranged , 
how about submitting details 
to the Diary's "Out of the Box" 
so that we all know about it. 

Please come back to War-
randyte--Corky, Fi, Lemonade 
and Neil so more of us can be 
superbly entertained locally. 

Cath Andrew 
Kruses Road 

PS: I believe Li ' I Fi will be at 
the Warrandyte Festival! 

Corky Siegel and L'l Fi performing in Warrandyte. 
(Picture by Jeremy Loftus Hills) 
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Across 
the 
divide 

Warrandyte and North Warrandyte should be separate 
communities. We live in different municipalities, electorates, 
police and fire brigade districts. But for close on 160 years 
this has been one place-Warrandyte. River crossings 
have played a major role in keeping the community 
together. VAL POLLEY explores the stories of these 
connections. 

ARRANDYTE residents 
may take their bridge 
across the Yarra some-
what for granted, but 
a bridge in Warrandyte 

has been a major feature in the town-
ship since the first one was built way 
back in 1861. 

Following the gold discovery in 
Anderson 's Creek in 1851 the town-
ship grew at a rapid pace. In those 
early days of exploration the only 
crossing of the Yarra was by a punt 
which crossed the river somewhere 
in the location of the Old Post Office. 
One can only picture the problems 
this caused given the steepness of 
the slopes on the northern side. 

No pictures of this punt appear to 
survive and so we can only surmise 
that it was for loot passengers only. 

The punt was replaced by an early 
bridge, built in 1861, somewhere in 
the same vicinity, but this was swept 
away just two years later in the flood 
of 1863. 

One assumes a punt again became 
the only method of crossing the river 
because it was not until 1875 that 
there was a new bridge. This was lo-
cated adjacent to where the current 
bridge is sited. 

It was built of local yellow-box 
timber and reputed to never have 
closed for repairs. It went under 
water in the great flood of 1934 but 

Above: This 
timber trestle 
bridge served 

Warrandyte for 
BO years. 

survived, unlike many others along 
the river at that time. 

This bridge was much loved by 
residents and is featured in a number 
of postcards and paintings and was 
the subject of parties , articles and 
poems. 

It survived for 80 years before be-
ing replaced in 1955 when the pres-
ent concrete bridge, opened by Sir 
George Reid, was built. 

Now some 50 years old this has not 
been yet been upgraded or altered 
though traffic flows have greatly in-
creased over the years. 

The debate about bridges in War-
randyte over recent months however 
has been focused not on the main 
bridge, ( apart from traffic concerns) 
but on a new footbridge proposal put 
forward by the Lions Club of Warran-
dyte. In this context it is interesting 
to note a number of new footbridges 
have been constructed over the river 
in recent years. 

Footbridge crossings have long 
been a feature of the Yarra, and in 
the lower Yarra area, the old foot-
bridges in Collingwood, Richmond 
and Studley Park have been supple-
mented by the arch-curved Flinders 
Street footbridge link to Southbank. 
In the middle Yarra area, two new 
footbridges were built in 1990, one at 
Burke Road and one in Westerfolds 
Park to provide access and crossings 

Yarra bridge at Warrandyte: keeping our community together. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 

news feature 4 
for the Middle Yarra Trail. 

There is still the old suspension 
bridge that once provided admit-
tance for monks to the monastery 
and which now gives entry to Odys-
sey House. 

However an additional new foot-
bridge has been built upstream of 
Fitzsimons Lane to provide linkages 
to Eltham and the Diamond Creek 
bicycle trail network. 

In the Upper Yarra a new footbridge 
was built in Warburton (see "Warbur-
ton loves their bridge" in the Diary, 
October 2007) that supplements the 
two existing footbridges and pro-
vides an improved walking/cycling 
experience (and raises the number of 
bridges in Warburton to five) . 

It could be therefore be asked 
why no new footbridge has been 
constructed in the Warrandyte area 
in recent years to provide local 
residents with an additional cross-
ing for bicycles and walkers in this 
area. Historically there was a "swing" 
footbridge across the Yarra in War-
randyte for many years. 

It was located in the Pound Bend 
area, a short way upstream of the 
tunnel exit. The photo (below), 
thought to be taken in the 1920s, 
shows a group of people sitting on it. 
This bridge was amongst the many 
along the Yarra washed away in the 
disastrous floods of 1934. However 
this one was never replaced. 

We must not forget the one excel-
lent example of a heavily utilised 
footbridge in Warrandyte. This is 
the one that crosses the Anderson's 
Creek close to its confluence with the 
Yarra. ft was built sometime late in 
the I 980s as part of the walking/bike 
track along the river. 

Up to that time locals had to scram-
ble across a fallen gum tree or wade 
through the creek to access this part 
of the river bank. 

Since being built the bridge has 
provided excellent access and is 
widely used , providing an easy entry 
from the west end along the river-
bank parkland and walking track to 
the main township. 

The Lion's Club proposal for an-
other footbridge that could connect 
North Warrandyte via Bradley's Lane 
to the west end of the township has 
received a very mixed reaction from 
residents. 

Perhaps this is because there is 
not a planned lootwayfbike trail pro-
posal to accompany it. Discussions 
appear supportive of having a new 
footbridge across the river in War-
randyte but the debate now appears 
focused on where it could be best 
located to provide the optimum link-
age between North Warrandyte and 
south of the river. 

Warrandyte boasts a number of 
bike groups and entertains multi-
tudes of walkers and walking groups. 
Yet access between north and south 
of the river is confined to just one 
(very busy) bridge crossing for traf-
fic and pedestrians. 

Perhaps some further discussion 
between interested user groups, the 
Lions Club, State Park managers and 
the Warrandyte Community Associa-
tion is called for. 

This could explore some additional 
options so a resolution of the argu-
ments could be reached and Warran-
dyte could again enjoy the delights 
of a pedestrian--0nly river crossing. It 
took two and a half years from con-
ception to opening for the Warburton 
footbridge. 

Our community should pool its col-
lective wisdom and energies and see 
if we can do better. 

The old swing bn'dge near Pound Bend. 
destroyed in the 1934 floods. 
(Pictures courtesy Warrandyte 
Historical Society) 
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Counting platypus will help prevent the extinction 
of these beautiful animals. 

Watching for 
platypus in 
local streams 
The Australian Platypus Con-
servancy is looking for people 
to help monitor platypus in the 
Warrandyte area 

Platypus Count aims to es-
tablish a network of volunteers 
who will systematically record 
their sightings of this fascinat-
ing animal, In order to track 
how well platypus populations 
are doing over time. 

This new program Is being 
co-ordinated by the Australian 
Platypus Conservancy in part-
nership with Melbourne Water. 

Based on this, APC is hoping 
that others will start watching 
for platypus in the course of 
their daily activities. 

"There are many people who 
walk, jog or cyc le along the 
Yarra on a frequent bas is," Mr 
Williams said. "It usually only 
takes a minute or two to tell 
if a p latypus is act ive in the 
area-the ripple patterns they 
make are a real giveaway- so a 
major time commitment is not 
required." 

A Platypus Count information 
session will be held on Tuesday, 
February 26 at 7.30pm at the 
Warrandyte Senior Citizens 
Centre in Taroona Avenue. 

Wildlife carer forced to 
cease help for injured 

By SANDY BURGOYNE 
Nort h War randyt e's shelter 
for injured wildlife has closed. 
Maxine Rosewall is a licensed 
wildlife carer and over the past 
IO years has looked after many 
indigenous birds and animals 
at her home and returned them 
to the wild . 

Two years ago her council 
rates almost doubled and just 
before Christmas last year she 
found out t hat the water rates 
on her North Warrandyte prop-
erty had also r isen sharply. This 
has caused Maxine to consider 
her financial pos ition. She may 
have to sell her house and move 
to a smaller property-some-
where, she hopes, in the War-

randy t e dis t r ic t . Because o f 
this, she told the Diary, she has 
reluctantly decided that she can 
no longer accept injured wildlife 
into her care. 

" II I get phone ca lls where 
people want me to help because 
they know I'm here I'll have to 
say no and that will hurt me 
more,• she said. 

Although Maxine has been 
the so le carer of the w ildlife 
in her shelter she Insists that 
she would not have succeeded 
without local support. 

·1 give my thanks to the whole 
community-they have just 
been great," she said 

The long list of people she 
wants to thank include Margery 

Lapworth for help with fund-
raising; the North Warrandyte 
veterinary practice; the staff of 
the IGA super market and the 
Warrandyte Pharmacy; plus the 
countless people who donated 
aviaries, shades, cupboards and 
other equipment. 

Maxine is still caring for four 
birds, a kangaroo joey called 
Ruby Tuesday and a pregnant 
b lue-tongue lizard. These will 
either be returned to the wild in 
the next few months or moved 
to another wildlife shelter. 

• Advice and care for injured 
native wildli fe is still available at 
all hours lrom Help lor Wlldlile 
on 0417 380 687, or Wildli fe Vic-
toria phone 0500 540 000. 

Making 
amends 
for past 
wrongs 

With "sorry" pledges In the 
news, Nlllumblk council has 
confirmed Its commlbnent 
to reconciliation with Indig-
enous people. 

The council bas adopted a 
reconciliation charter that 
urges • all levels of govern-
ment, commerce and Indi-
viduals to ensure Indigenous 
people enjoy social, health 
and economic conditions 
with all Australians". 

Created with the assistance 
and support of Wurundjerl 
Elders, the charter will be 
launched at the official open-
Ing of Moor-rul viewing plat-
form In Kangaroo Ground In 
coming months. 

The charter was unanlmoU&-
ly adopted at a recent Nlllum-
blk council meeting. 

"This charter Is the end 
result of years of positive en-
gagement between Wurund-
jeri Elders, council, the NII-
Jumblk Reconciliation Group 
and other Interested parties," 
Nlllumblk mayor, Cr Warwick 
Leeson, told the Diary. 

" It Is this council's defini-
tive contribution towards rec-
onciliation. 

Platypus are often thought of 
as shy and elusive. "In actual 
fact ," Conservancy biologist 
Geoff Williams said, "t hey are 
reasonably easy to spot, as long 
as you take time to look. One 
woman has recorded platypus 
on more than 200 occasions 
since 2003 during her morning 
walks along the Yarra at View-
bank and has even seen the 
animals mating.· 

The program's aims and meth-
ods will be explained and tips 
provided on spotting platypus 
in the wi.ld. Al ternat ively, you 
can email the Australian Platy-
pus Conser vancy on: platypus. 
apc@westnet.com.au for more 
inlormation. Injured wildlife like Ruby Tuesday have lost a haven of hope. (Pictures by Melinda Hossack) 

"The reconciliation charter 
will be the public flagship 
between the Wurundjeri and 
Nillumblk council for many 
years to come," Cr Leeson 
said. 
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Who'd have thought? Traffic lights in our village! 
By SANDY BURGOYNE 

Warrandyte's set of pede. 
trlan-operated traffic Ul(bts 
on Yarra Street Is working 
at last. 

Someone at VlcRoads threw 
the switch just before Christ-
mas. 

Starting In September last 
year the progress had been 
by turn manfc and glacial. 
At various times the crossing 
resembled an ant colony with 
workers rushing around, but 
only to do a single job. The 
poles went In first. A couple 
of weeks later the light ar-
rays, with cute Uttle white 
crosses on each light to show 
they were not In use, were 
added. 

gang of workmen descended 
on the vlllage, put out witch-
es' bats and stopped Yarra 
Street traffic alternately 
In both directions. When 
they packed up and left the 
crossing had the white lines 
appropriate for a pedestrian 
crossing, but the traffic lights 
were still not Ut. 

Just before Chmtm.as an-
other gang of workers arrived 
and finally connected all 
the bits together to give us a 
working crossing with pede. 
trlan-operated traffic Ughts. 

of the road for pedestrians 
who may suddenly jump out 
onto the road. 

Mark Challen, manager of 
the community bank, bas no-
ticed that the change of road 
technology has yet to fully 
relllster with all road-users. 

"1've seen 90me drivers stop 
on a green light, but others 
who drive through on red," 
be told the Diary. 

Locals on Yarra Street have 
noted that they bear fewer 
Incidences of brake lockups 
foUowed by a string of rude 
words since the new Ughts 
were turned on. 

to the edge of the zebra 
cr«-lng, waiting until the 
traffic screeched to a bait 
then dellcateJy plcklng their 
way through the stationary 
vehicles. 

~1 love the new pedestrian 
crossing. It's great to be able 
to cross Yarra Street In safe-
ty," Rae Danks, the Diary's 
advertising manager com-
mented. 

The local Police and Com-
munity Consultative Com-
mittee actively campaigned 
for the lmtallatlon of traffic 
lights on the crossing for 
more than five years. 

"Walk!" The lights say so. (Picture by Sandy Burgoyne) 

A long period of Inactivity 
followed with not a worker 
ln sight. Then one morning a 

Local road-users were slow 
to adjust to the changes after 
almost 25 years dealing with 
the excitement of the walking 
legs/zebra crossing. Drivers 
can stlU be seen cautiously 
approaching the crossing 
while scrutinising both sides 

Pedestrians are enjoying 
the authority of a red light to 
stop the traffic before they 
step out onto the road. Previ-
ously many localll adopted 
the technlque of advancing 

II may have taken a long 
time for the new lights to be 
switched on, but they are 
making a welcome contribu-
tion to road safety In the 
village. 

Probe shows 
buses are 
on the nose 

By SANDY BURGOYNE 
Surprise, surprise! According to a re-
cent survey of Warrandyte residents , 
few locals travel by bus. We wonder 
why? 

The survey was conducted in Decem-
ber last year by the Warrandyte Com-
munity Association at the Warrandyte 
community market and outside the !GA 
supermarket. 

It was designed to find what local 
people thought of current bus services 
within and around Warrandyte and 
what improvements are needed. 

The sample sought to include equal 
numbers of males and females . The 
respondents were aged from 16 years 
and the survey achieved a good mix of 
age groups from under 35 years to 55 
plus. The response was good, with 149 
questionnaires completed. 

The results showed that bus usage 
in Warrandyte is generally quite low. 
Almost half of North Warrandyte 
respondents and 25% of those from 
Warrandyte stated they never used 
buses. 

The largest group, at 85%, of those 
who considered themselves regular 
bus users were aged under 25. How-
ever, in this group school attendances 
would account for some of their bus 
travel. 

Bus usage of the age group 25-64 
years was about 27%, but rose to just 

over half in those 65 years and over. 
A majority of the people surveyed 

were generally s atis fi ed with the fre-
quency of service during peak hour, 
but were critical of the time it took to 
get to their destination. 

The provision of bus services outside 
of peak times and at night was consid-
ered sub-standard in North Warrandyte 
and only average in Warrandyte. 

Stewart Lewis , who took over as the 
WC/ls public transport spokesperson 
in October last year, initiated the 
survey. He realised that access to bus 
services was important for a range of 
local people. His first step was to talk 
to Manningham council about public 
transport in Warrandyte. 

"I spoke to Claude Cullino, director 
of assets and engineering, and he said 
it would be worthwhile doing some 
research and presenting it to the 
council 's transport committee," Mr 
Lewis told the Diary. 

"I knew from my marketing back-
ground that the best type of market 
research is quantitative, where you put 
a structured questionnaire together 
and go and speak to people in the com-
munity then collate it into a report that 
is statistically based," he said. 

Local company Gundabluey Research 
designed the questionnaire and trained 
the WCA volunteers who administered 
the survey. Manningham council con-

Modern, comfortable buses, but not frequent enough. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 
tributed $1000 to pay for processing of 
the raw data. 

suade the m to use buses more often 
almost 80% answered yes. 

that there will be much more traffic 
and that travel times are going to be 
lengthened," he said. "So that was one 
of the drivers in my mind on how we 
can improve public transport." 

The survey showed some interesting 
trends. The most frequent destination 
for a bus trip was the city, although 
Ringwood was slightly more popular in 
the under 25s. The Pines, travel within 
Warrandyte and the Doncaster shop-
ping centre were next on the list. 

Of the people who had stopped us-
ing local bus services 40% said they 
did so because the services were not 
regular enough. The next most com-
mon reason was that the times were not 
convenient. Others included that the 
route did not go in the right direction; 
too many transfers were required; lack 
of an express service and that the bus 
took an indirect route. 

Frequency of service was considered 
important with 67% of respondents 
stating that they would use buses more 
often if this was improved. 

Almost 60% of those surveyed said 
that a park and ride facility near War-
randyte would persuade them to use 
buses more often. 

The WCA has presented a summary 
of the survey to Manningham and plans 
to meet the council's transport commit-
tee later this month to further discuss 
the findings . 

The state government's Department 
of Infrastructure (Doi) is conducting a 
series of metropolitan bus service re-
views. with that for Manningham start-
ing early this year. The department will 
be seeking public participation in this 
review and Mr Lewis anticipates that 
the results from the bus use survey will 
be particularly useful in any submis-
s ion that WCA makes. 

WCA spo kesman , Stewart Le wis, 
believes roads around Warrandyte will 
become more congested with the open-
ing of the freeway extension. 

The department will hold a commu-
nity workshop to discuss bus services 
later in the year ln Manningham and is 
also seeking written submissions De-
tai ls will be announced on the website 
http://www.doi.vie.gov.all/. 

When respondents were asked if an 
express service to the city would per-

"When Eastlink opens up all the way 
through to Frankston it is possible 

Community bus quest 
By SANDY BURGOYNE 

The need for a community bus 
for Warrandyte and distric t is 
once again being considered. 

In the middle of last year 
the Warrandyte branch of the 
Bendigo Community Bank dis-
tributed survey forms to a range 
of community groups that might 
benefit from such a service. 
These included schools and 
churches, plus sports, cultural 
and service clubs. 

More than 60 forms were 
distributed , but only 14 were 
returned completed. 

"The response rate wasn't bril-
liant, which makes it very hard 
to judge the overall final usage 
of (a community bus) . There 
certainly is potential but it 's 
finding what's the most effective 
way of doing it," Sarah Wrigley, 
chairman of the bank's board , 
told the Diary. 

seater was not far behind. 
The results indicated the 20-25 

seater could expect a regular 24 
days a month usage, with an ad-
ditional six community groups 
stating possible casual use. 

Although provis ion of a com-
munity bus may seem to be a 
good and logical idea. it brings 
a plethora of tough questions 
with it. 

"The logistics of putting on a 
community bus-that is a large 
bus-for Warrandyte are pretty 
much not feasible without sup-
port from local government. 

·we·ve got nowhere to put it. 
With a larger bus we are more 
likely to need a driver and 
co-ordinating drivers and time-
tables-the schedule for who's 
got it and who is paying for It 
and all the rest of it. It becomes 
quite a logistical nightmare,• Ms 
Wrigley said. 

with a "medium rigid" licence 
required for buses with a capac-
ity greater than 25 seats. To gain 
each of these endorsements the 
candidate driver needs to make 
a commitment of both time and 
money. 

The bank is still interested in 
hearing from local groups on pro-
vision of a community bus. Con-
tact Sarah Wrigley on 9844 26, . 
e-mail: s arahw@gu ndabluey 
com. 

The Warrandyte Commun,t 
Tra nsport Gl-oup (WCTG) ran 
a community bu service for 
a ro und s ix years until 199-1. 
Funding for the purchase of the 
first bus came from Lions. Ape.x 
and Rotary club fund-rais ing, 
plus grants from the state gov-
ernment and the then Doncaster 
and Templestowe Council. 

The journey between Warrandyte and Park Orchards has been made safer with the 
complefl'on of the new $1 m roundabout at the intersection of Knees, Stinton and Falconer 
roads. Built by Manningham council, the project was partly funded through a $362,000 
grant from the Federal government. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 

The survey probed the inter-
est in four sizes of bus and asked 
how often the individual group 
would expect to use the vehicle 
over a month. The 20-25 seater 
was the most popular choice 
at just over 70%, but the I 0-15 

A standard car licence allows 
the operation of a mini-bus 
seating up to 11 passengers. 
but finding a driver for a larger 
vehicle is more difficult. A "light 
rigid" endorsement I needed 
to drive the next slze of bu , 

The service was popular and 
in 1992 carried I ,500 pas-
sengers using a mall bu . 
Money was tight and the group 
troggled. 
The WCTG purchased a larger 

bus. but by mid-1994 the group 
was in financial difficultie and 
the service w forced to clo, . 
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Council 
tackles 
carbon 

1anmngham council has initi-
ated the carbon rationing ac-
tion groups (CRAG) program 
to help the community battle 
climate change. 

"There is a great deal of 
information out there about 
the different ways people can 
make a difference, but the 
sheer volume of ad,~ce can 
be overwhelming," mayor Cr 
Geoff Gough said . 

Vegies: anti-carbon 
You too can grow produce 
such as this In your own gar-
den! (Pictured below) 

WarrandyteCAN's next In-
formation session will focus 
on uFood Miles". 

How far bas your food trav-
elled to reach your table? 
Perhaps It has come from in-
terstate, or even overseas, all 
adding to carbon emlsslons 
In the atmosphere. 

" Along with purchasing 
100% accredited Green 
Power, reducing food miles Is 
the simplest, most immediate 
action we can all take to re-
duce carbon emissions," CAN 
president Wayne Rankin told 
the Diary. 

Mlles In Australia, 
focused on Melbourne, bas 
been co-authored for Ceres 
by Sophie Gaballa who will 
speak on this topic. 

• Also presenting will be 
Greg Revell from Gene Ethlcs 
who will enlighten us on the 
role that genetically modified 
food plays In threatening the 
future of our food, biodiver-
sity and the environment. He 
will also speak on growing 
your own food . 

• Adrian Whitehead from 
Beyond Zero Emlsslons will 
deliver an overview of the 
Ball Climate Change confer-
ence. 

WarrandyteCAN will have 
·People who join a carbon 

rationing action group will 
receive tools to help them 
measure the energy they con-
sume on a daily basi .• 

The group will then set a 
lower emissions target to 
reach over the following 12 
months and they can change 
their energy use to help them 
reach this voluntary goal. 

Cashed up: North Warrandyte Landcare Group members (from left) Sam Eadie, 
Jacqui McLaren, Shelagh Morton, Ann Penrose, Ruth Rankin and seated, Jill Jameson. 
(Picture by Wayne Rankin) 

" We make dally choices 
about the food we eat, espe-
cially when shopping, and 
the outcome of these choices 
is crucial to reducing carbon 
emissions. By eating locally 
produced fresh food the im-
pact on global emis-

a stand at thls year's Festival. 
"Visit us to learn how you can 
reduce your emissions and 
help the planet," Mr Rankin 
said. Also, try guessing the 
weight of the large zucchlnl. 
And maybe win a prize! 

Council is organising Get Cli-
mate WISe Now workshops, to 
be held at the council cham-
bers at 699 Doncaster Road, 
Doncaster. They will cover a 
"';de range of energy-saving 
topics: 

Money for Land care 
sions can be significant, 
not to mention other 
benefits such as good 
health and dollar sav-
lnJ!s. 

The ultimate, of 
course, Is to become 
fully sustainable and 
grow your own. War-
randyte residents have 
the luxury of space in 
their backyards to do 
so, unlike many inner 
city areas." 

• Solar hot water and solar 
air heating-Thursday, Febru-
ary 21: 

• Domestic wind energy-
Thursday, March 20; 

• Green building-renova-
tions and double-glazing op-
tions- Thursday. April I 0; 

• Rethinking energy use--
food miles and product recy-
cling-Thursday, May 22; 

• Climate action rationing 
action groups overview and 
climate change-where to 
now?- Thursday, June 19. 

The workshops will run 
from 6.45 to 9pm. Entry is free 
but bookings (9840 9348) are 
essential. 

Nor th Warrandyte Landcare 
Group was successful in obtain-
ing 44,492 in funding through 
round 9 of the Natural Heritage 
Trust Envirofund grants. 

The successful project en-
titled "Links in the Yarra Habitat 
Corridor in North Warrandyte" 
will focus on six sites along the 
Yarra River, the main one being 
the riverbank and gully below 37 
Osborne Road. the former home 
of the Osborne family. 

The site is highly visible from 
Jumping Creek Reserve and 
previously had willows and 
elms removed by Parks Victoria 
Extensive rabbi t con t rol was 
carried out in March 2007 and 
will be followed up this year 
as part of Parks Victoria rabbit 
control program. 

The Envirofu nd gr ant will 

enable the landcare group to 
undertake weed control in this 
area and begin revegetation 
w ith local indigenous plants 
produced in the Osborne Road 
nursery. The rehabilitation of 
the site wi ll take many years, 
but thi s grant has provid ed 
funding to commence stages 
I and 2. 

Other defined areas to benefit 
from this grant will be the Yarra 
riverbank at the rear of I 9 and 
21 Osborne Road, 45 Osborne 
Road and 4042 Osborne Road, 
as well as a part o f Wombat 
Gully. 

The landcare group has again 
received a $2500 Landcare 
Support Grant from Nillumbik 
Shire Council. These funds will 
be used to complement weed 
removal work already funded 

.. 
NILLUMBIK 

- ! ' ". A 

Draft Weed Action Plan - invitation to comment 
Nillumbik Shire Council invites you to comment on the Draft Nillumbik Weed Action Plan. The Plan 
aims to provide strategic direction for improved management of weeds throughout the Shire. The 
Plan will improve Ni!lumbik's weed management programs and practices through: 

• preventing the establishment of new weed species 

• applying resources to best effect by focussing on assets that are threatened by weeds 

• improving weed management practices and policies by learning from the outcomes of weed 
control programs in action 

• forming partnerships with residents and other landowners, public agencies and volunteer groups 
to coordinate and multiply the effectiveness of weed management across the landscape of 
the Shire. 

Copies of the Draft Plan are available from www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au or by contacting Lisa Pittle, 
Land Management Officer, on 9433 3211 or 
Usa.Pittle@nillumbik.vic.gov.au . 

Written comments will be accepted until 29 February 2008 and should be directed to Lisa 
Pittle, Land Management Officer, Nillumbik Shire Council, 
PO Boll 476, Greensborough Vic 3088 or email Lisa.Pittle@nillumbik.vic.gov.au . 

Alan Marshall Short Story Award 2008 
Nillumbik Shire Council invites writers from across Australia to enter this annual short story 
competition held in memory of the great writer and former resident of Eltham, Alan Marshall. 

Judge: Cate Kennedy 

Entries close: 4pm Friday 22 February 2008 

• $2000 Open Section First Prize and $1000 Open Section Second Prize for stories up to 
2,500 words 

• $1000 Local Writers' Section Prize for stories up to 2,500 words 
• $400 Young Writers' Section Prize (15-19 years) for stories up to 1,000 words 

Competition details and entry form may be obtained from www.nillumbik.yic.gov,au • 
For more information please email artslnfo@nillumbik.yic,gov,au or telephone (03) 9433 3359. 

www.nillumbik.vi~au 9433 3111 

by Nillumbik over past years 
on the Osborne and Hamilton 
roadsides as well as partly fund-
ing a rabbit control program to 
be co-ordinated by the group on 
the entire Osborne Peninsula. 

Melbourne Water has awarded 
the group a Community Project 
Grant o f $2832 to provid e a 
water supply for the group 's 
indigenous nursery in Osborne 
Road. This money will be spent 
on a I 0 ,000 litre water tank 
with a solar -powered pump 
so the nursery can continue 
to produce up to 12,000 plants 
each year. It is anticipated that 
with the tank installed, recycled 
water will be sourced for use in 
the nursery. 

• Information on the group 
fro m Ann Penrose on 9844 
0934. 

Mr Rankin belleves 
growing your own has 
the added benefit of 
control over bow the 
produce Is grown "and 
brings great satisfaction 
at harvest time" . 

The next Warrandy-
teCAN information ses-
sion will be held at An-
dersons Creek Primary 
School on Thursday, 
February 21 , commenc-
ing at 7.30pm. Wayne Rankin and his giant 

• A study of Food zucchin i 

r-------------------------~ 
:PLUMBER AND GASFITTER: 
I CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS I 
I Electric Sewer Cleaner Available - 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte I 
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 7771 L-------------------------~ 

OSTEOPATH 
in Warrandyte 

An Osteopath can help with: 
• back & neck pain 
• headaches & migraines 
• joint pain 
• sports injuries 
• sciatica 
• back pain with pregnancy 
• and much more .. . 

Warrandyte Osteopathy 
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road 
Warrandyte 9844 2465 

E~RTHMOVING 
XCAVATION 

SITE EXCAVATIONS • HOUSE EXTENSION EARTHWORKS • LANDSCAPE EARTHWORKS 
DAMS • HORSE RIDING ARENAS • TENNIS COURTS • ROCKBREAKING • DRILLING 

20 years of careful operation 
FOR ADVICE, ESTIMATES AND QUOTES - PHONE ANTHONY 

0419 574 728 
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Our citizens are tops 
By SANDY BURGOYNE 

Warrandyte residents scooped 
the pool at the Mannlngham 
Australia Day 2008 awards with 
Peter Hanson named Citizen of 
I he Year and Anastasia Plischka 
Young Citizen of the Year. 

Peter Hanson is a busy young 
Warrandyte man. At the age of 
36 he has been given the type 
of accolade that many receive 
much later in life. 

A quick study of Peter's com-
munity accomplishments shows 
why he received the award. He 
joined Warrandyte fire brigade 
in 1991 and is still a member. 

"If the (fire) call came he'd 
drop everything and run and 
leave his work behind ," his 
mother Bev told the Diary. 

However, that Is on ly one of 
the ways he has served his 
community. 

"Out of everything that I do 
locally by far is what I do most 
is the historical society and 
people probably wouldn't re-
alise that," Peter said. 

His interest in local history 
started early. He grew up on 
his parent 's property in Webb 
Street and when he was about 
seven years-old he discovered 
a mine in his front yard. 

"I thought, this is interesting. 
There were old bottles and pot-
tery and that sort of thing so I 
kept digging and digging in this 
soft backfill. It has nice s traight 
walls and you could see the old 
pick marks. 

"It went to II metres straight 

down. I had two ladders and a 
lighting set-up and a windlass," 
he sald. 

He researched the claim's his-
tory and found that it was the 
Westbury Reserve mine started 
in the 1880s. 

Peter realised that much of 
the district 's history was being 
lost. He joined the Warrandyte 
Historical Society and set about 
photographing and researching 
the mines of the district. 

"What really spurred me on 
was when the mines were being 
shut off. People think the mines 
have been there for 150 years 
and they will be there forever." 
he said. 

Peter successfully negoti-
ated to have the-Crown Mine 
uncapped and a gate installed , 
allowing authorised access to 
the site. 

Recen tly Peter has been in-
volved In recording o ral his-
tory and copying historical 
photographs. 

"That is really important be-
fore people move out of the area 
or die, or get too old and they 
can't remember. Often people 
have photos of what they talk 
about,• he said. 

Peter joined the police force 
last year and, coincidentally, 
was confirmed as a constable 
on Australia Day-the day the 
mayor of Manningham, Cr Geoff 
Gough, presented him with the 
Cit izen of the Year award. 

Warrandyte is soon to lose 
Peter Hanson as his first post-

Peter Hanson, at the entrance to Geraghty's Mine. 
(Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 
ing with the police force is to 
Stawell, midway between Ararat 
and Horsham. He is looking 
forward to researching and 
photographing the Magdala and 
other gold mines in and around 
that town. 

• Anastasia Plischka is a Year 
12 student at Warrandyte High 
School who has a string of vol-
unteer work to her credit. 

"(She) is a very impressive 
young woman who, at the age of 
17, provides a fantastic example 
for young people," Manningham 
mayor Cr Gough said. 

In her busy schedule Anas-
tasia volun teers her services 
as receptionist at Warrandyte 

Housing and Support Services. 
She helps out at the Rotary Op-
portunity Shop and each Christ-
mas joins the team to wrap toys 
and prepare hampers . 

Ms Plis c hka takes part in 
many activities at her high 
school including fundraising. 

• Anastasia has been a mem-
ber of the school's student 
representative council since 
Year 7, acting in the positions 
of secretary and treasurer." Cr 
Gough told the Diary. 

She was on the Manningharn 
Youth Committee in 2006 and 
recently took part in an Aus-
tralian Citizenship course in 
Canberra. 

Community honours conferred 
A number of local residen ts 
were honoured to receive rec-
ognition in the Menzies Com-
munity Australia Day Awards , 
sponsored each year by federal 
MP, Kevin Andrews. 

They were presented on Aus-
tralia Day, in Mr Andrews ab-
sence, by Senator Rod Kemp. Lo-
cal people honoured include: 

(Picture by Ian Wright) 

SANDY BURGOYNE 
Sa ndy (pictured) has been 
involved with the Warrandyte 
Diary community newspaper 
as a volunteer since 1979, firstly 
as a photographer, then as a re-
porter-photographer and more 
recently as editor of the inter-
net edi tion, circulating around 
Australia and across the world. 
Sandy has a lso contributed 
feature articles , including those 
requiring historical research. 

She researched and wrote, "For 
the Community, by the Commu-
nity: the 35 year History of the 
Warrandyte Diary". 

DAVID CURRY 
David has been a member of the 
Warrandyte Rotary Club for 21 
years. During this time he has 
worked diligently as president , 
secretary, treasurer and board 
member. For many years he led 
the way in organising the art 
show-a major fund-raiser for 
the club. David is extremely 
community-mi nded and has 
held senior positions as a mem-
ber of Freemasons Australia. 
He continues to use his skills 
and knowledge to serve the 
community. 

WARWICK DUNCAN 
Warwick is a former president 
and continuous active mem-
ber ol the Lions Club of Park 
Orchards . He has also done 
outstanding work on behalf of 
Transplant Australia. A recipi-
ent, as a young man, of a liver 
transplant, he has taken on the 
duties of Transplant Australia's 
Victorian and national president 
and has promoted the organisa-
tion as a speaker and presenter 
at schools and service clubs. He 
is "in training" with his sons to 
walk the Kokoda Track in 2008 
raising funds for the cause of 
organ donations. 

RICHARD FORDE 
As a foundation member of the 
Rotary Club of Warrandyte , 
and during a long association 
with voluntary work spanning 

Court water saved 
By JOANNE GREEN 

Warrandyte Tennis Club Is 
playing Its part for the environ-
ment by conserving water and 
reducing Its use of mains water 
by up to 80%. 

Last year the club Installed a 
27,000 litre water tank, taking 
water off the clubhouse roof. 
This water Is used lo dampen 
those courts In use during 
play. 

Also last December, the 
courts were treated with cal-
cium chloride. 

"Calcium chloride coats the 
courts and traps moisture from 
the air," club president Mark 
Bence told the Diary. Eventu-

ally the chemical can absorb 
enough moisture lo produce a 
liquid. "That, coupled with the 
tank, makes 118 almost self-suffl-
clent. Water usage could be cul 
from 100 litres lo 20 litres.• 

The club raised half the cost 
of the lank and the calcium 
chloride, the balance coming 
from Mannlngham council. 
Club members Installed the 
tank and applied the chemi-
cals. 

"ll's vital for 118 lo save wa-
ter, and tennis courts use a 
lot of water," Mr Bence said. 
"II was Important so we could 
conllnue lo play competition 
tennis here." 

20 years , Richard has shown 
a willingness and a capability 
in every position in the club, 
including involvement with the 
art show, community activities 
and Rotary International-all 
assisting to raise funds to pro-
vide better fac ilities locally and 
overseas. 

ELISABETH GALLAGHER 
Elisabeth served her commu-
nity for 20 years as secretary 
at Warrandyte Primary School. 
About five years ago she be-
gan volunteering her time at 
Warrandyte Housing and Sup-
port Services. She is a valued 
member of the service's staff, 
using her considerable skills to 
counsel people affected by drug 
and alcohol abuse. 

DAVID GREENWOOD 
For the past 11 years David has 
been a very active member of 
the Rotary Club of Warrandyte 
as youth representative. He has 
worked tirelessly for the Youth 
Exchange Program-opening 
his home to overseas students. 
He has been active in fund-rais-
ing through the art show and 
the opportunity shop. He has 
actively supported the Warran-
dyte Christmas markets and the 
stocking rame each year. 

JOYCE GULLERY 
Between 1982 and 1999 Joyce 
and her late husband fostered 
a number of children. After her 
husband passed away, Joyce 
and Marilyn Byrne, a relative, 
were given permanent custody 
of two boys. In total, Joyce has 

fostered 79 children and also 
provided housing for families 
in need of a few weeks respite. 
Joyce's energy is amazing and 
unstinting-her feet don't ever 
seem to stop! 

ANN IRVING 
Ann was bursar at Warrandyte 
High School for 26 years. On 
her retirement four years ago 
she volunteered her services 
to the Warrandyte Housing and 
Support Se rvices, assuming 
control of finan cial services. 
Ann has involved herself with 
the Rotary Opportunity Shop 
and the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Market , which she attends 
monthly. 

GRAEME REDMAN 
During Graeme 's 18 years as 
a member of the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte, he has held all 
board positions. He has been 
a member of Rotary Mental 
Health Board for five years , 
during which time he worked 
diligently and enthusiastically 
to bring this problem to the 
forefront. He has worked long 
and hard for the art show and 
is actively involved in both 
the Christmas market and the 
Christmas stocking raffle. 

ROBINA STEVENS 
Robina has been a loyal volun-
teer at Information Warrandyte 
for more than 10 years . During 
this time she has been recruit-
ment officer and has organised 
training sessions for our volun-
teers . Her loyal support is much 
appreciated. 

Bold tales of derring-do 
Bushranger Matthew Brady 
was hanged in 1826 in Hobart 
Town, Van Diemen's Land. His-
tory was repeated in 1880 when 
outlaw Ned Kelly met the same 
fat e in Melbourne, Victoria, 54 
tumultuous years later. 

Matthew Brady was the first 
of the great Australian bush-
rangers , Ned Kelly was the last 

Diary artist Paul Williams has 
drawn these two infamous yet 
grimly inspiring lives together 
in a documentary book entitled 
Matthew Brady and Ned Kelly 
Kindred .pirits, Kindred live . 

It is available from the Old 
Bakery Cottage Bookshop in 
Yarra Street . 

STONEHOUSE 
GALLERY 

EXHIBITIONS : 
Feb 1-13-Holmesglen TAFE Graduates 

Feb 14-29-Chisholm Dandenong TAFE Graduates 
Showcasing d1vers1ly and original1ly 1r clay rori o r emerg no art sts 

Visit Stonehouse !or quality and origin al gi!ts 
for !amity and !riends 

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM 
103 Yarra Street, Warrandyte • Phone 9844 3629 

• restaurant • bar 

WEEKDAY 
WNCH 

SPECIAL 
ANY PASTA 

OR RISOTTO 
ANO A GLASS 

OF WINE 

$13.90 

TUESDAYS 
$10 
PARMA 

DAY 

WEDNESDAYS 
$10 

FISH & CHIP 
DAY 

THURSDAY 
STEAK 

DAY 

OPEN 7 DAYS• BREAKFAST-lUNCH"-()fNNER 
Fully Ucenced • Take Away 

Functions and Private Functions specially catered for 
Set menu or extensive house-made finger food • 1 O to 250 people 

104-106 MELBOURNE HILL RD, WARRANDYTE • PHONE (03) 9844 0325 

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION 
Servicing the area for 40 years 

SERVICE TO: 
Televisions, Stereo Systems. 

DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves, 
Digital Set Top Box Systems installed, etc. 

27 Mitchell Avenue 
Warrandyte 3113 

Marcus 
Clifton 
041.2 139 420 
Fax: 9844 3706 
20 years experience 
in the area 

Ph: 9844 3970 
Mob: 0408175 274 

Paia.ter <,e 
Decorator 
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Wan-andgte 
Veterinary Clinic 

M on-Fri : 9.30- 11 am & 4pm-6.30pm 
Saturday: 9.30am-12 noon 

WE CARRY A FULL 
PET PRODUCT RANGE 

Catering for all small animals, 
exotics and wildlife. 

Dr Derek J. Fairley (B.Y.sc.) 
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte 

Consultation by Appoinonent- Phone 9844 3071 

WARRANDYTE 
••GLASS•• 

All types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

SHOP LOCALLY 

-
<}.,i"r, -

DE RIAZ 
DANCE ACA DEMY 

\VARRANDYI'E 
COMMUNTIY CENTRE 

MEMBER Of MAS1BI PUJMBERS 

• Re-roofing & New Roofs 
• Gutters & Downpipes 
• Skylights & Whirlybirds 
• Gutterguard & Leaks 
• Rainwater Tanks 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

9844 3619 
0411267490 

Email: selectmetalroof@ 
optusnet.com.au 

CIASSES IN 
CIASSICAL BALLET, 
JAZZ, TAP & FUNK 

FROM BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED 
ALSO INTRODUCING 

NEW PRE SCHOOL SYLIABUS 

PRINCIPAI.S: 
Penny Butler 9729 6727 

Licentiate Teacher ATOD Lid Examiner 
Helen W"tlkie 0407 057 973 

Associate Teacher ATOD Lid Director 

"Keep fit and learn an an form in a fun and canng envtronmem·· 

r.----------------~ PAUL'S MOWING 
& GARDEN CARE 

I 
I 

• Odd Jobs • Gutters Cleaned I 
9844 3927 - 0408 592 795 I L----------------J 

NOW AVAILABLE IN WARRANDYTE 

Remeoial ano shiatsu 
Massage . 

AL.So AVAILABLE: , 
CUPPING, EAR CANDLING, HOXA 
FOR BOOKINGS CALL 

KA REN ELVIN 
ADVANCED UHEDIAL THERAPIST 

9844 4221 • 0402 408 663 

Evensong for Garry 
By JOANNE GREEN 

Garry Gason, Warrandyte's Anglican min-
ister, is retiring. 

Rev Gason, who has been minister at St 
Stephens in Stiggant Street for 16 years, is 
taking long service leave before his retire-
ment in June. 

He told the Diary he is retiring because 
his tenure at St Stephens is due to expire. 
"Alter you reach 65 it's rather difficult to 
find a new parish." 

Rev Gason conducted his last service 
as minister on December 30. "I tried to 
conclude my ministry over Christmas, and 
the coming of Lord Jesus," he said. "That 
was the message I was trying to achieve 
through my ministry." 

Garry Gason's ambition to become a 
minister came and went through his young 
life. However, when he was working in the 

premier's office after leaving school and 
was offered a promotion, he felt that God 
was calling him to the ministry. 

He has been an Anglican minister for 
42 years. 

Following retirement, the Gasons intend 
remaining in the parish. Garry has said 
he is prepared to take services and fill in 
whenever he is needed. 

They will be settling into a new house 
and Garry hopes to find time for garden-
ing. 

Coming from the country to Warrandyte 
16 years ago, he "picked up a feeling that 
Warrandyte still wants to be a community. 
There are difficulties, but there is still a 
feeling of community." 

This sense of belonging to a community 
will be Rev Gason's lasting memory of his 
time as Warrandyte's Anglican minister. 

Call for lollipops 
Would you like to be a lol-
lipop person? NU!umblk and 
Manningham councils are 
looking for community-mind-
ed people who would like 
paid positions as cbildren's 
crossing supervisors. 

"Crossing supervisors work 
with the local school com-
munities to provide a safe 
environment when crossing 
roads," a NU!umbik council 
spokesperson told the Diary. 

"They generally work 1.5 
hours per school day be-

tween the hours of 8-9am 
and 3-4pm. Supervisors have 
a role In educating children 
and parents about safety 
at cbildren 's crossings and 
are valued employees of tbe 
council." 

Manningham employs 40 
school crossing supervisors 
and currently has vacancies 
for new starters. 

• Further Information from 
Natalie Hall (NU!umblk) 9433 
3301 or Heather Leadbeater 
(Manningham) 9840 9237. 

Caring for ki_ds 

Pots by the river 
The Warrandyte Pottery Expo, one of the district's most 
popular events, is on again this month on the river-
bank at the bottom of Webb Street. The event will be 
held across the weekend of Saturday, February 23 and 
Sunday, February 24. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 

Do you enjoy performing? 
Do you love singing, dancing and acting? 

then be part of 

DRAMASKOOL 
a musical production worl<shop 

which inspires creativity and confidence 
Classes run every Saturday from 9.30-11 am, 11 am-12.30pm and 12.30-2pm 
at Warranwood Primary School gym for students In Years 1 to 10. Every child 
is guaranteed a speaking role and the opportunity to be in four concerts plus 

onstaoe at Warrandyte Festival! CALL KYLIE on 0411 807 744 for d1tall1 

The playgroups based at the 
Warrandyte Community Church 
have been operating without a 
break for 25 years. 

Meryl Dawson helped found 
the first group in 1982 when 
her son Tim was three years 
old. She is still working in the 
playgroups. 

"Every time I go to the super-
market I meet someone who 
has used the playgroup facility. 
Some of them are nearly as old 
as their mums were when they 
first attended," Meryl said. 

"More than a thousand chil-
dren from 500 Warrandyte fami-
lies have benefited from the love 

and care bestowed on them by 
playgroup leaders during those 
25 years," current coordinator 
Jan Bangay told the Diary. "It 
has been a great support for 
parents who, from time to time, 
have needed the help of other 
mums." 

During the 1980s, two groups 
operated weekly. A group oper-
ated each weekday in the 1990s. 
This year, playgroups are oper-
ating on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 

• Further information from 
Jan Bangay, 9876 4519, or from 
the church office, 9844 4148. 

Counting the days 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House is publishing a calendar featur-
ing 12 Jock Macneish cartoons promoting water conservation-plus 
laughs. Too late in the year to buy a calendar? Wrong! This one 
covers the financial year-July 2008 to June 2009. Costing only $10 
each, calendars will be available first at the Neighbourhood House 
stand at the Festival, then at various outlets around the town. We 
know saving water is a deadly serious business-but you've gotta 
have a laugh! 

DOMINIC BARRO 
RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS 

HIA 522019 
Registered Building Practitioner D.B. 04170 

HIA Accredited Renovator Member 
HIA Tradesline Member 

HIA NKBA Member 
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc. 

"· ell l'l!ll'!) 
PROMPT SERVICE 

FREE DESIBII/QUOTATION 
9850 3592 • 0412 331 464 
Experience Counts tor Everything 

bradley curtis 
• Domestic 
• Commercial 
• Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 
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Local garden opens for CFA 
John and Pat Anderson, with 
the support of the Bradleys 
Lane Community Fireguard 
Group, will be opening their gar-
den for the ABC Open Garden 
Scheme and the Warrandyte 
Festival over the Labour Day 
weekend. The $5 admission will 
go to the North Warrandyte CFA. 
The garden includes vegetables, 
natives , rose arches and stone 
carvings and a large collection 
of salvlas. Plants, many of which 
are dry tolerant , wlll be on sale. 
The garden will be open at 98 
Bradleys Lane on March 8, 9 and 
10 from 10am to 4.30pm. 

Honour 
"Queenie: One Elephant'sStory" 
has been named as an Honour 
Book In the Children's Book 
Council of Australia Children's 
Book of the Year awards for 
2007. It was written by Warran-
dyte resident and occasional 
Diary poet, Corinne King, She 
shares the honour with the pub-
lisher, Black Dog Books and the 
illustrator Peter Gouldthorpe. 

Toys 
The Warrandyte Toy Library at 
182 Research-Warrandyte Road, 
next to the Yarra Warra Pres-
school, is open on Wednesday 
between 10.30am and 12noon 
and on Saturdays between 10am 
and 11.30am during school 
terms. For $40 annually and one 
duty session per term, a single-
child family may borrow up to 
three toys for three weeks; $50 
for two children and six toys; 
$60 for three children and nine 
toys. There is an additional $40 
fee if members are not able to 
perform duties . Toys suitable 
for infants to early primary age 

, ....... 

out of the box___,,,.' 
By JUDY GREEN 
Drop your news in lhe letterbox 
in the front door of our office at 
the Community Centre, email it to 
warrandytediary@aaplnet.au, fax it 
to 9844 4168, or post it to PO Box 
209, Warrandyte 3113 by the last 
Friday in the month. 

are available. Call Amy Marsden, 
9844 1676, email amy@marsden. 
Id .au. 

Fair 
The famous Strawberry Fair at 
St Anne's in Park Orchards will 
be held on Saturday, February 
23 and will feature food, cakes, 
craft, toys, plants , a white el-
ephant stall and lots more. St 
Anne's is at 60 Knees Road, Park 
Orchards. For further informa-
tion phone 0425 788 126. 

Churches 
Ashley Price has been appointed 
associate pastor at the Warran-
dyte Community Church (9844 
4148). Peter Keep remains as 
senior pastor and Dan Crozier 
is the youth pastor. The Uniting 
Church (9844 2038) is seeking a 
new minister with Rev Alan Har-
die standing in at the moment. 
At the Anglican Church (9844 
34 73) Gary Gason has retired 
and the Rev Ed Smith is taking 
services until April. Catholics 
are worshipping at Park Or-
chards (9876 I 509) and are 
being administered from North 
Ringwood. For enquiries please 
call the above numbers . 

Contact 
Telecross is a free service by 
th e Red Cross , providing a 
daily contact call to elderly or 
house bound-people to ensure 
they are safe and well. Anyone 
interested in registering for this 
service or in becoming a volun-
teer should contact their local 
Red Cross office or visit www. 
redcross .org.au. 

Jazz 
Manningham Arts Centre is 
providing a nine-week course 
"Join a Jazz Band ", allowing 
participants to play alongside 
"Boss of the Piano", Bob Seder-
green. The course, commenc-
ing on April 8, is designed for 
participants with some playing 
experience. It consists of eight 
two-hour sessions with an end-
of-year concert. Call 9840 9381 
for further information. 

Support 
Manningham Community Health 
Service conducts a Women's 
Anxiety and Depression Support 
Group, offering support, encour-
agement, hope, companionship, 
laughter and information about 
recovery on a weekly basis . 
Contact Pam Quinton-Randall 
on 8841 3000 or email pam.quin-
ton-randall@mannchs.org.au. 

Business 
Nillumbik council provides 
a range of seminars , work-
shops and networking events 
to assist locally based busi-
nesses to get started and grow. 
Programs include "Start Your 

· Own Business", a course of 
eight three-hour sessions. To 

COREY'S COMMUNITY By SYD & ONA 
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Patchwork and quilting classes are being conducted by Ronnie 
Travassaros at her home 1n Kanilaroo Ground, commencing 1n 
February. Ronnie was critically Injured 1n an accident on Kan-
garoo Ground Road some years ago. She was not expected to 
survive hut with intensive treatment and rehabilitation she bas 
defied all odds- Her rehabilitation has been greatly helped by 
DASS! Attendant Support Workers. After four years of attending 
patchwork and quilting classes, with the help of DASSI she Is 
now passing her knowledge on. For more information and class 
schedule contact ronnle@connexus.neLau 

enrol call 9001 4170 or 0419 
573 703. Other activities are a 
Livewire program to help keep 
you informed about the web and 
its development of your busi-
ness and a series of seminars 
and workshops. The Nillumbik 
HomeBiz Network Inc. meets 
monthly to share information. 
For information go to www.nil-
lumbik.vlc.gov.au>Business and 
Tourism>Business seminars 
and programs. 

Lifestyle 
The 2008 Mannlngham Lifestyle 
Week will take place between 
February 28 and March 8. The 
week features talks, demonstra-
tions and outdoor activities that 
are designed to help residents 
improve their health and well-
being and have a really good 
time. Events include physical 
activities, art and cultural work-
shops and health and well-being 
talks. Residents can pick up the 
program from the Manningham 
civic centre, local libraries 
and neighbourhood houses or 
download through www.man-
ningham.vlc.gov.au 

SHOP LOCALLY 

Need to know 
This page is designed to publi-
cise community events. Ensure 
you tell us: what it is, when it is, 
where it is; is there a cost? Plus 
phone number for enquiries. 

CLYDE&. 
OCliER 

"Lions make love three 
times a night, Ock! • 

"Blast! And I've just joined 
Rotary!" 

Singapore Cafe Restaurant 
Catering for Functions, Cocktail Parties and Special Occasions 

Vegetarian dishes available • Lunch specials menu every day 
Licensed and BYO wine only 

artyfacts __.,, 

Church hosts 
workshop with 
Chinese master 
Warrandyte artist Denise 
Keele-Bedford . has organised 
a touring program for Associ-
ate Professor Sun Baijun from 
China. He has produced a 
series of works based on the 
"Life of Christ- from a con-
temporary perspective They 
will tour four ecumenical 
centres around Melbourne. 
He will also be condu ting 
free to the public workshops 
at the Warrandyte Uniting 
Church on Wednesday, April 
2 and Thursday. April 3. Par-
ticipants will be introduced 
to the technique of Chinese 
traditional ink wash painting 
used to create contempo-
rary/abstract paintings on 
Ink wash paper. Classes are 
limited and bookings essen-
tial. Call Denise on 9844 1681 
or 0408 599 423. 

Exhibition 
An exhibition by Warrandyte 
artist, Scott Nye, currently 
showing at the Eltham Li-
brary Community Gallery 
closes on February 19. Scott 
has painted rural and semi-ru-
ral landscapes of Warrandyte, 
Eltham and the Yarra Ranges 
with occasional drawings of 
the urban environment. 

Stonehouse 
Recent graduates from Box 
Hill , Holrnesglen and Chi-
solm TAFE colleges will be 
showcasing their work at the 
Stonehouse Gallery during 
February. Works on display 
include imaginative uses of 
clay, colour, design and an 
exciting array of glazes in 
both sculptural and utilitar-
ian ware. The gallery is at I 03 
Yarra Street, Warrandyte. 

Music 
Melbourne-based Girish 
Makwan who was born in 
India , along with Leo Dale, 
will perform at the Earth 
Harmony Centre, 246-250 
Yarra Street, Warrandyte on 
Friday, February 15 at ,pm. 
Girish plays a variety of In-
dian instruments and ls also 
a chant singer. Leo plays sax 
and flute. Tickets are $20. To 
book call 9844 5155. 

Manningham 
Manningham Gallery's Febru-
ary exhibition will feature the 
artist group "Valley Potters• 
presenting their 30th an-
niversary exhibition. "Earth 
Matters" shows the work of 
more than 30 ceramic artists 
from across Melbourne. The 
exhibition, at 699 Doncaster 
Road, Doncaster will run until 
February 23. 
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Now fully immersed in Warrandyte! 
We are prepared to get our feet wet and go that extra mile 

to ensure that you receive the best possible Service, Advice and, most importantly, 
the best possible Result when selling. 

When it comes to selling your most important asset, you can't afford to take any chances. 
Call Warrandyte's most experienced and best trained agents ... 

Call the Carter Team 

128 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood 
163 Yarra St, Warrandyte 

9870 6211 
9844 1200 

www.carter.com .au 
info@carter.com.au 
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Ba11 on 
ba11ners 
lifted 

By KARLY HICKMAN 
The Festival banners will 
be flying along Yarra Street 
once more. 

This follows strong lobby-
ing of SP Ausnet, who own 
the power poles, by John 
Boyle, president of the War-
randyte Festival Committee 
and Ryan Smith, state MP for 
Warrandyte. 

The power company has 
decided that banners can be 
hung from some of the poles 
as they are, while others re-
quire some adjustment. 

Early last year, SP Aus-
net-a division of Singapore 
Power-cited "industrial 
change" and safety issues 
as the main reasons for the 
more rigorous restrictions. 

Although SP Ausnet are 
maintaining their position, 
claiming "banners can be 

placed on power poles, 
provided that appropri-
ate safety precautions and 
regulations are adhered to," 
the company has agreed to 
work towards a solution to 
the problem. 

According to Ausnet, "all 
proposed banner locations 
have been identified and in-
dividually assessed, as have 
the banners and brackets, to 
ensure they comply with in-
dustry standards and don't 
pose a safety risk to the 
community". 

According to Mr Boyle, SP 
Ausnet official David Grant 
was "a key to the effective 
outcome," striking a balance 
between the wishes of the 
community and the safety 
concerns of the company. 

When the difficulty with 
the banners first arose, Mr 

Boyle contacted local MP 
Ryan Smith. 

Mr Smith , elected in No-
vember 2006, attended his 
first Warrandyte Festival 
in 2007. "l saw how disap-
pointed Warrandyte resi-
dents were at the absence 
of the banners," he told the 
Diary. 

"I felt that disallowing the 
placement of banners was 
sabotaging something built 
up over time." 

Mr Smith therefore de-
cided to become involved 
in the issue. 

SP Ausnet has decided that 
16 power poles can be used 
in their current state, while 
36 need adjustments to the 
brackets. 

Ace Energy will hang the 
banners during the last week 
in February. 

Royal Family: Kin(/ Derek and Queen Keri and (from left) daughters Hilary, 
Georgina and Celia. 
The animals will be pleased! Derek and Keri local pets, they also provide free veteri-
Fairley have been named King and Queen nary treatment for injured wildlife and are 
of the Warrandyte Festival for 2008. Derek actively involved in a number of local com-
as vet and Keri as vet nurse run the local munity groups. "Monarchs for a weekend," 
animal clinic in Melbourne Hill Road. As the Fairleys will lead the Festival parade 
well as their normal practice caring for on the Saturday. 

Where had all the banners gone? Andersons Creek roundabout, Festiual week. 2007 
(Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 

Pump up those 
pumpkins! 
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Festival briefs 
Moonshiners 
Fancy yourself a lager specialist 
or a draught aficionado? Brew 
a bottle or two for the home 
brewing competition. Categories 
include stout, lager, bitter, ale, pil-
sner. draught light and other and 
people's choice. $2 per entry. 

Crash and bum 
Watch in awe as our local he-
roes-police. SES, ambulance 
and CFA-rescue a victim from 
a crashed and burning vehicle 
in a combined training exercise. 
Stiggants Riverbank. 4.30pm 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Steam on! 
Enjoy the smell of hot oil, the hiss 
of steam? No, not a trip to Mc-
Donalds! We're talking about the 
Eltham Steam and Stationary En-
gine Preservation Society display. 
Soak up the atmosphere. yarn to 
the greasy old blokes. East of the 
Rotunda. all weekend. 

Pets' paradise 
Is your pooch the prettiest in 
town? Your cat the coolest? 
Find out at the pet show, near 
the Riverbank stage on Sunday 
at 9.30am. Various categories, 
including cats, dogs, rabbits, 
hamsters. mice, goldfish, birds 
and reptiles. Crocodiles? 

Paint the town 
The Rotary Art Show will be 
exhibiting work from local and 
interstate artists at the Warran-
dyte Community Church on Yarra 
Street Open Saturday, March 15, 
9am-5pm and Sunday, March 16, 
10am to 4.pm. Admission $2. 

Speed demons 
The Billy Cart Derby on Sunday 
morning is sure to provide lots 
of thrills and spills as kids aged 
8 to 15 put their driving skills to 
the test There Is even a race for 
the adult enthusiasts' Registra-
tion is between 8.30 and 9.15 at 
Police Street and racing zooms 
off at 9.30. 

Bizarre bazaar 
Tire Sunday Kids Market will em-
brace this year's theme of "Home 
Grown Fun" as local youngsters 
set up stalls with home-made or 
home grown goodies. The market 
runs 10.30am to 12.30pm at Stiq-
gants Reserve. Up for grabs will 
be certificates for the most co-
lourful. most creative, and most 
environmentally aware stalls. 

Goldneun 
John Hanson will be leading a 
Sunday afternoon tour of an 
1850s gold mine. Run by the 
Uniting Church, participants are 
asked to meet at 2pm at 104 
Webb Street and to bring flat 
shoes and a toroh. Donations to 
Walk Against want appreciated. .,.....,, 
Everyone's favourite, the Duck 
Race, wHI be held on 5unday af-
ternoon. Hundreds of eager yel-
low plastic ducks will be laundled 
into the Varra River at Forbes 
Street at 2.30pm, where they wiD 
swim" lhrough the rapids to the 

finish line across from the bot-
tom of Stlggants Street. Ducks 
available for sale at ICiools or 
at the lnformalion Caravan Aear 

for $2. Trophy for the ·--

Satu 
night 
fever 

By KARLY HICKMAN 
The new Saturday night 
program on the Main Stage 
promises to be a swinging 
event for all. 

Festival organisers have 
been concerned that in the 
past, the Saturday night 
show has catered for an old-
er audience, leaving young 
people with nothing to do. 

"In recent years the youth 
have been left without any-
thing to do or see on a Sat-
urday night," organiser Ben 
Dennis told the Diary. "Previ-
ous program formats have 
targeted an older crowd." 

In an attempt to turn this 
around , Ben Dennis has 
organised a stellar line-up 
of acts, including local band 
The Teskey Brothers, swing 
band Frankie Wants Out and 
the eight-piece group, Ska 
Vendors. He believes bands 
from the differing genres 
of swing, jazz and ska are 
likely to draw an audience 
of all ages. 

Rick Gordon, Festival vet-
eran, hopes that this year's 
program will achieve two 
goals. "Firstly, to trial a new 
approach never tried at the 
Festival; and secondly, to ca-
ter for young people whilst 
not excluding Warrandyte's 
older demographic." 

Presenting the entire pro-
gram on the Main Stage 
at Stiggants , the organis-
ers hope to "integrate the 
crowd, rather than segregat-
ing one (younger) group of 
the community". 

"The difference between 
these bands and others is 
the way they involve the 
crowd, whether it be a 14 
year-old teenager or an 80 
year-old," Ben said. "The 
music wm have the crowd 
dancing or grooving along 
to the beat." 

The Teskey Brothers will 
kick off the night in a relaxed 
mode with a melodic, roots-
style sound, likened to the 
styles of George Benson or 

'Tis f oily not to 
come to the Follies 
It's a most convenient truth 
that the annual Follies, 
staged by the Warrandyte 
Theatre Company at the 
Mechanics Institute Hall 
is probably the funniest, 
best night out of the entire 
festival . 

This year it 's titled "An 
Inconvenient Follies", so we 
can assume the sketches, 
gags and musical items will 
address that most hilarious 
of topics, global warming. 

Prepare for an evening 
of floods, fire, frivolity and 
general mayhem guaranteed 
to change the local climate 
forever. 

The show is being co-di-
rected by Darren Bowers 
and Howard Geldard and 
produced by Denise Farran. 
Musical director is Jack 
Stringer and stage manager 
is Phy! Swindley. 

As usual, a plethora of 

wild-eyed writers is cobbling 
the scripts together, led by 
Alan Cornell (he of Diary 
Trotts fame). 

A huge cast, 30 plus, should 
lead to some inconvenient 
moments backstage. 

An Inconvenient Follies 
will run at the Mechanics In-
stitute Hall, cnr Yarra Street 
and Mitchell Avenue on 
Thursday, March 13; Friday, 
March 14; Saturday, March 
15. Thursday, March 27 ; 
Friday, March 28; Saturday, 
March 29. Thursday, April 
3; Friday, April 4 and Sat-
urday, April 5 commencing 
at 8pm. 

• Bookings can be made 
at the Old Bakery Cottage 
Bookshop at 189 Yarra 
Street, or by phoning 9844 
1744. 

Book early. The Follies is 
the most popular show in 
town! 

Ray Charles. It includes such 
influences as blues , funk, 
jazz, soul, rock and latin. 

Melbourne-based Frankie 
Wants Out, titled "the sul-
tans of swing" and self-
styled a "gangster swing 
band" is heavily influenced 
by the New York music halls 
in the 1920s and 30s and 
the more modern sound of 
such bands as Royal Casino 
Revue. 

mitted to the Melbourne mu-
sic scene, their EP released 
in 2006 is entitled "The Mel-
bourne Way". 

performed with such well-
known bands as Neville 
Staples, The Special Beat, 
Bomba and Area 7. They 
provided backing for Carlos 
(Bonanza Ska) Malcolm on 
his trip to Australia in 2005. 

Du r ing 2007 they per-
formed at festivals in Queen-
scliff, Brunswick and Wanga-
ratta, and at the Melbourne 
International Arts Festival. 
Their music has featured 
on Triple J, PBS, 3RRR and 
ABC-774. 

PBS FM describe their mu-
sic as "happy, energetic and 
very danceable". 

• The Teskey Brothers will 
play from 7.30 to 8.15pm; 
Frankie Wants Out between 
8.30 and 9.30pm and The 
Ska Vendors will wind-up 
the program from 9.45 to 
11pm. 

Frankie Wants Out has 
been making audiences of all 
ages jump, groove and swing 
from St Kilda to Fitzroy. Com-

Winding up a wonderful 
night will be Ska Vendors, a 
well-established Melbourne 
band who play ska, reg-
gae and rocksteady. They 

Reading in a 
Grand style 
One of the festival's special features--
The Grand Read-is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year. So they've re-
named it "The Very Grand Read". 

Marion Winton and Paul Haskings be-
gan it all as a place where amateur and 
professional writers could read their 
work before a local audience. Joan Rog-
ers from the Bakery Cottage Bookshop 
took it on after a while, then Diary poet 
Karen Throssell bas organised it since, 
on behaH of Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House, partly as a place where students 
of WNH writing classes could try out 
their work. 

To celebrate the occasion, the organis-
ers have invited award-winning author 
Garry Disher to be guest of honour. Gar-
ry has written more than 40 books and 
won several international and Australian 
awards. 

The Very Grand Read will be held up-
stairs at the Grand Hotel on Tuesday, 
March 18. Cocktails from 6 to 7.30pm, 
readings from 8 to 10.30pm. Cost la 812 if 
booked by March 3 (9844 1839), or 815 at 
the door. 

On ya bikes for 
the big ride! 
Pedal-pushers of all ages are invited to 
join the Warrandyte Festival Bike Ride on 
Sunday, March 16. 

Run by YMCA, Parks Victoria and the 
Festival Committee, the morning ride will 
weave its way though the State Park, along 
the Yarra and through the historic gold min-
ing areas to Black Flat. 

A Parks Victoria ranger will accompany 
the ride and provide commentary at sites of 
interest. An informative talk about the area's 
historical significance and future challenges 
will be conducted at Black Flat. 

The ride will cater for family groups, 
among others, and everyone is encouraged 
to bring their morning tea to enjoy when 
they reach Black Flat. 

The route is an easy eight kilometres and 
is suited to road or hybrid bikes. 

All riders must register via the Bike Ride 
link on the Warrandyte Festival Website. 
Check-in on the day is at the Taroona Av-
enue netball courts at 9am for a 9.30am 
start. 

• Registration forms can be accessed 
via the Festival website at home://vtcnet. 
au/-warrfest/lndex.htm 
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Sat 8, Sun 9 & Mon 10 March : 10am to 4.30pm 
98 BRADLEYS LANE 

John & Pat Anderson will be opening their garden for the ABC 
Open Garden Scheme and Warrandyte Festival over Labour Day 
weekend to raise funds for Nor1h Warrandyte CFA. Vegetables, 
natives, rose arches and a collection of perennial salvlas as 
well as other members of the mint family. Many are drought 
tolerant and non-Invasive. Plants will be available for sale. Entry 
S5. Enquiries 9844 3442. 

Come and enjoy a great night of free music In beautiful 
surroundings. Dance hard or just relax and soak up the 
atmosphere. The Teslley Brothers, a local group of 
1alented musicians wrth a unique and original style, have a 
huge following In the Warrandyte area. Sultans of swing, 
Frankie Wants Out are a 9-piece band sure to get you up 
on your feet. They've been pulling audiences from Frtzroy 
to St Kilda and show no signs of letting up. Another 9-
plece band the Ska Veodors play ska/reggaelrocksteady. 
They get their sound from the Jamaican Pioneers. the 
two-tone legends from the UK, as well as a myriad of great 
Melbourne ska bands that have all had an inlluence on 
their music. Love the music but can1 dance? Tho Slllog 
Patrol will teach you the basics and get your hmbs flying 
as the bands cook up a musical least! 

THURS 13-SAT 15 and THURS 27-SAT 29 MARCH 
THURS 3-SAT 5 APRIL 

THE FESTIVAL FOUIES "An Inconvenient Follies?" As usual , the Festival heralds the 
gathering of the Warrandyte Theatre Company troops for the Follies season. We have a 
30-strong cast of locals at last count, with many great newcomers. The theme this year 
centres around the concept of Inconvenience-with many references to the notions of 
sustainability in modern life. Mechanics Institute Hall. BYO food and drink. $18 per head. 
$15 concession. 7.30pm. Bookings: Joan Rogers at The Old Bakery Cottage Bookshop, 
189 Yarra Street, 9844 1744. Booking essential. 

FRIDAY 14 MARCH 

9am: 

9.30am: 

SUNDAY 16 MARCH 
1DanHpm ALL-WEEKE#D ACnVITIE$. See Side panel 

FAMILY BIKE RIDE: Check in 9am for a 9.30am sharp start from netball 
courts, Taroona Ave. Warrandyte . Wrth the Warrandyte Festival Commm.ee 
the YMCA and Parks Victoria are proud to present the 3rd Annual Bike 
Ride. Ride thrOUQh the Warrandyte State Park by the Yarra River and 
historical gold mImng areas to !!lack Rat picnic ground. The return to 
the netball courts completes the easy 8km route. A Parks Victona ranger 
will join the ride and comment on points of interest along the waJ. For 
information phone Stewart 9844 1156. email tekmark@gmall.com. orviSll 
the Festival websrte httpJ/home.vicnet nelau/-warrtest for an emry form 
Sponsored by YMCA. 
BIUYCART DERBY: Reg1strat1on 8.3o-9.15am. Police Street, outside 
police station. Ages 8-15 on the day. plus a race for the parents Lots 
of great prizes and trophies Tea. coffee and snags on sale so come for 
breakfast. $7 regIstratIon. Neil Carter, 0418 357 282. Sponsored by Blue 
Light Disco Committee. 

9.30am: DOG SHOW & PET PllllDE: Vanous categones. including cats. rabbits 
hamsters, mice, goldfish, birds, etc. All ap1mals welcome if under owner's 
control. Run by Warrandyte High School. StJggants Riverbank Enqumes: 
Sue Martin 9844 2749 or 9870 8720 (AH). 

11H0.50am: SNAKE MAN REPTILE SHOW: Mam Stage at SUggants 
1D.30am-- KIDS' MARKET: In the 2008 theme of "Home Grown Fun" the kids' market 
12.30pm: welcomes apP.lications for a stall with any home-made or home-grown 

goodies. Certificates will be awarded in three categones: Most Colourtul , 

ROTARY ANNUAL ART SHOW: OFFICIAL OPENING & COCIITAIL PARTY from 7 .30pm $15 11 am: 
Warrandyte Community Church, Yarra St. nckets and Art Show entry forms from Margory 

Most Creative and The Green Prize (for the most environmentally aware) . 
Applications available from local schools Enqumes Jan 9844 4995 
NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE: Writing. drawing and having fun (for adults) With 
Peter Dougherty in Neighbourhood House stall east of Rotunda on nverreserve Lapworth, 9844 4495. 

SATURDAY 15 MARCH 
9am-5pm AU-WEEKE#D ACTIVITIES. See side panel. 

10.15am: PllllDE MARSHALLING: At the bridge tennis courts (pedestrians) and TIiis 
Drive (vehicles and horses). 

10.30am: JUDGING OF FLOATS: Perpetual Trophy for best parade entry. Other categories: 
Most Colourful , Most Imaginative, Best Costumes/Make-up and Most 
Warrandyte-ish. 
OFFICIAL START OF PARADE: At Community Centre. Cutting of ribbon by local 
councillors. 
NEIGHBOURHOOD HOOSE: Strong Women Stay Young, Busy Needles craft group, 
children's drawing in Neighbourhood House stall east of Rotunda on river reserve. 

11.10am: FESTIVAL PARADE: Including town crier Ian Craig, festival monarchs Derek and 
Keri Fairley, bands, floats, vintage cars & more. Commentaries at Community 
Centre, Grand Hotel and Stiggants Reserve. Enquiries: Jill Parker, 9844 0180. 
GROOVE 01 SATURDAY: With 1 O local bands pertorming on the stage from heavy 
rock to soul & blues. Between Stiggants carpark and the footbridge. See details 
below. DJ's playing alternative rock, hiphop, funk, jazz and blues. 
MAIN STAGE AT STIGGANTS: Official festival opening by the monarchs of the 
Warrandyte Festival, Derek & Keri Fairley, and local councillors, followed by 
entertainment provided by local schools, dance groups and musicians-see 
detailed program below. On the Main Stage at Stiggants Reserve. 

12-4.30pm: RIVERBANK STAGE: MC Red the Clown with Phat Max, Ben Mitchell, Andy Jans-
Brown, Floyd Thursby and Steve Boyd & the Preachers-see times below. 

4pm: HOME BREWING COMPETITION: Registration from 4pm and judging from 5pm. 
Warrandyte is full of home brewing enthusiasts and this is your chance to pit 
your skills against each other! Beer categories include stout, lager, bitter, ale , 
pilsner draught light/others and peoples' choice; $2 per category. Please provide 
at leasi 2 bottles per category. Located in the tent next to the top Stiggants St 
entrance to the Reserve. (Ask at the information caravan if you can't find it) . 
Sponsored by The Grand Hotel and Buckley's Beer. 
CAR RESCUE: Police, CFA, Ambulance & SES. Simulation of a rescue from a 
crashed and burning vehicle in a combined training exercise. Riverbank Stage area. 

7 .30pm-- SATURDAY NIGHT SWING: Stiggant's Main Stage. A night of ska, swing and soul 
10.45pm: with The Teskey Brothers, Swing Patrol, Frankie Wants Out and The Ska Vendors 

-see top of program for details. 
e ASSOCIATED ACTIVITY 

THE FESTIVAL FOLLIES "An Inconvenient Follies?" Warrandyte Theatre Company's 
annual revue. See earlier in program for details. 

GROOVE 
ON SATURDAY 

MOOVE 
ON SUNDAY 

Stlggants St carpark, near SKATE 
footbridge COMPETITION 

11.ASat - lipll Sponsored by YMCA 
Saturday tt's Rock Day wnh Skate Park. Warrandyte Reserve 

10 local bands pertonmlng on the slage Cnr Yarra St & Taroona Ave 
from heavy rock to soul and blues: free fnt,y • 61111 Prins 
11.45am Electric Vishnu 1pm Under 12 (Primary School) 
12.15pm The Screaming Pigeons 2pm Under 15 
12.45pm The Thad 3pm Open 
1.1a,m Upananm 4pm Professional Skate Demo 1.e,m The Vambrance 
2. 15-111 Dlslllusional MInortty Refreshments Available 
UI0,111 Through the Window AJcohal frN Zon, 
U0,111 Tnac1 
4.00,,,, Wilson's concourse Enquiries: Rici< Gordon 
U0,111 Celadore 9844 2242, 0411 025 412 

11 am: SICAKE MAIi REPTILE SHOW: Riverbank Stage. Also at 12.30. 2.30 & 3.30pm. 
11.15am: CONCERT MAIN STAGE fflGGlffTS: A wide variety of mustcal entertainment 

featuring Eltham Concer1 Band, Orangotango, Super Delux Ouar1e.t. New 
Frontier, The Cadillacs, and Mother See details in program below 

12-4.30pm: RIVERBANK STAGE: MC Phil Melgard wrth Snake Man, Five Roger Discount 
Half Hr Show-Flash Twinkle Toes, Black Letter Pro1ect. nn Pan Orange 
and Kutcha Edwards. See detailed program below. 

1 pm--Spm: MOO VE ON SUNDAY: Skate Park, Warrandyte Reserve. YMCA Skate 

2pm: 
Competition. Free entry, prizes Registration from 12noon. See detalls below 
GOLD MINE TOUR: (90 min duration) Join John Hanson fora leisufelywalkand 
visit an 1850s gold mine. Bong torch, wear flat shoes: Run by Uniting Church. 
Meet at 104 Webb Street. Donation to Walk Against Want appreciated. 
Further info phone 9844 3906. 

2-2.30pm: NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE: Sophie Hastings Circuit Frtness class Busy 
Needles craft group, plus displays of Hebel sculpture and felting in 
Neighbourhood House stall east of Rotunda on nver reserve. 

2.30pm: DUCK RACE: Ducks sold at schools beforehand. and durmg the weekend at 
the Information Caravan. See over 1000 ducks launched into the Yarra at 
Forbes Street. finishing at Stiggant Street. S2 Entry. Trophies awarded 
Jenny Drummond 9844 2415. 

3.30pm: KIDS' GAMES: A chance for all kids to form teams and join m fun games. 
Bigger kids (adults) will have their opportunity too . Run by Warrandyte 
Primary School at Children's Free Activity Tent on Stiggants Reserve. 

4.30pm: CAR RESCUE: Police, CFA, Ambulance & SES. Simulation of a rescue from 
a crashed and burning vehicle in a combined training exercise. Riverbank 
Stage area. 

5.20-9pm: FESTIVAL FINALE CONCERT: (MAIN STAGE STIGGANTS RESERVE) 
Featuring Liz Stringer, Lil R and Musiki Man1aro to close the concert 
Details below. 

9pm: GRAND FIREWORKS FINALE: (SubJect to withdrawal of current restnctions.) 
Sponsored by IGA Warrandyte. 

e ASSOCIATED ACTIVITY 
TUESDAY 18 MARCH 

THE VERY GRAND READ 7.30 for 8pm start at the Grand Hotel. Celebrating rts 10th 
anniversary, our annual Festival event of readings from local poets and writers will be a 
special one this year, wrth award-winning author Garry Disher as our guest reader. and 
local readers representing each of our 1 O years . Cost $12 (advance booking) and S15 
at the door. Supper provided, drinks at the bar. Bookings Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House, 9844 1839. 
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Whether you're looking for an invesrn;,ent property or 
premius to operate your own buslnes.s, this single fronted 
shop of SOsqm (approx) is ideal! To be sold with vacant 
possessior>--just waiting for your business! 

auction 
2pm saturday I march unless sold prior 

suit $450k plus buyers 
There's nothing to do but move in & relax! Renovated SBR 
famlly home In quiet garden setting. Lounge/dining with gas 
log fire . As new kitchen with SS appliances. Separate self. 
contained 28R zone with external ·acc~t to work 
from home. Double auto pr-age. 

sloping 750sqm approx bu~ding allotment.I~ 
ly positioned only a short stroll from the Yarra · 
dyteW• Offers scope to build around the · 

ming pool. Wrth the Warrandyte Village on your 
r ultimate lifestyle awaits! 

warrandyte north auction 
11 am saturday 23 february unless sold prior 

suit $660k plus buyers 
A llndleys Lane address is within your reach! Nonh facing 
SBR family home on 1.25 acres approx. Lounge/dining with 
views of Kangaroo Ground. Kltchen/-a!s. BeYated deck for 
entertalnlng. Double carport. Plus the rivef' at the boa:om 
of your garden! 

real estate agents auctioneers 

ch unless sold 
38R timber 

lopment 
id fuel heater, ti 

e rear 

warrandyte north auction 
I pm sunday 2 march unless sold prior 

suit $800k plus buyers 
Calling all horse to.wn! lmap,e owning 25 acres of rolling 
Jm(Urewith SOJnnillsvlMs of the Dandenonp.lndodes family 
home With 28Rs plus rumpus (suit 3,. BR). Lounge/dining. 
Kitchen/meals.] car accom,nodario,L Mtnage, hay shed, golf 
praa:k.e hole & spring fed cnelc. 

property managers 
2a & lb webb st, warrandyte, 3113 I T 9844 0052 I vicki 0427 310 512 russell 0413 9"'7 676 I www.prdinermcinnes.com 
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Warrandyte Lions 
Tennis Club 
invites the local community to 

FREE 
SUNDAY 
TENNIS 
Recently refurbished en tout cas courts will be open 
free to the community on Sundays from 1 Oam to 6pm 
during February and March. 

Come and enjoy a barbecue (byo) and a hit and giggle 
at the best riverside site in Warrandyte. 

Bookings essential. 

Lions' Giant Op Shop Clearance Sale 
Gornmuruiy G8rHt-;, J\tdurr~ ) 0ur1d~y F'8bru~1ry ?.1Hr1 

SAVE49 
per litre 

Victory SUPA (f/)Jj, 

Kids' Club 

Warrandyte 

402 Heidelberg!Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 
Telephone: 9844 3089 • Facsimile: 9844 4866 • 

Email: victoryiga@localgrocer.com.au • Website: www.victoryiga./ocalgrocer.com.au 
PROUD MAJOR SPONSOR OF THE WARRANDYTE FOOTBALL CLUB 
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rdigita 
S/ 

SHORT RUN COLOR 
perfect for - point of sale • invites 

manuals • newsletters 

A4 1-10 .... .. ...... .... ... ... $1.so 

From disk. eman or han:lcopy 
Most Mx 5 PC 1orrnats supported 

file handllllO lee Illa}' apply 
PdfJ)l1ftrred 

Professional male 
mid 40s 

seeks house to share, 
s/c flat or similar. 

All options considered. 

PHONE CHRIS 
0417 770 062 

11-20 ··················· $1.00 
21-so ... .. .. ..... ........... 90c 

51-70 .. .. ...... ... .......... 80¢ 
71-100 ........ ............. 70C 

101-200 .......... ......... 60C 

201-500 ................... sot 
501-1000 ................. 40$ 

1000+ ................... P,O.A. 

A little bit of Warrandyte 
by the sea? 

HOLIDAY HOUSE 
FOR RENT 
AIREYS INLET 

3BR mudbrick home set on 
2 acres of iron barks, 15 mins 
from beach • Off-peak rates 

Ring 98441540 
www.wytaliba.com.au 

Giftware Greeting Cards 
Photocopying Faxes sent and received 
giroPost Bill Paying Service EFTPOS 

Commonwealth Bank & National Bank Agency 
Foxtel & Manningham City Council Rates can now be paid here 

Private Post Boxes available for $1 per week 
Agent for Penguin Dry Cleaners 

PARK ORCHARDS POST OFFICE 
Shop 6, 13 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards 

Telephone: 9876 1291 • Fax: 9876 1443 
Proprietor: Harold & M;chelJe Bradfield 

Monday to Friday: 9arn-5pm Saturday: 9am-12noon 

DIARY ADVERTISING: 9844 3819 

Free Band at your RSL 

Otangotango swings 
Heather Jameson sings 

Sunday 24th Feb 4:00-8:00pm 
115 Brackenbury St. ( off Mitchell) 9844-3567 

G YOU tlDtOUG 
Pushing Roger's buttons 
will bring strange results 
li HERE was a three-

month gap between 
leaving the old house 
and moving into the 
new. It was conve-

nient in that we were able to 
drip feed furniture and "stuff", 
but what was problematic was 
that we were still running a 
business from the old house 
and needed to access our emails 
whilst at the other. 

We had discussed the possi-
bility of starting a new account 
but realised we would need a 
new address so immediately 
gave that up as a bad idea. In 
desperation, I rang our tele-
phone and internet provider 
and immediately began the 
roundabout of "press 3 for con-
fusio n" and "press 6 for total 
incompetence". 

"I'm sorry but you have been 
put through to telephone con-
nections. What you need is our 
internet department." 

"But I pressed that!" 
"Would lou like me to put you 

through? 
"Thank you." 
Pause 
"This is the main menu. Please 

listen for ... " 
I pressed a random number on 

the assumption that it would be 
wrong anyway and that eventu-
ally I might get a human on the 
other end of the line. 

"Internet Connections. How 
can I help?" 

It took me a few minutes to 
explain my problem and im-
mediately I was passed over to 
Hasan who was my lifesaver. It 
took him a few minutes to ex-
plain that what I need was "Dial 

" I rang our 
telephone and 
internet 
provider and 
immediately 
began the 
roundabout of 
'press 3 for 
confusion' ... " 

Up Broadband" and he then set 
about guiding me through all 
the stages of the process on my 
computer and IT WORKED AND 
IT HAD ONLY TAKEN ME f1VE 
MINUTES TO ACHIEVE. I had 
finally had a positive experience 
with our provider. I wanted to 
send champagne and to adopt 
him but was held back because 
there wasn't a number I could 
press for that. 

Needless to say, that wasn't 
the end of it. Because I am 
technologically inept , I did 
something to the laptop settings 

WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

Your place or mine. 
No job too small 

RING 
NEIL CARTER 

9437 2556 
0418 357 282 

and had to ring again to restore 
a setting, a minor tweaking so 
I thought. 

This time, after surfing several 
departments and countries of 
the world , I got back to Internet 
Connections. 

"No, I don't need IC, I just want 
to get to Dial Up Connections to 
reinstall a setting." Pause. 

"Hello, Telephone Connec-
tions ." 

I took a deep breath and asked 
to be put through to the inter-
net department. Things were 
going well. I had only been on 
the phone for 35 minutes and 
was getting close to the right 
department. 

"Good morning, Internet Con-
nections . Kylie speaking. How 
may I help?" I felt like we were 
more than customer and face-
less voice. I had already spoken 
with Kylie this morning and here 
she was again. 

"Hello again, Kylie. Had a good 
morning? Your shift must nearly 
be over by now so how about 
you end it on a high? Just put me 
through to Dial Up Connections 
and I won't have to send around 
the boys." 

"Do ther need internet con-
nections? 

"No Kylie, they've just changed 
their mi nds so could I please 
speak with Hasan in Dial Up?" 

"Putting you through.• Pause. 
I didn't have the great good 

fortune of speaking with Hasan 
and it only took me 40 minutes 
to explain to three different 
faceless operators that I didn't 
want a new broadband or a new 
plan or a new dial up connection 
but only a code to reinstall my 

existing connection. 
All this happened in our kitch-

en and whilst I had been on the 
phone, Herself had mixed the 
ingredients for the Christmas 
puddings and had prepared the 
evening meal. She did, however, 
keep me supplied with coffee 
and biscuits to keep up my 
energy for the last few laps. 
On several occasions she had 
suggested I should hang up but 
I couldn't bear the thought of 
starting from scratch again. 

Up to this stage it had taken 
me one and a half hours to get 
nowhere. Where are the Hasans 
of the world when you need 
them? Eventually, I was put on 
to Technical Support where I ex-
plained my difficulty to Craig. 

"Really we're only tech sup-
port for broadband .. ." 

I interrupted Craig by remind-
1 ng him that I had been on 
the phone for a long time and 
that I had heart problems and 
wouldn't see out the end of my 
session with the provider unless 
he could help me, even if he was 
really tech support for some 
esoteric department that deals 
only with the letters G to L on 
the kelboard. 

"Wei , I shouldn't but .. ." 
"No buts , Craig, just go for 

it!" 
Craig held my hand and led me 

down the path until we reached 
the problem code. 

"But all you need to do is 
type in .. ." 

As I typed in the code I recited, 
"There is only one God and his 
name is Hasan." 

ROGER KIBliLL 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement Service 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 
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Ways to survive our cruel, 
drought-stricken seasons 
In our last issue, Diary nature 
writer PAT COUPAR, modest as 
always, didn 't quite declare it 
was her final column, but she 
left enough clues, hinting she 
was disappearing into tfie wide 
green yonder-to Mallacoota in 
fact. Pat had been writing her 
wonderful column for almost 
18 years. Thank you, Pat, for 
taking us into your magical wild 
world through your elegant and 
informative writing. And best of 
luck. And thanks, too, to daugh-
ter Melanie, whose lovely line 
drawings often enhanced Pat's 
words. 

Meanwhile, well-known local 
garden designer and horticultur-
alist BEV HANSON has agreed 
to share her wide-ranging wis-
dom with us each month. & FTER the wonderful 

drenching rains we 
had in Melbourne 
prior to Christmas, 
someone asked me 

if I thought the drought was 
over. Certainly not! 

With I I years now of below av-
erage rainfall , it is in the subsoil 
that water available to trees and 
shrubs is sadly lacking. 

After that rain, if one were 
to dig into the soil you would 
find the moisture had only pen-
etrated the top few centimetres. 
That moisture is soon taken up 
by plants or evaporated from 
the soil. The same loss occurs 
with hand watering. 

Our aim should be to get the 
moisture further down into the 
soil and mulch to keep evapora-
tion to a minimum. 

Water restrictions allow drip-
pers, not sprinklers. A dripper 
line is much more effective in 
getting deep penetration of 
water into the soil. 

Smaller plants are easy to 
replace ii they don't survive the 
drought, but not the trees and 
larger shrubs. 

The following are some sug-
gestions on how to help our 

Warrandyte Community Centre garden: surviving with no 
additional water 

garden plants survive: 
• Collect all your rainwater 

from roof run-off-the bigger 
the tank the better. 

• Use a wetting agent (avail-
able from nurseries) to help 
store water and release it slowly 
to plants. 

• Reduce the amount of water 
intake of the plant by trimming 
some branches. 

• Plant in autumn rather than 
spring. New plants will have a 
much better chance of estab-
lishing a larger root system to 
survive the next summer. 

• Carry water from the 
kitchen, laundry and bathroom 
to precious plan ts near the 
house. 

• Plants in pots, that need 
extra attention, should be put 
in a shady place in the garden 

so water run-off will not go to 
waste. 

• Place shadecloth over a 
pergola to protect plants from 
the sun. 

• Make a shade "umbrella" 
from a cut branch to protect 
small plants from the sun. 

• When hand-watering over 
the summer period, dig a de-
pression beside plants (on the 
upper side if on a slope) and fill 
with water several times to soak 
down around the root zone. 

• Cut roots of large trees or 
shrubs that are encroaching on 
important small plants by dig-
ging with a sharp spade. 

• Place upturned juice or soft 
drink bottles beside plants to 
refill when hand-watering, al-
lowing the water to soak slowly 
into the ground. They can also 

""" 
garden life ~, 

By BEV HANSON 

be fitted with a slow release 
device. 

• Alternatively, plant-pots or 
pipes, if dug into the ground 
near plants, can be used. 

We have all lost plants during 
the drought and no doubt will 
lose more in the future if we 
don't have a re-think about what 
we plant. 

Even those who had doubts 
about climate change are com-
ing round to seeing that less 
rain is likely to be a reality in 
the future. 

In the next issue I will write 
about suitable plants and plant 
preparation before the approach-
ing autumn-the most suitable 
time to plant. 

On turning into a basket case 
TI 'M definitely becoming 

a grumpy old woman . 
Everywhere I look there's 
something wrong-too 
much, too little, too messy, 

too hot, too cold. If it's not too 
hot, it's too humid. Everybody 
is way too busy, and there 's 
too little time to think about 
anything. There are simply not 
enough hours in the day, and 
I'm too tired to tackle the night 
shift. And it's only February. 
Aaaarrggghhh! 

While our friends are downsiz-
ing and thinking about retire-
ment, we seem to be expanding 
in all directions. I like having 
plenty to do, but we are accumu-
lating "stuff" at an unholy rate of 
knots and our poor little house 
is simply bursting at the seams. 
There's not a vacant flat surface 
anywhere. I didn 't used to mind 
a certain amount of untidiness 
when I could remember where 
I'd put things. (fhe rest of the 
family wi ll tell you that I am 
continually losing my car keys. 
That , however, is sheer exag-
geration as I seriously mislaid 
them only once and they even-
tually turned up In a very logical 
place-the fridge.) These days 

Want to learn 
about the beauty of 

our local plants? 

~I 
Why not think about 

joining your local 
environment group? 

FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE 
STATE PARK 

Nursery Manager 
0408 317 327 

~Q 

our place _,,,,,, 
By MARILYN MOORE 
I can't remember anything for 
more than about live seconds. I 
can spend half the day rummag-
ing through papers looking for 
things, and the other half trying 
to remember what I was looking 
for or why I was looking for it. 

Today, for example, I have lost 
my cane washing basket. It's 
34 years old, of medium build, 
weathered complexion, and not 
in the habit of wandering off. 
How can you lose something 
the size of a washing basket? I 
used it only two days ago. Now 
where ... ? 

It's not as though we have 
a large house. A large house 
would be a recipe for disaster. 
Just think of the things one 
could lose in all those unvis-
ited rooms! Believe me, it can 
happen. Last summer, when 
our daughter was working at 
a well-known bridal registry, 
a newly-wed woman memora-
b ly vented her spleen at the 
CEO when i t appeared that a 

SHAPES 
BOBCAT & 

EXCAVATOR 
DRIVEWAYS 
CLEANUPS 

SITE PREPARATION 
LANDSCAPING 

PHONE 9844 2117 
0410402046 

truckload of wedding presents 
had not been delivered on the 
appointed day. 

Fireworks of every description 
ensued as the complaint worked 
its way down through suc-
cessive levels of management 
and the "culprits" were finally 
brought to heel. Subsequent 
investigation revealed that 
the presents had indeed been 
duly delivered and signed for. 
Was this woman even vaguely 
embarrassed when it trans-
pired that the presents were 
not only delivered on time but 
also neatly stacked in one of the 
infrequently used rooms of her 
very large house? No apology 
was ever made to the stall. I 
wonder if losing stuff is a daily 
occurrence for people who live 
in macmansions? 

One of our no-go zones will 
have to be sorted next week-
end when our son moves back 
home. (I'm optimistically saying 
"sorted", but judging by past 
experience I probably mean 
"relocated".) 

When he first left we resisted 
the temptation to use his room 
as a store, but expediency 
eventually got the better of us. 

Now you can't get in the door. 
Our excuse is that we've been 
cleaning out my in-laws' house 
over the past few months, and 
there is so much stuff that must 
be kept-boxes of photos, glass-
plate negatives, books, papers, 
memorabilia-much of which 
belonged to my husband's 
grandparents. 

There are photos, letters and 
postcards dating back to the 
late 1800s, Lilliputian editions 
of novels and Bibles designed 
for the long sea journey to the 
Antipodes; beautiful portraits 
of family left behind in Birming-
ham; an engraved wooden writ-
ing box containing treasured let-
ters; a well-worn wallet carried 
by my children's great-grand-
father through the trenches 
of Flanders during WWI , still 
containing well-thumbed let-
ters , photos and good luck 
cards . Our own memorabilia 
looks pretty meaningless in 
comparison. 

But before I revisit that trea-
sure trove, I'd better go and 
have another look for this damn 
washing basket and rescue the 
clothes off the line. It looks 
like rain. 

Eart Harmon~ s&op 
& W eUl,ein Centre 

• Crystals, Silver Crystal Jewellery ... 
• Books, Music, Incense, Cards, Gifts ... 
• Therapies, Readings, Classes, Workshops ... 

.:' --lh -.:' :'iO't .111.1 StlL'l'I. \\ ,111 .111d,1c· , 1 I' 
11111!~ t,•1',,11]'.11l-.. l,\lt11hl 111, ,1, 1', 1, 11 rli. h11,I ,, 
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JULY 2008 to JUNE 2009 
featuring twelve new 

Water Saving Cartoons 
by Jock 

On sale from the Warrandyte Festival weekend 
All proceeds to Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 

- Dcpartmcot of 

Human Services 

Anderson's Creek 
Cemetery Trust 
The Anderson's Creek Cemetery Trust is seeking expressions of 
interest from suitably qualified members of the community who would 
be interested in serving on the trust 
Cemetery trust members are appointed by the Governor in Council 
and are responsible to the Minister for Health tor the proper and 
efficient management of public cemeteries under the control of the 
trust. 
The appointment is honorary. An appointed trust member may apply 
for reappointment as part of a competitive selection process. 
To register your interest. please contact Mr John Chapman, on 
0412 540 342, or in writing to John Chapman, Anderson's Creek 
Cemetery Trust. PO Box 144, WARRANDYTE VIC 3113 within two 
weeks of the date of this advertisement 

David 
REPAIRS AND COMPUTERS 

City . s 
Communicat10 ® 

Economical Repairs to: 
TVs Microwave VCRs Hi-Fi Computers CD Players 
Appliances Phones Washing Machines Dishwashers 
Dryers Electric Tools etc 
Computers: 
Repairs Advice Cleanup 
Virus Removal Networks 
Broadband Installation 

David Hogg 

Telephones: 
Building Cabling Moves 
Extra Phone Sockets 
ACA Licen ed Cabler 

9844 1858 

DIARY MINI ADS 
BEAUTIFUL STAINED GLASS 
Fabulous panels to fit any window 
or door and enhance your home. 
Any style, small panels a specialty. 
Free quotes. Shan 9712 0024. 

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings, 
child namegiving and renewals. 
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726. 
www.bruceshand.com.au 

CIVIL CELEBRANT! Meaningful 
ceremonies for all occasions. John 
Byrne 9844 2155, 0418 995 189. 

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified 
structural, civil and geotechnical 
draftsman, 25 yrs, (Autocad 16 

yrs). Ring Ian 9844 5279, 0401 
050 191 . 

HOUSE PAINTING Call your local 
painter for friendly and efficient 
service. No job too small. Seniors' 
discount available. Phone Clint's 
Progressive Paintmg Service 9844 
4969 or 0424 731 830. 

CIVIL MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
GlnaAndrews. Friendly,professional 
service. 9844 2402 or0414 946 757. 

WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest 
way to send your message to the 
Warrandyte community. $5 for 4 
lines. then $1 each addIt1onal hne, 
prepaid. Phone Rae 9844 3819. 
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They were cadets 
together 
My family first met 14-year-
old Clinton as the basketball 
coach of my brother Luke: 
part of the generation of War-
randyte kids Clinton coached 
on his way through high 
school. He impressed with his 
knowledge of every player in 
every squad, their strengths 
and how to draw out their 
best. 

Clinton and I were both still 
in school when we started 
writing for the Diary, me doing 
news with Cliff, and Clinton 
on sport beside the late, great 
Lee Tindale. Clinton started 
Journalism at RMIT the year 
I graduated, and took over as 
the Diary's sub-editor, the sec-
ond beneficiary of the paper's 
support for aspiring local 
journos. Cliff Green reckoned 
my layouts were neater, but 
Clinton's headlines had more 

Watched 
his career 
We have known the Grybas 
family since they moved into 
Melbourne Hill Road and we 
became good friends through 
tennis and golf. 

Clinton was only entering his 
teenage years at that time, but 
it was evident then that his 
future would involve sports 
media. His knowledge of any 
sport at that stage was remark-
able. We would see him at his 
parents' home and the TV was 
always on sport, and Clinton 
would know everything about 
whatever sport it was. 

One of his first commentar-
ies was OR May 23. 1992; a 
football game between War-
randyte and Templestowe. We 
still have the video tape. 

It was great to see him join 
the ABC, and Vic and Sandra 
were delighted. Since joining 
3AW Clinton has never looked 
back. 

It's a great loss of such a 
young and talented guy, who 
had so much more to give. 

We will never forget his smile 
and sense of humour and we 
were devastated by his sud-
den death. 

Our hearts go out to Vic , 
Sandra, Ash, Julie, Jade and 
Laurenna. 

Tom, Penny, Melissa 
and John 

flair. Too right. 
Other local sports writers 

saw him as a terrific young 
bloke going places: with his 
rich, even voice, it was no 
surprise he headed for broad-
casting. 

In the years since, we've lis-
tened to his meteoric rise. Yet 
every broadcast, every byline, 
reminded me of days at the Di-
ary and before. No matter how 
high he rose, he always con-
veyed that air of a lanky lad in 
ref's stripes, who'd catch a lilt 
home alter a game. 

So many people reading this 
have known Clinton much 
better than me. Thousands 
of strangers have mourned 
him too, from footy fans to 
Clinton's own sporting heroes. 
It somehow seems far more 
natural that he should have 
entered their glamorous world 

than that he might leave any 
part of this one. 

It was Sunday afternoon in 
England when my mum broke 
the news by text. I trawled the 
internet and devoured emails 
from home, all laden with sto-
ries I could share. 

I think that this sharing is 
what helps us start the world 
turning again alter it stops to 
mark the passing of someone 
extraordinary. Nothing can 
bring Clinton back; but every-
one he met-on air, on court 
and everywhere else-<:an 
keep a little bit of the best of 
him in the world. Always. 

Georgi Stickels 

Georgi was the Diary s first ca-
det. She is now living and work-
ing in Oxford, England. 

He set an example 
Look people in the eye. Listen 
to what they have to say. Do 
your research . And work hard. 

Those are some of the les-
sons I learnt from the late Clin-
ton Grybas. Not because he 
ever sat me down and told me 
how to conduct myself, but be-
cause he set an example that I 
have never forgotten. 

When I graduated from War-
randyte High School and was 
studying Journalism at RMIT, 
I was wide-eyed and eager to 
forge a career in the media. 
Clinton was al ready doing it. 
He was only four years older 
than me, but had been work-
ing as a commentator at the 
ABC for a number of years , 
covered the Sydney Olympics, 
and reported on sport in local 
publications for several years. 

Even when he started work-
ing on national and interna-
tional events , he never ran 
out of time to keep filing for 
the Wa,wndyte Diary. He did 
the work gladly, voluntarily 
and very well . Despite what 
must have been considerable 
demands on his time, Clinton 
never seemed frazzled or at 
the end of his tether. He al-
ways found the energy for a 
friendly smile and quick hello 
in the Diary office. 

He had boundless enthusi-
asm, a healthy appetite for 
hard work and a common-
sense approach. 

Journalism is a competitive 
industry, and it can be easy to 
think it'll all be too hard , you'll 
struggle to get a job, and may-
be you should try something 
less cut-throat. Clinton was an 
optimist, and never suggested 
I scale down my ambitions. He 
encouraged me to develop a 
program for community radio 
and follow my dream to work 
in public broadcasting. 

A few weeks ago, when I was 
working the Saturday shift 
at SBS TV News, Sky News 
reported the death of football 
commentator Clinton Grybas. 
I thought it was a mistake. I 
couldn't believe someone so 
vibrant. healthy and only a 
few years older than me could 
lose their life so suddenly. At 
the funeral, I saw several of his 
colleagues speaking highly of 
him, remembering the good 
times they'd shared, and re-
flecting on his professionalism 
and kindness. I realised then 
that I am only one of many to 
be touched by the example 
Clinton set-always hardwork-
ing, patient and committed to 
his craft. 

Rachel Baker 
Former Diary cadet Rachel 
worked at the ABC for five 
years and last year Joined 
SBS as senior TV journalist 
in Melbourne. 
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A family 
gives thanks 

Our family would like to 
send our heartfelt thanks 
to the wonderful people 
of Warrandyte for all the 
love, kindness and sup-
port given to us following 
the passing of our dearly 
loved son and brother, 
Clinton. 

Your visits, cards, let-
ters, gifts of flowers, 
food etc., were grate-
fully received and wlll be 
remembered always. A 
very special thank you to 
the many friends who ar-
rived early one Saturday 
morning to "clean and 
tidy" our previous home 
for the new owners who 
were arriving on the fol-
lowing Monday. The new 
owners were delighted 
with the presentation of 
their first Warrandyte 
home. 

We were also happy to 
see many familiar faces 
at the service celebrat-
ing Clinton's life and 
afterwards at the War-

Taking the baton: Clinton in the 

randyte Football Club. 
As I am sure most of you 
would have known, Clin-
ton loved Warrandyte 
and loved being associ-
ated with the various 
clubs-football, cricket, 
basketball. He would try 
to come home for din-
ner with us, his family, 
at least once a week and 
on stepping out of his 
car would say, "smell the 
fresh air, there is nothing 
like clean Warrandyte 
air". 

We shall miss him 
greatly. He was Indeed a 
most wonderful, thought-
ful and dearly loved 
son, a loving brother to 
Ashley, a loved brother-
In-law to Julie and proud 
and loving uncle and 
godfather to Jade. 

Vic and Sandra 
Grybas 

and family 

~-- ........ Commonwealth Games torch relay, 2006. 
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Sub-editor Clinton at the 
Diary computer: 1993 (Pic-
ture by Sandy Burgoyne) 

' .. .long 
after his 
tragic . ' passing ... 
Along with the rest of the 
Warrandyte community, I was 
shocked and saddened by 
the death of Clinton Grybas. 
He had made a success of his 
career and was destined for 
bigger and better things In his 
professional and private life . 

I wish to acknowledge 
Clinton's work and his ongoing 
commitment to the Warran-
dyte community. 

His ste llar rise from cadet 
reporter for the Warrandyte 
Diary and announcer on com-
munity radio to popular sports 
broadcaster is the stuff of 
every young person's dreams. 
Yet he remained untouched by 
the trappings of celebrity and 
never forgot about his local 
community. 

He will be sadly missed by 
the Warrandyte community, 
but his life and the way he 
lived it will be remembered 
long alter his tragic passing. 

Ryan Smith 
MP for Warrandyte 
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Manninghrun in mourning 
Manningham council has been deeply sad-
dened by the death of sports broadcaster Clin-
ton Grybas. 

Clinton played a wonderful role in the Man-
ningham community for many years, and was 
a member of the Warrandyte Football Club and 
Warrandyte Basketball Club. 
He also interacted with Mannlngham council 
regularly during his time as a journalist for the 
local newspaper, the Warrandyte Diary. 

Clinton was a passionate and highly talented 
man who gave a tremendous amount to the 
people of Manningham. 

The community watched with enormous 
pride as Clinton's career blossomed at the 
ABC, 3AW and Fox Footy. His commentary on 
everything from the Australian Open and Com-

monwealth Games, to cricket tours and Af1. 
grand finals, was exciting, informative and a joy 
to listen to. 

He was a gifted and hard-working commenta-
tor and journalist, but more importantly, a car-
ing and compassionate man who touched the 
lives of so many. 

Manningham council sends its deepest sym-
pathy to Clinton's partner, Laurenna Toulmin, 
his family and friends . 

Cr Geoff Gough 
mayor 

Lydia Wilson 
chief executive 

MP sends condolences 'Focussed' 
I wou ld like to offer my 
sincere condolences to the 
family and many friends of 
Clinton Grybas, a journalist, 
commentator and man of the 
highest order. 

Although I never met him 
I always felt I knew him. He 
called the footy, the basket-
ball , the cricket, the soccer, 
the tennis , the Olympics, the 
Commonwealth Games and 
was always welcome in my liv-
ing room on the television. He 
was informative and precise 
but more importantly he had 
a style about him that made 
you feel that you were at the 
event with him. 

He played for the Warran-
dyte Football Club and War-

randyte Basketball Club and 
began his cadetship at the 
Warrandyte Diary, so I realise 
that former teammates and 
workmates have been hit hard 
by his sudden passing. 

By all accounts he was a 
terrific bloke and that came 
across in his media work. He 
was a man who you instantly 
liked and trusted. 

He made his mark in life by 
doing what he loved best , 
watching and commentating 
on sport. 

Many thanks for the memo-
ries. Vale Clinton Grybas. 

Danielle Green 
MP for Yan Yean 

Clinton brought a measure of 
pride to most people in the 
wider sporting community. 
However, there was an over-
whelming pride within the 
community of Warrandyte, 
particularly from those people 
who had some influence on 
his life as he grew up. 

It was so gratifying to see 
him so focussed on what he 
wanted to achieve in life. He 
grabbed every opportunity 
with so much enthusiasm. 
His tragic, untimely death 
shocked us all. 

Long may he be remem-
bered for the gentleman he 
was and for reaching the pin-
nacle of his achievements in 
such a short time. 

Brady Family 

300 Chasing the baskets Clinton s first 
byline: W¥mmdyre Ba~kctbJII Club hit!, 
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Clinton and Sue Anderson. (Picture by Chris Killey) 

June 1990 

King of the kids-and a dog. 

A family remembers 
' ... no 
mean feat 
with a 
whistle ... ' 
"A close game's a good 
game!" How many times 
was that phrase uttered on 
a Warrandyte basketball 
court by Clinton Grybas as 
he was refereeing? 

ii you sat close enough to 
the court, you received an 
early insight into what was 
to be his brilliant career, 
as he provided his own 
sideline commentary on the 
game in progress. Which is 
no mean feat with a whistle 
in your mouth! 

Clinton's enthusiasm for 
life shone through. Whether 
it was playing, coaching, 
refereeing or even as a spec-
tator. To see his passion as 
he clenched his fist, bent 
to one knee and called an 
offensive charge. That was a 
sight to see. 

This was not limited to 
basketball. Clinton was a 
regular on the golf ourse, 
challenging fellow golfers 
to skins tournament on the 
putting green and ensuring 
everyone's scorecard was 
correct. The day's high-
lights were often recapped 
alter a detour via 7 / 11 for a 
slurpee. 

Clinton had a fantastic sense 
of humour and an infectious 
laugh. Alter the joke had long 
past, Clinton would still be 
laughing to himself. You could 
not help yourseli but to keep 
laughing too. By this stage 
you did not know if you were 
still laughing at the joke, or 
if you had caught Clinton's 
infectious laughter. 

With the utmost respect. he 
was a true gentleman: a friend 
and remarkable inspiration. 
His warm smile and magnetic 
personality will be greatly 
missed. 

Melinda,Michelleand 
Callum Anderson 

' ... you don't 
even have 
to look ... ' 
I first met Clinton in hi early 
teens. He was like a son to me 
and with pride called me his 
"other mum•. 

His passion for the Warran-
dyte Basketball Club rubbed 
off on me and he convinced 
me to Join the basketball om-
mittee. He would pick me up 
and take me to the meetings. 
sharing his dally stories on 
the trip. 

Clinton spent a lot of time 
in our household, whether it 
was to deliver the basketball 

magazine to be folded and 
posted, or to talk over dif-
ficulties at the club. A great 
deal of the time was spent in 
general "chit chat" 

As he left the club for new 
horizons-3LO and ABC-
TV-we still kept in touch. 
He was so elated at being 
given the opportunity to 
finally work in the field he 
adored-sport. I remember 
a time when we were sitting 
side by side at a Warrandyte 
basketball game, and he 
gave me a running commen-
tary. I said, f r goodness 
sake I am trying to watch 
the game and concentrate. 
He said. listen to me and I 
will tell you what is happen-
ing and you don't even have 
to look. 

We kept in touch. Clinton 
was the most perfect per on 
anyone would want to meet. 
He was genuine. What you 
saw on TV was not a fa,;ade. 
His love, his enthusiasm 
and his honesty were what 
you g t. 

I felt so proud when my 
husband and I went to 
watch him run ";th the 
Commonwealth Games 
torch. That was awesome. 
His delight to ee our sup-
port was ecstatic. 

There are so many memo-
ries I will always keep close 
to m heart. I already miss 
his enthu 1asm. his pas.ion. 
his brilll nt smile. h1 love 
and his commentary 

ueAnderson 
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Inspired a comp 
ln early January we all heard 
the tragic news of the passing 
of Clinton Grybas. For the old-
er members of the Greybum 
Cup competition memories 
will abound of Clinton's tire-
less work with the Greyburn 
Cup which he joined whilst 
still at school. 

The Greyburn Cup basketball 
competition is held Wednes-
days at Warraodyte High 
School. Clinton went onto the 
committee, did the newsletter 
and refereed all the games, 
which was quite a challenge 
as at that time there was a 
women"s comp. an open comp 
and an over-30 comp. 

refereeing was always lair and 
firm and he took no nonsense 
from any player. 

Clinton started to step back 
from the Greyburn Cup as his 
media career took oll, howev-
er he always came back fo r the 
fi nals. Clinton graced us with 
his presence !or the last time 
on December 19 and he was 
looking forward to his media 
roles in the future and wished 
us all the best. 

fo r all of us who knew Clin-
ton , he will be sadly missed. 
His friendly smile and his 
kind and friendly nature and 
great energy will always be 
remembered. We will also miss 
his wonderful calls on 1V and 
radio, whatever the sport. He 
was one of the best. 

From all the past and present 
players or the Greyburn Cup 
we offe r our deepest condo-
lences to Clinton's family. 

o/iftinwn 
' ... he was 
an instant 
natural at 
match calls' 
I first met Clinton through my 
wife Sandy's connection with 
the Warrandyte Diary in the 
early 1990s. One thing we had 
in common was a love of con-
temporary Australian sports 
with a Victorian flavour. As 
Sandy and I were spectators 
at the MCG on Friday, March 
29, 1996 when Geelong blew 
Melbourne away I actually 
didn 't hear much or Clinton's 
first AFL commentary as it oc-
curred. That night at Clinton 's 
invitation, Sandy and I spent 

Clinton was the d riving force 
behind the competi tion !or 
many years . He organised 
presentation nights and ran 
them. and they were always 
well organised and fun. The 
weekly newsletters carried the 
game reports and lots of stats 
which all players enjoyed. His Paul Jenes Clinton with Sandy Burgoyne and Ian Wright. (Pictures by Stephen Reynolds unless credited) 

a short time in the area at the 
back of the ABC commentary 
box in the MCC members ' area 
so we sort or saw him make 
his debut. Over the next few 
weeks I listened and quickly 
realised whoever was going to 
hire him had a good one. I'll 
say from day one he had no 
apprehension and was an in-
stant natural at the Australian 
style of sports broadcasting, 
especially match calls. Who 
would ever forget that water-
polo match at the Sydney 
games? Another great thing 
about him was his humility; 
plainly he was that good he 
didn't need to prove himself, 
he would embrace everyone. 
His passing is a tragic loss. 

' ... reminded life is precious' Voice of the Diary cadets 
I can only imagine the sorrow that is in the Diary offi ce at this 
time. I know you must be feeli ng the loss of Clinton so keenly and 
deeply that I just don't know what I can say to you. You were the 
first to give Clinton a break and I know the pride you had in him, 
watching his advancement and achievements . I know Lee was 
especially proud or him and I can only send prayers and dear-
est wishes to Jan , this being so close to the anniversary of Lee's 
death. I guess once again we are reminded that life is precious 
and not to take anyone or anything for granted. 

Dennis J. Hoiberg 

Clinton: you were the "voice" 
of the cadets in my MA thesis 
on the Diary's history. You 
filed your first s tory on basket-
ball when you were 15 years-
old , but in your haste to put it 
in the contributors' box on the 
Diary tree you omitted your 
name. Therefore your fi rst 
printed article did not carry 
your by-line. You went on to 

report for the Diary on news 
important to the Warrandyte 
community and demonstrated 
a strong investigative talent. 

The national broadcaster, 
ABC sports radio and 1V, 
recognised your prodigious 
talents and put you to work 
in Perth in 1997. Later you 
returned to Melbourne, left the 
ABC moved to 3AW (Southern 

Stadium on target 
7' 

Cross) radio and drove the Fox 
Sports 1V AFL coverage. Your 
colleagues and audiences alike 
marvelled at your accuracy, 
sports knowledge and good 
humour. 

You informed us , ente rtained 
us and inspired us, but now 
you are gone. 

Sandy Burgoyne Ian Wright 

Clinton led the Diary's six-year 
campaign for a basketball 
stadium at Andersons Creek 
Primary School--1994-1999 

Basketballers doomed to watch? 

By CLINTON GRYBAS 
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By CLINTON GRYBAS 
Doncaster and Templestowe plans to 
bui ld • mega-stadium In Doncaster, 
l<,avlo g Warrandyte"s 500 
basketballersst!O waiting for a laclllty 
large enough locatl~Tfortln'U desper-
ate needs And they will be w-dl ting 
sevPraJ more months al lea.st for a 
deOnUe announcement on a new sta-
dium, as the response to DQncastt.r 
council s Indoor Sport and RL-crea-
t1on Plan s taggers along. 

The release of the report last year 
was met by the Warrandyte Basket-
ball Club with great excitement. rec-
ommend.lug as it clid a new oourt to 
adjoin their present facility at War-
rartdyte High School. While that hope 
is not lost . council's Immediate goala 
now centre on a 3.000 seat stadJwu at 

Rieschiecks Reserve In Doncaster, and 
the development of a large netball facil-
ity a t the former Templeslowe Primary 
School silt. 

This continuing saga h.as reached cri-
sis point for the club, who cannot cope 
with the basketball boom a.I Junior and 
senior levels. There ts now no chance of 
a n~w court being bulll anywhere but 
alongside the club's pre.ent laclllty. 

"We endorse the prfnclple of con-
.s.tructlng second courts at a number of 
existing centres , Including Doncaster 
Reserve lo Leeds Street and Warran-
dyte High School," the report said. 

Anding money for this Is now a top 
club priority President Gr~me Riley 
told u, .. O,ary that the club hM been 
Invited lo take part In a working group 
looking at the whole of the munlcJpaJ.. 

lty, Including the Rleschlecks stadium. 
'"The club has two Issues facing us,· 

he said. -We've got to participate in this 
working group while Independen tly 

Yo0/~~~g ~:.: ,r;~rc~~aty:ae;~~rc~0 ~ ~~~ 
on October l. 

"We haven"t got enough court fadll-
Ues to train our players 1 let alone play 
U1ere. Wewlll go alongwlth the working 
party and part icipate In It , but It won·t 
dcOect us from our desire to get an-
othe r court at Warrandyte." 

Plans for the s tadium • t Rleschlecks 
Reserve allow for three developmental 
s tages for development, possibly lead· 
log to an $8 million, 3,000 seal laciilly 
with eight courts and function room.~. 

Of great concern to Graeme RJley, ls a 
prw lslon forgamlngma.r.hln .. in slagetl 

lwo and tlarc-e of the proje<.'t. 
"Council should be focu Ing on the 

1mmcdlatc. real needs of kids who want 
to play basketball ." he said. ·Court 
s r1<-.ce. Not gaming facl il tle. and func-
tion rooms. We've go t plenty ol rum·-
llon rooms and gaming machines but 
we haven't got c.·ourts for kids to play 
basketbal l on. Thars the need, and 
that' s got to be the priority." 

' The club ls going along with the rest 
of the draft pfan because It primarily 
sc>eks to s upport basketball and I'm 
happy about that, hut the club wOi be 
seeking fu11dlng from council In the next 
lloanclal period to buJld a second court 
at Warrandytc. 

"We can't wait two,lhr~orfouryears 
or whatever ifs going to take to build• 
venue which doesn 't d irectly help us 

We have an immedlill e need for an• 
other court al Warranctr te for the cur-
rent needs of our d ub. 

Coordinator of recreation and d~ 
ve lopinent. Rob Dagoail, suld the re 
we re no "cold hard facts· on details of 
the proposed s tadium. As for the War-
randyte club·s new stadium, he- says 
there w111 be further discussions. 

"The basketball club Is par1lcipat111g 
in a working party and lnvolwd lo 
further dls<:u•sloo. Jt will be u number 
ol months before , omelhlng Is don,. 
The Warrandyte stadium Is just one of 
a number of lssues," he said. 

Concerns that council would be rt. .. 
luctanl to fund a new stadium on Min-
i.try of Education land at the school 
wer. not shared by Rob Dall!1,\ll. ·tr Is 
not against the club." he sald. 

Md<.,.ru1e t(,hJ 1ht- Otur '----------------------------------------------------------------------' 
ed a shdc in µn<.Jrtt ~, fr.,r ,w,J t0 

ka. b rt ,, • n,lf .,H th11t b.td ~ind 
•houl<.J r bU"' lop at now 
ti ,Jf 11 (! ,.,.,.-tum •·•S put ••n l,u,t 

, n i.c,w rvv1rt1n~6'1 hnpr 
lt1t1~lds P1.-Ja 

'-A d~ altw.t)<i HIii"' 
l f- p.l.(IIFJ (<)I .,_ 

ttlf; \-t':1\UC:: c11tJ 
,A n,Vi-. 1.;u1i. 
'.:x<1t111~pli,n, 

.)toJU IUUI USdgt..' WIii UC IICJst Hkl.H"U tJy fi 

1!:-~~;~'~h~d b~;k:~~j~ 
c:lub an<I Vl~nni11gh,1m f uunt'il 

Th~ b.t.kelh..tli (.IUb h .. u, h<•(•II lJUU:umg 
more court spac.:c. fo r rh lw1 tn1>.1r1 o(thls 
d"\.bd . having out grown tl 1~ -,1,1<lium :it 
Wdrrandytf> lfi~h . ·.ho,,1 whkh orwnt-d In 

~':~:i-1 ~~·;,:~,'d~11't,,tgn:rt~1~~;~:tL~:i 
up .-i work.mg party. 1,,11,,~ lng lobbyiug by 

-' II C:: "'""'·' u1 1;; 1u.: ..- ~,.- .. uun, 110,1 1J ,c..1 ,,,.,,. •A: 

major t.s lkin)J point Wllhfn club ci rcles 
"'There Is no qut r 10 11 I h,1I :a lot of the kids 

Sf1~ :::~ ,h"t,~~~ :~;;~: :~r::~~J"a1l~:;;,; 
<. urre nt C()Uf l CtJII SlflUII I S lniposed by 
rflc-orrl 11umher1 of Jun1<Jr pi.ty~r, )olmnH 
rt, Pntly. 

Thll' tlul> h,, µ4.'a I<> have: .i wf"ll -~·qul1>t>ffl 
<Jffh e ;md prnp~rtv , 11op di thr nt-w , tJ 
dlom 



Part of our 
town for 
20 years 
A PART from returning to 

Greece for funerals and a 
wedding, John and Despina 
Tslotlnas have never holi-
dayed in their country ol 

birth. Part ol Warrandyte for almost 20 
years, the couple Intend spending two 
or three months In Greece and other 
parts ol Europe alter selling John and 
D Motors. 

"We'll take a little holiday. back to 
the native country." John said. "We 
haven' t travelled much in Greece. We 
know Greece from the books, we don't 
know it." 

John, 72, Is from southern Greece, 
Tripolis, and Despina, the daughter ol 
a tailor, is from Naousa in the north. 
"Her part is very productive in indus-
try and agriculture-they produce the 
best peaches In the world for size and 
taste." John said. "We've got more his-
tory, it's very mountainous." 

"His part grows rocks." retorted 
Despina, 64. "People from here have 
been to the Islands In Greece and we've 
never been there. My son has been 
there lour times. But this has been our 
country now for 44 years." 

Arriving In Melbourne in 1955, John 
spent brief periods in Bonegilla migrant 
camp and labouring on the South 
Australian railways but it "was not his 
Hie" so he packed his bags and came 
to Melbourne. Meanwhile Despina had 
left Greece at 23. "I had a sister here 
and she brought me here. John and 
my brother-in-law were friends-John 
was the first person I met off the boat 
and it was love at first sight." Despina 
worked in a lingerie factory in South 
Yarra while John shared a house in 
Richmond. He had wanted to be a me-
chanic from the very beginning. They 
had a very simple wedding in 1966 with 
"no parties but quite a few friends" , 
followed by a honeymoon in Lakes 
Entrance, driving John's FJ Holden. 

"I was 19 when I arrived in Australia. 
Greece, she wasn't a progressive coun-
try," John said. "Alter the civil war it 
was very hard and we were very poor. 
Like today's migrants we were looking 
for a better life and Australia was look-
Ing for migrants. 

"With migrants, you have to screen 
them but to isolate them and not treat 
them nicely is not my cup ol tea. You 
have to treat them like human beings. 
I was naturalised in the late I 950s or 
60s. I had an interview so it was pretty 
similar to today-to see what sort of 
citizen I would be. Migrants have to 
know a country's history." Despina 
agreed, "You can 't let every crook in, 
you have to check them out." 

At first the Tsiotinas rented halJ a 
house In South Yarra with friends , 
keeping two rooms and a kitchen and 
sharing the other rooms, and moving lo 
Templestowe in 1972. "The house cost 
$24,000, very expensive. We only had a 
table, a couple of chairs and a bed. We 
can't get rid ol that table now, it's the 
same one," said Despina. 

"Having children was very hard with-
out family but we did it. We've got two 
boys and a girl and two grandkids. We 
lived in South Yarra and a little Italian 
woman next door who'd lived in Aus-
tralia all her life would correct me, my 
English and about life. I called her mum 
and the kids called her grandma I also 
learned English from my sister and an 
Australian woman, a neighbour. She 
came In every day for coffee at nine 
o'clock," she said. 

• All the kids got an education, we 
worked hard and It paid off. They went 
to Greek school in Brunswick twice a 
week through primary and high school. 
To speak Greek. We speak to them in 
Greek and they answer in English. The 
kids dido 't work while they were at 
school, John said no, use the time to 
study. Myself, I hated school. 

"When you see the kids doing some-
thing better than you it's worth it. You 
want the best for them. One son is a 
chemical engineer, our daughter 's a 
biochemist and the second son is an 
industrial chemist. My joy is my family 
and grandkids and my greatest accom-
plishment is to be a wile, mother and 
grandmother." 

The Tslotinas eat both "Australian" 
and Greek food and still keep their 
culture, according to John, just as 
other migrants try to be close to each 
other for their culture and facilities 

Despina and John Tsiotinas. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds) 

village peopl~j 
By PRUDENCE TRUBY KING 

and language. "Greeks are exactly the 
same. The biggest thing was language. 
Communication is the most Important 
thing in life. In Greece I wasn't a good 
student. Here I had opportunities to 
go to school and improve my English 
at tech and English school. My uncle 
in Greece said you must learn the lan-
guage and it was very good advice. I 
don't like to call myselJ progressive but 
I took the opportunity to learn. 

"I've wanted to do things but lack of 
knowledge has prevented that. To ex-
press something but lack ol knowledge 
has prevented that. 

"Even without education you can 
still learn. The neighbourhood was so 
welcoming here-there are no Greeks 
here where we live. You meet so many 
people in business; it increases your 
life but your social life becomes dilli-
cult. Associating with the public makes 
a big difference in your life. 

"I always wanted to work for myself 
and get a service station. I went to BP 
and ran one for them in Swan Street 
for 20 years. Then I was told I had to 
leave so I started looking around. One 
of my customers was a real estate 
agent and he said, go to Warrandyte. 
Our kids went to Warrandyte High 
School. Kids' success in life is the 

most pleasant thing. We're devoted to 
them," he said. 

John has worked from seven to seven 
each day throughout his life, com-
mitted to business, his only leisure 
fo llowing European soccer. "When I 
came to Warrandyte I was a stranger 
here. I was devoted to work. I brought 
myself, the person I am. So long as you 
like what you do work was pleasure 
and entertainment for me. As you go 
along in business you find different 
people who support you in many ways. 
The Richmond environment was very 
multicultural but Warrandyte is quite 
different, there's something quite spe-
cial, it is a community." 

"He spent more hours there at the 
servi ce station than here at home," 
Despina recalled. "He knows everyone 
in Warrandyte and their names. He's 
got more time now, he can't si t still 
and all the Warrandyte elderly have got 
his phone number." She said she looks 
forwards but she's going to miss it all. 
"Customers see you as fr iends, not 
customers. I worked with John every 
day. In a way I'm a very quiet person-I 
do quilting. We don't do it in Greece but 
we do line needlework. I love to keep 
my family together, I love to get them 
together, it's the best thing." 

"They gave me encouragement and 
It was a pleasure to help people," John 
continued. "I do what I intend to do, I'm 
not greedy. It's making your future bet-
ter. I bought Warrandyte about 20 years 
ago. It was a big step. I'm a sell-<level-

oped man, with help from friends and 
family. We didn 't make a lot of money 
when we sold the petrol station. It's not 
suited to a service station nowadays 
and I wasn' t able to capitalise on It 
and they will probably develop it into 
a commercial area. 

"We live a simple life and a happy 
life with understanding and common 
sense. No alcohol or smoking. we're not 
outgoing people. We live as clean as we 
can. Apart from that we look forwards 
to enjoying ourselves. Futurewise, who 
knows? II you have life and health 11 
Is an opportunity to do other things . 
We'll still be here in five years, it's the 
fami ly house, the middle of the family 
The kids were raised here and went to 
school here-its mum's house. 

• Alter the holidays I'm going to sit 
down and work out which way ol 
IJJe I'm going to live. Flrst to get plea-
sure-meeting people. I'll possibly JOm 
an elderly class for technology It used 
to be very manual but it's different now 
Modem technology is very hard and 
I'm looking forward to that and also just 
to catch up with modern society 

"My entire life is to be land. I would 
do anything for anyone. I would never 
say no ii ,t was to help people. To be in 
Warrandyte and part ol Warrandyte, it's 
a great honour to them and a great hoo-
our to me. ru use my spare lime helpmg 
people and ii I'm a volunteer then it will 
be in Warrandyte. I arrived here in 1955. 
We feel Australian. Aus tralia means 
more to us than anywhere else." 

What if? As I was striding 
the early morning pavements, 
a visitor 

I peered inside. 
Young lad, 
half sitting 

I couldn 't help thinking, 
what if th is was my son or daughter 
lying there 

in an interstate city, 
I came upon 
an old red car 
lying 
at an awkward angle 
across the footpath. 

Strange way 
strange place 
to park a car. 
But there was something else. 
The driver's door was hanging open 
like a limp hand. 

half lying 
at an awkward angle. 

I stopped a 
passer-by 
who 
checked he was breathing-
tick 
had a pulse-
tick 
he was warm-tick 
tick. 
But his eyes were open, 
lost somewhere. 

I called the police. 
We waited 
wondering about 
the broken window, 
a brick 
and the contents of his life 
an old blanket, 
sleeping bag 
backpack ... 
scattered on the back seat. 

Another passer-by stopped-
someone who cared. 
We waited 
called an ambulance. 
We waited. 

and the whole world was just 
passing by 
going about their daily busyness. 

The ambulance arrived 
before the police. 
The ambo had this look on 
his face like, 
"Another one, 
another 
Drug-
Induced-
Alcohol-
Affected-
silly young man." 

But 
what if 
it wasn't as it seemed. 
What if 
he'd had a fit 
a convulsion 
an anaphylactic 
attack? 

What if? 

,aNTON 
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Warrandyte basketball round-up with Tony Oliver 

Big V Venom set for new season 
Warrandyte Venom'- 2008 Big V women's team is focused on 
oing one step better than their runners-up performan e in 

their debut season in 2007. 
Following a gruelling three-month pre- eason fitness and 

conditioning regime u nder the watchful eye of teve Metcalfe, 
the Venom's new look senior squad is bigger, stronger and 
more determined to go all the way in 200 according to coach 
Justin elson. 

'We've made some excellent changes to our program and 
make no secret o f the fact that we want to win the champi-
onship." said the econd-year coach. 

"We were very proud of our achievements last year, but the 
experience showed us where we could improve and we've 
acted to ensure all of Warrandyte can boast a successful sen-
ior women's basketball team." 

Amongst those changes include the recruitment of former 
Australian guard Sally Phil lips (nee Crowe) , New York cent re 
Jess Oram, former Bendigo SEABL forward Billy Addiem and 
former Redbacks junior Jazmine Borel la, who has recently 
returned from a college career in America. 

"Jo Metcalfe, Liz Benbow, Kate Cohen, Chelsea Ransom and 
Mancti Gammilonghi are ready to go again, while Jodi Kennedy 
returns from a knee injury, so it's a very experienced group," 
said Nelson. 

"Our recruits have fitted in real ly well , especially Jess 

(Oram) who is touring Australia and has decided to play bas-
ketball at Warrandyte, a move we are very grateful for." 

Leaving last year 's team are Maree Vincent (delisted) , 
Michelle Ackland (Werribee), Eleanor Stevens (retired) and 
Melissa Cook ( retired) , while a number o f the club's younger 
players have b een positioned in a focussed development 
group. 

"We recognised the need to make some changes and believe 
we are moving forward in the r ight di rection. No team stays 
the same from one year to the next and las t year's team knew 
changes would be made when we sat down and looked at our 
strengths and weaknesses," said Nelson. 

"From there, we set about recruiting players who bring 
more than just an on-court presence to the club. 

"We always look for quality people who want to help our 
program excel and assist with developing our junior players. 

"With the senior group in place and training hard, we then 
set about bringing together the best juniors at Venom and 
started a Feeder Group, which is coached by Jo Metcalfe, Kate 
Cohen and Nicole Howard." 

The Feeder Group incorporates 16 juniors and the senior 
coaching staff hopes to see some of these players make their 
senior debut during the season," said Nelson. 

"It's a huge step for a junior player to make the senior level 
and we are very wary of throwing our kids to the wolves. We 

Summer competition 
heats up for Redbacks 
The second half of the sum-
mer basketball season kicked 
off at the start of February at 
Warrandyte Community 

ports Centre. 
With Easter and the end of 

Term I coming early this year, 
it is a shortened season and 
wins are important for finals 
positioning. 

The opening games for the 
Warrandyte Redbacks howev-
er were aU about the future 
with two Under 8 games. 

Warrandyte's DA boys had 
a come-from-behind win 
against an Eltham side. In a 
skilful game, Eitham had a 
three point lead at the break 
but Warrandyte were better in 
the second half to win by 19--
13. 

Given the quality of the 
game and the positive spirit it 
was played in, a draw would 
have been a lair result. 

Warrandyte 's Under 8 Redbacks. Back row from left: 

have organised some pre-season games for our juniors against 
Division Three Big V teams in the hope it provides them with 
some experience ahead of the season. 

"At this stage we will also take most of our juniors to 
Frankston for the Big V pre-season tournament in early 
March". 

The Venom has also made some alterations to Its senior 
coaching stall, a move Nelson believes will strengthen the 
team's management and ultimately its performance on the 
court. 

"Kate Cohen and Steve Metcalfe will join Nicole Howard as 
assistant coaches, David Reinecke will solely concentrate on 
looking after the club's junior girls program, while Bernie 
Curtin returns as our team medical trainer. 

"The coaching staff work really well together and we are sat-
isfied the team has prepared itself for a successful year. 

"Our entire focus is on building a culture that will serve the 
club for decades, not just a year or two. 

"We want all of our members to be proud of what 
Warrandyte can achieve at junior and senior levels." 

Venom 300 Membership tickets are now available for only 
$20 (adults) and $ 10 (children), which entitle the holder to 
free entry at all home games this season (excluding finals) . 

The team's first home game is on Saturday April 5 at 7pm 
against last year's grand final opponents, Warrnambool. 

Ben Dickson top scored 
with eight points , with help 
from Connor Martin (5) and 
Harry Rock (4). 

When you have a coach of 
the quality of Jo Metcalfe you 
know the girls will have a 
good time. A slow start to the 
second Under 8 game saw 
Balwyn with a nine poin t lead. 

Finn Swedosh, Dylan MacDonald, Samuel Martini 
and Harry Rock. Front: Connor Martin, Aaron 
Castagina, Jasper Robison, Ben Dickson. 
dominate as might have been 
expected. 

Buileen were slightly in 
front as the end of the game 
approached but a late goal by 
Kirra Solty put the Redbacks 
in front. 

Eltham side by 29--19. 
In a strong even side, cen-

t res Ashlee O'Brien (1 1 
points) and Melissa Zuccolo 
(8 ) had impressive games. 

Warrandyte Venom 's Under 14 girls were close losers to Melbourne. Back row from 
left: Jess Oram (coach), Simone Caruana, Kahlia Flett, Rachael Watson, Emily 
Stones Front: Zerah Gordon, Jordan, Moloney, Stephanie Tibb and Madison 
Geddes. 

There was no fair ytale 
story in the second half with 
Balwyn winning 22-7. 

Kelly Roodhouse ( lour 
points) and Annie Pearson (3) 
were the scorers for the 
Redbacks. 

Andrew Petalas was in 
charge of the Under 16 A 
Grade Girls' game agains t 
Bulleen. The scores were 
locked at 14-ali at the break 
with Warrandyte laJllng to 

Warrandyte were able to 
hold this advantage in the 
final minutes to record a 
gutsy 24-23 win. 

Courtney Petalas led the 
scoring with eight points and 
had support from Kirra Solly 
and Nicolette Prior. 

The Under 18 A grade game 
against Eltham was more one 
sided with Warrandyte win-
ning against a determined 

A clean sweep for the 
Redbacks girls followed when 
the Under 20 girls defeated 
Eltham by 43--34 . 

The Redbacks were always 
in control and were able to 
withstand a late charge from 
Eltham who put up a number 
of successful outside shots. 

Janelle Lucas wi th 16 
points was the Redbacks key 
scorer, with six points each 
from Andrea Peters and 
Alyssa Simpson. 

WARRANDYTE JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
REGISTRATION DAY 

Sunday 17th February 2008 from 2 - 4pm 
Warrandyte Reserve (Taroona Ave) 

Free sausage sizzle, kids activities and prizes 
to be won. 

Registration Fee $80.00 includes a Club Jacket 
for new players. 

AU NEW PLAYERS WELCOME TO JOIN 
A GREAT FAMILY CWB 

For further details go to www.warrandytejfc.org 
or call Club Secretary David Ure on 0412 380 034 

Happy Hour from 4 - 5pm 

Venom bid for 
top level grades 
The second round of grading 
for Championship Basketball 
has swung Into action and live 
of Warrandyte's Venom sides 
have realistic chance of mak-
ing Victorian Championship -
the highest level in Junior 
basketball in Victoria. 

After their strong effort at 
the Eltham Tournament 
Damian Arsenis's boys front-
ed up against Craigieburn in a 
fully timed game. 

Tournaments are a good 
way to bond and to refocus 
but they also can be physical-
ly and emotionally draining, 
especially with only seven 
players, as the Venom has in 
this side. 

The Venom boys were 
never seriously challenged 
however winning easily by 60-
20 and outscoring the visitors 
In each quarter. 

Ail players were on the 
scoreboard, with 15 points to 
Zac Stevenson, 11 to Jaye 
Wltnish and 10 to Max 
Stevenson. 

Next on court was the 
Under 20 girls in a come-from-
behind win against Sunbury 
by 51-46. 

The Venom trailled by 
seven points at the final 
change but a final quarter lS-
6 scoreline secured the win. 

Lauren Sabidussi led the 
scoring with 20 points, includ-
ing 11 in the critical final quar-
ter. Bob Powell (8) and Tahlla 
Higgs (7) were strong sup-
porters. 

At the Park Orchard's 
Stadium, Jess Oram's Under 
14 girls could not overcome a 
slow start and went down by 
three points, 35--32, against 
Melbourne. 

The Venom outscored the 
visitors In the second half and 
pushed Melbourne In the final 
minutes. However, the Tigers 
held their nerve to record the 
victory. 

For the Venom, Madison 
Geddes with 14 points and 
Kahlla Flett with 11 were 
Warrandyte's main scorers. 

In the second game at Park 
Orchards, Bruce Davis's 
Under 18 Girls had a easy win 
over Kellar side 36 - 6 with 
Jess Telford scoring 11 points 
and Parris Webb JO points. 

The final game was 
between Bu Ileen and 
Warrandyte In Under 18 pool 
BB. Bulleen had Just held out 
the Venom In the grand final 
at the Eltham Tournament but 
the Venom were quietly confi-
dent. 

With the scores locked at 
14-all at the break it was any-
body's game. 

The Venom started to edge 
In front and for a brief period 
In the second half, the full 
court pressure from Bulleen 
resulted In a number of 
turnovers and easy points to 
the girls In blue. 

The Venom were not able to 
recover, going down 35--28. 

Melissa Zuccolo scored 
eight points for the Venom, 
with six to Simone Reid and 
five tc Nicolette Prior. 
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Warrandyte basketball round-up with Tony Oliver 

26 Venom teams take to courts 

Big weekend for 
junior basketball 
FOR a large and growing num-
ber of Warrandyte Venom bas-
ketballers, the last weekend 
before the return to school 
was spent In various basket-
ball stadiums during one of 
the largest junior basketball 
tournaments in the world -
the Eltham Dandenong Junior 
Basketball Tournament. 

In a packed schedule, most 
teams played six games 
across the weekend with 
teams and players coming 
back before the season prop-
er starts. 

A record number of 26 
teams represented Warran-
dyte with pride and the 
accompanying support by 
family and friends was fantas-
tic. 

At every game there 
seemed to be more Venom 
supporters than those form 
opposing clubs. The spirit 
and the pride shown is a cred-
it to all. 

There were some great 
'firsts' for teams, including 
the 12.2 girls not only winning 
the ir first ever game, but they 
also made it through to the 
semi-finals losing to Werribee 
by 94. 

Warrandyte's 16.1 girls beat 
Kilsyth's VC team by 41-28, 
the 12.1 boys scored a similar 
result against Eltham's VC 
team, while the 16.2 boys 
celebrated a grand final win 
with their new coach, Scott 
Rimes . 

All up, 14 Venom teams 

made it through to the semi-
finals, eight made it through 
to grand finals , while our 14.2 
girls and 16.2 boys won their 
sections. 

One of the best games 
across the weekend was the 
14.2 girls grand final with the 
Venom's American Big V play-
er Jess Oram coaching her 
team to a thrilling two-point 
win defeating Altona by 39-37. 

It's fair to say Jess has just 
about let all of New York 
know. 

The Under 16 boys had a 
thrilling win against Werrlbee 
in the grand final by 48-41. 
Werribee opened strongly and 
Warrandyte were clawing 
their way back into the game 
to be 25-all at the break. 

The game seesawed in the 
second half and when Luke 
Collins outside shot went in 
with three minutes to go the 
margin was three points, the 
largest at that stage of the 
half. 

The final minutes were 
tense with the Venom being 
slightly more composed to 
record a good win by 48-41 . 

"They are learning how to 
win and just keep getting bet-
ter. A good team effort and 
that's what I like," was coach 
Scott Rimes comment at the 
end of the game. 

Another success story was 
the Under 18 boys coached by 
Ian Wood. 

The team improved by at 
least 10 points a game 

over the weekend. 
Their opening game against 

Whittlesea was a loss by 
seven which was reversed to 
a three point win when they 
came up against the Pacers 
team in the semi finals. 

In a high quality game 
against Eltham In the grand 
final they were not disgraced 
going down by 41-32, again 
improving by 10 points when 
these sides met earlier in the 
tournament . 

"They are starting to have 
some self belief. They are 
starting to win and that gives 
them confidence that they 
know they can win ," said 
Wood. 

The future looks good for 
the Venom, with the four 
Under 12 boys sides all doing 
well. 

Damian Arsenis's boys bat-
tled through a heavy schedule 
and an illness to make it 
through to the quarter finals . 
However the toll of the previ-
ous six games was taking 
effect, and despite leading by 
five points against Werribee 
in the semi-final, the boys ran 
out of legs and finished the 
game with just four players 
left on court. 

One of the other under l 2's 
just missed out on the finals 
while the other two were run-
ners up in the grand final. 

David Gibson's boys went 
down 34-27 against Whittlesea 
and Andrew Robertson's side 
lost 29-9 against Blackburn. 

Under 16 Boys grand finalists at the Eltham Tournament.Back row from left Sam 
Holston, Billy Lavery, Scott Rimes (coach), Brad McKenzie and Luke Col/ins_ 
Front: Kyle Robertson, Matt Ratcliffe, Joel Rimes, Lochie Johnson and Josh 
Edwards. 

Venoms Under 12 Girls, preliminary finalists at the Eltham Tournament From left: 
Sarah Davis, Emma James, Zoe MacDonald, Claudia Kuen, Madeleine Rowarth, 
Natalie MacDonald, Cassidy O'Donnell and Morgan Cocks. 

Warrandyte Cricket Club 
We would like to thank the following 

sponsors for their support in season 2006-07 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK 9844 2233 
• ADE Tree Service 0413 947 108 
• Chapman Gardner Pty Ltd, Builders 

9844 2568 & Asbestos Removal 
9735 0362 

• David Stickels & Associates/ 
Psychologists 9870 9069 

• Dr Gail Dixon 9844 1943 
• Dr Tim Synnot (Dentist) 9876 4358 
e Folkart 9844 2466 
• Gateway Concrete Pumping 9722 1111 

• J Mac Mobile Forklift & Automotive 
(Mechanic) 0429 119 824 

• John Roberts Accountattt/Tax 
Consultant 9844 2661 

• Mike Smith Electrical Services 
9844 3186 

• Mr Rangehood - Peter Sharp 
0413 777107 

• Robert McKellar- Plwnber/Gasfitter 
0407 324 234 

• Select Metal Roofing 9844 3619 
• The Bakery, Warrandyte 9844 1809 
• Warrandyte Glass 0418 369 294 
• Warrandyte Osteopathy 9844 2465 
• Warrandyte Travel Service 9844 2477 
• Warrandyte Veterinary Clinic 

9844 3071 
e Wubbish (Rubbish Removal) 

0419 786 679 

The Warrandyte Cricket Club would like to thank the above listed sponsors for their contribution towards 
the training of young cricketers in the district. 

Please st1pport the businesses tl1at st1pJJort yot1r local clt1b 
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Ayrton Dehmel ... represented Victoria in the Under 17 National Cricket 
Championships in Melbourne. 

Talented young player 
sets new cricket targets 
Warrandyte High School student, Ayrton 
Dehmel, is climbing the ladder of success as a 
cr icketer. 

The 17-year-old who is In Year 12, has just 
r epresented Victoria in the National Under 17 
titles played In Melbourne over the Christmas 
period. 

It was not the first time the talented all-
rounder has represented Victoria as he toured 
Western Australia with the Under 15 squad 
two years ago. 

He now has his sights set on being selected 
for the National Under l 9 titles which have 
long been regarded as the nursery for future 
Australian Test stars. 

Dehmel started hls cricketing career at 
Warrandyte In the Under 12s and rapidly rose 
through the ranks , playing Second XI at the 
age of 13 and wlnnlng the Second XI bowling 
award. As a 15-year-old he made his debut in 
Warrandyte's f"trst XI. 

He also represented Ivanhoe in the presti-
gious Under 14 Sub District Hatch Shield com-
petition and was named captain in hls second 
year. 

He is now a member of Ringwood Cricket 

Club's Second XI team in the tough 
Melbourne Premier Cricket competition. 

An orthodox right arm off spinner and right 
handed batsman, Dehmel is passionate for 
the game but understands this year is also a 
critical time in his education and he now 
must play a balancing act as the year pro-
gresses. 

Dehmel said he realised that he stil l had a 
long way to go in the development of his 
game as the Under 17 championships show-
cased some of Australia's best junior crick-
eters. 

"ft was pretty intense r ight from the start," 
he sald. "The players from New South Wales 
especially were ver y big and strong and the 
standard of cr icket was very high." 

Dehmel knows he still has a long way to go 
before t hinking about select ion at the Under 
19 level but he is determined that he will pre-
pare himself in the best possible way when 
the time comes. 

Apart from cr icket , Dehmel was also an out-
standing junior footballer at Warrandyte and 
is a promising tennis player. 

- ROBERT WHITE 

New recruits 
boost hopes 
for Bloods 

By JAMES LOGAN 

Training resumed last month 
in preparation for Warrandyte 
Football Club's '08 campaign, 
with 80 senior players making 
an appearance on the track. 

Coach Graeme Hocking has 
been very happy with the 
numbers at training and the 
progress that has been made 
by the players and coaches. 

"The group is binding well 
and will be a very tight unit 
for the season ahead ," he 
said. 

"We are determined to be a 
successful Division 3 side 
once again and lay the foun-
dations for another tilt at 
Division 2 in the near future." 

While a cloud hangs over 
the future of the Round I 
opponent, Mitcham, it's full 
steam ahead in planning for 
the April 12 clash. There will 
be three practice matches 
before that date against 
Longwarry, Bunyip and 
Chirnside Park. 

Warrandyte's list for 2008 
has seen a transfusion of new 
blood with more recruits 
expected in the coming 
weeks. 

A real positive for the 
Bloods in '08 is the return of 
several experienced senior 
players from overseas trips 
and interstate work commit-
ments which took them away 
from Warrandyte last season. 

Local and Under 18 players 
will be the main locus once 
again, while the football 
department is working to 
attract experienced players to 
fill any 'holes' in the side. 

Up from the Under 18s and 
showing a lot of potential are 
Evan Jones, Jason Khouri , Pat 
Nichol and Daniel Large who 
all tasted senior football last 
year. 

With a horror injury run 
last season, last year's new 

Warrandyte coach, Graeme Hocking welcomes new 
recruit, Adam Hinds who has joined the Bloods from 
East Ringwood. 

comers Luke Naughtin, Adam 
Tsapasaris and Tom Roberts 
could also be viewed as 
recruits . 

Some of the new players 
wearing the red and white in 
'08 Include free running mid-
fielder Josh Durant, who 
comes across to the Bloods 
from Maffra Football Club; 

John Eldridge, a hard hit-
ting, power forward making 
the journey down from the 
frost bitten hills of Seville and 
East Ringwood forward pock-
et Adam Hinds has left the 
Roos to find a new home at 
the Bloods. 

Vinnie Jones comes across 
from Ringwood, a nimble 
onballer who will add some 
pace to the midfield. Daniel 
Rowe is a half forward flanker 
from Ringwood, and Darren 

Thorne showed huge poten-
tial as a junior and with the 
Eastern Ranges until his ham-
strings hampered his progres-
sion. 

Starting his career at North 
Ringwood before a short stint 
at Ringwood, Darren is look-
ing forward to a big year at 
Warrandyte. 

Ben Tomey is a big, tall for-
ward who most recently 
played with Whitefriars in B 
Grade Amateurs. With a great 
set of hands and raking left 
loot kick to match he wi ll be a 
handful for opposition back-
men. 

"We are still searching for a 
big ruckman," said Hocking, 
"They just don't seem to grow 
them that tall here in 
Warrandyte. Anyone over six 
feet tal l will be considered!" 

'Clinton has left a footprint in the history of Warrandyte 
Basketball Association that will live on. ' 

Clubs pay tribute 
to a 'nice guy' 
TWO focal sporting organisa-
tions have paid tribute to 
their No. I member, Clinton 
Grybas, following his sudden 
death last month. 

Clinton was the No. I t lck-
etholder at the Warrandyt e 
Footbal l Club and held t he 
same pos ition for Warran-
dyte's Big V Venom women's 
basketball team. 

Football club president, 
Phil Treeby said the commit-
tee, players, past players and 
supporters of the Warrandyte 
Football Club were shocked 
and saddened by Clinton's 
death. 

"Clinton regularly attended 
club functions and was the 
distinguished guest and host 
of the Centenary Dinner held 
in 2006," Treeby said. 

"He was such a nice guy - an 
excellent role model for the 
boys. He showed that success 
can come with determination 
and hard work. 

"Everyone at the club 
expresses their condolences 

and suppor t lor the family at 
this dillicult time. He will be 
sadly missed." 

Clinton's brother, Ash , has 
played 183 games for the club, 
played at lull back in the 2006 
premier ship team, and 
coached the reser ves in 2007. 
Warrandyte Basketball 
Association's Mandy Ratcliffe 
said Clinton's name was syn-
on~ous at Warrandyte. 

He was a vibrant young 
man and he had a passion and 
love of not only basketball but 
all sports from grassroots to 
national and international 
level," she said. "His love of 
the Warrandyte Redbacks Is 
well known. A junior player, 
referee, coach, committee 
member and a driving force in 
the construction of WSC, 
Clinton was always getting in 
and getting involved. 

"The senior competition 
which he drove and ran for 
many years out of Warrandyte 
High, the original home court 
of the Redbacks, is still run-

ning today and although his 
media commitments o ften 
saw him far from home, he 
always kept in touch with 
what was happening around 
the Association." 

Ratcliffe said Clinton was 
delighted in becoming t he 
Number I ticket holder for 
the Warrandyte Big V Venom 
women's team. 

"For those who were at any 
of the Big V games Clinton 
attended you will know the 
delight he had in being home 
at Warrandyte. 

"He was amazed at the sea 
of familiar and new support-
ers of Warrandyte and how 
his little club had grown. 

"His pride and passion at 
how Warrandyte had taken 
the big steps forward was 
clear and he often made men-
tion o f Warrandyte in his 
media role. 

"Clinton has left a footprint 
in the history of Warrandyte 
Basketball Association that 
wlll live on," Ratcliffe said. 
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Warrandyte Cricket 

Valentine'-s day! 
Bastmen take control as 

Dytes charge to finals 
Warrandyte's batting, which 
has long been Its Achilles' 
heel in recent premiership 
aspirations, now holds the 
key to winning this season's 
Ringwood District Cricket 
Association Wilkins Cup pre-
miership and promotion to 
the prestigious Chandler 
Shield. 

In the past two games, 
Warrandyte have been set 
massive totals to chase and 
reached them with time and 
wickets to spare. 

With one round of the 
home and away season to 
play, Warrandyte is on the top 
of the ladder and is assured of 
a double chance in the finals 
and the likelihood of a home 
finals match. 

The double chance was 
assured following the comple-
tion of last Saturday's top-0f-
the-table clash with Croydon 
Ranges when a masterful 
innings of 104 by Brad 
Valentine helped clinch top 
spot on the ladder. 

It was Valentine's first First 
XI century and could not have 
come at a better time. 

Warrandyte captain, Adam 
White, described the innings 
as one of the most important 
in the club's recent history. 

"There was so much hang-
ing on the result. A win, and 
we get the double chance; a 
loss and we finish third , so it 
was all to play for," White 
said. "Brad stood up to the 
pressure and it was signifi-

Ben Taylor on his way to 58 against Croydon 
Ranges. Picture: Daniel Wellesley. 

cant that he was there at the 
end to hit the winning run." 

Valentine went to the wick-
et in the I Ith over and was 
dismissed with only eight 
balls remaining. 

White also praised opening 
bowler, Campbell Holland 
who took five wickets the pre-
vious week from a marathon 
21 overs. 

"Campbell has really made 
a difference since he rejoined 
the senior team. He is proba-
bly the fastest bowler in the 
competition and the intimida-
tion factor is important to our 
attack." 

One of the key components 
in Saturday's big win was the 
batting of Ben Taylor. The 
aggressive left hander has 
had a horror run this season 
but his 58 gave Warrandyte 
the positive start they needed 
to take control of the match. 

For the second match in 
succession, Warrandyte had 
to contend with opposition 
batmen attacking a bowling 
attack which has been able to 
subdue the opposition all sea-
son. 

Holland took an early 
Croydon Ranges wicket and 
Warrandyte was on top until 
experienced batsman, Glen 
Spencer took hold and raced 
to a spectacular 121 to set up 
a respectable team total of 
263. 

Warrandyte took a positive 
attitude into their batting and 
Taylor and Matthew Sazenis 
were aggressive in their run-
ning between wickets to 
establish a solid start. 

Valentine then joined 
Taylor and they took to score 
to 94 before White joined 
Valentine and the pair put 
together a 127-run partner-
ship to put the game out of 
Croydon Ranges' reach. 

The partnership continued 
a remarkable run between 
White and Valentine and in 
the last six matches in which 
they have both batted, they 
have recorded partnerships 
of better than 65 with their 
best being 141 in a match-
defining effort against 
Montrose. 

Both players are among the 
leading run-scorers in the 
competition and they are get-
ting critical support from 

Brad Valentine salutes his team mates after scoring 
a defiant match-winning 104 against Croydon 
Ranges on Saturday. 

Dave Mooney and Justin 
Cleaves in the middle order. 

In the previous match 
against bottom-placed 
Montrose, the Warrandyte 
attack was again put under 
pressure in wet conditions. 

One of the Montrose open-
ing batsmen went on a bril-
liant run spree, scoring IOI in 
less than 30 overs and the 
Warrandyte attack was sav-
aged for 293. 

Matthew Sazenis was the 
best of the Warrandyte 
bowlers with five wickets. 

It was again le~ to the bats-
men to repair the damage and 
with White (91) , Valentine 
(84), Mooney (30) and 
Cleaves (28) , Warrandyte 
scored 9-30 I. 

The two recent wins has 
highlighted Warrandyte's abil-
ity to control games in pres-
sure conditions. 

"We have beaten all teams 
in the competition and 
although we don't want to get 
ahead of ourselves, I think we 
deserve to be premiership 
favourites ." White said. 

"We've still got some 
improvement ahead of us but 
the players are continually 
wanting to lift the bar in each 
match." 

Warrandyte plays Ainslie 
Park in the final round and a 
win will ensure top position 
and a home final . A loss may 
also find the Dytes on top but 
they can't finish any lower 
than second. 

Fourth XI thrashes 499 in runs feast 
It was a run feast of gluttony 
proportions when Warran-
dyte's Fourth XI scored 5-499 
against Ainslie Park on 
Saturday. 

Three batsmen, Vin 
Petttlgrove (122), Ryan 
Pascoe (112 not out) and 
Brendan Zach (I 09) each 
scored centuries In a relent-
less assault on the opposition 
bowling. 

The massive score high-
lighted the Round I 3 fixture 
with the First XI scoring 4-271 ; 
the Second XI making 257 and 
the Third XI topping 300. 

With only one round 
remaining, all four Warran-
dyte teams are now In a posi-
tion to play ln the finals . 

The Second XI has turned 
Its season around with two 
successive wins Is fourth on 
the ladder. 

In a nail-biting finish on 
Saturday, Warrandyte's last 
two batsmen, teenagers Ryan 
Holberg and Daniel Barry 
scrounged the seven runs 

needed for victory. 
It was a welcome return for 

the Second XI which had won 
Its first four games and then 
lost five in a row to almost 
throw away a finals chance. 

The Third XI consolidated 
their position in the top four 
with a commanding win over 
Croydon North. Josh 
McKellar was in great all 
round form and followed up 
his four wickets with an 
unbeaten 52. 

Under 16 player, Jack Ellis 
made a patient 42 in a sound 
partnership of more than 60 
with Jack Wright (65). 

After a shaky start to the 
season when the batting 
looked brittle, the Third XI 
line-up looks far more solid 
following a series of big 
scores which has given the 
side the momentum to be a 
premiership aspirant. 

The Fourth XI continues its 
remarkable winning form 
under the astute leadership of 
Graeme Rees . The team was 

promoted at the start of the 
season after winning last 
year's premiership and they 
have taken all before them 
and last Saturday's massive 
score of 499 has sounded 
alarm bells among opposition 
sides with only one game 
remaining before the finals . 

Scores from matches since 
the Christmas break: 
ROUND 10: 
First XI : Warrandyte 9-185 (A. 
White 66, Valentine 40) d 
Ainslie Park 8-180 (Sazenis 
3-27, R. White 2-26, Holland 
2-38). 
ROUND 11: 
First XI: Warrandyte 4-174 
(Valentine 65, A. White 44 , 
Mooney 35 n.o.) d Croydon 
Ranges 165 (Sazenls 3-11, 
Holland 3-31 , Walshe 2-30). 
Second XI : Warrandyte 185 
(Centofantl 46, Day 32) lost to 
Kllsyth 7-190 (McIntosh 3-39). 
Third XI : Warrandyte 174 
(Cro{t 64, Kline 63 n.o.) cl 
Croydon North 140. 
Fourth XI : Warrandyte 167 (B. 

Zach 45, Pettigrove 35) d 
Ainslie Park 121 (T. Standing 
3-37). 
ROUND 12: 
First XI: Warrandyte 9-301 (A. 
White 91 , Valentine 84, 
Mooney 30) d Montrose 293 
(Sazenls !H>4, R. White 2-59, 
Holland 2~7). 
Second XI: Warrandyte 4-178 
(Day 49 n.o.) d Lilydale 93. 
third XI: Warrandyte 260 
(Smead 60, Gidley 54 n.o ., 
Kline 49) d East Ringwood 193 
(Gidley 5-52). 
Fourth XI : Warrandyte 247 
(R.Pascoe 73, B. Zach 63) lost 
to South Warrandyte 257 
(Lock.le 3-69). 
ROUND 13: 
First XI : Warrandyte 4-271 
(Valentine 104. A. White 66. 
taylor 58) cl Croydon Ranges 
263 (Holland 5-50. azenis 2-
40). 
Second XI: Warrandyte 257 
(Morgan 49, Centofanti 48. 
Coddard 34) d Ulydale 248 
(Beardall 5-51. D. Barry ~2). 
Third XI: Warrandyte 9-305 

Under 16 player, Jack 
Ellis scored 42 for the 
Third XI. 

(Wright 65, J. McKellar 52 n.o .. 
Ellis 42. mead 32) cl Croydon 
North 124 (J . M Kellar 4-14). 
Fourth XI: Warrandyte 5-499 
(Pettigrove 122, R. Pascoe 112 
n.o .. B. Zach 109. Sharpe 57. G. 
Rees 39) cl Aln lie Park 163 
(Lockie 3-16. G. Rees 3-25. 
Lincoln 3-45). 

Juniors' 
season 
in the 
balance 

By DAVID EUIS 
A win of the toss enabled 
Warrandyte's Under 16s to 
bat first reducing the impact 
of a shortage of players due to 
the Australia day holiday 
weekend. 

This however looked to 
have backfired as Warrandyte 
were quickly reduced to 3/8. 

Darcy Jones' return to the 
side from injury (broken fin-
ger) however proved timely 
as he firstly put together a 20 
run partnership with Joel 
King and ~er his dismissal, 
Jones (60 not out) and 
Jackson Lehmann built an 
unbeaten 100 partnership to 
bring Warrandtye's total to 4-
131. 

Defending a 131 total would 
require early wickets and 
hopes were raised with a 
wicket in the very first over. 
However this proved to be a 
false dawn and despite some 
crisp fielding a number of dif-
ficult catches that would have 
changed the result weren't 
taken. This allowed t 
Andrews to pass 
Warrandyte's score easily 
with the loss of two wickets. 

The boys managed to sal-
vage some pride pick.Ing up a 
further five wickets with 
Jones the pick of the bowlers 
with figures on 3-14. 

This result leaves the team 
just out of the top four places 
and they will need other 
results going their way to 
have a realistic chance of 
finals . 
Scores: Warrandyte 4/J 3 I 
(Jones 60 n.o.) lost to St 
Andrews 7/ 185 
(Jones 3-14). 
• Topside Wonga Park built a 
strong foundation and passed 
the 100 mark with the loss of 
only three wickets in the first 
Under 14 match after the 
Christmas break. 

A team effort by the 
bowlers ho"'-ever managed to 
peg back Wonga Park to close 
their innings at a competitive 
170. 

Warrandyte's batting this 
season has depth and consis-
tency and the I i0 total 
proved way too low as Tun 
Nilsson firstly supported by 
Jayden Clay and then eil 
Brown moved the total close 
to Wonga Park. 

Daniel Nilsson then fol-
lowed his brother's example 
with the bat to cement the 
win. 

Finals are a certainty for 
this team and they must have 
a realistic chance at the flag 
this year. 
Scores: Warrandyte 3/1 0 
(Tim Nilsson 60 n.o. . D. 
Nilsson 40 n.o .. Brown 31) d 
Wonga Park I 70. 
• There couldn't have been 
much beach cricket played on 
the Underl2s summer hoJi.-
days as they looked rusty in 
their first game back. 

Warrandyte's innings never 
got going and a regular pro-
cession of batsmen back to 
the club house saw the Under 
12s put together a lowl 127 
with only Alex Syndikas put-
ting up any resistance. 

A wobble midway through 
the Croydon inning as 
Cameron Creber took a cou-
ple of quick wickets bnefly 
gave Warrandyte hope. how-
ever their total w eventual-
ly passed with ease 

This leaves the boys ju t 
out Ide the final places. 
Thev will have to gE t back to 
\\1nnlng way qutck.ly to ha,·e 
a shot at finals 

cores: Warrandyte l:!7 
(! yndikas 31 n.o.) lo t to 
Croydon 6-1 0 
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183-187 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE 3113 
Phone: (03) 9844 3085 Fax: (03) 9844 2228 

Email: admin@landfield.com.au 

Meets 2nd & 4th Thursdays 

LIONS MAKE THINGS HAPPEN ... 
INTERESTED IN SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY AS A VOLUNTEER? LIONS CLUBS UNDERTAKE MANY 
HEAL TH AND HUMAN IT ARIAN SERVICE ACTIVITIES LOCALLY, NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY. TO 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY AS A VOLUNTEER PLEASE PHONE PETE ON 9844-2249 
www .lionsclubwarrandyte.org.au 

Like a fun-packed acre resort, this is 
exactly the property you want to relax in 
and show off over summer. Lap up the 
solar-heated pool, 8-person spa, pizza 
oven, paved al fresco entertainment 
zone under shady trees and a sauna in 
the making. Family-sized with 3 BRs, 
study, billiards/games room, sunken lounge, 
stunning rosewood kitchen and laundry, 
spa bathroom and stylish leadlight and 
skylights throughout. Automatic gate, 
dble remote garage/ carport, ducted 
heating/vacuum and refrigerated cooling. 
AUCTION: 23rd February at 1.30pm 

Set amid soaring gums, with resident 
kangaroos, echidnas, parrots and kooka-
burras is this magnificently renovated 
contemporary home on just over 1 acre. 
A unique(appx) 30sq SBR home fashioned 
from prestigious Daniel Robertson 
Hawthorn bricks. Wrth West African Essia 
floors, 2 modern bathrooms, stunning 
rosegum kitchen, 12ft ceilings, bi-fold 
French doors to a Merbau deck and huge 
basement Qdeal artist's studio or games 
room), minutes from State Park, Yarra 
Street shops and Yarra Valley Grammar. 
Price: $860,000 plus 

This Cinderella-in-wait ing just needs 
a little magic to reach her potential. A 
classic blonde brick 3BR set on a flat 
quarter acre has you in a dream position. 
A short walk to Goldfields shops and 
restaurants, the skate park, recreation 
reserve and popu lar Pound Bend. 
Renovate, extend or build on this central 
Warrandyte property for a fairytale new 
beginning. 

Created by sustainable design architect 
Ross Henry, this tri -level eco 4BR home 
lightens the carbon footprint with recycled 
120-year old jarrah floors, double glazed 
windows, and north facing construction 
to take in the sun. Nearing completion, 
the work of art just needs the finishing 
touches to its 3 upstairs BRs with lofts, 
attic and downstairs cellar. Walk into the 
breathtaking open plan living room, and 
you'll have all the inspiration you need 
to finish the job. 
Price: $720,()00-$850,000 

Pure Imagination 
With plans and permits in place for an 
impressive 3-bedroom + studio home 
with a spectacular front balcony, all 
that's left to bring to this 1 /4 is your 
cheque book and your imagination. See 
beyond the crushed rock driveway to the 
bushland freedom this property could 
bring you and your family-just behind 
the charming Yarra St cafes, shops and 
the Yarra River. 

Price: $280,000 plus 

www.la ndfleld.com.au 

101, sq m 

2910 

1040 

3,10 -- _ - - - - ----
BRACKENBURY STREET 


