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Tense wait on link

Candidate calls for
action from councll

By CLIFF GREEN

Warrandyte is nervously awaiting a
state government decision on the
route for a proposed freeway link-
ing the Metropolitan Ring Road at
Greensborough with EastLink.

Press reports continue to list two
possible routes, through Bulleen
to the Eastern Freeway or through
Eltham and Warrandyte to EastLink
at Ringwood.

It is anticipated that a promised
transport statement by the govern-
ment in November may clarify the
position.

Local MPs, Ryan Smith (Liberal)

o7

¢ Ring road missing “link"” %

river—need to speak with one
voice on this,” Mr Ellis said. “Nil-
lumbik council has a long history
of opposition to a ring road through
Warrandyte. From our Manningham
representatives, the silence has been
deafening.

“Our council should insist on
their right to be heard, not just to
be told.”

The RACV is persisting with its
argument for the Metropolitan Ring
Road and EastLink to be connected,
with the Warrandyte route always
appearing in their lobbying submis-
sion. (See report, page 3.)

“My guess is that there
is enormous commercial
pressure for this link to be
completed, since it will max-

in Warrandyte and Danielle Green
(Labor) in Yan Yean, have expressed
outright opposition to the proposed
Eltham-Warrandyte route, as has Nil-
lumbik council.

However, Manningham is still not
prepared to show its hand.

“Manningham council does not
currently have a position in relation
to future freeway link proposals and
is eagerly awaiting the outcome of
the state government Metropolitan
Transport Plan which is due to be
released in late 2008," CEO Lydia
Wilson told the Diary in August.

David Ellis, Mullum Mullum ward
candidate in the forthcoming council
election, has called on council “to
make their voice heard in rejecting
suggestions for a toll road through
Warrandyte”.

“Our Warrandyte council rep-
resentatives—both sides of the

imise the use of EastLink by
the transport industry, par-
ticularly between the Hume
Freeway and the industrial
south-east,” Mr Ellis said.
“Are we going to see the
Green Wedge carved up for
the profit of tollway opera-
tors? That doesn’t seem like
Warrandyte to me.”
Retiring Mullum Mullum
ward councillor, Ron Kitch-
ingman, has indicated his
intention to stand again
at council elections in No-
vember.
opposed to any link going
through Warrandyte, South Warran-
dyte and Park Orchards that would
adversely affect the Green Wedge,”
Cr Kitchingman told the Diary. “But
until the state government does
release any definite information we
cannot take any action.

“l am prepared to work within coun-
cil, and outside, including personally
lobbying politicians, to ensure this
will not occur,” he said.

“EastLink has really set us up for
this, making the so-called ‘missing
link’ seem like a cartographic inevi-
tability,” Mr Ellis said.

“I don't accept that for a minute.
My hunch is we are going to have
to fight this battle many times over
coming years.

“Our councillors, whoever they are,
have to be ready every time—and
ready to win.”

—
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These young performers featured
in Highlights at Warrandyte High
School last month. (Picture by
STEPHEN REYNOLDS)
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“If you find yourself in a hole the first thing to do
is stop di 19"

— Cowboy wisdom
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NEXT ISSUE

Next issue of the Diary will be published on Wednesday, November 12. Advertising
and editorial copy closes Friday, October 31.

OUR NEWSPAPER

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
developed over the years, it has refained its strong community character, being produced by
volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it
guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary carries
a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves.
lts monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North Warrandyte,
South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo
Ground and Research

A SPECIAL PLACE

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 24km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
has been largely refained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

DECORATOR
ADVICE

UPHOLSTERY

SHUTTERS

’,
sque

158-160 Yarra Street

Warrandyte ¢ 9844 0960

OCTODER
Cl(}d\ing to

relax in

m‘ﬁﬁm St.
LXG 99442466

October 2008

Do you think we should offer him some advice
on how to cope with a loss of habitat?

Neville leads a d

66 H'E R ESS
Charles?”
“On the
couch.”
“Well get

him off!” wailed Narelle.

“But he's asleep!”

Cinnamon had found their
new dog at the Lort Smith
animal refuge and made it her
personal mission from God
to save him from a life of mis-
ery and neglect. He and God
seemed entirely satisfied.

“He" was a narcissistic, nar-
coleptic Weimaraner and
dyslexic to boot. He stood
when commanded to sit, on
drop he climbed your leg and
in response to come simply
wandered away. Being dys-
functional, he fitted into the
Trott family like a wet nose in
a dog’s bum.

Charles spent the night un-
der Jasper's doona, howled if
left outside alone and turned
his nose up at anything that
came out of a can.

“The trouble with that one
is it doesn't know it's a dog!”
said Gran.

“We'll soon see about that!”
scowled Neville, wiping the
drool from his new argyle
sweater that Charles had been
using as a pillow.

“This I've got to see,” mur-
mured Gran and five minutes
later the whole family was
packed into the Land Cruiser
with Charles in charge in the
front passenger seat.

After a quick stop at Gold-
fields Pet and Produce they
pulled up at Stiggants and
settled themselves on the
benches by the barbecues to
watch the fun unfold. Includ-
ing Charles, hind legs crossed,
one front elbow leaning ca-

o

sually on the bench beside
Cinnamon.

“Alright fella,” said Neville
brandishing his brand new
Dogapult ball thrower like
Harry Potter with a magic
wand. “If there’s one thing a
dog loves it's playing Fetch!”

Neville placed a fresh green
tennis ball into the end of it
and flung it out of sight. The
family watched on in fascina-
tion. So did Charles.

“Fetch!” cried Neville waving
wildly towards the ball.

Charles tilted his head and
scratched it.

“Come on boy, let’s go!” said
Neville and started after the
ball so the dog would follow.

“Let him smell it,” suggested
a passing jogger when Neville
got back.

Charles inspected the furry
round thing, slimed it with
drool and returned to his

itch as Neville reloaded the
Dogapult.

“OK, this time. Watch the
ball. And Fetch!”

The ball sailed away beyond
the big swamp gum.

“Come-by. Get away back.
Walk on!” bawled Neville, try-
ing every dog-handling term
he'd ever heard at the Royal
Melbourne Show.

Charles, who'd never been
to the Show, rested his jaw
on Cinnamon’s lap and waited
while the head of the pack
retrieved it again.

“Try rol!ing it in front of
him,” offered a lady with a
pram.

Neville was happy to give it
a go. He was already breathing
hard and beginning to regret
how far the Dogapult could
actually pult. But despite a
chorus of instructions, whis-
tles and hand gestures from

og’s life

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

living with
The Trotts

the growing band of onlook-
ers, Charles still wasn’t clear
whether he was supposed to
get the ball, wag the tail he
didn’t have or sing Jerusalem
in Italian.

“Don’t tell, show,” put in a
teacher from Andersons Creek
as her class clustered round
behind her.

Never one to disobey
teacher, Neville doubled over,
knuckles brushing the ground,
and loped across the grass,
all the while looking back to
see if he was getting through.
Charles found it absolutely
enthralling, but whether he
was in fact cognisant of the
concept being demonstrat-
ed for his benefit was less
than certain. In for a penny,
thought Neville, and to the
surprise of some 40 fascinated
spectators, lifted the ball in
his teeth and let out a howl
of triumph! Charles couldn’t
have been more shocked if a
flying saucer-full of little green
dachshunds had landed on
the lizard, and hid under the
picnic table.

“I give up!” cried Neville and
flung the ball thrower at the
Sulo bins.

In a flash Charles was after
it, catching it before it hit the
l(ground, up and scampering

ack to drop it at Neville's
feet.

“Clever dog,” said someone,
taking a seat beside Gran.
“But I still think the bloke's
better.”

.

ALAN CORNELL



RACYV lobbies for Yarra

By KARLY HICKMAN

Street ‘upgrade’

randyte-Ringwood Road between spent $112million a year on new ciation vice-president Jonathon These proposals would be con-

An $11million “uj de” for Harris Gully Road and Jumping roads, accor: to Mr Negus, Upson said that road changes may sistent with the results of a bus
Yarra Street and Warrandyte- Creek Road. but “this has only scratched the not be the answer. users’ survey conducted last
Ringwood Road is proposed in a While the blueprint outlines surface”. “Congestion during peak and year by WCA.

recently released RACV “docu- other road projects as requiring A survey commissioned by the school times can be addressed “Bus services in Warrandyte,

“upgrade and widening” and
“duplication”, Yarra Street and
Warrandyte-Ringwood Road are

RACYV last year revealed that 86%
of Victorians believe upgrading
outer Melbourne roads is re-

by simply reducing the number
of cars on the street,” he said. Mr
Upson identified an increase in

particularly on the Nillumbik
side of the river, need to be
greatly improved,” Mr Upson
said

ment”.
Entitled “Outer Melbourne
Connect”, the document details

specific road, rail and public recommended for “upgrading” quired now, or at the latest, in the  bus services, especially to local 5
rt improvements the only. next few years. schools, as being the key to re- The RACV also identified

club believes are required in “Now, more than ever, rapid Although the blueprint lists ducing congestion along Warran- connecting the “missing link”
outer Melbourne to ease conges- growth and corresponding con- specific public transport projects, dyte’s main street. between the Metropolitan Ring
tion. gestion demonstrate the urgency no mention is made of transport He suggested the introduction Road in Greensborough and

It lists 85 arterial road projects o complete unfinished projects,” needs in the Warrandyte area. of express bus services from War-  EastLink in Ringwood as a key
totalling $3.2billion. Brian Negus, RACV public policy Details of the proposed “up- randyte to the city and altering project for the eastern region.

The ,‘)roposal calls for the “up-  manager told the Diary. Since de” remain unclear, however bus routes outside school times
grade” of Yarra Street and War- 2002 the state government has arrandyte Community Asso- as possible congestion reducers. ® See report, page 1.

North plan problems

By TRISTAN MADDOCKS

Warrandyte Community As-
sociation is disappointed
Nillumbik council has refused
to expand a planning control
designed to protect landscape
values along the north side of
the Yarra.

WCA vice-president Jona-
thon Upson says he has spent
four years campaigning for an
overlay, Yarra River Environs
(ESO2) to be applied to private
land in North Warrandyte.

Nillumbik council says such
an expansion is inappropriate
because the ESO2 is intended
for public land, and other
planning controls are in place
on private land.

The objectives of the ESO2
are to protect the environmen-
tal significance of the Yarra
River environs, to protect
and enhance the views to and
from the river, and to protect
the river and the areas along
the river from visual intrusion
caused by inappropriate sit-
ing and design of buildings.

Mr Upson says that although
the ESO2 gives the impression
that land adjoining the Yarrais
protected from inappropriate
development, in fact it is not.

“The loophole is that you
have these really strongly-
worded guidelines, (but) a
map that doesn’t apply to any
private land,” he said.

“So somebody looking at it
would say ‘Hey, look! This is
really great protection!" But
then those guidelines only
apply to the areas that are
mapped, and then the map,
of course, is just for the banks
of the river.

“What is very disappointing

Community voice: WCA vice-president Jonathon Upson addresses the Nillumbik counci

N\

meeting held in North Warrandyte last month. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds)

to WCA is that council com-
mitted to fix this problem in
2004, confirmed their com-
mitment in a letter to us in
2005, and now four years later
have written a report that
attempts to argue there is no
problem.”

The report, released at last

month’s council meeting,
found there was no demon-
strated need to review the
ESO2.

“The Nillumbik planning
scheme currently contains
strong existing controls that
have successfully protected
the landscape values of the

Yarra River environs from
inappropriate development,”
the report says.

Manager for environment
and planning services, Marga-
ret Abbey, said the ESO2 was
having its intended effect.

“(There) is not a loophole
because the ESO2 is particu-

larly targeted for public land,”
she said. “It would be a loop-
hole if there was a provision
that said (the ESO2) related
to somewhere else. That's not
the case.”

Ms Abbey said that since
council agreed to review the
ESO2 in 2004, controls includ-

ing the Significant Landscape
Overlay Schedule 2—Bush
and Semi Bush Residential
Areas (SLO2) have been suc-
cessfully applied to private
land in Warrandyte

“When you look at private
land, we've got a different
suite of controls and a stron-
ger suite of controls to actu-
ally protect the environs of
the Yarra River,” she said

While the council will not
take further action to review
the ESO2, it will include a
landscape character assess-
ment of North Warrandyte in
its Green Wedge management
plan

Ms Abbey said the assess-
ment will be an opportunity to
see if there is any need for any
additional landscape controls
“While we are quite comfort-
able with the controls we have
in place, we are saying... let's
include the whole of the Yarra
environs, not just the Warran-
dyte North area.”

But WCA remains concerned
that inappropriate develop-
ment could occur in North
Warrandyte

“While we hope that the
landscape study of the Yarra
River Valley environs in War
randyte, recently added to the
shire's Green Wedge manage-
ment plan study, will result
in increased planning protec
tion for these very special
landscapes, we are under-
standably sceptical as to the
timing, or the extent, of that
protection,” Mr Upson said
“We are concerned that inap-
propriate subdivisions and
houses could be approved in
the meantime.”

Election hopefuls have their say at WCA forums

Council elections—both sides of the
river—are scheduled for November
and once more the Warrandyte
Community Association is running
forums at which local residents
can listen to, and quiz, prospective

candidates.

Nillumbik hopefuls will face their

October 30.

nity Centre.

electors on Wednesday, October
29 and Manningham candidates
will run the gauntlet on Thursday,

Please note that both forums will
be held at the Warrandyte Commu-

“WCA sees this as an important

cast their vote.

“Manningham’s Mullum Mullum
ward has been expanded, so it is

service to the community,” spokes-
man Jonathon Upson told the Diary.
“This is a chance for Warrandyte
people to really get to know and quiz
intending candidates before they

even more important Warrandyte's
needs should be adequately repre-
sented,” Mr Upson said.

Sugarloaf ward in Nillumbik is no
less important as North Warrandyte
seems to have been somewhat ne-
glected in recent years.

“Our previous forums have seen

said

passionate debate from a wide
spectrum of candidates,” Mr Upson

Intending candidates for both
Mullum Mullum (Manningham) and
Sugarloaf (Nillumbik) wards are en-
couraged to contact Jonathon Upson
on 0400 501 676 for further details.
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I am appalled that the trees
have been removed from the
front of the IGA. I recall these
three Australian White Cedars
being planted with the original

development,
years ago

Beautiful, slow-growing and
unobtrusive, these decidu-
ous trees provided an ever-
changing show of flowers in
spring, glossy green leaves
with shade in the summer,
a bright yellow spray in au-
tumn, and then those almost
comically persistent orange
berries.

What would possess anyone
to remove them? Some pav-
ing damage? Surely not! Brick
paving is easily repaired. Was
there a permit issued? | must
have missed the notice. Who
is responsible? Who would do
such a thing?

perhaps 20

David Dyason

West End Road

Stripped bare: “E \posed garden at Goldfields Plaza. (PIC[UI'e by Stephen Reynolds)

It was with dismay that I dis-
covered on Sunday morning
(Grand Final weekend) that
all the ground cover along
the front of the car park at
our local Goldfields shopping
centre was being ripped out
and mulched.

On enquiry [ was told it was
to give the shopping com-
plex more “exposure”! Are
the powers-that-be (the body
corporate) so ignorant that
they don’t realise how we
Warrandytians love our green-
ery and appreciate the shade
and protection that trees and
shrubs give us when parking?
Don't they realise this makes
our local shopping area more
attractive and inviting than
the ugly wall-to-wall ashphalt
look of every other shopping
complex?

Much time has been spent,
firstly putting in attractive
greenery, only to then rip it
out. Firstly climbers up the
verandah poles, then lovely
trees and seats outside IGA,
and now the correas beneath
the gum trees. What will they

With this attitude, is this
the sort of shopping complex
we want to support in War-
randyte?

Margaret O'Connor
Brackenbury Street

People I have spoken to are
concerned at recent happen-
ings at Goldfields shopping
centre. Firstly climbers and
gum trees near the buildings
were removed, then the shade
trees and seats were taken
from in front of IGA. This area
was frequently used by people
resting, socialising or waiting to
be picked up.

Then all the indigenous cor-
reas were removed along the
main road. These correas were
a great survivor in drought
conditions. Parked cars and
buildings can be seen through
the trees. One person described
it as now being ugly.

I'm wondering if it is being
proposed to remove any more
vegetation, when in many cases
weeds are allowed to flourish.

John Hanson

pull out next?

Webb Street

They explored
global warming

Many of our Warrandyte com-
munity are already working to
care for our indigenous envi-
ronment and the heritage of
our community, but all this is
threatened by climate change.
The issues are complex and
the need for action urgent.

A group of Warrandyte resi-
dents met at the Warrandyte
Uniting Church on September
14 to explore climate science
and try to understand the
reasons for human-induced
climate change. The main
factor is rapid increase in
greenhouse gases that pre-
vent escape of heat from
sea and land. We are already
aware of the risk to our homes
through drought and more
severe weather events but
eminent scientists are warn-
ing us that the situation calls
for emergency action. The
latest science indicates that
loss of Arctic ice in already
far advanced. If the trend
continues to the melting of
Greenland ice, sea level will
rise seven metres, with worse
to come.

The discussion group agreed
that while nothing is certain
with such a complex issue,
the evidence of climate emer-
gency cannot be ignored.

The meeting explored an
appropriate response to
the critical issue of climate
change. The lead-up to, and
conduct of, the Second World
War was used as a metaphor.
While Churchill warned the

CLYDE &

OCKER

“Global warming is just a
lot of hot air, Ock!”

British people of impending
crisis, Chamberlain returned
from a meeting with Hitler pro-
claiming “Peace in our time”.
Within 18 months, the world
was at war. The Allies won the
war because of an extraordi-
nary degree of community
solidarity, and the devotion
of all national resources to
the war effort. Australians
went without consumer goods
and essentials were rationed.
But we worked as one united
community.

It was felt that the insidi-
ous nature of climate change
makes it hard for people to
focus on the issues as they did
in war-time. Government at all
levels needs to be effectively
lobbied to take appropri-
ate action, but remedies are
needed at personal and com-
munity level.

Warrandyte already has
some of the solidarity needed
to support cooperative activ-
ity in renewable energy and
optimal use of water. Such
local activity would provide
opportunities for innovative
small businesses. For com-
munity solidarity to blossom,
care for our damaged eco-
systems needs to become a
“matter of the heart”.

We need to reinforce hope
that effective action can be
taken and the Warrandyte
community can make some
impact.

Julie James
Alan Place

Anger at
rates

Attention residents of North
Warrandyte. Are you as out-
raged as | am about yet an-
other hefty increase in rates
for 2008/2009? The rates have
increased by 55% over the
past three years, but most
of the monies are spent else-
where in the shire. Why are
we paying the bulk? If you are
concerned, or as angry as |
am, please call (9844 3924)
and leave your name, address
and phone number and | will
add you to a list of disgruntled
ratepayers.

Briony Bottarelli
Marbert Court

Skatepark

good deed

I would like your readers to
know of an experience Mar-
garet and I had a couple of
days ago.

We were at the bus stop and
with a few minutes to spare,
Margaret wanted to go to the
toilet behind us.

When she hadn’t returned
in a short time | went to find
out why it was taking her so
long, just in time to see her
disappear from view in the di-
rection of the Senior Citizens
Club. If I took off to bring her
back to the bus stop, with the
short time we had we would
miss the bus.

There were a number of
fellows using their speed
on skateboards; just what
I needed to catch up with
Margaret and put her on the
right track.

I asked one if he could help
me. After a quick look at
the problem he immediately
skated off to inform Margaret
the need to reverse her jour-
ney so we were able to catch
the bus.

I don’t know the fellow's
name; he was a complete
stranger to me, and if I did
know his name it could cause
him some embarrassment and
to me that would be a poor
way to express my apprecia-
tion of his kindness.

I use this excellent act of
kindness given to Margaret
and myself as a model of
kindness given to us by a
number of other sections of
the community, for which we
are extremely grateful.

John Gilbert
Valias Street

World crises, local
opportunities

Standard advice for political
candidates: never go to the
voters with bad news. Right
now, that’s a little hard to
avoid.

With the world's financial
markets and climate both
vulnerable, the situation is
serious. These are global con-
cerns, but around the globe
it’s small communities like
our own in Warrandyte that
are anticipating the impacts,
and looking for answers.

Our world is getting warmer,
fast. Polar ice and permafrost
are melting at unprecedented
rates. All signs are that we
are on the brink of “runaway”
climate change that will be
literally unstoppable.

They say that opportunity
and crisis travel together.
Sound management of these
crises will mean recognising,
and taking, opportunities
while they are there to be
taken.

There is no doubt that a ma-
jor cause—by overwhelming
scientific consensus the major
cause—of climate change has
been the past two remark-
able centuries of hyperactive
overproduction: digging up
fossil fuels and pumping the
residue into the atmosphere.
Atmospheric CO?is something
that we can control. We have a
duty to ourselves and coming
generations to do so—and,
fleetingly, an opportunity.

The collapse of financial
markets is another symp-
tom of a system in reckless
overdrive—but also an op-
portunity. A prudent response

would be to use this chance to
rebuild our economy on the
sustainable basis needed to
survive and thrive in the 21st
century.

Increasingly, informed busi-
ness leaders understand this.
Governments have been slow-
er to respond. The best that
could be said for Australia’s
state and federal governments
is they talk a good game.
Spin, promotional campaigns
and easy symbolism are no
substitute for real action on
emission controls and renew-
able energy.

So, what can usefully be
done—and done in Warran-
dyte? Local government offers
some immediate opportuni-
ties. Here's a few.

® To date 14 councils (in-
cluding Nillumbik, not Man-
ningham) have passed reso-
lutions to end logging in the
state’s water catchment. Both
water supply and carbon
sequestration stand to ben-
efit. Similarly, the Eastern
Transport Coalition (seven
councils, including Manning-
ham) has combined to push
for public transport improve-
ments.

® A Manningham climate
strategy should be implement-
ed to review all council deci-
sions and policy—overseen
by a designated director for
climate impacts. All councils
will need similar locally-fo-
cussed strategies.

@ Practieal initiatives within
the community can best be
co-ordinated by council. A
local church recently sug-

gested to me using their roof
for solar panels. Imagine a
project, similar to the recent
successful CRAG program,
open to all local churches—or
other institutions, businesses,
community buildings—to buy
and install solar electricity
in bulk

® The Manningham council
fleet of passenger cars com-
prises over 80 fossil-fuelled
vehicles. A better alternative:
replace the entire fleet with
non-emitting electric cars
for council business and also
make them available to rate-
payers, and at favourable hire
rates for those who choose
to relinquish car ownership
altogether.

® Adversarial party politics
will not work in a state of
eme;fency There are indi-
viduals in all parties who see
the urgent need to act. Now,
whatever their differences
on other matters, they need
to join forces in an ad hoc
climate alliance. Local gov-
ernment, typically less con-
strained by party divisions
than other governments, is a
good place to begin.

Come late November, we will
have a new council. Perhaps
among Diary readers there
will be others besides myself
who see the need and are will-
ing to serve as councillors,
or are willing to share other
ideas to ensure our new coun-
cil really is climate wise.

We've got the crisis. Let’s
take the opportunities.

David Ellis

Tills Drive

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

SINCE TAKING OVER
YET AGAIN

ILLUMBIK SHIRE
J'VE DEC'IDED TO PUMP UP THE RATES




Mail on the
move...

By JOANNE GREEN
and CLIFF GREEN

If you rocked up to the Warrandyte
Post Office down at the east end of
town, hoping to post a parcel or pay
your electricity bill late last month,
you would have thought you were
seein%thlngs. It had gone! There
was a big hole where the post boxes
had been and the place was locked
up. Anotice on the window told you
that postmaster Don Jinnette had
pulled us stumps and relocated to
Shop 5, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road.
(That’s right beside Mings Chinese
Restaurant.)

This is the second time Warran-
dyte's post office has gone walk-
about. Old-timers remember it as a
modest little colonial-style building
in Yarra Street, diagonally opposite
the Grand Hotel, still known locally
as “the Old Post Office”. It is now
the Warrandyte Historical Society
museun.

The Old Post Office is a building
with a long history, surviving floods
and bushfires in the days when
mail in Warrandyte was delivered
on horseback. It was abandoned
as a post office in the early 1970s
when the business relocated to the
east end.

The building became derelict and
was threatened with demolition un-
til some energetic locals launched a
campaign to save and restore it.

They were going well, too, until
one night in 1982 when someone set
fire to the place, attempting to burn
it down. Perhaps they were anxious
to see the Country Roads Board suc-
ceed in their plan to convert Yarra
Street into a four-lane highway, right

through the Old Post Office site.
However, wisdom prevailed and
the restored building was opened in
May, 1987. Should we now be calling
it the “Old, Old Post Office"?

And so, after around 35 years,
Warrandyte Post Office has moved
yet again, forced to relocate by an
unreasonable rent increase. “The
lease ended and the owner (of the
building) increased the rent to
$70,000 a year,” postmaster Don
Jinnette told the Diary. This would
have been an increase from $14,000
during the previous lease. It is be-
lieved the entire post office block
is set to be redeveloped as shops
and offices.

The actual shift happened in one
day. Holders of post boxes were
asked to clear their mail by Friday,
September 26 and the new office was
open for business the following Mon-
day. The relocated post office spent
aweek and a half without phone con-
nection following the move.

The post boxes were transported
by truck to the Melbourne Hill Road
location and were reinstalled inside
the post office. They can now be ac-
cessed through a separate door. Mr
Jinnette believes this is a safer op-
tion than access out in the street.

Despite the difficulties and tem-
porary inconvenience of relocation,
Mr Jinnette says the new Melbourne
Hill Road shop is a more convenient
location, with safer and better ac-
cess to parking.

“It's much better, it's brighter,”
he said. “Parking is extremely good
here and it will liven up this end of
town. The shops around here will
probably increase in value.”

Church still awaits final judgment

By KARLY HICKMAN
Although a $20,000 debt, accumulated by
St Ste ens Anglican Church in Warran-

d as been waived by the Melbourne
ocese, congregation members are still
concerned ut the future of their parish.
They have heard no further news regard-

ing the possibility of a reinstatement of
the parish, complete with vestry and a full-
tim“er&rlest, or amalgamation with a neigh-

“We are still in a state of limbo,” church
warden Irving Reid told the Diary. “It
seems, by matter of fact, that we are con-
tinuing with visiting Prlest Neville Mellor
conducting services.

As decided by a bishop-in-council meet-
ing last Au; rﬁlst the local vestry has ceased
administe parish and administra-
tion has been handed to Archdeacon Ste-
phen May.

“I am working closely with members of

the parish,” Rev May said.
He conceded that amalgamation with a
neighbouring parish is being consid-

ered but would not say when this would
be decided. He further stated that he was
“absolutely committed to reviving the St
Stephens parish” and is working on a num-
ber of fronts to ensure continuing Anglican
ministry in Warrandyte.

@ St Stephens annual general meetin,
will be held on Sunday, November 9.
wardens are appealiilg to everyone who
has been associated with the parish and
is not currently on the church'’s electoral
roll to ensure they can vote on any matters
arising on the day.

Registration forms are available at the
back of the church or by contacting Irving
Reid on 9844 3796.

Safety first

Safety is to be improved at
the corner of Research-War-
randyte and Glynns roads in
North Warrandyte.

A $9000 state govern-
ment grant, made under the
Greyspot program, will be
used to improve signage and
lighting at the intersection.

The program targets inter-
sections on outer metropoli-
tan and rural arterial roads.

“While the Blackspot pro-
gram targets intersections
with a recognised crash
history, the Greyspot pro-
gram targets locations where
the possible risk of future
crashes has been identi-
fied,” Yan Yean MP Danielle
Green said.

Postmaster Don Jinnette
made his momentous move
one weekend late last
month. (Pictures by Jan
Tindale)

Cartoonist Jock Macneish saw
the potential joke way back
in September 1981.

We’re all millionaires!

Banks might be in trouble
around the world, but the
Warrandyte Community Bank
has just chalked up its first
$100million.

“Five years and four months
after the bank opened its
door it has reached this fan-
tastic milestone—$100 mil-
lion in deposits and lending,”
bank chairman Sarah Wrigley
told the Diary.

“Given the extreme volatili-
ty in the banking sector at the
moment, we are absolutely
delighted to have achieved
this goal so early in the finan-
cial year,” Ms Wrigley said.

“Thanks must go to all our
staff, especially manager
Mark Challen, our sharehold-

ers and customers, as well
as board members past and
present.”

The strong performance
of the branch last financial
year has allowed the board
to recommend an eight cents
dividend. “Shareholders will
have now received a total
of 19 cents per share,” Ms
Wrigley said.

The annual general meet-
ing of the Warrandyte Com-
munity Bank Branch of the
Bendigo Bank will be held on
Wednesday, November 19 at
7pm at the Warrandyte Com-
munity Centre

® For more information
call Sarah Wrigley on 0412
186 302.

Warrandyte
Veterinary Clinic

Mon, Wed, Fri: 8am-7pm
Tues & Thurs: 8am—-8pm
Saturday: 8am—2pm

WE CARRY A FULL

PET PRODUCT RANGE

Catering for all small animals.

Dr Derek ]. Fairley @.v.sc)
Dr Stuart Turner (B.v.sc)

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment—Phone 9844 3071

WARRANDYTE
xx GLASS xx

All types of
glass, glazing,

mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

r----------—-------—_-----1

; PLUMBER AND GASF ITTER'

CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS
| Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte |

| JOHN RYAN 9844 2552

MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 |

An Osteopath can help with:
back & neck pain
headaches & migraines
* joint pain

® sports injuries

e sciatica

back pain with pregnancy
and much more...

Warrandyte Osteopathy
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte 9844 2465

OSTEOPATH

in Warrandyte
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: Bridgewos Stage 1

Troubled brzdge over narrow waters

Strange things have
been happening at the
little bridge over An-
dersons Creek in Eve-
rard Drive.

Firstly, Manningham
council built a much-
appreciated footpath
beside Everard Drive
down from Yarra
Street. But when they

reached the creek they
had a problem. How to
continue the path across
a barely wide enough,
two-lane bridge?

So they reduced the
bridge to one-way, one-
lane. Chaos ensued. So
they had another go,
narrowing the path,
relocating the “give

way” sign and erecting a
pedestrian fence on the
path side of the bridge.

But it’s still one-way,
and drivers have still
got to take it easy and
take their turn.

@ Stephen Reynolds
has been observing
progress and took these
pictures.

Voucher offer for fire clean-up Council’ssolar water scheme

Manningham council is urging residents to
start preparing their properties for the fire
danger period by reducing sources of fuel
such as tree branches and green waste.

The council is assisting residents within fire
prone areas to engage in fuel reduction by
offering a free disposal service each Sunday
for a period of six weeks.

“Residents living within Warrandyte, War-
randyte South, Wonga Park, Park Orchards
and Donvale areas are eligible for free vouch-
ers to dispose of green or dry clean wood and
branches to a maximum of 100mm diameter,”
a council spokesperson said.

“Residents should check with council re-
garding the requirements of the Manningham
planning scheme if they are unaware of the

provisions relating to tree pruning.”

The green waste can be disposed of at
Tikalara Waste Service Centre, corner of
Blackburn and Websters Roads, with entry
via the Websters Road entrance. (Melway
Ref 34 D2)

Residents are reminded that only clean
green waste can be accepted. Contaminated
and mixed loads of waste cannot be depos-
ited at the Websters Road site.

This free service will operate for a six week
period between 9am and 3pm, every Sunday
from Sunday, November 2 until Sunday, De-
cember 7 inclusive.

® To obtain a voucher, please contact
council on 9840 9333 or your local CFA fire
brigade.

Warrandyte residents can again look to the
sun to help save money and reduce carbon
emissions.

Registrations are now open for locals inter-
ested in participating in Manningham council’s
initiative to bulk purchase solar hot water
systems.

Council is aiming for at least 500 participants.
“The more residents sign on for the program,
the cheaper the prices will be,” a council
spokesperson told the Diary.

“The response from the community to our
solar panel bulk purchase was overwhelming.
Unfortunately we were only able to cater for
170. We want to help as many people as we
can to help make Manningham more sustain-
able,” he said.

Registration is open to home owner-occupi-
ers, landlords with a permanent tenant who
pays the energy bills and non-profit community
groups.

“At this stage council is only taking registra-
tions of interest, so we can approach compa-
nies to bid for the work with some certainty of
custom,” the spokesperson said. “There will be
no obligation to proceed in the program.”

Registration of interest is free, however once
a price is obtained, residents will need to con-
firm their participation through payment of a
$100 administration fee.

® Forms to register interest are available in
the October issue of Manningham Matters, or
on www.manningham.vic.gov.au. Phone 9840
9129 for more information.

NILLUMBIK

The survey results reaffirm previous community wellbeing indicators that

Nillumbik ... Victoria’s highest quality of life

In a recently-released Quality of Life survey conducted by BankWest, the Shire of
Nillumbik came out on top as the municipality in Victoria with the highest quality of life.

High levels of education
* high rates of library use

» early years services, giving children the best start in life

show Nillumbik has high life expectancy and community safety, high levels
of eduction and low levels of unemployment.

We have great arts, recreation and sport opportunities, lifelong learning and high
rates of volunteering; but most importantly we are Melbourne’s Green Wedge —
the lungs of our City. Our high quality natural and built environment contribute
greatly to our quality of life.

This is what makes Nillumbik a great place to live and why people choose
to live here.

What has Council done to contribute to this?

There are high expectations of Council to serve the local community with quality
programs and services.

Council has done much to contribute to Nillumbik’s quality of life, including:

Keeping active means keeping healthy

* new bike paths and recreation trails

« rehabilitation of sportsgrounds under the $2.6M WaterSmart initiative
* $4 5M redevelopment of the Eltham Leisure Centre

* new footpaths

» a doubling of our investment in maintaining and improving leisure centres
and community buildings

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

9433 3111

(two new preschools)
* arts and cultural services

» lifelong learning through Council’s three
Living & Learning Nillumbik Centres

High quality built and natural environment

» development of the Green Wedge Management Plan

* weed and pest eradication programs

» major parks improvements

e quality planning system protecting and enhancing what we value
* GRO three bin waste/recycling system

* GreenPower™ for all Council buildings

« sustainable streetlight project

Community engagement and volunteering
« Nillumbik talkback community consultation panel
 support for community festivals

« support for volunteers including Friends of and Landcare group,
Meals on Wheels

For further information, please visit www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au . §




October 2008

-~ AROUND THE SCHOOLS
School turfs
out grass oval

By JOANNE GREEN
Anderson's Creek Primary
School has replaced its dry,
natural grass oval with a syn-
thetic surface. The new oval,
installed during term 2, is a
plastic product, bonded to-
gether with 45 tonnes of sand
and 17 tonnes of recycled
rubber.

The surface is guaranteed
for 15 years and is expected
to outlast the guarantee with
a minimum amount of main-
tenance.

The decision to re-lay the
oval with an artificial surface
was made to conserve water.
“We had initially considered
natural turf, but could not
entertain the idea of pumping
large quantities of water on to
it,” principal Des McKenzie
told the Diary, “Failure to
water it properly would have

meant that it would have
returned to a bunch of weeds
in a very short time.”

Despite initial concerns by
parents that children could re-
ceive friction burns, the oval’s
surface is said to be safe. The
rubber and sand bond gives it
a resilient quality that could
prevent injuries that would
occur on the bare dirt of the
old oval. There have been no
injuries since the oval was re-
surfaced four months ago.

“Since the installation we
have had kids practicing div-
ing marks as the oval is quite
soft and forgiving,” Mr McKen-
zie said. “It is infinitely safer
than the hard and dry grassed
area it replaced.”

The new oval was funded
from a federal government
grant and with money raised
by the school community.

Principal Des McKenie and Andersons Cre kids are

proud of their new oval. (Picture by Jan Tindale)

These kids
were made
for walkin’

- | Kids from Andersons Creek

‘| schools step out at last year's

Boot-skootin’ along

It was concert time at Warrandyte Primary School last
month and these two preps—Caitlin and Amy—boot-
scooted their way through “These Boots Were Made for
Walkin"". The concert is an annual event and all the
kids performed on stage, presenting dances, songs and
sketches. “It was a wonderful team effort,” principal Gil
Binger told the Diary, with students, parents and teach-
ers collaborating to make costumes, design the backdrop
and celebrate the performing skills of the students.”

Slow down,
your speed is
up in lights!

There's no excuse now
if you exceed the 40kph
speed limit passing Warran-
dyte High School at school
times. [lluminated, elec-
tronically variable speed
signs (pictured) have been
erected outside the school.
Manningham councillor
Ron Kitchingman has been

and Warrandyte primary

Walktober.

lobbying to have the signs
Local schools have been invited to take part highlight its broader community health and installed. “Heidelberg-War-
in Walktober-walk-to-school on Wednesday, social benefits. randyte Road has a large
October 22. “There's an amazing groundswell of support  volume of traffic every day,
Last year, hundreds of kids from Warrandyte for this activity,” VicHealth CEO Tood Harper and the electronic si will
and Andersons Creek primary schools took said. “There's no doubt more children want to  play an important role in
part, with parents and staff joining in. walk to school every day, not just on this day. helping to increase safety
Walktober is an initiative of VicHealth, de- There has never been a better time to encour- outside the school,” Cr
signed to raise the profile of walking and to  age children to walk to school.” Kitchingman said.
IF NUNIDERS LU U TG
 CFARegional | Warrandyte | North Warrandyte | South Warrandyte | Wonga Park
Headquarters | CFA | CFA CFA CFA
8739 1300 | 9844 3375 9844 0847 9844 2861 9722 1463

| VICTORIAN BUSHFIRE INFORMATION LINE: 1800 240 667

~

French Hair Dressing in
the Heart of Warrand, yte

UK. LOREAL COLOUR
TROPHY WINNER

20 Years UK. & European
Experience

One to One fi‘urip('ug service

By Appointment with
‘alérie T hinnes,
0449 286 270 3

Fully Qualified & Insured

”l.ll:[;ﬂﬂzqu =
frvaidar

Llivudin

Tel: 0420 53

Email:warrandyte

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION

Servicing the area for 40 years

SERVICE TO:
Televisions, Stereo Systems,
DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves,
Digital Set Top Box Systems installed, etc.

27 Mitchell Avenue Ph: 9844 3970
Warrandyte 3113 Mob: 0408 175 274

Warrandyte Extensions
& Renovations

EXTENSIONS <RENOVATIONS ~KITCHENS BATHROOMS

Quality Workmanship, Friendly Local Service
30 years Trade Experience

Btiing. PHONE ANDREW
(i vencer 9844 0068 *0411 114 012

ACT GLOBALLY SHOP LOCALLY

CE,//'()/MJ ((5(’/'//(//

David Appleby Authorised Civil Celebrant

« 20 years of flawless public speaking
+ Presenter on Melbourne FM Radio

9844 4624

(St e celttvard v ald corbtradives

STONEHOUSE
GALLERY

EXHIBITION »« OCTOBER 1st - 31st

Turkish Temptations
A group exhibition in pottery and textiles
inspired by a recent trip to Turkey

Quality Australian gifts for all occasions

GALLERY OPEN DAILY 10amzpm
103 Yarra Street, Warrandyte  Phone 9844 3629
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we: one of South’s

early fire trucks. Right: the

present fleet

Brigade
appeals

help

The residents of South War-
randyte and Park Orchards
have been depending on
the South Warrandyte CFA
Brigade to protect them from
fire and respond to other
emergencies for more than
60 years.

“Through this time the area
has seen many changes, with
more houses, busier roads
and more residents,” brigade
spokesman Tom Goldstraw
told the Diary. “With strong
support from locals and the
Country Fire Authority, the

‘\

brigade's equipment has also
moved with the times and is
state-of-the-art.

“The one thing that has not
changed is the never-end-
ing need for volunteers,” Mr
Goldstraw said. “From active
fire-fighting, community edu-
cation and behind-the-scenes
administration, it is volun-
teers from our community
who keep the service alive.”

The need for more volun-
teers is constant.

“Now is the time for you to
help,” Mr Goldstraw said. A

new course for recruits to
the brigade commences lat-
er this month. An open day
is planned for Sunday, Octo-
ber 19 at the fire station in
Brumby's Lane, South War-
randyte (Melway 35/J5).

“The day will feature ‘hot
fire’ demonstrations, kids’
activities and fire safety
information,” Mr Goldstraw
said. “All your questions can
be answered.”

® Further information
from Tom Goldstraw on
9844 2861.

Lions’ share of tennis

Lions Park, between the War-
randyte Bridge and the Fed-
eration playground below
the bakery, has been given a
new lease of life in a makeover
worth almost $20,000, funded
and coordinated by the Lions
Club of Warrandyte.

“It's a work in progress,”
president Lauri Hilakari told
the Diary. “The work so far is
the first stage of an ongoing
project to breathe new life
into the park that is consid-
ered a valuable community
resource.”

The refurbishment of the
Lions Park, undertaken in co-
operation with Manningham
council, has included new
picnic tables in the barbecue
area, an upgrade of the tennis

Graeme’s
gift aids
sick kids

Memories of Graeme Doig
were renewed at a recent
meeting of the Lions Club of
Warrandyte when a cheque

for $17,000 was presented
to the Lion House Founda-

court surface, expanded ame-
nities in the shelter and the
addition of an enclosed tod-
dlers’ play area and sandpit.

The club is hoping to attract
a new generation of young
families back to the courts,
which are this year celebrat-
ing 100 years. Recently, a local
family that had enjoyed using
the courts when their children
were young returned for a hit
with their now adult children
and grandchildren.

“We have been having family
tennis get-togethers and bar-
becues here for over 20 years
now, it's lovely,” Geraldine
McCormack said.

The Lions also facilitate a
twice-weekly session on the
courts with professional ten-

nis coaches for a group of
adults with a disability.

An Open Day on Saturday,
November 29 will provide
an opportunity for all in the
community to check out the
improved Lions Park and join
in the centenary celebrations,
including a free hit of tennis
and a barbecue by the river.

The club is on a mission
to track down the then local
kindergarten children who
etched their names into the
bricks paving the barbecue
shelter when it was construct-
ed 20 years ago as a bicen-
tennial project. If you can
help with this project please
contact Bill Gerritson on 0429
325 166 or email lions.tennis.
courts@hotmail.com.

tion. The funds came from
a bequest by Graeme, to be
used as the club saw fit.

Graeme was a highly
regarded member of War-
randyte Lions and was for
many years a beloved act-
ing principal at Warrandyte
High School.

The Lion House Founda-
tion has been set up to pro-
vide permanent accommo-
dation for country people
in particular, visiting pa-
tients in Austin and Mercy
hospitals and others in the
northern suburbs.

Warrandyte Lion David Dobbs presents the cheque to
Tony Benbow, chairman of Lion House Foundation.

DEREK THE
HANDYMAN

I 3

=N

Decks, Pergolas, Tiling,
Bathroom Renovations,
Painting,Gutters & More

Call 9841 6121 or
0402 913 113

Support
local traders

]

SHAPES
BOBCAT &
EXCAVATOR

DRIVEWAYS

CLEANUPS
SITE PREPARATION
LANDSCAPING

PHONE 9844 2117
0410 402 046

‘) Australia Post

m Giftware m Greeting Cards
m Photocopying m Faxes sent and received
m giroPost Bill Paying Service m EFTPOS
m Commonwealth Bank & National Bank Agency
m Foxtel & Manningham City Council Rates can now be paid here
m Private Post Boxes available for $§1 per week
m Agent for Penguin Dry Cleaners

PARK ORCHARDS POST OFFICE

Shop 6, 13 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards
Telephone: 9876 1291 » Fax: 9876 1443

Proprietor: Harold & Michelle Bradfield

i Monday to Friday: 9am-5pm Saturday: 9am-12noon 3]

ARTHMOVING
XCAVATION

SITE EXCAVATIONS » HOUSE EXTENSION EARTHWORKS ¢ LANDSCAPE EARTHWORKS
DAMS « HORSE RIDING ARENAS ¢ TENNIS COURTS * ROCKBREAKING ¢ DRILLING

20 years of careful operation

FOR ADVICE, ESTIMATES AND QUOTES — PHONE ANTHONY

0419 574 728

WARRANDYTE
WELDING

All materials welded.
Your place or mine.
No job too small
RING

NEIL CARTER

9437 2556
| 0418357282

ROTTEN
WINDOWS =

Call David Wilkie
for Timber

Window Repairs

0402 067 391
9844 5559

FREE QUOTES

You’re in safe hands

PAUL J. GILLING

B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

APA

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia
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By CLIFF GREEN

ORE than 150
friends—many
from afar—
packed the
Mechanics Institute Hall
on Saturday, September
13 to farewell local art-
ist, character and well-
known good bloke Gus
McLaren in typical War-
randyte fashion.

Hosted by the Warran-
dyte Arts Association
and compered by WAA
president Ken Virtue, the
event combined a wake
and a life celebration
and gave those present,
denied the opportunity
to attend his funeral, a
chance to share memo-
ries and shed a few tears.

Gus'’s life partner De-
nise Farran presented
the main address, re-
membering when she
first met Gus—in that
very same hall.

“Levi jeans, pale blue
cotton shirt, sleeves
rolled to the elbows,
brown boots and a black
cap. A handsome and
dashing sight,” she said.
“Who was that man?” she
asked. “Gus McLaren,”
came the answer. “Stay
away, he’s a rogue!”

OW We
remembered

Irving Reid and Yvonne
Linton Reid remembered
Gus as an enthusiastic
performer with the WAA
Drama Group. “...shades
of almost forgotten con-
jured characters and
splendid tales across
these 50 years...for all
of us who shared this
rude Mechanics Hall
with Gus...” Yvonne de-
claimed.

Diary poet Karen Thros-
sell, a close friend in
later years, presented a
moving address. (Karen’s
obituary to Gus is pub-
lished on page 19 of this
issue.)

Denise had provided
quantities of clay, and in
memory of a special pot-
ter, she asked everyone
to mould a tiny pinch pot
with their fingers. Ashes
from burnt copies of
The Age were sprinkled
into the pots, all pres-
ent walked across to the
river and dropped their
pots into the stream. Gus
had asked for his ashes
to the cast into the Yarra.

The celebration contin-
ued well into the early
hours. A lot of red wine
was drunk in Warrandyte
that night.

BIIa mou

rns her old mate.

Pictures by
SANDY
BURGOYNE
and

IAN CRAIG

Casting his spirit into the Yarra.

Council Elections: who will you vote for?

Come to a Warrandyte Community Association forum and find out

Nillumbik-Sugarloaf Ward

Wednesday,October 29, 7.30pm
Warrandyte Community Centre

Manningham-Mullum Mullum Ward

Thursday, October 30, 7.30pm
Warrandyte Community Centre
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24 years of high
school musicals

m HE Warrandyte High
) F School theatre lobby is

} |  opening night nerves are
A palpable and eager ush-
ers compete to seat the ambling
mix of students, teachers and par-
ents. An expectant hush descends
as the house lights fade, making
way for a lively rendition of “Time
Warp” from The Rocky Horror
Show.

Then into the spotlight walks
teacher/performer Greg Stewart
“Twenty five years ago a marvel-
lous musical journey began” he
says, “as a young and fledgling
Warrandyte High School staged its
very first musical production of
HMS Pinafore in the Warrandyte
Mechanics Institute Hall. In the
24 ensuing years that journey has
taken us through some of the big-
gest, some of the most popular
musical experiences to ever grace
the stage.”

They were ambitious, always

alive with a familiar buzz,

By JEREMY LOFTUS-HILLS

top shelf, and usually booked out.
This spring there would not be a
25th musical, but a show featuring
highlights from all of them! “This is
the first time in Warrandyte's his-
tory that the show has been put on
entirely internally,” said co-director
Kate Burns. “Directing, lighting,
sound, conducting, promotion,
logo and the program have all been
done by students or ex-students.”
Kate, now studying public rela-
tions, started performing in the
halcyon days, when Chris White
instilled the love of theatre across
several generations of Warrandyte
youth. This year is the school’s
30th birthday, and she and Shane
Pritchard have come back to direct
“Highlights”.

With an all-singing all-dancing
cast of 35 backed by a four-piece
band, Highlights was performed
on a simple black stage in two
acts. Act one featured 12 songs
from 12 shows, ending with Amy
Burns and James Sewell putting a
youthful spin on the sardonic “Find
Your Grail” from Spamalot. Act two
featured a solo performance from
Greg Stewart—"Stars” from Les
Miserable and 10 other songs from
nine shows including Chicago, The
Wiz, Oliver and Hairspray.

Shows like Highlights are difficult
to pull off for a number of reasons.
Most obvious is the absence of
character and plot. Songs from a
musical lose some of their impact
when sung outside their dramatic
context.

Not so obvious is absence of the
original musical architecture. Ev-
ery musical has a unique sequence
of melodies, tempos and rhythms
that together deliver a complete
entertainment package. Highlights

Pictures by STEPHEN REYNOLDS

struggled with these endemic chal-
lenges, but the performers were, as
ever, irrepressible.

Highlights was at its best when it
evoked iconic moments—as when
Sarah Lewis sang “Look at me I'm
Sandra Dee” from Grease. In just
one song she somehow brought
that musical alive. Similarly in
the second act she and six others
brought the ambience of Avenue
Q to the stage. Too often though,
the selected song was not enough
to take the audience back to those
show-stopping moments. The con-
cept of show highlights may have
worked better if each selection in-
cluded some dialogue and a slice of
plot along with a song or two from
just some of the 24 shows.

Extravagant musicals have been
synonymous with Warrandyte High
in the spring. But traditions at sec-
ondary schools are strange beasts.
Dependant upon one person or a
creative core, they can lose their
strength and direction as teachers

retire or move on. This school has
a great theatre, production skills
abound there still, and for some
reason its musicals have usually
gelled with the Warrandyte commu-
nity. But if, as the directors hope,
this show is a new beginning, it
was difficult to divine what the new
direction might be.

Elaborate, creaky sets, the brash
17 year-olds playing parts like 20s
flapper “Roxy Hart” in Chicago, a
gutsy brass section thumping it out
beyond their years, colourful tap
and dance routines are just some
of the memories of 24 years of War-
randyte High School productions.
Greg Stewart is right to call it a mu-
sical journey, and it's reasonable
to applaud the sentiment behind
the last song—"You Can't Stop the
Music”.

But this year's show leaves a
lingering doubt about who might
be making that music, and in
what context, next time the wattle
blooms in Warrandyte.

Mum’s death is ‘uproariously funny’

STAGE play, de-
scribed as “an
uproarious com-
edy” is currently
running at the
Warrandyte Me-
chanics Institute Hall.

A Warrandyte Theatre
Company production, The
Memory of Water by Shelagh
Stephenson is about “the
ongoing effects of family
through ensuing genera-
tions,” according to director
Bill Connolly.

“It’s an uproarious comedy
about three sisters who have
recently lost their mother,”
he said.

Comedy? Death? Mother?

Bill Connolly explains:
“Firstly, it's very clever
writing; secondly they are
well-drawn and diverse char-
acters; thirdly it’s being per-
formed by some extremely
good actors.”

The cast includes Lisa Up-
son, Lea and Jack Stringer,
Jennifer Tully, Naomi Oost-
ing and Nick Anning.

“Mary, Teresa and Cath-
erine are sisters who are
at their mother’s house to
arrange the funeral and sort
out and pack her belong-
ings,” Bill Connolly said.

“It’s one of those situations
where family issues surface.”
® The Memory of Water is
continuing on October 16,

17, 18 and 23, 24 and 25.

Pictures by IAN CRAIG




First Authentic fine dining
Indian restaurantias

i

now open in your local area

AT
1/35 DRYSDALE RD, WARRANDYTE 3113.

© 9844 4974

Pam and Alan are recently back from Papua
Guinea. Our trip, sponsored by PNG Tour
and Airlines of PNG, was to help promote spec
travel to PNG.

We choose to visit
several dive resorts
and enjoyed the great
pleasures of warm,
tropical waters
Walindi on West New
Britain, Tufi in Oro
Province and Loloata
just a few minutes
from Port Moresby
were all gracious in
hospitality, bountiful
with meals of local
fish and tropical fruits.
Accommodation is comnfortable, remembering these are
small, remote resorts using local buiiding materials, with
many import limitations, and some long waits for supply
We shared a village visit with the luxurious North Star
Cruise's True North passengers - a quality experience
for both the visitors and the hosts.

For Pam, this became a special retumn to visit Lae and
the Markham Valley where she lived from 1973-1979

A world of experience in Papua New Guinea.

Let us help y

Warrandyte Travel & Cruise
Call 9844 2477

2 Webb Street, Warrandyte VIC 31183
Email book@warrandytetravel.com.au

Warrandyte Travel Services Pty Lid t/a Warrandyte Travel Services. Lic 32026

Perched high on 1923sqm of land this wonderful
4BR family home embraces its natural surroundings
at every turn. Flowing split level floor plan and
cathedral ceilings create a light and bright ambience,
while decks off almost every room encourage the
entertainer and provide for quiet times to enjoy
distant mountain views. Covered entry leads to
open plan kitchen/family/meals with French doors
to huge elevated balcony through to 2BRs with
balcony access and BIRs. Stairs lead to another 2
BRs with BIRs, master with ensuite and deck access,
and a large rumpus with French doors to covered

» Once Upo aDeckor Tw

deck overlooks the lounge/dining. Extras include
ducted heating, split system air-conditioner, two
wood heaters (one a Mont Eltham), ducted vacuum
system, quality fittings, a bitumen driveway, double
carportand a 2,000 litre water tank. This home is not
merely a place to dwell, but a place to create those
special memories. To watch a family grow to a theme
song sung by native birds truly is a place to live.

34 DINGLEY DELL RD, WARRANDYTE NORTH
FORSALE $595,000 PLUS
CONTACT Glenn Martin 0427 852 806

128 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood

163 Yarra St, Warrandyte

‘Brae-Side' is a typical Warrandyte cottage with
scope for furtherimprovement. Sossit back, relax and
enjoy the panoramic view as well as the added bonus
of approximately 2886sqm of land backing onto
the “Yarra River” while you plan the best possible
improvement you require now or in the future. The
home comprises a large lounge room with wood fire
heater, separate dining area with gas wall furnace,
kitchen/meals area, bathroom/laundry, three
bedrooms plusa large enclosed area under the home
awaiting your imagination and finishing touches.
(all today and arrange an inspection.

9870 6211
9844 1200

The Superb View Is a Pricless

onus

28 KANGAROO GROUND-WARRANDYTE ROAD,
WARRANDYTE

FORSALE $400,000 to $440,000

CONTACT Glenn Martin 0427 852 806

www.carter.com.au
info@-carter.com.au
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YOUR COMMUNITY SUPERMARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.00am til 10.00pm

Fresh Produce Delivered Daily

@ Award Winning Meat Department |
SAVE 4‘:{5‘!‘& COMMUNITY CHEST

<t Continental Delicatessen o
J.\"/ 9.3l Good Range of Beer, Wines & Spirits 1ds_L1U

. Pleafe ;lhonate
per litre Large Range of Organic Foods Communit
FOOD BAN

bin at front
of store

402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte

Telephone: 9844 3089 e Facsimile: 9844 4866
Email: victoryiga@localgrocer.com.au ® Website: www.victoryiga.localgrocer.com.au

PROUD MAJOR SPONSOR OF THE WARRANDYTE FOOTBALL CLUB

LIONS CLUB OF WARRANDYTE

Wanted: Missing Persons

Here are just some of you...
Joel & Dylon Adcock, Lucy Barton, David Baird, Chelsea Bolden, Reece Borella, Boyle

Opportunity Shop
family, Braendler family, Butler family, Luke Brown, Simon & Sarah Dean, Jason

50% OFF Dregler, Darrell Elvery, Robert Gilbert, Sharon Hendricks, Scott Hinds, Belinda Hookey,
Wi nter C|oth i ng R =[] Please contact:  Joy Hooks, Hobson family, Chanelle Hunter, Lamb family, James Longworth, Grant
: ; . Bill 0429325166  Phillips, Michael Selway, Emma Stubbs, Stokes family, Rachael Taylor, Brendon
if you mention this ad - Gonge dniiss Vernon, Vizard family, Andrea Wood.
And the rest of the local school children who etched their name into a brick at the
Come in and see our large range of bric-a-brac. G ”;éif,'%z BA B e

Lions Club of Warrandyte wants to contact you to invite you to a celebration
168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte « 9844 4392 Email: lions.tennis.

of your contribution to the barbecue area in Lions Park 20 years ago and the
HOURS : Mon-Fri 10.30-4.30 Sat & Sun 11.00-5.00 courts@hotmail.com  recent refurbishment of the 100 year-old tennis courts.

Liz and
the Lions Club
of Warrandyte

thank you

for your kind

donations.

Warran Glen: An experience
in nature and beauty that will
inspire you to create your own
garden sanctuary at home.

Warran Glen Café: A year
round magic setting—with food
to match—that will impress.

373 Warrandyte Rd
¥ (cnr Jumping Creek Rd)
. Warrandyte Vic 3113
- Garden Centre: 9844 3027
Café; 9844 1322

www.warranglen.com.au
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gardiner g%

ESTATE AGENTS

proud overall winner 2005 manningham business awards

mcinnes

real estate category winner 2005, 2006, 2007 & 2008 manningham business awards

we’re excited!!!

gardiner mcinnes’ outstanding service recognised in the

leader business achiever awards hall

of fame!

congratulations to warrandyte’s business achiever winners
country in the city & goldfields plaza medical centre!

warrandyte private sale
asking price $350k

Rare opportunity to secure vacant land in Brackenbury Street!

This north facing near 1/4 acre is just waiting for your dream

home (stca).Walk to Yarra River, shops, cafes and transport.

warrandyte north auction

| lam saturday |8 october
suit $290k-$3 15k
Qutstanding opportunity to secure |/3 acre allotment fronting

the Yarra River reserve. Once a fine art gallery, the existing
home is ideal to use as a footprint for future renovations.

private sale
estimated selling range $570k-$620k
Crowning 1/3 acre with stunning views of the Warrandyte hills,
this 4BR plus study home includes formal lounge with ofp and
cathedral ceiling. Open plan kitchen/meals/family. Master suite
— suit conversion to 5th BR. Covered patio and terraced rear
gardens. Double auto garage.

estimated selling range $500k—$550k
Light and airy 3BR + study (suit 4th BR) home on 1/2 acre

ringwood east private sale
estimated selling range $490k-$540k

Picture perfect 3BR + study (suit 4th BR) weatherboard home

on level 1/4 acre (approx) in brilliant family location. O

plan timber kitchen/meals and spacious adjacent family |

room. Separate lounge with ofp. Large rear gardens with 120

year old oak tree.

warrandyte auction
| lam saturday 8 november unless sold prior
suit $860k plus buyers

Stunning 4BR home on 5 acres with 4 living areas. Architect
designed kitchen/meals, family living area, formal lounge,
rumpus with external access - suit theatre or home office. Two
outdoor entertaining areas. Extensive revegetated bushland.
Workshop + dble carport.

Rides! Stalls!

Food! Family Entertainment!

Anderson's Creek Primary School
invite you to their

family fun fest!

Saturday |5 November, |0am-5pm
Drysdale Road. Warrandyte

Enjoy CHA CHA, Dodgems, Chair'o'plane, Giant Slide, Junior Ferris Wheel, Side alley games, Kids Crafts,
Showbags, Face painting, family entertainment and more!

real estate agents auctioneers

property managers

2a & 2b webb st, warrandyte, 3113 |T9M0052 | vicki 0427 310 512 | russell 0413 947 676 | www.gardinermcinnes.com
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Support your community

WCA works for you. We depend
upan your membership.

Warrandytes special character has always brought
forward champions to work for its conservation and
enhancement. That's what the Warrandyte Community
Association does best.

Warrandyte Community Association

Promotes all aspects of community life

Defends the character and heritage of the township
Protects the environment

Protects the Green Wedge

Promotes sporting, educational and cultural activities
Defends and enhances community assets

Warrandyte Community Association * PO Box 75, Warrandyte 3113 = 9844 1436

October 2008

CommUnity

! t eyes of
hoices, my benefits.

i rid the same way — except for a
ary difference... community benefit.
y know that when people bank together, plan together
dividuals do better and the community gets richer, too.

" To find out more drop into the branch at
144 Yarra Street or phone 9844 2233.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited,
ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879.
(S20848) (09/08)

-

It starts with

Billanook CollegeTour

Saturday 8 November 2008

o, 3

CRESCENDO 2008

We look forward to showing you
through our College and our annual
exhibition of visual arts, food & materials
technology, (wood, metal, plastics)
robotics, electronics & media.

Billanook College

Come and see what
credates our Success

For further information please contact our Registrar on:
tel: 9724 1179 email: registrar@billanook.vic.edu.au
web www.billanook.com.au

4

Mooroolbark

10.15am for 10.30am start > RsvP Essential > Morning Tea and Tour start promptly at 10.30am

Billanook College
197-199 Cardigan Road

%

® 0

Billanook College is a
Member of Round Square




Marilyn lives her
ife to the full

PRUDENCE TRUBY KING continues her profile series tracking
the stories of the people behind this newspaper.

ARILYN MOORE, the
writer of Our Place,
the Diary column that
reflects on family life,
believes there are more
important things than ambition.
“My attribute is stamina, | won a
24 hour event at uni and finishing a
PhD is more stamina than anything
else,” she said. “Opportunities don't
repeat themselves—you've only got
one life and each day is special.”

Marilyn, 54, has just returned from
a week on the Oodnadatta Track in
South Australia where a group of
lawyer friends assists Aborigines
with information and research. “I
went to look at amazing fossils and
tag along with these people who
dream up projects and make things
happen,” she said. “I love travel and
always want to go back to places I've
been before as well. Life’s short. My
sister died in her early 30s.”

Specialising in nuclear fission track
geochronology, Marilyn completed
her PhD in geology at Melbourne
university and she’s worked ever
since for the company that had its
beginnings in the university labora-
tory, Geotrack International.

“We're a world leader in our field,
analysing uranium fission tracks and
using the information to determine
thermal histories of, for example,
deep sedimentary basins and con-
tinental margins. It's a useful tool
for understanding the geology of
history of the earth—commercially
it's for companies searching for
oil and gas.” She said the scale is
enormous, going back hundreds of
millions of years. “Being a geolo-
gist, time and space are pretty big
and people have an overtly inflated
sense of their own importance. But
in other ways people can achieve
a lot and shouldn’t be intimidated
by it—with global warming every
bit helps.”

She felt it has not been a high-flying
career. ‘I enjoy the work, it's quiet
and relaxing and not frenetic and I've
known some of my colleagues since
they were 17 or 18. It’s an incredibly
ideal working environment worth
a string of letters after your name.
I was never fulltime until recently
as bringing up the family had some
priority and I didn’'t want them in
after-school care five days a week.
It's an individual thing,” she said.

Not working fulltime meant Mari-
lyn could drive her daughter Rosie
to collect stream samples before
school for her project for the BHP
national science award. “Rosie was
known for having the most pecu-

J
behind the byline

liar reasons for lateness at school
such as ‘I've been up all night do-
ing platypus surveys'.” Rosie is
completing her final year studying
physiotherapy at Melbourne.

“Life at university was the opposite
of how it was growing up. School
was pretty dull but starting uni was
the first time I was surrounded by
brilliant people and they've been
inspiring ever since. In 2000 I began
a three-year professional writing
and editing course at RMIT and 1
was very inspired, it was so good.
I learned at least as much from the
others as from the course. They
were mostly at least in their 30s so
they all had these diverse life experi-
ences—they’d established track re-
cords, some were public figures and
there were three PhDs in one class.
As awhole, it was inspirational; they
could get up and do things off their
own bat. I'm a perfectionist but a bit
weak on ambition and initiative.”

Marilyn’s father’s family farmed
in the Mallee where a memorial to
them as pioneers in 1891 stands on
the original property. “My mother's
family were all engineers, lawyers
and scientists. | come from a stan-
dard Aussie background—well, what
was in the 1950s and 60s a classic
background—when he was in Year 7
my son Richard’s class was asked to
put their hands up if all four of their
grandparents were born in Australia
and only two or three did and he was
one of them.”

However, she described her up-
bringing as unusual. Leaving the
family farm during the war to be-
come a relieving postmaster, her
father hated being surrounded by
houses and he eventually bought
a hobby farm south of Vermont.
Surrounded by orchards, the family
grew their own vegetables and wore
hand-spun, hand-knitted jumpers.
“Every year we had to record how
many bags of wheat, bales of wool
and sacks of potatoes the farm
produced. All we had were washing
baskets full of passion fruit and it
was hard to measure the strawber-
ries when you eat them as fast as
you pick them.” They had no TV and
little exposure to public figures.

The eldest of four, Marilyn used
to come to Warrandyte to swim in
the river after school. “There was
a sense of community here. | felt
anonymous in the suburbs and

didn’t see that the community was
there as well,” she said. “I like a bit of
space around me—I lived in Parkville
when at university and got that all
out of my system. | never wanted to
live in the city.”

She considered a career as a profes-
sional musician but said she wasn't
a good teacher or good enough to
be a solo performer and it’s hard to
earn a living as an accompanist. Her
father’s family were all musical. “My
grandfather was a very good violinist
and my aunt was a top violinist and
teacher. On Sundays all the cousins
would play in a jam session at my
grandparents’ place,” she said. She
studied piano to Associate of Music
level but long excursions on geologi-
cal study trips meant she didn’t com-
plete the final exam, although she
frequently accompanied students
for their own music exams.

“I love Bach, his counterpoint and
the unaccompanied cello suites. His
B Minor Mass has the most mind-
blowing counterpoint and harmo-
nies in it. It's brilliant; people are still
trying to unravel it and assign mean-
ings to every note, a secret word or
text. They do PhDs on it.”

Marilyn was class dux through the
years at Vermont High School and
one of her most prized possessions
is the Shorter Oxford Dictionary that
she won as dux at primary school.
She won a string of scholarships, was
secretary of the Geological Society of
Australia, was involved with the Vic-
torian branch and she is a member of
the Royal Society of Victoria. She has
written and co-edited research into
family history and cherishes family
bibles and photos from the 1800s.

An A-grade tennis player, Marilyn
met her husband lan, an actuary,
through the university mountain-
eering club, competing in country
tournaments with him “just for fun”.
“There are not many people over 50
without a dodgy knee. Mine got so
bad that I could do nothing and put
no weight on it when it was bent. But
Rosie said it would get better with ex-
ercise, building up the strength and
she was right, so now I'm nagging lan
to exercise his,” she said.

A few years ago Marilyn was look-
ing at bikes in a shop where she
started talking to another woman
who had ridden the Around the Bay
in a Day cycle ride. “This woman was
67 and she had got her first bike at
65 when she retired. | wasn't going to
lie down and be beaten by an older
woman so | bought a really good
hybrid bike which was at least three
times the price of anything I'd looked

Driveway of memories

Dark furniture
gold-edged books

the sound of firewood

crackling.
Music boxes
—~, and old lace.
e
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Rain clouds
and willow trees
bending down,
fingerprinting the earth

or dipping see-through leaves
into ripples on a lake.

m
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Purple flowers

and winding paths,
patchwork gardens
waiting for
tomorrow.

Church bells echoing
across a winter morning.
Mud and skinned knees—
running to get there

on time.

Rainbows of happiness
and smiles

looking in the mirror

or lying on a bed

of honeysuckle.

The smell of fireworks
on Guy Fawkes night
standing at the bonfire
watching the flames

spit and dance

and feeling their warmth.

The smell of sawdust,
new wood,

burnt toast

and the taste of

hot jam donuts

eaten by the sea.

Autumn leaves

tumbling along

footpaths.

Daisy chains

crickets

white frost on the morning grass.

at and booked a place in the Around
the Bay for four months later. [ loved
it and we’ve done it a few times now,
as well as 120km trips in the Mad and
Bad rides in outer Melbourne and
Ballarat and I did the Mt Buffalo leg
of the Alpine Classic. We've met new
friends and been to lots of places.
We've ridden in the Great Tassie, the
South Island of New Zealand and the
Great South Australia ride, the last
one with the kids. I can’t believe we
did that—I've never seen a child so
knackered in all my life.

“I'm terrified of traffic but I rode to
work once or twice a week over the
last seven years or so. It's a good
speed to travel. You see more than
in a car and you go further than you
can when walking. It's lovely not be-
ing enclosed, even in filthy weather. |
bushwalked when [ was younger and
I like walking uphill anyway.”

Apart from writing for the Di-
ary, Marilyn has been involved with
Warrandyte Primary School, tennis
and playing piano in the Follies and
CFA. “People come up and tell me
of similar experiences to those that
I write about in Our Place. [ was
amazed by the numbers of people
with shotguns in their house, after
the snake story:.

“I've been on various committees,
not the glamour ones, only when
they're desperate. lan and I were
team managers for Ringwood Little
Athletics crosscountry for a long
time. You have to take the kids so you
get involved, helping and moving on
when the children finish. Someone
said ‘if you stayed for one more year
you'd be life members’ but we had
someone in line to take over so we

went.” This is the first year that nei-
ther Richard nor Rosie is in the na-
tional surf lifesaving championships,
with Richard away working on a PhD
in biorobotics at the brain institute
of the University of Queensland in
Brisbane. “The kids’ sport was an
enormous expense and effort but
you've got to take the opportunities
I always said to them, make sure you
do someth