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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH
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King’s speech ttttouches all

HE crowd gathered,

hushed, around the

Stiggants stage. You

could hear a pin

drop. (Well not lit-
erally, what with the grass
and everything, but it was
really quiet.)

The morning had started
with another stirring parade
down Yarra Street in a Carni-
vale of fire trucks, pipe bands
and defecating horses. Till at
length the Town Crier limped
into Stiggants Reserve, and
with a final “Oyez!” and ding
of his shiny bell (you'd hear
a bell drop, I'm pretty sure of
that) ushered King John and
Queen Kerrie forward to ad-
dress their eager subjects.

For 26 years, the noble
house of Boyle had given this
lucky community a festival full
of happy revelling and merry
cavorting.

Twenty-six years of plas-
tic ducks, billy-carts, home-
brewed beer and sliding down
bits of polythene being hosed
by boy scouts. Don't tell me
we don’t know how to enjoy
ourselves!

King John leaned into the
microphone and the crowd
were on the edge of their seats
(only standing).

“Ladies and gen...
gen...”

King John was many things.
Feather baron. Canoeist. Long-
board surfer. But orator? Who
can forget his presentation to
the Craft Group on the joys
of quilling? Most of those
present, hopefully. And his
joke at his daughter’s French
wedding about having Joan of
Arc round for a Warrandyte
barbecue...
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King John abhorred speech-
es, but he wasn’t alone. His
audience abhorred them too,
but that wasn’t what | meant.
From the corner of his eye he

gen...

The Trotts

could see his personal speech
trainer willing him on—the
dashing Lionel Trott, who had
developed his unorthodox
techniques in Moe before
seeking his fortune in the cut
and thrust of Warranwood.
King John had been visiting
Lionel every Tuesday in his
makeshift office behind the
Fish Tub in Wonga Road, prac-
ticing his radical techniques.
Like swearing.

“Bugger. Bugger. Bugger,
bugger, bugger,” muttered
King John under his breath,
ever mindful of the American
market.

The people waited, pa-
tiently—Warrandyte is full
of patients, and almost as
many therapists—but the An-
dersons Creek children were
starting to fidget at the side

of the stage. They were doing
the mask scene from Eyes
Wide Shut and were anxious
to begin.

King John tried singing. “I

want to than...than...than...”
He was no Kevin O’Mara.

But he so much wanted to
thank all the people on the
committee who came round to
his house, ate his food, drank
his wine and ended up lost
and confused at the bottom
of Osborne Road.

He so much wanted to thank
Queen Kerrie for her infec-
tious and ebullient efferves-
cence, but he'd never get
that out.

He so much wanted to go
to the loo.

Ah, the loos. Remember the
time the truck almost rolled
and spilled its load in that

lush, pungent patch of grass
behind the stage, right where
the Warrandyte Primary kids
were now queuing up behind
the Anderson’s Creek chil-
dren.

“l remem...mem...mem..."

He remembered the old tug
o' war. He remembered Par-
radiddle. He remembered the
fireworks that used to explode
in the night sky, setting off
every dog from Templestowe
to Wonga Park. So what if we
were one of the state’s most
fire-prone townships?

Lionel caught his eye (not lit-
erally, obviously) and smiled
reassuringly. The man'’s posi-
tivity never flagged—his glass-
es were always half full. But
the rear of the stage was now
overflowing with Over Fifty-
Five troupers, Neighbourhood
House belly dancers, the High
School big band and children
from every school within
cooee. It was starting to look
like the main street in Cairo.
If the Festival didn’t start
soon the Lions would run out

of pies.
“As my great... great...
great.. great.. great!.
great...”

King John faced his fear as
Lionel began to face his—he'd
never get an Oscar with a pro-
tégé who made George Bush
look positively eloquent.

Then someone at the back of
the audience began to clap.

“Good on yer, John," croaked
Gran. In a moment the rest of
the crowd joined in enthusias-
tic tribute to their much-loved
monarch.

King John blushed, took a
deep breath and leaned closer
to the mike. “I now declare
the festival open! Enjoy your
weekend."

Thanks, John and Kerrie.
We will.

ALAN CORNELL
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By KARLY HICKMAN

Residents of Taroona Avenue
and Everard Drive are con-
cerned that their tranquil
road network has been turned
into a permanent and official
bus route for Warrandyte to
Eltham buses.

Manningham council has
approved 536 Panorama bus
journeys along Everard Drive
and Taroona Avenue each
week, en route to the Warran-
dyte Reserve bus stop.

“This poses a risk to the
health and safety of residents,
pedestrians and other vehicle
users and diminishes the qual-
ity of the lives of residents
in our peaceful green-belt
surrounds,” Everard Drive
resident and action group
leader Jonathon Rogers told

.

the Diary.

The new route sees buses
navigating the single lane
bridge on Everard Drive. “The
road profile is completely
inappropriate to hold such a
high volume of heavy vehicles
and having buses cross the
narrow bridge is an accident
waiting to happen,” Mr Rog-
ers said.

The change comes as a re-
sult of traffic flow issues at
West End, where the Pan-
orama buses have tradition-
ally made a U-turn at the
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road
and Taroona Avenue intersec-
tion. The Panorama company
has deemed this manoeuvre
unsafe, claiming there have
been two accidents in recent
years.

Representatives from Man-
ningham council, VicRoads,
the Department of Transport
and the bus company met
in early February to discuss
safety issues around buses
making U-turns at West End.

“It was agreed by all parties
that the option for buses to
travel via Everard Drive and
Taroona Avenue is the most
sensible and cost efficient,
and will provide an immediate
solution to the problem,” Mr
Alan Ripper from the Depart-
ment of Transport said.

This outcome has angered
residents, who say that no
community consultation has
taken place.

“The noise of the air brakes
and the diesel fumes are un-
acceptable in this residential

Down country lanes: A Parama bus negotiates the one-lane bridge across Andersons Creek on Everard Drive. (Picture by Stephen Reynolds)

area, especially with a kinder-
garten on the new route,” Mr
Rogers said.

“Alternative turning proce-
dures were considered,” Mr
Ripper said. These options
included the installation of
a bus-only turning traffic
light, the construction of a
roundabout and use of the
Goldfields shopping centre
car park.

VicRoads has advised they
would not consider undertak-
ing any intersection works
as no casualty crashes have
been reported. VicRoads
indicates that in the last five
years, only two non-casualty
crashes have occurred in this
location. This does not meet
the minimum requirement of
two serious casualty reported

crashes before VicRoads will
begin investigations into mak-
ing changes to an intersec-
tion.

Manningham council has
assured residents that Pan-
orama bus drivers will not
exceed 30kmph along the
new route. They believe this
speed will not compromise
the safety of other vehicles
on the roads.

“People come to Warrandyte
to enjoy the beautiful, tranquil
surrounds,” Mr Rogers said.
“Diesel fumes and air brakes
are not part of that.” Jona-
thon Rogers and the action
group are continuing to lobby
Manningham council, the
Department of Transport and
VicRoads to have the decision
overturned.

Bus bay
rebuild
—maybe

State Member for War-
randyte, Ryan Smith,
continues to lobby for the
return of indented bus
stops in Warrandyte.

Mr Smith is working
with the Department of
Transport reviewing the
new bus stops and investi-
gating if appropriate fund-

can be sourced.

“I have flagged that it
may be difficult to reverse
all the work done to date
as the land available be-
tween the curb and the
embankment may not ac-
commodate the room the
SmartBuses require” Mr
Smith told the Diary.

Bus stops in Warrandyte
have sparked much de-
bate, with many residents
claiming that the new bus
stops, requiring buses to
stop in the traffic stream,
add to peak hour bumper-
to-bumper traffic in War-
randyte.

£
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Ryan Smith

The new SmartBus stops
were under construction
well past the date of the
2010 state election. The
stops have been deemed
a “real safety issue on
Yarra Street” by Ryan
Smith and blamed for
increasing congestion
on our roads by the War-
randyte Community As-
sociation.

Mr Smith has assured
the Diary that he contin-
ues to pursue the matter
and is determined to
keep residents informed.

KARLY HICKMAN |
@ LETTERS: Pages 4 & 5. ‘l

Sewerage coming ‘within five years’

By CLIFF GREEN

Yarra Valley Water has promised to
connect sewerage to 600 houses in
Warrandyte over the next five years,
commencing this year.

They are calling on local residents
to comment on the various options
recommended for the area.

Dick Davies has informed the Diary
that work will proceed on address-
ing the “backlog of connections
in Manningham, and future works
will include properties located in
North Warrandyte, via a crossing
attached to the existing bridge”.
(An advertisement in this issue men-

tions sewerage works “south of the
river” only.)

Tony Kelly, Yarra Valley Water
managing director, said the new
system would allow residents to
replace their septic tanks with more
environmentally friendly sewerage
services.

“Providing new sewerage infra-
structure is vital to protecting our
environment and ensuring the sys-
tem continues to meet the immediate
needs of the community,” he said.

The Warrandyte community has
been waiting for sewerage to be
installed on both sides of the river

for many years. Parts of Warrandyte
received sewerage decades ago, but
North Warrandyte has never been
connected.

“The Warrandyte Community Asso-
ciation, represented by local resident
Nick Robinson, has been actively
involved in the Project Stakeholder
feedback for the past few years,”
WCA president Dick Davies said.
He welcomed the announcement by
Yarra Valley Water that the work is
to proceed.

“My main concern is that, whilst
Yarra Valley Water will cover the
capital expenditure, there will be

plumbing connection costs per
property which may vary between
a few hundred to thousands of dol-
lars,” Mr Davies said. “This needs to
be managed well, so that asset-rich,
but cash-poor residents, particularly
those on a pension, are not disad-
vantaged.

“Having said that, the benefits in
terms of water quality and reduced
river pollution are obvious.”

Tony Kelly said that Warrandyte
residents are able to comment on
the proposals via an online forum,
available in March. “The final sewer
design will consider all feedback

received from residents.”

Mr Davies said he appreciated that
Yarra Valley Water wanted to get on
with the work and start by the end
of the year. He welcomed the online
forum, enabling residents to express
their views.

As well as the forum, Yarra Valley
Water will be in the council tent at the
Warrandyte Festival, plans and proj-
ect documents will be at Warrandyte,
The Pines and Doncaster libraries
and letters discussing the sewerage
backlog program and the forum will
be distributed to Yarra Valley Water
customers in early March.
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Worried about the future?
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speak to us now while there is time.
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Problems with Ringwood bus stop

There has been much public-
ity covering the SmartBuses
and the effects on traffic in
Warrandyte, particularly near
the bridge. Our concern is that
a pedestrian will need to be
injured or even killed before
something is done.

As you are aware, the 364
from Ringwood terminates at
the bridge on the river side,
after negotiating the round-
about. To commute further
along Yarra Street and beyond,
passengers have to cross the

Bays ‘hooray’

Regarding “Bus bays go back”.
Hooray, hooray, common-
sense prevails! The latest
“improvements to traffic flow”
were a disaster comparable to
the surrender of Singapore.

Please go back to indented,
out-of-the-way stopping. Pick
up passengers as per previ-
ous regulations, but add a
campaign allowing buses to
merge. These will have prior-
ity by indicating with red indi-
cator lights. The buses should
not even have to hesitate,
show their red indicator lights
and go—it’s the law

I trust my suggestion will
ome consideration.
worry about the cost—

do it

Joseph Versteegen
Kangaroo Ground

Buses ‘great’

uses are great!
cient, clean, run
takes less than
ym the bridge to
CBD in off-peak
sidents fought long
vice
ility and efficiency
ypardised by the re-
lents, then | suggest
they stay as they are. There
is more of a safety issue with
buses pulling out into traffic
than hypertension suffered by
irate drivers. Bumper-to-bum-
per peak hour traffic is only
for a short stretch and motor-
ists just need to exercise some
patience, leave home a little
earlier—or catch the bus!

In addition, we need to
accept that since Eastlink
opened, gridlock in Warran-
dyte is here to stay and no
number of meetings or pontifi-
cating will reduce this.

e and it

Elise Berry
Warrandyte

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

road at the bridge to connect
with another bus, for example
906. This is dangerous for
everyone, but especially some-
one with a disability.

After 10 years of indepen-
dent commuting, our son can
no longer safely reach home.
Coming from Ringwood, he
has to get off the bus at the
last stop before the bridge
and walk beside the very busy
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road
and negotiate the traffic util-
ising the shops, to reach the

bridge roundabout bus stop,
a distance of approximately
400-500 metres. This is to
avoid directly crossing Yarra
Street from the riverside bus
stop.

After already catching two
buses and travelling for one
and a half hours, with this
extra delay in arriving home
safely, it seems irrespon-
sible to terminate 364 at the
bridge, endangering the lives
of many.

We changed residences from

North Warrandyte to our pres-
ent address when our son
commenced employment, so
that public transport would
be more readily accessible.
Now we face another move,
this time out of Warrandyte, in
our quest for our son to lead
an independent life. We have
lived in Warrandyte for more
than 40 years and the local
people and the community
in general have always sup-
ported us and our son.

What is stopping the 364

VICROADS STUNNING ATTEMPT TO WIN WARRANDYTE ONTO PUBLIC TRANSPORT

They’re happy with SmartBus improvements

I am writing in response to
the article about the possible
return of indented bus bays in
Warrandyte.

I use the buses infrequenly,
mainly because it is difficult
to get to my workplace in
West Heidelberg on public
transport from Warrandyte.
However, | do use the bus to
get to the city from time to
time and I am really happy
with the improvements that
have been made.

I think that the fact that the
buses do not have to rely

on cars giving way to them
improves their reliability and
reduces travelling time.

It is only through making
travel on public transport
more attractive that more
people will consider using it.

Also, if a decision has been
made to go with a particular
system (that is, the DART
project) it should be given an
opportunity to run for at least
a number of years, results
studied and evaluated before
considering any changes.
To revert to the previous

situation at great cost without
this would waste money and
resources.

As far as gridlock along
Yarra Street is concerned, it
seems to me that the traffic
at peak periods hardly moves,
with or without buses.

Has a study been done to
assess the situation before
and after the new system was
introduced?

Marjan Kiewiet
Webb Street
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" structure. So why fuss and g5z

about our smart bus?

from terminating at the War-
randyte Reserve bus stop?
There is provision for the
buses to safely complete
a U-turn. This would cer-
tainly service Warrandyte
residents more effectively
and efficiently. If you share
our concerns, please write to
the minister for transport and
our local MP.

Neville & Merrilyn
Watkins
Fossickers Way

Airport smart

On returning home from over-
seas travel early one morning,
we thought we would try
the SmartBus way of coming
home to Warrandyte.

To catch the 901 bus we
turned right past the domes-
tic terminal and walked a bit
past the Tiger terminal, and
on the other side of the road,
just past Depot Road, is the
bus stop. The journey took us
through several suburbs we
don’t normally travel through
till eventually arriving at the
The Pines Shopping Centre.

This bus departs every 15
minutes (half-hourly at week-
ends).

Crossing over the road at
The Pines, we only had a short
wait for the 906 Warrandyte
bus.

The entire journey took less
than two hours, which meant
for Seniors the cost is $1.70. A
taxi would cost about $100. If
you're not in a hurry, and its
not bucketing rain, it's a good
way to go.

John Hanson
Webb Street

Changes appal

Hurray for some sanity, and
thank you for bringing this
matter to the front page of the
Warrandyte Diary.

From the onset of the un-
announced, very expensive
modifications to the bus bays,
(which are no longer bus
bays, but bus parking areas) |
and my family (and probably
many other Warrandyters
also) have been appalled at
the insanity of these “non-bus
bays”.

[ was most interested to read
in your article, “The upgrades
are designed to give buses
priority while maintaining
traffic flow.” How can a bus,
stopping in mainstream traf-
fic in the main street—with
no reasonably safe means for
other vehicles to overtake
it—maintain the traffic flow in
Warrandyte? The obvious re-
sult of buses stopping can be
seen each day when we attend
to and from work, pick up kids
from school, go shopping, or
just go out anywhere?

Who says buses are delayed
because they have to merge
with traffic? Do we not all give
way to a bus? They indicate
they are going to pull out and
they are much bigger. What do
you usually do? You give way,
of course!

Please put the buses back
into bays immediately and
stop this nonsense.

Unconsulted Road User
(Name and address

supplied)

=3
dear diary

Letters to the Diary on local
topics are welcome. All
letters —including emails—
must include the writer’s full
name, address and phone
number, even if not intended
for publication. Letters

may be edited for reasons
of style, Ien%tg or legality.
Letters can be posted to:
Warrandyte Diary, PO Box
209, Warrandyte Vic 3113.
They can be emailed to:
warrandytediary@aapt.net.au;
faxed to: 9844 4168 or left
in the mail slot in the Diary’s
front door at the Warrandyte
Community Centre.

BUSbays
“ludicrous
design’

Thank you for the article
regarding the Yarra Street
bus bays. From the time we
realised it was occurring last
year, we were astounded at
the ludicrous design—and the
ridiculous waste of money—
as we suspected it wouldn’t
be long before the bays would
need to be reverted to their
recessed style.

It appears very few people
were consulted about this
project—I certainly wasn't,
nor were any of the many lo-
cals I've spoken to. All agree it
is now a highly ridiculous and
dangerous design.

Ideas for a Rapid Transport
system may well be workable
on a multi-lane highway where
traffic flow isn’'t completely
halted. However, that is defi-
nitely not the case on Yarra
Street. Whoever dreamed
up this harebrained scheme
for Warrandyte, quite appar-
ently, doesn’t have to contend
with the consequential—and
inevitable—traffic congestion
several times a day.

I have been blocked behind
a bus at the stop between
Mitchell Avenue and Webb
Street that was carrying a
load of teenagers, return-
ing from school camp, and
loaded with luggage. The kids
sauntered off the bus, and we
waited countless minutes for
them to sort their luggage. All
the while, traffic banked up
behind the bus.

One car in the queue even-
tually grew so tired of this
that it rounded the bus on
that notoriously dangerous
curve, risking their own lives
as well as those in oncoming
cars. Whilst it was a risky
manoeuvre, their frustration
was understandable. This is
not the only time | have seen
similar events.

Buses may carry up to 50
passengers. But often there is
only a handful of passengers.
So for the sake of four or
five people on a bus, dozens
of others are held up con-
tinually, and for prolonged
periods.

Reverting the bus stops to
their previous indented bays
will hopefully occur sooner
rather than later.

Blooms Road Resident
(Name and address
supplied)

Tell the Diary

your news




n‘B’us holds

up ic at'the remodelled bus stop
opposite the Community Centre.
inset: A car attempts to pass an
Eltham bus at the same stop.
{Pictures by STEPHEN REYNOLDS)

SmartBus efficiencies

ensure better service

Wake up, Warrandyte. Why
would people in this commu-
nity object to a more efficient
transport system? Did you
know that you can get on the
bus at Warrandyte Bridge and
get off at Lonsdale Street in 50
minutes—peak time?

I have used the SmartBus
and been amazed at the effi-
ciencies that are now achieved
through ensuring that the bus
does not have to merge with
traffic continuously. Now this
may be the biased opinion of
a public transport occasional
user, but let’s face it, fellow
Warrandyte residents, we
would not have the current
problems on Yarra Street, etc,
if more people working in the
city took the SmartBus.

I challenge any Warrandyte

CLYDE &

OCRKRER

“Sewerage is coming, Ock!”
“Sh-t happens, Clyde!”

Letters to the Diary on local topics
are welcome. Al letters—including
emails—must include the writer's
full name, address and phone
number, even if not intended for

publication.
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resident working in the city
to try the SmartBus. You may
even be impressed. And while
it may not be your permanent
preferred mode of transport,
there are other advantages,
such as being able to have a
couple of drinks after work.
You may even be able to add to
your green credentials.

In reference to delaying traf-
fic at a normally peak time, a
bus periodically stopping does
not, in fact, delay the traffic. It
is simply that the bus stops,
the passengers disembark and
then the bus moves off, only
to rejoin the queue again. |

think Warrandyte residents
need to also understand that
our region has been fortunate
enough to have been identi-
fied for positive action on pub-
lic transport infrastructure,
which other communities are
seeking, and rather than em-
brace this change, community
members now have problems
with the solution.

I also object to the opinion
that public transport travel-
lers are lower priority than
private transport commuters.
Where in a rational world does
a vehicle carrying one person
have a greater priority over
a vehicle carrying up to 60
people?

David
Warrandyte Resident
(Name and address

supplied)

Review ‘instream insanity’

So glad that the insanity and
double-think of in-stream bus
bays is being reviewed. To
hold up a long line of traffic
and then argue it “improves
traffic flow” is to treat the
public as idiots. How does
holding up a crocodile of
traffic behind a bus improve
anything? If the proposition
is put that a stream of pass-
ing traffic prevents efficient
re-merging of a bus, please
consider the following.

Buses have a legal right-of-
way when merging (as the
sign on the rear of every bus
reminds us).

Pop a copper behind a bush
near a few bus stops for a few
days, booking anyone who
doesn’t know the law and/or
cannot read signs, and it is
guaranteed to be educative
and cautionary for the rest of
us, as well as beneficial to the
public purse.

I have lived in Warrandyte
for more than 20 years, com-

muting every day, and I con-
fidently assert that buses get
merging rights, not every
time, but by most drivers,
most of the time.

To penalise all drivers all
the time by forcing them
to wait behind a bus is not
rational, is bad for the en-
vironment and bad for the
economy. | wouldn't want to
make too much of the last
two claims, but more cars
chugging out fumes for lon-
ger while they stop and start
behind a bus uses more fuel,
and the cost to our economy
of longer commuting times,
whilst individually small, is
multiplied by the number of
people being held up.

The more efficient, least
cost, best environmental so-
lution is to indent bus bays,
and for drivers to give way to

buses when the bus wants to

move out again.
Peter Freeman
Bradleys Lane

Brochure ‘errors’:
CFA’s response

Last month the Diary published a report, pointing out
that a CFA brochure, posted to many residents in the
Warrandyte area, contained a number of errors.
The brochure was entitled “Warrandyte/North
Warrandyte Community Preparedness Guide”. For
example, it contained a map that failed to identify
North Warrandyte, titling the area “Sloan Hill”. It
described the bridge as “single lane”. Also, it was
claimed that it included a fire risk assessment map
of the area “that is actually a CFA operational map
and could be positively dangerous if misinterpreted

Thank you for your article in
the February 2011 issue of
the Warrandyte Diary titled
“CFA brochure confuses”. It
is pleasing to have so many
community members inter-
ested in fire management
issues and | commend the
Warrandyte Diary for your
continued support to raise
fire awareness in the com-
munity. CFA are committed
to improving community
safety outcomes with Victo-
rian communities and can
only achieve this together
with the active support of
community members and

by residents”.

The release of this brochure followed a meeting,
held last November in Warrandyte, between the CFA
community safety officer, members of the Warran-
dyte Community Association, local fireguard groups
and some CFA volunteers.

“There was agreement on key points from all at-
tending,” Dick Davies, WCA president told the Diary
“But few of our suggestions have been incorporated
in this document.”

The CFA has responded with the following letter

Guide in the near future
and continued active con-
tribution from community
members would be keenly
sought. Working together
will produce more com-
prehensive information in
years to come and assist a
better informed community
to make decisions around
their fire plans.

their input. Good community
engagement produces a di-
versity of views and opinions,
which contribute to the ulti-
mate decision that, at times,
may be based on a consensus
view.

The involvement of mem-
bers of the Warrandyte com-
munity in the fire management
community engagement held
last November was extremely
valuable and encouraging.
CFA look forward to con-
ducting further community
engagement sessions in the
Warrandyte area regarding
the Community Preparedness

Lorraine Kamp
Community Safety
Coordinator

CFA Eastern
Metropolitan Region

‘On guard: local fire trucks will be star attractions at this r's
WumdytoFocﬂvalpando.(Hcmnbymnwxfa
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Comment
on flqod
warnings

Although the Yarra River ran
a banker following the recent
heavy rains, and some War-
randyte streets were flooded
for a few hours on Saturday,
February 5, it is obvious that
this town did not qualify for
flood relief.

However, local residents
may be interested in a review
of the 2010-11 flood warn-
ings and responses being
conducted by former police
commissioner, Neil Comrie.

A statement from Mr Com-
rie encourages all Victorians
to contribute to the review,
particularly those who have
experienced floods across
multiple decades.

“It's important for the re-
view to gather all the neces-
sary information and some
of the most important infor-
mation will come from com-
munities in the flood-affected
areas,” he said.

“l encourage everyone who
is keen to share their thoughts
to make a submission to the
review as we are putting in
place the right mechanisms
to enable everyone to provide
their views.

“The review has set up com-
munity consultation sessions
in a number of the key, flood-
affected areas. In addition,
there is a dedicated email
address for submissions.”

@ For further information,
go to www.floodsreview.
vic.gov.au or phone 1800
351 653. Submissions to:
submissions@floodsreview.
vic.gov.au

Browned off: Riverekeeper lan Penrose says
our long-suffering Yarra is still recovering.

March 2011

Heavy rain brings
a brown bounty
to Yarra River

Recent high rainfall has
brought dramatic changes
to the Yarra River not ex-
perienced for more than a
decade, according to the
Yarra Riverkeeper Associa-
tion.

“The last 13-year period
has been the driest such pe-
riod since rainfall records
began a century ago, and
not surprisingly there has
been much less water flow-
ing down the Yarra River,”
Ian Penrose, Yarra River-
keeper and spokesperson
for the association, told the
Diary.

“But the river has been
suffering a double wham-
my.

“It continues to be the
main water source for Mel-
bourne, and throughout
2007, 2008 and 2009 the
huge amount diverted to
supply households, farms
and industry across the
metropolitan area left the
river with less than 30
per cent of the available
inflows, its lowest share
ever.”

But last August the rains
came, and they have barely
taken a break.

“The bush has responded
marvellously,” Mr Penrose
said, “with lush green
growth not seen for ages,
leading to a boom time
for the whole ecology.
What has happened to our

Yarra?”

Figures from the river
gauge at Warrandyte show
that the average daily flow
from January 2007 to July
2010 was 299 million litres
(M1/d) and the average
water level was 0.52 me-
tres.

In the seven months
since, the average flow has
been almost seven times
greater at 1923 Ml/d. It
peaked on February 5 at
14,800 Ml/d when the river
rose to 3.56 metres.

Mr Penrose explained
“these higher flows are in
line with the average natu-
ral condition for the river,
assuming historic rainfall
patterns and no water ex-
traction, but they are dra-
matic in the context of the

decade.

“They have been gener-
ally good news for river
health—providing the vari-
ability in flow speed and
water height that is vital
to the native plants and
animals.

“Silt built up on riffle ar-
eas is dispersed, fallen logs
provide fresh habitat, flow
changes trigger fish spawn-
ing, and the Yarra's many
wetlands and billabongs
have been inundated.
These valuable ecological
processes have been miss-
ing for a long time.”

However, the heavy rain

has caused severe erosion
llies and undercutting
of banks.

This is evident along the
length of the Yarra and its
tributaries, but the upper
catchment is most affected,
particularly in the areas
burnt in the 2009 bushfire.

“Trees on the banks of
waterways have toppled
and some farm dams have
failed.

“The water in the Yarra is
now carrying huge quanti-
ties of eroded clay and silt;
a striking reminder of the
old jibe that it is the river
that flows upside-down.

“Whilst the Yarra is
naturally more turbid af-
ter rain, the run-off from
forested areas, farmland,
and unsealed roads have
aggravated the problem.
But after the recent rains,
the situation is much worse
and this is a legacy of a
catchment that has suf-
fered long drought and
large scale bushfire,” Mr
Penrose said.

“It is too early to tell
whether the increase tur-
bidity is harming life in
the river.

“What I do believe,
though, is overall the re-
cent rains are a godsend
for the Yarra, and a re-
minder of the dynamic and
fascinating nature of the
riverine environment.”

Earth

SHOP Best Silver Crystal Jewellery at best prices... and 20% OFF!

-

Crystals, Books, CDs, DVDs, Cards, Incense, Giffs...

WELL-BEING CENTRE Reiki, Counselling, Readings, Hypnotherapy, Ego State
Thorapy Ear Candiing, Past Life Regression, Cutting the Ties That Bind, Massage...
Classes, Workshops, Groups, Music, Art, Dance, Exhibitions, Events, Concerts...
Intro to Crystals, Colours & Chakras.
MEDITATION/REIKI Sunday Meditation 11.30am (sharp) —
Reiki Treatments by appt. Reiki 2 Cert. Course Saturday Mar 26 and April 2, 9.30am—4pm
WARRANDYTE GLEE CLUB SINGING Sunday Afternoons 2pm sharp-3pm.

Snacks and drinks available from 1.30pm

DRAGONFLY CLUB Open Mike, Music, Song, Dance, Story and Poetry Lounge.

Bookings 9844 5155.

246-250 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113 p/f 03 9844 5155
info@earthharmony.com.au www.earthharmony.com.au

12.30pm.

OSTEOPATH

in Warrandyte

An Osteopath can help with:

* back & neck pain

¢ headaches & migraines
; * joint pain
| ® Sports injuries
® sciatica
¢ back pain with pregnancy
e and much more...

Warrandyte Osteopathy

Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte 98 4 4 9 465

r-———-——--------_--_-—-_—_1

' PLUMBER AND GASFITTER'

CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS
| Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 14 Cemetery Rd, Warrandyte |

| DAVID RYAN 9844 4222

MOBILE PHONE 0408 547 949 |

L----—----------------—-—-‘

grant mcgregor

0431 157 025 » 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

WARRANDYTE
¥* GI.ASS 3 ¥

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Marcus

Clifton
0412 139 420
Fax: 9844 3706

20 years experience

in the area

e —amm—

Painter &
Decorator

 WARRANDYTE
WELDING

All materials welded
gg Your place or mine.

§ No job too small
5 RING
NEIL CARTER
9437 2556
0418 357 282

LOCAL COMPUTER REPAIRS
All aspects private and
business solutions & advice

VIRUS REMOVAL — DATA RECOVERY
UPGRADES — REPAIRS — NETWORKS
and more...

0449 697 814




Gridlock
follows
pole fire

By SANDY BURGOYNE

Warrandyte's morning com-
muter traffic descended into
chaos one Friday at the end
of last month.

A minor fire developed in a
power pole near the Mechan-
ics’ Institute around 7.20am
and emergency services were
called.

They secured the area
around the pole and closed
Yarra Street to traffic in both
directions and waited for a re-
pair crew from the electricity
company to arrive. The road
was reopened around 9.30.

“The traffic on KG Road was
banked back as far as Pigeon
Bank Road,” Greg Kennedy,
South Warrandyte fire brigade
captain, told the Diary.

All vehicles travelling from
Ringwood were redirected
north across the bridge add-
ing to the confusion and Re-
search-Warrandyte Road was
gridlocked to beyond Blooms
Road.

“It took me 30 minutes to
travel less than two kilome-
tres along Research Road to
the bridge,” lan Wright told
the Diary.

“Once I was across the

bridge the SES directed all
traffic to turn left at the round-
about. When I reached South
Warrandyte [ joined another
traffic jam of the vehicles that
had been prevented from turn-
ing right onto Yarra Street. |
turned up Husseys Lane to get
me back to Harris Gully Road
and on to work.”

Greg Kennedy, South bri-
gade’s captain, considers the
traffic chaos that resulted
from a minor incident with a
single power pole is a warn-
ing of what would happen if a
major bushfire descended on
Warrandyte.

“The road network in our
area hasn't dramatically
changed in the last 60 years.
The access and egress roads
are exactly the same as they
were when it was a very small
community, a farming com-
munity,” he said.

“The fire season is all but
over. This year we've got out
of it without anything at all
happening. But the day will
come when there will be the
need for people to get away
from the fire. If the plan is
‘we will just get on the road
and we'll drive off into the

Peak hour traffic chaos followed a fire in a power
pole on Yarra Street. Below: the guilty party.

(Pictures by David Wierzbowski)

never-never’ ... the fire bri-
gade perspective is that it's
not going to happen, because
there’s not going to be enough
capacity on the road network
to take all these vehicles.

“By that stage the air in the
area will be filled with smoke,
visibility will be reduced dra-
matically and ... we will be
bringing fire trucks and other
emergency services into the
area.

“The trucks are big and it
will cause untold chaos on the
road network,” he said.

Greg Kennedy fears that
many in the community are
not good listeners to disaster
warnings.

“There were classic exam-
ples when the floods came
into Brisbane a few weeks
back. People were warned
days in advance that the
flood level was going to be
as high as it was in 1974, but
lots of people didn’t heed
the advice and didn’t remove
their valuables from their
properties only to find that
they were subsequently lost
in the flood,” he said.

He believes that forward
planning is the only way to

avoid road chaos in the event
of a major bushfire approach-
ing Warrandyte.

“Make the decision that on
Code Red days you leave the
area early in the day — and
that is the only solution.

“There may only be one or
two of those (Code Red) days
in a summer. Obviously there
were none this summer and
there were none last summer,
but (residents) become blasé
after a while ‘nothing is hap-
pening so I won’t bother’ and
that's where the problem will
arise,” he said.

This incident also brings
into sharp focus the safety
of power lines. In this in-
stance the fire in the power
pole was minor and quickly
extinguished, but the Royal
Commission into the Black
Saturday fires established that
the Kilmore East fire started
from arcing in a power sup-
ply line.

Local resident David Wier-
zbowski was in Yarra Street
when the power pole caught
fire.

“Perhaps all power assets
should be checked each sum-
mer,” he told the Diary.

Manningham council approves
action for Green Wedge future

Manningham council approved a Green
Wedge action plan late last month. This
follows a review of the Green Wedge
strategy, formulated in 2004.

Through the plan, council will con-
tinue to protect the area’s biodiversity,
including a wide variety of local wildlife
and fauna.

Key actions arising from the plan
include biodiversity research and moni-
toring; integrated pest plant and animal
management; expansion of Landcare
groups and programs; sustaining vi-
able agricultural and rural businesses;
community engagement and leader-

ship programs and providing sensitive
infrastructure appropriate to the Green
Wedge.

“Manningham’s Green Wedge is one
of 12 green wedges around Melbourne,”
a council spokesperson told the Diary.
“It is valued for its important remnant
vegetation, which provides habitat for
rare flora and fauna, enhancing local
biodiversity.

“The area also provides an alterative
lifestyle choice and offers an attractive
destination for visitors, tourists and
recreational users.”

Mayor, Cr Geoff Gough, emphasised the

importance of the action plan.
“The Green Wedge is an integral part of
Manningham's identity,” he said.

“Council recognises the importance of
carefully managing the area and makes
every effort to conserve its environmen-
tal value.

“The Green Wedge Action Plan 2020
ensures that it is valued, cared for and
enjoyed by all, and preserved for the
benefit of generations to come.”

@ The plan can be viewed at www.man-
nin% am.vic.gov.au/greenwedge. Phone
9124 for more information.

|
|

WANTED

Online Editor

Warrandyte Diary is seeking a volunteer to
manage our Online Edition. Interested?

Please call Jock Macneish: 9844 4164

“1 love Mini Maestros
because... ] love my bumbiebee
and playing instruments”

Mini Maestros stimulates young minds,
builds confidence and fosters a love of music.

NOW IN WARRANDYTE: CALL CATH 8060 6383

Pty Putpy
PET SUPPLIES
AND PRODUCE

SPECIAL OFFER:

Free metal dog or cat food storage tin
with every $100 purchase (while stocks last)

SEE INSTORE FOR A VARIETY OF ONE-OFF SPECIALS
98 Melbourne Hill Rd, Warrandyte 9844 1766

IELECTONA C
METAL RODFING /..

Licensed Roof Plumbers

* Re-roofing & New Roofs
* Gutters & Downpipes
« Skylights & Whirlybirds

* Gutterguard & Leaks
*Ra rmdr-rTafks

9844 3619 - 0411 267 490

selectmetairoof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

GUARANTEED

WORK

Experience The Difference

* Laminated Mouthguards
* On The Spot Health Claims

cal: 9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au

* Natural Looking Dentures
» Relines and Repairs

I} Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte 3113

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION

Servicing the area for 40 years

SERVICE TO:
Televisions, Stereo Systems,
DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves,
Digital Set Top Box Systems installed, etc.

27 Mitchell Avenue Ph: 9844 3970
Warrandyte 3113 Mob: 0408 175 274
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This is Karen Russell, Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch's new
Community Relationship Officer.

Karen is new to banking with the Bendigo but is looking forward to
starting her career with the Community Bank® Branch.

Karen is a local resident and is actively
involved in the community. She will be
working full time with the rest of the
Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch
team.

If U want to join a bank with a difference,
introduce yourself to Karen and the

rest of the team at 144 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte or phone 9844 2233.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178
AFSL 237873. (S33321) (02/11)

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

March 2011

’ Yarra Valley Water | a fresh approach

Warrandyte residents -
have your say!

Sewer is coming to Warrandyte

Yarra Valley Water, working with Manningham City Council, is planning to bring
sewerage services to nearly 600 homes in the Warrandyte area south of the
Yarra River over the next five years.

Tell us what you think

We're interested in hearing your views on the sewerage options available for
Warrandyte and finding out how you feel the sewer system recommended
for your area will affect you. With your input, Yarra Valley Water can better
understand the local community’s needs and concerns regarding the
provision of sewer to Warrandyte.

How will the forum work?

The online forum will be active for one month, starting in early March 2011.
Documents that explain the different sewer options will be available for

you to view online. After the forum closes, Yarra Valley Water will evaluate
all comments and feedback. This information will help us to provide sewer
services to Warrandyte in the best way for the community.

Directly affected residents and businesses are being notified @about the
online forum by personalised letter. We encourage other readers to share
their ideas as well.

How to get started

Please visit the forum at www.warrandytebacklog.com.au to register and
have your say. Hard copies of the reports will also be available to read in the
Warrandyte, The Pines and Doncaster libraries.

Kellybrook Winery and
Restaurantw

-Beautiful s%i'r

»

- - 3

an a;'z;r;.g ational journey
o . ) - J ’

A bushland environment nestied In suburban Cr

LUNCH Thursday to Sunday DINNER Friday & Saturday

JyOon encompasses nnovative classrooms

a small farm and natural bush we 5 is the backdrop for individual educational |

programs wilh emphasis on real life learning ] LUNCH SPECIAL — THURSDAY & FRIDAY ONLY
We fosier each child’s special talents and discover his or her own pathways to achieving Main course with glass of wine or cider $25.00
these outcomes.

Come and experience our unigue learning environment for yoursetf.

Tours on Thursday 17th March, Thursday 12th May

| Casual Dining and Special Occasions
| or otherwise by appointment.

hagh e Weddings and Functions
W 75 onpe (including Cocktail Parties)

Village School ‘ﬁ
Fulford Road, Wonga Park

9-13 Holloway Read, Croydon North, Victoria 3136 97221304 KELLYBROOK
www.kellybrookwinery.com.au WINERY

For more information, please corlact our registrar on:
phone: 03 9726 4766
fax: 03 9727 1752

.




Identify those problems

your risk

By SANDY BURGOYNE

Residents can have their
property assessed by the
Country Fire Authority.

CFA District 14 is offering
free assessment and advice
to Nillumbik residents on pre-
paring their homes for bush-
fires. A similar service exists
for Manningham residents.

This one-on-one service

is tailored to help residents
understand their bushfire
risk and take appropriate
steps to better prepare their
property.
“CFA fire safety officers take
a look around a property and
talk about some of the things
people can do to help lower
their bushfire risk,” David Al-
len, manager of community
safety, told the Diary.

Topics covered at the visit
include:

@® Property maintenance to
help lower bushfire risk;

® Property access;

® Improving defendable
space;

CFA will

@ Effective vegetation man-
agement; and

® Water supply require-
ments.

"An assessment takes ap-
proximately one hour and
residents are provided with
verbal advice during the visit
and receive a written report
within two weeks," Mr Allen
said.

"Even though it's been a
cool and wet summer, now
is the perfect opportunity to
book a visit, as it gives resi-
dents ample time to consider
any improvements to their
properties for subsequent
summers."

To book a free one-hour site
visit for a property within the
Shire of Nillumbik, call your
local District 14 office on 8746
1410 during business hours,
or book on the CFA website at:
http://tinyurl.com/5stewsc.

Residents of Manningham
municipality, which is within
CFA District 13, can also book a
free assessment visit through:
http://tinyurl.com/5stewsc.

Fire against fire: DSE firefighters burn ndrake t tect State ark.

Burn-off plans for fire risk areas

By SANDY BURGOYNE

The fire danger period for CFA
District 14 ended on March 7.
It was originally intended to
run until May 1 this year. Dis-
trict 14 includes the munici-
palities of Nillumbik, Banyule,
Whittlesea, Wyndham, Melton
and Hume.

“The above average rains
and much cooler weather
informed CFA's decision to
declare an early end to the Fire
Danger Period,” operations

manager John Deering told
the Diary.

This decision was made
in consultation with local
councils and brigades and
reflected the changed on-
ground conditions.

It is consistent with assess-
ments being undertaken in
adjoining CFA regions to also
declare an early end to the fire
danger period.

“This decision will allow ru-
ral landholders to undertake

& 5]

£

Up in lights: CFA fire assessment reminder at North Warrandyte fire station. (Picture by Sandy Burgo
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@ Plan to leave early.

@ Reduce fuel around the
home—long grass, leaves,
bark and twigs should be re-

3

yne)

burning off of weeds, grass or
undergrowth on their proper-
ties without the need for a
council permit. It's advised,
however, that property own-
ers contact their local council
in the first instance as local
laws on burn-offs do apply,
even outside of the declared
Fire Danger Period,” Mr Deer-
ing said.

Burn-offs should also be reg-
istered with the VicFire Burn-
off notification line on 1800

668 511 and property owners
should do the following:

©® Notify neighbours of their
intention to burn.

® Check the weather fore-
cast for the day of the burn
and a few days afterwards.

® Check the fuel moisture
conditions.

@ Ensure there are enough
resources on hand to monitor,
contain and extinguish the
burn safely and effectively

State Park lists
firebreaks for

current year

By SANDY BURGOYNE

Parks Victoria plans new fuel
break works in state parks
around the Warrandyte dis-
trict this year.

Tractors, dozers and hand
tools will be used to clear
small trees, shrubs and some
tree limbs from the existing
fuel breaks. Removal of some
larger trees may be necessary
to improve fire protection
and access for firefighting
vehicles.

The vegetation removed
will be chipped and re-used
in parks as mulch or made
available to the community
for firewood.

These works will be carried
out at the following loca-
tions.

WARRANDYTE

Fourth Hill west (north of
Gold Memorial) — fuel reduc-
tion to create a mosaic burn
coverage.

South Hill Track (west of
Harding Street) — fuel reduc-
tion and installation of two
culverts to provide strategic
protection to property along
Harding, Royden and Ring-
wood-Warrandyte roads.

Black Flat 2 (north of Nel-
son and Tills drives) — fuel
reduction to reduce overall
biomass.

Scotchmans Hill (between
Mullens Road and Magpie
Lane), Russell Road, Hutchin-
son Avenue and Timber Re-
serve (near Pigtail Road)
— continuation of fuel reduc-
tion.

Taroona Avenue, Wattle

Blossom Road, Tresize, Blair
and McCulloch streets — con-
struction and fuel modifica-
tion.

NORTH WARRANDYTE

Koornong — continuation of
fuel reduction, plus insta
tion of gate and levelling s
section for vehicle access

The Boulevard — continua-
tion of fuel reduction

SOUTH WARRANDYTE

Firebreak Track (south of
Johansons Road) — fuel re-
duction.

WONGA PARK

Clifford Park (end of Clifford
Drive) — fuel reduction and
installation of two culverts

Plus fuel reduction works
in Yarrambat, Donvale and
Christmas Hills.

“Melbourne’s parks are one
of our greatest assets. They
help make our city liveable
However in some areas there
is also a need to be prepared
for the risk of fire, particularly
in the Dandenong Ranges,
around Warrandyte and along
the Mornington Peninsula,”
Parks Victoria chief execu-
tive Dr Bill Jackson told the
Duiary.

“These three areas are in-
cluded in the 52 high risk
townships deemed by the
experts to be most vulnerable
to bushfire in Victoria.”

@ Further information on
these works is available at:
www.dse.vic.gov.au/fires
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Spend a dark
hour for the
environment

Will Warrandyte go “dark™ on
the night of Saturday, March
26?7 It will if WarrandyteCAN
(Climate Action Now) has
its way.

Local residents are being
asked to join the world in
supporting
Earth Hour
later this
month.

“Earth Hour
is a symbolic
reminder
about the im-
portance of

ing power

efficiently to
help reduce
~arbon emissions which are
overheating our planet,” War-
randyteCAN president Wayne
Rankin told the Diary.

It originated in Sydney in
2007 and by 2010, 128 coun-
tries and iconic world land-
marks were participating,
reaching approximately 1.3
ion people
ere in Warrandyte, our lo-
climate action group is urg-
businesses and residents
to get behind the program and
switch off lights for an hour at
8.30pm. They're suggesting
restaurants provide candle-lit
dinners for the one hour and
that open and closed busi-
nesses reduce their lighting
that evening.

Window posters are being
provided to participating busi-
nesses to let their customers

know. Mr Rankin said that
while we are not suggesting
that kitchen power or health
and safety be compromised,
candlelight and other reduced
lighting in business locations
will remind us of the need to
take action
in our own
lives.

“The mes-
sage to tell
dining cli-
ents in res-
taurants is
that we are
helping to
raise aware-
ness about
the need to
reduce energy consumption
and we're supporting the
protection of our environment
against the effects of climate
change.”

Businesses wishing to sup-
port the campaign can regis-
ter with Libby on 9844 5904,
Graeme on 9844 2795 or David
on 9844 2289

Earth Hour is the brainchild
of WWF, the World Wildlife
Fund. It is the largest campaign
in history for the planet.

“When the lights go back on,
we are being urged to think
about what each of us can do
in our daily lives that will ben-
efit the planet. One person has
the power to make change,”
Mr Rankin said.

® Further information from:
www.beyondthehour.org.

These young people are leaders of their school, maybe one
day they’ll be leaders in their wider community, walking in the
footsteps of Ryan Smith, Warrandyte MP and state minister

for the environment and climate change.

Mr Smith went to Warrandyte Primary School one day last
month and met school leaders Erin Roycroft and Jake Wills.

“The new school leaders have lots of responsibilities, in-
cluding running assembly every Monday morning,” teacher
Gaby Chitiz told the Diary. “They represent our school within

the community as well as outside Warrandyte. They act as

ship challenges.”

role models for the whole school and take on many leader-
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WE'RE BACK...
RUSH & HAMPSHIRE

Barristers & Solicitors

ARE BACK IN TOWN!

Geraldine Rush and the elusive
Hampshire are recommencing
practice on a FULL TIME BASIS.
Yes.. actually in the office 9am to
Spm from 1 April 2011.

The office is the old pharmacy initially
occupied by Ken Gedge... and more recently
by Spencer Martin Real Estate and then
Carter Real Estate. It is just upstairs from
the premises Rush & Hampshire Barristers &
Solicitors occupied from 1994 until 2004.

163 YARRA STREET

Over the past 4 years, Geraldine Rush ( now
0'Connell) reports:

“For me, family is life in whatever form
family takes and | am determined and
passionate about making a positive
difference to families, particularly in
Warrandyte, through my work as a
lawyer and registered family dispute
resolution practitioner. As a mother
of six children, step mother to four,
divorcee, wife and new grandmother,
my credentials in life far outweigh
the LAW ARTS degree | attained at
Melbourne Universityin 1978, although
it does come in handy. Whilst running a
general legal practice since 1979, in the
past four years, | have practised solely
in the area of family dispute resolution
outside of my own practice and | have
seen many many families in distress
post separation. Separation need not be
a nasty, vindictive process and it is my

aim to provide the appropriate support
and advice to parents whether married
or living in a domestic partnership( de
facto).”

Bearing all this in mind, the following
processes can be provided by RUSH &
HAMPSHIRE Barristers & Solicitors —

@ Family dispute resolution: it can reduce
costs and minimise conflict.

® Collaborative law: a non adversarial,
lawyer supported process, particularly
helpful in property related disputes;

@ Child Indusive Practice: family dispute
resolution with the added bonus of the
children being interviewed by a child
psychologist and feedback given to
parents to enable them to focus on their
children at a time when often parents are
grieving the loss of their own relationship
with their partner.

@ CoMet: mediation in conjunction with
support from a psychologist to address the
parties’ personal issues; Post separation
parenting courses.

® Men, Women and Step-parenting
Groups: Men’s group sessions and
women's group sessions to support them
in separation and beyond.

® Prenuptial agreements can be drawn
up to have clarity around important
relationship issues such as property and
children. The aim is to minimise potential
conflict should parties decide to separate
in the future,

RUSH & HAMPSHIRE Barristers & Solicitors
will provide all the legal expertise necessary
to complete the BUYING of your home,
SELLING of your home, refinancing and
guarantees, and off the plan purchases and
subdivisions. Fancy having a lawyer with
32 years experience personally handle your
file?

AT THE BUSINESS END OF LIFE, RUSH &
HAMPSHIREBarristersand Solicitorswill draw
up your Last Will & Testament to express your
wishes and give specialist advice to clients
now in second marriages and relationships.
“WILLS TO DIE FOR” is an innovative idea to
add your self expression to your last wishes
AND for those that have already left you,
all necessary PROBATE applications will be
made to the Supreme Court and ongoing
admistration of estates can be provided.

THE HORSEY PEOPLE WILL LOVETHIS.... RUSH
& HAMPSHIRE Barristers and Solicitors will
provide all legal and practical advice “horsey”
from drawing agistment agreements; free
lease agreements and contractual issues
that arise in the buying and selling of your
gallant steeds.

We are excited to have the opportunity
to provide services to the community of
Warrandyte again.

Loyal and existing Warrandyte clients who
have been with Rush & Hampshire Barristers
and Solicitors over the past 17 yearsand new
clients can call the office on 03 9844 4646
prior to the opening on the 1 April 2011, to
make an appointment or for any general
advice.




Twenty good
years at Yarra
Warra kinder

By BRIANNA PIAZZA

Last month Yarra Warra Pre-
school had a lot to celebrate.
Not only was 2011 the North
Warrandyte pre-school’s 20th
anniversary, but it is also a
milestone for Sue McIntyre,
teacher of the three-year-
olds, who has dedicated the
past 20 years to teaching and
inspiring youngsters at the
pre-school.

The North Warrandyte
and Yarra View pre-schools
merged in 1995. There has
been a pre-school on the site
since the 1960s.

At the pre-school's annual
welcome back barbecue last
month, staff and committee
members presented Sue with
a silver bracelet from Ruby
Tuesday with the engraved
message, “Love from all the
Yarra Warra families”.

On the night, Sue also re-
ceived a large card that past
students, families and col-
leagues had signed, congratu-
lating her on her 20 years at
Yarra Warra. The card also
contains photos and drawings
by the kids.

One parent wrote in Sue's
card, “It was a privilege hav-
ing you work with my three
children.” Past students also
wrote messages revealing
they wanted to come to kind-
er “just to spend time with
Sue”, while other students
had nicknamed her “Smiling
Sue”.

“I think it’s indicative of
Sue’s impact on young people
in our community that when
I went around collecting sig-
natures for Sue's card, they

all had something positive
to say about her,” pre-school
teacher Meegan Hall said.
“They all remembered some-
thing special about Sue.”

Sue Mcintyre, who is also a
professional artist, says she
loves working with children,
and that seeing the smiles on
the children’s faces every day
brings her so much joy.

“How many jobs can you go
to where you're greeted by the
beautiful smiles of children
every day? I love children and
I love being around children.
hardly call it work,” she said.
“It’s just a dream for me, But it
wouldn’t be the same without
this beautiful team I work with
every day.”

The Yarra Warra Pre-school
teachers—Connie, Meegan,
Kaye and Sue—are all best
friends and Sue has taught all
their children. They say there
is an “emotional connection”
and the pre-school has “a fam-
ily environment”.

Sue was teaching at the
pre-school when assistant
Kaye Versteegan’s daughter
attended many years ago.

“My daughter is 22 and Sue
is the only teacher from kind-
er that she can name,” Kaye
said. “I can’t imagine anything
here without Sue.”

Sue also taught Connie and
Meegan’s children. “My 21
year-old still talks about Sue,”
Meegan said.

Colleagues describe Sue as
a “creative”, “nurturing” and
“sensational” person who has
“a natural gift” with children.

Teacher Connie Solty said
working with Sue was “a

-

Special memories: Sue Mcintyre at Yarra Warra’s welcome

back barbecue.

dream come true” and she
admires Sue's kindness and
gentleness.

Sue was teaching at Yarra
Warra when the North War-
randyte and Yarra pre-schools
merged in 1995 and when
the pre-school burnt down
in 2002.

“This year represents 20
years of Sue's invaluable ser-
vice and contribution to the
Yarra Warra pre-school,” com-
mittee president Leeanne Nes-
bitt, said in a speech on the
night of the barbecue. “Sue,

on behalf of your fellow col-
leagues, the committee and all
the Yarra Warra families you
have touched and contributed
to over the last 20 years—we
love you, we appreciate you,
and we thank you.”

Sue Mclntyre told the Diary:
“From the bottom of my heart
I would like to say a special
thank you to all the wonderful
children, families, staff and
committee members at Yarra
Warra. Working with you all
over the past 20 years has
been the greatest pleasure.”

New pastor at Community church

Warrandyte Community Church has a
new pastor. “After a year of patience,
persistence and prayer, the leadership
team at the church are satisfied they have
found the right man to step up to the pul-
pit after Pastor Peter Keep's 18-year stint
as senior pastor,” spokesperson Jacinta
Young told the Diary.

David Molyneux, 40, was commissioned
into the position at the end of January.

Right man: Senior Pastor David Molyneux

“David’s passion for people, teamed
with his past experience in several Chris-
tian leadership roles around Australia,
suggests he is the perfect man for the
job,” Ms Young said.

“Living in a remote aboriginal commu-
nity in Western Australia, Mr Molyneux's
fervour for Christian outreach was first lit
at the age of 17 when he recognised the
desperate need for his church to assist
underprivileged children in the district.

“This need extended far beyond the
original 12 members of David's youth
group and after eight years of nurturing
the program, it extended to 150 mem-
bers.”

Since then, David has served in pastoral
positions at three different churches in
Melbourne and has participated in im-
portant roles with organisations such as
Compassion Australia, Youth Alive and
Prison Fellowship Victoria.

He is eager to get out into the com-
munity and discover the needs in the
Manningham area. “I think any time we
are putting ourselves out of our comfort
zone and helping the needs of others, we
are doing what God would have us do,”
Mr Molyneux said.

“I want our church to be known in the
community as a place that is always going
to help meet people’s needs”.

David’'s overall mission is to “build
on what already exists in Warrandyte
Community Church, and ensure that
the church is healthy and vibrant and
encourages and equips Christians to be
more active in their world”.

David and wife Emily, who have three
young children, aim to firstly focus on ex-
panding the church playgroup ministry,
that is open to the public every weekday
morning. Mr Molyneux has dedicated
himself to complete a master’s degree in
Christian ministry.

Former pastor, Peter Keep, believes
“David will bring a mixture of energy,
relational ability, a wide network of con-
tact—which comes from his extensive
experience—and a clear sense of purpose
into the role”.

After nearly two decades of faithful
service, Peter Keep has relinquished his
position at Warrandyte to focus on his
non-profit organisation, the HELP Charita-
ble Trust which is aimed at “training and
resourcing full-time Christian ministry
workers in developing countries”.

“You can hear David’s inspiring mes-
sages every Sunday morning from 10am
at Warrandyte Community Church,” Ms
Young said. A podcast is available on
www.wcc.org.au, then click on the mes-
sage podcast tab.

Lions’ quest for young Warrandytians

Local young people are being
urged to participate in the
Warrandyte Youth of the Year
Quest, organised by the Lions
Club of Warrandyte.

The quest carries an award
of $600 and is open to young
people aged 16 to 18.

The program seeks to dis-
cover future leaders in our
community “who alread
show this promise throug
educational pursuits, sport-
ing achievement and artistic

endeavours”.

Lions president Bill Gerrit-
sen told the Diary that “the
development of life skills
should not only be limited to
schools. Which is why Lions
Youth Quest seeks to find fur-
ther harmony and success in
our young people. The quest
is the only youth grogram. ac-
tive in more than 60 countries,
offering life skills to youth.”

Quest applications will open
in April and close at the end

of June. Young people can be
nominated by their teachers,
sports leaders or coaches.
Successful candidates—and
their sponsoring organisa-
tion— will each receive $600.

The award will be made at
a club presentation dinner,
where applicants are judged
following a brief public speech
and presentation. The suc-
cessful candidate may choose
to participate in similar Youth
Quest events, held within the

state and Australia-wide.
Late last month, Dylan Burns
of Warrandyte won the Lions
zone final Youth of the Year
Quest. A student at Warran-
dyte High School, Dylan is
sponsored by Warrandyte
Lions. He will now progress to
the Victorian finals, to be de-
cided in Tatura on March 13.
@ Further details and an ap-
plication form for the current
quest at: www.lionsclubwar-
randyte.org.au/yoty.php.
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Podiatrist

in Warrandyte at Goldfields Medical Clinic

Specialising in skin and nail conditions, diabetes
foot care, and sports podiatry.

Daniel Patience
(Bachelor of Podiatry - Hons)

Phone: 9844 0466
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published in Warrandyte, Ock!”

“It's the only newspaper
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Warrandyte Extensions
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Quality Workmanship, Friendly Local Service
30 years Trade Experience
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Registered
Building
Practitioner
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* Riding lessons for children and adults

* Theory lessons: how to handle and care
for horses

4« EFA/NCAS Level 1/RDA Level 1 qualified
* Individual and group lessons:
beginners to advanced

* Holistic approach to horse riding

* Monthly Pony Club days

. * Great Holiday programs

* Horses for lease

* Horse training available

85 Alma Road, Panton Hill
Phone: 9719 7737 Mobile: 0408 522 205
Email: info@unicornvalley.com.au
www.unicornvalley.com.au

‘Unicorn Valley

EQUESTRIAN CENTRE

More //]"]![’A pust a riding school .
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WARRANDYTE

Warrandyte will be awash with
colour and movement this month
when the Village Festival comes to
town. The entertainment gets un-
derway on Friday evening, March
18 and continues non-stop until
Sunday night, March 20. CHERIE
MOSELEN gives us an overview of
festival weekend.

and vintage cars—
ade has it all. Starting
n Saturday, participants
e I eir way in Carnivale
from the Community
3 n varra Street to Stiggants
re. John and Kerrie Boyle
e crowned King and Queen

e festival, and schools, local
businesses, community groups
and keen hobbyists wnl vie for
the trophy for Best Parade Entry.
Categories include: most colour-
ful, most imaginative and most
Warrandyte-ish.

A Smoking Ceremony, performed
by a Wurundjeri elder, and Wel-
come to Country will feature on
the main stage on Saturday at
12noon, before the official opening
and introduction of newly crowned
Festival Monarchs at 12.15pm.

In addition to the traditional exhibi-
tions featured at the festival this
year, art lovers can also enjoy some
local sculpture. Several installa-
tions, created as part of the Festival
Season Arts Project, are going to
be strategically placed throughout
the reserve. These works are a
creation of the local Arty-Farty
Artists Group, and are supported
by the Manningham City Council
Community Development Grant
Program

Once again, the Rotary Art Show
will comprise work from local
and interstate artists. The show
kicks off with a Gala Champagne
Opening at 7pm on Friday at the
Warrandyte Community Church
in Yarra Street, and continues
throughout the weekend.

An Aboriginal Art Exhibition will
be included amongst the static
displays on the riverbank.

BATTLE OF THE BANDS

On Friday night at 6pm, the
Community Centre will be ready
to rock as local bands battle to win
top prize. Organisers would like to
remind the community that this
is a drug and alcohol free event.
Admission is free.

School and community groups are
scheduled to entertain from the
main stage at Stiggants Reserve
from 12.30pm on Saturday. Then
from late afternoon onwards,
local bands such as “The Teskey
Brothers” and “The Thod”, along
with headline act “Eagle & The
Worm", will take to the stage.
The Wassawumba Drumming
Workshop will be making a bang
from 1.15 to 2pm on Sunday, and
audiences can look forward to a
number of bands, including long
time favourites “Catfish Pie”, to
continue the beat from 11am until
late. Families can bring a picnic or
purchase food at the festival.

CABARET

Festival-goers are in for a treat this
year with the addition of another
performance venue. Carnivale
Cabaret has been designed to give
poets, prose readers, musicians
and a variety of diverse performers
the opportunity to entertain their
audience in a2 more intimate
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atmosphere. The new margquee
will be open from noon to 6pm,
Saturday and Sunday.

CARTS

Where there's a wheel there's a
way! The annual Billycart Derby is
back! Carts can be registered for
$8 between 8.30am and 9.15am
on Sunday, and then the race is
on to win a great prize and trophy.
The derby is open to children aged
8 t0 15 years. There is also a race
for “bigger” children, so no need
for parents to miss out. All carts
must meet set safety criteria. For
enquiries, head to the website:
www.warrandytefestival.org.

RIVERBANK STAGE

Variety and maximum energy
is the focus for the Riverbank
Stage. Audiences can experience
everything from drumming
ensembles and eclectic musicians
to unusual reptiles. See all the
action on Saturday and Sunday
from around noon.

RIDES

This year, Peter Hodge Camel
Hire will be offering camel rides
on Saturday and Sunday, for
$6 per person. The camels will
traverse the river path from Police
Street towards the bridge, allowing
riders to see the Yarra from new
heights.

All weekend, static displays along
the riverbank will demonstrate
a range of opportunities
available through local groups
and service providers. Groups
include: Warrandyte Community
Association, Climate Action Now,
Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society, Toy Library, Netball Club,
SES, Parks Victoria, Reconciliation
Manningham, Friends of
Warrandyte State Park, Guide Dogs
Victoria, Landcare network, local
councils, blacksmiths, miners,
woodcrafters, animals, reptiles,
and stationary and steam engines.
For more “hands-on” action,
Warrandyte Tennis Club will serve
up the usual competition, and rock
climbers can take on The Wall.

Every year, the Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House invites local
writers to showcase their work in a
popular festival event known as The
Grand Read. The reading—now in
its 13th year—begins on Tuesday,
March 22 at 7.30pm, upstairs at
the Grand Hotel on Yarra Street.
Guest reader for 2011 is Barry
Dickins. Tickets: $15 at the door, or
$12 if booked in advance through
the House on 9844 1839.

FOLLIES

They're at it again! The Warrandyte
Theatre Company is present-
ing “Follies Goes To Town" at
the Mechanics Institute Hall on
Yarra Street on the following dates:
March 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 31
plus April 1 and 2. Join the fun
for an intuitive look at the funnier
side of life.

WEBSITE

www.warrandytefestival.org is the
online address for all information
and program details. Also, join the
Warrandyte Festival on Facebook
for up-to-the-minute news (just
search Warrandyte Festival)
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Fun figures feature
t festival

By CHERIE MOSELEN

A series of fantastic creatures
will be stalking visitors to
Stiggants Reserve during
Warrandyte Festival weekend
this year. The figures are
being purpose-built for the
festival and will celebrate the
Carnivale theme.

Some 14 creative volunteers
have been getting together
regularly to plan and construct
the festive creatures. The
group, who call themselves
the “Arty Farty Folk”, are co-
ordinated by the Warrandyte
Festival Committee butinclude
members of the Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House, local
high school teaching staff, and
other dedicated locals who
frequently assist in creating
pieces for display at festival
time.

It is anticipated that the
sculptures will be erected
annually in the future, to
herald both the Pottery
Expo and Warrandyte Village
Festival.

Mal Parsons, artist, teacher
and coordinator of the pro-
posed artworks, has lived in
Warrandyte for 29 years and
has been a member of the
Festival Committee for most
of that time.

“We are really excited about

-

this project. In the past, the
group has come up with ideas
that reflect the festival theme
as creatively, but as cheaply
as possible, because we have
never had any money. This
year, thanks to a Manningham
council Community Develop-
ment grant, we are undertak-
ing something quite substan-
tial because we actually have
a budget,” she said.

Artwork created for festivals
past have included such things
as colourful flags, street ban-
ners, gigantic rope-like spider-
webs known as “dream-catch-
ers”, and “gods-eyes”, which
are large creations of sticks
with coloured fabric woven
throughout. However, the new
installations will be consider-
ably more challenging due to
their design and complexity of
construction.

“The plan is to make six
larger-than-life figures that
embody the colourful drama
and spirit of fun that is Car-
nivale,” Ms Parsons said.
“We're aiming for a little bit
of the ridiculous—full-figured,
improbable creatures that are
out of balance, perhaps with
a sense that they might be
about to fall, or even fly.”

She explained that the idea
came about when festival

R

committee member, John
Boyle, saw the artwork of
international sculptor and
painter, Niki de Saint Phalle,
whilst overseas.

“John emailed through a
suggestion that we take a
look at the artist’s work and
we found her figures to be
a great inspiration for our
own,” Ms Parsons said. “Three
of us—Jane Annois, Denise
Farran and myself—played
around with various ideas and
then transformed our shapes
into miniature models. “But,
we do have some significant
engineering challenges when
it comes to making the full-
sized versions.

“The sculptures need to
be lifted on and off a base,
so that they can be moved
around, and the artists must
use a variety of mediums to
fabricate them. All the figures
have steel skeletons, which
are bound with chicken wire,
then covered with cloth and
plaster, and the final process
will be fibre-glassing to make

Fun flgures Festlval sculptu;es got an amng at the Pottery Expo. (Plcture by Stephen Reynolds)

Art history remembered

By CHERIE MOSELEN

The Rotary Art Show, staged
as part of the festival at the
Warrandyte Community
Church in Yarra Street, will
this year pay special tribute
to Warrandyte’s artistic tra-
ditions.

We are “choosing a theme
that honours Warrandyte’s re-
nowned artists,” coordinator
lan McMillan told the Diary.

Warrandyte has a significant
artistic heritage. A number
of prominent Australian art-
ists lived and worked in the
area, including several from
the internationally renowned
Heidelberg school.

“To exemplify the heritage
theme we wanted to be able
to feature a work of some
significance.” Mr McMillan
said. “The National Gallery
of Victoria has granted us
permission to reproduce the
‘Old Bridge, Warrandyte', by
Walter Withers, on the cover
of our catalogue.”

Manningham council,
through its Community De-
velopment Grant Program,
assists in making the show
possible.

The Rotary Art Show itself

has quite a long history. This
is the 27th show and the
Rotary Club of Warrandyte
Donvale is celebrating the
occasion with an opening
Gala on Friday, March 18,
commencing at 7pm, with
Manningham mayor Geoff
Gough opening the show. Ap-
proximately 600 artworks will
be on exhibition. Most will be
offered for sale.

“The gala should be a lot of
fun,” Mr McMillan said. “We
will be holding an auction,
with guests bidding for art-
works.” Exhibiting artists will
receive complimentary tickets
to the gala.

As a way of encouraging
young artists, organisers have
approached 10 surround-
ing secondary schools and
offered them the chance to
exhibit the best 10 works of
their senior school students.
Selected artwork will be dis-
played in a special exhibition
area. The work will be judged
and prizes given. One of the
student’s artworks will be
included in the auction.

More than 360 artists, from
all over Australia, have been
invited to enter the show. Art-

ists are able to register on-line
for the first time.

® The Rotary Art Show will
be open from 7pm to 10pm
on Friday, March 18, and then
on Saturday and Sunday from
10am to 4pm. Tickets to the
Gala are $25. Weekend admis-
sion costs $5. This includes a
catalogue and a ticket in the
art raffle. All details can be
found on the website: www.
warrandytedonvalerotary.
org.au.

them durable and completely
waterproof,” she said.

“I'have used fibreglass as an
artistic process before, and
John Boyle has experience
with making canoes, but we
are very fortunate to have
the support of other members
of the community who have
offered expertise or donated
services and materials.”

Aside from the artists
themselves, the project is
a genuine local collabora-
tion, with Mal’s neighbour,
Jamie Bolton, offering welding
equipment and his assistance.
Ms Parsons commented that
the volunteers are very keen
and hardworking. They are
hopeful that they can have
the full complement of six
statues ready for positioning
at the festival.

“As to how they will be
placed, we won't know until
we see them finished; whether
they will look better grouped
or separately spaced through-
out Stiggants Reserve,” she
said.

Follies
on the
buses!

Always first with the lat-
est, the Follies this year
takes a good humoured
look—wouldn’t you
know?—at the SmartBus:
indented bus stops, the
lot.

The fun begins in War-
randyte, conf our
lazy (?) bush life with the
fast pace of the city. Then
we hop on the buses and
the Follies Go to Town,
buskers and all.

The Warrandyte The-
atre Company has been
?resenﬂng the Follies at

estival time since Alan
Cornell was a pup; each
year a different theme, a
new opportunity to poke
fun, enjoy great music
and comedy and convivi-
alate with friends and

bours in a cabaret

setting.

The most popular event
on the Warrandyte cal-
endar, the Follies are
always booked solid, so
round up your theatre
party, pack some grub
and and get on
down to the Mechanics
Institute Hall on Yarra
and Mitchell and prepare
for a great night out.

® Bookings on 0488
333 575.

Horitago lan McMillan is a key mover at the Rotary Art Show.
(Picture by Cherie Moselen)
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WOFk TOUFS - Wednesday 18 May

commencing 10.30am
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- Wednesday 29 June
Billanook College !

commencing 10.30am

RSVP essential

“Saturday 26 March 2011

10.15am for a 10.30 start
Tours followed by morning tea

Come along and experience the true spirit
of Billanogk College.

RSVP Essential
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Tel: 9724 4237 DISCOVER
registrar@billanook.vic.edu.au EXPLORE
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Expo

‘The Sounds of Change’

Saturday
April 2
10am-4.30pm

Put this date in your Diary!

« With songs from Anderson's Creek
Primary School. « Learn the most efficient
way to cut your food and power costs

Plus much more in sustainable living
See-Ask-Learn from experts

P

Warrandytecan
CUMATE “ACTION NOW

Warrandyte Community Centre,
Yarra Street Warrandyte

Exhibitors of sustainable living products
and services for the home and business,
includes short presentations, music,
sausage slzzle, coffee and more.

Want to know more? Want to join WarrandyteCAN
and help make a difference locally?
For further information: Wayne Rankin : 9844 4438

Warrandyte
reads the Diary

For almost 40 years the Diary has
been the true voice of Warrandyte.

We have reported the news,
celebrated the sport, publicised
the events and championed
the causes of this special place.

Your advertising is in
good company in the
Warrandyte Diary.

The Diary reaches the
customers you need
at a price you want
to pay.

Call Briony and
discuss how the

Diary can help your
business grow.

—veryone in

PHONE: 9844 0555 FAX: 9844 4168

EMAIL: warrandytediary@aapt.net.au
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tinshedgallery

at the bridge roundabout
Warrandyte

Original artworks by
Jo Kline - Georgia Clark - Fiona Fisher

Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday
11am-3pm
or by appointment 9737 0732, 0419 379 733

ARTS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL
CENERALMEETING

Y N

2,2011, at 8pm
the WMIAAI Hall

¢ Yarra Street

ALLWELCOME

Monday, May

tobeh
Cnr Mitct
Lnr Mitc

PAINTING

MEMBERS

BARGAIN
SALES
SUNDAY MAY 29

SUNDAY AUGUST 28

|0am until 4pm
ie WMIAAT Hall

Sponsored by

& Garden Car

ABN 52 531 859 996

Tree Pruning
 Yard Clearing
& Fire Fuel Reduction

« Slashing, Mowing
& Whipper Snipping

FREE QUOTES PHONE ALAN

Fencing & All Handyman Work

ROTTEN

WlNDOWS o

SHOP
LOCALLY

bradley curtis
| ELECTRICIAN

A Domestic

A Commercial

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

9844 3133 0466 548 814

Diary Advertising: Call Briony 9844 0555

. Sy,

MEHiNsTE
FOR HIRE

9878 9668 or 0408 443 368

A little bit of Warrandyte
by the sea?

HOLIDAY HOUSE
FOR RENT

AIREYS INLET

3BR mudbrick home set on
D acres of iron barks, 15 min
from beach e Off-peak rates

Ring 9844 1540

www.wytaliba.com.au

DEVIATIO

1SORTIE

At least Tasmanians
speak the language

to...
“Going to what?”
I asked through
gritted teeth.

“Too late now. This is the
freeway to Burnie and we
want to go in the opposite
direction. We're just going to
have to drive to the next exit
and then turn around, go back
to Launceston and try it all

66 F you don't turn
now_.we're going

® | over again.”

The atmosphere in the small
rental car had become quite

| humid so I turned on the air-

con. Additional conversation
would have added to the un-
comfortable heat so we both
remained stonily silent.
Navigating new cities is a bit
like that; lots of retracing of
unspectacular streets, diver-

| sions into as-yet-undiscov-

ered tourist destinations and
hurried u-turns in one way
streets, invariably accompa-
nied by glares and honking
from locals.

Fortunately, our latest “mis-
take” was manageable. We
had time on our side before
we had to return the car to
the airport depot so, although
our Launceston navigating
experience was annoying and
unhelpful, as far as marital
bonding was concerned it was
not the worst. Without doubt,
our most difficult “navigat-
ing” catastrophe occurred
in Paris.

We had been there for a few
weeks and decided we'd like
to visit the picturesque port
of Honfleur and then visit
Monet’s house at Giverney.
The obvious way to do this
was with a two-day car hire.
A simple plan one would have

thought.

Hiring the car was simple, as
was organising the overnight
stop at Giverney. Getting the
car from the depot to the
outskirts of Paris was more
character-building.

When, over the telephone,
the car hire salesman assured
us, with typical Gallic insouci-
ance, “But, of course, you weel
be provided weeth a map,” we
believed him. Foolishly, we
forgot to ask how detailed the
map would be.

The car hire depot we chose
was beneath the Louvre. Now
for those who don’t know
what that means, imagine

this. You reach the depot via
the Metro. You emerge and,
without much difficulty, you
find the depot in the Louvre
basement. You agree to all the
hire conditions written in pale
grey, 3 point type, concede
that you will pay for anything
and everything and thank
them profusely for giving
you a manual instead of the
automatic you had requested.
After all, you are in Europe
where driving an automatic
is regarded as positively as
white loafers in a Melbourne
coffee shop.

Having found the car in the
farthest corner of the base-
ment, we hit the up-ramp. Her-
self looked up from the map.
In a terrified whisper | heard,
“This is useless! It's designed
to help once you're out of
Paris. It doesn’t show the local
streets in any detail!”

Imagine the Arts Centre sur-
rounded three blocks back
by one-way streets. Then
imagine all of those roads are
like permanent peak hour on
a formula one circuit. You've
no idea where you're going
and you haven't a Melways!
After negotiating this, there's
the Peripherique! This is the
freeway that encircles Paris.
Wikipedia defines it as “the
controlled-access, dual car-
riageway ring road in Paris,
France. One of the busiest
highways in Europe...” and
we had to get under it to get
out of Paris.

Now remember the first
line of this column? It wasn't
the first time I've heard it. In
fact, I heard it three times in
an hour as we approached
that infernal ring road. Three
times we took the wrong road,

“enjoying” the manic rides on
and off the Peripherique until
we actually took the correct
road under the monster and
were free to enjoy the French
countryside. For those inter-
ested, we had to keep going
back to the same on/off spot
because the map just threw
up its hands in a beret-hat-
ted shrug when asked about
any of the other exits and
underpasses.

Oh, come to think of it, I did
hear the same line delivered
as we were trying desperately
to get some friends to Flor-
ence in time to catch their
expensive “sleeper” train to
Paris.

It was no use Herself telling
me about what might hap-
pen, we were on the on-ramp
to the freeway and about to
head off to southern Italy
instead of the road under the
freeway to Florence. Looming
ahead was the barrier of toll
booths. In his infinite wisdom,
some road engineer hadn't
bothered about erecting a
solid barrier between our
passageway and the other, so
with all the European driver-
confidence | could muster,
I chucked a u-turn. [ think
my passengers were just
slightly more amazed than
the oncoming headlights. For-
tunately the oncomers were
starting from scratch at the
booths so [ was able to weave
my way to the off-ramp and on
to Florence, just in time.

Herself and [ don't talk much
about that one. In hindsight,
however, our recent Launces-
ton misunderstanding was a
doddle!

ROGER KIBELL

¥ FIRE AND EMERGENCY:
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nature

By LINDA ROGAN

N mid-February this year, Whipstick

Gully was brilliant with Sweet Bur-

saria in bloom. The dainty flower

clusters nearly hid the bush itself,

creamy white and fragrant. Each
year, as blooming fades, lovely green seed
capsules are produced They quickly
bronze then turn to a brittle wooden
brown.

I have long been a fan of this widespread
and easily grown native plant and am
happy to forgive the sharp spines that
lurk amongst its shiny dark green leaves.
Common names such as Blackthorn and
Prickly Box, reflect attitudes of Europe-
ans who may not have appreciated its
finer qualities.

According to The Encyclopaedia of Aus-
tralian Plants by Elliott and Jones, “The
leaves contain an oil which is reported
to filter out the sun’s rays and prevent
sunburn. This was apparently used by the
early settlers.” Did they learn this from
the Aboriginal people who called it Kur-
wan and used it in ceremonies? I'm just
beginning to appreciate the importance
of Sweet Bursaria within the web of life
in our local bushland.

Nectar is the most obvious asset of
the Sweet Bursaria. With blooms from
December through March, it is a mainstay
of many insects including feral honey
bees. In Whipstick Gully I watched but-
terflies including Marbled and Ringed
Xenicas, Meadow Argus, Common Dusky
Blues, Painted Ladies and Wood Whites,
all competing for their share of nectar. |
have also seen Common Imperial Blues,
Eltham Copper and Dainty Swallowtails
stopping for a sweet snack. Other com-
mon visitors include ants, flower wasps
and a range of beetles.

In the local area, many people are aware
of the intimate relationship between
the Eltham Copper butterfly and Sweet
Bursaria. The latter’s leaves are the only
food for this butterfly’s caterpillars.
The caterpillars live in a byre, built by
a species of ants, near the base of the
Sweet Bursaria plants. At night, they are
herded out to feed. Before daylight they
are returned to the security of the byre
by their attendant ants.

Not just flowers and leaves but also
seeds and pods are essential to the Bur-

Eltham Copper butterfly on Sweet Bursaria. (Picture by Linda Rogan)

saria Fairy Moth. Male moths can be seen
in groups flitting about in the sunlight
above a flowering Sweet Bursaria. Sud-
denly the insects will drop down to the
plant, moving amongst the flowers where
the females hide. Their locations are
given away by flashes of red, yellow and
gold (the wings) and long strands shin-
ing like spider silk (the antennae). Out of
direct sun, they appear nearly black. Both
male and female have antennae longer
than their bodies but in males antennae
may be up to four times the body length.
Macro photos show details such as the
males’ large green eyes.

A friend from the Entomological Society
explained that these moths lay eggs on
the Bursaria flowers so that they are
included within the seed pod where the
young caterpillars feed and grow. They
may emerge from the pod before pupa-
tion and drop to the ground, make a case
from detritus and eventually pupate, as
do others of this genus. Or they may

pupate within the pod. They emerge as
adults in time for the next Sweet Bursaria
flowering.

When the pods dry and split open, they
make wonderful camouflage. In late Janu-
ary and February 2009, many of the Sweet
Bursaria shrubs were carrying clusters
of ripened seed pods. A particularly
dense clump of “pods” I noticed, had
antennae and moved as | approached.
Investigating and of course, photograph-
ing, I discovered bges, not pods. These
bees were smaller than honeybees and
had orange and greenish-black striped
abdomens: Green and Gold Nomia bees
it turns out. The native bees are a story
in themselves.

Butterflies, special moths, beetles,
native bees, lovely scented flowers are
interesting enough, but I suspect there
is even more to be learned about Sweet
Bursaria and its associates. | believe it
more than earns its place in the bushland
and in my indigenous garden.

Fun galore on the Littlest Yarra

'VE come close to nam-
ing our meagre excuse
for a creek on several
occasions, but so far no
name I've thought of has
quite hit the spot. For most
of the year it's nothing more
than a slight groove in the
hillside, last refuge of green
grass in a drought. Even the
main creek, which it joins in a
deep gully at the bottom of the
hill, is little more than a damp
patch for most of the year; but
every now and then it belts
along in flood, white froth
hicg)hlighting the eddies.
nce or twice we've even
had an eye-catching lake cov-
ering the front of the block.
At times like this, eager to
join in the fun, the little creek
rushes noisnly down the hill-
side, tumbling and cascading
along. But this only happens
after prolonged rain. Mostly
we forget it’s there.

Even though it's more of
a conduit for run-off than
a noteworthy landmark, it
does seem unfair not to give
it a name. The question is,
what? Hard to think of one
that doesn't bestow undue
significance. Much easier to
continue ignoring it, except
for watching your footing in

the dip!

Obviously dissatisfied with
this philosophy, the little
creek decided to teach us a
lesson. Ignorance is clearly
not bliss for those on the re-
ceiving end. We needed to be
reminded who’s in charge.

So while we were distracted
by champagne, wrapping and
unwrapping presents, summer
barbecues, a camping trip,
brush-cutting and clearing
up after a large eucalypt fell
across our roof—and that's
a whole 'nother story—the
up-till-now-blameless little
waterway was quietly but
steadily accumulating layers
of silt, weeds and general for-
est-floor debris.

It also added an interesting
new deviation to its course at
the point where it was forced
to negotiate the bulging roots
of a rapidly growing tree.

When the deluge came, the
main creek (as expected)
flooded madly. The usually
tame trickle grew into a fast-
flowing river, driveways were
cut, everything from tree
parts to busted plastic chairs
tumbled along in the floodwa-
ters before being spat out into
the seething Yarra; but no real
damage was done.

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

Drains up and down the
street coped impressively,
but even so, water banked up
spectacularly, turning green
ferny gullies into a chain of
eddying and turbid lakes a
hundred metres long.

Garden benches, kids' cub-
bies and battered vegetation
poked forlornly out of the
swirling brown mire. Fully-
grown trees toppled over,
roots aloft.

Neighbours, unusually thick
on the ground for so early on a
Saturday morning, popped in
and out of each other's drive-
ways, cameras clicking busily
between rolling thunder and
continuing cloudbursts.

Less exciting was the clean-
up indoors, where previously
undetected roof leaks caused
something of a stir. But we
didn't discover these until
later. Outdoors, our little gully,
still unnamed but well on the
way to acquiring a moniker it
probably would rather not an-
swer to, was excitedly having

its way with unprecedented
run-off, truckloads of mud,
tree litter and garden mulch.

Of course, knowing the exact
spot we didn't want this mess
to be transported to, it had
the cheek to dump its entire
load in our once-lovely clear
blue swimming pool. Sigh!

Can’t complain, of course—
unprecedented deluges in
Queensland, and right down
the eastern side of the con-
tinent, have left the lives of
thousands of people seriously
shattered and our thoughts
and hearts go out to them.
Even some of our neighbours
were worse off than us.

Salutary lesson number
one: a body of water uphill of
a house will inevitably over-
flow into the house, sooner
or later, no matter how much
you don’t want it to. Lesson
number two: a body of water
on the receiving end of a long
hill will inevitably end up do-
ing just that. Thirdly, creeks
quite happily change course
during a deluge. Lastly, all
these things can happen at
once.

So much for everybody
thinking they knew a fair bit
?lblﬁut water running down-

ill!
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reads the Diary

For local advertising that works call Briony on 9844 0555

MULCH

+% Bush Mulch $25.00

<» Biomat (organic groundcover,
water retention mulch)

4 10, 20mm & Hammermill Pinebarks

% Euca Mulch

PEBBLES

We pride ourselves on the largest
range of Natural River Pebbles suitable
for modern, low maintenance muich,
decorative paths, dry riverbed
landscapes, etc. See instore

Marble & Granite
Water Features & Garden Décor

— imported from ltaly

sSUPERSOIL

BUILDING & LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

WADPDPANDYTE

IS44 3329

1 Mahoneys Court, Warrandyte

4 Lawn Soil 545
< Garden Drru’

< Mushroom Compost

EXCLUSIVE TO WARRANDYTE MANY OTHER PRODUCTS INSTORE

WWW. supersoﬂwanandyte com

Email .P,»«_," rarrandyte@big

== G

WE DELIVER ALL OVER MELBOURNE

Tree

Local Native Bush Mulch

$17 per metre
15 cubic metre minimum
including delivery

CONTACT CHRIS AT RECOVERY TREE SERVICES

0411846758

cquinlan@melbpc.org.au

DIARY MINI ADS

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings
and child naming. All areas. Bruce
Shand, JP. Phone 9879 6726.
www.bruceshand.com.au

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful
ceremonies forall occasions. John
Byrne 9844 2155, 0418 995 189.

CIVIL MARRIAGE CELEBRANT
Gina Andrews. Friendly,
professional service. 9844 2402
or 0414 946 757.

HOUSE PAINTING Call your local
painter for friendly and efficient
service. No job too small. Seniors’
discount available. Phone Clint’s
Progressive Painting Service 9844
4969 or 0424 731 830.

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409411943
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS
Beautiful panels for doors and
windows; natural themes and small
panels a specialty. Free quotes
Shan 9712 0024.

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 32 yrs, (Autocad 25 yrs)
Ring lan 0401 050 191.

INDIVIDUAL MATHS COACHING
All levels including VCE ‘v|= hs
Methods and Further Maths. T
in your home. 9844 3798.

AFFORDABLE GUITAR TUITION
Private or small groups exp teacher,
Dip.Ed, Bach.Music. 0447 554 196.
WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest
way to send your messag the
Warrandy yte community $5.50 for
4 lines, then $1 each additiona
line, prepaid. .Drmm: 9844 0555.

Washing Machine
& Dryer Repairs

‘We speciaiise in washing machine and dryer rapairs
in Warrandyte and the surrounding arsas.
We offer after hours service cails.

SK LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT

Pensioner discounts - 20 years industry expernence

Call Sean Dixon on 0408 381 190 or 9844 1645
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ocal church events in 2011

The churches of Warrandyte
and Park Orchards are run-
ning five major events during
2011: Stations of the Cross at
Stiggants Reserve on Good
Friday; a Week of Prayer
service in June; a retreat, an
interchurch dinner and Car-
ols at Stiggants in December.
More details can be obtained
from John Hanson on 9844
3906. Interchurch officials
are Bill Valentine (president),
Mary Hare (vice president),
John Hanson (secretary) and
Heather Ingram (treasurer).

Follies

The Follies Go to Town will
be held at the Mechanics

COREY’

-

out of the inbox
By JUDY GREEN

Institute Hall from Thursday
to Saturday night on March 17-
19, 24-26, March 31 and April
1 and 2. Great skits, music
and dancing will be presented
by the Warrandyte Theatre
Company. For bookings call
0488 333 575.

Playgroup

Steiner playgroup for 1 to 4
year-olds emphasises play,
natural toys, organic food,
songs and stories, along with

COMMUNITY

parenting support. For details
please call 9844 5463.

Bands

Catfish Pie with Jo Pearson
will be performing at the
RSL monthly “Bands by the
Bridge" on Sunday, March
27 from 4.30pm. They will be
playing their unique style of
Blues and Roots Grooves.

Read

The Grand Read, a festival
feature, is now in its 13th year.
Run by Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House, who invite
local writers to showcase
their work upstairs at the

By SYD & ONA

Grand Hotel in Yarra Street,
it will be held on Tuesday,
March 22 at 7.30 pm. Guest
reader this year is Barry Dick-
ens. Tickets cost $15 at the
door, or $12 if booked through
the Neighbourhood House on
9844 1839.

Watch

Neighbourhood Watch meets
at 7.30pm on the second Tues-
day, each second month, for
an hour at the Warrandyte
Community Centre. These
meetings are designed to
identify preventable criminal
activities and safety concerns
in our area. Community-wide
events are planned each year.
Next meetings will be held
on Tuesdays, April 12 and
June 14.

Environment
Upcoming Nillumbik council
environmental events include

Herds to the good old days..,
. e - Last month the folk from Juniors Farm Childcare Centre in

North Warrandyte—with the help of IGA and North CFA—ran
a barbecue, raising more than $600 for the CFA. These North

a session on water bugs at
Edendale Farm on Sunday,
March 27 from 10am to 12

noon and winter veggie gar-
dening on Saturday, April 2
from 10am to 12 noon. These
sessions are free and can be
booked by calling 9433 3316.
“Live water bugs up close and
personal” will be held at the
Eltham Library on Wednes-
day, April 13 from 10am to 12
noon. For bookings please call
the library on 9439 9266.

Seminar

The next Manningham envi-
ronmental seminar will be
held at the Warrandyte Com-
munity Centre on Wednesday,
April 6 at 7.30pm. The topic
will be indigenous cooking
with Damien Styles from Char-
coal Lane. These seminars
are free.

Warrandyte firefighters added their support.

3

artyfacts /

The Rudolf Steiner School
will be holding their annual
Art Exhibition and Sale on
Saturday and Sunday, March
26 and 27 from 10am to 4pm.
The exhibition will be held at
the gymnasium of the Steiner
School, 213 Wonga Road,
Warranwood. There will also
be a craft market and refresh-
ments will be available.

Multiculture

The current exhibition at the
Manningham Gallery, 699

Doncaster Road, Doncaster,
features works by 12 contem-
porary artists from Australia
and China, celebrating the
100th anniversary of Inter-
national Women's Day. Local
artists include Warrandyte's
Jane Annois and Denise Keele-
Bedford.

Stonehouse

Cathy Oddie is the featured
potter at Stonehouse Gal-
lery this month. Her work
features free brushwork on
small plates, jugs, bowls and
brooches. Other artists on
show include Jan O’Neill and
Jenny John. The gallery is at
103 Yarra Street, Warrandyte,
phone 9844 3629.

TRUEWOODCONSTRUCTIONS

« Integrated Builders and Designers of Light and
Spacious Renovations and New Homes

* Consulting on Sustainable Living and Design RBP DBU4762

PAUL JENKINS 0418 387 119
Truewood Constructions Pty Lid

[T] 03 9844 1281 Warrandyte [F] 03 9499 9681 www.truewood.com.au

£

MANNINGHAM

SMALL GRANTS FUNDING PROGRAM

Applicants are invited to apply for funds from the Small Grants
Funding Program.

The Manningham Small Grants Program offers assistance to
Manningham based incorporated, not-for-profit community
organisations and groups for one-off projects and equipment
purchases that occur within the City of Manningham, and
improve the quality of life of Manningham residents.

Small Grants Funding Program (up to $4,000)

Categories are:
Community Projects
Equipment Purchases

Funding is offered all year round and applications will be
accepted at any time throughout the year. Projects need to be
completed and evaluation forms ‘submitted within 12 months
from receipt of funding.

Guidelines and application forms are available from Council’s
website www.manningham.vic.gov.au or by contacting Lisa
Waters, Arts & Cultural Programs Unit, on 9840 9305.

Your Reliable

Plumber

24hr Emergency Service

® Blocked Drains
® Leaking Pipes

® Hot Water Services

® Taps & Toilets
@ Gas Fitting

@ Split System Airconditioners
® All General Plumbing

Free Written Sa
Up Front Fixed

Price

0411 516 539

www.h2-proplumbing.com.au

PORT DdBG

BEAUTIFUL PORE
“Shout Yourself to a Holf@
APARTMENT - POOL - RESOR

2 bedroom fully self contained
2 min walk to famous 4 mile
beach, short walk to
Macrossan Street shops and
world class restaurants.

"

CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:
0409 359 240

Catering for all

mall animals

Warrandyte
Veterinary Clinic

Dr Derek J. Fairley (8.vsc)
Dr Stuart Turner (.vsc)

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment
Phone 9844 3071

Sh ap e[y Nails

LOCATED IN WARRANDYTE
Qualified Nail Technician/Beautician with over

15 years experience offering all aspects of nail care _

FULL SETS ~ REFILLS/REBALANCE ~

FRENCH TIPS -~ MANICURES -~ PEDICURES
also Waxing, Tinting and Makeup for formals, etc

Gift vouchers available

Please phone Kerrie for an appointment 0418 599 826

You’re in safe hands

PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia
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the river...

The Pottery Expo, the
premier arts event on the
VM arrandyte calendar, was -
staged last month on the
riverbank below Webb
Street. Featured guest
artists included several
potters from China.
STEPHEN REYNOLDS
went along and took
these pictures for the
Diary.
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Thrills and spills at
the Skate Park

Warrandyte Skate Park was the venue late last month
for the South Eastern League Skate and BMX Competi-
tion. “This annual event showcases local talent of our
young people and provides them with the opportunity
to compete in the grand final at Riverside Skate Park,”
a YMCA spokesperson told the Diary. Local skater
Brett Thomas was the winner of the under-16s division,
giving “the local crowd something to cheer for”.

Pictures by STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Helping ourselves
to a better tuture

By VAL POLLEY

HE recent spate of natu-

ral disasters from flood

and fire to cyclone and

earthquake has left ev-

eryone reeling. Just what
is going on we ask. Individuals can
feel small and insignificant when it
comes to the big questions of our
time. People question if their indi-
vidual contribution can possibly
make a difference, particularly in
relation to the current issues fac-
ing the world today.

Perhaps it is again time for us to
get together, have a community
conversation and work at a com-
munity level to improve our future
as well as that of our community
and our planet.

Warrandyte has always prided
itself as a self-help community that
gets on with things and works to
protect and preserve the things
that matter to it. It's always been
thus.

Back in the 1880s, before Victoria
even had a centralised electricity
supplier, local residents conceived
a plan to use the flow of water
through the Evelyn Tunnel (Pound
Bend) to generate electricity,
though this plan eventually lapsed.
Despite constant pressure from
local residents, community groups
and council, it was not until the
1930s that electric power eventu-
ally made it to Warrandyte.

The township’s early reticulated
water supply came courtesy of
the local Warrandyte Waterworks
Trust which had local residents
and councillors on its board and
which operated during the 1960s
pumping water directly from the
Yarra River. It was not until 1970
that it was incorporated into
the metropolitan system by the
Melbourne Metropolitan Board of
Works.

It was down to resident and com-
munity group agitation and direct
action that saw the establish-
ment of the Infant Health Centre
(opened in 1938); the Warrandyte
Diary newspaper (started in 1970);
Warrandyte State Park (proclaimed
in 1978); Warrandyte High School
(opened in relocatable classrooms

The things | value at this time

in 1978); Warrandyte Community
Centre (opened in 1989); War-
randyte Community Bank (branch
opening 2003); Warrandyte Com-
munity Garden (established in
1999); Warrandyte Community
Retirement Housing (building com-
menced 2010); the list goes on and
on.

Warrandyte has always been a
strong community that has risen
to challenges rather than waiting
for others in authority to make the
decisions and impose action on the
town.

Back in the 1970s, following the
environmental awareness engen-
dered by the oil shocks, the phrase
“Think Globally, Act Locally”
resonated amongst the fledgling
environmental groups at the time.
Long before federal, state and local
governments and agencies took ac-
tion, communities worked together
to devise ways and put forward
proposals for protecting habitats,
encouraging sustainable living and
educating residents on the needs
of the community. That phrase can
still be seen to resonate today to-
gether with a need for communities
like ours to take matters into their
own hands and not wait for govern-
ments and authorities to make the
first move.

Now it is environmental and sus-
tainability issues such as climate
change, food supply and water
security and social justice issues
and poverty eradication that have
come to the forefront.

Individual Warrandytians are con-
tributing to solutions by working
to reduce their carbon footprint
through actions such as growing
their own food, installing water
tanks and solar arrays amongst
other things. Warrandyte groups
such as Climate Action Now are
taking a lead role in educating and
informing concerned residents.

But surely we can do more. Per-
haps we could take a lead from
other communities round Australia
and in other parts of the world who
are undertaking local community
action towards a sustainable fu-
ture.

Should we emulate the actions of

the Hepburn Renewable Energy As-
sociation in Victoria who are in the
process of establishing a commu-
nity owned, two turbine wind farm
which will produce enough elec-
tricity for almost all households in
Daylesford and Hepburn Springs?
The Hepburn Wind Park has com-
munity support, has passed all
approval processes and will be lo-
cated at Leonards Hill, 10km south
of Daylesford. The driving motiva-
tion for the wind park was climate
change and the benefits of wind
power, now becoming a greater
part of electricity provision both
overseas and in Australia.

Bundanoon, a little town in NSW,
became famous around the world
last year for voting to ban bottled
water being sold in the town. Its
“Bundy on Tap” campaign called
for reusable bottles able to be re-
filled for free from council-installed
filtered water fountains in the town.
Bottled water has become a major
environmental concern in recent
times with a massive increase in
consumption.

Producing plastic bottles uses
disproportionately large amounts
of oil; they require considerable
energy to transport and then pres-
ent a huge problem in disposal.
Bundanoon decided to take a stand
when a company sought to truck
local water to Sydney for bottling
and sale. It wanted to show it cared
about the local and global environ-
ment; its action contributing to a
positive image of Bundanoon as an
active, concerned community.

Alternatively as a step towards
greater social equity, Warrandyte
could become a Fairtrade town.
This movement has grown rap-
idly since the town of Garstang in
Lancashire UK declared itself the
world'’s first Fairtrade Town in April
2000.

In addition to hundreds of towns
worldwide, cities like London, Par-
is, Copenhagen and San Francisco
are now part of this international,
social, grassroots movement aimed
at changing the way trade is done.
An evaluation process involving a
number of criteria in regard to the
number of establishments and the

fair-trade goods to be sold needs
to be satisfied. But the outcome
has been encouraging on the most
part with smaller towns reporting
a positive response to businesses
and trades.

Or there is the “Incredible Edible”
approach of the town of Todmor-
den in Yorkshire England. This was
started by two women passionate
about their community working
together for the future wellbeing
of the planet. Their philosophy
was somewhat different, their aim
is sharing and caring and provid-
ing access to good local food for
all, through working and learning
together and by supporting local
businesses. They have planted
vegetables, fruit trees and various
crops on roadsides, in graveyards
and any spare land they can ac-
cess in the town, often in “guerilla”
plantings. They have been very
successful with education, planting
a school'’s orchard with school-
children in the area. They want to
re-invent the collective skills of
community so people can rise to
the challenges of the future without
waiting for others to do the think-
ing and acting.

These are just four initiatives
amongst many and one common
thread to all these projects is how
beneficial they have been to their
respective communities. Another is
that the communities themselves
become more self-sufficient and
resilient.

There are lessons to be learnt
from our recent natural disasters.

gives us reason

Reducing food miles:
Warrandyte Community
Garden is an example of
| local people tackling a

| growing problem in a
grass roots way.

Pictures by JUDY GREEN

One suggestion that has already
emerged after the Christchurch
earthquake is that it may be more
ideal for services to be decen-
tralised so that a breakdown in one
part of a system does not disable
the whole. Recent natural disasters
have shown how casually Nature
can shrug off even the most so-
phisticated of modern cities and
reduce communities to the bare
essentials.

If we are passionate about our
future and that of the planet we
must continue to energise our
community into action. We need
governments and decision makers
to be stirred into activity by grass-
roots advocacy. The internet and
social media have revolutionised
communication as has been seen
with the democracy revolutions in
the Middle East in recent days. It
can be just as revolutionary when
it comes to environmental issues
There may never be a better time
to harness this collective energy
Does the Warrandyte community
share a passion about a sustain-
able future? If so, could current
community groups and committed
individuals, with their depth of
knowledge and expertise, lead the
way to a Warrandyte initiative? Let
us have the debate.

@ You may be interested in the
following websites: www.hepburn-
wind.com.au, www.incredible-
edible-todmorden.co.uk, www.
fairtrade.org.au, www.bundyontap
com.au.

The soft, slow drip of autumn rain—earthy damp

to sleep at last with pounding dreams. I'm grateful
that we live with seasons.

With slips of mist suggesting more, and darkness

closing up our doors,

I'm thankful for the summer’s end. Fire and smoke

at last are friends.

| plant my crops in pungent soil, protecting them
from those who'd spoil my

pleasure. And though | know | play a role, I'm
grateful for the earth and weather.

Unlike my hurried city friends, with concrete,
towers and creeping grey, | have
wrens and frogs, and morning mist. I'm blessed

each time. | greet the day.

My youngest sent a message: MUMBO! MISS
YOU! and whilst | sighed—she's
away in the world, | thank gods (unknown) for my

gorgeous girl.

| had a kindred spirit once. He could always make
me smile. He went too early—
and yes I'm sad. But grateful for the time we had.

I'm very pleased my body works, as time creates
its normal strife—to walk and
sing, see fuchsias, clouds. Most of all | value life.
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By MEREDITH THORNTON
ANDERSON'S Creek Primary
School’s annual swimming carnival
splashed down on Day 2 of the
school year when students from
grades 3 to 6 tried their talents at
diving in the pool at Aquarena.

Then, after checking the outside
pool to see that, yes, it really was a
long way from one end to the other,
many of the students attempted to
swim 50 metres in freestyle, back-
stroke, breast stroke and butterfly
events. There were many ribbons
handed out to acknowledge so
many great efforts and one of the
day'’s highlights was the look of
sheer joy on the faces of students
who were thrilled they had made it
to the end!

A big team of staff and parent
helpers were on hand to help the
kids achieve their personal goals.

A total of 36 students went on to
compete in the District Swimming
Carnival on February 18.

Photos: ALANA PHILLIPS PHOTOGRAPHY

Nethall shelter you can bank on

RESIDENTS involved with the War-
randyte Netball Club are already
enjoying the spoils of a brand new
club marquee courtesy of a grant
received from Warrandyte Com-
munity Bank.

The marquee has already been
well used, as seen here when netball
club members enjoyed a sausage
sizzle at the Templestowe courts,
and again on the annual registra-
tion/selection day where it was used
to shelter the players from the sun
while waiting to go on the court.
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WARRANDYTE
NETBALLCLUB

The marquee has the club’s new
logo and design (above), designed
by local resident and web designer
Andrew Fenton.
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Big month for
little aths kids

By ED MUNKS

FEBRUARY was a big month for Lit-
tle Aths with several major events
held, including the Victorian State
Relay Championships being moved
at short notice from Olympic Park
to Doncaster’s Reicsheks Reserve.

In the Under 9s Jayden Bardrick
and George Standish won a bronze
medal in the 4x100m and were
fourth in the 4x200m, missing a
medal by an unbelievable 0.13
seconds. The Under 10 Boys led
by Adam Bardrick and Sam Martini
finished 7th in the 4x100m and 10th
in the 4x200m. The Under 11 team,
coached by Andrew Pynt, was
again successful with Callum Pynt
running sixth in the 4x100m and
fifth in the 800m medley races.

The Under 12 Girls were among
the medals with Nicole Reynolds
winning a bronze in the 4x100m
and Emily Sharpe was also a final-
ist in the 4x100m. Under 14 Girls
runner Shaely Pynt collected two
bronze medals in the 100m and
200m relay team races.

With the relay season finished,
competition moved to the indi-
vidual track and field events where
the Eastern Metropolitan Region
championships (EMR) were held
in cold and windy conditions. This
meet is the qualifier for the Victo-
rian State Track and Field Champi-
onships. Being arguably the stron-
gest Victorian region, not only do
event winners qualify for the State
championships, but various other
finalists progress to state finals via
their overall results.

In the Under 12s Nicole Reynolds
again won gold medals in the 60m
and 80m hurdles and was ninth in
the 70m. Emily Sharpe, in her first
EMR championship, finished sev-
enth in the 1500m and eighth in the
400m and progressed to the 1500m
in the state championships. Under
10 athlete Sam Martini qualified
through to the state championship
when he jumped his way to sixth
place in the high jump.

Ben Munks competed strongly
again and finished eighth in discus,
12th in 400m and 12th in long jump.
Park Orchards athletes were led
by Under 9 Boys star on the rise,
George Standish, with his four gold
medals in the 100m, 200m, long
jump and shot put. Lauchlan Ball
won gold in the triple jump with a
8.45m leap and followed up with
a silver in the long jump. Warran-
wood'’s Under 15 sprint star Sam
Lowson also did well in the shorter
hurdle events to claim dual gold in
the 100m hurdles and javelin.

Under 6s: Chanelle Vitiritti came fourth
in the shot put with a throw of 2.41m, but
one week later Chloe Woolard threw a PB of
2.50m to also finish fourth in the event. Oscar
Bennett was fifth in the 300m in 1.29.42.
Under 7s: Patrick Ward was 16th in the 70m
with a 15.70 and Harrison Gruber fifth in
the long jump with a 2.34m leap. Under 8s:
Luke Papez was ninth in the shot put with a
4.44m throw; Nick Sharpe jumped 2.67m and
scored a fourth in the long jump, with Zali
Bennett running a 1.31.33 to finish in 14th
in the 300m with a PB, and Alistair Rodwell
came sixth in the shot put with a 4.72m throw.
Under 9s: Callum Bowers achieved a PB of
1.10m to finish second in the high jump, Shea
Wischusen-Gibbons also finished second with
2 0.95m in the high jump, Michael Paul also
knocked up a PB of 19.83 and came 12th in
the 80m hurdles, Jayden Bardrick won the
800m with a PB of 3.10.25 ahead of first
year athlete Tynan Kontos who ran eighth in
the 800m with 3.34.72. Under 10s: Jessica
Rodwell threw a 5.44m PB for a fourth in the
shot put, Blake Reardon was third in the 800m
in 3.01.35, Adam Bardrick ran a 15.90 PB
for first place in the 100m, Dominic Lee had
a great run with a third in the 70m hurdles
in 11.95 and Hayden Carruthers ran a great
tactical race in the 200m to grab eighth place
and a PB in 40.22. Under 11s: Zane Kontos
jumped a big 1.35m PB to finish equal first
in the high jump. Under 12s: Eilish Kelly
grabbed a PB and sixth in the triple jump with
a 6.69m, Karl Papez achieved a PB of 11.64
and third place in the 60m hurdles, Sam
McAuley ran a great 200m in 36.71 to finish
seventh in the 200m, Joel Carruthers ran sixth
in the 1500m in 6.47.73 which augurs well for
him in the upcoming football season, Shaun
Young also came sixth in the 400m and had
a PB in the event of 1.22. Under 15s: Sean
Bowers threw a PB of 13.81m in the javelin.
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Vale ‘Cowboy’ Carroll

Club legend takes charge of Bloods

By CHRIS CHAPMAN

WARRANDYTE Football Club was
shocked and deeply saddened by
the death of newly appointed coach
Neale Carroll at the end of January.

Fondly known as “Cowboy”, Car-
roll, a legend in the Northern Foot-
ball League, had instantly made a
positive impact on the Warrandyte
playing group.

Carroll was a big presence around
the Northern Football League, hav-
ing had stints with Northcote Park,
Greensborough and Diamond Creek
in his 30 years of involvement in
the league. In 1998 he was the first
Diamond Valley Football League foot-

and was subsequently inducted as
the 58th Life Member of the DVFL.
Although only arriving recently at
the Warrandyte Football Club, it was
quickly evident to everyone at the
Bloods that Carroll was a man larger
than life and one who loved his foot-
ball. He will be sadly missed.

After paying their respects to Car-
roll and his family, the club moved
to announce the appointment of
club veteran John O’Brien as senior
coach.

“In difficult circumstances, the club

is very fortunate to have a man the
calibre of John to step straight into
the role,” a club spokesman said
this week.

“John already has the respect and
admiration of the playing group and
we are confident he will do an excel-
lent job.”

O’'Brien played 304 games for the
Bloods, was named in the 1980s and
1990s teams of the decade as well as
the WFC Team of the Century.

He won two premierships for the
Bloods including one as captain in

1999. More recently, O’'Brien has
gained valuable coaching experience
with Upper Ferntree Gully before
returning to the Bloods in an assis-
tant coaching capacity last year.

In other news, the club invites all
supporters, members, sponsors and
local sports fans to join Western
Bulldogs coach Rodney Eade and
Australian Test cricket legend Rod-
ney Hogg to launch the 2011 season
on Friday, March 18.

The $30 ticket includes guest
speakers, finger food and compli-

mentary beer, wine and soft drink
until 9pm. There will be opportuni-
ties to win memorabilia as well as
participate in the annual player
auction.

Festivities begin at 7pm at Warran-
dyte Football Club’s social rooms in
Taroona Avenue.

For more info or to purchase tickets
contact Chris Chapman on 0421 736
592 or Tom Naughtin on 0421 231 419,
or email warrandyte@efl.org.au

Warrandyte’s 2011 season kicks off
on April 2 with a trip to the home
of traditional rivals Templestowe
in their first encounter since Tem-
plestowe's relegation to Division 4
in 2008.

baller to reach 300 A-Grade games,

Calling all

Auskickers!

THE siren has sounded and our local
rising stars of footy are urged to grab
mum or dad and head to the home of
the mighty Bloods at the Warrandyte
clubrooms on Taroona Avenue for
registration day on March 26

Boys and girls can register that
morning from 10am to 11am as the
Auskick team of coaches, parents
and kids gear up for another footy
season of fun and learning.

Those who can't make it on the day
can visit http://reg.sportingpulse
com/auskick_live/auskick_rego.cgi
and register online. After that you
simply need to bring your printed
form along with the fees, $65 per
child, on the first day of Auskick at
the footy ground on April 2

The season runs for 16 weeks every
Saturday morning between 9am and
10.15am. Throughout the year there
will be mini games for A
held at half-time of the Warrandyte
senior team’s home games

This year’s Auskick will
mini gym sessions with t
nasts to show the yc
basics of rolling and
Also, our young Au
opportunities to plaj ]
of AFL games in front of enormous
crowds at the MCG.

Warrandyte Auskick is in
Eastern Ranges TAC cup reg
more details on a football pat
to the AFL visit their webs
easternranges.aflvic.com

For info about joining Warrandyte
Auskick contact Buzz Lawson on
0435 007 253 or email buzzandjanie@
me.com or Marty Rostron on 0408
386 986 (email martin@laftech.com
au).

UusKl
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Footy’s back: Last year’s Auskickers braved the chilly mornings and had loads of fun learning new skills and playing mini games every Saturday.

unior players revved up and ready to go

By LANCE NILSSON

THE smell of Sherrin leather is well and
truly in the air around Taroona Avenue

as our budding young football stars go
through their training regimes as the War-
randyte Junior Football Club prepares to
launch their assault on season 2011 on
April 3.

And it’s not just the boys who are all
revved up and ready to go, as the club is
pleased to announce the formation of a
grls team this year. The girls will compete

a 12-team competition, a first for the
Yarra Junior Football League.

The club is very keen to recruit players
for the Under 15s and Colts sides, so if
you have a school mate, son or neighbour
who is looking to play a geat competitive

rt in a fantastic club then phone Shane
ewman on 0412 047 286 (keep in mind,
players must be born between 1994-96 for

these comg).
er tion inquiries call

et

JUmmmn:

For all o

Vicky Powell on 0425 856 623.

; 'lv"l'l[;;lub is pleased ti‘:: announce the fol-
o appointments for 2011:
Tackers, Owen Humphries; Under 10s,
Stewart Martin; Under 11s, Robison;
Under 12s, Dave Caruthers, Under 13s,
Gavin Costin; Under 14s, Steve Rowarth;
Under 15s, Carlos ; Colts 2, Nick
Chipman; Colts 1, Shane Newman.

O

Perfect 10s: Coaches oftheWa Junior Football Club Under 10s, Stewart :
Martin and Michael Hodgson, are with some of the troops for season 2011
(from left) Samuel Martini, Harper Ohelmann, Oscar Hodgson and Connor Martin.

Boom recruit: The Tackers am was further
strengthened when rugged dasher Ethan Ward'’s
father Grant signed his name on the dotted line.
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Bloods

By RYAN HOIBERG

WARRANDYTE is poised to emerge
from season 2010/2011 with some
form of silver wear after four of the
five senior teams sealed positions
in the Ringwood District Cricket
Association finals series.

Warrandyte's First Xl finished the
regular season in blazing fashion to
take home the minor premiership in
the Bill Wilkins Cup. Two victories
in the final two rounds of the year
ensured the squad moved into the
business end of the season brimming
with confidence.

The team travelled to North Ring-
wood in the second last round of
the season looking for a final victory
before its final game at home.

Bowling first, Warrandyte's bowlers
continued the form that has placed
the team in a prime position to
challenge for the flag with two early
wickets to skipper Campbell Hol-
land putting the Bloods on top early.
North Ringwood’s batsmen came
out to gain control, but Daniel Barry
was able to stifle their attempts by
kick-starting a flow of wickets and
restricting North Ringwood to a pal-
try 117 off its allocated 40 overs. The
pick of the bowlers was Holland with
3/19 off his eight overs with strong
support from the tight bowling of
Matthew Sazenis (3/17 off eight) and
Barry (2/25 off eight).

Warrandyte's batsmen then took
the game into their own hands with
Jack Ellis continuing his break-
through season with an unbeaten
42 to guide Warrandyte to victory
within 25 overs. It was a devastat-
ing example of the stellar one-day
cricket style the squad has played
this year.

The Bloods went into the final
round against second-placed Ainslie
Park, the same team they host in the
first final at home. This was a match
where both teams would be closely
monitoring each other’s strengths
and weaknesses, looking for that
psychological edge required in finals
cricket.

Warrandyte bowled first and the
80-over format would deliver the
Bloods’ attack some much needed
practice in the longer format. The
bowlers again were phenomenal, led
by Holland’s quick opening spell and
the early spin of Sazenis, restricting
any scoring opportunities but also
causing wickets to tumble. While the
spin and quick bowling worked early,
Alex Mcintosh’s fiery spell delivered
wickets to Campbell, with McIntosh
finishing with 3/16, only topped by
Holland’s 4/19 off his 20 overs.

Warrandyte had dismantled the
Ainslie Park batting line-up within
53 overs in a great display, which
no doubt will linger in the minds
of their opponents as the finals
format is based on two-day cricket.
Warrandyte attempted to push on
in the same vein with its batting in
the remaining overs on the first day,
but the removal of Ellis and Sazenis
before the close of play put the game
marginally back in the balance. How-
ever, a mature and strong display
by the middle order highlighted
by Blake Morgan (44), Adam White
(36) and Chris Barry (74) removed
any chance of a faltering innings.
Barry showed his importance in
the middle order, as he has all year,
with a fantastic knock to help deliver
full points to Warrandyte and the

psychological edge heading into
the finals.

Warrandyte’s Second XI managed
to scrap its way into the final four, fin-
ishing third on the ladder after start-
ing the last round outside the four.

A win, and two losses to the teams
directly above them on the ladder,
meant Warrandyte leap-frogged the
opposition and won the right to
host the knockout final in the Stuart
Newey Plate.

Warrandyte could have stolen
second spot the week before against
Norwood thanks to some fantastic
bowling by Ryan Pascoe (4/16), but
Norwood’s batters scraped out 153
due to some late big hitting. The
Bloods’ attempts to chase down the
target fell agonisingly short by nine
runs, and out of the top four.

The team went into the last round
needing a win and a boost in percent-
age and delivered the goods. War-
randyte bowled out Bayswater Park
within the allotted overs on the first
day of the match, with Pascoe again
claiming four scalps. The rest was
left up to the batsmen who stepped
up when needed. Stephen Glenk’s
solid 74 led the charge, and was
complemented by an excellent all
round performance by Pascoe who
knocked up his first half-century of
the season after his impressive spell
with the ball.

Warrandyte’s Third XI claimed top

ag hunt

spot in the David Beatty Shield with a
psychological victory over Montrose
in the final round, the team they face
in the first round of finals. Before
this match, however, they bundled
out East Ringwood for just 91 runs
after setting them 124 for victory.
Cameron Day's work with the bat
coupled with Stewart Smead’s spin
ensured the momentum would roll
on into the last round. Against Mon-
trose Warrandyte’s batting looked
shaky in the two-day format until
Smead and Greg Creber turned back
the clock and put together a record
stand. Smead’s 82 and Creber’s 85
helped steer Warrandyte's total to
249. Montrose’s early hitting was
again nullified by Smead’s spin and
some late tight bowling by John
Prangley (3/26, and which should
earn for him the comp’s best bowling
averages) resulted in Montrose being
bowled out before the lunch break on
the second day.

The Fourth XI ended a disap-
pointing season with a second last
finish. The result bucks the trend
of the recent form for the usually
dominant squad. Now relegated for
next season, the squad limped over
the finish line with little more than a
whimper, losing their final two games
despite the best efforts of Nathan
Croft and the all round talents of
Josh McKellar.

The Fifth XI secured a home final

Swing and a
miss: Ben Taylor
has eyes for the
boundary as one
slips past to the
keeper. Mean-
while, Alex Mcin-
tosh (left) plucked
three wickets from
a fiery spell with
the ball, but didn’t
have as much luck
with the bat when
he was bowled.

with a final win in the regular season.
Greg Warren's squad lost its second
last game to Croydon North, despite
a half-century from Daniel Wellesley,
but was able to bounce back in the
final round. Warrandyte regained
the all-important momentum going
into the finals with a 68-run win
over Heathmont Baptists thanks to
half-centuries from Rakesh Khatry
and Wellesley.

First XI: Round 10 — Warrandyte 2/118 (Ellis
42) d North Ringwood 117 (Sazenis 3/17,
Holland 3/19). Round 11 — Warrandyte 9/267
(Barry 74, Morgan 44, Mcintosh 34) d Ain-
slie Park 82 (Holland 4/19, Mcintosh 3/16).
Second XI: Round 10— Warrandyte 9/144 (Glenk
43) lost to Norwood 153 (Pascoe 4/16, Beardall
2/25). Round 11 — Warrandyte 7/216 (Glenk
74, Pascoe 54 not out) d Bayswater Park 140
(Pascoe 4/28, Beardall 3/30).

Third XI: Round 13 — Warrandyte 5/124 (Day
45 not out) d East Ringwood 91 (Smead
3/13, Prangley 2/16). Round 14 — Warrandyte
249 (Creber 85, Smead 83) d Montrose 177
(Prangley 3/26, Smead 3/53).

Fourth XI: Round 13 — Warrandyte 8/114 (Croft
33) lost to North Ringwood 7/120 (Burns 3/27,
McKellar 2/32). Round 14 —~Warrandyte 158
(McKellar 45, Brent 33) lost to Knox City 161
(Croft 4/26, Burns 2/26).

Fifth XI: Round 13 -Warrandyte 4/178 (Welles-
ley 81, Warren 30) lost to Croydon North 6/184
(Hartmann 1/20, Wellesley 1/22). Round 14
—Warrandyte 267 (Khatry 74, Wellesley 60, Mat-
thews 41) d Heathmont Baptists 199 (Hartmann
3/28, Wellesley 3/40).
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SPORTS
SHORTS

'ARRANDYTE Basketball will

take two teams to compete
against American schools in the
US at the end of the year. An
information session was held
on Monday at WSC to discuss
the tour scheduled to take place
in December. Players eligible
ideally will be aged between 15
and 18 (inclusive) and must play
at the rep-ball level (Venom). The
info session outlined costs, tour
details and the process required
between now and when the tour
leaves our shores.

ERE’S a buzz of excitement for

the annual Warrandyte Festival
on March 18-20 with plenty on offer
for sports lovers and spectactors,
including the annual decorated
duck race down the Yarra, hot
wheels spinning up some dust
in the billy cart derby, and the
fastest tennis serve competitions
and mountain climbing activities.
It’s a weekend for everyone.
Check inside this edition of the
Diary for more info or visit www.
warrandytefestival.org.

T was the tip off year for
Warrandyte Basketball’s open-
age senior competitions for
women in 2011. The club says
it was a “highly enjoyable way
to finish off Sunday with an
emphasis on fun and enjoyment”.
The competition is being held
again and extended to include
a men’s competition.
For more info visit the club
website or email Jason at jason@
warrandytebasketball.net.au.

ARK & Street Orienteering will

hold an event on Thursday,
March 17, with a mass start at
7pm at the Community Centre
car park on the north end of
Donvale Pines shopping centre.
The event format caters for both
runners and walkers. Courses take
anything from 30 minutes to one
hour to complete. Other regional
orienteering events to be held in
the region this month will be at
Ringwood on March 23 and Eltham
on March 24.
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Hungry for success: Warrandyte’s

youngest players (Under 10s)
take time out for a quick feed.

Down to the wire for South Warrandyte teams

By FRANS BROUWER

WHILE the South Warrandyte Fourth and Sixth
Xls finished with a home ground advantage for
the finals, the last day of the Ringwood District
Cricket Association season was nerve-wracking
for four others.

After losing Round 10, the Firsts beat top side
Mooroolbark comfortably and needed Wonga
Park to lose its match, but that was not to be.
The Twos could make it just by winning, but
failed. The Third XI had a sniff after winning
outright, but East Ringwood nudged it out
by winning their match. Finally, the Fifth XI
defeated second-placed team St Andrews to
sneak into fourth spot on the ladder. All three

teams are quite capable of getting past the first
week, weather permitting.

The Juniors were hoping forecast showers
didn’t eventuate so they could round out a
season badly affected by weather and the
Veterans finished with a “heat out” followed
by a “washout”.

The Hawaiian Night at the end of February
was well supported by the 16-20 year olds
and senior players, as well as parents and
youngsters. The last event will be the senior
presentation night on April 2 at Treble Clef
Lounge in Chirnside Park.

Trollope Shield (5th on ladder): Rd 10 Hawks 8/146 (Ben
Neagle 71) lost to Bayswater Park 9/148 (Steve Lindsay

3/34); Rd 11 Hawks 113 and 4/93 d Mooroolbark 95 (Steve
Garrett 7/33).

A Grade (5th): Rd 13 Hawks 7/143 (Kale Batten 41) d Mon-
trose 9/139 (4 run outs); Rd 14 Hawks 138 (Scott Brasher
47) lost to Ainslie Park 2/154.

D Grade (5th): Rd 13 Hawks 6/122 (Chris Ryan 56no) d
Eastfield 8/111 (Scott Adams 3/11); Rd 14 Hawks 1/127dec
(Zep Johnson 54no, Chris Ryan 32no) and 4/79 (Jack Hall
49) d Templeton 90 (Matt Falkingham 3/9) and 105 (Matt
Sazenis 4/31 and Simon Adams 3/40).

H Grade (3rd): Rd 13 Hawks 3/211 (Shane Biggs 63no, Zep
Johnson 62, Paul Foley 35) d Wonga Park 158; Rd 14 Hawks
7/102 d Montrose 95 (Jahn Holewa 4/5, Tom Hall 3/15).

J Grade (4th): Rd 13 Hawks 50 lost to Kilsyth 89 (Barry
Williams 5/8); Rd 14 Hawks 6/208 (James Price 60, Lachlan

McMahon 35) d St Andrews 150 (Sam Williams 5/60).

L Grade (1st): Rd 13 Hawks 9/212 (Shane Hansen 80) d War-
ranwood 4/127 (Matt Sheppard 4/25); Rd 14 Hawks 1/163
(Shane Hansen 82no, Lucas Williams 30, Matt Sheppard
35n0) d St Andrews 156 .

U18-1 (6th): Rd 8 v Lilydale washed out; Rd 9 Hawks 8/57
and 8/34 lost to St Andrews 3/207dec.

U16-2 (8th): Rd 8 v Wantirna washed out; Rd 9 Hawks 87
lost to Warranwood 7/158 and 5/39.

U14-1 (10th): Rd 8 Hawks 57 lost to Wonga Park 2/94; Rd
9 Hawks drew with North Ringwood.

U12-1 (9th): Rd 8 v Croydon North washed out; Rd 9 Hawks
50 and 8/61 lost to Norwood 9/154.

U12-2 (10th): Rd 8 v Warrandyte washed out; Rd 9 Hawks
8/55 and 4/54 lost to Olinda 8/152.
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Big V buzz is in the air

Boom recruits make for a lethal Venom

By TONY OLIVER

THE Big V season begins this week-
end and Warrandyte continues to
offer up elite-level players by field-
ing both senior men’s and women'’s
teams, and a Chivonne Shannon-led
Youth League women's team for the
first time this year.

Practice games are underway as
the teams settle into a rhythm and
Warrandyte's senior teams recently
took on Mornington at WSC.

Women's coach Justin Nelson took
a reduced line-up into the game but
one with an edge in speed. Court
speed has been one of the features
of Warrandyte, with its focus on
youth coming through from the
Venom players. Mollie Burke, Meg
Dargon and Georgina Werninghaus
continued to put pressure on the
visitors down the court.

The Venom won the game 72 to 41
with Jennifer Cameron scoring 12,

Chelsea Ransom 11 and 10 each from
Alana Wallis and Mollie Burke.

Recent additions to the playing list
have included former Knox players
Alana Wallis and Robyn Ladd and
they have settled in well.

While the Division 1 team has
proved dominant in its practice
games so far and has been in the
finals series each year of its short
history, the blue flag is the ultimate
goal. Hard work will be required to
realise the potential of this side.

In the first home court showing
of the Division 2 Men’s team, Kel-
vin Bowers’ men were competitive
against Mornington, but could not
sustain the effort in the final quarter
to go down 78-72.The Venom led
by four points in the third quarter

but Mornington finished the better.
Simon Hughes (18) top scored for the
Venom while Kyle Staples and Josh
Collins (both with 14) are looking set
for another big season.

The Venom were hampered by an
ankle injury to high jumping centre
Chris Jones who had to leave the
court mid-way through the game.

New Venom players Hughes and
Staples are already making an impact
on court.

At 6 foot 3 in the old language,
Staples is a very versatile player with
the ability to play point through to
small forward.

With a strong athletic build, his
speed and agility make him a difficult
player to guard and has the ability to
be a prolific scorer with his uncanny
knack to get to the rack.

After playing D1M with Werribee in
2009, he moved to the UK to playing
basketball in the EBL (English Bas-
ketball League) last year averaging
23.3 ppg - shooting at 49.5% (37%
beyond the arc) 5.6 rpg and 2.9 apg.

“Kyle will be a great role model to
the Warrandyte Juniors. His focus is
always family orientated and he will
fit right in with the close Warrandyte
community,” coach Bowers said.

By TONY OLIVER

SATURDAY EDJBA basketball is
entering the finals series for the
summer competition and Warran-
dyte Redbacks will have both their
Under 14 sides in the A grade finals
series.

Top place for the boys was
decided recently when Bulleen
Templestowe visited WSC. The
Redbacks clearly had the height
advantage with Chris Bollands
standing tall but Bulleen was able
to take the game up to Warrandyte
and only trailed by four points at
the break.

Warrandyte coach, Matt Lane,
was after a bigger effort and focus
in the second half. The Redbacks
responded and were able to take
the points and top spot on the lad-
der with a 44-27 victory.

Chris Bollands top scored with 16
and had strong support from Astan
Ure (7) and Nathan DeLacy and
Conor Gardiner (6 each).

“It was a good outcome after a
slow start,” coach Lane said after-
wards.

“Realistically there are three
sides in the running for the flag -
us, Bulleen and Doncats.”

In an earlier game, Casey Taylor’s
third-placed Under 14 A grade Girls
took on fifth-placed Eltham.

The positions on the ladder
would suggest a win to the Red-
backs but it was Eltham who had
the nine-point lead at the break and
with a similar margin as the final
whistle approached.

“It was a strong comeback against
good opposition,” Taylor said after
the nail-biting 35-34 win.

“A slow start, but an awesome
finish.”

A strong team effort was capped
with success from the free throw
line to Maddi Taylor with 8.6 sec-
onds to go.

Maddi contributed nine in total
with Christy Terei top scoring with
13 and Zoe MacDonald (4).

The Redbacks have locked in a
top four spot with top sides from
Bulleen (two) and Eltham.

Warrandyte A grade Under 18
Girls went down to Eltham 41- 29,
with Jessey Telford top scoring
with 12 and Simone Reid and Nic
Prior both scoring seven.

The Warrandyte Under 10 Boys
were far from disgraced in their 26-
18 loss to Bulleen.

Coach Ryan Holloway said: “It
was a very good performance with
good defence. They are starting to
play as a team.”

The young Redback boys led at
the break (thanks to Harry Rock’s
goal on the half-time buzzer)
and were in front 19-13 mid-way
through the second half, but
Bulleen then dominated the scor-
ing with 14 points before Warran-
d{te scored the last two goals.

iam Appleby top scored with
eight, Harry Rock (6) and Quinn
Clark (4).

Flag hopes: The Under 14 A Grade Boys (left), Under 14
! Girls (above), and Under 10 BB Boys (below left).

Fast mover: Under 8 WR3 Boys’ Harry Kiein (below)
turned on a devastating display of good form recently.

Standing at a towering 207cm (6
feet 10 inches), Hughes has domi-
nated the paint in his seven years
in the Big V to date, playing the past
five seasons at Camberwell and be-
fore that with Hawthorn.

He has been named Big V All Star
Centre on two occasions, most re-
cently in 2010, and has been in the
Top 5 in points per game, rebounds
and blocked shots for the past five
years.

“Simon is a huge acquisition for the
Venom. He brings with him extensive
experience both on and off the court
and will become a big factor for the
team,” Bowers said.

“Simon has considerable knowl-
edge of the game and will be a great
mentor to our young up and coming
juniors. We look forward to working
closely with him to take the next step
towards a Big V championship for
Warrandyte.”

Trio of talent
all set for
elite comp

By TONY OLIVER

THE grading phases for the rep-
resentative basketball seasons
are well under way with a num-
ber of places in the top competi-
tion, Victorian Championship,
already decided.

At this stage, Warrandyte Ven-
om appears to have three sides
playing in the elite competition.
The Under 12 Boys, courtesy
of a 42-36 win over Whittlesea,
joined the Under 16 and Under
18 Girls in VC. The Under 20
Girls still have a strong chance
and will need to perform in the
upcoming games.

Places in other grades with-
in the Friday night basketball
competition continue to be re-
solved.

Warrandyte had three sides |
in crossover games at Donvale |
Sports Centre. |

Alice Williamson is coaching |
the Under 12 Warrandyte 2 side |
with assistance from Ashley Col- |
lins. Their girls had a strong win |
over Waverley 18-5. The Venom
had a strong second half outscor-
ing their opponents 10-2.

The coaches were happy with
the results and the style of play.

“It was a much better perfor-
mance against good opposition,”
Williamson said after the game.
“It's a very young side but is pro-
gressing extremely well.”

Guard Sophie Cookes top
scored (7) with four coming
from Madeleine de Waard and |
Edyn Harmer.

This puts the girls in the mix for
an Eastern gualifying place.

The Under 18 Boys team de-
feated Camberwell in a regional
crossover game 32-25.

The honours were shared early
in the second half but Camber-
well closed the gap to three
points with over a quarter of the
game remaining.

Key goals at critical times al-
lowed the Venom to take the win,
even after Josh James was forced
off the court with a leg injury.

Matt Tankey and Lockie Moore
top scored with 11 each and had
support from Bill Lavery (4).

The good run for Warrandyte
could not be sustained with the
Under 14 Girls going down to
Nunawading 37-17, after trailing
16-9 at the break.

“Shooting percentage let us
down, but they were the best op-
position we have played against
so far,” coach Kevin Bradford
said after the game. “Overall, a
good defensive effort.”

Courtney Howes (6) top scored

for the Venom while Katelyn
Ramsay and Danya Matorti
scored four each.
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187 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE
Fax:(03) 9844 2228 Email: admin@landfield.com.au
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WARRANDYTE

A home to warm your hearrt

Space and harmony welcomes you to a hght and picturesque
property, with 3 bedrooms plus potential for a 4th. Featuring caesar
stone benches in the kitchen and a movable bench, open fire place
in lounge and spacious theatre. Also equipped with inground pool,
separate spa, double carport, large cubby house and two 9000
litre water tanks.
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WARRANDYTE

One of a kind

A truly wondrous property on an extensive 18 acres, this amazing
family home really does have it all...Not only will this 5 bedroom
Victorian inspired home be sure to impress, this income producing
property lends itself to a plethora of uses, including viticulture,
orchards, trucks or trades, agistment, riding school, trout farm,
home workshop or hobby farm, the choice is yours.
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WARRANDYTE

Plenty of Space and Harmony

This attractive three bedroom plus study (or 4th bedroom) brick
veneer home on 1435m2 approx boasts lounge room with open
fire place, separate dining area, modern kitchen adjacent to a large
family room, master with full ensuite and WIR. A huge timber deck
with doors leading from kitchen and all living areas, ducted heating,
ducted vacuum system, alarm system, quality fittings, bitumen

dnveway and tn&;;arport.
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WARRANDYTE SOUTH

Partnership of Home Plus Business

Outstanding opportunity to “work from home” and run this
successful and well known freehold General Store! Enjoying
excellent street exposure with a strong repeat client base
focusing on stock and horse feed, pet food plus lucrative take-
away business. All under one roofline you'll find the store, office
and a 3BR home offering a kitchen, study, lounge, dining room
(OFP) and an updated bathroom. Extras: GD heating, polished
floorboards plus a large produce shed. Substantial allotment
approx 493m2 with a large customer catchment area. Handy to
schools, buses. Short drive to Ringwood and Eastlink.

KANGAROO GROUND

The hills are alive...

Hear the land singing out for you to create your very own dream
on this fantastic blank canvas... Take full advantage of the 360
degree views of Melbourne on an easily accessible and highly
sought after piece of land. Situated within walking distance
to Kangaroo Ground Primary, General Store, Tennis Club and
Community Oval, the convenience is unbeatable!

LAND SIZE: 32.5 acres (approx.)
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WARRANDYTE

Unlike any other

This unique 3 level home is set high amongst the gum trees in
a quiet lane. Featuring a teenager’s retreat comprising a large
bedroom, ensuite and rumpus all with own entrance. Second
and third level you will find 3 bedrooms (master with WIR and
ensuite), lounge room, modern kitchen with SS applicances,
large meals area and central bathroom. This property boasts
two street frontages, double carport with ample off-street
parking and two ducted heahnq systems.
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! WARRANDYTE

What a Location

Basking on a near level 1/2 acre allotment this weatherboard
home features three bedrooms, lounge with open fireplace,
timber kitchen and meals area, central bathroom, polished
boards throughout, ducted heating and evaporative cooling.
Externally, the property boasts a single garage, huge shed in
need of a little TLC and covered paved entertaining area
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WARRANWOOD

Treetops on Kerry

You will be surprised on every level (there are 4, all with
breathtaking views) of this beautiful home nestled amongst the
bushland. The upper level comprises master BR with WIR and
ensuite and 3 further BRs. The main level includes kitchen, large
meals area, formal lounge with OFP and dining room. Ground
level enjoys another BR, large family room and through the doors
a deck which leads to the pool. All of this plus ducted heating ,
evap cooling for the upper level and air con in the meals area.
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' KANGARGO GROUND
| Where eagles dare

& | Once you have absorbed the breathtaking 360 degree views of

§ amazing home that could evolve on such a desirable piece of
land. With a choice of three building envelopes on two separate
titles, the possibilities are endless. Lot 2 holds an already
established hay shed which can be renovated or utilised as

I extra storage, STCA.

:1 LAND SIZE: 2 x 20 acre lots — 1 x 33 acre lot (approx)
|

! WARRANDYTE

Land of Opportunity

Wander through this 13-acre site of natural bushland and you
can see the potential: hilltop views from Kangaroo Ground to
Warranwood, flat useable land across the ridgeline at the top of
the property, winding driveway, and creeks that trickle through a
gully at your entrance. Amongst trees the vision for a dream home
strengthens in a place untouched by noise and traffic. Share
the native paradise with local platypus, echidnas, and wallabies

LAND SIZE: 13 acres (approx)

and

Landfield will donate $500 to the flood victims.

www.landfield com.au
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