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Included in 
an upgraded 
community 
centre 
A new public library will 
be built in Warrandyte in 
2012/ 13. 

A feasibility study of library 
services in Manningham rec-
om mended a new branch 
library should be integrated 
into the Warrandyte Com-
munity Centre, offering the 
37,000 residents of Mullum 
Mullum Ward local access to 
a full library service. 

This proposal, endorsed by 
council in late June, provides 
for "a small branch library 
to operate five or six days 
a week, with a collection of 
between 10,000 and 15,000 
books". 

Services will include pro-
grams, activities and tech-
nology "reflect-ing local de-
mographic and community 
expectations". 

Mayor, Cr Geoff Gough, said 
a recent survey confirmed 
there is a strong community 
need for a library in the area 
"and the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Centre location is ideal". 

Manningham chief execu-
tive, Lydia Wilson, said coun-
cil has undertaken consulta-
tion with the tenants of the 
centre and representatives 
of other community groups 
and the support from local 
community members in War-
randyte and Wonga Park has 
been very strong. 

"Locating the library branch 
in the refurbished and rejuve-
nated Warrandyte Commu-
nity Centre is a great proposal 
and the facility will become a 
real focal point for the com-
munity. 

"There are wonderful syner-
gies between a library and the 
centre's existing tenants. 

"Council will continue 
to talk to the community 
throughout the planning and 
design phase to ensure the 
facility meets the needs and 
expectations of the users," 
Ms Wilson said . 

Manningham councillor and 
Warrandyte resident, David 

Ellis, has welcomed the an-
nouncement. 

"This will be a good out-
come. The community centre 
needs a focal point and the 
(virtual) library was flagging 
and under-utilised at its previ-
ous location," he said. 

"Going to a library is not 
just a matter of getting a book 
to read. It is an occasion for 
social engagement. 

"Warrandyte is a community 
town. Bringing the library and 
community centre together 
will give that spirit of com-
munity a real focus . 

"In practical terms it will 

NEW LIFE FOR YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
WIDEST RANGE Exchange Engines 

and Cylinder Heads 
Supplied and fitted by the 
"FITTING SPECIALISTS" 

is'a e r' 

provide a central and local 
contact point for council mat-
ters and for arranging access 
to the centre without having 
to travel to council offices in 
Doncaster. 

"Council's provisional capi-
tal expenditure program pro-
vides for $2.6million to be 
spent on the community cen-
tre over the next two years ," 
Cr Ellis said. 

Planning and design of the 
proposed library will be un-
dertaken in 2011/ 12 with con-
struction of the library within 
the community centre expect-
ed to occur in 2012/ 13. 

FREE Sausage Sizzle! Kid's Entertainment! Balloons! 
Wear something RED or r 2:iit = 

Let's fill the oval & say 'NO!' to a tower in our treasured reserve! 
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peter gardiner LLB 

general legal practitioner 
40 years in legal practice 

office 1, 2 colin avenue 
warrandyte 
(adjacent to gokfflelds) 

telephone 9844 1111 
fax 9844 1792 

peterOpgard,ner.com 
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NEXT ISSUE 
Next issue of the Diarywill be published on Wednesday, September 14, 2011. Advertis-
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OUR NEWSPAPER 
The Warrandyte Diary was eslablished in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although ii has 
developed over lhe years, it has relained its strong community character, being produced by 
volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it 
guards its not-for-profrt, non-rommercial slatus and its independenl voice. The Diary carries 
a strong editorial bias towards the people, environmenl and character of the place it serves. 
Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in warrandyle, North Warrandyle, 
South Warrandyle, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood. North Ringwood, Kangaroo 
Ground and Research. 

A SPECIAL PLACE 
Warrandyle (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne For coun less ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyle became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
eslablished its character as a small. self-sustaining community sel in a beautilul river valley. 
Around 1900 the miner;. orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painter; wllo were lounding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense ol independence of Warrandyle 
has been largely relained This newspaper is the voice and true expression ol lhal spiril. 

Simple blinds 
create big changes 

RIVERESQUE 
Curtains & Interiors 

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 

I get the feeling we're being coerced into 
choosing a responsible approach to using energy 

Spot fora village makeover 
66 Il J;~!~J~;;~"er, 

and the fam-
ily quickly took 
their places 

around their new ADHD TV. 
Like the rest of Australia, 

they couldn 't get enough of 
renovation programs and 
couldn 't wait for the first epi-
sode of a new series called, 
"Village Makeover". 

The premise of the show 
was simple. 

They found this run down 
little vi llage that t ime forgot. 
A town planner's opportuni-
ty. Then, while the townsfolk 
were looking the other way, 
they dumped a mysterious 
shipping container in the car 
park. 

Racing against the clock, 
teams of designers, land-
scapers, chippies and 
other renovating chappies 
ripped apart the shops and 
streetscape and set about 
bringing them into the 21st 
century, whether the town 
wanted it or not. 

And the whole thing was 
sponsored by Vodafone. 

The first team moved in 
on the former health food, 
liquor and grocery store that 
had started out as an empty 
shop and after months of 
work emerged from the 
hoardings as an empty shop. 

"The electrician wasn't 
much good," sniggered Nev-
ille. "That's why they were 
the first to be illuminated." 

The next team descended 
on the streetscape itself, 
pulling out the old bluestone 
retaining wall and replac-
ing it wi th state-of-the-art 
ignominious rocks made 
enti rely from recycled milk 
bottles. Timber railings were 
replaced with snazzy stain-
less steel. And steps leading 
down to six car spaces were 
cunningly relocated so they 
led down to six car spaces. 

"I reckon the mason must 
have been stoned!" chortled 
Neville. 

Then came the highlight of 
the show, in which a team of 
local celebrity tradesmen, 
including Dancing With The 
Stars sensation "Crebes" Cre-
ber, deposited themselves 

in the bank and withdrew a 
week later having created a 
long narrow space out of a 
long narrow space. 

"This 'll be a Challen'ge ," 
giggled Neville from the 
folded-double position. 

And sure enough the new 
design was right on the mon-
ey, with modern, unencum-
bered spaces and a fresh, 
friendly ambience. 

Customers now had the 
option of conducting their 
business from the standing 
posit ion with one of the tra-
ditional bank tellers , or pull-
ing up a chair and settling in 
for the afternoon with one of 
the new bank listeners. 

Carpeting featured a 
striking design of coloured 

I ivi ng with ' 
The Trotts 

stripes representing cus-
tomer queues. 

And outdated concepts of 
security involving sturdy 
counters and bulletproof 
glass were clearly a thing of 
the past; instead, would-be 
bank robbers would be ush-
ered into one of two well-ap-
pointed conference rooms 
to discuss their financial 
requirements. Staff had also 
received rigorous training in 
the ancient art of Bendi Go 
Do, and how to neutralise 
agitated customers with a 
staple gun. 

"They couldn't put the 
counter back because they 
don't let counter fitters in 
a bank!" wheezed Neville 
sliding to the floor in convul-
sions. 

"And next week," an-
nounced the compere, "our 
landscapers will be trans-
forming the r iver walk with 
extended fencing, culverts 
and concrete edging." 

"It's really good, all these 
hometown improvements," 
said Narelle. "But they can 
creep up on you, can't they." 

"Before you know it," 
gasped Neville "we'll be just 
another suburb." 

"Neville!" said Narelle. 
"That's not funny." 

ALAN CORNELL 

:« 
CFA 

CFA Regional I Warrandyte I North Warrandyte I South Warrandyte 
Headquarters CFA CFA CFA 

8739 1300 9844 3375 9844 0847 9844 2861 

Wonga Park 
CFA 

9722 1463 
VICTORIAN BUSHFIRE INFORMATION UNE; 1800 240 887 
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Tower: 1200 objections 
and still counting 

by MICHELLE PINI 
Since recent Diary coverage 
of the VCAT outcome, com-
m unity opposition to the 
proposed mobile phone tower 
at Warrandyte Reserve has 
galvanised. 

In a recent website entry, 
Vodafone congratulated them-
selves on securing VCAT ap-
proval for a tower "in the 
leafy suburb of Warrandyte", 
stating that the tower will go 
ahead despite "a sustained 
campaign". 

It claimed that the tower 
will "boost sustainability for 
I 6,000 businesses in Man-
ningham". 

The last phase of the battle is 
approaching, as Manningham 
council considers Vodafone's 
application for a lease of the 
site. More than 1200 objec-
tions have been registered. 

Residents have re-grouped, 
held community meetings, 
formed sub-committees and 
continue to brainstorm new 
and creative ways to get their 
message across to Vodafone 
and council. 

Opponents of the tower say 
they are not against telecom-
munications facilities but 
strongly oppose Vodafone's 
choice of location for this 
particular tower. 

Warrandyte resident , Mr 
Mark Blaser described Voda-
fone's site selection as " flying 
in the lace of the ACMA's 
(Australian Communications 
and Media Authority) code of 
practice". 

The code urges co-location 
by carriers , the avoidance 
of "community sensitive lo-
cations", and community 
consultation in site selection 

among other stipulations . 
Although Vodafone insist their 
community consultation pro-
cess has been "extensive". 

"This is no longer just about 
an inappropriate location, it 
is now about the community 
voice being ignored," local 
resident Paul Dal Sasso told 
the Diary. 

In the wake of the VCAT deci-
sion, Manningham council has 
been inundated with letters 
objecting to the tower; promi-
nent signs reading, "NOda-
lone" and "Warrandyte says 
NO Optus Vodafone" adorned 
Everard Drive in time for mar-
ket day last month and a pro-
test event focused on "family 
fun" is being planned. 

This event is described by 
Mr Dal Sasso as "an attempt 
to voice our concern over the 
lack of a proper planning pro-

cess and appropriate consul-
tation , and the extraordinary 
arrogance shown by Vodafone 
in persisting with this location 
despite overwhelming com-
munity opposition". 

At the June meeting of Man-
ningham council , eleven ques-
tions pertaining to the Voda-
fone tower were read aloud 
by CEO Lydia Wilson with 
most being deferred to allow 
council time to respond. 

Several questions centred 
on concerns highlighted by 
the chief pilot of the Victoria 
Police Air Wing, Mr Ray Pitts, 
about the effect of a 34-metre 
tower on emergency helicop-
ter flights in and out of War-
randyte. 

The oval is the only suitable 
helicopter landing point. This 
information was not available 
when council voted to grant 

the tower permit. (See letter, 
Page 4.) 

The recent announcement 
by the World Health Organi-
sation linking mobile phone 
technology with cancer was 
also the subject of a query, 
as was the opposition of tra-
ditional owners of the reserve, 
the Wurundjeri Tribe Land 
Council. 

The Wurundjeri were not 
consulted when the permi t 
was granted and their later 
request for a Cultural Heri-
tage Management Plan was 
presented at VCAT. 

"The Wurundjeri Tribe Land 
Council disagrees with this 
decision and does no t feel 
that Manningham City Council 
considered the cultural heri-
tage values of the area in its 
decision." Their request was 
denied by VCAT. 

Joining the Wurundjeri and 
a num ber o f local groups. 
Warrandyte Community As-
sociation has added its weight 
to the argument in a letter to 
council which states: "WCA 
urges counci ll o r s t o vote 
again st granting a lease for 
this tower in this location". 

The final stage of the plan-
ning process requires coun-
ci l to vote on whether they 
should lease the land to Vo-
dafone. 

A spec ial su b-committee 
has been formed to review 
information pertaining to this 
lease application. 

Opponents of the tower 
say they intend to continue 
raising questions at future 
counci l meetings. Manning-
ham council is expected to 
vote on this issue on Tuesday, 
September 27. 

Protest planned for 
Warrandyte Reserve 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
The first Saturday in Septem-
ber will see the Warrandyte 
community band together in 
protest against the_ proposed 
Vodafone tower at Warrandyte 
Reserve. 

Residents are urged to con-
gregate on the Warrandyte 
Reserve oval dressed in red 
and white at I pm on Saturday, 
September 3. 

Entertainment and a sausage 
sizzle will be provided, as 
well as sporting activities for 
the kids. 

group member Maedy Colenso 
told the Diary. 

The objective of the event 

The Diary has been informed 
that the proposed tower would 
meet standards set by the Inter-
national Commission for Non-
ionising Radiation Protection, as 
well as the Australian Radiation 
Protection and Nuclear Safety 
Agency; 25 watts wou ld be 
transmitted by the antenna for 
approximately one kilometre, as 
governed by the terrain. 

residents of the implications 
the proposed tower will have 
for Warrandyte. 

"Vodafone. as well as the 
councillors , need to listen 
to the strong voice of War-
randyte residents that says 
we do not want this tower in 
our community," Ms Colenso 
said. 

• ew people have come on 
board , with subgroups organ-
ised and a whole new plan of 
action.-

Locals have plastered the town with banners protesting against the phone tower. 

"We have a subgroup busy 
painting banners for the event. 
It is about getting a crowd on 
the oval in a fun way," protest 

is to garner media interest in 
the protest, and to educate 
and inform councillors and 

The campaign is well and 
truly up and running. with 
1000 bumper stickers handed 
out and banners being paint-
ed for houses and high vi ible 
areas around town. 

Buses are already "laying-over", near the bridge, above 
the Lions tennis courts in Verra Street. 

More bus stop changes in Warrandyte 
Manningham council has announced 
that the transport department in-
tends establishing a "bus zone" in 
Yarra Street near the bridge, above 
the Lions tennis courts, " in response 
to recent congestion around Warran-
dyte Bridge". 

Council has been seeking com-
ments from residents and traders in 
the area regarding the proposal. 

"The purpose of the zone is to 
provide a dedicated lay-over area 
for buses once they have terminated 
their service at this terminus," coun-
cil states. 

"This is to reduce the need for bus-
es to negotiate with parked vehicles 

at this location and to minimise the 
impact on Yarra Street motorists." 

Council claims that " this should 
relieve congestion at the roundabout 
when more than one bus arrives at 
the terminus". 

It is estimated that a total of eight 
car parking spaces will be occupied 
by the bus zone, allowing "sufficient 
room for buses to negotiate entry 
and exit to and from the bus zone". 

Two "bus zone" signs will be erect-
ed and road marking will notify 
motorists of the zone. 

The Diary estimates that the bus 
zone will occupy approximately half 
the parking space currently available. 

Did you know that school uniforms now 
qualify for the education tax rebate? l !B.M.C 

}< -: i :~::;053~~~:~~; As from the 1st July 2011 

Brian Spurrell FCPA Oocal resident) and associate 
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention 

to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice. 

We will visit you. 

"Wt art 1M occounllllm wlto care" 

stas 
P£R&00ffll&t0 TUffTIDO & 

-' ~ffCCOUOTIOG SERVICE& Pit 

Penonallsetl Tuition I 
Accounting Servlcn Pty ltd 
Certified Practising Accountants 
PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113 
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au 

dead, dangerous & large tree specialist 
tree removals - tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal - storm damage- prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice - 24 hour service 

fully insured - experienced climber 

CALL THE PROPER LOPPER 
BEN ON 0417 364178 

Last month we reported the mysterious disappear-
ance of the bus shelter at the bridge. This month we 
can record the reappearance of this attractive-and 
useful-little landmark, rebuilt to its former glory. 
(Pictures by Sandy Burgoyne) 

ET 
GYMNASTICS-
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Old industrial 
site is closing 
Just to let you know a little 
bit of Warrandyte history 
has ended. 

Burbs Engineering and 
the truck park at the round-
about near IGA and the fire 
station on Andersons Creek 
have been given their 
marching orders. They 
have to vacate by July 3 I. 
The developer who bought 
it bas other plans for the 
area but is not ready to dis-
close them at the moment. 

The history of these build-
ings goes back to 1946 
when Alex Edwards built 
the sheds after his return 
from the war to accommo-
date bis business of con-
structing portable build-
ings and PMG exchange 
buildings. 

When Gough Wbitlam 
came to power the change 
in government tendering 
process changed and all 

dear diary __,,,' 
Letters to the Diary on local 
topics are welcome. All letters 
--including emails-must 
include the writer's full 
name, address and phone 
number, even if not intended 
for publication. Letters 
may be edited for reasons 
of style, length or legality. 
Letters can be posted to: 
Warrandyte Diary, PO Box 
209, Warrandyte Vic 3113. 
They can be emailed to: 
warrandytediary@aapt.net. 
au; faxed to: 9844 4168 or left 
in the mail slot in the Diary's 
front door at the Warrandyte 
Community Centre. 

Alex's government work 
ceased. The business 
closed soon after. 

From then the area was 

used for an assortment 
of uses from Mick Austin 
parking his brick trucks 
(from 1985 till now) to Paul 
Osborn motor mechanic 
to Steve Walker with Yarra 
Hire then in 1990 Bob Bird 
moved in bis engineering 
shop, then in 2009 Adam 
Burbidge took over the en-
gineering business under 
bis own name. 

Bird and now Burbs En-
gineering bas for a long 
time been a meeting place 
for a group of tradies and 
business men-young and 
old-to catch up after a 
hard week's work without 
the trimmings of other 
establishments specific to 
that purpose. Where will 
they go now, or will that 
kinsmenship be lost for-
ever? 

Ken Allardice 

Helicopters at Warrandyte Reserve during an emergency services exercise. 

Bye, bye, Burbs: The old indus-
trial complex at the Harris Gully 
Road roundabout. Inset: Bob 
Bird (left) and Adam Burbidge in 
Burbs Engineering. 

CFA chief challenges 
claims on helicopter 
safety requirements 
I write to respond to some 
concerning claims pub-
lished in the article "Tower 
Protest!" ( Warrandy te Diary 
July 2011 ), and letter to the 
editor, "Threat to helicopters" 
(WO July 2011). 

01 most concern is the claim 
a proposed mobile phone 
tower "will impair helicopter 
evacuations" from the War-
randyte Recreational Reserve 
during an emergency. 

During a major fi re , CFA 
would not consider ordering 
the relocation of residents by 
air and any suggestion that 
air evacuation is an option , 
is misplaced. 

The Reserve Elderly Citizens 
building and Reserve Pavilion 

(within the Warrandyte Rec-
reational Reserve) have been 
declared "Neighbourhood 
Safer Places-Place of Last 
Resort" (NSP). 

It is a place to go during a 
major fire when other plans 
have failed . They are not 
inherently safe places to be 
during a bushfire. The safest 
action is to relocate early 
and well away from an area 
at risk of bushfire on a high 
fire risk day. 

Residents should not plan 
to go to their NSP during a 
big fire with an expectation 
they will be evacuated by 
air. 

It is unlikely aircraft would 
be able to overcome the 

smoke, wind and heat of a 
large fire, to repeatedly land 
safely and remove residents 
from the Reserve. 

Water born bing aircraft 
fighting the fire would be 
unlikely to use the Reserve 
and would be deployed from 
a staging point away from 
the fire. 

While CFA neither supports 
nor opposes the plann ed 
phone tower, its impact on 
emergency service aircraft 
during a major fire should not 
be overstated. 

Dave Baker 
Acting Regional Manager 

CFA Eastern Metropolitan 
Region 

Patience required Anti-tower activists impress 
I would like to talk about the buses 
here in Warrandyte. 

When our family came to Warran-
dyte more than JO years ago, there 
was only one bus every hour, that 
is, if it turned up. So please use the 
buses so we can keep them. 

Many children use them to get to 
school and many people use them 
to go shopping. So stop complain-
ing about the bus stops, be patient, 
it really doesn't take that long for 
them to go. 

And if the bus happens to go 
through your road , it's not that bad. 
They don't do burn-0uts and donuts. 

Warrandyte 
Community 
Market 

Under the gum trees, 
on Stiggants Reserve, 
Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
First Saturday of each month 
- except January, 9am-lpm. 
Ample parking. 
Ught refreshments available. 
Enqu1ries: 9844 4495 

Be patient so we can continue to 
have them. 

The Vodafon e t ower is an im-
por tant par t o f our community's 
infras tructure. It will allow us to 
actually use our mobile phones, 
GPSs and computers the way we 
were meant to. I am certain that all 
of us have these items and would 
like to be able to use them without 
them cutting out . 

So please take those ugly signs 
away from my not-sertranquil walk 
along the r iver. 

Agnes Stuyfbergen 
Bradleys Lane 

Alter attending the "last chance" 
meet ing for objection to the lease 
of the proposed telecommunica-
tions tower at Taroona Avenue in 
Warrandyte, I am so impressed 
with the amount of time the or-
ganisers have put into this proj-
ect. They have jobs, families 
and personal commitments, yet 
have found the time to have the 
residents' voices heard. It was also 
great to see those who showed up 
share the passion for this unique 
and beautiful town. 

I have been a resident of Warran-

dyte for 36 years and have bought 
a new home within the 500 metre 
radius of the proposed lease of 
the Vodafone tower which is to be 
34. 15 metres high. It is not only the 
visual aspect that I am objecting to, 
it is the possible health risk to the 
neighbouring centres. 

Warrandyte already has several 
phone towers operating and I be-
lieve this proposed tower will not 
be required, once the other towers 
have been updated, which is in the 
process . 

The proposed lease of the tele-

communications tower for Voda-
phone will not only impact on War-
randyte's environment, but more 
importantly on the children who 
will play directly under the tower 
as it will stand over the oval. 

Some Manningham councillors-
and I do state "some" -are willing 
to side with the telecommunication 
big boys and not our future. 

A huge thank you to Cr David Ell is 
for his support. 

Nicole Van't Foort 
(by email) 
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9 The more people that register the greater the Bulk Buy Deal 
9 Also makes the choice of Green Energy much more affordable, contributing 

to development of renewable energy resources and saving our planet 
9 Open to Residents & Businesses in Warrandyte and Surrounding Suburbs 

Energy Retailers will bid for the combined residents and businesses power 
needs based on the number of registrants who show interest. With the 
assistance of PowerGroup Purchasing. which has negotiated a similar deal 
for Somers residents in Victoria, the retailer offers will be evaluated and 
a local Committee will select the best overall deal. 

This is an opportunity to good to miss out on! 
Registering your interest does not obligate you to proceed with the final offer. 

For more f nformatton and to Register visit the website Now! 
www.warrandytecan.com.au 
WarrandyteCAN (Climate Action Now) is a not-for-profit voluntary 
community group dedicated to reducing polluting carbon emissions 
and to supporting the use of renewable energy. 

------- ------e Deal available far these SUbudJs : 
Warrandvte, Nth Warrandyte, Eltham, 
Panton Hill, Hurstbridge, Wattle Glen, 
Research, Diamond Creek, Doncaster, - - - -- -
Templestowe, Ringwood, Wonga Park, 
Park Orchards, Warranwood, St Andrews, - -
Croydon Nth, Kangaroo Ground -----

e Deal for Residents 
and Businesses 

cp PowerGroup 

www.powergroup.com.au to learn more. 

WarrandY.!ecan 
CUMAT£ ACTION NON 

For more Information from contact: Wayne Rankin 9844 4438, Jill Dixon 98114 3872, David Tonkin 9844 5904 

Registration of Interest closes: 31st August 2011 
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Markers tell 000 operators 
where you are in trouble 
Words and pictures by 
SANDY BURGOYNE 
The Yarra bank at Warrandyte re-
cently became part of the statewide 
emergency marker system . The 
unique alpha-numeric code on each 
of th ese distinctive posts can be 
quoted in a phone call to triple zero 
to pinpoin t where emergency ser-
vices are needed. 

-When you dial triple zero the first 
question you are asked is 'where is 
your emergency'," Jeff Adair, man-
ager of E TA's emergency marker 
program, told the Diary. 

"We normally rely on the name of an 
intersection and in public open space 
there are none of those features. o 
unless they know the area people will 
have difficulty in describing where 
they are. That costs time and until we 
can verify the location of the caller 
we 1,1,;II not despatch services. So the 
faster we can verify their location the 
earlier we can get services to where 
thev are needed." 

ESTA is the Emergency Services 
Telecommunicat ions Authority, 
which is a statutory authority under 
the Department of Justice and is 
solely responsible for the call tak-
ing and despatch of triple zero calls 
within Victoria. 

The IO new emergency markers 
along the Yarra's bank in and around 
Warrandyte are at popular points 
that are away from roads, such as 
the conf luence wi th Andersons 
Creek, opposite the east-end shops 
and behind the old bakery. They join 
more than 1200 across the state, 
where they are positioned in parks , 
reserves, on trails and rail trails and 
at beach access points. 

Other nearby spaces with these 
markers include Rutley Lake Park in 
Doncaster and Sugarloaf Reservoir 
near Christmas Hills . 

-we prescribe the characteristics 
of the sign in terms of its text. Each 
number is unique. It must be a green 
sign wi th whi te text , we prescr ibe 
that . We work in conjunction with 
the land manager for what the sign 
dimensions should be. 

"We can also install emergency 
markers on existing signage or as 
stand alone, that's why you'll see 
some variance in how high they 
are and how big they are," M r Adair 
said. 

The signs on the Yarra bank at War-
randyte are vertical and mounted 
on steel posts , whereas those in 
Burwood's Wattle Park are horizontal 
and closer to the ground. This varia-
t ion is to make the signs as notice-
able as possible in a given location. 

"We have thousands upon thou-
sands of visitors (to Warrandyte) and 
the vast majority of those people do 
not live in the area and they wouldn't 
know the names of the local st reets 
more than likely. 

"So it seems an obv ious choice, 
that even though we are so close 
to Melbourne, to be able to put up 
an emergency marker that allows 
people to quote the alpha-numeric 
code and then we can get services 
to them," Mr Adair said. 

An emergency marker beside the Yarra in Warrandyte. 
The signs on the Yarra bank have 

the prefix MAN to show they are 
within Manningham council bound-
aries. 

"We t ry and give the alpha code 
some meaning, such as Mornington 
Peninsula National Park is MOR, 
Arthurs Seat is ART, and so on," Mr 
Adair said. 

A great deal of information sits be-
hind these alpha-numeric codes on 
the ESTA dispatch database. 

"We have the directional instruc-
tions that guide emergency services 
to these points. So we can immedi-
ately provide the verifiable intersec-
ti ons. It will give them a heading 
- north, south , east or west, a dis-
tance and then some other informa-
tion that will tell them about barriers, 
such as locked gates or chains or 
obstructions to getting to that point. 
So it saves time and we believe it will 
save lives," he said. 

The ESTA emergency marker pro-
gram does not have any connection 
with the emergency location signs 
on some beaches, such as the yellow 
triangles around Phillip Island and 
Bayside council's blue triangles in 

beachside car parks. 
"They were introduced many years 

ago in a private initiative run by 
the Lions Club and they put beach 
markers, with a number system, on 
the east and west coast of Victoria. 
The difficulty with that system is that 
there is no one custodian manag-
ing the data that sits behind them. 
They may have been replaced and 
we don ' t know ii they have been 
replaced to the same location and 
they do not provide the directional 
instructions that (ESTA) emergency 
markers carry. 

"ESTA is the custodian of emer-
gency marker data. We manage it, we 
maintain it, we audit it. With beach 
markers we don ' t know whether 
that's been done or not. 

"Recently one of the Victorian 
coroners made the recommendation 
that these (beach signs) should be 
changed over time to (ESTA) emer-
gency markers," Mr Adair said. 

The rollout of more emergency 
markers is planned in the future, but 
technology also has the potential 
to play a greater part. For instance 
a smart phone application is being 

developed. 
"There is some work being done 

at the moment to lobby the federal 
government to introduce legislative 
change to require mobile phone car-
riers to provide enhanced locational 
information. 

"When you use a land line our 
communications centre can see the 
calling address from where the call 
is being made. Currently while using 
mobile phones the details are shown 
as the billing address and not the 
caller location. We need to require 
legislation to be changed to force 
the carriers to provide that informa-
tion," Mr Adair said. 

"We also need to convince the 
carriers that there is a need and a 
requirement to do so. That could 
take three to five years even though 
mobile phones now have GPS tech-
nology so a caller can provide a GPS 
co-ordinate to our communications 
centre and we can pinpoint their 
location. 

"We would like people to become 
aware of where (the emergency 
markers) are and that information 
can be downloaded from the ESTA 
web page where emergency markers 
will come up on Google Earth. 

"When people are walking in Man-
ningham in many of the public open 
spaces (we ask that they) keep an 
eye open for emergency markers 
so they are prepared for when and 
if they need to use triple zero," Mr 
Adair said. 

• The Google Earth file is available 
for download from the ESTA website: 
www.esta.vic.gov.au www.esta.vic. 
gov.au. Melways street directory 
includes a list of emergency mark-
ers that was current at the time of 

Phone help in 
an emergency 
Always call Triple Zero (000) in 
an emergency. 

You will be asked by Telstra 
which service you require "Po-
lice, Fire or Ambulance?" 

Your call will then be con-
nected to an ESTA communica-
tions centre. 

You will be asked: 
"Where is your emergency?" 
The calltaker verifies the ad-

dress by asking where the near-
est cross street is, or asks for a 
prominent landmark. 

You will then be asked: 
"What is your emergency?" 
The calltaker will ask more 

questions to gather as much 
infonnation as possible. 

Once the calltaker knows 
where and what the emergency 
is, a dispatcher will send the 
emergency services required. 

This happens while the call-
taker continues to ask you 
questions. 

Jeff still working 
for pub I ic safety 

Jeff Adair 

Jeff Adair was Warrandyte 's first 
CFA community liaison officer, 
creating many of our Fireguard 
groups. He was later appointed 
manager of community safety at 
CFA regional headquarters in Lily-
dale. 

Jeff has been in charge of the 
emergency markers program for 
almost five years - since one year 
after its commencement. 

"I went to ESTA and picked up the 
emergency marker program. I was 
straight into it. 

"I have grown the program sig-
nificantly since then. It's a program 
that's resourced by ESTA. We don't 
have government funding for it, so 
that is even more challenging. It's 
about being creative, innovative, 
working with people like the local 
emergency services. 

"Keith Walker in Warrandyte has 
been a fantastic advocate. So it is 
through those types of people and 
that type of support that we get 
emergency markers where they 
are," he told the Diary . 

"I've been with emergency ser-
vices 15 years now - 10 years with 
CFA and coming up to my fifth year 
with ESTA, so for me it is all about 
an initiative that we can put in 
place to create safer communities . 
That's my passion," Mr Adair said. 

"Warrandyte is dear to my heart, 
but so is the community in terms 
of community safety. That's what I 
liked about the CFA and that's what 
I like about working with ESTA." 

Locals pitch in as National Tree Day comes to Warrandyte 
Landcare and conservation 
groups marked National 
Tree day late last month 
with plantlnJS all across 
Australia. Fnends of War-
randyte State Park gathered 
at Pound Bend to replant 
an old house site that had 
existed long before the park 
was declared. They planted 
550 plants "which will assist 
in restoring the site to its 
original ecological vegeta-
tion," FOWSP spokesperson 
Kelly Wooster told the Di-
ary. STEPHEN REYNOLDS 
fronted up and took these 
pictures. 
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CAN'S cheap 
power offer 
is sti II open 
By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
Within three weeks of accept-
ing registrations of interest in 
a community bulk-buy power 
scheme, WarrandyteCAN (Cli-
mate Action Now) received 
almost 300 expressions of 
interest. 

The group has already re-
ceived more expressions of 
interest in the scheme than 
the number of Somers resi-
dents who signed up for the 
money-saving deal last year. 

CAN president, Wayne 
Rankin, said the not-for profit 
group will continue accepting 
registrations until the end of 
August. 

"We're aiming to have the 
cut-off date at the end of 
August. At the end of the day 
we will get whatever we can 
and we will just run with it," 
Mr Rankin said. 

"However, the more people 
who register their interest 
the more likely we are going 
to get a better deal. This is 
a great opportunity to save 
on your energy bills and it's 
risk-free." 

Both households and busi-
nesses in Warrandyte and 
surrounding aeas can ex-
press interest in the scheme, 
which could save individuals 
hundreds of dollars off their 
annual power bills. 

Places included in the 
scheme include Eltham, St 
Andrews, Panton Hill, Hurst-

bridge, Wattle Glen, Research, 
Diamond Creek, Doncaster, 
Templestowe, Ringwood, 
Wonga Park, Park Orchards, 
Warranwood, Croydon 
North-and of course, War-
randyte, North Warrandyte 
and South Warrandyte. 

"We're offering green power 
as well, but of course we can't 
force people. Green power is 
more expensive, but if we're 
getting a discount people can 
think about the environment 
and if they choose, we can put 
that discount towards buying 
green power," Mr Rankin said. 
"We are keen for people to 
take up green power." 

Wayne Rankin stressed that 
at this stage, people are only 
registering their interest and 
are not committing to any-
thing. 

"It's really important that 
people understand that 
they're only registering their 
interest in the deal-they're 
not signing up for anything 
yet, " he said. 

• To express interest in the 
bulk-buy power deal, visit 
www.warrandytecan.com.au 
and fill out an online registra-
tion form. 

• If you do not have internet 
access but would still like to 
register your interest in the 
deal, call one of the follow-
ing numbers: Wayne on 9844 
4438, Jill on 9844 3872 or 
David on 9844 5904. 

Our bank celebrates a 
friendly, brand-new look 
Just when you thought build-
ing work along Yarra Street 
had finished, a major refur-
bishment of the Bendigo 
Community Bank began. 

Completed in a week, the 
transformation follows the 
bank's "network for the fu-
ture" model, with new spaces 
for conversation and private 
discussion. 

"The update was t imely, 
wit h t he b r anch lookin g 
som ewh at dated ," board 
chairman Sarah Wrigley to ld 
the Diary. "The emphasis 

Refurbished: You wouldn't know 
but this was the last day of the 
renovations, when Mark Chal-

len (manager), Chris Barry, Jake 
Humble and John Chapman 

(builders), John Provan (director) 
and Klrrily Sandford (property 
co-ordinator) gathered for the 

last final effort. Inset Business 
as usual. 

is on a modern, contempo-
rary look that allows staff to 
engage in conversations to 
better understand the needs 
of our customers. 

"There is more space to sit 
down for more complex trans-
actions and better facilities to 
allow for faster turnaround 
of simpler transactions," Ms 
Wrigley said. 

• The community is invited 
to come and see t he new 
branch and celebrate with the 
bank on Saturday, August 13, 
between 10am and 12noon. 

Wayne Rankin: Practices what he preaches. 

CAN president has a vision 
Wayne Rankin, an internationally recognised graphic designer, 
started the not-for-profit group Warrandyte Climate Action 
Now-sponsors of the cheaper power project-in early 2007. 

"My vision is really to make Warrandyte a more sustainable 
and better place to live and to lower our carbon footprint," he 
told the Diary. · 

"If you look at the world it's always evolving, but as human 
beings I think we have definitely impacted on climate change. 
People were talking about this back in the 1970s, but govern-
ments have hardly done anything about it." 

WarrandyteCAN has organised several sustainability expos 
and a number of seminars. The group is currently working on 
reducing plastic bags and bottles in Warrandyte. 

Wayne practices what he preaches. At home he recycles and 
uses solar power. He has a sustainable vegetable garden on 
his old tennis court and has built a hothouse with recycled 
materials. 

BRIANNA PIAZZA 

Walle through wattle 
to help defeat cancer 
The town is gearing up 
for the Warrandyte Wall< 
for Life, organised by the 
Warrandyte Lions. 

This major event, raising 
funds for the oncology 
ward at Box Hill Hospital, 
will be held on Sunday, 
August 28, commencing 
at 10am and continuing 
through to 2pm. 

The 2km "stroll" begins 
at the Lions tennis courts 
adjacent to the bridge, 
proceeds along the River 
Walk then returns via 
the footpath along Yarra 
Street, through the village 
and back to the Lions ten-
nis courts. 

"Everyone Is Invited to 
participate," Uons presi-
dent Geoff Taylor told the 
Diary. 

"Families, lndlviduala, 
bualneaes and teams may 
seek spo1180nhlp In any 
way that Is appropriate. 

"Many of our loved ooea 
have benefited from treat-

ment for cancer at Box 
Hill's oncology unit, and 
this is one way for the 
community to express 
its appreciation and sup-
port," Mr Taylor said . 

People In the local 
community were d isap-
pointed when the success-
ful Warrandyte Relay for 
Life, run by the Cancer 
Council, was transferred 
from the Warrandyte Re-
serve to Donvale and re-
named the Manningham 
Relay for Life. 

Warrandyte Lions have 
initiated the Wattle Walk 
In response to many com-
munity requests. 

• Donations can be 
,riven to Lions members 
before commencing the 
Walk, left at the Uons Op-
portunity Shop, Bendli(o 
Bank a«:ount 1225700~. 
Team and Individual reg-
istrations can be made at 
the ()pp Shop or by 
Ina 0428 319 478. 

EmmaRazzi 
Paed1atr1c Speech Pathologist 

180 Research Warrandyte Road 
North Warrandyte. Melbourne 
P: 0423 855 127 F: 9844 1574 
emmalinesp@gmail.com 

We offer in-the-home therapy sessions on weekends 
and late afternoon weekdays 

STONEHOUSE 

AUGUST 
2nd-31st 

SEP 2nd to 
OCT 2nd 

GALLERY 
1 

9"x 5" Exhibition Interpretations of 
Heidelberg School Impressionist paintings 
in pottery, painting and textiles 
The Hen House Fun in the henhouse by 
potters. painters & textile artists 

OCT 4th-31st Outside-ln Garden sculpture in varied mediums 
OPEN DAILY 10am-5pm 

103 Yarra St, Warrandyte 9844 3629 www.stonehousegallery.com 

• Home maintenance Call David 
0419 506 346 • All your gardening needs 

• Lawn mowing including edges 
• Grass clippings removed & clean up 
• Slashing 
• General garden tidy up 

REASONABLE RATES - PENSIONER DISCOUNTS 
HIGH QUALITY WORK - FULLY INSURED 

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS 

sir excavations 
E CAY TOR - BOBC.\T - TIPP R 

II types of Excavation . Driveways. 
• w1mming Pool . Rock placcm 'nt. 

J .5 and 5 tonne Exca\ ators. Rod. hammer. 
Rock grab. I 0m3 Tippers. 

0417 006 69 
·canramal..la) ahoo. om.au 

You're in safe hands 
PAUL J. GILLING 

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566 

ApA 
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SUPA 
VVARRANDVTE 

TOPLESS 
PINEAPPLES 

$14! 
AVOC 

CHICKEN FILLETS 
(BULK) 
SKIN ON $699 

kg 

COOKED 
SEASONED 
CHICKENS 

GREEN 
ZUCCHIN$

149 kg 

2KG BAG WASHED 
POTATOES 
75¢ per1~ s1 4! 
250gm 
STRAWBERRY 

:~~~!TS$, 99 
ea 

MR DONUT 
4PACK 
VARITIES 

BAKER BOBS a,~ 13¢ per 100g .. 

ea 
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All the fun 
of the 
festival 
committee 

Pride in our new place 
By CHERIE MOSELEN 
The banners are down, billycarts 
have been tucked away and the 
sound of live entertainment has 
long since faded-but not all is quiet 
when it comes to "things festival" . 

Gears are shifting as the Warran-
dyte Festival Committee goes into 
action in preparation for next year's 
event. 

A group of 40-plus volunteers, 
the committee meets on a monthly 
basis to design and implement the 
annual festival, Warrandyte's largest 
community event. But there's room 
for more. 

"It's not just an opportunity to 
be part of a large event, but also a 
chance to do something for the com-
munity," a committee spokesperson 
said. "The committee's job is to come 
up with the best way to showcase 
this fabulous village we live in by 
staging an entire weekend of fun and 
entertainment. 

"Sometimes people hear the word 
'committee' and think of endless, 
boring meetings but that is certainly 
not the case with us. We are a very 
creative group and know how to have 
a lot of fun doing it," the spokesper-
son said. 

The committee has a special need 
for someone to coordinate recycling, 
and someone else to help with logis-
tics, but they will welcome anyone 
who would like to make a contribu-
tion or offer new ideas. 

If you would like to be part of this 
group, please contact Adie Courtney, 
festival committee president, on 
0438 443 495. 

• For detailed information and a snap-
shot of festivals past, go to the web-
site at www.warrandytefestival.org. 

Words and pictures by 
SANDY BURGOYNE 
The new streetscape on Yarra Street, 
from the pub to Webb Street, seems 
to be impressing locals with better 
facilities both for parking and for 
pedestrians. 

Access from road level to the raised 
section of footpath near the Bendigo 
Bank has improved for all users, 
with two sets of steps and a wide 
ramp with a gentle rise for wheeled 
carriers. 

Warrandyte Community Asso-
ciation committee member Meindert 
Withoff finds the new ramp better to 
use in his motorised wheelchair. 

"It is much safer for me," he told 
the Diary. 

"It was accessible previously but 
really difficult." 

A Guide Dogs Victoria orienta-

tion and mobility trainer visited 
Mr Withoff, who is vision impaired 
and partially paralysed, early this 
year before commencement of the 
streetscape works . 

"She went with me to orientate 
through Warrandyte and evaluate 
how I would be able to go there by 
myself. 

"When she saw these (original 
ramps) she said they are absolutely 
unsafe. She sent a letter to Manning-
ham council to complain about it, 
because it is not just for wheelchairs 
- it is for people who are vision im-
paired. Even for mums with prams it 
was dangerous," he said. 

WCA has sent a congratulatory 
letter to council commenting on the 
improvement to accessibility ramps 
and enhancement of the streetscape 
and visual amenity of the township. 

The redesign of the retaining wall 
alongside the parking bays outside 
the previous "Gingko" site has great-
ly improved access for passengers of 
parked vehicles. 

The slope of the old blues tone wall 
prevented car doors from fully open-
ing meaning only the most agile of 
passengers could alight. This wall is 
now vertical allowing construction of 
a narrow footpath beside the parking 
bays, with a set of steps leading up 
to the shop level. 

Major construction work has fin-
ished on the streetscape. The tem-
porary enclosure for materials and 
machinery has been removed from 
the Diary Tree carpark and the park-
ing bays are again in use. However an 
important finishing touch remains 
to be done. 

This month Manningham coun-

ci l plans to plant black she--0aks 
(Casuarina) and low shrubs on the 
south side of Yarra Street between 
Webb Street and Whipstick Gully 
Road. 

The shru bs will be native and 
mostly indigenous to the Warrandyte 
area. Half of the work is associated 
with the recent engineering works 
and the rest is upgrading the existing 
planted areas. 

The she-oaks are no doubt to 
provide company for the Casuarina 
growing outside the Bendigo Bank. 
Locals planted this now well estab-
lished tree several years ago in an 
act of "guerrilla gardening". 

These works are the latest in Man-
ningham council's Pride of Place 
project to improve the Yarra Street 
streetscape between Whips tick Gully 
Road and the east end shops. 

,Earth· ony 
Shop l:I Well-Being Centre 

JAZZ CLUB Friday August 26, 8pm 
OPEN MIKE NIGHT Friday August 12, 8pm. Snacks & drinks from 7.30pm 

Classes, Wor1<shops, Groups, Music, M Dance, Exhibitions, Events, Concerts 
THE LOTUS ROOM A beautiful space for cuppas, nibbles, chat, book exchange, 

art gallery. Open Saturdays & Sundays 11am-ish IQ Spm-ish. 
-u/NG t:.NTRII Reiki, Counselling, Readings, Hypnotherapy, Ego State Therapy, 

Ear Candling, Past Life Regression, Cutting tile Ties That Bind, Massage_. by appointment 

FREE 
Or CHARGE 
HOUSE-SITTER 

Local mature 
woman 

For contact, 
please leave phone 

number 

Marcus 
Clifton 
0412139 42.0 
Fax: 9844 3706 
20 years experience 
in the area 

OSTEOPATH 
in Warrandyte 

An Osteopath can help with: 
• back & neck pain 
• headaches & migraines 
• joint pain 
• sports injuries 
• sciatica 
• back pain with pregnancy 
• and much more ... 

Warrandyte Osteopathy 
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road 
Warrandyte 9844 2465 

di-y@live.com.au 

LOCAL COMPUTER REPAIRS 
All aspects private and 

business solutions & advice 
VIRUS REMOVAL - DATA RECOVERY 
UPGRADES - REPAIRS - NETWORKS 

and more ... 
0449 697 814 

Take advantage 
of Winter mid-week 

specials at 

AIR~n INlH 
3BR mudbrick house 

on 2 acres of iron barks. 
3 minutes to beach 

Ring 98441540 
www.wytaliba.com.au 

Painter C-
Decorator 

Business Cards ,---------------, 
1 Professional : 

Business Cards • 
I 

' 
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Awards for study 

Chloe loves her French 
lessons. 

Creek Kids 
say 'Bonjour' 
to French 

What do horses and comput-
ers have in common? In this 
case, it was a passion for these 
subjects that led two top War-
randyte High students to take 
a more practical approach to 
their VCE studies. 

2010 Warrandyte High school 
captain, Keith Offer and high 
achiever, Emma Bence have 
just won the national Austra-
lian Vocational Student Prize. 
This award promotes voca-
tional education at school 
and recognises students who 
choose to pursue a practical 
training pathway while com-
pleting their senior secondary 
studies . 

"Both Emma and Keith un-
dertook their Year 12 voca-
tional studies whilst they were 
in Year 11 and both achieved 
results in the top five students 
in the state, winning a pres-
t igious Premier 's Award for 
their excellent result," Claire 
Bloom, WHS vocational edu-
cational teacher said. 

"Keith studied Multimedia 
as he liked the idea of a hands-
on subject that involved IT, an 
area of keen interest for him. 

His experiences helping his 
fellow Multimedia students 
with things such as complex 
programming tasks , helped 
h im decide on a career in 
teaching; and he is currently 
undertaking a double degree 
in science and education . 

"Emma undertook Certi ficate 
JI in Equine Industry. She has 
owned and cared for horses 
for more than 10 years and was 
attracted to the idea of trans-
lating this experience into a 
VCE study," Ms Bloom said . 

Emma's studies involved a 
variety of practical activities 
such as visiting a vet clinic 
and ho rse properti es, par-
ticipat ing in the runn ing of 
local horse competit ions and 
work placement with a r iding 
school where she assis ted in 
training young children in rid-
ing and caring for horses. Fur-
thermore, Emma volunteered 
to assist at a number of pony 
club competitions. 

"Emma was a peer support 
leader at Warrandyte High, 
and is now studying biomedi-
cal science at Deakin Univer-
sity," Ms Bloom said. 

Budding linguists from Ander-
sons Creek Primary School 
have been making the weekly 
trip to Doncaster to partici-
pate in a French language club, 
but thanks to the support of 
their parents and their school 
they will have their own club 
up and running this ter m . North kinder enrolment 

"It's incredibly rewarding to 
share my language skills with 
the local community and it's 
been great to have the sup-
port of the Anderson 's Creek 
parents," French teacher Ra-
chel Lee told the Diary. "As 
well as learning the language, 
children are learn ing about 
French culture, cuisine, tradi-
tions and daily life." 

The clu b i s runni n g o n 
Wednesdays fr om 3.45 to 
4.45pm. Parents who are in-
terested in thei r children 
participating in a free trial can 
contact Rachel Lee on 0438 
350 150, rachel.lee@lcfclubs. 
com.au or visit http://www. 
lcfclubs.com.au. 

Nor th Warrandyte parents 
can now enro l their kids in 
four-year old kinder at Yarra 
Warra Preschool two years in 
advance. 

From August I this year, 
all Nillumbik parents will be 
able to enrol their children 
in four-year-old preschool 
from the first week of March, 
two years before they attend, 
rather than waiting to enrol 
on their second birthday, as 
previously required . 

"By opening registrations 
for all Nillumbik preschools 
on the cent r al enrolment 
system at once, council is 
eliminating any disadvantage 

to children's registrations be-
cause of their date of birth," a 
council spokesperson said. 

"The change to our registra-
tion means all families are 
encouraged to submit their 
registration forms in the fi rst 
week of March, giving them 
the optimum chance of get-
ting an offer from one of their 
preferred preschools. 

"The earlier families register, 
the more likely it is that their 
child will receive a place at 
their preferred preschool ," 
the spokesperson said. 

• For more information call 
9433 3161 or email preschool@ 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au. 

. 
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Land Management Incentive 
Program Now Open 
Nillumbik Shire Council 's Land Management Incentive Program is now open 
for 2011 -2012. 

The program offers three types of flexible grants to support a range of 
integrated land management activities for private landowners. 

Available are small grants up to $250; medium grants up to $2,000 and the 
large Community Action Group Support Grant up to $15,000. 

Council's Land Management Officers will provide technical advice and support 

at a property visit as part of the application process. 

Expressions of interest for Round One close Friday 9 September 2011 . 

Council is hosting a free information session on sustainable property 
management which will include information on th is incentive program. 

Come along to this session to find out how you can access advice and 
assistance to manage your property sustainably. 

When: Saturday 13 August, 1 pm - 4pm 
Where: Edendale Farm, Gastons Road, Eltham (Metway 22 A 1) 
Bookings are essential: call 9433 3316 to reserve your place 

For further details about the program and to obtain an expression of interest 
form visit www.nillumbik.yic.gov.au > Environment > Land Management and 
Incentives, or contact Jackie Waring, Land Management Project Officer 

on 9433 3214. 

www.nillumb1k.vic.9ov.au 
9433 3111 

Littlies can 
visit the 
learning tree 

Young families with children 
under five, who live in non-
urban areas o f Nillumbik, 
now have access to a free, 
mobile learning and play 
activity. 

The program is available at 
North Warrandyte Commu-
nity Centre in Research Road 
each Wednesday, between 
10.30am and 12noon. 

The program, funded by 
Nillumbik Best Start and 
deliver ed by council in 
conjunction with the Yarra 
Plenty Regional Library Ser-
vice, has been established 
to give young families living 
in non-urban areas access to 
high quality, family-friendly 
activities at no cost. 

En t itled t h e Nil lu m b i k 
Learning Tree, the program 
visits North Warrandyte, Ar-
thurs Creek, Panton Hill and 
St Andrews each week. 

"Parents and their children 
can par ticipate in any ses-
sion convenient for them, 
as often as they like, and 
enjoy learning li teracy and 
numer acy sk ills t hrough 
play, artis t ic exp r ession 
and music , p rov ided by 
early childhood educators 
and specialis ts," a council 
spokesperson said. 

"Chil d r en w h o become 
members of the Nillumbik 
Learning Tree can join the 
Tree House Club and re-
ceive a free scrapbook, bag, 
badge, art materials , activi-
ties and information to take 
home each week." 

• Call 9433 3135, email 
familyser v ices@ni llumbik. 
v i e.gov.au or v isit www. 
nillumbikfamilies.com. 

TOM KERKHOF 
Ttlt VI SION 
Servicing the area for 40 years 

2>tJ"VIU h 
Televisions, Stereo Systems 
DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves 

Digital Set Top Box Systems 
Installed, etc. 

Phone 9844 3970 
Mobile 0408 175 274 
2, M1tcllell A.f 1./Jarrancl.tP 

Kids champion animals 
During term 2, the Level 1 kids at Warrandyte Primary School visited the 
Diamond Creek Donkey Shelter as part of their program learning about 
farm animals and their needs. This inspired interest in the RSPCA "and 
the preps were on a mission to help," teacher Gaby Chitiz told the Diary. 
"They organised a 'drop-off zone' to collect blankets, newspaper, towels 
and sheets," Ms Chitiz said. "The children decided to have an exhibition 
to showcase the results of their research." For a gold coin donation you 
could see the paintings and dioramas they have made with art teacher 
Angela. "The Preps raised $112.30, which will be enough to sponsor a 
donkey for 12 months," Ms Chitiz said. 

• Pictured are two young animal lovers with materials they collected. 

Warrand~te 
Veterinary Clinic 

Dr Derek J. Fairley tB.V.Sc.) 
Dr Stuart Turner tB.V.Sc.) 

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & 
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte 

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071 

Earth people 
Gorden & Property Maintenance 

Small Renovations 
General Handyman 

Concreting, Paving & 
Landscaping 

Bill CONNOLLY 
9879 9843 

0449 904 060 
eorthpeople@bigpond.com 

DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS 

"The Diary's the best newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Ock!" SHAPES 

BOBCAT & 
EXCAVATOR 11 lt's the only newspaper 

published in Warrandyte, Clyde!" 
FOR ADVERTISING CALL 9844 0555 

DIARY MINI ADS 
CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings 
and child naming. All areas. Bruce 
Shand, JP. Phone 9879 6726. 
www.bruceshand.com.au 
CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful 
ceremonies for all occasions. John 
Byrne 9844 2155, 0418 995189. 
MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024. 
DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified 
structural , civil and geotechnical 
draftsman, 32 yrs, {Autocad 25 yrs). 
Ring Ian 0401060191. 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE Quality, 
dry, 12" length. Pick up $80 6'x4' 
traller. Ring Ken 9722 1548. 

HOUSE PAINTING Call your local 
painter for friendly and efficient 
service. No job too small . Seniors' 
discount available. Phone Clint's 
Progressive Painting Service 9844 
4969 or 0424 731 830. 
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICERlngTeny0409411943 
or leave a message on 9722 2582. 
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE: Exp-
erienced Grandma. First Aid cert-
ificate and police check. Contact 
Robln98443888or0408001306. 
Price negotiable. 

WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest 
way to send your message to the 
Warrandyte community. $5.S0for 4 
lines, then $1 each additional line, 
prepaid. Phone 9844 0656. 

PHONE 9844 2117 
0410402046 

SHOP 
LOCALLY 

MECHANICS INSTITUTE 

HALL 
FOR HIRE 

9878 9668 or 0408 443 368 



Green Wedge: red alert! 
HAT would War-
randyte look like 
without surrounding 
bush and rural open 
spaces? 

State planning minister Matthew 
Guy has called for suburban coun-
cils to identify those parts of their 
Green Wedges that they may con-
sider ripe for development. 

In fact the status of all 12 of 
Melbourne's Green Wedges may be 
about to change. Minister Guy also 
foreshadowed that the government 
will look at relaxing permissible 
uses within these zones-possibly 
to allow, for example, retirement 
villages, schools and nursing 
homes. Clearly anything left would 
not be a Green Wedge worthy of 
the name. Whether open space is 
lost beneath a retirement village 
or a housing estate is a distinction 
not worth making. 

Of course, Minister Guy talks of 
"broad community consultation". 
How hollow that sounds. Any 
government with a serious com-
mitment to the Green Wedges as a 
core part of planning policy would 
not be buck-passing the decision to 
local councils. Where is the point, 
unless to "outsource" responsibil-
ity for any political backlash? 

This is not a reassuring situation 
for anyone who sees the value of 
our Green Wedges. In any given 
Green Wedge municipality urban 
constituents and their council 
representatives can be expected 
to outnumber those of the rural 
areas-this is certainly the case in 
Manningham and Nillumbik. 

Never mind local MP Ryan Smith 
(also minister for climate change 
and the environment) distanc-
ing himself by telling the Diary, 
"I would not expect Manningham 
council to suggest any changes." 
As a Manningham councillor, I can 
inform the minister that if it came 
to a vote on a small excision, or 
even a large one, he would be well 
advised not to bet money on the 
result either way. He knows, and 
I have said it previously: if this 
matter is left to local councils any 
Green Wedge could stand or fall on 
the vote of a single councillor. 

That is neither good government 
nor good planning. Of course local 
councils need to be heard on major 
planning matters, but in this case 
the planning minister is prospect-
ing for grounds to avoid what is 
clearly a central planning respon-
sibility. If ever an area of planning 
policy called for leadership and 
genuine commitment at state level, 
this is it. Melbourne needs a con-

By DAVID ELLIS 

sistent and unified planning vision, 
not a divide-and-conquer strategy. 

Around the world farsighted 
urban planners have long recog-

. . 

We thought this fight was over ... 

ners, developers, landholders and 
the community at large. 

While there is uncertainty, or 
any suggestion of modification to 
Green Wedge provisions, some 
existing landholders are bound to 
feel dissatisfied . The position of 
landholders certainly needs to be 
recognised, given that they are in 
effect providing an unsubsidised 

How Jock saw our Green Wedge battle in-August 1988. 

nised the value of alternating areas 
of concentrated population with 
contiguous open space, not for 
aesthetic and recreational reasons 
alone but also for environmental 
conservation and to meet the chal-
lenges of climate change, including 
local food security. That last issue 
has as yet barely come to general 
public attention, but it will. 

This is not to argue against all 
urban growth, although size con-
straints and service capacity will 
be important factors in any sen-
sible plan for Melbourne. Growth 
can be accom)l1odated, and wel-
comed, in more intensively urban-
ised areas. That model has proven 
popular in inner urban areas and 
a similar model already underlies 
transformative planning for future 
population growth in areas like 
Doncaster Hill. Retention of unur-
banised open spaces must be a 
concomitant and integral part of all 
such planning-and a permanent 
one, something that is known and 
can be relied on by council plan-

benefit to the community and the 
city as a whole. I expect that in few 
or--even no-cases will this need 
to be a matter of compensation 
since the Green Wedge areas have 
been established in areas of pre-
existing rural and other non-urban 
use, but there may be fair grounds 
for adjustment in things like land 
tax and council rates. But as far as 
open space goes, we already have a 
plan. We should stick with it. 

It seems that Mr Baillieu and his 
cabinet don't share this view or 
any such permanent commitment, 
apparently regarding the Green 
Wedges as a temporary land-bank 
to be plunder~d for quick and easy 
development as needed. Minister 
Guy speaks of the need for more 
land acquisition in order to address 
housing affordability. In reality, re-
search in 2010 revealed widespread 
land-banking in Melbourne (an es ti-
mated 70,000 lots currently on hold 
by private investors and a further 
25,000 held by the government's 
own Urban Land Authority). 

As the debate warms up, expect 
to hear supporters of the Green 
Wedge accused of wanting to dis-
advantage young home buyers, or 
the elderly in the case of notional 
retirement and aged-care accom-
modation. This charge is as silly 
as it is dishones t. Retirement and 
aged-care facilit ies can be readily 
es tablished and operate well in 

presently popu-
lated areas. More 
credi ble reasons 
for escalating 
housing prices 
can be fou nd in 
the high level of 
incoming foreign 
investment and 
the effect of the 
Commonwealth 
fi rst home buy-
ers' grant. House 
prices and short-
ages will also be 
addressed far 
more effectively 
through develor>-
ment in those 
areas already 
zoned for con-
centrated urban 
living, which as 
noted has proven 
a popular part of 
the housing mix. 

Melbourne's 
Green Wedges are 
historically the 
land left unser-
viced by the city's 
earlier develor>-

ment-that is, without rail services 
and trunkline sewerage. If not for 
the absence of both th ings, the 
open space we now value would 
have long since disappeared in the 
largely unplanned and unsuper-
vised expansion of the 1960s and 
'70s. We should take no comfort 
from earlier assurances by Ryan 
Smith that urban expansion will 
be limited to growth corridors. In 
the absence of any commitment by 
this government to a defined urban 
growth boundary, what constitutes 
a growth corridor? Answer: Rail 
transport and sewerage services. 
Prepare for both. 

One welcome initiative of the new 
government has been the commit-
ment to a feas ibility study for a 
rail link along the Eas tern Freeway. 
If this comes to frui tion, it will be 
a very useful investment in Mel-
bourne's public transport network 
and a necessary service for urban 
precincts like Doncas ter Hill-as 
noted, al ready marked out to ac-
commodate anticipated population 

increases. Through road-based 
feeder services, the rail could also 
greatly benefit the existing com-
munities of Donvale, Park Orchards 
and South Warrandyte. 

Will it also lead to pressure to 
develop adjacent rural areas? In-
evitably. 

Another factor is the expansion 
of local sewerage services by Yarra 
Valley Water in Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards and Wonga Park. It was 
originally a feature of this proj-
ect that it would include a "third 
pipe" network to reticulate treated 
wastewater to local agricultural 
and horticultural enterprises. That 
part of the project, we are told, has 
now been abandoned-something 
that I will continue to pursue-but 
the key point here is that sewer 
line extensions will continue. with 
inevitable implications for subdivi-
sional potential. 

It would be a mistake to reject 
either the sewerage services or 
Doncaster rail solely to pre-empt 
development. Good planning is not 
achieved by spoiler tactics. Still, 
residents of Warrandyte and near-
by areas will need to be very clear 
in their expectations. My view is 
that development is a constant 
reality but it is the duty of those in 
public positions to ensure that this 
happens in a way that recognises 
the value and necessity of retained 
open space-and which doesn 't 
involve growing opportunistically 
in response only to market specu-
lation. 

It would also be a mistake for the 
people of Warrandyte to assume "it 
won't happen here". Minister Guy's 
formula means Green Wedges can 
be progressively dismantled wher-
ever local political opportunities 
allow, starting with the weakest 
links but ultimately breaking the 
entire chain. 

The open spaces of illumbik and 
Manningham will not long remain 
undisturbed if others are sub-
sumed. Our best hope to retain the 
environment we value in Warran-
dyte is to make it part of a reliable 
vision and commitment by all sides 
of government at state level. It will 
advantage neither Warrandyte nor 
Melbourne for our Green Wedge, or 
some residue of it, to be preserved 
as a future environmental curios-
ity, a relic of the open space Mel-
bourne used to have. 

(David Ellis is a Warrandvte resi-
dent councillor on Manningham City 
Council.) 

• The Diary welcomes readers· 
letters on this topic. 

Your say on Jumping Creek Road 
Words and picture by 
SANDY BURGOYNE 
Manningham council has re-
leased the draft strategy and 
associated documents for the 
proposed rebuild of Jumping 
Creek Road between Warran-
dyte and Wonga Park. 

In 2004 council received a 
90-signature petition from 
residents "formally requesting 
council explore all avenues to 
improve safety along Jum(>-
ing Creek Road , including 
roadside reserves, without 
destroying roadside vegeta-
tion and rural character". 

The main strategy docu-
ments states "the prepara-
tion of this strategy is in part 
a response to the petition 
along with recognition that 
the current road standard is 
inadequate for the current 
traffic volume, for possible 
future growth, and the need 
to achieve a balanced solution 
between safety, the environ-
ment and aesthetics." 

Manningham council con-
siders Jumping Creek Road 
to be a Council Link road 
(previously know as a Coun-
cil Arterial) and the stratel{Y 

states "given that Jumping 
Creek Road is classified as a 
Council Link (Arterial) Road, 
its function is to carry high 
volumes of traffic". 

Council has spent several 
years planning the upgrade 
of Jumping Creek Road and 
commissioned consultants to 
conductsurveys. Forinstance 
Ecology Partners conducted a 
flora and fauna assessment in 
2006/7 and followed up with a 
spring survey in 2010. These 
documents are available for 
download from council's web-
site. 

In 2006 a road safety audit 
was conducted along the 
length of the road and many 
shortcomings were identified. 
Over the past five years minor 
works have been carried out 
to improve safety. These in-
clude installation of a guard 
rail , replacement of curve 
alignment markers to better 
delineate corners and instal-
lation of RRPMs (raised reflec-
tive pavement markers). 

However, council engineers 
consider Jumping Creek Road 
to be substandard for the 
number of vehicles it carries. 

Traffic counts during the plan-
ning stage show a daily aver-
age of 7600. At an expected 
increase of 3 to 4 per cent 
per annum this would mean 
15,200 vehicles per day within 
20 years. 

Jumping Creek Road is the 
sole means of access for many 
properties between Warran-
dyte and Wonga Park and 
residents could be at risk 
evacuating from there during 
a fire emergency. 

"Fire risk is a primary driv-
er for these proposed road 
works," Leigh Harrison, Man-
ningham council's director of 
assets and engineering told 
the Diary. 

This major road project is 
expected to commence in 
the 2016/17 financial year 
and continue for five years. 
The road will be divided into 
five sections and work will 
be completed on each before 
moving on to the next section. 
Road works will not be carried 
out during the fire danger 
period. 

Now Manningham council 
wants to hear from you. 

"We welcome comments 

from the public," Mr Harrison 
said. 

• Hard copies of the draft 
strategy documents can be 
viewed at council offices, 699 
Doncaster Road, Doncaster or 
Warrandyte Community Cen-
tre, 168 Yarra Street, Warran-
dyte. Council 's major projects 
engineer can be contacted on 
9846 0564. 

All draft strategy documents 
can be downloaded from Man-
ningham council's website at: 
www.manningham.vic .gov. 
au. Click on the "Council" 
button, select "Consultation/ 
engagement", then "Jumping 
Creek Road Draft Strategy". 
The following link will take 
you direct to the appropriate 
page: tinyurl.com/3ob6ex9. 
Check the size of each file 
before downloading as some 
are large. 

Council will receive written 
submissions from the pub-
lic until 5pm on September 
16, 2011. By email send to: 
manningham@manningham. 
vie.gov.au; by post to: Jumr>-
ing Creek Road Draft Strategy, 
Mannlngham City Council, PO 
Box l, Doncaster, 3108. 
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BCP Consnuctions & Earthmoving 
EXCAVATION-EARTHMOVING EXPERTS mm 

Brad 0404129 801 
•lllll'IIS 
•h'leq ltes 
• tnde 1rtces 

MINI EXCAVATORS - BOBCATS - DOZERS - TIPPERS 

Cont.au 
, 

0 {<u~ifin.?t.. r ~.;/uRes<1 ""' 
Jacque/me Bell 
Dent.al Prosthl!tlst 

Experience The Difference 

• Natural Looking Dentures • Laminated Mouchguards 
• Relines and Repairs • On The Spot Health Claims 

tinshedgallery 
at the bridge roundabout 

Warrandyte 

Original artworks by 
Jo Kline - Georgia Clark - Fiona Fisher 

Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
11am-3pm 

or by appointment 9737 0732, 0419 379 733 

987 7-78 44 295ASp,;~held Ro~d 
Nunawading V,c 3131 

www.bondlocks.ccrn.av 

Natural portraits of 
childre and famil ies 

in Warrandyte 

Cornple•e portrail 
packages fr'()m $375 

1096 discount W11h Ins ad! 

0435495 907 
aJana.phiUips@me.com 

alanaphi hpspnotography,eom =-

J: phill ips 0 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Toxot1on Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement Service 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/ H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

certified Practising Accountants 

Musical Dad's Day 
out of the in box , ) 
By JUDY GREEN 

To help dads relax on Fathers' 
Day, the Warrandyte Business 
Association has organised 
Brekky, Brunch & Bands to 
take place from 10am to 1pm 
on Sunday, September 4. Lo-
cal entertainers will perform 
outside selected locations in 
Warrandyte including Three 
Wise Men at the Four Sea-
sons Cafe, Teskey Brothers at 
the Roundabout Cafe, Angie 
Moon at the Cocoa Moon 
Cafe, Richard Costello at the 
Warrandyte Cafe and Ella 
Thompson in the Goldfields 
courtyard. 

Interchurch 
The four local churches are 
holding a dinner at Club 
Ringwood on Friday, August 
19 at 6.30pm. Cost is $35 and 
tickets can be obtained from 
Bill Valentine on 9844 2193. 
Everyone is cordially invited. 

Seniors 
Warrandyte Senior Citizens 
Club will hold their annu-
al general meeting at their 
Taroona Avenue centre on 
Thursday, August 18 at 12pm. 
Business will include election 
of office bearers and commit-
tee members. 

Walks 
The next FOWSP/Manning-
ham nature walk with Cathy 
Willis will be following Mul-
lum Mullum from Deep Creek 
Road to Heads Road. Rated as 
diffi cult, this 6 kilometre walk, 
commencing at 9.30am, will 
take about three hours and 
involve river crossings and 
water quality testing. To book 
call 9840 9124. 

Market 
The next Park Orchards Farm-
ers Market, held at the rear 
of the Park Orchards shops, 
wi ll be on Saturday, August 
20 from 9am to 1pm. Thi s 
market is organ ised by the 
Park Orchards Ratepayers As-
sociation and Park Orchards 
Lions. Any enquiries to 0409 
417 369. 

Seminar 
The next Manningham Envi-
ronmental Seminar to be held 
at the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Centre, 168 Yarra Street, 
will commence at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday, September 7. It 
is entitled Invertebrate Di-
versity in Tree Canopies and 
will be conducted by An na 
Burns from Monash Univer-
sity. These seminars are free. 

Bands 
"Catfish Voodoo Live" will be 
playi ng at the next month ly 
Warrandyte RSL Bands by the 
Bridge. This dynami c local 
Blues band will perform on 
Sunday, August 28. Doors will 
be open from 4pm to 8pm . 
Everyone welcome. 

Harmony 
On Friday, August 12 at 8pm, 
Ea rth Har mony is s tagi ng 
their Open Mike Nite Cafe. 
On Friday, August 26 they are 
presenting their Jazz Club-
also at 8pm-featuring Diana 
Clark, Doug de Vries and Ken 
Murray. Further detai ls from 
9844 5155. 

Felting 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House will conduct a c lass 
in the ancient art of fe lting 
from 2pm to 5pm on Sunday, 
September 11. You will learn 
how to blend wools to create 
your own colours and make 
a felt scarf or shawl. Cost is 
$60 with materials supplied . 
To book call 9844 1839. 

Quest for guest cartoonists 

Fancy younelf as a Diary cartoonist? Give It a go! We are seeking black and white cartoooa 
for tllia spot from tyro local artuU. Keep the subject local, make sure they can be "scaled" 
down to the size of tllia space (12cm wide x 9cm deep), email them to warrandytedlary@aapt. 
net.au; by post to PO Box 209, Warrandyte 3113; or drop them through the slot In our office 
front door at the Warrandyte Community Centre. Get drawing! 

A photographic competi-
tion is being held in the 
lead-up to Manningham 
council's Heritage Week 
(October 12-19). They 
are seeking personal and 
unique views of Manning-
ham's heritage. Enquiries 
to Cristina Rivero on 9840 
9121 or Samantha Cimati 
on 9840 9129. 

"''"' 
artyfacts ~) 

Warrandyte wa t e rco lou r 
painter Tony Northover is 
currently present ing an ex-
hibition entitled "Exhibition 
Eclectic" at the Chapel on 
Station Gallery, corner Station 
Street and Ell ingworth Road, 
Box Hil l. The exhibi tion will 
close on Sunday, August 14. 
You can meet the artist on 
that day between 4.30pm to 
6.30pm. Gall ery hours are 
Friday, 11 .30am to 3pm; Satur-
day, 1pm to 4pm and Sunday 
4.30pm to 7pm. 

Artists 
Nillumbik Shire Council , in 
partnership with Parks Victo-
ria, invites contemporary art-
ists working in any medium to 
apply for a live-in residency of 
up to four months in one of 
two properties located in Nil-
lumbik-Birrarung and River 
Bend. Applications close at 
4pm on Friday, October 7. For 
further information call 9433 
3359 or visit www.nillumbik. 
vie.gov.au. 

Stonehouse 
The Stonehouse Gallery, 103 
Yarra Street, Warrandyte is 
currently holding a "9 x 5" 
Exhibition, based on the Hei-
del berg impressionists origi-
nal "9 x 5" held in Melbourne 
in August 1889. Stonehouse 
artists, along with a number 
of guest artists, have explored 
this format In a variety of 
media. The Heidelberg School 
of artists painted along the 
Yarra, including Warrandyte. 
The gallery Is open from I Oam 
to 5pm dally. 
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Above: Walter 
Magilton at work. 

Right: A triptych 
Inspired by Black 

Saturday. 

Walter shows his 
life in his artwork 
A LMOST everyone 

in Warrandyte 
knows Walter 
Magilton, the whis-
kery little bloke in 

the bowler hat. But did you 
know he was one of our most 
distinguished artists? 

Manningham Gallery has 
decided to honour Walter with 
a major exhibition celebrating 
his 60 years as an artist. 

The exhibition will feature a 
wide range of his work, includ-
ing painting, sculpture and 
metalwork, created over 60 
years. The show will highlight 
his realist landscapes and 
recent still life watercolours, 
painted while on residence 
in China. 

Walter has exhibited ex-

tensively in Australia and 
overseas and has received a 
variety of awards and com-
mendations. 

The exhibition will open 
on Wednesday, August 17 
and continue until Sunday, 
September 3. 

Walter will conduct a free 
artist floor talk at 2.30pm on 
Saturday, August 20 and a free 
painting demonstration at 
2pm on Wednesday, August 
31, both at the gallery. 

• Manningham Gallery is 
located at the council offices, 
699 Doncaster Road , Don-
caster and is open Tuesday 
to Friday, I lam to 5pm and 
Saturday, 2pm to 5pm. Admis-
sion is free. 

Cherry Manders and her award-winning painting. 

Cherry pips the field 
ARR AN DYTE 
arti st Cher r y 
Mand e r s has 
been awarded 
th e Norma 

Bull Natural ist ic Portrai-
ture Schola rs hip for 2011. 

- This much coveted scholar-
ship is bienniel, acquisitional 
and carries with it a $5000 cash 
prize. The award was pre-
sented by the president of the 
Victorian Artists Society, Greg 
Smith at a special event held 
in East Melbourne last month. 

The winning painting depicts 
an artist mid-point between vi-
sualisation and actualisation. 

"My palette was a mix of 

turquoise and violet as a con-
trasting harmony to the warm 
skin tones ," Cherry said. "Pe-
ter Smales was my chosen 
subject as I often watched him 
painting and demonstrating." 

Cherry has won numerous 
art prizes in a long career, 
including twice winning the 
McCubbin prize. 

"You really need to give 
yourself over to it totally, 
adhere absolutely to the ex-
pectations of the competition, 
and finish it to the highest 
level if you want to win com-
petitions of this calibre." 

JEREMY LOFTUS-HIU.S 

gardiner mcinnes 

To l'ICII• • C11 a.Jk and n1C1iwe cu lataet open-for-npectlon times simply SMS the property code to: 0427 873 839 (standard lffl8 ratN apply) 
.... 7 ••••• .......... ••tr..... t 9844 0052 wlolll 0427 310 512 ..... , 0413 947 876 -~.oom 
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Billanook College Saturday Morning Tour 

197 Cardigan Road Mooroolbark 
Billanook College charter buses 

service the Warrandyte area 

THAI RESTAURANT 

188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
(opposite the Bakery) 

Saturday 
10.15am for a 10.30am start 
> Tours led by students and staff follow 

morning tea - RSVP Essential 

To RSVP Tel: 9724 4237 
registrar@billanook.vic.edu.au 
www.biltanook.vic.edu.au 
Co-educational Early Learning - VCE 

Phone 9844 5778 

Happy Birthday 
Vanilla Orchid! 
Vanilla Orchid has just celebrated 
its 1st Birthday since we opened in 
Warrandyte on the 4th of July 2010. We 
have been so honoured and humbled 
by the continued support from the 
local community. We look forward 
to continuing to supply high quality 
service and food to you. It is our aim 
to continue to provide eveything made 
on the premises. Items such as spring 
rolls, golden prawns, satay, curry puffs 
and our lovely desserts. Home made 
always tastes better1 Starting this 

have outdoor dining on 
1aM11t111n__ We are also a finalist 

,-11&Uran1Catering 
rant 

on the 8th of 
llllClt• 11na.-win it for our 

See ~-
Vanilla Oichid team 
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Dr Suess struts his stuff on school stage 
ARRANDYTE High School, renowned 
for its theatrical productions, is pre-
senting the Dr Suess-inspired musical 
"Seussical". 

"Based on his beloved books, this is 
a fantastical, magical, musical extravaganza, making 
it a perfect treat for the entire family," a WHS spokes-
person told the Diary. 

"Your favourite Dr Seuss characters, Including 

Horton the Elephant, Gertrude Mc Fuzz, Lazy Mayzie 
and all the Whos in Whoville are brought to life in 
this enchanting production." 

"Seussical" will be presented for three nights 
only-Thursday 8, Friday 9 and Saturday, September 
10-so bookings are advised. 

• Tickets are $20 each and can be purchased on-
line at www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au. Bookings 
are now open. 

Our postie's life was 
always up and down 

An occasional series 
by ALANA PHILLIPS 

ID) ELIVERING the mail in War-
randyte is always an adven-
ture! Warrandyte identit y 
Bili McCullough was one of 
the last horseback posties in 

Victoria. He was a familiar sight around 

the township up to the early 1960s. 
riding his horse ilver. Today's postie. 
Kevin McHardy, has been riding the War-
randyte route for 10 years of his more 
than 22 years as a po tie. Kevin loves 
the Warrandyte route because of all the 
varied terrain that allows him to have a 
bit of fun on his bike. 

Historical adventure in 
local author's first novel 

ARRANDYTE author 
Kelly Gardiner has 
set her new young 
adults' novel-Act 
of Faith-in England 

and Europe during the tumultu-
ous years of the 17th century. 

Sixteen-year-old Isabella is forced 
to flee her home in England when 
her father's radical ideas as an 
author and publisher lead him into 
taking a suicidal stand against Oliver 
Cromwell's army. 

Taking refuge in Amsterdam and 
desperate to find a means to survive, 
Isabella finds work with the elderly 
printer, Master de Aquila and his 
enigmatic young assistant, William. 

When Master de Acquila travels 
to Venice to find a publisher brave 
enough to print his daring new 
book, Isabella accompanies him 
and discovers a world of possibility, 
where women work alongside men 
as equal partners and where books 
and beliefs are treasured. 

Act of Faith is an adventure novel, 
full of action and the clash of ideas 
and presents a time when emerging 
technology is threatening the old 
conservative religions and tyran-
nies. It is published by Angus 
Robertson. 
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ndyte Community Bank• Branch 1s introducing a 
I b~ nch and celebrating our 8th birthday. 

ed to come along. 

'II open at 9.00am and the festivities will start at 
10.00am and birthday cake at 12 noon. 
There ·11 be food, activities. balloons and Piggy. 

We're also running a re-opening promotion which you can 
be part of, by simply doing your banking locally. 

Open a new Bendigo home or business loan - or transfer 
your existing home or business account to us - and win 
one night's accommodation at Sofitel Melbourne on 
Collins valued at $350. 

Open any new term deposit or personal loan account and 
go Into the running to receive one of five dinners for two 
at a local restaurant valued at $100. 

And for the Under 18s, open a Student or Ultimate 
account to go into the running to receive one of three 
Village Cinema Screen Saver books valued at $130. 
Winners will be announced in the October edition of the 
Warrandyte Diary. 

Come along and celebrate with us at Warrandyte 
Community Bank• Branch. For more information 
please call into 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte or 
phone 9844 2233. 

Offef valld lA'ltil 30 September 2011 for new Bendigo home loan, Ben<f,go personal or buSiness loan. tenn deposit or personal IOan account, student or ultimate account products taken out at 
Warrandyte Commooity Bank ABN 70 102 635 147 for the offer to apply. Each enuy in the competition will be made only after the relevant loan is approved or deposit account held for at least 
3 months. All products are distn'buted by Bendigo Bank and are subject to its terms and conditions and standard lending criteria. Further details of this offer including discounted fees and other 
benefits can be prowled by branch staff on request, Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879, The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo. VIC 3552 (S35995) (07 /11) 

,,c,·_c- Warrandyte Community Bank' Branch 
a;_,..-; ,. • 

A LA CARTE: FUNCTIONS WEDDINGS 

WINTER SE:T ME:NU 
Three courses $JJ.OO 

,....., 

Wild mushroom soup with 
t rutfled creme tra1che 

Slow-cooked beet, horseradish 
mash, Kell:ibrook shirazjus 

Apple crumble tart, tawn:i port 
caramel, vanilla icecream 

c hildren's meals available 

CE:LLARDOOR 

Lunch Friday to Sunday 
Dinner Friday and Saturday 

Cellar door open daily 

Fulford Road, Wonga Park 
97221304 

KELL YB ROOK 
WIHf IT 



Barak Dreaming 
.. a hero remembers 

By MICK WOIWOD 

IB3 RUSHY Creek rises in 
the Dandenongs beyond 
Mooroolbark and flows 
into the Yarra through 
a small rocky gorge in 
Wonga Park. Alongside 

its confluence nowadays is Wittons 
Reserve, the most highly overused 
and abused public park on the Yar-
ra River - its once sylvan setting 
ruined by the litter and noxious 
weeds of a culture no longer able 
to relate to its story. 

If, instead, those who now neglect 
it were to cast their minds back 
170 years, they'd see close to the 
creek, the rustic slab home of the 
Selby family within which the pio-
neer mother, Penelope Selby, had 
once raised her small family and 
written home to her parents in Eng-
land, warm stories of her life on the 
frontier in the remote Australian 
bush. It had been here too on this 
same unspoilt creek back in 1822, 
a dozen or more years before the 
first white people had arrived in 
the colony, that the renowned Wu-
rundjeri elder, William Barak, had 
been born. 

upon his people from his home 
among the stars and had found 
them breaking his lore. Angered 
at what he'd seen, Bunjil , with an 
almighty roar had hurled down a 
star and destroyed them in their 
willams - the place where the star 
had struck creating the small gorge 
we see there today. Bunjil's people 
had always remembered it and 
had called it Warrandyte - "the 
place to which the star had been 
thrown". 

Barak had remembered it too, 
and it had been there that he'd 
camped, lonesome and forlorn one 
winter evening in 1881. Huddled 
over his small fire, he'd recalled 
happier childhood days before 
the white man had come when 
he'd played for hours with his 
cousin, Wonga. For this was the 
place where he'd been born all of 
those years before - his very own 
country - a part of his dreaming! 
His people had known the creek as 
"Barngeong, the healing stream" 
which, after having flowed through 
the blood-red earth of Mooroolbik, 
now poured itself serenely into 
the river that now roared so nois-
ily beside him on its long journey 
from the mountains to the sea: 

tiful children gone?" 
Intent upon escape, the old 

man casts his mind back to the 
day when as a child he'd seen his 
first white man. What excitement 
there'd been that day! Now before 
him stood his father, Bebejern, 
fondling the bright shiny axe that 
he'd been handed; around him the 
mothers, each decked-0ut in the 
colourful bead necklaces they also 
had been given. Alongside, stood 
a tall Gubba-man dispensing grey 
woollen blankets. It had been the 
first time any of his people had 
seen such a man and the first time 
Barak had seen his own face in a 
mirror! 

The Gubba-man was now un-
rolling a scroll of parchment and 
asking each of his uncles thei r 
names to add to his earlier wri tten 
words . "Big strong Jaga Jaga" had 
been first in line to have his name 
inscribed - something that he'd 
regret to the end of his days since 
by some such strange Gubba magic 
his country had overnight become 
white-fellow country. Batman had 
then departed, remarking that he'd 
return bye-and-bye with more axes 
and beads and many more of his 
people. 

who'd taught him to smoke and 
drink and swear the white man's 
way and how to gallop into meynet 
camps to slaughter upcountry 
blacks. Barak shuddered and 
shook his head angrily endeavour-
ing to remove such memories from 
his mind. 

Now he was both tired and con-
fused! Tomorrow he'd be continu-
ing his journey through Wyenon-
dabul, Billanook and the Yering 
country where the fat gubba cattle 
grazed, to tell his people the sad 
news that David , his sole remain-
ing son had died! 

He knew that despite his sadness, 
he must remain strong, for with 
Wonga also gone, he was now their 
Ngurungaeta But where must he 
lead his people? Hadn't the gubbas 
ordered them to remain in the cold 
hills of Coranderrk throughout the 
winter months? Barak shivered at 
the thought! Now with most of his 
people gone, he'd become sud-
denly aware that he too was grow-
ing old. 

Brushy Creek had long been a 
special place for its Wurundjeri 
people. Along its fertile creek-flats 
since time immemorial they'd hunt-
ed and gathered the region's wild-
foods. To them it had been a sacred 
place which had constantly served 
to remind them of the dreamtime 
legend of Buk-ker-til-ibul, that told 
of how they themselves had once 
strayed from the path of truth laid 
down for them by their dreamtime 
heroes and of how they'd accord-
ingly been punished. 

The story of Buk-ker-til-ibul tells 
of how Bunjil the all-powerful, ever-
watchful creator of the entire Kulin 
world had one night gazed down 

Birrarung, "the river of mists" , the 
stream of life that had long pro-
vided his people with their every 
need. 

And, as Barak had gazed despon-
dently into his fire, he'd conjured 
up further childhood memories 
of his people and of his cousin, 
Wonga - ever so fleeting images of 
proud hunters returning from the 
chase; of women carrying in their 
baskets of myrniong and water-rib-
bon bulbs collected from the flats 
upstream - the smoke of many 
fires! Slowly the images fade and 
die - now only Barak and his own 

small fire struggling to recall the 
good times - "old" Barak, alone 
and sad! Again he gazes deep into 
his fire in search of past joy but 
now only grief; the open grave of 
his 14 year-0ld son, David, just two 
days before in Melbourne; a month 
earlier another grave, that of An-
nie, his beloved wile in the small 
crowded cemetery at Coranderrk. 
"When", he screams out into the 
night air "will all of this dying 
cease? Where, have all of our beau-

· Barak tossed more wood on to 
his fire. It was winter and he was 
cold and the wood was damp. 
Smoke billowed up around him 
into the night air and in following 
it up, he'd spotted meenean, the 
moon, racing through the clouds. 
It reminded him of the days when 
he'd been a proud young t rooper 
in Captain Dana's Port Phillip Na-
tive Police and had worn a cap and 
a smart uniform with brass but-
tons and had ridden a white man's 
horse. He was Barak, Captain 
Dana's best tracker who'd learnt 
much from that mad Gubba-man 

Barak slept! o longer trouoled 
by memories; no longer remember-
ing that the last of his Wurundjeri 
children had been laid to rest, he 
dreamt that he stood alone - the 
last of his race! Holding his head 
high, he saw that he too would 
soon be gone and be asked to 
climb the karalks into the tharing-
bek and to there gaze down again 
upon the cool waters of Barn-
geong, and watch as its healing 
waters flowed smoothly into the 
river of mists. through Warrandyte 
where BunjiJ had seen fit to punish 
his people. And. as he'd dreamt. 
he'd found himself indeed gazing 
down from the clouds and seeing 
his bran nue Wurundjeri people 
rise from the ashes to relive their 
ancient dream in Kulin country. 

By PRUDENCE TRUBY KING 

il O begin at the beginning. 
It is autumn, third quar-

ter moon, cloud-rimmed 
sky in the winding, wist-
ful valley of Warrandyte, 

the footpaths silent except at the 
Grand where wanna-be bikies puff 
cancerously on roll-your-0wns, 
sucking coldies out in the warm, 
duck-warm air and bush rats 
scuttle across sun-soaked concrete 
down to the earth brown, poo 
brown river. The houses, eyeless 
as flatworms diffusing air and nu-
trients in Dingley Dell, sightless 
as those northerners who brave 
the bridge after such boozy, such 
Grand evenings there in Yarra 
Street propped up by the bank, 
the still empty, always empty shop 
beyond. And all the people of the 
hamlet ease Into hot nights of 
restless slumber, tomorrow's per-
formance tasks pressing pressing 
Into their sponge-like addled-egg 
corporate-soaked brains. 

Hush, home sleeping are the 
Infants herded dally at childcare 
by strangers; sleep the plumbers, 
IT managers, the churchman and 

thief, Marg the postwoman, the car-
digan of accountants legally avoid-
ing tax evasion, students, teachers 
and lecturers who collectively 
read such books each year that 
the river-flowing gum-tree-smelling 
stead tallies great volumes of book 
buying. Managers toss and sales-
men dream and community work-
ers exhausted lie in one and twos 
or threes even through the long 
hot, slow hot night. Wake not those 
players sleeping in their resplen-
dently coordinated houses beyond 
the CFA. 

Only the young, the young and 
restless throw themselves into the 
syrup of the jollyrodgered Yarra 
with long-nosed full-bodied beer, 
toying Warrandyte's daughters and 
others. Yarra, that vein of river. 

Behind the houses dogs snuffle In 
magpie-spied children's toy-filled 
gardens while cats prowl the hunt, 
never resting always looking just as 
city professionals always looking 
for the deal. 

Listen and hear the hot night 
coming down and the hushed town 
breathing, some fast and some 
slow asleep. Hear the grass trigger 

plant sheltered on Fourth Hill, bur-
gan blooming white at Black Flat, 
crow shrike nested while above the 
skateboard-curve powerful owls 
watch all and see everything in 
wide-eyed hawk-0wl staring yellow 
eyes. 

Listen. It is night in the gums 
behind the church. not night at 
IGA where six foot boy-men mus-
ing other things stack shelves for 
tomorrow shoppers: it is night be-
low the RSL in the epidemic of gift 
shops where silent dust-gatherers 
sit nothing-seeing in the blackness 
when the door closes, not night at 
the hall where loyal ditty-ins ap-
plaud every skit even the modest 
ones. Night tumbling by the Grand. 
Time passes. Listen. Time passes. 

Come closer now. Drift along the 
dark, peer down into Jamie the 
baker's hot kitchen alive with white 
aprons, baker's oven, zephyrs of 
new bread. Look into the town-
darkened bedrooms of the fan-
whirring apnoea-breathing families: 
two cars and the dog who goes to 
the car wash for his weekly scrub 
keeping the humans happy the car 
detailed. uffer the gym fees, suf-

fer the car wash, freeway squash. 
mortgage-pressed mortgage-
stressed no time no time for the 
children. ot any time for life. 

Black she oak, tree-hidden rosel-
las and river-watch cormorants al l 
asleep. Almost asleep Old Proctor 
shambles down to splatter the dry 
earth-encircled lemon tree out the 
back. owhere here in the night-
thickening hamlet sleep the firs t 
dwellers. owhere here. 

Listen to the gently-landing thud 
from Ernie's throw the Sun and 
Age abounding with yesterday's 
news, experts ' opinions, callback 
stencilled in early morning radio. 
Listen before the Yarra breeze 
lilts through the trees, before the 
trucks' air brakes his • before the 
early freeway bus, even before the 
dog walkers walking themselves. 

tand on Fourth Hill . Old as all 
hills, risen rock and drv. Listen to 
the hot night breaking:Look d0'\\-'11 
on the sleeper in the fir t of the 
dawn. The daughters and sons 
cheri h them you mothers you 
fathers. Hush for the sounds of life. 
low. Slow up. 
(With apologie to Dylan Thoma ) 
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WARRANDYTE 
WARDROBES 

Specialising in inbuilt 
wardrobes and carpentry 

More than 20 years 
experience 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
PHONE ARTHUR ON 

0412 55 05 85 

grant mcgregor 
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424 
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com 

SHOP IN WARRANDYTE 

bradley curtis 
=f 

• Domestic 
• Commercial 
• Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

c5.£ape/j Xails 
LOCATED rN WARRANDYTE 

Quali.6.ed. Nail Technician/ Beautician wich over 
1 S years experience offering all aspects of nail ca.re 

Podiatrist 
in Warrandyte at Goldfields Medical Clinic 

Specialising in skin and nail conditions, diabetes 
foot care, and sports podiatry. 

Phone: 9844 0466 

WARRANDYTE 
•• GLASS •• 

Al l types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

Daniel Patience 
(Bachelor of Podiatry - Hons) 

Support 
local traders 

WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

All materials welded. 
Your place or mine. 

No job too small 
RING 

NEIL CARTER 
9437 2556 

0418 357 282 

ARML-\NGI UNITED ODOURS OF ioil'.'!I 
I BONNETT ONr;::::~====::r 

Calving 
i LACO 
f1. 

ESTEE 
LOUDE 

Klein 

FLANEL No 5 

When three for the price of 
three seemed a good idea 
Il 'VE come to the unset-

tling realisation that 
there is something fun-
damentally amiss with 
me. This won't come 

as much of a surprise to my 
friends and especially my chil-
dren but, until recently, I had 
been blindly ignorant. 

I had always assumed that I 
was the one in control and it 
was the rest of the world that 
was mad. As I get older, how-
ever, I have been having some 
niggling doubts about this. 

Now we all know that the 
Gruen Transfer, before it was 
a very entertaining and suc-
cessful TV program, was a 
sneaky Austrian architect's 
technique for grooming cus-
tomers when they walk into a 
shop. The idea is that by using 
music, colour, lights, space 
and mirrors that the sucker, 
sorry, the customer will be 
more disposed to buy. 

Having left the security and 
normality of the outside world 
full of noise, traffic, congested 
pavements, appalling buskers 
and constant leaflets offering 
a never-to-be-repeated oppor-
tunity to buy gold or convert 
the few ingots weighing down 
your shopping bag into cash, 
you enter the department 
s tore , become disoriented 
and ready to buy. And what's 
the first thing they set before 
you? The department store's 
version of nirvana, the cos-
metics' suburb. 

Evidently, by using all the 
aforementioned manipula-
tive tools, you are supposed 
to slow down in awe. Your 
pace should slacken and you 
should become entranced by 
the magical fairyland before 
you. All the stalls, womaned, 

:« 
CFA 

" ... the Gruen 
Transfer was a 
sneaky Auslrian 
architect's 
technique for 
grooming 
customers when 
they walk into 
a shop ... " 

usually, by figments of wom-
en's magazines' templates for 
glamour, have appropriately 
disorienting names like Ma-
dame Strichikova, Glow Glow, 
d 'or! , Slink Link, Sofistikate 
or any other posh , funky, 
or vaguely foreign name all 
designed to add to the Gruen 
transfer. 

Now I know that I'm not 
their market . There's not a 
lot they can offer to improve 
on perfection but, for the life 
of me, I can't understand why 
cosmetics have to occupy the 
space first seen by all custom-
ers. I mean, what's the appeal? 
Why don't they use the space 

for something with universal 
appeal, say a type of Bun-
nings, an electronics or wine 
department. 

Now any of those would 
have had me slowing down 
for a very long browse but as 
it was, I literally flew through 
the stalls laden with ultra 
flush blush, 72-hour-lasting 
mosaic lip gloss, eyelash 
extensions and do-it-yourself 
Brazilian tanning. 

I was hyperventilating by 
the time I shirtfronted a ma-
tron trying on a temporary 
AC/DC forehead tattoo in my 
desperation to escape the 
cosmetics section for the 
relative safety of the shoe 
department. Even there, I did 
have enormous trouble find-
ing my way out. 

Most departments double as 
after hours training grounds 
for magicians. It's all those 
mirrors, you see . There is 
no way that you can deter-
mine what is real and what 
is a mere reflection of reality. 
The horrific aspect of these 
places is that, unless you are 
a narcissist and enjoy looking 
at yourself at every turn, you 
have to negotiate the aisles 
with your eyes facing the 
heels of the person in front 
of you. It's either that or ex-
amining the ceiling sprinkler 
system until you break free 
into the hustle and bustle of 
the outside world. 

The fact that all the subur-
ban Cities of Commercialism 
are designed in the same way 
only goes to prove that I'm the 
oddball, although I find it hard 
to believe that all the ugly 
people of the world, like me, 
really enjoy going to places 
that constantly reinforce that 

you are not the sort of person 
that they really want in their 
premises. 

No doubt it's just that I'm 
getting to be an even grump-
ier old man and perhaps I'm 
just being falsely nostalgic 
about the past (how else?) 
but it used to be that shop as-
sistants were just that and not 
celebrities resting between 
Facebook engagements . It 
seems that they know what 
you should want and have no 
compunction in telling you. 

"I don 't think we can offer 
anything that would suit. 
We used to have some stuff 
designed for older men but 
we've updated our demo-
graphic. I don't think you'll 
find anywhere else around 
here either. Sorry." 

I stopped for a restorative 
coffee. I noticed the price 
was $3.30, so, thoughtfully, 
I proffered $5.30 only to be 
handed back the 30 cents with 
the accompanying comment, 
"It's only $3 for seniors." Kind, 
true, but it was yet another 
reminder that the world is 
no longer my oyster. Come 
to think about it, a mussel 
wouldn't be bad! 

Fortunately, it's not just me 
who finds modern shopping 
difficult. We'd been cruising 
the Barossa Valley and decid-
ed we should get something 
to remind us-so we revisited 
a favourite vineyard to buy 
two bottles of their wine for 
that night. Herself returned 
to the car with three. When 
asked why three not two she 
replied, "These were their 
last three!" 

Gruen has a lot to answer 
for! 

FIRE AND EMERGENCY: 000 
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Sad island, natural paradise s EL E c T 
. oflandcrabinhabittheforest METAL ROOFING 

BJ JOAN BAOADBEARY 

HRISTMAS Island, 
(Cl), is a very long 
way from Warran-
dyte, but is familiar 
to us all. However, 

beyond its sad and difficult 
association with the deten-
tion of asylum seekers, most 
people know little about it. 
I recently visited Christmas 
Island as a tourist and discov-
ered a remarkable place. 

Holidaying on CJ is similar 
to visiting Norfolk or Lord 
Howe Islands. Simply buy a 
ticket, book accommodation 
and perhaps hire a car. 

The flight, originating from 
Perth international airport, 
takes about four hours . I was 
on a bird-watching trip which 
included four nights on the 
even more isolated Cocos 
(Keeling) Island, and eight 
nights on Christmas Island. 
Having a passion for nature, 
it was a trip that ticked all 
boxes for me. This remote 
tropical island, of which 63 
per cent is national park, has 
been called "the Galapagos 
of the Indian Ocean". It was 
uninhabited until the late 
19th century, so its wildlife 
evolved in isolation over mil-
lions of years as has occurred 
in the Galapagos Islands. 

It is now an Australian Ter-
ritory, full of natural wonders 
including abundant birdlife, 
stands of primary rainforest, 
the world's largest land crabs, 
beautiful coral reefs and sur-
prising marine creatures. Da-
vid Attenborough has spoken 
of the annual migration of 
its Red Crabs as one of the 
great wildlife spectacles of 
the world. 

Ten degrees south of the 
equator, CI is the tip of an an-
cient, submarine volcano. It 

Wildlife wonder: Robber Crab on Christmas Island. 
(Picture by Joan Broadberry) 
is surrounded by eroded lime-
stone cliffs, which rise gently 
to a forested central plateau. 
Apart from one sheltered 
harbour, Flying Fish Cove, the 
ring of cliffs is broken by only 
a few tiny beaches. Coral gar-
dens cling to the steep sides 
of the island, with the drop-off 
into deep water being only 
metres from the shore. 

I was lucky to strike a week 
when the sea was flat and 
snorkling, either from a beach 
or boat was very easy and tru-
ly spectacular. Not only were 
there exquisite corals and fish, 
but rays, dolphins and to my 
great surprise Whalesharks. It 
appears Whalesharks, being 
filter feeders, regularly appear 
when the Red Crabs release 
their eggs. Swimming along-
side these gentle goliaths was 
an indescribable thrill . 

Cl is a kingdom of crabs . 
The 20 species, of which 13 
are land crabs, have evolved 
to fill almost every ecological 
niche. Cl contains the largest 
remaining population of Rob-
ber Crabs , (also known as 
Coconut Crabs), in the Indopa-
cific. Robber Crabs are the top 
land predators and can live for 
over 50 years. Their leg span 
can exceed a metre and their 
claws are strong enough to 
husk and break into a coconut. 
It is a unique experience to be 
walking along a jungle track 
and meet a crustation larger 
than a baby. Robber Crabs 
are characters and fun to 
observe. Although protected, 
sadly, many are killed on the 
island's roads. 

The supreme event in Cl's 
natural history year is the Red 
Crab migration. This species 

floor, peacefully consuming 
fallen vegetation . Around 
about November at the start 
of the wet season, they march 
out of the jungle in their mil-
lions to mate and spawn on 
the coast. The migration is a 
complex event lasting several 
weeks. It goes through a num-
ber of stages, for example, 
the males migrate first and , 
after dipping in salt water, 
excavate burrows to receive 
the females. Temporary bar-
riers are erected along some 
of the island's roads to try to 
control the crab's route, but 
for a few weeks they clamber 
everywhere and it is amazing 
how easy it is to adapt to and 
enjoy their harmless, persis-
tent presence. 

The Cl sky is crowded with 
the frigatebirds , terns, boo-
bi es and trop-icbirds . The 
Golden Bosun or White-tailed 
Tropicbird , with its elelgant 
tail streamers, is one the most 
beautiful sights in the bird 
world . Eight species or sub-
species of seabirds nest on 
the island . The most numer-
ous are Red-footed Boobies. 
Their colonies can be seen in 
the forest just behind the set-
tlement at Flying Fish Cove. 
Some birds such as Abbott's 
Booby are very rare. Seven 
of the 13 species of landbirds 
are endemic includ_ing the 
inquisitive Christmas Island 
Thrush. Being only a few 
hundred kilometres south of 
Java, quite a few vagrant bird 
species turn up , creating a 
magnetic pull for serious bird-
watchers. 

As well as a wealth of natural 
and historic attractions , Cl 
enjoys modern infrastructure 
and a wonderful Malay-Chi-
nese cultural heritage and 
cusine. Despite the unsettling 
presence of the detention fa-
cility, it retains the unhurried 
pace and lifestyle of a place as 
yet unspoiled by mass tourism. 

If flowers are the gift of love ... 
A BATTERED bongo, 

looking distinctly 
worse for wear, 
bumped into the 
kerb next to my 

table and scraped to a halt. 
The driver, a scungy-looking 
bloke, ground the gears nois-
ily, then grated them again 
in a fruitless attempt to back 
away from the gutter. His third 
attempt made such an unholy 
noise that it turned heads half 
a block away. Reverse gear 
obviously wasn't an option. 
He gave up and yanked the 
handbrake. 

I wondered whether the grey 
ghosts would turn up before 
I finished my coffee. Is "in-
ability to reverse" a legitimate 
excuse for illegal parking? 
Probably not, although the 
onset of unroadworthiness 
could, in theory, afflict any 
of us without warning. Some-
thing told me, however, that 
this wasn't the first time this 
guy's reverse gear hadn't 
worked. 

In marked contrast to the 
bongo's dingy paintwork, the 
logo on the side door was 
bright and snappy. "Rent-a-
flower". Interesting. Curiosity 
was written all over the faces 
of a number of other onlook-
ers, too. 

Rent-a-Flower Man screeched 

open the sliding door and 
dived into a large laundry 
basket wedged behind the 
seat. He emerged clutching a 
few miserable eucalypt stems 
wrapped around a single pink 
protea In his other hand was a 
spray bottle. He went to work, 
industriously squirting the 
limp array of greenery from 
every angle, pausing every 
now and then to give it a bit 
of a shake. I couldn't begin to 
imagine what effect he was 
hoping to achieve by this 
means, but evidently he was 
satisfied because he tied a fat 
satin bow around the stems 
and dashed into the building 
next door. 

The more I thought about 
it, the more puzzled I grew. 
Rent-a-flower? Does one pay 
by the day? The hour? Are 
those flowers real? Does it 
cost more to get something 
vaguely fresh, or is it a com-
plete lottery? 

The bloke emerged almost 
immediately, precipitately 
even, as though he'd been 
drop-kicked onto the footpath, 
still grasping his limp floral 
tribute. That went well then. I 
caught the eye of another cof-
fee-drinking onlooker. Snap! 
We grinned to ourselves. I 
wonder who the intended.re-
cipient of the flowers was? 

our place ~, 
BJ MARILYN MOORE 

Rent-a-flower Man seemed 
surprisingly unconcerned. 
Maybe he was used to rejec-
tion. He flung the bouquet into 
the back of the van, screech-
slammed the door (causing 
everybody within earshot to 
wince in unison) and sprang 
into the driver's seat . The 
engine revved into life-well, 
more rev than life, really-be-
fore the bongo spluttered 
back into the slipstream of 
city traffic. 

My gaze returned to the 
book in my lap, which was 
about life in Staffordshire dur-
ing the 19th century. What on 
earth would the good citizens 
of Wolverhampton have made 
of "rent-a-flower" as a career 
move? Those people spent 
their whole lives proudly 
making useful everyday things 
- everything from padlocks 
and pharmaceuticals to earth-
enware pottery - giving rise 
to legendary brands such as 
Chubb and Myott. The town 
was crammed with master 
craftsmen, artisans and ap-
prentices: lock makers, lock-r-------------------------~ :PLUMBER AND GASFlffER: 
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smiths, bolt makers, gun lock 
forgers, padlock makers, rim 
lock makers , cabinet lock 
makers, key stampers, latch 
makers and mortice lock 
makers. 

They also made every pos-
sible type of hinge, latch bolt, 
screw, axe, hammer, vice, 
pincer, gimlet, brace and bit, 
coffee mill, malt mill, man 
trap, vermin trap, fire iron, 
box iron, stove grate, oven, 
kitchen utensil, spectacle 
frame, cork-screw, snuffer, 
nut-cracker, nipper, plier, 
tweezer, watch chain, enam-
elled and japanned ware ... 
you name it, they made it. If a 
specialised tool was needed, 
then somebody made that 
too. 

They even crafted polished 
steel jewellery, prized by 
wealthy fashionistas the 
length and breadth of Europe. 
These goods were all made 
by skilled hands using mostly 
local materials - they were 
literally manufactured from 
the ground up. 

Rent-a-flower? I don't think 
so. 

But then I don't suppose 
they'd have thought much of 
my job, either, looking down 
a microscope all day. And I 
wouldn't swap with them for 
quids! 

DIARY 
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PTY LTD 
Licensed Roof Plumbers 

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks 
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks 
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation 

9844 3619-0411267490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com .au 
www.selectmetalroofing .com .au 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

TRUEWOODCONSTRUCTIONS 

• Integrated Builders and Designers of Light and 
Spacious Renovations and New Homes 

• Consulting on Sustainable Living and Design 

PAUL JENKINS 0418 3871 19 
Truewood Constructions Pty Ltd 

RBP 0004762 

[Tl 03 9844 1281 Warrandyte [Fl 03 9499 9681 wm1 rruewood com.au 

Need that home office 
sorted out? 

• Set-up a filing system 
• File and sort files 
• Pay accounts 
• Chase up debts 
• Bring your books up to date 

I can help you - at a reasonable rate 
$20 per hour 

Call BB's Services (AH) 9844 3924 

ACT GLOBALLY SHOP LOCALLY 

Warrandyte Extensions 
& Renovations 

EXTENSIONS · RENOVATIONS · KITCHENS · BA TH ROOMS 
Quality Workmanship, Friendly Local Service 

30 years Trade Experience m ~x~~ed PHONE ANDREW . .,, ~~ctii::~, 9844 0068 •0411114 012 
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Inge King's work 
I accompanies 

Melbourne life 
For many years, internationally acclaimed sculptor 
Inge King has lived and worked in Warrandyte. In 
words and pictures, STEPHEN REYNOLDS explores 
the life and work of this distinguished artist. 

TI 
T'S a typical crisp, winter 
morning in the Warrandyte 
studio of nonagenarian Inge 
King AM as her frail but 
nimble fingers manipulate the 

geometric balsa shapes for glueing 
into the genesis of a bird-like sculp-
ture. This is the initial stage in the 
creative process for a larger ma-
quette (or scale model) that King 
produces as a familiar component 
of her work. 

Michael Winkler writing in The 
Age described her in 2004 as "prob-
ably Australia's most eminent 
living sculptor" and her matriach 
status is still unrivalled in the con-
temporary art world. 

But we must go back to Berlin in 
November 1918 and two weeks af-
ter the cessation of the First World 
War's hostilities. Inge Neufeld was 
born into a middle-class family as 
the youngest of near adult siblings 
and elderly parents and had a 
very fragmented childhood which 
included the death of her father 
when she was 14, the financial 
upheavals of the Depression and 
experiencing the ominous clouds 
of the Hitler juggernaut in the mid-
l 930s. 

After completing her schooling 
she left home at the age of 18 "to 
gain her independence and pursue 
a possible career as an artist". She 
was initially taught wood-carv-
ing and eventually accepted into 
the Berlin Academy of Fine Arts 
in 1937, however the stifling repres-
sion of the German Expressionism 
art movement by the Nazi regime 
forced her to leave the academy 
just prior to Kristallnacht. 

Personal circumstances saw her 
travel to England in 1939 where 
she spent two terms at the Royal 
Academy in London until wartime 
measures and the German bombing 
of London saw its closure. In 1941 
she joined the sculpture classes at 
Scotland's Glasgow School of Art 
where she stayed until 1945, com-
pleting a diploma then post gradu-
ate studies. 

Moving south she went to The 
Abbey Arts Centre in Hertfordshire, 
England where she met her future 
husband , Australian artist Grahame 
King. At the time other Australian 
residents at The Abbey included 
the painters Leonard French and 
James Gleeson. 

Inge and Grahame married in 
1950 and returned to Australia 
the following year where they 
settled in Melbourne. In 1951 they 
launched their first joint exhibition 
where both their works revealed 
a new personal style based on ab-
straction. 

Wanting to settle down they 
bought land at Warrandyte and 
friend Robin Boyd designed a 
house as a "one-room lock-up" and 
in late 1952 they moved in. 

Over time (apart from rearing two 

children) they extended the house 
and created a workable studio to 
continue and develop their work. 

Inge related to Zara Stanhope in 
Artlink in an interview in 2006. 

"It was not until the late 1950s 
that I started working in earnest 
again. My interest in metal had con-
tinued since the welded sculpture 
I had seen in America. I had used 
these ideas in the jewellery and in 
mobiles or kinetic sculptures. A 
turning point was in 1960 when we 
exchanged one of Grahame's paint-
ings for an arc welder. A neighbour 
constructed arc welders and taught 
us to weld properly, initially for a 
commission for Dewdrop Fountain 
in Fitzroy Gardens organised by 
Robin Boyd. From then on I pur-
sued the metal sculpture seriously: 
at first with flat , thin sheets joined 
together, and subsequently ele-
ments of steel." 

Soon welded steel became 
her major medium, presumably 
influenced by her involvement 
with Abstract Expressionism in 
New York after attending Jackson 
Pollock's first exhibition. It was at 
this period that King began creat-
ing non-representational sculpture 
inspired by her environment-the 
Australian bush. 

In 1961 a group of sculptors, in-
cluding Lenton Parr, Inge King, Nor-
ma Redpath, Julius Kane, Vincas 
Jomantas, Clifford Last and Teisutis 
Zikaras, convened a meeting in 
Melbourne to "help foster greater 
public awareness in contemporary 
sculpture in Australia". This was 
to become known as the Centre 5 
Group. 

Inge's approach to her sculp-
tural work revolves around three 
aspects: modelling, carving and 
assemblage. She says: "With model-
ling you work from the inside to 
the outside; with carving you work 
from the outside to the inside and 
with assemblage you build up your 
work. I eventually found assem-
blage suited me, it was what I had 
been seeking. Getting more depth 
into sculpture led to steel box or 
cubic non-representational forms, 
and the work continued to develop 
from there." 

The one element that has a large 
bearing in the work and its siting is 
the Australian landscape. 

"The Australian landscape is an 
enormously powerful landscape; 
vast and with clarity of atmo-
sphere, and you never know in 
advance how work will look in it. 
The landscape grips my imagina-
tion - I try to measure my work 
against the vast spaces of this 
country. Conquering the landscape 
does not rely on scale but simplic-
ity and clarity of form expressing 
inner strength and tension. If my 
sculpture Is outdoors or In the 
public domain I like it to arouse 
people's curiosity to explore the 

work. Multidimensional objects 
look different from every angle. 
The exciting thing about outdoor 
sculpture is the change with the 
light, the weather ... everything is in 
constant flux. It becomes almost a 
living entity." 

Her studio has been a very im-
portant element in her creative 
process: "It's my private haunt. It's 
a space for experimentation". 

Although a small studio, works 
up to three metres were fabricated 
outdoors, weather permitting, 
using a block and tackle suspended 
from an overhanging eucalypt. Her 
larger works are built elsewhere in 
foundries with engineers. 

Inge King's large-scale works are 
found in numerous public plazas, 
university campuses and gardens 
throughout Australia with many 
around Melbourne now classified 
as iconic elements of their location. 

Her most famous works include 
some of the following: 

Forward Surge at the Victorian 
Arts Centre (and listed on the Na-
tional Trust Register) is regarded 
as King's most monumental work of 
art, and probably most significant. 

King recalls: "It came into being 
as a maquette at an exhibition 
where they all had a stipulated fin-
ished size should the sculpture be 
realised. Roy Grounds (architect of 
the National Gallery site on St Kilda 
Road) said 'I want this one'. The 
title of the work was then Sculpture 
for a City Plaza." 

Shearwater is a striking vertical 
sculpture found along the South-
bank Promenade near the pedes-
trian footbridge across the Yarra. 
It replicates the skyward thrust of 
the surrounding buildings. 

Closer to home are two of her 
works that might be just as familiar 
to Diary readers. 

In the grounds of the Heide Mu-
seum of Modern Art in Bulleen is 
Rings of Saturn while The Sentinel 
is visible on top of a hill on the 
Eastern Freeway exit for Doncaster 
Road. 

Sun Ribbon was an earlier work 
with a unique resting place among 
its massive unfurling bands and 
a focal point of one of the busiest 
thoroughfares on the Union Lawn 
at the University of Melbourne. 

Lastly, Red Rings on the Eastlink 
Trail on Eastlink near Ferntree 
Gully Road. 

Inge King has been at the fore-
front of developing non-figurative 
sculpture in Australia and in 2009 
was awarded The Visual Arts Emer-
itus Award by the Australian Arts 
Council, recognising her pivotal 
role in raising the profile of modern 
sculpture in this country. 

During her career of over five de-
cades her sculpture has contribut-
ed to the identity of modern art in 
Australia during the 20th century, 
playing a pivotal role In the diver-
sity, evolution and sophistication 
of Australia's cultural Identity. She 
has held over 26 solo exhibitions 
including a retrospective at the 
National Gallery of Victoria and 
has participated in over 60 group 
shows In London, New York, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. 
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Winter 3-hander: 'Well done!' 
TI 

the middle of the tage, an 
over ize automatic top-load-
ing washing machine gli ten 
cool white under an intense 
potlight. tage left a twee 

maitre de (David Creedon) takes 
phone booking for hi fa hionable 
French restaurant. If thi is not 
incongruous enough, in strolls a 
w hing machine repairman (Rob-
ert Black), and asks for a seat next 
to his" queeze", the washing ma-
chine. As we adju t to this curious 
scenario, the machine lid flips open 
and out pops the head and shoul-
der of the woman in the machine 
(Lou Phelan)-fair, faultless and 
demanding. 

Critic have described this play 
a a sight gag. It is concise, graphic 
and overloaded with puns, but 
there is more to it than a single 
gag. As he cycles through his own 
soap opera, the repairman's li fe-
issues are cleaned up-with his 
mum ( imone Keiffer) , his job and 
his girlfriend Mabel (Simone Kei-
ffer) . oap Opera ends almo t as 
abruptly as it began, on that annoy-
ing moralistic upnote so typical of 
U sitcoms. In the break we reflect 
upon two things- the clever execu-
tion of the play by our local theatre 
company and ew York playwr ight 
David Ives' mastery of the genre. 

Past reviews have dropped none 
too subtle hints about the potential 
of Australian stories in the Warran-
dyte one-act play mix. Therefore 
we experience a stronger than 
usual sense of anticipation as the 
stage lights fade up for the opening 
scene of Decline and Hall. The plot 
is simple-the community hall is 
threatened with demolition or, per-
haps worse, renovation. The build-
ing committee meets to consider 
the options. 

During the first half, it resembles 
an episode of the BBC televi-
sion sitcom Vicar of Dibley. The 
vicar Donald (John Milburn Clark), 
works in committee with secretary 
Janet (Sue Picket), builder Hugh 
(Ken Virtue) and cubs leader Mary 
(Noelene Cooper), to clarify and 
resolve the matter. They fail , not 
only because of their ineptitude 
and sell-interest, but also because 
of derailments and distractions in-
troduced by developer·s son Tony 
(David Creedon) and ethnic yoga 
teacher Savana (Naomi Ousting). 

This is not only a topical story, 
especially ii you know the history 
of the Warrandyte Mechanics' 
Institute, but also culturally expres-
sive. The offhand, dismissive way 
in which the five occidentals relate 
to the foreigner in their midst. The 
running gag-everyone it seems 
has bought Tim Tarns for supper. 

theatre , 
By JEREMY LO"US-HILLS 

The themes evoking national myths 
when, for example, hopes are 
dashed as salvation via a wealthy 
developer is exposed as a scam, 
and when a quick, easy, slightly 
illegal solution exposes the shal-
lowness of committee members' 
ethics and high principles. There 
is no hero, or anti-hero. The char-
acters withdraw in the end, back 
to their own private lives and the 
gi rl (Janet) gets her man (Donald). 
The futili ty of the committee meet-
ing generates a familiar, perhaps 
unwelcome atmosphere that reso-
nates only too well in a nation that 
has made "Waltzing Matilda" its de 
facto national song, Gallipoli one of 
its great military legends. 

These elements and more signify 
an Australian story that highlights 
behaviours and values central to 
its society and culture, but is it an 
entertaining play? While the plot 
is suitably one-d imensional, it is a 
far cry from the "cut to the chase", 
rapid-fi re comedy and economic 
story telling employed by David 
Ives. Decline and Hall is unneces-
sar ily cumbersome and stodgy at 
t imes. The physical dominance of 
the large meeting table limit action, 
the humour relies more on limp 
parody than witty dialogue, and 
the six complex characters crowd 
out the essence of the play. The 
lightness and innocence of Decline 
and Hall are in stark contrast to 
the darkness and intensity of the 
subsequent play Good Grief by New 
Zealand playwright Frank Wilkie. 

Good Grief stars Lisa Upson as 
counsellor (Evelyn Barge) and Pe-
ter Miller as cl ient (Tony Clayton). 
The theme is based on a cliched, 
"b lokie" idea that, when it comes to 
counselling, the therapist probably 
has more mental health problems 
than the client. 

Given the theme and the char-
acters, the storyline is predict-
able. Evelyn uses Peter, a grieving 
tradesman, to first process her own 
mental dysfunction, then meet her 
sexual needs and finally to totally 
dominate him via what she th inks 
is an exorcism. The theme is well 
worn, al though this particular 
version, and the power of the act-
ing, give i t an especially engaging 
character. 

This is the perfect role for Upson 
who carries the suppressed sexu-
ality and egocentric psychosis to 
its comedic extreme. Miller is an 
entirely credible tradesman who is 

Air 

both a na'ive subject and complicit 
partner in Evelyn's tragic, hypo-
critical world. 

One feels that there is a well-oiled 
team at work here-the actors, 
under Phil Swindly's direction, 
create a mood that transitions 
with deceptive ease from sedate 
dialogue, through hysterical hy-
perbole to restful reflection. It is a 
fine study of the flawed therapist, 
but the elephant in the room exits 
without paying his dues. There is 
evidence that the typical antipo-
dean male would rather die than 
turn up to a consultation like this. 
What is it about Peter that makes 
him the exception? There are hints 
that he has ulterior motives-that 
he comes in search of another 
therapist, Sharon, but unlike with 
Evelyn , many of Peter's important 
traits are left unstudied. 

The stand-out performance this 
year was from Lisa Upson, with 
special mention for Robert Black 
and David Creedon. Even though 
he had few lines, Tony Clayton's 
use of body language and his pal-
pable stage presence gave a solid 
reference to Lisa's Evelyn. Robert 's 
repairman was brilliant in solo 
expression , but a little too zany in 
relation to the others in his life. 
Noelene Cooper was as boisterous 
and hilarious as ever and Naomi 
Ousting deserves special mention 
for not only finding the time to 
produce the three plays , but also 
for adding spice and eccentricity as 
Savana in Decline and Hall. 

The 12-person crew did a fabu-
lous job promoting, designing, 
lighting and managing the special-
ist responsibilities of the five-per-
formance season. While none of the 
plays was particularly demanding 
in terms of props , set changes 
or sound and lighting cues, they 
were three distinct plays , and the 
unseen coordination by producer 
Naomi Ousting and stage manager 
Jo French made it appear that stag-
ing them was a breeze. 

Soap Opera displayed the rising 
talents of director David Tynan, 
and Bill Connolly did what he could 
to solve the problems engendered 
by a large cast in a dialogue heavy 
play. 

In summary this season present-
ed three comedies with plenty to 
laugh out loud about. The season 
again proves the capacity of our 
local theatre group to perform 
and produce this kind of work to 
professional standards. Most inter-
estingly, comparison of the three 
makes an even stronger case for 
the value and importance of home-
grown stories that are authentic, 
entertaining and cathartic. 

A gasp and a squawk as you take her in 
the very first act of your brand-new life, 
drawing her into your tiny lungs. 
Coal to the heart's furnace. 

And you go from there-oblivious. 
She's omnipresent, invisible 
taken for granted-except 
for those whose lungs have to fight 

or if you 're trapped-in cave, tunnel, 
foetid hospital room, without her. 
Than that first great gulp, the shock of clean-bliss, 
you remember then how you missed her. 

But you mostly forget, 
walking about with her all around. 
Sometimes (or not) you'll start to notice 
she's sick-

when what you're breathing's so bad 
you taste the poison. 
When you escape you think 
something's missing-

Though you call her "sweet" and "fresh" 
she smells of nothing-an absence. 
Clear, empty. 
Air. 

Though you can feel her, with her summer hints 
alive and soft, 
pollen-pulse and seed-shift. 
Tantalising kiss, little glimpse ... 

But soon she's lusty, full of life 
breathing hot and hard 
can suck you dry, then 
turn cool, give some respite-or not. 

Because she can be Lilith 
with her destructive ways. 
Without reason, warning, she can 
lash, rip, destroy-all she's sustained. 

And she swirls around us 
as life goes on-
our mercurial companion. 

Terrible and Blessed are the powers of Air. 

KARIIN THROUaLL 
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Lights, 
camera, 
Warrandyte! 
By VAL POLLEY 

IHI OW many Warrandyte 
viewers of the ABC's re-
cent comedy/drama Bed 
of Roses realised that 
the church featured in 

the final episode was Warrandyte's 
very own St Stephens; or that many 
of the "guests" in the show's wed-
ding were actually members of its 
congregation? 

The final episode of the series 
featured the wedding of the main 
characters; Louisa (played by 
Kerry Armstrong) and Nick (Jay 
Laga'aia), against a background of 
a bushfire (which looked very like 
those of Black Saturday in 2009) 
threatening the mythical town of 
Rainbow's End. Local residents 
who became extras for the show 
found it fascinating watching how 
such scenes are shot and enjoyed 
being part of a make-believe world. 

Much interest in the final produc-
tion was in seeing how the episode 
would portray a hot, dry and fiery 
day when it was actually shot in 
cooler, green conditions as well as 
how the church would appear to 
be damaged by fire. Post-fire effects 
were achieved with sooty make-up, 
dirty torn clothes and uniforms 
and fire trucks covered with crin-
kled laminated plastic to give an 
authentic burnt look. 

The church too gained tempo-
rary dark panels across its walls 
which together with a clever use 
of props, creative lighting and pho-
tography created the illusion of fire 
damage. The church starred in the 
wedding scene, which provided the 
final romantic flourish to this long 
running popular serial. However it 
was not the only Warrandyte build-
ing to appear in the show; scenes 
featuring the house belonging to 
Louisa's feisty TV mother Minna 
(played by Julia Blake) were filmed 
at a location in Till's Drive. 

Of course Warrandyte has long 
been used to provide locations 
for TV programs. Ideally located 
close to Melbourne, it could pro-
vide a variety of backdrops for 
many of the shows seen on our 
screens. Back in the 1960s and 70s 
programs such as Homicide and 
Matlock Police regularly used War-
randyte settings. 

Homicide was a ground breaking, 
Australian made, television police 
drama series produced by Craw-
ford Productions. Most of its 500 
plus episodes were filmed at city 
locations as the series dealt with 
cases of the Victorian homicide 
squad based around their Russell 
Street headquarters. But occasion-
ally they explored further afield if 
so dictated by their scriptwriter. As 
a scriptwriter on the series, Diary 

editor Cliff Green often useG local 
locations he knew well on which to 
base his episodes and has a fund 
of wonderful stories about those 
times. He was responsible for writ-
ing popular singer/actor Lionel 
Long out of the series when Long 
did not renew his contr?ct and 
so his character, Ds.,ect1ve Bert 
Costello, was killed off in spectacu-
lar fashion in episode 210, A Quiet 
Town-the victim of a mine cave-in. 
For this dramatic ending Cliff chose 
the Victory Mine in Whipstick Gul-
ly, a location which provided real 
authenticity to the drama. Mines in 
Warrandyte are now closed off to 
the public. 

Matlock Police was another Craw-
ford Australian cop show which 
was mainly focused on country po-
licing and so this saw many scenes 
being shot around the town. There 
were still many miners' cottages 
around then and those that were 
in original condition were much in 
demand. One such house at the top 
of Webb Street and another on the 
corner of Pound Road and Warran-
dyte Road were often seen in use 
providing a realistic backdrop to 
the program. 

However it was not just film and 
TV shows using local locations, 
advertising too got into the act. 
Back in the 60s and 70s the launch 
of a new model Holden was a very 
big deal indeed. In the early 70s 
there was a release of a radically 
new, engineered design. Filming 
the advertisement for the new cars 
took place at the Pound Bend Tun-
nel under extreme secrecy. (This 
was pre-State Park I hasten to add, 
when a cash strapped committee 
of management allowed it). 

The reserve was off-limits to 
locals while filming took place. Se-
curity guards were on hand to en-
force the ban and a helicopter kept 
watch to prevent any other media 
outlets from catching a glimpse of 
the new design cars which arrived 
shrouded on the back of a car 
transporter. Hints had been made 
that fill had been put into the tun-
nel and pool area so the cars could 
be driven into the water and that 
a waterfall had been created down 
the rock face above the tunnel exit. 

The resulting advertisement was 
one of several which used the 
"great way to move" jingle and 
waterfall visuals. Alas it was im-
possible to tell the location in the 
finished product, and this advert 
never caught the public imagina-
tion like the later one using the 
"football, meat pies, kangaroos and 
Holden cars" jingle. 

Film history is about watching 
too. In the early part of the 20th 
century the earlier Mechanics lnsti-

With t.1e voices of 
FRANK THRING 

BRIAN HANNAN 
HAMISH HUGHES 
BEATE HARRISON 
DEBBY CUMMING 

BEN & ADAM 
WILLIAMS 

Screen fun: In 1986, Diary cartoonist Paul Williams 
transformed Cliff Green's Riverboat Bill books for children 
into an animated telemovie for Channel 10. 

tute saw silent films being shown 
regularly and then the current hall 
was used as a cinema up to three 
times a week until the advent of the 
drive-in theatres of the 1950s. Then 
in the 1970s it was a film group 
with local actor Terry Gill, wife 
Carol Ann plus other parents from 
the North Warrandyte kindergarten 
who organised monthly Friday 
night film showings for adults in 
the old North Warrandyte Hall. 

Then current first-run movies 
such as Jaws and Taxi Driver fea-
tured, often giving film fans with 
young families the opportunity to 
see films that otherwise may have 
been impossible given cinemas 
were more distant and less accessi-
ble than they are today. These eve-
nings were very social with wine, 
cheese and nibbles being served in 
the interval, created by the need to 
change reels of film on the projec-
tor. Initially the projector stood in 
the hall but there were complaints 
about the noise so some renova-
tions were made to create a projec-
tion room at the rear of the hall . 

Children's sessions were held 
on Saturday afternoons and the 
film group went from strength to 
strength for several seasons. 

Warrandyte has also had its very 
own film-makers. 

The inaugural Warrandyte Film 
Festival in 2009 showcased some 
of these in the Warrandyte on 
Screen session. The Christmas Car-
nival (1939, a silent documentary, 
marked an exhibition at Penleigh 
Boyd's studio and following Christ-

mas celebrations. The next, In My 
Beginning (1949) was a 20-minute 
long documentary written by the 
pupils of Koomong School and 
headmaster J.C. Neild. It featured 
a voice over narration and high-
lighted the school's North War-
randyte location beside the Yarra 
River with students shown work-
ing, studying and relaxing with the 
teaching staff. The evening closed 
with a clever and funny student 
film by John Hipwell Junior. 

Then there is animation. Local 
potter and identity Gus McLaren, 
better known as one of the pot-
ters who founded Potters Cottage, 
started out as a cartoonist and 
became a trailblazer in animation 
in Australia as co-writer, anima-
tor, artist and director of Fredda 
the Frog. Up to the 1960s it was 
America who had led the world in 
animated films and Fredda the Frog 
was the first ever Australian televi-
sion cartoon. It featured for a year 
in 1962 in the children's program 
The Tarax Show. 

North Warrandyte resident and 
Diary cartoonist Paul Williams also 
established a career as a producer 
of animated children's films. The 
telemovie The team-Driven Adven-
tures of Riverboat Bill was ·cripted 
by Cliff Green, and employed much 
local "talent", from voice actors 
to animators and even a camera 
operator. 

Animation tradition ha contin-
ued more recently with an animat-
ed, stoj>-motion film featuring Lego 
characters called It's Their World 

Screenpla by 
CLIFF GREE 
Based on his 
Rt e boat Bt Books 

but it's Our Choice by a Warrandyte 
student, Kieran Phillips, being com-
mended in a statewide environmen-
tal short film competition in 2010. 

But the film game is continually 
changing. While Hollywood style 
film worlds continue to produce 
large budget features and anima-
tion, there has been a filmic revolu-
tion due to the World Wide Web 
and You Tube and with the avail-
ability of video on mobile phones. 
It doesn't take much effort to find 
endless short films and biogs about 
Warrandyte on the web. 

From mountain biking on Fourth 
Hill or panning for gold to skim-
ming the surface of the Yarra 
River courtesy of a mall camera 
mounted on a model helicopter. 
there are dozens of short films of 
varying length, style and quality. 
Perhaps much of this new film ";II 
be ephemeral and only tho e most 
noteworthy will survive to in, pire 
future generations about the place 
where they live. If they can achieve 
that they will have made their 
mark. 

The mythical town of Rainbow's 
End shared many characteristics 
with the very real town of War-
randyte. such as an important 
local paper. bushfire threats nd 
environmental i sue: to re,olve. 
However whil th mythic I pla e 
is no more, foll ~wing the end of the 
TV series, Warrandyte continues to 
prosper and will, no doubt. contin-
ue to offer inspirational location 
and ettings for all kinds of film-
maker well into the future 
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Say hello to 
Smokin' Jo 
With past champions 
like Jo Metcalfe 
among us, it's little 
wonder basketball is 
red-hot in our town. 
BRIANNA PIAZZA 
chats to a Tiger with 
a tale to tell. 
Jo, tell us a bit about your 
background and your fam-
ily. 
I was born in Adelaide and I 
grew up there. My family and 
I have been in Warrandyte 
for about 13 years. I have 
two girls - Kayla, who plays 
netball and basketball and 

iloo, who participates in 
basketball and calisthenics. 
My husband Steve and I both 
have sport backgrounds (he 
was the junior singles, dou-
bles and mixed badminton 
champion in 1986) and we've 
both encouraged the kids to 
play sport because we got so 
much out of it. 

Can you share with us some 
details about your excellent 
basketball career? 
I first started playing 
through school and I played 
under 12s/ 14s in South Ad-
elaide. I started to play se-
nior level at the age of 14 in 
South Adelaide. Then I went 
to the Australian Institute of 
Sport for three years when 
I was 15. lt was one of the 
first highlights of my career 
because I absolutely loved 
it there. After that, I came 
back and joined the WNBL 
for West Adelaide for a 
couple of years. Then, when 
I was about 20, I moved to 
Melbourne to play for the 
Melbourne Tigers in the 
WNBL I made the Australian 
Junior Team and I went to 
the Junior World Champi-
onships - we won a bronze 
medal there. We were the 
first Australian basketball 
team - junior or senior - to 
win a medal at world cham-
pionships or Olympic games. 
Then I made the senior Aus-
tralian team, known as the 
Opals. I made the Olympic 
team for the Barcelona Olym-
pics in 1992, but the team 

didn't go to the Olympics. It 
was an honour to make an 
Olympic team, but not going 
to the Olympics was pretty 
heartbreaking. I played for 
Bulleen in 1996 and 1997. 

What are some memorable 
highlights for you? 
I was MVP, All Star Five and 
Top Scorer for the WNBL in 
1991. I am a life member of 
the WNBL and have played 
more than 250 games. During 
the 25th year celebration of 
the WNBL, they named the 
top 25 players for that time 
and I was named on that list. 

How often did you have to 
train to become so skilled in 
basketball? 
When I played for the Austra-
lian Opals I worked in a bank 
full-time and then trained 
for basketball almost full-
t ime. So in the early 1990s, 
when basketball was huge, 
we trained five days a week 
- that would be on court, 
fitness and gym work - and 
then we would play on week-
ends. So it was pretty full on. 

Do you have any favourite 
games that stand out from 
the rest? 
I never won a WNBL grand 
final , but I played in two. 
In 1994 we played in the 
final against Adelaide and it 

went into double overtime 
and it stands as the most 
memorable grand final of all 
time. We lost by about six 
points. I had never been so 
exhausted in my entire life! It 
was the sort of game where 
it was the last man standing 
and everyone was exhaust-
ed. Another memorable 
game for many reasons was 
the first game my husband 
saw me play. He had no idea 
about basketball and didn't 
think much of it and he came 
out to watch us play and 
I had the game of my life 
- I shot something like 35 
points and changed his mind 
about basketball. 

Do you still play now? 
No. 1 continued playing after 
I had my daughter, Nikki. 
In 19991 blew my knee out 
and had a major knee recon-
struction and didn't go back 
to playing WNBL after that. I 
was about 30 and I probably 
was going to retire one or 
two seasons later anyway. 
Then I moved to Warrandyte 
and now I coach the Red-
backs. I've been doing that 
for at least five years now. 
I miss the playing and the 
competition and the battle 
on the court, but I don't 
miss the training required to 
keep you at that level. Even 
though I had my knee recon-
struction, I wouldn't change 
any of the things that have 
happened in my life. Coach-
ing is different and I like to 
put back into the sport that 
gave me so much. 

What do you think of the 
local sports scene in War-
randyte? 
I think it's great, especially 
as Warrandyte is rather 
unique in its community. I 
think it offers all the major 
sports opportunities for kids 
- football basketball, tennis 
and all that sort of thing. The 
kids really get into it and the 
parents are there supporting 
them. I think it's a strong 
part of the community as-
pect. You get to see all the 
kids running around in their 
different sports uniforms on 
the weekend and I think the 
high participation rate in 
Warrandyte is great. 

CHALLENGE DRIVES RUNNER UP THE WALL 
WHEN Warrandyte 's Neil 
Sproat decides to run off, he 
means it. He recently spent 
the trip of a lifetime running 
21.lkms in the Great Wall of 
China Marathon. We asked Neil 
to give us a Diary~tyle account 
of his amazing journey. 

5164 steps into history 
The city of Huangyaguan in the 

province of nanjing is about three 
hours by bus from Beijing. It is 
the setting of one of my latest 
challenges, 'hitting the wall' . I am 
among 2000 competitors from 
more than 50 countries who have 
gathered at Yin and Yang square. 
Before us sits the Great Wall, 
which I really know little about. 

The lead-up 
We (sister Carolyn and friend 

Narelle) arrive two days before the 
guided tour. Wanting to find non-
touristy places, we come across 
Taoranting Par1l After paying the 
30 cents entry fee, we are amazed 
at the activity inside. Thousands 

of people, mainly elderly, are do-
ing Tai Chi, badminton, praying, 
singing songs, exercising and 
playing a game where they kick 
a wei9hted 'hacky-sack' around 
in a circle. We are occasionally 
stopped by locals for photos and 
to test their English language 
skills. On a later visit for a warm-
up run, I am stopped by a man 
who challenges me through 
broken English to a sprint. While I 
manage to hold on and beat him, 
after our sprint any sense of ac-
complishment I feel is somewhat 
diminished when he informs me 
that he is 78 years old. 

The Wall 
Two days before the event, we 

are driven up to Huangya9uan 
to familiarise ourselves with the 
course and surroundings. The 
wall is breathtaking and exceeds 
my expectations. I find myself a 
little disappointed when I realise 
that I am only on the wall for 
3.5km, but once I start walking I 
realise that this is long enough. 

We take photos and marvel at 
the sheer beauty of the surround-
ings. It is important to keep your 
wits about you and concentrate on 
where to place your feet. The wall 
is varied: some parts consist of 
small steps, some large, some are 
deep and some shallow. There are 
sections where there is no wall on 
one side at all. And the cobbled 
stones are quite hazardous. 

Race day 
It starts m unexpectedly freezing 

conditions, however, it is much 
nicer to see a clear sky than the 
Beijing smog that we became 
accustomed to. We start with a 
5km run up the hill through the 
villages to the entrance to the wall. 
With my leQS screaming from the 
start and still a bit sore from the 
inspection two days prior, I enter 
the wall for the 5164 steps. 

Staggered starts and a 5km run 
have spread the field a bit, how-
ever, it is still crowded and the 
pace is very slow. 

Over the breadth of the wall not 

much running can be achieved 
but given the terrain this is not 
entirely a bad thing. My quads 
are burning but when the slope 
changes, my hamstrings and 
calves share the pain. 

It takes about an hour to finish 
the 3.5km stretch of the wall and 
my earlier disappointment about 
the distance fades into relief that 
it is over. I was told before doing 
this event to add 50 per cent to 
my usual time, hence giving me 
an expected finish time of three 
hours. 

After getting off the wall , we 
now just have the minor detail of 
13km through outlying villages. 
This is truly an amazing experi-
ence as families - young and old 
- line the streets for the big event 
on their annual calendar. We wind 
through areas that look like they 
have had no visitors before and 
later stop for photos with kids and 
receive flowers and drinks (by this 
stage it Is quite a lot warmer and 
refrigeration doesn't seem to be a 
strong point in China). 

I feel quite strong running and 
have about 3km to go before the 
body starts to complain. Not a bad 
result, really, and I cross the line 
in 2 hours 59 minutes. 

Those silly enough to do the full 
marathon had about 26km in the 
villages and then had to run the 
wall and the 5km in reverse order. 

As I sit in Yin and Yang Square 
mentally patting myself on the 
back, I look at what these people 
have to go through and quietly 
enjoy the fact that I resisted the 
temptation to upgrade to the full 
marathon. For the record, the 
super-fit Narelle completed the full 
marathon in 5 hours, 32 minutes, 
while my big sister, Carolyn, did 
the 10km in 2 hours 40 minutes. 

What's next? 
I plan to do the Melbourne 

Half Marathon ( or full if I get 
motivated) this year. My next big 
adventure, however, is the Solar 
Eclipse Marathon in Port Douglas 
In November next year. You're 
welcome to Join me. 



August 20 I l Worranayte Diary 25 

Finals fling for Venom 
By TONY OLIVER 
WARRANDYTE Venom have a cham-
pionship in its sights with the Senior 
Division 2 men playing finals this 
month. 

Led by coach Kelvin Bowers and 
star import Tron Smith, the Venom 
ended the home and away season 
in second position and was set for 
a home game against McKinnon on 
August 6. 

In the final round of the Big V 
competition, Warrandyte's Venom 
D2M side confirmed its second finals 
appearance in as many years with an 
87-74 win over Cranbourne. Honours 
were shared in the opening quarter, 
but a dominant second and third 
quarter were enough to give the 
Venom the win. Josh Collins (22), 
Tron Smith (18), Chris Vanderzaag 
(15) and Chris Jones (13) were the 

Ul2 Girls 
well in 
the hunt 
WARRANDYTE'S Under 12 Girls 
worked hard against lowly placed 
Keilor to secure second place on 
the ladder and a finals appearance, 
with only two rounds to go in the 
representative basketball competi-
tion season. 

Shooting percentage let the girls 
down in the 20-16 win. Gabbi Depetro 
top-scored for the Venom with 8. 
Shelby Green scored 5. 

"The girls fought for everything 
with good rebounds," said coach 
Emma Collins alter the game. 

Next on court the Under 14 Boys 
(VJLI grade) took on Craigieburn. 
Warrandyte holds eighth place, with 
a slim chance of making the finals . 

Craigieburn opened well and were 
leading 8-4 with five minutes to go in 
the first half. 

Coach Gerry Pearce called a time-
out, rearranged the side and the rest 
of the game flowed Venom's way. 

A two-point lead at the break led 
to a 39-17 win. Scoring was led by 
Daniel Robertson (13) along with 
Liam Cridland (9) and Connor Mc-
Grath (7). 

Pearce praised the side's determi-
nation and pressure. 

The Venom will have to keep win-
ning games and see how results fall 
to determine whether they will be 
in the finals . 

The Under 16 Boys were always 
going to struggle against Hawthorn. 
The visitors were sitting second 
on the table, while the Venom was 
last. 

Hawthorn was taller and the Ven-
om's only chance was to play to 
its speed with turnovers and fast 
breaks. To its credit, the Venom fol-
lowed the game plan and a final score 
of 35-22 to Hawthorn was a decent 
result. Nathan DeLacy scored 10, 
with 4 from Nicholas Cookes. 

"The defence was excellent, Haw-
thorn are a top side," said coach 
Gerard Leonard after the game. 

"We let ourselves down getting 
the rebounds by giving it away too 
easily to the opposition. In offence 
we just need to keep working hard, 
getting into position, and getting 
there faster." 

The night finished with a 57-29 win 
to the Venom over Southern Penin-
sula in the Under 18 Boys game. 

Warran,dyte's Jarrod Buzzini 
opened the scoring with a nice 
lay-up from a mid-court turnover, 
but Southern Peninsula was right 
up there in the opening minutes. 
However, once Warrandyte hit its 
stride the result was never in doubt. 
Every team member contributed to 
the scoresheet, the best coming from 
Joel Rimes (13) and Jessie Aitchison 
and Lachlan Evans (8). 

The Venom is now in a tight race 
for a finals place, with lour teams 
vying for the last place. Just like the 
Under 14 Boys, they need to keep 
winning and hope other results fall 
their way. 

leading scorers. 
The Youth Women's side ended its 

season on a high with a 59-53 win 
over the Hume City Broncos. The 
game opened at a last pace and it 
was all Venom in the opening quarter 
as the girls took a 23-10 lead. Hume 
City fought back and had the mo-
mentum when scores tied at 40-all 
at three-quarter time before a tense 
final quarter. The Broncos played 
better in the opening minutes, but 
cool heads and controlled play by 
the Venom in the final minutes of 

the game delivered a win . Leading 
scorers were Maddy Taylor (14), 
Georgina Werninghaus (13), Amber 
Saunders (10) and Jess Cridland 
(10). 

The victory was the third win for 
the girls and coaching stall led by 
Nicole Howard and Dennis Hoehne. 

For the first time in its short his-
tory, Warrandyte Venom's DI W 
women will not be competing in the 
finals alter a horror run of injuries 
took its toll. 

The season finished with a close 
54-52 loss away to Sunbury. The 
Venom led by two at three-quarter 
time, but Sunbury took the points 
in the final quarter. 

The game marked the final appear-
ance of much-loved Warrandyte 
Venom captain Jaz Borella, who will 
retire at the end of the 2Kl 1 season. 

er 12 Girls cool 
down after their impressiv Keilor. 
Leaping Redback: Lockier big two-pointer in 
the Under 11 Boys competi 
All smiles: Under 13 A Grad on, Victoria 
Bollands and Nat McDonal 

In her fourth season with the senior 
women's team , the former War-
randyte Redbacks junior will end a 
fantastic career that included play-
ing in America. 

"Jaz will be sadly missed," said 
coach Justin Nelson. 

"She is a fantastic role model on 
how to lead a team with humility, 
passion and ownership. She abso-
lutely leads from the front and I will 
miss her greatly out on court." 

Alter returning from a college 
career in the US, Borella joined the 
Venom in 2008 and was thrust into 
the captaincy role when Sally Phillips 
was forced to retire through injury in 
early 2009. Since that time, Nelson 
has never hesitated in looking to 
Borella for leadership and experi-
ence for his young squad. 

"The great thing about Jaz is that 

RECORDS SET TO BOUNCE 
REDBACKS are looking to attract 
record numbers of young basket-
ballers to their registration day 
on Saturday August 13, according 
to club general manager Justin 
Nelson. 

"Over the past few montba the 
club baa poured heaps of hours 
and attention into the Redback.s 
program, especially with our play-
er development manager Gerard 
Leonard helping out at training 
aeaalona and attending games on 
Saturdays," said Nelson. 

"Programs like Future Forces, 
AWISle Hoops and Mlnl Ball are 
all at record numbers, while our 
recent School Holiday Camps at-
tracted more than 200 players. 

"Baaketball ls booming and we 
are determined to help these 
young players enjoy the game, de-
velop better skills and be a part of 
a fantastic family environment. 

"From a parent's perspective the 
knowledge of having the children 
enjoying a fun and active game ls 
far better than watching them sit 

on the couch playing video games 
and Redback.s ls a great place to 
get involved and be active." 

The rel{lstration day will be 
held at Warrandyte Sports Com-
plex (Andersons Creek Primary 
School) between 9am and 4pm. 
All exlsting and past players, 
along with new players wantlllJ( to 
join, are invited. Age groups thls 
summer extend from Under 8s 
through to Under 20s. For further 
information contact the club at 
gmOwarrandytebull:etball.oet.au 

she knows when to talk and how to 
deliver the message," he said 

"The players respect her greatly 
because she doesn't just say things 
for the sake of it, she doesn't just 
talk because she's the captain Jaz 
leads. 

"I'm hoping to have Jaz involved in 
our coaching staff next year. but I'm 
sure there are many things she also 
wants to go out and do after commit-
ting a good 20 years to basketball. 

"She knows the door is always 
open. We would love to have her 
involved. 

"People on the outside don't get 
to see how much Jaz goes through 
each week to get the body right and 
ready to go, she has dealt with some 
big injuries over the years, but her 
passion for the game and the club 
clearly outweighs the pain." 

Desperate 
Redbacks 
bite hard 
in first half 

By TONY OLIVER 
THE Warrandyte Redbacks bas-
ketball Under 13 A Grade Girls re-
cently displayed a dominant first 
half to record a 31-15 win against 
Koonung and maintain fourth 
place on the ladder. 

Scores from Victoria BoUands 
(12), Tegan Leeson (6) and at Mc-
Donald (5) took the Redbacks to 
victory. Coach Dale Leeson used 
the game to fine-tune h.i.s players' 
skills, focussing on fast pace and 
aggression to the basket. 

Warrandyte needs to keep win-
ning as Park Orchards is just be-
hind it on the ladder. 

Two high standard boys games 
followed the girls with Warran-
dyte taking on Balwyn in two A 
Grade games. 

lo the Under 17s, both sides 
started well and the l{ame was 
tight. Jack Cousens hit a three-
pointer (one of h.i.s two for the 
day) to open the Redbacks' score. 
Llttle separated the teams at the 
break with the Redbacks holding 
a four-point lead. 

Continued aggression at the ba5-
ket and good court speed enabled 
the Redbacks to run up a 49-31 
final score. 

Coach Matt Lane was pleased 
with the spread of scoring, with 
10 points coming from Jack 
Cousens, David Bain and Tim 
Apostolides. 

"Look for the shot, don't force 
it," he said during a time-out. 

The final four lo the A Grade 
section has been decided but the 
race is on for second place and 
the double chance. 

The followins{ game was clash 
in the Under 15 A Grade Boys 
competition. Warrandyte 
without Chris Bollands., Alden Ceb 
and Astan Uwe (all with injuries), 
but took a one-point lead into the 
break. 

Balwyn came back lo the second 
half with a four-point lead, the 
Redbacks gradually parina this 
back to two points wlth just I 
than two mlnut left to go. t 
the one-minute mark, Balwyn was 
able to get the dei ve turno"-er 
and the two points from a ~-
Ing lay-up were enough to seal 
the game. Warraodyte's Justin 
Rowan-Black hit a thtte-po1Dt OD 
the buzzer to make the fbaal acore 
36-32 to Balwyu. 



26 Warrandyte Diary August 20 I l 

Young Bloods fall short 
By CHRIS CHAPMAN 
\ ARRA1 DYTE lost to Chirnside 
Park la t Saturday in a tight contest 
at \Varrandyte Reserve. 

The Bloods were looking forward 
to the cla h with both sides enter-
ing the match on five wins and I 0 
losses. For the young Warrandyte 
side it was about learning to string 
four consistent quarters together 
and regaining its early season con-
fidence. 

Tight and low-scoring from the 
start, young Blood am Tansley be-
gan well with a strong mark and goal 
while forwards Ben Taylor and Mick 
1orello were dangerous around half 

forward. It was hard and tough in the 
middle with Chimside throwing its 
bigger bodies around attempting to 
put the younger, smaller Warrandyte 
side on the back foot. The Bloods hit 
back, however, showing they were in 
for a fight and going head to head 
with Chirnside until the first quarter 
ended in a stalemate at 3.3 apiece. 

The second quarter was another 
close contest, but Chirns ide Park 
made more of its limited opportu-
nities up forward. Gaining some 
control in the midfield, Chirnside 
started to move the ball inside 50 
with ease. The Warrandyte back six 
stood strong in an attempt to get 
play back in Warrandyte's hands 
and up forward, but struggled to 
move the ball past the centreline. 
Despite this, the Bloods did well to 
keep Chirnside to three goals while 
adding one themselves. Warrandyte 
trailed at half-time 4.3-27 to Chim-
side Park 6.4-40. 

After half-time, the Warrandyte 
players seemed rejuvenated and 
desperate not to let the game get 
away. As the back.line stood tall, the 
midfield and forwards stepped up. 
Skipper Tom aughtin and young 
gun midfielder Tom Appleby started 
to win the contested ball in the 
middle and gave Warrandyte first 
use of it, allowing the forwards to 
claw a few goals back. A four-goal 
third term brought the Bloods back 
into the match and despite trailing 
by a point at three-quarter time, 
it seemed momentum was with 
them. 

The final term would test the 
young Bloods' ability to run out the 

game and finish strong. Each contest 
was hard and tough as both teams 
tussled back and forth for victory. 
Warrandyte had its chances, but 
missed the fairytale finish and lost to 
Chirnside Park by four points. 

The challenge now for the coach 
and committee of this young War-
randyte team is to ensure the group 
sticks together so it can continue to 
develop and grow. 

With just two rounds left in the 
2011 season (before this newspaper 
went to print), the Bloods travelled 
to Doncaster in Round 17, followed 
by a Round 18 at-home clash against 
Ringwood. Pending an injury-free 
match next week, Round 18 will see 
five-time best and fairest winner 
Warrandyte's Matt Wood run out for 
his 200th (and perhaps final) game in 
the red and white jumper. 

The Reserves played out a dra-
matic draw against Chirnside Park 
on Saturday. An enthralling contest 
saw the margin between the sides 
never bigger than an eight-point War-
randyte lead at quarter time. 

At half-time Chirnside Park wres-
tled back a two-point lead at the 
main break but struggled for goals 
in the third, ending it four behinds to 
Warrandyte's 2.1. Going into the final 
term the Bloods led 6.3-39 to Chim-
side Park 4.10-34. 

With scores tied at 54 and the 
siren imminent, a Chirnside Park 
player marked 30 metres out from 
goal, directly in front. Needing any 
score to take the lead, he played on 
and handballed to a teammate run-
ning past and into the open goal. In 
a stroke of luck for the Bloods, the 
siren sounded just as the Chirnside 
Park player went to kick what would 
have been a winning goal. The um-
pire blew his whistle with the game 
locked in a draw. 

Injury stricken Reserves 
The Reserves have been hard hit 

by injuries this season, but this al-
lowed several young Bloods fresh 
out of last year's Under 18s side to 
gain valuable experience. Despite 
some inconsistent performances, 
the Bloods more than held their own 
with other Reserves sides and sit 
sixth on the EFL ladder with seven 
wins and a draw from 16 matches. 

The Colts scored a solid victory on 
Saturday against Chirnside Park, de-
spite kicking one goal, eight behinds 
in the first quarter. 

Matthew Colborne-Veel was the 
star for the Bloods kicking six goals. 
He then went on to play for the un-
dermanned Reserves side and kicked 
another two. 

SENIORS 
Round 16: Chirnside Park 10.11-71 d War-
randyte 10.7-67 
Goals: M. Morello 3, B. Taylor 3, M. Chimen-
ton, S. Tansley , L. Evans , J. Buhagiar. Best: 
T. Hookey, D. Mullett Treloar, G. Godwin, G. 
McAdam, B. Dpteynde, T. Appleby. 
Round 15: North Ringwood 13.16-94 d War-
randyte 9.5-59 
Goals: M. Morello 6, M. Wood , B. Reid , B. Tay-
lor. Best: B. Opteynde, G. McAdam, T. Naughtin, 
M. Morello, T. Appleby, T. Hookey. 
Round 14: Mitcham 15.10-100 d Warrandyte 
6.4-40 
Goals: M. Wood 2, B. Taylor 2, T. Versteegen , 
D. Large. Best: T. Holman, B. Taylor, L. Evans, T. 
Appleby, B. Opteynde, G. McAdam. 

RESERVES 
Round 16: Warrandyte 8.6-54 drew with Chim-
side Park 7.12-54 
Goals: M. Colborne-Veel 2, J. Hale , C. Atkinson 
, T. Dunn , G. Carle , J. Powell , N. Dinakis. Best: 
L. Holewa, J. Powell , C. Haskings, P. Heffernan, 
J. Bowen, D. Beasley 
Round 15: North Ringwood 18.12-120 d War-
randyte 5.6-36 
Goals: C. Wheatley 2, J. Wright , C. Atkinson , 
J. Powell. Best M. Falkingham, P. Heffernan, J. 
Bowen, P. Burgoyne, S. Allardice, D. McIntyre 
Round 14: Warrandyte 6.14-50 d Mitcham 
6.9-45 
Goals: C. Atkinson 2, M. Colborne-Veel 2, L. 
Brewis , R. Gordon. Best: G. Godwin, J. Harris, R. 
Gordon, C. Haskings, J. Hale, M. Falkingham. 

UNOER 18s 
Round 16: Warrandyte 19.19-133 d Chirnside 
Park 9.7-61 
Goals: M. Colborne-Veel 6, L. Jurey 4, L. Chap-
man 3, S. Beasley, M. Gaffney , D. El Moussali , 
M. Lisle , C. Tibb , L. Jackson. Best: N. Thorpe, 
L. Jurey, M. Colborne-Veel, C. Tibb, 0. Hansen, 
S. Beasley. 
Round 15: North Ringwood 26.13-169 d War-
randyte 0.1-1 
Best K. Sproule-Carroll, L. Jackson, D. Rodoni , 
N. Dinakis, M. Gaffney. 
Round 14: Warrandyte 21 .17-143 d Mttcham 
5.8-38 
Goals: D. El Moussali 6, M. Colborne-Veel 4, C. 
Tibb 3, N. Dinakis 2, M. Gaffney , D. Burns , D. 
Tester , N. Thorpe , S. Hogan , J. Deer. Best: N. 
Dinakis, C. Tibb, M. Colborne-Veel, D. El Mous-
sali , J. Deer, D. Rodoni. 

Milestone: Five-time Best & Fairest winner and 2006 premiership captain, 
Matt Wood, will play his 200th senior game for Warrandyte against Ring-
wood at home on August 13. 

Have a look at these Hot Shots! DIARY 
SPORTS 
SHORTS 

HOT Shots is in full 
swing at Warrandyte 
Tennis Club. 

The first ever Hot 
Shots Challenge was 
held during the last 
school holidays and 
the kids "had a ball", 
according to coach 
Craig Haslam. There 
was a Red Ball event 
for ages six to eight 
and an Orange Ball 
event for ages eight 
to 10. 

"They were all very 
proud of themselves," 
Haslam said. 

"Rumour has it most 
medals were worn for 
a minimum of three 
days after the evenL" 

Pictured are the Or-
ange Ball competitors: 
Madison Edwards-
Turner, Kimberley 
Gllllng,Chlistopber 
Milburn-Clark, Jamie 
Lewis, Armand Pre-
torlu.s and Harrison 
fldnu.s. 

SOUTH Warrandyte Cricket Club has released its 
training dates for the upcoming season. Junior pre-
season net training is at Topline Sports, Burgess 
Rd, Bayswater, for six Sundays from August 21 to 
September 25, 10am to noon on the first and last 
days and from 11 am to 1 pm on the middle four 
Sundays. Cost is $5 per session for U1 Os to U16s 
players. Further sessions are scheduled for each 
Thursday between October 13 and December 15, 
5pm to 6:30pm, but U12s, U14s and U16s will 
share these on a three-week rotation. For more 
info contact Andy Exley on 0416 808 436. Junior 
Registration Day will be Saturday, August 27 from 
1 0am to noon and the season launch will be Friday 
September 16 from 6pm. 

WARRANDYTE raised more than $6000 for cancer 
charities through its annual Ladies Luncheon 
and Girls Football Match. Michelle Falkingham, 
Dee Williams and Kaylene Bowen organised the 
luncheon that featured guest-speakers former 
Australian cricketer Mel Jones and Australian 
Olympic swimmer Linley Frame. Later, more than 
50 females took i;>art in the footy match. 

PLAYER and coach development is high on the 
agenda for Warrandyte Basketball this season. 
Newly appointed player development manager Ge-
rard Leonard has already secured record numbers 
for new Aussie Hoops, Mini-Ball and Future Forces 
programs. The Warrandyte Basketball Academy 
starts next week with 24 players invited, while in 
term 4 a new skills session will be launched for 
domestic (Saturday) players. 

DON'T miss out on a ticket to the Warrandyte 
footy club's Best and Fairest count and end of 
season celebration to be held on September 30 at 
Manningham Function Centre. To secure a table, 
or for Individual tickets, call Tim Beasley on 0401 
834 474 or Tom Naughtln on 0421 231 419. 
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Buzz signs off \\Ti.th record 
By LANCE NILSSON 
JARROD Buzzini has ended a distin-
guished nine-year playing career at 
the Warrandyte Junior Football Club 
with a club record 167 games. 

"Buzz", a constant in defence since 
Tackers, was 201 I club captain in 
recognition of his willingness to 
play any role and give his all in 
every game. 

Buzzini has figured many times in 
the top three in the best and fairest 
awards and his skill in delivering 
the ball has set up many goals over 
the years. He was a key member 
of the Colts 2 premiership team in 
2010, a memory that will stay with 
him, along with running through the 
banner for his 150th game. 

"To hear that siren and know you 
have won with, and for your, mates 
was the ultimate," he said. 

Buzzini has had a terrific 2011 sea-
son, rating his recent performance 
against Park Orchards as one of his 
best ever games. 

Under lls 
The Under I ls had a big win 

against Ashburton in Round 10. 
The seven-goal victory was built on 
the back of four solid quarters of 
football. The team used the windy 
conditions to build a handy half-time 
lead. Kye Salomons and Ben Saxone 
were dominant in the midfield, pro-
viding opportunities for forwards 
Devin Harris-Allan and Quinn Clark 
to score multiple goals. Elliot Vive-
kanantham marked brilliantly and 
with Brayden Brownfield applying 
pressure, the Bloods powered away 
in the second half. Ben Dickson 
went forward late in the game and 
snagged the final two goals. Callum 
Padfield and Jasper Robison played 
their 50th games. 

Blood Ruby's Girls 
The Girls played" a wonderful game 

against Bulleen Templestowe, but 
were beaten by a point on the final 
siren. Stephanie Trkulia was again a 
standout. as was Taylor Padfield. 

However, the disappointment of 
that loss was replaced with joy the 
next week as the Ruby's defeated 
second-placed East Burwood in the 
upset of the season. In the mud and 
slush, the girls fought hard to record 
a six-point win. A goal by Dannielle 
Polkinghorne in the final quarter 
sealed the win. 

Under 13s 
A determined Warrandyte took 

on Banyule in blustery conditions 
in Round 11 . With Daniel Abbott 
dominating in the ruck and provid-
ing opportunities to Joshua Bilos 
and Brodie Powell on the ground, 
the Bloods posted a good half-time 
lead. Spencer Dunnett and Ryley 
Reardon were superb in defence 
and provided plenty of rebound. 
Tyson Sproule-Carroll and Robert 
Corigliano were impassable. Unfor-

tunately, the Bloods lost Sam Cookes 
with injury, Increasing the pressure 
for the second half. 

A superb third quarter, when Kiama 
Harris-Allan dominated up forward, 
saw the team pile on goals. The play 

of the day was a chain of passes that 
saw the ball move from the back 
pocket to Jake Tucker, who kicked a 
goal 20 metres out. The six-goal win 
was set up by the strong play of Josh 
Costin and Pierce Bowman. 

Under 15s 
The boys had a convincing 11-goal 

win over Park Orchards in Round 12. 
James Appleby, Michael Silos and 
Tim Willis' dominance in the back 
kept Park Orchards to only two goals 

Green machine: 
Warrandyte Tacker 
Marcus Green 
shows a bit of 
fancy footwork as 
he kicks long into 
attack (above); 
Owen Clark dashes 
away from oppo-
nents in the U11s 
(far left) and Jal"T'Od 
"Buzz• Buzzini (left) 
ends his Warran-
dyte Junior Footy 
Club career with a 
record 167 games, 
which is a tremen-
dous achievement. 
Action pictures: 
GARETH DICKSON 

for the game. Octa,;an Power-Priede 
was tirele s in the ruck and duly 
won the medal for the day. A game 
highlight was a spectacular mark by 
Astan Ure and pass on to an Gorrie 
that resulted in a goal. 
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n urs a 
Social Capital is a cessful communities. The term "social 
to social cohesion and rscinal investment in the community. Lions Clubs add to our 

social capital a come a part of it by joining the Warran 
Phone Jenni 83 to arrange a visit to a meeting oft 

www.landfteld.com.au 


