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(lothes for a

bush picnic!

(AT THE BRIDCE

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

Neighbourhood’s
got a few like

You learn somethin

66 EY Dad!” asked
Jasper. “Why
is it called
Stiggants Re-
serve?”

“Well, son. A Reserve is
an area of land reserved for
recreation.”

Neville smiled with satis-
faction. Knowing more stuff
was one of the few benefits
of being part of the older
generation.

“I know that. I mean why is
it called Stiggants?”

Now Neville was on less
certain territory. Time to
consult Warrandytepedia, the
authoritatively dubious digital
compendium of all things War-
randyte.

In the next half hour, father
and son not only learned the
etymology of Stiggants, but
many other fascinating facts
about their town.

Stiggants Reserve: An erro-
neous pronunciation of Stick
Ants Reserve, named for a
particular species of insect
common to the area, which
resembles a small twig. Locals
are generally familiar with
these ants, though some mis-
take them for small twigs.

Bendigo Bank: The northern
embankment of the river—the
one closer to Bendigo than
Tasmania.

Professors Hill: Though Pro-
fessors Hill and Lane argued
at length about the theory of
molecular epistemology in the
context of a priori quantum
empiricism, neither would
give ground and continue to
maintain separate positions.

Grand Hotel: An establish-
ment frequented by Gran for
so long they named it after
her.

Pasta Mania: Any outdated
Italian fad or craze including
hula hoops, petta rocks, yo-a-
yos, goldafish swallowing and
Rubik’s Acube.

Warrandyte Mechanics In-
stitute and Darts Association:
A place for rehabilitating
over-stressed auto repairers
through therapy and social
activities including craft, pot-
tery and darts.

Albatross Swimming Pools:
A venue for large seabirds
who enjoy doing laps or have
missed the ocean by approxi-

mately 30 kilometres.

Folkart: Unlike the AFL's
motorised foe cart for remov-
ing injured opposition players
from the arena, the Warran-
dyte Bloods employ a more
folky structure fashioned
from a piece of canvas slung
between two saplings and
carried by the least inebriated
spectators available.

Alfred’s Homestead: A home-
stead originally inhabited by
Alfred but overrun in recent
years by Roy Orbison, Neil
Diamond, Credence Clearwa-
ter Revival and Elvis.

The Old Bakery Book Shop:
Makes more dough than con-
ventional bookshops with

living with J’

The Trotts

popular titles including Loaf
Story, Catcher in the Rye
Bread, High Tin Tin, Oliver
Twist Bread and Bunfight at
the OK Corral.

Ruby Tuesday: Popular song
composed some time be-
tween the Stone Age and last
Wednesday about a girl who
bought a piece of jewellery on
advantageous terms, featur-
ing the line, “Good buy, Ruby
Tuesday, who could hang an
amulet on you?”

The Bridge Gallery: Offering
a fine selection of arch, truss,
suspension and cantilever
bridges, from a single plank
to complex structures of steel
and concrete.

Warrandyte Post Office:
Offering a fine selection of
treated pine, concrete and
steel posts. Also star pickets,
superstar pickets and Wilson
Picket (soon to be appearing
at Alfred’s Homestead).

Pound Bend Tunnel: The
sound of wombats smashing
their way through the hard
ground, negotiating rocky out-
crops, digging relentlessly to
the chant of pound, bend, tun-
nel, pound, bend, tunnel...

ALAN CORNELL

All characters appearing in
this work are fictitious. Any
resemblance to real places
or persons, living or dead, is
purely affectionate.
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Words and pictures by
SANDY BURGOYNE

The succession of strange
roadworks on Yarra Street
continues — apparently to
extend the bus bay into the
traffic lane outside the War-
randyte Community Centre
to match the bus stop on the
other side of the road.

Two days after the Cup Day
holiday, residents and traders
were bemused to discover
the bus bay in front of the
Community Centre had been
fenced off and workmen were
enthusiastically digging it up.
Trucks and machinery were
parked in the bay across the
frontage of the Community
Centre, affecting two shop
fronts and one office space
— the Lions Opportunity
Shop, Information Warrandyte
and the Warrandyte Diary.

“It is not going to be good for
business,” opp shop manager,
Liz Prewett told the Diary.

“People are seeing all this
and they are keeping away.
The stock, clothing and that,
can'’t go out the front because

of the cement dust flying
through the air.

“The noise level this morn-
ing, with the pneumatic drills
and the concrete cutters was
horrendous. We'd like to know
what it is they are doing,” she
said.

A temporary bus stop for
west-bound buses, which
takes up most of the parking
space, has been set up outside
Riverésque and the former
Gingko site. The bus stop
sign and timetable has been
taped to the fence with “bus
stop” and “no parking” spray-
painted on the bitumen.

The Diary noticed a VicRo-
ads vehicle parked at the road
works, but when we contacted
their media unit for comment
we were referred to the De-
partment of Transport (DoT).
We contacted DoT and asked
them to respond, admittedly
at short notice, but their me-
dia release did not reach the
Diary by the time we went to
press.

A Manningham council
spokesman said that council

does not have any part in
this joint VicRoads/DoT ini-
tiative.

“There has been regrettably
only minimal consultation
with council on this matter,”
Manningham Cr David Ellis
told the Diary.

“From the few discussions
that VicRoads and Depart-
ment of Transport have had
with myself and Manningham
officers it appeared that any
decision on the bus stop at the
Community Centre was put on
hold. The works currently
being undertaken have come
as an unwelcome surprise to
Manningham council. This is
not a smart way to introduce
major changes to local traffic
conditions.”

Cr Ellis has strong reserva-
tions about the loss of another
bus bay on Yarra Street.

“The State Department of
Transport and VicRoads have
rolled out their plan for in-line
stops — that is, where the bus
stops in the middie of the road
— as a one-size-fits-all solu-

conditions.

“In Yarra Street this has
meant an expensive solution
to a problem we didn’t have.
But it has created problems
we certainly don’t need. Traf-
fic on this already congested
thoroughfare is now regularly
at a standstill — and there are
daily risks to safety as motor-
ists pull out to drive around
the buses.”

Cr Ellis, who chairs Manning-
ham's municipal emergency
planning committee, also
raised concerns about emer-
gency evacuation.

“Warrandyte's extreme vul-
nerability to fire has been
acknowledged. In an event
like Black Saturday, we need
to prepare for large numbers
of people leaving the area in
a short space of time. With
only one narrow two-lane
road, and with fire and police
vehicles potentially compet-
ing with hundreds of cars,
we need to plan seriously for
orderly and rapid evacuation.
This must include planning

ties, including in this case
VicRoads and Department of
Transport. Removing the bus
indents seriously compounds
the problem of congestion
in an emergency situation,”
he said.

“Local MP Ryan Smith has
previously been receptive to
public concerns regarding a
similar situation at the adja-
cent bus stop at Whipstick
Guilly, indicating he would look
to use his ministerial author-
ity to reverse (at an estimated
cost of $80,000) the changes
only recently made to the
indent at that location. That
has yet to happen — but to
be restoring one indent even
while digging out another is
patently absurd. Warrandyte
people are entitled to ask
whether our state government
has any consistent plan at all
for local bus services and safe
traffic management in Yarra
Street.”

® The Diary will keep you
up-to-date on this important
matter.

By KARLY HICKMAN

The Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House Occasional Childcare
Service has been granted a six
months reprieve.

As reported in the June edition
of the Diary, the service was set
to close its doors at the end of
2011 following funding cuts from
federal and state governments.

“We have gone out on a limb to
facilitate our service for another
six months,” pro, coordinator
Karen Throssell told the Diary.

“We would have to close in six
months anyway, due to the refur-
bishment of the Warrandyte Com-
munity Centre scheduled to com-
mence in June 2012,” she said.

Neighbourhood House still has
hopes that state and federal gov-
ernments will reconsider their de-
cision to cut funding, but accord-
ing to Ms Throssell, there will be
no provision for the service in the
refurbished Community Centre.

“We hope that this reprieve will
provide time for parents to make
alternative ements for their
children and give our staff some

Reprieve for childcare

much needed security,” Ms Thros-
sell said.

The reprieve will be funded
through the program’s own fund-

“Some occasional childcare ser-
vices in other areas will remain
“?en by increasing prices, but the

dyte service has tradition-
ally found it difficult to run as we
are one of the only programs that
has to pay rent for our rooms,” Ms
Throssell said.

Warrandyte Community Associa-
tion president Dick Davies said
that while WCA has been sup-
portive of council taking over the
management of the Warrandyte
Community Centre, there have
been flow-on effects, such as de-
creased accessibility for commu-
nity groups and services that need
to be addressed.

Concerned WCA committee
member Merilyn Evans says the
closure of the Occasional Child-
care Service is an “issue for the
whole community” and she plans
to raise the issue formally at the
next WCA meeting.

tion without considering local

by all relevant state authori-

Roadworks: Where
once was a bus bay

prs

Green Wedge . safe: minister

By KARLY HICKMAN

Planning minister Matthew Guy has
categorically rejected any assertion
that there is a threat to the Green
Wedge in the Warrandyte area.

Urban Growth Boundaries and the
Green Wedge were discussed at a
meeting held recently between the
Warrandyte Community Association,
Mr Guy and Ryan Smith, minister for
environment and climate change and
MP for Warrandyte.

“The meeting was very fruitful,
quelling some unfounded concerns
among community members around
changes to Urban Growth Boundar-
ies,” Mr Smith told the Diary.

“This process was never at any
point about mass scale change to Ur-
ban Growth boundaries,” he said.

Nillumbik council has reaffirmed
their support of the Urban Growth
Boundary, pledging that they will
give Minster Guy a definitive an-
swer on his invitation to council
to review Urban Growth Boundary
anomalies.

“Council will advise that there are
no significant anomalies in the cur-
rent position of the Urban Growth
Boundary in the Shire of Nillumbik,”
Nillumbik mayor, Cr Helen Coleman

said.

“We are committed to this policy
position. We recognise our respon-
sibility in managing and protecting
the Green Wedge.

“Our stance is very clear. Council’s
decision is consistent with the state
planning policy framework, local
planning policy framework and the
Nillumbik Green Wedge management
plan 2010-2025,” Cr Coleman said.

Although Nillumbik council has
specifically stated that this review
was not open to general public
submissions, Manningham council
has invited landowner submissions
regarding significant anomalies as-
sociated with the existing Urban
Growth Boundary.

Before their meeting with the
planning minister, the Warrandyte
Community Association was con-
cerned that Manningham council
has opened its doors to vested
interest development while simulta-
neously reaffirming its support for
the location and extent of the Urban
Growth Boundary, and for sustain-
able management and protection of
Melbourne’s Green Wedges.

“Astonishingly, having identified
‘no additional areas of land suitable

for development and inclusion within
the Urban Growth Boundary’, f
ing an exhaustive review, council has
abandoned this position and invited
anyone with a private vested interest
to make their case to the minister
whilst excluding any other members
of the community,” WCA president
Dick Davies told the Diary

However at their meeting with the
planning minister, “It was made very
clear that individual submissions as
invited by Manningham council will
not be considered. At the end of the
day, Manningham council has recom-
mended no anomalies to the Urban
Growth boundary,” Ryan Smith told
the Diary.

WCA's understanding of Minister
Guy's position is that identifications
of “significant anomalies™ will not
result in any increase in residential
land development in Manningham
or Nillumbik.

“We are now far more comfortable
with the commitment to the existing
Urban Growth Boundaries by both
councils and state government,”
WCA Dick Davies said.

Ryan Smith has reaffirmed his
unequivocal support for the Green
Wedge.
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Dismay

It was with dismay and as-
tonishment that we read the
letters of complaint from
various persons pertaining
to Alan Cornell’s satirical take
on Neighbourhood House
classes in September’s Trotts
column.

Putting aside the question
of how funny one found the
contents of the article (we
thought it worth a chuck-
le) no right-minded person
would not have regarded the
material as anything other
than absurdist satire, far
removed from the real and
valuable work carried out at
the Neighbourhood House, as
recognised by all Warrandyte
locals.

No different to the light-
hearted mockery of numer-
ous other local organisations
and individuals in many a
Follies item. In fact, an entire
raucous show was produced
on taking an absurd look at
Jim's Franchises (Jim's Fol-
lies) several years ago. On
this occasion, Jim himself and
anumber of his most success-
ful franchisees booked out
one show and laughed their
heads off—as we recall.

We fear that, if anything, the
complainants may have di-
minished themselves through
their letters, not the Trotts
piece.

Darren & Birgette Bowers

Attack

We love how anyone in the
community can generally
have their say in the Warran-
dyte Diary, but we also respect
and admire many of your
contributors, especially Alan
Cornell. However, most of
the feedback directed at him
about September's edition of
Living with the Trotts was an
attack on a man who is highly
regarded in this town for his
community contributions,
lovely demeanour, clever wit
and who tirelessly “gives” to
the local arts scene.

Was it necessary for such
bitterness? In our opinion, it
came across as being down-
right nasty and over the top.

Alan is a talent. He is also a
great family man and friend to
many. Anyone who knows him
also knows he only has good
intentions, despite infusing a
little cheekiness into Living
with the Trotts. Admittedly,
offence was taken by “some”
at Warrandyte Neighbour-
hood House and Alan may
have slipped up a little in that
he may have misjudged the
sensitivities of some in his bid
to entertain on this particular
occasion. We personally know
he was deeply embarrassed
and hurt by the barrage of
abuse in last month’s edition
of the Diary, but his response
was dignified and sincere;
something that quite clearly
paints a picture of the man.

Unfortunately, it has re-
flected badly on Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House, more
so than the column and
its author. Living with the
Trotts always guarantees a
laugh-out-loud in our house
each month, as it did back in
September, but we certainly
weren't laughing at particu-
lar members of Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House. Our
funny bones were tickled b
a splash of witty humour wit
a dash of community spirit.
Many of our friends felt the
same way.

Alan Cornell's column is
clever, amusing and always
involves our community in

—)

dear diary

Letters to the Diary on local
topics are welcome. All letters
—including emails—must
include the writer’s full

name, address and phone
number, even if not intended
for publication. Letters

may be edited for reasons

of style, length or legality.
Letters can be posted to:
Warrandyte Diary, PO Box
209, Warrandyte Vic 3113.
They can be emailed to:
warrandytediary@aapt.net.
au; faxed to: 9844 4168 or left
in the mail slot in the Diary’s
front door at the Warrandyte

Community Centre.

some way, with a tongue
firmly planted in his cheek,
but always with his hand
on his heart. Indeed, we're
lucky to have it, and him. The
column is sometimes cheeky,
but that's what makes it such
a joy to read and we person-
ally know Alan would never
intentionally offend a person
or group in the Warrandyte
community.

We dearly hope this sort
of immoderate attack on a
quality Warrandytean doesn'’t
happen again. We look for-
ward to future instalments of
Living with the Trotts and also
the great work of the team at
Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House.

Scott & Kerry Podmore
Melbourne Hill Road

Prickly

What a prickly response Alan
Cornell’s article “We're all
good neighbours” created in
the September edition! Surely
it was just a witty tongue-in-
cheek piece with no malice or
insult intended? What a sad
world we live in if we can't
have a laugh at ourselves.

I'm sure Alan would have
been mortified to think that an
innocent piece of prose could
be so misconstrued.

Elise Berry
Hamilton Road

Saddened

I am saddened and dismayed
by the divisive and bitter
responses to Alan Cornell’s
September “Trotts” offering
by last month’s letter writers
to the Diary. To the outside
observer the six letters were
so obviously “orchestrated
gang warfare”, and | am truly
shocked by the mean-spirited,
sententious and personal na-
ture of the attack.

This is a man 1 know well,
and indeed so do some of the
letter writers. How can you
get him so wrong? How can
you attack him so publicly
without any acknowledge-
ment or respect for his con-
tributions to our community?
Alan has freely (and I mean for
free) given his time over many,
many years as fundraiser,
master of ceremonies, com-
mittee member and renowned
talent to the local primary
school, child care centre,
sporting clubs (cricket and
football) Scouts, Elderly Citi-
zens, Warrandyte Festival, the
Arts Association and Theatre
Company, the Relay for Life
and the Warrandyte Diary.

Recently Alan was awarded
Life Membership of WMI&AA
for his generous contributions
to the organisation and the
community.

Next time a person you
know quite well offends you,
try pic?dng up the phone and
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having a polite conversation
about it. Don’t hurl abuse via
the local paper. This tends
to reflect poorly both on you
personally and on the organi-
sation you represent.

Next month's Diary could be
a bumper issue. If eight million
New Yorkers are offended by
being unfavourably compared
to our beautiful town by Nev-
ille, Narelle and Gran there
could be a lot letters.

Gail Macrae
The Boulevard

Straw poll

A straw poll I recently con-
ducted among Diary readers
revealed many were bemused
by the reaction of a small
group of WNH supporter to
Alan Cornell’s piece.

While readers certainly
learned something of the
trials, tribulations and tri-
umphs of maintaining the
viability of WNH, the writ-
ers lost credibility because
of the sarcastic, vehement
criticism directed at the man,
his talents, his craft and his
motivation.

Most had not read racism,
disablism, ageism or sexism
into the piece, (however) two
commented that “exercise
for the deceased was a bit
insensitive”. Overall, readers
viewed the tone of the letters
as counterproductive to rais-
ing awareness of the value of
WNH and in generating empa-
thy or support for the writers,
if that was their intention.

Finally, Alan’s apology was
viewed as timely, humble and
sincere.

Merilyn Evans
Hawkes Road

Offended

Clearly, the “Living with the
Trotts” article in the Sep-
tember issue has offended
people at WNH, but I would
never have expected a full
page of letters dedicated to
the matter.

It is obvious that the partici-
pants have rallied together to
make their point, but I think
that their points were taken
too far. “Heresy"? Really?
“Sexist, racist and abusive of
the aged and disabled popula-
tion"? As for referring to Chris
Lilley, as far as I'm aware,
Narelle, Neville and Jasper et
al are also fictitious!

I recognise that the full page
of letters has given the respon-
dents their full entitlement to
free speech, but I think that a
little more editing of the page
may have amply made the
point, as well as given the op-
portunity for other matters of
importance to the community
to be heard.

In the seven years that my
family has lived here, | have
had the privilege of meeting
Mr Cornell on a small number
of occasions and cannot think

of a more humble, peaceful,
respectful, family oriented
and community minded per-
son than Mr Cornell. He is a
person | admire greatly and
someone | am proud to say
I know.

I consider his contribu-
tions to the Follies and other
artistic events as being the
highlight of most occasions.
I know that he gave his time
freely to support the local
child care centre one night
a few years ago. This was a
rollicking success and made
a huge contribution to future
generations of our village.

Yes, the monthly piece
about the Trotts rarely has
me bent over double with
laughter. It is clearly meant
to be a lighthearted look at
ourselves. Obviously this
time it has unintentionally
touched a nerve. But I believe
that some of the responses
were extremely personal,
vitriolic and unjust, and as
such should not have been
so openly expressed.

Tim Butterfield
Harding Road

Out of line

I believe the objections to the
Trotts column were complete-
ly out of line and caused more
damage to the Neighbourhood
House than Alan Cornell ever
could.

Ifind it completely offensive
to suggest Alan is “sexist, rac-
ist, and abusive of the aged
and disabled population”. So
far from the truth—ridicu-
lous.

Don’t stop entertaining us,
Al, we love your work and all
you do for the community.

Lighten up, ladies, your
interpretation of a fictional
column baffles me.

Jaki Cornell

(proud daughter-in-law
of Alan)

Bradleys Lane

Participant

Re The Trotts of Dingley Dell:

As a member of the Neigh-
bourhood House and enthu-
siastic participant in four
weekly classes (I highly rec-
ommend the Strong Women
Stay Young exercise class,
the Latin Mix and the Rock 'N
Roll classes), | did not take of-
fence at Alan Cornell’s column
about the Trott Family, in fact
I found it funny. Alan’s wicked
sense of humour in sending
people up is what we love,
and it is his reference to local
people/places/activities that
make his articles so unique.
My husband John, (who has
just joined the new Men's

ercise Classes—Tuesdays
@ 11.30am with coffee after),
has been referred to on many
occasions in a satirical man-
ner, but we did not take of-
fence, because it was, a? very
funny and b) done in a loving

manner.

Alan has always been a
supporter of all things War-
randyte, giving his time and
expertise to many, many ac-
tivities and people. Not for
a minute would I think he
meant anything malicious in
his article, in fact it should
be seen as a promotion for
the House.

I appreciate that the Warran-
dyte Neighbourhood House
feels threatened about their
relationship with Manning-
ham council but I do not agree
with their belief that Alan’s
article will have any detrimen-
tal effect on funding or class
enrolments.

As an advertising man I'm
sure Alan could say, “Any pub-
licity is good publicity”, and it
will only go to strengthen our
Neighbourhood House and all
the wonderful and hard work

Karen does.
Kerrie Boyle
Osborne Road

Roller

What a roller coaster ride
it was as | made my way
through October’s Diary.

As always | jumped straight

into my favourite column— -

Living with the Trotts—and
as always it didn't disappoint.
I then moved to the phone
tower victory article and
was uplifted by the thought
that a small community could
stand up to and win against
the power of a large multi-
national company. Go War-
randyte!

I flicked through further and
found myself at page 16—Sgt
Keith hangs up his hat. Wow,
Keith, I thought. You touched
my heart with your warmth,
sincerity and commitment
to your community. What a
loss for us, but best of luck
to you.

I then admired the sport-
ing pics and made my way
to the letters to the editor. |
was saddened and shocked
to read the attacks on Alan
Cornell. Maybe not everyone
gets Alan’s tongue-in-cheek
sense of humour, but to at-
tack him in such a way was
disappointing and very un-
Warrandyte. Alan’s column in
the September Diary gave me
a giggle (as usual) but it also
motivated me to go and check
out the courses on offer at
Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House for fourth term.

Alan’s column did not ap-
pear in any way to be deroga-
tory to me. So, to Alan I would
like to say, “Keep up the great
work and keep the laughs
coming”. I love it.

I hope I survive the next is-
sue of the Warrandyte Diary!

Dee Dickson
(by email)

Bewildered

Last month’s page of letters
to the editor concerning the
Living with the Trotts (Sep-
tember 2011) column left me
feeling sad and bewildered.
Sad, because Alan Cornell
has been a friend of mine for
over 30 years and | have never
known him to be deliberately
hurtful in any matter related
to his many volunteer com-
munity works in this town.
Bewildered, because | have
since spoken to many people
who read this particular col-
umn. Like me, they took it on
face value as an inoffensive
piece of fictional comedy and
certainly felt no residual nega-
tivity about the low—standing
ood works of the Neighbour-
ood House organisation.

However, those people who
sent letters of complaint obvi-
ously did not see it that way.
They certainly have a right
to their opinions about their
individual interpretations of
the content of that particular
column,

In my view however, a num-
ber of them did themselves
no credit with their targeted

ersonal abuse of Alan, and

think that they “crossed
the line” for what should be
expected in a fair-minded
community.

I believe that his published
response to their concerns
was appropriate and digni-
fied.

It is a pity the same cannot
be said about some of their
letters.

Ken Virtue
Hamilton Road

Favourite

One of my favourite songs
contains the line, “Just be-
cause you feel it, doesn’t mean
it's there.” The six letters to
the Diary (October) about
Alan Cornell’s Trotts column
(September) reminded me
of this.

In a relatively small, friendly
and well-connected commu-
nity, | was amazed that so
many letters were published
with the same underlying
theme—“I am feeling hurt, so
I must publicly strike out at
the person who made me feel
that way”.

Surely some wise heads from
Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House might have checked
with their friend Alan about
his intention, and if needed,
constructed a single, well
crafted and less obvious let-
ter on behalf of the organisa-
tion?

Instead, the unfortunate
consequence is that, rather
than highlight the obvious
vibrancy of WNH, these letters
may have done the opposite.

David Tynan
(by email)

Disgust

I write to express my disgust
at the disgraceful attack on
my Dad and his fictional piece
based on the Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House in
September’s Diary. 1 went
online and read the column
over and over, referring back
to the letters of protest, try-
ing to understand the group's
complaints. I struggled.

To me, the arguments put by
the WNH people were absurd.
I will stand by their right to
voice their opinion, but what
they did went so far beyond
voicing an opinion. Their
letters were mean-spirited
and downright nasty. Their
clearly coordinated attack
smacked of paranoia and a
deluded sense of persecution,
expressed in schoolyard-style
bitchiness.

Over 30 years in Warran-
dyte, Dad has contributed
more to this community than
most, and the personal attack
was unwarranted and hurtful.
The correspondents claimed
that the column might have
done untold damage to the
WNH. I suspect the only dam-
age to the group's reputation
may have been self-inflicted.

Chris Cornell
Bradleys Lane

Correspondence on this topic
is now closed.

©® More letters: Page 6
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When it comes to bushfire prepa-
ration, Warrandyte residents are
some of the most proactive in Vic-
toria, if response to a current CFA
cam is an to go by.
The CFA has been inundated
with calls from households in the
area, with more than 200 people

“But acce] the risk is only
the first step. After that you've
ot to do something about it—and
t's great to see that happening.
“Summer is just around the cor-
ner, and here is a service
available for the next month or so
that will come to your door at no

the exterior areas of your house
and garden, but can also sit down
with you and get you started on
your bushfire plan,” Mr Amos
said.

CFA fire safety officers provide
confidential and tailored advice
concerning:

.Plannlngforhlghﬂre risk fire
days

@ Effectively managing vegeta-
tion to reduce fire risk

® Property maintenance and
improvements to better protect
your home.

Be quick—the home bushfire
advice service is targeting War-
randyte and surrounding areas
until November 12.

The service is also available on
a more limited basis year-round.

® To book a free Home Bushfire
Adyvice Visit phone 9262 8501,
call the Victorian Bushfire Infor-
mation Line on 1800 240 667 or

already booking in for one-on-one  cost,” Mr Kennedy said.
visits thro the home bushfire “I'd urge everyone to call and
advice service. book in an appointment if you

This far outstrips the take-up for  haven’t done so already, even if
similar cam, in other areas you live around the more urban
of the state ch have a risk of streets around East Doncaster
bushfire. and Templestowe.”

South Warrandyte CFA captain “People in these areas often
Greg Kennedy said that the level don’t think about bushfire plan-
of awareness of bushfire risk was ning but they really should—if
very high around the area. there’s a fire then they will be

“All the brigades in what we impacted.”
call the greater Warrandyte area Local fire safety officer Jason

arrandyte, North Warrandyte, Amos said that the service was
uth Warrandyte and Wonga important because every prop-
Park) have made a real effort erty is different.
over the past years to get lpeople “It offers the chance to have a
about the possible bushfire expert right there on

pact of bushfire,” he said.

the spot at your home. We look at

/ .;, » 3 3;; .
y ~
Waterworks: CFA burn-offs help reduce bushfire risk.

Register burn-offs,
take all precautions

With the temperature rising,
the Country Fire Authority is
urging the community to take
extra care when burning off.

They are urging people to
register their burn with the
CFA on 1800 668 511.

Since the beginning of Sep-
tember, CFA has responded
to 223 burn-off related calls
across the state that turned
out to be false alarms.

“If people register their
burn-offs, we know what is
happenlng in that area and
it really helps us,” CFA state
duty officer Craig Brownlie
said.

“It reduces the chances of
CFA being called out to a false
alarm when the public calls
about a fire they have seen.”

“The community needs to

understand that, for the most

part, we're talklng about vol-
unteers who have to leave
their work or spend time away
from their family responding

to false alarms.”

Mr Brownlie said people
need to be more careful with
their burn-offs as the weather
heats up.

“The warmer weather over
the coming days is just a pre-
view of many more hot days
to come and landowners need
to take on more responsibility
when burning off,” he said.

“Due to favourable growing
conditions across Victoria
in 2011, there is an above
average risk for grassfires
for the upcoming fire season.
“Grassfires should not be
underestimated—they can
be extremely dangerous and
cause death, trauma or seri-
ous injury.”

There are a few sim aﬁle steps
landowners must take when
burning off;

@ Be aware of your council
burn-off by-laws

® Register the burn with
CFA on 1800 668 511

gov.au/hbas.

® Check weather condi-
tions

® Tell your neighbours
when you plan to burn-off to
avoid brigades being called
out unnecessarily by a neigh-
bour or passer-by

® Never leave a burn-off
unattended

“You should never burn off
in hot, dry, windy conditions
or if these conditions are
forecast within the time your
burn-off is expected to take,”
Mr Brownlie said.

“People should also leave a
three metre fire-break, free of
flammable materials around
an{ burn-off.”

If your burn-off gets out of
control, please call 000 im-
mediately.

@ For more information on
fire restrictions and burning
off, check www.cfa.vic.gov.au
or contact your CFA District
headquarters.

visit the CFA website www.cfa.vic.

Good advice: A local fire safety officer discusses fire risk wrth a Warrandyte

resident on her property. (Pictures by STEPHEN REYNOLDS)

Big CFA exercise
here this month:

be prepared!

Warrandyte residents are
reminded that fire will hit the
area later this month—but
only in make-believe!

As reported last month, a
large-scale exercise being
conducted by a number of
emergency service agencies
will provide residents of the
Warrandyte and North War-
randyte area with an opportu-
nity to test their preparation
and fire plans.

Coordinated by the Country
Fire Authority, the field exer-
cise, to be held on Sunday,
November 27 will also involve
firefighting appliances from
the MFB and DSE, as well as
firefighting aircraft.

Victoria Police and State
Emergency Service members
will also be involved, as well
as anumber of other agencies
in a supporting role.

The exercise will simulate
a bushfire in the Warrandyte
area and is expected to in-
volve around 1000 emergency

service staff and volunteers.

Warrandyte CFA captain
Bernard Ebzery said recent
research has revealed that
75 per cent of people living
in high-risk bushfire areas do
not have a detailed bushfire
survival plan.

“While most people have
an idea of what to do, they
haven't thought about what
could go wrong, made a back-
up plan, worked out how to
communicate with family
and friends or practiced what
they will do. All these things
are critical to survival,” he
said.

“It is particularly important
for residents of a fire-prone
area such as Warrandyte to
have a well prepared and
practiced bushfire survival
plan and to remember that
leaving early on a high-risk
day is always the safest op-
tion.”

CFA expects that residents
of the Warrandyte and North

In control: Planning is an important part of firefighting.

Warrandyte areas will be
minimally impacted by the
exercise. However, some road
closures will be in place dur-
ing the day. There will also be
increased emergency services
traffic in the area, which could
result in some delays.

“The exercise will also pro-
vide a great opportunity for
the community to enhance
their self reliance and resil-
ience when faced with an
emergency,” he said.

“Even though Victoria has
experienced wet weather over
the past 12 months, it only
takes two weeks of hot, dry
and windy weather to create
dangerous fire conditions
which is why we're asking
local residents to take this op-
portunity to test their bushfire
survival plans.”

® For more information
about bushfire preparation,
visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call
the Victorian Bushfire Infor-
mation Line on1800 240 667

Checklist

@ Plan to leave early.

@ Reduce fuel around the
home—long grass, leaves,
bark and twigs should be
removed.

@ Gutters should be cleaned.
@ Move firewood away from
the walls of your home.
w.umuﬂ'r&&'spt%
mm
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ourtopcop Julie’s thanks

Val Polley’s ability to capture the
essence of Keith Walker's contribu-
tion to the Warrandyte community,
as police sergeant for two decades,
was obvious in her Warrandyte Diary
article (October 2011).

Keith had the singular ability to
share jokes with people, yet with
a shrewd understanding of how to
divert trouble before people became
embroiled in the criminal justice sys-
tem. His guidance to police officers

he handling of young people with
ness was outstanding.

In his development of the War-
randyte Park Orchards Wonga Park
Police & Community Consultative
Committee, Keith showed a broad
grasp of local needs. In particular
the Warrandyte Housing and Sup-
rices, led by Margory Lap-
cently awarded the Order
tralia Medal) received total
t from Keith, with the ability
solve problems without bureau-
ic delay. uniquely possible in
arrandyte
Cr David Ellis described my contin-
ued interest as, “You can take the girl
out of Warrandyte, but you can't take
Warrandyte out of the girl.” Keith will
always have Warrandyte in his heart
and an interest in her future.

Louise Joy

former councillor
City of Doncaster &
Templestowe

Good luck

Good luck and God’s blessing on
Megan Curlis-Gibson, who starts on
November 9 as vicar of St Stephen’s
Anglican Church, Warrandyte, thus
securing the parish’s future. The
eucalypts and the river say welcome,
and the people of Warrandyte say
Amen.
Alan Nichols
former minister
St Stephen’s

Thank you all.

Firstly, Diary staff, I would like to
thank you for your wonderful sup-
port during our time of crisis with
this dreadful credit card ordeal.
Thank you so much for helping to get
the message out to our Warrandyte
community of our plight and the
plight of my fellow traders here in
Warrandyte.

To watch the business we have
worked so hard for, literally slip be-
tween our fingers so quickly, is just
heartbreaking. Our huge overheads,
together with the massive and rapid
plummet in sales, had us all reeling
with fear that we would not survive.
Had the Warrandyte Diary not got
behind us to rally support, we may
very well have been looking at our
options right now.

We are very slowly climbing our
way back. Our store sales have
improved marginally. We have still
not improved to the point where we
were before the crisis hit, however,
we are soldiering on and optimistic
that our locals will all get behind
all their community businesses to
ensure their long term survival.

Our staffing levels have been cut
back slightly to enable us to meet
our financial obligations until we can
recover somewhat, so we ask our

Warrandyte—without an IGA supermarket?

Have you thought about Warrandyte
without the IGA? Here are some pos-
sibilities:

The site could be vacant for a long
time, just like Ginko's. Without a
strong retail anchor, smaller busi-
nesses at the West End might strug-
gle or fail. Without a healthy flow of
people, the music of community-buzz
and sausage-sizzle aromas would
yield to a derelict asphalt void, pos-
sibly decorated with the odd syringe.

Then again, one of the larger su-
permarket chains might pick up the
site. Instead of a warm smile from
someone familiar at the check-out,

customers for their patience should
they need to wait a little longer for
service during peak times. However,
we are still endeavouring to provide
our Warrandyte community with
the wonderful, prompt service they
have come to expect from their local
supermarket. We employ almost 90
staff, most of them are Warrandyte
residents and many of them rely on
this business as their sole family
income. That is my motivation to
keep going!

I am proud of what this business
represents and provides for our War-
randyte community. Since losing my
husband Brian, this business has be-
come my lifeline and my staff are like
an extension to our family. We have
some beautiful staff who have shown
us incredible strength and loyalty
during the height of this crisis. | am
so proud of all of them.

Finally, to the people of Warrandyte
who have shown your love, under-
standing and support to myself and
my wonderful staff with your cards,
hugs, words of encouragement and
gifts. My heartfelt thanks go out to
each and every one of you. There
truly are some beautiful people in
Warrandyte.

Julie Quinton
(by email)

you could be pushing virtual buttons
on a robot register, and be thanked
by a cyber voice. Or you could spend
half an hour queuing for the solitary
check-out just to buy a few onions.
Contributions that once went to
community activities would enrich
distant institutional shareholders and
fatten megabuck executive salaries.
How about a jolly junk-food joint?
24/7 drive-thru super-size poly-
packed cholesterol catastrophes!
Or one of those minimal cost, mini-
mal service, zero-charm booze-barns
could put down stumps. You'll have
to drive to The Pines for a bag of

Julie Quinton. (Picture by Alana Ph ipé)

spuds, but in a short walk you'll be
spoilt for choice on 6-packs.

Or, why didn’t I think of it first? A
petrol station, perfectly positioned
for hoons to gas-up for a few laps
up the main drag and then slaloming
on the return stretch down Harris
Gully Road!

Wouldn’t any of the above out-
comes be about as bad as a phone
tower on the oval? Think how much
easier it is to keep IGA in than it was
to keep the tower out. All you need
to do is shop there.

Doug Mealy
Pound Road

IGA support

I write in to support our local IGA.
It is a wonderful supermarket and I
wouldn’t shop anywhere else.  value
the help they give to community
groups and the staff are cheerful and
helpful to me. Anyone who blames
them for the card skimming business
needs to get their facts straight. |
have been caught in the scam like
other Warrandyte people.

Shirley Rotherham
Tills Drive

IVERS <

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS

ALL TYPES OF ALTERATION AND REPAIRS

Highly experienced in business suits, dresses and

WARRANDYTE
WELDING

All materials welded.
Your place or mine.

No job too small
RING

: ]

sICT
“;/1/’%—-
LOCAL COMPUTER REPAIRS

Podiatrist

in Warrandyte at Goldfields Medical Clinic

Specialising in skin and nail conditions, diabetes

All aspects private and
business solutions & advice

foot care, and sports podiatry.

Phone: 9844 0466 Daniel Patience

formal wears. Friendly, professional and prompt service.
See ‘River’ at the front studio.

NEIL CARTER

VIRUS REMOVAL — DATA RECOVERY
UPGRADES — REPAIRS — NETWORKS

(Bachelor of Podiatry — Hons)

MON: 10.30om-5pm TUE-FRI: 10am-Spm {not between 3.15-4pm school pickup)

337 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD RD 9844 1905

ACT GLOBALLY — SHOP LOCALLY

9437 2556
0418 357 282

and more...

0449 697 814

i An Osteopath can help with:

e back & neck pain
headaches & migraines

* joint pain

sports injuries

sciatica

back pain with pregnancy
and much more...

OSTEOPATH

in Warrandyte

Warrandyte Osteopathy
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte 9844 2465

Find happ
calm and confidence
as you become more
balanced in all areas

of your life with

KINESIOLOGY
AND REIKI

Lyn Jordan 0407 800 903
Wonga Park

iness,

SugR

local trz

ort

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings
and child naming. All areas. Bruce
Shand, JP. Phone 9879 6726.
www.bruceshand.com.au

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Meaningful
ceremonies for all occasions. John
Byrne 9844 2155, 0418 995 189.

HOUSE PAINTING Call your local
painter for friendly and efficient
service. No job too small. Seniors’
discount available. Phone Clint’s
Progressive Painting Service 9844
4969 or 0424 731 830.

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 32 yrs, (Autocad 25 yrs).
Ring lan 0401 050 191.

DIARY MINI ADS

CATTLEAGISTMENT available.
Lush 4-acre paddock with
water and yards in Warrandyte.
9844 5827.

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409411 943
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS
Beautiful panels for doors and
windows; natural themes and small
panels a specialty. Free quotes.
Shan 9712 0024.

CIVIL CELEBRANT Share your
happy moment! Creating unique
and inspiring weddings and
ceremonies for all occasions —with
thatspecial touch. Lyn Jordan 0407
800 903. lyn@lifescelebrations.
com.au

@W%

Experience The Difference

Contact
Jacqueline Bell

Dental Prosthetist

* Natural Looking Dentures  « Laminated Mouthguards
If you enjoy my poetry * Relines and Repairs + On The Spot Health Claims
and want to read more
(or buy one of my books)
you can now visit me on
new website:
s cal: 9844 432|
karenthrossellcloudwhisperer www.keepsmiling.com.au
@wordpresscom 11 Lorraine Avenue, \N‘n';An(lylh 3113
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Locals promise a great
shopping expenence

By MICHELLE PiNI

Warrandyte is set to come
alive with light and sound
as the festive season ap-
proaches. Local traders will
be adorning their windows
with Christmas lights, choirs
and musical ensembles will
be meandering through the
three shopping strips—War-
randyte Village, the Bridge
End, Goldfields Plaza—and
tiny golden gnomes will be
hiding amongst the Christmas
finery.

It's all part of the Warrandyte
Business Association’s plan to
breathe new life and sparkle
into Warrandyte's local trade.
Shoppers will be treated to an
array of musical performanc-
es as well as free face painting
and a visual spectacle as local
traders “light up” and “raise
their voices” to welcome
Christmas.

Shops will be encouraged
to shine with an added incen-
tive of a $500 cash prize for
the most shimmering display
and patrons will be asked to
list where the nine Christmas
gnomes are hiding to win one
of three hampers with more
than $1000 in prizes.

The Warrandyte Business
Association (WBA) has been
promoting the uniqueness of
the Warrandyte business com-
munity for many years, but
never before have the traders
needed more assistance. The
global financial crisis, retail
figures at an all-time low and
on-line competition are some
of the factors influencing
all shopping precincts, but
Warrandyte’s recent credit
card scam has added another

1,
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Jeni Lee of Hommg Instincts completes her Christmas shop window display.

(Pictures by Michelle Pini)

dimension to the troubles be-
setting our local traders.

Luckily, a much-needed in-
jection of energy has materi-
alised in the form of associa-
tion president, Janelle Ware-
ham. Janelle’s enthusiasm for
Warrandyte is palpable and
her determination to see the
traders overcome and sur-
pass the challenges appears
limitless.

“Warrandyte has so much

Janelle Evans of the Warrandyte Business Association

and Al Vivado of Cocoa Moon discuss Christmas decorations.
(Clue: Find the golden gnomes!)

to offer,” she said. “We have
the river, the unique charm of
our historic past, a wealth of
artistic talent and a commu-
nity like no other. Add to this
the fabulous range of goods
and services on offer and you
have a neat little package right
at our back door.”

Janelle, of Riverésque, a
local trader herself for more
than 14 years, recognises that
small trading precincts are
under increasing pressure to
keep up with on-line shopping
promotions, large retail cam-
paigns and changing trends,
but says bemoaning such
things is non-productive.

“We need to step up and
embrace changing shopper
trends, interpret and keep
up with consumer needs and
continue to lift our game.”

Which is where recently ap-
pointed marketing manager
Linda Carroll comes in. Linda
is bursting with ideas. She
admits there are always im-
provements to be made, but
cites the recent Father's Day
musical street performances
as proof that people genuinely
want to support their local
community.

“We're working closely with
Manningham council to come
up with initiatives, training
and information to aid War-
randyte’s small business own-
ers,” Linda said. She is actively
pursuing government grants
and other assistance schemes
for beautification, art promo-
tion and education.

“We need to explore all avail-
able initiatives which promote
and attract more people to
Warrandyte, both within and
beyond the community,” she
said.

“We all know how unique
Warrandyte is but there are so
many exciting and new things
going on, from the exquisite
hand-made chocolates of
Cocoa Moon, to the sweet de-
lights of Warrandyte Lollies &
Treats, the amazing new range
of products at IGA, fresh fish
at Warrandyte Quality Meats
and stunning jewellery pieces
at Ruby Tuesday.”

Fortunately, Australian con-
sumer trends are indicating
a surge in buying local. More
people are becoming aware
that by shopping locally they

are helping their community, |

the economy and the envi-
ronment and making serious
inroads into a more sustain-
able future.

Buying local encourages a
greater sense of community,
provndes greater customer
service, creates more local
jobs, reduces environmental
impact, increases local char-
acter and property values and
contributes to a more self-suf-
ficient economy.

Local businesses are also
known to donate more to lo-
cal good causes, place less
strain on the environment and
on public services and create
greater competition and diver-
sity in the marketplace, lead-
ing to increased consumer
choice and lower prices.

WBA believes that by “being
parochial” this Christmas and
taking advantage of Warran-
dyte’s shops and eateries,
we are not only avoiding the
chaos of shopping malls, we
can also feel secure in the
knowledge that we are helping
our economy and the environ-
ment. That's a great shopping
experience.

LIVING WITH THIS
FAMILY CAN CERTAINLY
HAVE ITS DOWN SIDE

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

1.Get legal

2. La.ué‘ih more

RESOLUTIONS

You are invited to spend
an evening ot

RUSH & HAMPSHIRE
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
on Tuesday 29 November at 7.30pm

Have your queries about
WILLS, EXECUTORS, POWERS of ATTORNEYS
and GUARDIANSHIPS
answered by Geraldine O’Connell
Places are limited so reply early to:

legal@rushandhampshire.com.au or telephone
9844 4646

WARRANDYTE
xx GLASS

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower

screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

e %o

»f|to

fit in time .

persond] fm}r/Z/ Houdio

WARRANDYTE

WARDROBES

Specialising in inbuilt
wardrobes and carpentry
More than 20 years
experience

FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE ARTHUR ON

0412550585

1

1

JACKSON

HOME SERVICES

* Home maintenance

* Slashing
* General garden tidy up

e All your gardening needs
¢ Lawn mowing including edges
* Grass clippings removed & clean up

REASONABLE RATES - PENSIONER DISCOUNTS
HIGH QUALITY WORK — FULLY INSURED

Call David
0419 506 346

oo
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Jinglefest, jinglefest,
jinglefest time...

Christmas is just around the cor-
ner and Andersons Creek Primary
School is celebrating

with a “Jinglefest”

concert and movie

night.
“gl‘here will be a

range of food stalls and
Christmas activities

for everyone to

enjoy, including

a visit from Santa
himself,” a commit-

tee member told the
Diary.

Jinglefest kicks off at 4pm on
Saturday, November 12 at the
school.

Face-painting, jumping castles
and a bungee run are just a few of
the huge range of activities chil-
dren can participate in before the
movie feature screens at 7.30pm.

“Following the success of the
school’s recent stage production,
the kids are looking forward to
Jinglefest, with many of them
signing up for ‘Andersons Creek’s

The 2012 Australian Open
Garden scheme has given
the North Warrandyte garden
of Pat and John Anderson
“Special Event Status” when it
opens to the public on March
17 and 18 next year.

“This category should
attract additional visitors
and while some profits come
from the admission charge,
most of the final funds come
as a result of the hard work of
local volunteers,” John Ander-
son told the Diary.

The two previous garden
openings in 2008 and 2010
raised a combined total of
nearly $26,000 for the North
Warrandyte CFA.

The Diary will publish fur-
ther details of this special
local event in our February
2012 issue.

Got Talent'.”
The movie feature,
Santa Claus 2—The
Escape Clause, will be
shown on a large out-
door screen and all the
families in the commu-
nity are invited to
attend.
| School principal
/  Trevor Gibbs be-
7 lieves Jinglefest
will be a great fam-
ily event. “We would
love for families in the
Warrandyte community to attend
and join in the Christmas spirit,”
he said.

@ Tickets cost $6 and are avail-
able at the school office, or can be
purchased on the night. Children
4 years and under are free.

Fest: These kids are all cranked up S
for the Jinglefest at Andersons Creek =
Primary School on November 12. §

(Picture by ALANA PHILLIPS)

Green fingers: Working in the Anderson garden. (Pictures by STEPHEN REYNOLDS)

Birthday
event

at Park
Orchards

market

The Park Orchards Farmers Mar-
ket is celebrating its first birthday
this month.

A combined effort by the Park
Orchards Ratepayers Association
and the Park Orchards Lions Club,
the market brings 30 farmers and
food producers to the parking area
at the village shops each month.

As well as fresh food and pro-
duce—all grown in Victoria—the
market features entertainment
from local performers. The Lions
donate all proceeds back to those
in need in the community. (They
recently supplied a disabled youth
with a motorised wheelchair.)

Their first birthday—on Satur-
day, November 19 between 9am
1pm—will be celebrated with bal-
loons and a clown, face-painting
and more live music than ever.

® The market is held at the cor-
ner of Park and Hopetoun roads,
Park Orchards. More information
from Sophy on 0409 417 369.




Megan Curlis-bson and baby Phoebe.

New vicar and new mum at St Stephen’s

St Stephen’s Anglican Church
has a new vicar. Rev Megan
Curlis-Gibson was commis-
sioned by the bishop of the
eastern region as priest-in-
charge at the Stiggant Street
church on November 9.

She lives in Research, is
married to Phil and they
have a one-year-old daughter
Phoebe.

Rev Curlis-Gibson grew
up in Kew, studied at the
Ridley Theological College in
Parkville and was ordained
at St Paul's Cathedral five
years ago.

Having worked at two of
Melbourne’s largest Angli-
can churches over the last
five years, followed by a
period of maternity leave,
she is now looking forward
to working in a smaller par-
ish and spending time to

get to know people in the
community, “as a mum and
a priest”,

“Warrandyte has such a
clear sense of its community
and identity, the river itself
providing a focal point for
everything that happens,” Rev
Curlis-Gibson told the Diary.
“We look forward to diving
into that community, enjoying
it and serving its people.”

She is planning a new month-
ly service on Sunday after-
noons “that will be open to all
ages but will focus on a more
interactive and modern style
of worship.

“Named The River because
of its vision to be a refreshing
and life-giving experience of
faith for young and old, it will
begin at 3pm on November 13
and continue on the second
Sunday of each month.”

Local bank offers scholarships

The Warrandyte Community
Bank branch is offering higher
education scholarships for
two local students.

The scholarship program,
opening in December, is de-
signed to support two local
students to further their ter-
tiary studies.

The scholarship scheme will
support disadvantaged local
students with tertiary-related
study costs.

“Family circumstances such
as unemployment, illness and
debt can have a significant

impact on a young person’s
ability to further their educa-
tion,” branch chairman Sarah
Wrigley told the Diary.

“Faced with the huge costs
of university education, some
local young people may never
get the chance to achieve
their academic dreams.”

Successful applicants will
receive initial funding for
one year, and depending on
academic performance, the
scholarship may be renewed
to assist the second year of
study.

Ms Wrigley said the scheme
is part of the bank’s “com-
mitment to building stronger
communities”.

“Since our branch opened
its doors in 2003, we have
assisted local children and
youth to get the most out
of living in our community,
including assisting the oc-
casional childcare centre for
a number of years and sup-
porting all local schools, kin-
dergartens and many sporting
clubs with annual grants and
sponsorships.

“The Warrandyte branch
scholarships are part of the
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank
scholarship program, with
some 40 community branches
and other partners taking part
across Australia,” Ms Wrigley
said.

Applications will open on
Thursday, December 1 and will
be assessed in early 2012.

@ Further information from

the Warrandyte Community
Bank Branch or visit www.ben-
digoadelaide.com.au/scholar-

ships.

Neighbours fundraise for India

By CHERIE MOSELYN

Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House is stretching out a help-
ing hand to aid a vulnerable
community in western India
and is planning a fundraising
function later this month.

An Australian woman, Shiva-
nii Cameron, is working to
improve conditions in an
“untouchable” village.

Inspired by Shivanii’s solo
work and commitment, WNH
has formed its own support
group, aiming to raise $3000
to help build a prosthetics
factory and supply equipment
for it. The factory will make
limbs for a nearby leprosy
village.

“We chose to target our
fundraising effort towards the
building of a factory because
it ties in with our principles
of supporting community in
a co-operative way,” WNH
coordinator Karen Throssell
told the Diary. “The factory
will employ local people to
build and work in it.”

“Because of our personal
contact with Shivanii, we also

have a direct line to the village
itself,” she said. “So it will be
fantastic to see the develop-
ment of the factory when
Shivanni brings back photos
from her regular visits.”

A former teacher and docu-
mentary filmmaker, Shivanni
Cameron first went to India
to make a short DVD about a
health project. She currently
works with the Prabhat Alloi
Foundation.

On seeing the destitution
in these villages she was in-
spired to raise money back in
Australia. Twelve houses have
been built, a free medical ser-
vice has been developed, and
anew well and dam have been
provided for this village.

® WNH is holding a silent
auction and presentation of
dance performances, upstairs
at the Warrandyte Community
Centre, from 7.30pm on Sat-
urday, November 19. Local
artists and businesses are
providing all the goods and
services being offered for the
silent auction. Entry is $10,
BYO supper and drinks.

case, Mann

The new

You probably won't get lost at Gold-

fields Shopping Centre, but just in

ham council has recent-

ly installed five new heritage-themed

pedestrian “way-finding” signs.

were installed as part

of improvement works at the centre

ﬁ:tg:ere rceé:ommended in the Mza‘l):-5
am activity centre strategy 200!

Made of corten steel, the signs dis-
play information on the shopplng cen-

Shivanii Cameron talks with children attending the new village
school, a Prabhat Alloi Foundation project.

Goldfields shopping

the visibility of the centre, encourage
pedestrian movement around the cen-
tre and improve connections with the
adjacent Andersons Creek Primary
ool and Warrandyte Reserve,” a

council spokesperson told the Diary.
A worltﬁolﬂa

of Goldfiel
owners, representatives from the
Warrandyte Community Association,
council officers and councillors, de-

up, comprising a mix

gro
business and property

tre, including a map detailing each veloped the priorities for the improve-
shop and directional arrows to the ment works. 2
area’s major estrian attractions The d of the five new isin
u‘l‘dcomm ty facilities. line with the Yarra Street and Warran-
The way-ﬂndlng dgns will improve  dyte River Reserve signs.
Which Omoﬂhomwslgns OFormomlnformaﬂonontheMan—
at Gol ds. "f : ningham activity centre strategy
~__| (Picture by Alana Phillips) vldt WWW. v.au

FAREWELL FOR SGT KEITH WALKER
SUNDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 11AM TILL 3PM

ANDERSONS CREEK

BB
r

PRIMARY SCHOOL

o, [Free Music
Q’s, Kids Enfertainment
COME AND SAY THANKYOU

AND FAREWELL TO KEITH

* Learning disabilities
* Loss of balance

Call for an as

9722-

9 Jumping Creek Road
Wonga Park

CHIROPRACTOR

Dr Louise Callaghan

« Spinal & postural dysfunction
« Brain injury; cognitive function problems

We welcome all ages

sessment on

1876

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS
CALL BRIONY ON 9844 0555

Farth

Garden & Property Maintenance
Small Renovations
General Handyman

(oncreting, Paving &
Landscaping

BILL CONNOLLY

9879 9843
0449 904 060

earthpeople@bigpond.com
DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS

TOM KERKHOF

TELEVISION

Servicing the area for 40 years

Oerviee t
Televisions, Stereo Systems
DVDs, VCRs, M

licrowaves
Digital Set Top Box Systems
Installed, etc

Phone 9844 3970

Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

Warrandyte Extensions
& Renovations
EXTENSIONS <RENOVATIONS ~KITCHENS -BATHROOMS

Quality Workmanship,
30 years Trad

Registered
Building
Practitioner
HIA Member

Friendly Local Service
e Experience

PHONE ANDREW
9844 0068 0411 114012




Kids visit garden
Grades 1 and 2 children from Andersons Creek Primary
School visited the Warrandyte Community Garden re-
cently, prior to the school setting up its own vegetable
garden. The children weeded, and planted both seeds
and seedlings. All children were able to plant their own §
seedling to take home and help sow some seeds that they
will eventually be able to transplant to the school garden.
Community gardeners commented how well behaved and
enthusiastic the children were as they explored the garden
finding worms and insects and learning to recognise the [
vegetables and see how they grow. JAN TINDALE was
there and took these pictures.

grant mcgregor

0431 157 025 » 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.cq

Your Reliable
Plumber
24hr Emergency Service

D
. \ie\e\\\\

Dr Stuart Turner Bvsc)
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment Yo u : re i n safe ha n ds

® Blocked Drains

® Leaking Pipes

® Hot Water Services
® Taps & Toilets

it e PAUL J. GILLING
® Gas Fitting NEW WEEKEND HOURS '
® Split System Airconditioners SARINATE S e REBECCA VAN DER JAGT
® All General Plumbing Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre
- 2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Free Written Safety Reports SH APES S t
Up Front Fixed Prices on All Jobs! BOBCAT & lljpp‘l)

; EXCAVATOR ¢ g
F HE-DQO | 0411 516 539 PHONE 9844 2117 advertisers

TELS : www.h2-proplumbing.com.au 0410 402 046

APA

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

Earth Harmony

|
BEAUTIFUL POR Michelle Nicolls Quartet with Michotle Nicule iewioss vocals, Ronmy Farfla drums, CSA ape[y 9(\41[3

“Shout Yourself to a Holiday” v Geoff Hughes guitar, Tom Lee double bass. 8pm, smcksmddrinkstmm?ﬁ()pm
APARTMENT - POOL — RESORT . 4 ~ WEDNESDAY NOV 23 - INTRODUCTION umwmn LOCATED IN WARRANDYTE

5 Workshop with Ellyn Rosenthal and Rosemary Beam 7pm-9pm $25 g A5 W
2 bedroom fully self contained 3 SUNDAY NOV 27 - -rm 101 Introduction to Tarot 1pm—4 m Qualified Nail Techr;:un/fumuucmn \;nl;;wcr
2 min walk to famous 4 mile CONSCIOUSLY 15 years experience oftering all aspects of nail care

beach, short walk to
Macrossan Street shops and

world class restaurants. also Waxing, lmlm“ and Makeup for formals, etc

Gift vouchers available

CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:

246-250 Yarra Street Warrandyte d113 p/f 03 9844 5155

0409 359 240 S | info@earthharmony.com.au www.earthharmony.com.au Please phone Kerrie for an appointment 0418 599 826
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bush backyard

Snakes alive!

Adrian Rice of David Road
sent us this picture of a Brown
Snake, writing: “I had a feeling
this coming summer might
prove a busy time for snakes,
with the good summer 2010
rains, and an increase in the
numbers of insects, frogs and
skinks. This brown was sun-
ning itself on the raised gar-
den bed above the stone wall
where it clearly has a home—
that’s where it disappeared to
when tired of posing.”

An occasional series
by ALANA PHILLIPS

When Ed Date visited
Warrandyte in 1960,
Yarra Street boasted
a petrol station and a
butcher’s shop (above).
Our main street has
changed in the last 50
years, with our busy
Neighbourhood House
and Community Cen-
tre hosting a number
of community activi-
ties, our wide footpaths
and our ever-changing

Possum magic: Jacqui Ward saw these three possums on their property at 76 Webb Street at 7am one bus stops (right). Blue S . e D ; 2

moming. They were going home to bed for the day! Mum carried them from shrub to bush to gum tree. cars are still popular, THEN: Picture by Ed Date, courtesy of James McAuley

She carried them through the ivy around the gum tree, emerged out of the top of the ivy and continued though! NOW: Picture by Alana Phillips

her way up high until they were out of sight.

S

el o

DEAD FLAT FRONT ON MELBOURNE HILL
Drive along the bottom end of Melbourne Hill 81 MELBOURNE HILL RD, WARRANDYTE
Road on a sunny afternoon and you're almost FORSALE $490,000 to $540,000
guaranteed of seeing kids playing in their CONTACT _David Green 0437 340 131
expansive front yards, and why not? They're flat. Jasmine McKay 0450 958 367
Thisimpressive two storey cottage is no exception, ~—
the rarity of level usable land in undulating and cafés and you have a rare find indeed. Add to
] ; ) Warrandyte makes this unique part of town all of this a great little house with three bedrooms
7 30pm ' : highly sought after. Combine usability with the and two bathrooms and you've got a property
fpte v SpBE: : % practicality of being a leisurely stroll to Andersons  difficult to replicate; and at this price almaost
If postponed because of bad weather, it will be held the following night Creek Primary, Warrandyte sports complex, the  impossible to replace. Miss this one at your peril, for
—Sunday December 18. Yarra River and West End's myriad of restaurants ~ we may never have another quite like it.

SPONSORED BY THE COMBINED CHURCHES OF WARRANDYTE AND
PARK ORCHARDS. FURTHER INFORMATION: 9844 4148 90 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood www.carter.com.au
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We have changed
our name

We have changed the name of our supermarket to
honour the memory of our late Brian Quinton.

Brian purchased Warrandyte’s IGA Supermarket in
January 2000. He had so many dreams and plans
for this business but those plans were stopped
suddenly short in 2007 when Brian was diagnosed ,
with Pancreatic Cancer. He passed away 4 - y /7
months later aged 49. ’7 i

This business is symbolic to our family. It represents < y N ?
the achievements, the hardships, the goals and
the risks Brian took in his life. It represents his
principles, his dreams, his energy and his beautiful
spirit. It embodies his friendliness, generosity

and warmth, his sense of community and his love of family. Everything our IGA is to
‘Warrandyte.

Brian John Quinton
27/3/58 - 5/7/07

Brian helped so many people in his life in so many ways. He was loved and respected by
his staff and all who knew him.

It is a Legacy to continue forward in loving memory of Brian; for his children and the
grandchildren he would never meet and for the people of Warrandyte.

This saying best represents the way Brian lived his life. It is now the mantra used by our
family to live our lives the way he encouraged us to...

“Shoot for the moon because even if you miss it,
you’ll still land amongst the stars”

QUINTON'S -~ @D

Quinton’s SUPA 1GA Warrandyte, Goldfields Shopping Centre
402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte

Telephone: 9844 3089  Facsimile: 9844 4866 < Email: jquinton@quintonsigacom.au

OPEN 7 DAYS — 7am til 9pm
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ooinor the right people to answer your real estate questions?
It’s all in the stars!

Let us share with you three simple ways to maximise your home’s sale price
Call us today on 9844 0052 or pop in and say hello - we’re open 7 days!

warrandyte north (sms: REN794)

Kangaroos in the back garden, a vine
covered terrace for entertaining and
northerly views that stretch across the
valley — just like your new 5+ acre property.
This spectacular Fasham Johnson buiit
home features a formal lounge/dining with
ofp. large open-plan kitchen/meals/family.
home-office, double garage, and two
3 z carports. 4 water tanks. Serene, spacious,
private sale - A7 7 7 | 4 6> spectacular!

To request a call back and receive our latest open-for-inspection times simply SMS the property code to: 0427 873 639 (standard sms rates apply)
open 7 days, offices 2a & 2b webb st, warrandyte t 9844 0052 vicki 0427 310512 russell 0413 947 676 www.gardinermcinnes.com

Sunday Lunch

Vanilla Orchid is now open Sunday lunch
for coffee and food from 10.30am. Enjoy
outdoor dining with the warmer weather
and relax with Vanilla Orchid’s delicious
Thai fare.

Vanilla Orchid and its sister restaurant
River Kwai are both proud to be finalists in
this year’s restaurant and catering awards
for Best Thai Restaurant in Victoria.

We would like to thank our customers for
their valued support.

We also wish to advise that we are now
closed on Monday nights. We apologise
for any inconvenience caused to our
Monday customers.

Kmdm
Vamuao-emm

Opmhglburszuonday

L

188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte Phone 9844 5778 .vqnlllaorchi
(opposite the Bakery) ¥ ! I
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Warrandyte Business Association Presents

e

J 01n us for some exciting
: » family fun!

VANTED!

over

$1000
worth
of goodies

Drawn: Sat 10th Dec at 3pm

Traders Light Up Warrandyte!

Visit the shops between the 12th Nov thru till 24th Dec
to view the Christmas Lights on display!

 Warrandyte Raises it’s Voice for Christmas!

Saturday 10th Dec, 2pm-5pm

Local Performances by Andersons Creek Primary School, Mia Mia Harmonic Choir,
Rust, Richard Costello plus The Roving Carollers, Miss Chrissy and

Children's Face Painting [near the Bakery].

Raise your Voices will spread Christmas cheer over all 3 shopping areas

the Goldfields, The Village and Bridge End. Ho! Ho! Ho!

It is a Merry Warrandyte Christmas!

A Joy to D smver
Warrandyte
Distinctive, Delightful, Relaxed

Raise your Voice
with Christmas Songs!

Find the g Christmas Gnomes!

List the 9 Shops where the Christmas Gnomes are hiding.

Win one of 3 - Christmas Hampers - OVER $1000 of goodies.
Collect your entry form at the local shops
Fill in the form to WIN! Entry forms to be placed in

GOLD envelopes located at ALL Warrandyte Stores.

Drawn Saturday 1oth Dec at 3pm.
Bridge End on grass area in front of shops.

2™ PRIZE Hamper

Value over $500 Value over $300

1* PRIZE Hamper

3™ PRIZE Hamper

Value over $200

Shopping!

In shops for Christmas pick up your FREE
\ Warrandyte Directory!
-\ Proudly produced by the Warrandyte Business Association.

Rtver& \ e,
‘, - Hea" 0ld. . ¥ ; L —— ~
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out of the inbox  /
By JUDY GREEN

A farewell for Sgt Keith Walker
will be held on Sunday, No-
vember 13 from 11am to 3pm
at Andersons Creek Primary
School. The community is
invited to come along to
say thank you and farewell
to Keith while enjoying free
music, barbecues and kids’
entertainment.

Blessin 15

On Sunday, November 13, the
Catholic parish of St Gerard
and St Anne will conduct
a “Blessing of the Graves”
ceremony at the Warran-
dyte cemetery. Mass will
be celebrated at 5pm at St
Gerard’s church in Bracken-
bury Street, Warrandyte. At
the conclusion of the Mass,
Father Shibu Joseph, parish
priest, will lead a procession
through the cemetery, where
he will perform the blessing
of the graves. All are welcome
to join in.

Indigenous

Friends of Warrandyte State
Park indigenous nursery is
open to the public every
Thursday from 9.30am to
12.30pm. Stock includes na-
tive grasses, wildflowers,
water plants, shrubs and
trees. It is also open on the
first Saturday of each month
from 9am to 1pm and the first
Sunday from 2pm to 4pm.
The nursery is adjacent to
the park office in Pound Bend
Road, Warrandyte.

Choir

You are invited to join singer-
songwriter and choir leader,
Kavisha Mazzella and her
Manningham Arts Centre
based community choir “Unit-
ed Nations of Song” at the
Manningham Cultural Festival
‘on Saturday, November 12.
People with all levels of abil-
ity are welcome, just turn up
on the day. Established choirs
wishing to participate should
call 9840 9246. The event
runs from lpm to 4.15pm
including workshop time,
free afternoon/relaxation
and performance on stage. It

our Kei

Keith Walker: Sending him off in style (Picture by Val Polley)

will take place at the United
Nations for Song marquee
at Ruffey Park Lake, George
Street, Doncaster.

AGM

The 2011 annual general meet-
ing of the Friends of Warran-
dyte State Park will be held on
Tuesday, November 15 at 6pm
in the nursery folly adjacent to
the park office in Pound Bend
Road, Warrandyte. The meet-
ing will be followed by a bar-
becue (BYO everything) and a
slide show on “Wild Africa “ by
Pat and Mike Coupar

Market

Warrandyte Uniting Church
is holding a Sustainable Twi-
light Market at their church,
corner Taroona Avenue and
West End Road, Warrandyte on
Friday, December 9 from 7pm
to 9pm. You can light a candle
for peace and buy your Christ-
mas gifts from the sustainable
fair-trade stalls in front of the
Peace Wall. Funds will go to
the Riverflow project.

Quartet

Earth Harmony Friday Night
Jazz Club will present the
Michelle Nicolle Quartet in
concert on Friday, November
25, at 8pm in their Lotus Room,
246-250 Yarra Street, Warran-
dyte. Cost is $25 prepay ($22

concession) or $28 pay at the
door. Bookings are essential.
Call 9844 5155.

Extravaganza
Warrandyte Community
Church is holding a Christ-
mas Extravaganza on Friday,
November 11. This is a social
get-together designed to take
the stress out of Christmas.
Among the activities will be
gingerbread cookie decorat-
ing, card making, sharing
of recipes and decoration
ideas. The event will run
from 7.30pm to 10pm and will
cost $5. Dr Diane Grocott, a
medical doctor specialising
in psychiatry, will give some
tips on taking the stress out
of Christmas. The event is
organised by the Warrandyte
Community Church ladies
ministry. You can RSVP to
Wendy Barnett-Harris on 9844
4148 or email office@wcc.
org.au

Seminar

The next Manningham envi-
ronment seminar will be held
at the Warrandyte Community
Centre, 168 Yarra Street, War-
randyte at 7.30pm on Wednes-
day, December 7. The topic
will be “Mistlestoes: indica-
tors of ecosystem health and
diversity,” with Anna Burns.
These seminars are free. No
booking is required.

Quest for guest cartoonists

This entry in our quest for new cartoons for this spot has been contributed by Michelle Parker
of Hawkes Road. She describes the subject as “Warrandyte’s Kevin '11—our wonderful cross-
ing supervisor!” Got an idea for a Diary cartoon? We'd love to see it! Keep the subject local,
make sure it can be “scaled down” to fit this space (12cm wide x 9cm deep); email it to

warrandytediary@aapt.net.au,
slot in our ofﬂg?mng door at &y.

to PO Box 209 Warrandyte 3113, or drop it through the
rrandyte Community Centre.

Citizens

Nominations are now open
for Manningham Citizen of
the Year and Young Citizen
of the Year. Nominees do not
need to live in Manningham,
however they must be Austra-
lian citizens and should have
made a noteworthy contribu-
tion during the past year, or
provided outstanding service
to the Manningham commu-
nity over a number of years.
Nominations close on Mon-
day, November 28. Further
information from council’s
Events Administration Officer
on 9840 9259.

=)

artyfacts

Open

Past Diary cartoonists Syd
Tunn and Ona Henderson
are opening their studio on
November 19, 20, 26 and 27
from 12noon to 5pm each
day. The studio is situated
at the corner of Henley and
Oxley Roads, Bend of Islands.
Appointments to visit can
also be made by calling 9712
0393.

Sale

Starting from November 5,
The Tin Shed Gallery will be
holding a sale of works by
Fiona Fisher and Jo Kline. If
you have had your eye on a
painting or would just like to
see what the gallery offers,
they would love you to visit.
The gallery is adjacent to the
roundabout at the Warran-
dyte Bridge. Opening hours
are Friday 11am to 3pm and
Saturday and Sunday 10am
to 4pm.

Exhibition

Works by students of studio
arts, design technology, visu-
al communication and design
media from Warrandyte High
School will be exhibited at the
Doig Learning Centre at the
school in Alexander Road on
Monday, November 14, open-
ing at 7.30pm.

Tapestry

Manningham Gallery is cur-
rently staging an exhibition of
contemporary, hand-woven
tapestry artworks from the
Australian Tapestry Work-
shop. They have been de-
signed by some of Australia’s
leading artists. The gallery
is at the Manningham Civic
Centre, 699 Doncaster Road,
Doncaster and is open Tues-
day to Friday 1lam to 5pm
and Saturday 2pm to Spm.
Admission free.

Marcus
Clifton

Fax: 9844 3706

20 years experience
in the area

Painter &
Decorator

TRUEWOODCONSTRUCTIONS {1 l

« Integrated Builders and Designers of Light and
Spacious Renovations and New Homes

 Consulting on Sustainable Living and Design RBP DBU4762

PAUL JENKINS 0418 387 119
Truewood Constructions Pty Lid

[T] 03 9844 1281 Warrandyte [F] 03 9499 9681 www.iruewood.com.au

}
——

Sir excavations
EXCAVATORS - BOBCATS-T

All types of Excavations, Drivex

Swimming Pools, Rock placen

1.5 and 5 tonne Excavators. Rock hammer,
Rock grab, Tippers.

IPPERS

10m3

0417 006

seanramak

Injured
wildlife?

SELEC TN~ ©)
METAL ROOFING o

Licensed Roof Plumbers

769

&4yanoo.com.au

» Re-roofing & New Roofs
« Gutters & Downpipes
« Skylights & Whirlybirds

* Gutterguard & Leaks
* Rainwater Tanks
* [nsulation

9844 3619 - 0411 267 490

j selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au

= www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

SERE s [ i e 5 1 O T (e

domestic - commercial - automotive - safes

9877-7844
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FREE garden green waste drop off days 2011-12

To assist with preparing your property for the fire season Council

is providing residents with series of dates for disposing of garden
green waste

Please note that the only materials that will be accepted are tree
prunings, garden clippings and leaf litter. Residents will need to

show either a rates notice or their driver's licence as proof of residency
within the Shire. Please note that commercial loads and food waste will
not be accepted

Free garden green waste at Nillumbik’s Recycling and Recovery
Centre for 2011- 2012

The Recycling and Recovery Centre at 290 Yan Yean Road, Plenty will
accept garden green waste free of charge on the following dates.
Free Garden Green Waste drop off day opening hours are
8.00am-4.00pm.

Dates Location

Operating Hours

Sunday 13 November 2011 | Recycling &
Recovery Centre
290 Yan Yean
Sunday 8 January 2012 Road, Plenty

3 Melway 11 D1

8am — 4pm

ay 11 December 2011

For any queries piease contact Council on 9433 3555

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

9433 31
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* Quality cards

* Fast turnaround

s Lowest prices

* No nasty surprises

Printed from your file:
250 cards @ 845
500 cards @ $60
1000 cards @

Want us to design it?
£

To place your order:

the ink spot

Nree bad jinxes and
we’re still counting...

UST recently I read

the stats on the per-

centages of Austra-

lians who believe in

all types of conten-
tious issues. | must say that
some of the figures surprised
me. Those about belief in God,
evolution, climate change and
UFOs were to be expected but
what did surprise me were
those on witches, the devil,
fairies and ghosts.

The figures were in the posi-
tive 30 and 40 percentages.
This is a staggeringly high
number of folk, so in any typi-
cal busload of commuters to
Melbourne it is prudent to
remember that the guy oppo-
site may not be staring at you
but at the devil and the fairies
fighting a pitched battle above
your head.

| know that all cultures have
beliefs and superstitions. We
toured Hong Kong Island and
on the far side discovered an
enormous, high-rise complex
spread across the mountain
slope. In the middle of the
building was a gigantic hole
many storeys in radius. This,
we were told was the result
of an adverse feng shui read-
ing. The hole was to allow
the correct flow of the spirits
down the mountain. Whether
they were good or bad I can’t
remember. Without the hole,
however, it would have been
nigh on impossible to get ten-
ants for the building.

We all have our favourite
lucky or unlucky numbers.
Even the Dark One has
pinched 666. We all know why
13 is unlucky and therefore
why, in some older buildings,
the lift miraculously travels

“...the guy
opposite may
be staring at
the devil and
the fairies
fighting a
pitched battle
above your
head...”

from the 12th to the 14th
floors without breaking the
land speed record.

It’s hard to believe but |
am a fairly cynical, sceptical
person. | pooh pooh lots of
strongly held beliefs so I sup-
pose it’s a bit surprising that
it was just the other day that
I found myself saying, “Only
one more to go!”

If you add “tight” to cynical
and grumpy it might help you
understand why | was cross
that our wall oven was not
functioning perfectly after

15 years. It was not heating
quickly enough and when we
eventually got out “the man”,
he informed us that the door
hinges were shot and the
thermostat was wildly inac-
curate; 10 degrees in the lower
register and up to 30 around
200. In order to fix the beast
we would be paying close to
half the cost of a new oven
S0.....

Have you realised how
dominating fashion is? Every
appliance in our kitchen is
white and failing changing
everything to brushed steel,
we had to find a white re-
placement. Whereas there
were trillions of steel brands
and models, there were a
mere three or four who still
dabbled in white. Once we
eliminated those not made
in Australia and those whose
shelves did not have safety
mechanism that stops them
sliding straight out onto the
floor complete with boiling
roast fat, we were left with the
choice between two. | must
say we are more than happy
with the oven we eventually
bought.

But why did the computer
have to go on the blink the fol-
lowing day? Having started up
in the usual fashion, suddenly
the screen went black and
we could not do a thing. [ did
the normal thing under such
circumstances; | turned it off
and on again, I checked the
router, all power cords and
then [ swore. As | rang “the
computer man”, | spluttered
to myself that this was not
fair, especially after the most
recent VISA experience. Two
disasters within a few days.

Something was not right.

Of course, when “the man”
came he was jolly. He had
lots of stories to tell about
how viruses can totally de-
stroy systems. He sounded
remarkably like our computer
trained son whose only ad-
vice to us whenever we ring
about a computer problem is,
“Have you read the manual?”
or “You have been backing up
haven’t you!”

It was no reassurance to
hear from “the man” that they
don’t bother with anti-virus
systems as they are only as
useful as the last reported
virus. All | wanted was my
computer back intact and
preferably with all files in
place.

When [ rang the other day
to check on the computer’s
progress, he was even jollier.
He enthusiastically told me
that he had found 14 viruses
and he wasn’t sure whether
the hard drive had been cor-
rupted or not. He was just
running the malware (?) again
to check!

Phone calls like those are
never cheap, so it was with
a sinking heart that I trudged
off to lick my wounds. As |
walked in to the living room
I counselled myself that com-
puter maintenance was not
unreasonable. It was silly to
think that something was out
to get me.

Feeling better, | stretched,
took off my glasses and put
them on the table. As | did
so, they broke across the
nose ridge.

Number three! Perhaps .....

ROGER KIBELL

FIRE AND EMERGENCY: 000 §



nature /
By LINDA ROGAN

HAT a joy it is
to be able to
stroll in Victo-
ria's bush in
October.

Mid-month found us in Langi
Ghiran State Park, about 20km
east of Ballarat with just time
for lunch and a leg stretch.

Driving along the eastern
track, we passed great boul-
der slopes, reddened by the
buds of Fringed Honey-myr-
tle.

We ate lunch quickly at
the picnic area as | was keen
to find what else would be
blooming nearby. Not far
along the track, I called a stop
to look at a large group of
purple Wax-lip Orchids. From
there on it was one flower
after another.

Low growing Tea-tree shrubs
were covered with white blos-
soms in large patches like
miniature apple orchards in
full bloom. At my feet were
bright yellow Goodenia, white
Common Rice-flowers stood
proudly amongst them. Pea
flowers in bright orange-red
and yellow reminded me of
the diversity of this group.
Sprinkled about were Pink
Fingers (orchids), Bulbine
Lilies and tiny Fringe Lilies.
The day was cool so the Sun
Orchid buds stayed tightly
closed although blue pink
and yellow buds promised
to make a show with only a
little encouragement from
the sun.

No wonder I was distracted
and nearly stepped on a large
Stumpy-tail or Shingleback
Lizard. From a distance the
mottled scales shaded from
dark brown to pale grey, |
could easily have mistaken
it for a lichen-covered stick
nestled in the sundew and
other small green plants.

As | stepped backward, |

was struck by how flattened
this lizard was from shoul-
ders to tail, almost as if | had
stepped on it. It plumped up
again when | stopped to take
a photograph; I figured it had
been trying to absorb as much
warmth from the sunlight
as possible. It moved away
very slowly. I guess it hadn't
absorbed enough yet.

One remarkable thing about
this coarsely scaled lizard is
the way its tail nearly matches
its head in size and shape.
This tail acts as a fat storage
for the summer season when
little is left for it to eat. This
means that if the lizard drops
its tail in defence, as it can
do in dire circumstances,
it comes at great cost. The
present individual’s tail was
not as plump as some [ have
seen. It would be anxious to
resume its feeding as soon

Back-to-front: Stuy-tail‘s tail looks Iik a he

» XY

as its temperature was high
enough for action.

Although Stumpy-tails are
closely related to the Blue
Tongue Lizards sometimes
found in Warrandyte, they
are common only in the drier
west and north of Victoria.
Both are large members of the
skink family.

In general Stumpy-tails are
omnivorous and will eat herbs
and seedlings as well as any
blossoms and fruit it may
come across; they are also
fond of snails, insects and will
eat carrion. In fact they will eat
almost anything “edible” they
come across. This may be why
they can be found near picnic
tables in the summer-time.

Like many of our unique
Australian creatures, the more
I learn about them, the more
amazed | am. A David Atten-
borough clip from Life in Cold

ad! (Picture by Linda Rogan)

Blood, showed a live birth of
two fully formed Stumpy-tails
that together equalled about
1/3 the mother’s weight;
equivalent to a human carry-
ing a two year-old child. David
also pointed out that couples
are mainly monogamous and
may meet up annually for 20
or more years.

Should one of the pair be
killed, as often happens when
they wander onto the highway
for food or warmth, the part-
ner may stay with it for long
periods occasionally giving it
a hopeful nudge. David sug-
gested, “One might even say
mourning”.

My husband said, “It makes
me especially anxious to avoid
hitting one on the road.”

And yes, we did return to
Langi Ghiran a few days later,
but that’s the start of a story
for another time.

Going backward, going forward

S everybody
knows, there are
two sorts of people
in this world:

1. People who
barrack for Collingwood and
people who don’t. This dis-
tinction is so marked that
a particular friend of mine
recently excused herself for
being a Magpie supporter on
the grounds that she feels
safer on the train when she
dresses for the part. QED!

2. People who can smoothly
reverse a trailer anywhere
they choose, as opposed to
those who go with the vari-
able jack-knife option.

3. People who get large
purchases delivered to their
house, as opposed to those
who ask somebody else to
haul a trailer into the inner
suburbs to collect their stuff.
Now I really don’t mind help-
il:ig, but it would be a distinct
advantage to have a well-de-
veloped mirror-image facil-
ity in the car-manoeuvring
reflexes of my brain so that |
could confidently reverse-
park a trailer. Even being able
to see the darned thing would
help. If only I were six inches
taller!

4. People who claim modern
cars are designed to suit small
people, versus people who
think they’re designed by
tall men to suit themselves.
Indeed, there is no logic at all
to the design of some cars.
To get in and out of our car
without hitting your head
you need to be under about
5 foot 7, but to see a trailer
out the rear window when
reversing you need to be over
6 foot. Putting a cushion on
the driver’s seat automatically
renders your noggin vulner-
able to unwanted collisions
with the doorframe. And this
is not an isolated instance of
inconsistent car layout. I've
driven other popular models
in which it’s almost impos-
sible to comfortably operate
the steering wheel and the
pedals at the same time, or
to have both the handbrake
and the steering wheel within
easy reach. | wouldn’t have
thought I was terribly far off
normal size. What on earth
do car-designers have in mind
for the physique of the aver-
age driver? Maybe different
people design different com-
ponents according to their
own criteria.

Bl

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

5. People who blame car
design for their inability to
reverse a trailer, as opposed
to people who happily admit
they just haven't had enough
practice!

6. People who wear socks
with their sandals, and those
who don’t. Now before you
go leaping onto the barefoot
bandwagon, let me point out
that socks worn under sandals
can be a very catchy fashion
statement. Helsinki circa 1987.
True. | was there.

7. People who've been on an
extended canoeing trip and
those who haven't. I've just
joined the “have-beens”, and
what an eye-opener! It was a
fantastic journey, but included
almost no picture-postcard
drifting downstream. Actual
hard work is involved. Did you
know that, even 50 kilometres
upstream from a river mouth,
the incoming tide can push
river water uphill at a greater
speed than it can flow down-

hill? That even heavily loaded
canoes and kayaks are blown
backwards by headwinds?
That you can sink knee-deep
in black mud on the river
bank even when you're not
shouldering a canoe or a
heavy water-tight barrel? |
don’t think my toenails are
ever going to come clean
again. If the sun comes out
any time soon, well ... dinky
Helsinki, here | come!

8. Canoeists who wear their
parka under their life jacket,
as opposed to canoeists who
wear it over. No hard-and-fast
rules about this, I don't think,
it's more of a forecasting is-
sue: some hope the drizzle
will clear up, while others
believe it won't. Dozens of
swallows were skimming the
water for insects, a sure sign
of rain, so I joined the “under”
brigade.

So if you spot a rather di-
shevelled character wearing
odd socks and a muddy PFD
over a blue parka, a character
who is carefully reversing a
trailer into a hairpin for rea-
sons that are entirely unclear,
then do please stop and say
hello. It might not be a Magpie
fan—it might be ME!
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What
did you
do In
the war,

With Remembrance Day

being commemorated

this month, local writer

LAWRIE SAFSTROM has

contributed this evocative,

thought-provoking piece. ..
eyed daughter was

//

e

{ t W cuddled up in the bed

\—// waiting for her bedtime
>~ stories.

Her school had marked Remem-
brance Day with a meaningful ser-
vice. Some servicemen were there
in their smart uniforms, speeches
by ex-servicemen, a soulful playing
of the Last Post and then the Rev-
eille. And, of course, some popular
World War 1 tunes.

Story time [ said. What's it to be?

From the blankets, a small voice
replied, “What did you did in the
war, Daddy?” Wow! What do I tell
my little girl? What will I tell her?

Well, my mates and I enlisted in
the early vears of the 1914-18 War.
All of us were young. Blokes full of
fun and excitement, we were going
to see the world!

Firstly we went to the Broad-

UR six year-old, sleepy-

Daddy”?

meadows recruitment camp and
the sergeant majors taught us
marching, and saluting and saying
yes sir to all the officers. Fun and
games followed on, football, long
route marches to toughen us up,
even the task of peeling tons of
potatoes for the cooks, all the time
learning good comradeship.

“But what did you do in the war,
Daddy?”

Oh, we left Port Melbourne in a
troopship to steam across to Al-
bany in Western Australia. Parades
in the city, thousands of cheering
people as we marched with fixed
bayonets with bands playing and
people cheering. Then a long boat
trip to Columbo to fill the coal
bunkers for the journey to England.
Coolies carried buckets of coal up
the steel ladders and tipped the
coal into the ship to the chant of
their overseers.

“But what did you do in the war,
Daddy?”

Well, we were unloaded at the
Suez Canal and marched out to
the training camp, practicing rifle
shooting and trench warfare. We
rode camels and donkeys to see
the Pyramids. Then we sailed on
to London and marched down Pic-

cadilly to the sound of many brass
bands, thousand and thousands
cheering and singing Waltzing Matil-
da and other Aussie songs.

Out then to Salisbury Plain, more
training in trench warfare, and
on days off, walking to the local
villages to have fun with the local
girls.

“But what did you do in the war,
Daddy?”

We were on watch all night, wait-
ing orders to go over the top and
attack the enemy, gunfire and exp-
losions lighting up the whole sky...

And then | saw she was asleep,
with a dreamy little smile on her
face, her eyes now closed.

But I went on. I could go on now,
no-one was listening.

That terrible night, the whole
world exploding around us, cries
of the wounded and dying and
the order to go over the top and
charge the enemy—drilled into us.
It’s either you or them. Hours of
hell. Please God never let it happen
again.

So sleep on my little one, man'’s
inhumanity to man must cease.

I am glad | never asked my father,
“But what did you do in the war,
Daddy?”

November 2C

Project to

remember our

First

By MICK WOIWOD

VER recent months a

small group of local

people have been meet-

ing informally to discuss

the possibility of siting
commemorative rocks and plaques
on two locations north and south
of the Yarra to mark the former
1908 acre Warrandyte Aboriginal
Reserve of 1852. The plan is to
place the first of these two rocks
and plaques on Parks Victoria land
close to the confluence of Stony
Creek and the Yarra; the second
on Parks Victoria land close to the
confluence of Anderson’s Creek
and the Yarra.

Hopefully, funding for the project
will be made available through
the Robert Bridgford Indigenous
Trust administered by the Shire of
Nillumbik. In addition to the two
rocks and plaques, the plan is to
fashion a number of marker trees
as had once been the Aboriginal
custom back in pre-European
settlement times on sites of special
significance. This, in each instance,
would involve the planting of care-
fully chosen eucalypts in pairs
so that, as they grow taller, their
uppermost branches may be inter-
woven to form a distinctive type of
natural archway.

The above two sites have been
chosen to sensitively reflect the
Aboriginal belief that the meeting
of streams once held immense
spiritual significance to them in the
light of the mists, that occasionally
appear close to the surface at con-
fluences, are the spirits of children
waiting to be born.

Members of the informal commit-
tee would greatly appreciate feed-

People

back from the local community as
to whether or not it sees worth in
this initiative designed to generate
wider interest in the former re-
serve and associated aspects of the
region’s local Indigenous story.

@® Further information from: An-
drew McIntosh, 3 Jennifer Court,
Warrandyte, 9844 1550; Mick Woi-
wod, 142 Glen Park Road, Eltham
North, 9439 5679.
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| wonder if she ever wants
just to give up?

Quivering remnants,
again.

Stuff this, can’t do it any more.

All that intense creation.

Her whole being absorbed in

life’s fragile filigree.

Then Some Oaf stumbles—

Tatters.

Just like that.
So long in the spinning.

So of course

she just starts again—part of life.
Build, destroyed, rebuild again.
Sometimes it will last

long enough to

snare a meal, lure a mate,

maybe even have

some sticky spider fun.

Maybe even both
simultaneously.

But we’re not spiders,
there is no one step back.
We build, build, grow, grow,

Being the spider

But depends if we're Job

and like the spider we're stoic.
We sigh, start again,

just part of life.

What else can we do?

But if we're not bloody Job

And we've just had enough:

Why me? What have | done

to deserve this?

This is not part of life—it’s the end.

But the dark cloud can lift.
A determined sun
can melt our ice cloak and

Destroyed, in a random stumble.
But next moment she’s at it again,

slivers of needles, re-knitting, repairing.

Stronger than the finest steel,

faster and faster the spinnerets flow,
then—destruction, again.

Swipe, shreds, rebuild

again. Crash, threads, rebuild. Again.

Does she ever despair?
It’s just no use.

Just want to curl up and...
But she knows if she does
she will die.

climbing ladders not water spouts.
School, job, money, house.

School, job, money, house,

bar, deck, pool, spa.

Upward, forward, onward.

Children don’t die, houses don’t burn.
And we don’t just shrug and start again.

Our houses are life-times

full of shadows, memories

or glowing rosy tomorrows.

We just can’t shrug and start again.

help us feel
a small patch of warm, calm.

Then we see the spinning—

re-knitting, re-pairing—just part of life.
She's frenzy and languor—abseiling on silk.
Her feather-soft castle catches the light,
shivering crystals, and we catch our breath,

take it in deep.

This feels good—sweet air into lungs.
Breathing, contented.

We want to do this.

Be like the spider—bounce back.

Again.
KAREN THROSSELL
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On the way to schoal...

By VAL POLLEY

TUCK in a line of War-

randyte traffic during the

time of a recent afternoon

pick-up run for the local

primary schools, there was
time to speculate on why so few
young children are able to walk or
bike to school these days.

Those modern complaints of time
constraints, increased traffic and
parent anxiety seem to be responsi-
ble for the decrease in the numbers
getting to school by foot or bike.
Yet if one starts to reminisce with
parents about times past it seems
everyone has some memories of
their journey to school—fond or
otherwise.

Children attending an early tent
school in the fledgling Andersons
Creek township around 1856 must
have faced considerable difficulties
getting to school. Unmade roads,
unbridged creeks and rivers and
the distances they needed to travel
must have been unsurmountable
at times.

Schooling in the early days of the
colony was based on the British
system. The government set up
its schools with strict guidelines
as to curriculum, behaviour and
activities. However attendance was
not compulsory and often children
were required to help their parents
eke out a living. Absenteeism could
be high and children often only
learnt the rudiments of reading,
writing and arithmetic. Compul-
sory education was introduced in
the 1870s but even so attendance
proved difficult to enforce.

It appears from a report that even

after the tent school was replaced
and classes, taught firstly in the
old Courthouse then, in a split slab
building by a Mrs Pretty; about 40
of the local children were managing
to attend classes. Access would
still appear to have presented dif-
ficulties however.

Her son George Pretty described
many years later how an old yellow
box tree, three foot in diameter,
was felled to make a bridge for his
mother to cross the creek to get to
the school. In 1863 the Board of Ed-
ucation declared Andersons Creek
Common School twelfth on its
alphabetical list, but by 1874 it was
reported that the slab school (built
by a Mr Hunter of Templestowe)
had became increasingly dilapidat-
ed and needed substantial repair.

It was said children were running
wild in the district, their parents
being reluctant to send them to a
cold and draughty school especial-
ly during the winter months. The
resulting pressure and demands of
parents and residents of Andersons
Creek led to a new stone school
being built of local material in 1875
located in a commanding position,
with views over the river.

A new bridge was also erected
across the Yarra about the same
time and these two new develop-
ments must have made both the
journey to school, and the time
within it, much more enjoyable,
particularly for those children from
the northern side of the river.

In 1908 as the township grew and
developed, it and the school were
renamed Warrandyte.

The journey to school no doubt
improved as roads were built and

both public and private transport
became more established. In the
1930s it was reported in a local
paper that the word “SCHOOL” was
being painted on the main road
near the school by the Country
Roads Board. This was seen to be
better than having signs on poles
as it was thought it would cause
car drivers to be careful and keep
their eyes on the road. A sugges-
tion was also made that a speed
limit would be beneficial as there
were so many turns along the road.

Many residents can tell stories
of how hard it could be to get to
school even in the middle years of
the 20th century. One such story
recounts how a young family from
North Warrandyte would walk
down to the Yarra to be ferried
by their mother over the river on
an old punt using a rope slung
across the water. With river water
levels susceptible to considerable
rises and falls after rain, this could
become fraught as it meant some-
times being at full stretch to reach
the rope, yet at others battling to
manage in high, fast flows. Even
then, once on the southern bank
they still had to walk the rest of the
way to school.

Other children rode horses, some
walked long distances. Students
who lived further out of the town-
ship, such as those from Alexander
Road, had to walk up to the main
road to catch a bus, then walk up
Forbes Street to get to school. Not
for them a swift ride in a comfort-
able car. But over the decades, as
cars became more prevalent, came
concern about the danger to those
children who walked to school.

Enter school crossings in the 1960s
with flags but little or no supervision.

In the late 1970s a new school,
Andersons Creek Primary, was
opened at the west end of the
township. Now there were two
schools whose students had to
cross the main road and wind their
way through the streets to access
their schools. Due to difficult ac-
cess and lack of parking at both
venues, the schools tried to dis-
courage parents from driving their
cars right to the school gates.

With the appointment of cross-
ing supervisors in the 1980s and
three local residents, Leonie Horne,
Elaine Wilson and Shirley Rother-
ham putting up their hands to be-
come the “lollypop ladies” on the
three school crossings in the town,
some relief was possible.

Parents became more willing to
drop off their children close to the
crossings knowing that they would
be safely escorted across the busy
roads. The supervisors came to
know the children who used their
crossings very well, over time
becoming part of the school land-
scape. They provided security and
protection; Leonie recalled even es-
corting children past a nesting site
in magpie swooping season.

Many of the older primary school
children formed informal walking
groups, collecting various friends
along their route to school. This
very informal system worked rath-
er like the “walking buses” being
promoted today and meant fewer
car journeys were required. These
groups provided a great opportu-
nity for socialising out of school,
though many parents professed

amazement that the moment the
children arrived home they would
be on the phone to those very
same friends they had just left

About the same time of the cross-
ing supervisors’ appointments,
a Safety House Program was
launched to promote community
assistance and safety awareness
for children walking to school. Safe-
ty houses could be a shop, cafe,
police station or private residence
and once identified were desig-
nated by a special sticker. The pro-
gram was designed to help children
who felt threatened in any way on
their walks, proved successful and
continues today.

Changing times though bring
changing habits and perhaps it is
a sign of how much things have
altered that there now is an annual
“Victoria Walk to School Day”, de-
signed to promote more walking to
keep children healthy, connect with
friends and neighbours, reduce
traffic congestion, save money and
help the environment

The car may have overcome the
difficulties posed by Warrandyte’s
hilly roads and lack of footpaths,
but it creates a dilemma for par-
ents. It is good to see that there are
still some primary-aged students
who walk or ride bikes to the
schools. While it is hard to see a re-
turn to the past, or indeed predict
the future, it would be beneficial to
see those numbers increase. With
the development of better foot-
paths and more bike tracks who
knows—one day perhaps it may
just be possible for more children
to embrace an old fashioned way of
getting to school.

Pat was our champion

obituary

By MARGORY LAPWORTH

HE Warrandyte

community is

mourning the

death last month

of Patricia (Pat)
Young (pictured) who repre-
sented the Mullum Mullum
Ward of Manningham munici-
pality as a councillor from
1997 until 2008.

She was mayor of Man-
nln%ham in 2004 and again in
2005/06.

The Mullum Mullum Ward

includes Warrandyte, Park
Orchards and Wonga Park.

Paying tribute to her mem-
ory, current Manningham
mayor, Cr Geoff Gough said:
“Pat was a very warm and
colourful personality who
always looked after the best
interests of the community
and in particular residents in
the Mullum Mullum Ward.”

Pat lived in Doncaster from
1960 and in Warrandyte from
1986.

She will always be remem-
bered by voluntary groups
in Warrandyte for her gener-
osity and her dedication to
“making things happen”.

She always made sure War-

randyte was seen as “the
best place to live”.

She loved the bush, open
spaces, river and Warran-
dyte’s history. She believed
a community should value
allld people, both young and
old.

Through her work, Pat
influenced the lives of many
people.

She was actively involved
in council's Senior Citizens
Reference Group, Heritage
Advisory Committee, Mu-
nicipal Emergency Commit-
tee and the Manningham Fire
Prevention Committee.

Pat worked as develop-
ment manager of Paraquad

Victoria.

She enjoyed gardening and
dancing. She was a classic
car enthusiast and faithfully
followed AFL football.

Pat involved herself in
many activities and organi-
sations within Warrandyte,
including the Historical
Society.

She worked for the forma-
tion of childcare facilities
and her interest in the arts
expressed itself through her
active work with the Warran-
dyte Festival, the Rotary Art
Show and many others.

Pat is survived by her three
adult children and her five
grandchildren.
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It was
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Maine In
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OHN CARIANI'S
Almost, Maine con-
sists of a prologue,
epilogue, and nine
vignettes. Each
focuses on a turn-
ing point in the relationship
between couples. They are
both comic and tragic, but
the characters come and
go so quickly that neither
laughter nor tears strike
very deeply. The net effect
is a light entertaining play,
with some oddball charac-
ters and a pervading sense
of being in between, almost
alone, or almost in love.

The set features a beautiful
three-dimensional cyclo-
rama, bathed in cool blue
light with inset bud lights
that twinkle in the night sky.
Silhouetted pine trees line
the horizon. On either side
a country house abuts the
expanse, small snowdrifts
lie on the ground. A cello
plays wistfully. Pete (Sean
Entwistle) and his girlfriend
(Debbie Govarcin) sit centre
stage. Uncertainty abounds.
She tells him she loves him,
he responds in kind. She
snuggles up to him, loving
being close. This could be a
romantic moment, but Pete’s
intellect gets in the way: “If
you assume the world is
round like a snowball. The
farthest you can be away
from someone is if you're sit-
ting right next to them,” she
exits stage right in search of
Pete's idea of closeness.

The prologue is brief, with
only a few lines of dialogue.
The characters are intrigu-
ing, the sense of romance
palpable, the moment is an-
ticlimactic. In this way writ-
er John Cariani sets the tone
for what is to come. Togeth-
er the vignettes explore that
mysterious realm between
desperate isolation and reso-
lute romance, the certainty
of being in the mainstream
and the circumspection of
life on the periphery. At key
points a moment of truth
is revealed, the Northern
Lights shimmer, heavenly
music plays, many words are
spoken but next to nothing
is resolved.

In the wrong hands this
play could come across as
superficial and, in the words
of one reviewer, “excessively
cute”. However, director Phil
Swindley’s deft hand ensures
that the Warrandyte produc-
tion is entirely credible, and
the characters are authentic
in their eccentricity and fa-
miliar in their ordinariness.
Cariani’s great strength is
in character portrait. For
example he establishes a
complex mix of motivations

-3
theatre
By JEREMY LOFTUS-HILLS

and emotions in the opening
vignette Her Heart.

Easton lives with his wife
in Almost, he is excitable
and lonely. Glory is a hiker
from Down South who has
set up her tent in Easton’s
garden. She feels guilty over
the death of her partner,
and brings some new age
whimsy to bear on the rela-
tionship between the North-
ern Lights and the souls of
the recently departed. He
would have her move on
but is swayed by her sweet
nature. He declares his love
for her, she retreats, being
“not here for that”. She has
a broken heart that she car-
ries in a red velvet bag. He
has the wherewithal to fix
it—he is a repairman. The
material sails close to the
wind at times, and could
evoke a tiresome sigh, but it
is so well delivered that we
laugh, reflect, regret, hope
and enthuse along with this
unlikely pair.

If Her Heart it is about love
found, the second vignette,
This Hurts, is about love lost.
Jimmy is drinking by himself
out back of the Moose Paddy
saloon when he catches
sight of Marie on her way
to the bathroom. They are
locals, ex-lovers of sorts.
She is out with the girls on
her bachelorette (hens")
party—she's getting married
next day. He is drowning his
loneliness in Bud Lager. He
tries to bring her back into
his world, but she resists
to the end, and returns
to her group “out front”.
Alone again, hope arrives
for Jimmy in the form of an
empathetic, zealous waitress
(Lisa Upson).

Like a fly on the wall, we
watch as six more vignettes
introduce characters almost
together or almost alone.
We engage with each for a
decisive moment, and then
they are gone. Some scenes
are down to earth and real,
others are metaphorical and
abstract. Each deals with the
particular forms and phases
of romance. Perhaps the sad-
dest is Story of Hope where
young love interrupted is
awakened again in old age.
They Fell (featuring Matt
Purnell and Sean Entwistle)
is about a homosexual rela-
tionship. It is arguably the
weakest of the nine, depen-
dent upon a corny metaphor
for its effect (when you fall

in love you fall—physically
— and they do!).

The play closes with the
epilogue in which Pete’s girl-
friend enters from stage left,
having circumnavigated the
snowball to find her partner
again, this time for sure.

Cariani establishes a bevy
of interesting characters in
the first act and then does
nothing with them in the
second. If it was a conven-
tional play it would fail on
these grounds alone. But it’s
not a conventional play. It
is a pastiche, which in the
tradition of the Canterbury
Tales, paints portraits of
people rather than tells a
story.

One could ask why then
a play? Would it be more
effective as an essay or
short story? The fact that
it failed on Broadway sug-
gest the answer is yes. But
as it finds new audiences in
small repertory groups like
Warrandyte's, perhaps its
value is being proven in a
different way.

Written by an actor, in
the style of audition pieces,
Almost, Maine provides an
excellent vehicle for actors
to test their range. In War-
randyte this means striking
deep into our rich vein of
talent. Eight actors play 20
parts, with great multi-char-
acter performances from
Debbie Govorcin, David
Tynon, Simone Kiefer and
Naomi Oosting. The decision
to use American accents
this time works well, and
art director Phil Swindley
uses the full depth and
width of the stage to deliver
a unique look and a memo-
rably graphic image for
each vignette. The lighting
design captures the contrast
between the cold outdoors
and warm internal settings.
The sound design features
neat little intros and out-ros
for each vignette, although
some of the sound effects
are a little distracting

You'll have to be quick
to catch this production.

It closes on Saturday, No-
vember 12. Being “almost”
is something we Warran-
dytians are normally quite
good at. So it’s fun to im-
merse oneself in what that
means from a variety of
perspectives, then leave that
makebelieve world in favour
of the sweet night air of our
own river valley. Look up,
look south, you might just
see those dancing lights and
hear the song of the sirens,
as you find stillness, in this
place, this moment; not
almost anywhere but here
right now.



Playing for Victoria and
winning the Ryder Medal
are two highlights in
Andrew Wildsmith’s long
and successful innings as
a cricketer. He talks with
BRIANNA PIAZZA

BP: Hi Andrew, tell us about your
background and what you do
with yourself these days.

AW: I grew up in Heidelberg and
played all my junior days at
Rosanna and then I went to the dis-
trict club in Northcote when I was
about 16. I played there until I was
about 29 and then I played sub-dis-
trict cricket at Ivanhoe. A lot of my
mates were there and | had been
at Northcote for about 15 years,

so it was time for a change. Teach-
ing was always what I had thought
about doing when | was younger
and now | am a primary teacher,
and I teach sport.

BP: What are some of your
achievements as a cricketer?
AW: | played about four or five
games for Victoria. We won a pre-
miership at Northcote in 1986/87
and [ won the Ryder Medal in
1984/85. After that I played sub-
district cricket at Ivanhoe where |
won the Hatch Medal in 1988/89.
When my boys were little I gave it
away for about five years and then
went back and played sub-district
cricket in 1999 - we won another
premiership. After that I played

in the local association at Wonga
Park for about five years and
really enjoyed that. I've also done
a little bit of coaching locally and
at school.

Do you have any favorite memo-

ries or highlights? Medal man: Warrandyte’s Andrew Wil

Probably the premierships at

Northcote and Ivanhoe were the I never really expected it, so [ don’t
highlights. They were great, partic- think it was ever mapped out or
ularly for the people who had been  anything. | suppose as a junior |
around the clubs for long periods was OK at it and then I think the
of time and experienced a lot of opportunity just presented itself.
success. | really enjoyed that. My uncle played at Northcote, so |
went and played for him and it all
At what age did you realise you just took off from there.

had a talent for cricket and would

likely play professionally? Did your parents encourage you

REAT

GETTING up early, donning a uniform and
following rules sounds like a school kid's
weekday curse, but for many young War-
randyte girls it’s something they can't wait
to do again on the weekend.

Saturday morning Ul1s netball has at-
tracted three teams this season, the
drawn to the game as a way of cat g up
with friends, making new ones, learnh:f
ball skills, enjoying the thrill of competi-
tion and the importance of team bonding.

The Ulls group is made up of exgerl—
enced players and beginners. Girls are
placed in similar ability groups and are
encouraged to play in many positions to
understand the game better. They train
each Thursday and are supported by
coaches and helpers. For many, this is the
first year that they have played netball
and enced the fun of playing a team
sport. is the aim, but regardless
of the final score the girls come off the
C(t’l:m smiling and congratulating each
other.

This season’s coaches are Caroline
and Corrin Mueller (The Wrens), Mi-
chelle Murray (The Bluebirds) and
Teresa Knott and Maddie Cook (The Glid-
ers). For more information contact Sue
Rodwell (Wamnm‘flyte Netball Club) at
warrandytene @y7mail.com,

to play sport?

Yes, my Dad had always been

into cricket and baseball. My Dad
played in the Victorian baseball
team and my uncle played state
cricket. So [ was always around
sporting clubs and that sort of
thing when I was little. So | was
encouraged to get into sport. [ also
played baseball for 30 years, since

| lltllisilfia

I was about eight years old. When |
was younger, [ would play baseball
in the winter and cricket in the
summer.

How does it feel to be one of the
very few people who have won
both the Hatch and Ryder Med-
als?

I was lucky enough to have a cou-

ple of good years. It doesn't hap-
pen all the time but I think [ was
just lucky those two years. When |
was at Wonga Park | also won the
Bill Dean Medal, which was the
best player in Chandler. I think

that was a bit of a fluke, really, but

I don't measure my success by the
awards. | think you should measure
sporting success by doing and be-
ing the best you possibly can

You were a left-hand batsman and
a right-hand bowler. Are you
ambidextrous?

I'm exactly the same as my Dad

— anything | do with one hand I use
my right hand and anything [ use
two hands for | do left-handed. So

I play golf left-handed and I play
tennis right-handed. It's a bit of a
weird mixture. I've always been like
that since I was little and my uncle
is the exact opposite! Everything
he does one-handed he does left
hand and everything he does with
two hands he uses his right hand
So I don’t know where all that mix-
ture comes from.

How did you come to live in War-
randyte and what do you love
about it here?

[ just love the community feel
about living here. | just think it's

a fantastic community. We came
across it by accident really and
we've been here for just over 25
years now

Do you have any advice for young
readers who would like to play
sport professionally, particularly
cricket?

I think just keep persisting and
keep trying as hard as you can and
train as hard as you can. Then the
rest takes care of itself. So long as
you have prepared enough, you
can't do much more.
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Brett tops the |

By RYAN HOIBERG

BRETT Kline has become the longest
serving active player in Warran-
dyte Cricket Club history when he
notched up 325 games last month
and passed all other 232 players who
have played for the club.

Kline equaled Gerald Walshe's re-
cord in the final game of last season,
but now has moved past all who have
come before him. This milestone was
matched by a personal achievement
for the Kline family when Brett’s son
Jarrod became the 233rd player to
play cricket for Warrandyte on the
same day and in the same team as
his father. This was the first time
the father and son duo have played
for the club.

Kline's influence at the club is enor-
mous, with the club appointing him
to the position of Fourth XI skipper
for this season and adding to Kline's
long list of achievements at the club,
including: club champion 1999/2000,
First XI premiership 1981/82, Second
X! premiership 1990/91 and Third
XI premiership 2009/10. Brett was
appointed a life member in 1998 and
became a club legend in 1995. To add
to his impressive list of attributes
Brett has also won the Second Xl bat-
ting awards in 1994/95, 2004/05 and
Third XI batting awards in 1999/2000.
He has also won two bowling awards
in the Second XI in seasons 2001/02
and 2003/04

President Ben Taylor says Brett is
highly respected around the club,
acting as a great leader for many
junior members of the squad. Taylor
says Kline should be “proud of his
fantastic achievement” and the club
looks forward to having Kline play
for many more seasons

Season starts with a flurry

Cricket has finally re-emerged from
the cold depths of winter and with
a new season comes opportunities
for glory. Warrandyte’s First XI has
quickly set out to put the defeat in
the Grand Final of last season behind
it, starting with two wins from two
starts. Though the lower grades
are struggling to get back into the
swing of it, Warrandyte’s cricketers
are sure to soon blow off the winter
shackles and fight their way up the
respective ladders.

Skipper Campbell Holland, recently
promoted within the club to coach
as well, started his second season
at the helm of the First XI in fine
form, leading the lads to a win over
Chirnside Park in the first match of
the season. Holland is coming off a
stellar season in 2010/11, after tak-
ing home the Gerald Walshe Medal
(the First XI Best and Fairest) and
the Steve Pascoe Medal (awarded
to the best player in the Wilkins
Cup). Holland had fought to keep
his squad together and although
there have been a lot of changes,
Holland should be congratulated for
the maturity already shown by such
a young list.

After losing the toss and being
asked to field first, Warrandyte’s
pace attack was able to pin back the
Chirnside Park batters, with Holland

taking the first wicket of the game.
However, the Chirnside Park top
order looked to take advantage of
their home setting, scoring slowly
but surely. But Alex McIntosh, who
produced a man-of-the-match perfor-
mance with his eight overs (1/12),
a spell including four maidens and
a vital wicket, later backed up with
a blistering unbeaten 35 runs to
ensure Chirnside Park’s attack was
slowly pegged back. Consistent
wickets, including two to debutant
Mitchell Gaffney, resulted in Chirn-
side Park being dismissed for 126
with Holland (4/26) devastating the
lower order, his final wickets rattling
the furniture.

Warrandyte was able to chase
down the total with relative ease,
despite losing wickets consistently.
When Holland departed for seven,
and fellow opener Ben Taylor fol-
lowed for just three, Warrandyte was
looking shaky at 2/21. But a solid
middle-order display highlighted by
Dave Mooney (19) and some big hit-
ting by McIntosh (35), including a six
to win the match, meant Warrandyte
was able to score its first victory.

Warrandyte hosted Olinda in the
second match of the season. Holland
won the toss and took the oppor-

Onya Dad: Brett Kline in his record-breaking game wrth his son Jarrod. Photo

tunity to bat in the two-day game.
Warrandyte's openers Tyson Rees
and Taylor looked to settle in for
the day with a solid opening partner-
ship of 35, but it all suddenly came
undone when both departed in quick
succession. However, first drop Blake
Morgan was able to find some fine,
producing 39 runs and working well
with his fellow batsmen to put the
Bloods in a commanding position.

Again, it was captain Holland who
delivered the goods for the Bloods
with a knock of 50 while young Daniel
Barry’s 36 helped Warrandyte post
227 runs from 69 overs, despite a late
collapse. The Bloods took full advan-
tage of the overs left in the first day
of play, taking both opener’s wickets
and giving the locals a big advantage
the following week. Olinda’s remain-
ing top order initially provided some
fight, but when a couple of wickets
fell Warrandyte quickly ran through
the remaining batsmen with Holland
devastating again with the ball taking
6/33 from his 13 overs.

Warrandyte’'s Second XI have had
a poor start to the season, losing
their first game in a tight contest. The
following week the result was even
worse for the squad after it capitu-
lated to a rare outright defeat.

GREG WARREN.

Warrandyte’s Third XI is being led
by new skipper Stewart Smead who
notched up his first win for the team
in the first round, thanks to some
great performances by some of the
more experienced members of the
squad. The Bloods were unable to
find the form from the first game and
lost their second match by 20 runs.

Warrandyte's Fourth Xl has also run
into a tough start to the season los-
ing both matches, even after Grant
Hartmann produced a fantastic 74
in a recent match.

RESULTS
First XI—Round 1: Warrandyte 7/129 (MclIntosh
35) def Chirnside Park 126 (Holland 4/26, Gaff-
ney 2/25). Round 2: Warrandyte 227 (Holland
50, Morgan 39, D Barry 36) def Olinda 103
(Holland 6/33, Gaffney 2/6).
Second XI — Round 1: Warrandyte 9/138
We!lesley 24) def by Eastfield 4/140 (Lincoln
? Round 2: Warrand{vte 52 (Wellesley 19)
and 151 (Wellesley 28) def by Scoresby/Ferndale
7/262 (Lincoln arren 2/50).
Third XI-Round 1: Warrandyte 6/144 (McKellar
302 def. Wonga Park 6/141 (Smead 3/17, Creber
2/29). Round 2: Warrandyte114(8mea038 def.
by Wantirna 137 (Stafford 3/14, Smead 3/31).
Fourth XI - Round 1: Warrandyte 147 aThomas
30 def. by Wantirna 150 (Warren 3/33). Round
arrandyte 9/262 (Hartmann 74, Rojiwadia
i de1 by orwood 319 (Gordon 3/43, Oremek
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Milo and cricket a great mix
The Warrandyte Cricket Club
MILO in2Cricket program was
represented by senior players
Steve Pascoe, lan Sharpe and
Barry Johnson together with
Adam Pattison from Cricket
Australia in what was a fantas-
tic cricket clinic for Anderson’s
Creek Primary School’s Grade 3
and 4 students last month. The
students all enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to learn more about cricket
and were “very enthusiastic” ac-
cording to spectactors. The Clinic
was structured so that every child
was active for the whole period.
“This is a great example of how
schools and local clubs can link
and work together,” APSC’s Mer-
edith Thornton says.

Family day at the tennis
Warrandyte Tennis Club is host-
ing a Family Day on Sunday,
November 27, from 1.30pm to
3.30pm, immediately after the
finale of the Supersmashers pro-
gram which has had 45 children
participating. The Family Day

is open to anyone interested in
playing tennis at arguably one

of the best clubs in suburban
Melbourne. Free activities include
tennis coaching classes, cardio
tennis, a Red Ball challenge open
to all ages, jumping castle for the
kids and a sausage sizzle. WTC
is also offering a saving to all new
members who join on the day.
Click into www.tennis.com.au/
warrandytetc/files/2011/09/WTC-
Family-Fun-Day.pdf for more
information.

Youth League Men’s tryouts
Tryouts for Warrandyte’s first
Youth League Men'’s team started
recently under the watchful eye
of coach Brent Reid. Warran-
dyte will have a team in both the
senior and youth league of the
men'’s and women’s competition
for the 2012 season, which com-
pletes the amazing expansion of
the club which had its first Big V
team in the 2007 season.

Wet start for the Warrandyte South Hawks

By FRANS BROUWER

THREE wins including two to the
Fifths and one to the Seconds, a bye,
five washouts, seven losses and two
forfeits conceded was the Hawks' se-
nior output in the first three rounds
of the RDCA season.

A lack of numbers resulted in the
club forfeiting the first two games for
the Sixth XI, but several other clubs
also seem to be having problems
early on.

The First XI has lost both games
against teams that have won both
their matches. The next match
away against Croydon Ranges (8th
with one win) was washed out and
became a one-dayer. The Second XI
had a washout and a loss, with a win
against neighbours Wonga Park com-
ing on the stroke of 7, wtth awicket
to Sean McMahon (who top-scored

for the match with 45). The Third and
Fourth XIs have all suffered losses
and washouts.

The Fifth XI played the first two

ames, although the boys were
orced to transfer both matches
from a boggy Brice Avenue in Moo-
roolbark to other grounds. On the
opening day of the season Veterans
player Tim Rule gave a fine all round
performance with 78 not out and
4/13. Round 2 saw another terrific
all round effort by Richard Cutler
330 and 3/6), and a fine father-son

ebut by Ryan Paterson (55 not out
followed by his father Derek’s 3/.
The first nine Eastfield wickets were
all bowled, and the last wicket was a
run out by supersub Ken Morton.

A bye in Round 3 allowed most of
the XI to play Sixths (K Grade)
against Norwoo& Despite a sound

batting performance of 6/142 (with
Ryan Cullen 46 on debut and son
Jakeb 32), a poor bowling perfor-
mance with 43 extras (despite le-
nient rules in the three lowest RDCA
%des) cost any chance of a win.
drew Walker’s 3/23 were the best
bowling figures.
The three junior teams are also
strugglinimth wet grounds. Howev-
the Ul4-2s had a great win in Round
2 against South Croydon (Tristan
Hansen 3/5 and 51, Condon 4/5).
In contrast, the three Veterans
teams have achieved three wins, a
bye and two losses.

RESULTS
lhllon Shield: Rd 1 - Hawks 9/126 (Bar-
%I to Nth Ringwood
10/135 (Undssasy 3/13, Bowen 3/35); Rd 2
Hawks 10/1 (Wlllouohby 25, Garrett 53)

lost to Wantirna South 8/232 (Garrett 3/70,
Ben Neagle 3/70); Rd 3 — washout v Croydon
Ranges, and become a one-dayer (results next
edition of the Diary).

A Grade: Rd 1-washed out vs Croydon North;
Rd 2 — Hawks 128 (McBride 51) lost to Ainslie

Park 246 (Jere! le 3/37, McBride 3/38);
Rd 3 — Hawks 9/196 L McMahon 45, Ben
Hamup 28) d Wonga Park 159.

e 4 el B
2 Hawks1 ams
mwooé%S Sazenls 2/26); Rd.)i

Handr R(H Hawks7/113|osttoTem le-
ton 3/189; Rd 2 —Hawks washout vs Wantirna
South 5/210: Rd 3 — Hawks 177 lost to War-
randyte 7/1 78 (Ollie Hansen 4/42).

J Grade: Rd 1 Hawks 2/128 (Ru!u 78no,
Batten 23) d Knox City 8/119 (Rule 4/13); Rd 2
~ Hawks 6/177 (Tucker 28, Rl Cutler 30,
Ryan Paterson 55n0) d Ea)stﬁeld 10/107 (Dorok

Paterson 3/25, Cutler 3/6); Rd 3 - bye
K Grade: Rds 1 and 2 - forfeits ; Rd 3
~Hawks 6/142 (Ryan Cullen 46, Cullen 32)

lost to Norwood 7/151 (Andrew Walker 3/23). |

U16-2: Rd 1 —Hawks 10/53 and 3/146 (Cha|
pell 47no Williams 40) lost to Templeton
dec; Rd 2 — Hawks vs Ainslie Park washed out.

uu-z Rd 1 - Hawks 9/82 (Hollins 29no
lost to WOnga Park 8/152 (Hollins 3/14); Rd
—Hawks 5/159 (Hansen 51, Wright 30no, follin
26) d South Croydon 7/33 (Hansen 3/5) and 7/2
(Condon 4/5).

U12-1: Rd 1 —Hawks 79 lost to Scoresby/Fei
dale 8/111; Rd 2 — Hawks vs North Rin
3/113 washed out.

Masters Div 1: Rd 1 - Hawks 5/210 (Tennan{
41no, Foley 40no, Weeks 35, Rule 33, Johnsol
27) d Tamploton 9/135. Rd'2 - Hawks 9/1
57) Iost WI Im 38no, Rule 30, Sm

mn na1-Hmmsa Campbell
37 ine 34, Srith ueen
26n0) d Olinda 4/144; B2 v 193
25) lost to Yarra Junction gg;a

Smo(m mzﬁaﬁ"émrmac
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Venom runs atrecord strength

By TONY OLIVER

WARRANDYTE Venom'’s junior bas-
ketball program has attracted 113
new players ahead of the 2011/12
season, a record 30 per cent growth
rate.

In recent weeks 31 junior teams
have been selected, placing the
Venom inside the top 10 biggest rep-
resentative basketball programs in
Victoria. The club has also been told
that its fourth senior team, a youth
men’s outfit, has been accepted into
the senior Big V competition.

Warrandyte Basketball general
manager Justin Nelson says it's been
a hectic few weeks for the club.

“The junior Venom tryouts were
conducted and completed inside
seven days, so it made for some long
hours, but between Gerard Leonard,
Tiff Hodgson and all of our coaches
I'm really pleased with the result,”
Nelson says.

“Tryouts for rep-ball are always a
stressful time, especially when you
have more than 300 players to look
at, but the kids were brilliant, they all
just focused on doing their best and
we were thrilled with their efforts.”

The club has also welcomed new
coaches to cater for its growing
ranks.

“Though some people think a magi-
cal coaches tree is growing out the
back of the stadium, I can assure you
a lot of hours goes into recruiting
coaches to the club,” Nelson says.

At senior level, the club has had
tryouts for its youth men'’s team and
with booming numbers hitting the
court, coach Brent Reid has had a
busy month of selections.

“It’s exciting”, Nelson says. “These
young guys have a pathway into se-
nior basketball. Obviously, we won't
be able to fit everyone in, but with a
selection policy that all players must
be current or former Warrandyte
players, just like with our youth
women’s team, we are building the
local program and many of these
young players will be future stars at
the club. The youth men'’s team is the
culmination of a vision we had five
years ago. It is mind-blowing what
we have achieved.”

Meanwhile, Warrandyte Basketball
has announced its award winners
for 2011 and celebrated its senior
team awards at the club’s annual
social night. Awards were presented
to Casey Taylor, Jo Metcalfe, Jenny
Leeson and Kristy Moore for their
services during the year, while Jus-
tin Nelson was presented with Life
Membership.

The senior awards were capped
off by Tron Smith and Meg Dargan
picking up the MVP trophies.

Nelson says he was “very hum-
bled to be presented with such an
award”.

“I put in at the club because I love
the club, it's such a unique part of
the basketball fraternity and I'm
really pleased that over the past
six years I've been able to share my
experiences with so many people,”
Nelson says. “Though the award is a
form of recognition, I still feel like I've
got a lot more to give. I know I won't
be at the club forever, but I'm very
focused on making sure we continue

Happy APSC feet hit the school trail
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All smiles: Cassy Hamllton s Under 14s. (Back) Phoebe Joy, Abbie Archer, Tara Weeks, Elise Mortlmer, EIIle Caruana Cassy Hamlhon (front) Grace ngnell,
Livia Sheather, Tahnee Parris, Katia Dodds.

this momentum. On the court we are
pushing forward, now we need the
facilities to accommodate the num-
bers, that’s the next priority.

“I'm starting to liken the club to
the movie Field of Dreams — we have
worked our backsides off to build
it, and they are coming. The growth
has been amazing. | look at guys like
lan Wood and he is a true icon of
this club. I was stoked to be made
a Life Member, but for me a bloke
like Woody is where I hope to get to
one day, | have great admiration for
everything he has done at the club
over the last 30 years.”

VENOM GIRLS WARM UP

WITH the first of the grading phas-
es held on November 4, the weekend
before the Melbourne Cup was the
last opportunity for match practice
for the Friday Night teams.

Warrandyte and Ringwood took
part in interclub games at Park Or-
chards. In the second of the night,
Cassy Hamilton's Under 14s had a
good practice hit-out against Ring-
wood in a high standard game.

Warrandyte won 22-11 but in these
games the scores are not important
— it is more about the chance to
develop teamwork and skills. For the
record, Tara Weeks contributed six
with Katia Dodds and Elsie Mortimer
scoring four. Emma Hoehne is enjoy-
ing her first year of coaching Friday
night basketball and her Under 14
girls were pipped in the last minute
after leading all match.

MORE than 200
members of the
Andersons Creek
Primary School com-
munity walked the
walk and talked the
talk on October 19
for “Walk to School”
morning. From their
meeting point at
8am school children,
as well as dogs on
leads, babies in

the journey in the
morning sunshine to
promote the benefits
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THINKING OF
s ELLING?

There is a strong demand for properties in the
Warrandyte area. If you are thinking of selling
please call on 9844 3085. We are highly competitive
and won’t be beaten on commission (conditions
apply). With over 50 years experience between the
sales executives you can’t go wrong!

WARRANDYTE
Come On Home...

Brimming with features plus a tranquil
location on just over the classic 1/4 acre block
makes for relaxed and enjoyable family living!
The light-infused rooms are generous offering
a living—dining room, separate family room,
kitchen/meals, 4 robed BRs incl zoned main
BR (ensuite), bathroom, downstairs spacious
rumpus room. Inclusions: pine floorboards,
exposed beams, OFP, large carport.
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., 1 WARRANDYTE
1 5 Star Views and Lifestyle

' 1 Dynamic 4BR family home approaching
1 5 years old, elevated allotment approx
| 1176sgm, brilliant views towards Mt
§ Dandenong. Designer kitchen/living/dining,

rumpus, study, 4 bedrooms, master with
i contemporary spa ensuite and WIR, deluxe
bathroom. Alarm, air cons, wood-burning
! heater, butler's pantry, alfresco, water tank,
double carport, studio.
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WARRANDYTE
Views, Creatively Different,
Rather Unique!

Glorious views, distinctive construction,
alfresco decks plus outdoor spa all combine
to create individuality/character to this
4 bedroom home. Block measures approx
4112m? comprising separate lounge and
dining rooms, kitchen/family, includes
spa bath, WIR to main bedroom, second
bathroom, 3 car accommodation.
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WARRANDYTE
3 Large NEW Blocks

The streetscape of Warrandyte is changing...
this well known high profile industrial site
established in 1946 is having a new lease of
life with 3 large prestige residential allotments
for sale. Lot 1 approx 945sgm, Lot 3 approx
1038sgm and Lot 5 approx 1249sqm. Exciting
opportunity exists to build your new home to
your exact specifications (STCA) and lifestyle
requirements in a premium location. Position
perfect at the roundabout near IGA and the
fire station on Andersons Creek, metres from
the river, stroll to Goldfields Plaza, buses.
primary school, near Yarra Street shops, short
drive to the Pines and Eastland.

1 WARRANDYTE
| Ideal Bush Setting

I This attractive 5126m- lightly treed allotment
is fully fenced with water, gas, electricity
and telephone all available. With a generous
building envelope of 562m-* this could very
well be the property to build your dream home
on. Situated only a short drive to the centre
of town, the Yarra River, wood-fire bakery,
various restaurants, the new lollies and treats
shop and all that Warrandyte has to offer.

WARRANDYTE

A Sleeping Beauty!

“Brigadoon” poised on a serene allotment
3302m‘—the proportions of this home are
generous, light infused and radiate immense
character and individuality. Visually captivating
with timber and stone throughout. An original
kitchen-dining-lounge-family area, sunroom,
study, 3 BRs/3 ensuites incl main BR opening
onto parents’ retreat. Appointments: GDH, split
system air con, stone OFP, polished timber
flooring, dble carport, rear patio overlooking
huge backyard. Yarra River opposite, near State
Park, handy to primary school/township/buses.

© ? v,
&Vg, Ly 3 N

AUCTION .

noviz . § 7
11.30am 4% =

oy T
SIS

Tase me
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