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NEXT ISSUE 
Next issue of the Dia,ywill be published on Wednesday, March 13, 2013. Advertising 
and editorial copy closes Friday, March 1, 2013. 

OUR NEWSPAPER 
The Warrandyte Dia,ywas established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has 
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character. being produced 
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit. non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Dia,y carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the 
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North 
Warrandyte. South Warrandyte. Par1< Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood. North Ringwood. 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

A SPECIAL PLACE 
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small . self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners. orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne. the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit. 
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 

There's nothing quite llke the smell of smoke 
on a hot day to get them moving about. .... 

When 'weasel words' work 
12 12 cc UPPA, Gran? UU "Is the Pope 

Catholic?" 
"Better safe 

than sorry, 
Gran. No need to get your 
knickers in a knot." 

"Sorry, Beryl. I'm as cross 
as two sticks at the moment. 
Like a bear with a sore head." 
"So what's got up your nose 
this time?" 

"Jar lids." 
"Oh my giddy aunt, what a 

screw up they are." 
"Tight as a fish's bum." 
"You've opened a can of 

worms there, Gran. I mean try 
opening a jar of gherkins and 
you're in a right pickle." 

"You 've got a snowballs 
chance in hell. I mean who do 
they think we are? Wonder-
woman?" 

"For two pins I wouldn't buy 
another jar to save myself." 

"Once bitten twice shy. It 's 
a pain in the arse, no bones 
about it. And you know what 
else drives me round the 
bend?" 

"Just between you, me and 
the gatepost?" 

"Gas." 
"Better out than in I always 

say." 
"I mean gas bottles, Beryl. 

You never know where you're 
up to with the damn things." 

" Is the gas half empty or 
half full!" 

"You've hit the nail on the 
head. You throw another 
shrimp on the barbie and 
before you can say Jack Rob-
inson you 've run out of gas!" 

"Don't come the raw prawn 
with us, eh Gran?" 

"And they cost an arm and 
a leg. Every time you turn 
around the price goes up." 

"You're right on the money 
there, Gran, it's daylight rob-
bery "They see you coming a 
mile off." 

living with ~, 
The Trotts 
"Still, I'd rather have a bottle 

in front of me, than a frontal 
lobotomy, eh Gran?" 

"Wipe the grin off your face, 
Beryl, it's no laughing matter. 
And I'll tell you something else 
for nothing." 

"Tell me about it, Gran." 
"Updates." 
" Updates! Don't get me 

started." 
"You just get your head 

around something then blow 
me down if they don't bring 
out another update and ev-
erything goes out the window. 
I mean what on Earth are they 
thinking for Pete's sake? If it 
ain't broke don't fix it." 

"l suppose a change is as 

good as a holiday, Gran." 
" Barley charley, Beryl , 

that's not the point. You don't 
change horses in midstream, 
it just doesn't compute!" 

"Alright, already, keep your 
shirt on, I'm just saying ... " 

"And while I'm on my high 
horse you know what else re-
ally ticks me off? 

"I'm not a mind reader, Gran." 
"Bad language." 
"Case of the pot calling the 

kettle black if you don't mind 
me saying, Gran." 

"I mean all that texting and 
twittering. Kids these days 
can't string two words to-
gether to save themselves. 
You mark my words, Beryl, 
they're murdering the Queen's 
English. It's a death of a thou-
sand cuts." 

"It' ll be a red letter day if one 
of them learns to spell ." 

"The writing's on the wall , 
Beryl, sure as eggs are eggs. For 
crying out loud, there's more 
words in the dictionary than 
you can shake a stick at and if 
lol is one of them I'm a Dutch-
man. Fair dinkum, Mr Oxford 
must be rolling in his grave." 

"Well I'm glad you got all that 
off your chest, Gran!" 

"There is one more thing, 
that really gets my goat." 

"I'm all ears, Gran" 
"It just makes me mad as a 

wet hen." 
"Don't mind me, I just work 

here." 
"And at the end of the day 

I think th is one takes the 
cake." 

"Spit It out, Gran, spit it 
out." 

"ClicMs!" 

ALAN 



Harmonious treats for festival audiences 
By 
The heartbeat of any success-
ful festival , a diverse music 
program , has a lways been 
pivotal to Warrandyte 's big-
gest weekend, to be held next 
March 22, 23 and 24 . 

The Diary spoke to festival 
committee volunteers about 
the growing buzz around this 
year 's Main Stage musical 
line-up. 

"We have even more action 
this year with the Battle of 
the Bands being moved to 
Stiggant Street due to Com-
munity Centre renovations," 
festiva l spokesperson Ben 
Dennis said. 

time Gypsy Jazz, 
the four consum-
mate string play-
e rs and singe rs 
perform ori ginal 
tunes a nd br ing 
old favouri tes to 
life. 

Mr Dennis said 
th e b an d d e -
scri bed Warran-
dyte festival as "an 
extra special gig 
due to fun memo-
ries" , promisi ng 
crowds "an upbeat 
foot-tapping set." 

Fas t beco ming 
a festival ins titu-
tion, local act The 
Tes key Bro thers 
will re t urn once 
again to play the 
sundown set. Also 

r ich in emo tion 
a n d h u mour'. 
"Listeners will be 
captivated by her 
beautiful voice," 
she said 

The following 
act, Batacuda, is 
an extraordinary 
ensemble. 

Promoted on 
their website as a 
show that includes 
"hip-swivelling 
rhythms, musical 
gymnastics, com-
edy, drumming so-
los, physical con-
tortion, romantic 
drumming 'duels', 
fi re juggling AND a 
human pyramid", 
Batacuda is sure 
to create a frenzy 

"VulgarGrad sing the old 
songs of Russian thieves and 
pun k classics from the Per-
estroika era," Maree said 
"Their bio sums up their 
sound as 'something that tran-
scends the language barrier 
by aiming straight for your 
convict heritage and your 
dancing feet!' 

·we hope families will bnng 
along those dancing feet, a 
rug and a picnic and make 
the most of the Main tage 
variety." 

Main Stage performances 
begin on Saturday, March 23 
after the I 2 noon opening 
ceremony. 

School bands and choir 
kick off the program, which 
continues entertaining night-
time audiences until late. 

"We encourage the commu-
nity to come down on Friday 
night at 6.30pm to enjoy the 
best from local youth bands 
battling it out for the major 
prize-a day in a recording 
studio." 

back by popular demand is 
the Nudis t Funk Orchestra, 
featuring Warrandyte Festival 
committee member Ja mie 
Ferguson on drums. 

The Sunday program wi ll 
have eve rythi ng from the 
"smooth , breathy vocals" of 
Megan Bernard to the "high 
energy, pe rcussive ci rcus 
skills" of Batacuda. 

several choices for Sunday's 
Main Stage performances. 

when they take to the stage 
with t hei r medley of may-
hem. 

Sunday's Main Stage mix 
starts around 11.30am and 
continues into the evening 
Food and drink will be avail-
able for purchase across all 
musical events. 

Many fe s t ival goers wi ll 
recognise one of Saturday's 
groups, The Scrimshaw Four, 
who are regular buskers at 
the Warrandyte market. 

Mixing Bluegrass and Old-

Animaux will be closing the 
night with a great mix of funk 
and soul. 

Festival spokesperson Maree 
Burns took the Diary through 

"Megan Bernard is a Mel-
bourne-based singer/ song-
writer/guitarist endorsed by 
Gotye as 'a fabulous guitarist'. 
Her live performances have 
been described as 'concerts 

The closing act stretches 
the boundaries of creative col-
laboration to include "some of 
Australia's best musicians in 
underground ethnic styles". 

Sounds like audiences are in 
for more than one musical treat' 

In a word: Harmonious! 
• 

Nietta Curry, hoping to take home first prize at this year's Festival Billycart Derby. (Picture by Cherie Moselen) 

Third time plucky for Nietta 
By CHERIE MOSELEN 
It takes pluck to hurtle down a 
hill in a ground-hugging box on a 
set of skinny wheels, but a dash 
of courage is exactly what deter-
mined youngster Nietta Curry will 
need to take home first prize in 
this year's Warrandyte Festival 
Blllycart Derby. 

This blllycart angel first got her 
wings two years ago when she en-
tered the popular annual festival 
event at the age of nine. The only 
girl in the race, Nietta ended up 
mid-field that day, but took home 
a new helmet in 2012 after manag-
ing a very close second. 

Recently Improved with new 

tyres, her billycart is now ready 
for the big event. 

"The cart goes really fast but it 
doesn't make me nervous--! like 
the speed," Nietta told the Diary. 

A devoted panda lover, Nietta's 
blllycart sports a panda "with 
attitude" and has the clever cart 
name "Panda-monlum" to match. 

On race day, Billycart Derby 
contestants line up two at a time 
from the top of Police Street. Each 
blllycart gets a few runs before 
knockout heats narrow the field, 
leavlni( two final daredevils to 
battle It out for the top prize-a 
new mountain bike! 

The Blllycart Derby is part of the 

2013 Warrandyte Village Festival, 
which runs across the weekend of 
March 22, 23 and 24. It is open to 
children aged 8 to 15 years. 

Contestants can register be-
tween 8.30am and 9.15am on Sun-
day, March 24. Entry fee is $8 and 
all carts must meet strict safety 
requirements. 

Race day is fast approaching so 
if there are kids out there who 
would love to be in it-better start 
building those billycarts now! 

• For more information visit 
the website at www.warrandyte-
festival.org. For enquiries email: 
contact@warrandytefestival.org or 
call 0418 357 282 . 

It's friendly, it's 
neighbourly . .. 
By CHERIE MOSELEN 
Warrandyte 's annual Village Festi-
val, to be held across the weekend 
of March 22, 23 and 24, is run as 
a labour of love by a voluntary 
committee who embody its 2013 
theme, "Celebrating Friends and 
Neighbours". 

Festival committee president Adie 
Courtney told the Diary the commit-
tee was such a great group of people 
to work with that monthly meetings 
fel t like getting together with old 
friends anyway. 

"The essence of a strong commu-
nity is fed by the connection we have 
with our friends and neighbours," Ms 
Courtney said. "Many of us celebrate 
endeavours and successful achieve-
ments, weather adversity and rise 
to challenges with those around us 

with whom we have strong links". 
"Our friends and neighbours may 

come from diverse cultural back-
grounds, be of differing ages and 
abilities, have different passions and 
skills, and our connection with them 
teaches us much." 

"Warrandyte is a special place be-
cause of its strength of community 
connectedness," she said. "and our 
festival is a celebration of that." 

Expressing the festival theme, this 
year's logo by Diary cartoonist Jock 
Macneish captures this spirit of 
connection. 

Jock has been designing the festival 
logo since 1978--this one brings his 
tally to 32-and includes, as usual. 
a delineation of the Yarra River that 
distinctly characterises the town-
ship of Warrandyte. 

WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL 
2013 

Celebrating Friends and Neighbours 

IMPORTANT! NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 
Diary email address is now info@warrandytediary.com.au 

Sports email address unchanged: scott@octobergrey.c 
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TREE SERVICES 
ABN: 90 397 584 604 

The Education Tax Refund has been replaced 
with the schoolkids bonus. If you have not 

received your payment as yet of $205 
(Primary) , $420 (Secondary) call Centrelink 

We welcome business and personal tax enquiries 
Btian Spurrell FCPA Oocal resident) and associate 

SOMERSAULTS, CARTWHEELS, 
HANDSTANDS & MO RE. 

111/W'fOUl(.UH IHSll't POWN 111" Jtt"S 

dead, dangerous &: large tree specialist 
tree removals - tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal - storm damage - prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice - 24 hour service 

fully insured - experienced climber 

CALL THE PROPER LOPPER 
BEN ON 0417 364178 

Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention 
to all account,ng,lax requirements and busmess advice. 

We will visit you. 
"Wt ,n 11w .-.0 tYtt" .. tas =~~±:m u PO Box 143, Wirrandyte, 3113 

PO.SDIILISED TRX.1181 r, l: 9844 2409 Of 0412 011 946 
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Innovative Building Systems have been 
consulting with CSR Hebel®, CSIRO, and CFA to 
assist in the design/engineering of Bushfire 
Storerooms. 
All Bushfire Storerooms have up to a 4 hour fire 
rating and comply to Australian Standards 
Ratings. 
They also come with a engineering guarantee. 
Beware of inferior immitations. 

For more information contact Simon Stringer at 
Innovative Building Systems 

Phone: 0412 586 059 
E-Mail : simon@ibsystems.net.au 
Website: www.ibsystems.net.au 

Contact 
, 

Jacqueline Bell 
Dent.al Prosthet1st 

Yoga, Meditation 
& Creative Dance 

dasses available 
tor Adults and children Experience The Diff ere nee 
bhavacentre@gmail.com 

9844112B • Natural Looking Dentures • Laminated Mouthguards 
5a West E:nd Rd, Warrand_iJte • Relines and Repairs • On The Spot Health Claims 

Now 27 _iJears ot relaxing 
Yoga & Dance classes 
in our serene centre 

Wend:) 5radtke 
& Gabnelle 5oswell 

Directors 

OSTEOPATH 
in Warrandyte 

An Osteopath can help with: 
• back & neck pain 
• headaches & migraines 
• joint pain 
• sports injuries 
• sciatica 
• back pain with pregnancy 
• and much more ... 

Warrandyte Osteopathy 
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road 
Warrandyte 9844 2465 

As a long-term resident of 
North Warrandyte, the fire 
incident on Kangaroo Ground-
Warrandyte Road on January 
11 (pictured above) again 
highlights the need for the ur-
gent upgrading of the bridge 
ov r the Yarra River. 

It 's only a matter of time 
before we have a very serious 
fire north of the river. When 
that occurs there will be 
pandemonium as people try 
to leave via the only bridge 

dear diary __,' 
across the river. 

Just take a look at any peak 
period and the traffic build-
up. 

You can only imagine the 
situation if people are pan-
icking, trying to flee the area. 
There will be carnage, it will 
not be orderly but every man 

for himself. 
When will the local councils, 

Victorian state government 
or VicRoads provide some 
leadership to rectify this situ-
ation? Do it now before it's 
too late. 

I urge all residents to can-
vass their local councillors 
and MPs to try and get some 
real action happening. 

Pete Fraser 
North Warrandyte 

Myki scarce in Warrandyte 
With the Metcard system being scrapped at 
the end of last year, casual travellers without 
a Myki card-and tourists-now have to buy 
a Myki pack. The full fare pack costs $10, with 
$4 of fares included. Concession and seniors' 
packs cost $5 with $2 of fares included. 

told he was aware of the situation and he would 
write to the minister. I haven't heard back from 
him at the time of writing. For those who have 
permanent cards, the system seems to work 
well, but for tourists used to simple overseas 
systems, our system must seem messy and 

1 have inquired in Warrandyte and there is no 
shop in our tourist town where a pack can be 
bought. I asked bus drivers about the situation 
and they are given six packs to sell per day. I 
asked what happens if they run out. They said 
their job was to get people from point A to B 
and they would not refuse entry, and if inspec-
tors got on they would explain. 

expensive. John Hanson 
Webb Street 

Upon contacting MP Ryan Smith's office I was 

• Later message from John: I received a 
phone call from Ryan Smith's office saying they 
are giving more Myki packs to the bus drivers. 
They suggested our supermarket could be 
a good place to sell them because of longer 
opening hours. 

Warrandyte 
Consulting Rooms 

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 
9844 3766-98441943 

New doctors 
now taking new patients 

Dr Damneet Sekhon 
Dr Aman Sekhon 

Dr Olivia Rimington 
Dr Andrew Perrignon 

Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see 
her regular patients 

OPEN 
Monday to Friday - 9am to 5.30/6pm 

Saturday - 9am to 12pm 



Fiery wake-up call 
By PINI 
North Warrandyte CFA's first 
lieutenant, Troy Lowther de-
scribed the Kangaroo Ground 
blaze on January 11 as "the 
most significant fire in this 
area since 1991", adding that 
this should be viewed as "a 
big wake-up call for the local 
community". 

All was quiet at the North 
Warrandyte CFA the day be-
fore but fire crews were an-
ticipating a busy Friday as it 
was a Total Fire Ban Day with 
39 degrees forecast. 

Captain Rohan Thornton 
told the Diary that it had been 
busy in December extinguish-
ing fires people had tried but 
failed to manage. The weeks 
following Christmas, however, 
had been uneventful with little 
fire activity in the Warrandyte 
area as the Fire Danger Period 
was announced, burn-offs had 
ceased and the weather had 
been cooler. 

At around 4.25pm on the 
Friday, North Warrandyte and 
Kangaroo Ground CFA crews 

responded quickly to advice 
of a fire eruption in Kangaroo 
Ground-Warrandyte Road , 
Kangaroo Ground. Aware that 
a wind change was imminent, 
their main priority was to 
contain the fire as it had the 
potential to be a significant 
incident. 

The fire quickly escalated, 
however, fuelled in all direc-
tions by strong winds in what 
Troy Lowther described as be-
ing "a hard to access area". 

As Initial Incident Controller, 
Troy requested an additional 
10 tankers and air support. He 
soon received advice from the 
Incident Control Centre (lCC) 
in Kangaroo Ground (one of 
only 12 of this type in Victoria) 
that the status of the fire had 
been upgraded. They would 
now be overseeing opera-
tions and Troy's position was 
modified to that of Divisional 
Commander on the ground, as 
is standard procedure in a fire 
of this magnitude. 

More appliances were or-
dered (including crews from 

Warrandyte and South War-
randyte brigades) culminating 
in a total of 47 trucks and two 
helicopters, consistent with 
the pre-planned response of 
combined emergency service 
crews, who were already on 
"Hot Start" alert. This means 
that on days of Total Fire Ban, 
the ICC is already manned 
with resources and personnel 
and prepared to implement 
the strategy of attacking fires 
aggressively to avoid escala-
tion. 

Four people were evacuated 
from the scene at a nearby 
property threatened by the 
fire and full roadblocks were 
quickly instigated . "Watch 
and Act" alerts were issued 
for Kangaroo Ground and 
Warrandyte communities . 
Sergeant Stuart Henderson 
of Warrandyte Police advised 
that a stop point was also 
created at the Warrandyte 
Bridge, prohibiting entry into 
the area and managing the 
numerous sightseers. 

Sergeant Tim Peck of the 
Banyule CIU told the Diary , 
the fire, whic h burned 30 
hectares and destroyed an 
outhouse, "was investigated 
in conjunction with the CFA 

and Parks Victoria in t he 
days followin g the fi re but 
the results were inconclusive 
as to whether the fire was 
deliberately or recklessly lit". 
Sergeant Peck has appealed 
to the community to be aware 
of and report any suspicious 
behaviour to Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000. 

Thanks to the terrific initial 
response by the combined fire 
crews and supporting aircraft , 
the fire was contained by 
6.30pm and a major disaster 
was averted, prompting Cap-
tain Rohan Thornton to de-
scribe it as a "perfect example 
of how well the processes 
work". 

South Warrandyte CFA cap-
tain and southern sector com-
mander, Greg Kennedy de-
scribed the response from the 
brigades as "phenomenal". He 
said that although Warrandyte 
is divided into two councils 
and two different fire control 
areas, "the boundaries don't 
mean anything from our per-
spective". 

Warrandyte CFA officers , 
however, are concerned about 
ongoing public complacency. 

Greg Kennedy praised the 
Warrandyte Community Asso-

ciation 's Be Ready Warrandyte 
incentive and urged people to 
"take note and document their 
fire plans". 

Rohan Thornton noted that, 
less than 24 hours after the 
Kangaroo Ground fire , only 12 
people attended the CFA Fire 
Ready Session in North War-
randyte. He says people are 
not taking the risk seriously, 
many do not have fi re plans 
and attendance at information 
meetings is poor. He advises: 
"Don 't get complacent-we 
live in a wildfire risk area. 

Rohan would also like to see 
a bette r green waste program 
developed for Nillumbik as he 
believes the current system, 
of all owing only one week-
end a year for green waste 
disposal, necessitates more 
burning off and increases the 
probability of fi res in changing 
weather conditions. His wish 
list also includes reinstating 
community si ren alerts. 

Results of a recent trial in 
the Dandenong Ranges are 
being awaited and the Greater 
Warrandyte region has been 
fl agged as a contender for 
this. 

War randyte CFA captain 
Bern ie Ebzery commended 

the Manningharn council in-
centive which allows sup-
p ly of three street flusher 
ve hicles , containing 4500 
litres of water, to Warrandyte. 
South Warrandyte and Wonga 
Park brigades . He says these 
were used extensively in the 
Kangaroo Ground fires and 
are of enormous help as they 
enable firefighting appliances 
to remain on site. Bern ie 
also warns : "People com-
plain about alerts not coming 
through, but we must all be 
proactive, develop fire plans, 
heed warnings and implement 
them". 

Troy Lowther was quick to 
point out "major fires have 
been here before and they will 
happen again". 

In the post-mortem follow-
ing the fire , the CFA captains 
were united and categorical in 
their advice: 

• Develop a fire plan 
• Prepare and ma intai n 

properties (keep houses clear 
of leaves twigs and fuels) 

• Be aware (develop situ-
ational awareness and take 
heed of CFA warnings) 

• Leave early 
• Prepare Act Survive! 

Fire survey: residents recognise risk Survey follow-up 
An overwhelming majority of resi-
dents who responded to a local bush-
fire readiness survey last year--81 
per cent-believe they will face a 
bushfire threat in the near future. 

"However, despite the fact that 
they have a survival plan, many 
have no idea what to do if something 
unexpected happens when they are 
threatened by bushfire," Dick Davies, 
president of the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Association, told the Diary. 

Mr Davies was commenting on a 
detailed analysis of the Be Ready 
Warrandyte bushfire readiness 
survey conducted by WCA in North 
Warrandyte, Warrandyte, South War-
randyte and Park Orchards. 

"Analysis of the survey findings 
provides a wealth of information 
that will guide decision-making for 
several years to come. 

"The independent analysis, by 
RMIT's Centre for Risk and Commu-
nity Safety, a lso contained 12 rec-

ommendations to 
help Be Ready War-
randyte develop a 
'toolkit' of activities 
to raise awareness 
of fire planning and 
build community 
resilience now and 
in the future," Mr 
Davies said. 

He said the findings 
report was based on 
623 responses to 
the survey of house-
holds in the area. ..,-r-

Key findings are: 
• Awareness and 

concern about bushfire risk appears 
to be high in the Greater Warrandyte 
area. Many residents are concerned 
about the difficulty of leaving safely 
during a bushfire, particularly in the 
North Warrandyte area. Importantly, 
previous research has shown that 
being aware and concerned about 

bushfire risk does 
not necessarily 
mean that people 
will take appropri-
ate action to plan 
and prepare. 

• Results suggest 
considerable varia-
tion in household 
plans and intentions 
in the Greater War-
randyte area. Many 
residents claimed 
to have a Bushfire 
Survival Plan but 
had not considered 

what they would do 
if something unexpected happened, 
what they would do if they had 
visitors , who takes responsibility 
for different elements of the plan, or 
what they would do differently on 
weekends or school holidays. 

• Many people intend to leave as 
lire danger ratings increase, with 

more than three-quarters of respon-
dents saying would leave the night 
before or early in the morning of a 
Code Red day. Women are more likely 
to want to leave when threatened by 
bushfire than men. However, it is im-
portant to recognise that intentions 
are not always an accurate predictor 
of behaviour during bushfires. Past 
experience and research suggest 
that many people will wait un ti l 
they are directly threatened before 
taking action. 

• Residents of Greater Warrandyte 
we uld prefer to get in for mati on 
about preparing bushfire survival 
plans from a range of source and in 
a range of formats. Results highlight 
the need for diverse approache tar-
geted to different groups in a locally-
relevant way, with a locally-oriented 
website as a central component. 

• Full survey results are available 
at the Be Ready Warrandyte website: 
www.warrandyte.org.au. 

Among other outcomes or the 
Readiness Survey, WCA has 
lodged a sample bushflre sur-
vival plan for a "typical- War-
randyte family on the website: 
http:/ /warrandyte.org.au/fire/ . 

"We are hoping to launch a 
video promoting fire planning, 
made by the Warrandyte The-
atre Company, t the upcoming 
Warrandyte Festival, WCA's Dick 
Davies said. 

"We will be contacting all 
Warrandyte organl tions to 
see how they can promote bet-
ter fire planning through their 
membership. 

"Public meeting °"'i th bushfire 
a-perts and a seen o planning 
workshop will be held later in 
the vear. 

kMany Warrandyte residents 
are following us oo Facebook 
and Twitter as well the web-
site," Mr Davi d . 



Locals divided on new service station 

By KARLY HICKMAN 
Plans by United Petroleum to 
erect a larger service station , 
restaurant and retail shop on 
the site of the old fuel outlet 
and garage in Yarra Street 
remain on hold. 

Meanwhile residents remain 
somewhat divided on t he 
need for a service station in 
Warrandyte. 

Street traffic that have not 
been addressed," Sebastian 
Motta , VicRoads regional 
d irector said . VicRoads is 
working with the developer 
to ascertain whether these 
issues can be satisfactorily 
resolved . 

station in Warrandyte, the 
Keep Warrandyte Unique 
group have rejected the idea 
of a less intrusive petrol sta-
tion on the site. 

"The crux of the group 's 
concern is the fundamental 
change to the streetscape of 
Warrandyte" a representa-
tive from the group told the 
Diary. 

ln September last year, the 
Diary reported that VicRoads 
had objected to the applica-
tion on the grounds of traffic 
safety. 

Affected residents and their 
supporters-the "Keep War-
randyte Unique" group-have 
banded together in their op-
positio n to the proposed 
service station. 

With a proposal that in-
cludes eight bowsers, 10 park-
ing spaces , a "Quickshop", 
and additional retail or res-
taurant space, and an almost 
eight metre high canopy, the 
development would have 
significant impact on the site. 
Two-thirds of the site would 
require excavation, including 
a six metre high retaining wall 
at the rear of the site. 

"The application remains 
on hold at the request of the 
applicant" , a Manningham 
council spokesperson said 

"VicRoads has objected to 
the planning application due 
to potential impacts on Yarra 

Representat ives from the 
gro up have placed signs 
around Warrandyte protest-
ing against the service sta-
tion. They are developing the 
"Keep Warrandyte Unique" 
website. 

While some residents have 
stated the need for a service 

2013 AUSTRALIA 
DAY AWARDS 
Congratulations to 
Nillumbik's 2013 
Australia Day Award 
winners. 

Nillumbik Citizens of the Year: 
Laurence and Jean McQuade for services 
to St John Ambulance, and the Yarrambat 
CFA over many years. 

Nillumbik Young Citizen of the Year: 
Brett Davies for his work with young 
people, through the Scouts and as a youth 
worker with the YMCA at the Diamond 
Creek Community Centre. 

Nillumbik Senior Citizen of the Year: 
Mrs Noel Williams for her voluntary service 
helping teach, support and interact with the 
children at the Kangaroo Ground Preschool 
and sharing the region's history with them. 

Nillumbik Community Group of the Year: 
Nillumbik U3A (University of the Third 
Age) which after four years has 220 
members and has campuses in Eltham 
and Hurstbridge providing positive ageing, 
lifelong learning and social networking 
to retired and semi-retired residents of 
Nillumbik and beyond. 

Nillumbik Volunteer of the Year: 
Pam Lawson for her many years of service as 
a volunteer and active member of numerous 
community groups over many years. 

BACKYARD CHOOKS 
FOR BEGINNERS 
Come along to Edendale and learn 
the basics of backyard chicken-
keeping including bird selection, 
housing and care. 

Date: 
Time: 
Cost: 
Venue: 

Bookings: 

Saturday 23 February 2013 
1pm-2.30pm 
$20 
Edendale, 
30 Gastons Road, 
Eltham 
(Melway 22 A 1 ) 
9433 3744 

CAN YOU HELP LOCAL PARENTS? 
We are seeking volunteers to mentor 
local parents of small children and 
babies who might be temporarily 
struggling with the adjustment to 
parenting. 

We are looking for volunteers who are 
open-minded, compassionate, have 
experience parenting children and have 
a good listening ear! We will provide 
training and ongoing support to help 
you fulfil this important community role. 
If you are interested please contact Pia 
Cerveri, Family and Children's Services, 
on Pla.Cerverl@nlllumblk. ·"-'l·=---
vlc.gov.au or 9433 3165, 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays. 

"WCA opposes this proposal 
on the grounds of it being 
out of character with the 
township's heritage ," WCA 
president Dick Davies said. 

In a WCA online poll of 151 
self-selected respondents, 66 
per cent were opposed to the 
proposal. 

The proposal has created 
a vast amount of discussion 
across a wide cross section 
of the community. 

"While many residents are in 
favour of a fuel supplier in the 
town the impact of this par-
ticular proposal has caused 
disquiet ," a WCA submis-
sion to Manningham council 
states. 

Many residents oppose the 
proposal on the grounds that 
it would sit outside the desig-

Left: Old servo as it looks today. Above: Protest sign in 
Yarra Street. (Pictures by Stephen Reynolds) 
nated business zones at the 
west-end, central and east-
ends of Warrandyte. 

"Do we want closer access 
to petrol, only to lose our 
supermarket? 

"Do we want Warrandyte's 
first fast-food chain outlet?" a 
concerned community mem-
ber said. 

Two single-sided , illumi-
nated 4.2 metre signs are 
proposed at either end of 
the site. Additional illumina-
tion will be emitted from the 
expansive canopy during the 
proposed 6am to midnight 
trading period. 

The proposal is within a 
residential area with heri-
tage , wildfire, design and 
development and significant 
landscape overlays. It is sur-
rounded by mostly single-
storey homes and across the 
road from Stiggants Reserve. 
Residents believe the pro-
posal , ii approved, would 
create a significant change to 
the existing streetscape. 

However, some residents 
view the proposal as a wel-
come change to the existing 
operation. "What is there now 
is an eyesore, old batteries and 
empty 44 gallon drums make 
it look like a derelict site," 

E-WASTE 

one online commenter said . 
"I fully support the idea of 

the petrol station in the vil-
lage. It will serve those want-
ing to buy petrol on the way 
home or on the way to work," 
another community member 
said online. 

Many have expressed con-
cern about access and egress 
to and from the site onto Yarra 
Street. 

The site sits on a blind cor-
ner, requiring road widening 
of approximately three me-
tres to allow for right-turning 
vehicles. 

"Such a road change will also 
add to the impact of the pro-
posed development, introduc-
ing more urban elements into 
what has been essentially a 
rural road," the WCA submis-
sion stated. 

While 10 car parks are pro-
posed for the site, WCA are 
concerned this will be insuf-
ficient for a service station, 
retail store and restaurant. 

The application will remain 
on hold while VicRoads works 
with the developer to address 
concerns. 

• For more information on 
the proposal, see www. keep-
warrandyteuniq ue . wee bly. 
com. 

Nillumbik residents are now able to 
bring their unwanted televisions and 
e-waste items to the Recycling and 
Recovery Centre. 

Throughout the month of March, 
activities and events will be held in 
Nillumbik to celebrate the summer 
harvest, including the Home 
Harvest Feast on 17 March 2013. 

Items accepted free of charge: 

televisions 
computer monitors 
computers, laptops and tablets 
computer accessories including: 
hard drives, keyboards, power cords, 
network and memory cards, discs, 
CD/DVD drives, printers, scanners 
and faxes. 

Sign up as a grower and find out more 
about Harvest Month at 
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

The Home Harvest Feast is sponsored 
by Real Food Catering and Village Food 
Connections and is supported by Nillumbik 
Shire Council, Banyule City Council, Local 
Food Connect, Bulleen Art and Garden, 
Nillumbik Community Health Service and 
Sustainable Gardening Australia . 

Other e-waste items which are accepted 
for a fee: 

CRT (cathode ray tube) televisions 
that have been removed from cases 
CRT televisions that are cracked 
or broken 
batteries that are not an Integral part 
of the system 

• video and DVD players 
hi-fi and stereo equipment 
digital and video cameras 
computer game consoles and 
accessories. 

Recycling and Recovery Centre 
290 Yan Yean Road, Plenty 
Open 8am-4pm: Fri, Sat, Sun and Mon 

For more information call 9433 3555 or 
visit www.nlllumblk.vlc.gov.au . 



Judgment on council 
election debacle soon 
By CHERIE MOSELEN 
A resolution is expected 
shortly after a hearing in the 
Melbourne Magistrates' Court 
was called late last month to 
consider a breach of the Local 
Government Act during the 
2012 Manningham council 
elections. 

Some local papers believe 
that a by~lection in the Mui-
tum Mullum Ward is becoming 
increasingly likely 

Alter hearing evidence from 
former mayor Bob Beynon 
and the Victorian Electoral 
Commission earlier in Decem-
ber, the Municipal Electoral 
Tribunal vindicated Mr Bey-
non's claim that the act had 
been breached, disqualifying 
a rival candidate as a result. 

Mr Beynon initially lodged 
a complaint with the Magis-

trate's Court after discovering 
opposing candidate David 
Muscat had appeared on the 
ballot for Mullum Mullum 
ward as an "illegal" nominee. 
Mr Muscat had been convict-
ed of earlier assault charges , 
a fact that made him ineligible 
to contest local council elec-
tions for up to seven years. 

According to its interpreta-
tion of the act , the VEC is 
proposing that Mr Muscat's 
primary votes be excluded 
and his preferences subse-
quently redistributed. 

However, Mr Beynon dis-
agrees with this interpreta-
tion, arguing at the recent 
hearing that prefer enc es 
from a disqualified candidate 
should not enjoy any value. 

He also presented the mag-
istrate with evidence to show 

that the order of elected posi-
tions would have differed had 
Mr Muscat's preferences not 
influenced the outcome. 

"The VEC contend David 
Muscat's removal should be 
treated as if he had retired. 
For that to be the case under 
the Local Government Act, 
a candidate must apply to a 
magistrate informing them 
of his intent, something the 
Tribunal confirmed today had 
not been done by Mr Muscat," 
Mr Beynon told the Diary. 

"This candidate has clearly 
been disqualified, which is 
quite different from a 'retire-
ment' in my book, therefore 
all his votes should be com-
pletely eliminated from the 
result. " 

After the hearing, Mr Bey-
non said he did not believe 

the VEC had sat isf ied the 
magistrate with its interpre-
tation of the act , and was 
hopeful another poll would 
be ordered in the interests of 
"upholding due process and 
the democratic rights of the 
voting public". 

Warrandyte resident can-
didate Michelle Pini , who 
had attached her own com-
plaint to that of Mr Beynon 
and attended both hearings, 
agreed. 

"I can only hope the magis-
trate's final verdict favours a 
bi~ lection," Ms Pini said . "I 
believe th is course of action 
would be the only fair resolu-
tion going forward." 

At t he time of t he Diary 
going to press, Magistrate 
Michael Smith had retired to 
consider his decision. 

Melbourne Hill drainage 
By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
The area surrounding Mel-
bourne Hill Road requires ma-
jor works to minimise flooding 
and expensive damage to 
downstream properties. 

Engineers at Manningham 
council told the Diary they 
have run out of options to 
fix the drainage system with 
minor works. 

Their proposal involves add-
ing more drains and under-
ground pipes to Melbourne 
Hill Road and nearby streets, 
including Francis Street and 
Drysdale Road. 

"What we are trying to do 
is provide a point of drainage 
discharge for every property 
in the catchment," manager 
of Engineering and Technical 
Services, Roger Woodlock, 
said. 

"The logic behind that is 
if we can pick the water up 
at the source it is generated 
and get it underground, the 
properties downstream have 
a better chance of not being 
flooded." 

Engineers say there is cur-
rently little underground 
drainage infrastructure east 
of Mullum Mullum Creek, 
and since the drought ended, 
houses downstream are at an 
increased risk of flooding. 

Flood prone: Culvert in Melbourne Hill Road. Note the narrow drainage pipe, which frequently 
blocks with debris following a downpour. (Picture by Brianna Piazza) 

Melbourne Hill Road was erties in the catchment, ex- council officers during the de-
one of the worst hit areas perts are keen to discuss the velopment of the design, and 
when Warrandyte experi- proposal with residents and work with council officers on 
enced flooding in 2011. respond to concerns and the cost of apportionment," 

With more than 100 prop- questions. Mr Woodlock said. 

Clyde's 
Conundrum 
A doctor in Doncaster has a 
brother, Dave, who is a dentist in 
Donvale. 

But Dave the dentist in Donvale 
doesn't have a brother who is a 
doctor in Doncaster. • 

Why is itso? 
Solution next month. 

Residents can stay up-to- They estimate the cost of 
date and learn more about the proposed project to be 
the proposed drainage project around $1 .9 million. While the 
by attending a meeting on council will fund part of the 
Wednesday, February 6 at scheme, property owners who 
7pm in Function Room 1, at in some way benefit from the 
Manningham Civic Centre, 699 scheme, will be required to 
Doncaster Road, Doncaster. make financial contributions. 

Council is seeking a number Residents may have the op-
of local residents prepared to tion to contribute quarterly 
act as representatives of other instalments over 10 years. 
residents in the area for the Following the meeting, lo-
duration of the project. cats in the area will receive 

"As part of our public meet- the minutes of the meeting 
ing, we'll be looking for the and a survey, with time to re-
residents to nominate to spond before council decides 
become part of a reference whether to proceed with the 
panel, which will meet with scheme. 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS 

I KNOW THERE'S 
FIRE IN 11-tERE 
SOMEWHERE -

The Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
is seeking a new Coordinator. 

For further infonnation and a Position Descnption, 
please email www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse. 
or call 9844 1839. Applications close 12/03/2013. 

T R U f W O O D Design 

Su stainable 

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE 

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 11 9 
EMAIL paul@cruewood.com.au 

www.truewood.com.au 

ainting & 
ti 

Andrew John 
Managing Director 

p: 0412 765 210 

four 
walls 

e: andrewjohn7S@optusnet.com.au 
w: fourwallspainting.com.au 

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993 
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote 

Daniel Patience Podiatry 
is back in town 

Daniel Patience has re-opened in Warrandyte 
at the Luttick Psychology Centre, Shop 3, 35 Drysdale Road. 

Clinical Hours: 2pm-6pm Wednesdays, 9am-5pm Fridays 
For an appointment please ring 9874 774-0 leaving a 

voicemail if necessary and your call will be returned promptly. 
Email: danielpatience7@gmail.com 

CHIROPRACTOR 
Dr Louise Callaghan 
B. C. Sc/B. App Sc. (Clinical Sc.) 

Chiropractic may help with : 

• Spinal & postural dysfunction 
• Loss of balance 
• Cognitive function problems 
• Learning disabilities 
• Back, Hip, Shoulder, Feet 

and Neck Pain 

We welcome all ages 

Call for an assessment on 

9722-1876 
Jumping Creek Chiropractic 

9 Jumping Creek Road 
Wonga Park 



, 
MA I G H AM 

CALLING FOR 2013/14 
BUDGET PROPOSALS 

Manningham Council has commenced the development of its 
2013/2014 Budget. We would like to hear from Manningham's 
residents, community groups, sporting, and trader associations, 
about service and infrastructure improvements that you would 
Ii e Council to consider funding in 2013/2014. 
This is your opportunity to bring to the attention of Council those 
important matters which you would like Council to consider for 
the coming year. 
Written proposals will be accepted from Wednesday 30 
January 2013 to 12 noon on Tuesday 26 February 2013. 
Your service and infrastructure improvements proposals may 
be lodged electronically on Council 's consultation website 
www.whatmattersmanningham.com.au or mailed to: Budget 
Proposals - Finance Department Manningham City Council 
699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster, Vic, 3108. 
Councillors will hear presentations on these budget proposals 
at a meeting commencing at 6.30pm on Tuesday 5 March. If 
you wish to make a presentation at this meeting, please indicate 
this within your proposal. Following this process, Council will 
be preparing its draft 2013/2014 Budget, Council Plan 2013 to 
2017 and Financial Strategy 2013 to 2023. 
These documents will be placed on public exhibition between 
Thursday 2 May and Thursday 30 May. During this public 
exhibition period, there will be a further opportunity to make 
formal budget submissions for final consideration by Council. 
For more information, please see www.whatmattersmanningham. 
com.au or call Council's Finance Unit on 9840 9212. 

COMPETITIVE VISUAL 
MERCHANDISING WORKSHOP 

Are you a retailer looking to maximise the attractiveness of your 
store through visual merchandising and product placement? 
Manningham City Council and the ARA Retail lnstiMe present 
a workshop focusing on Competitive Visual Merchandising for 
local retailers to investigate ways to: 

• Engage a consumer visually 
• Learn the five fundamentals of successful visual 

merchandising 
• Get your brand noticed with visual theatre 
• Engineer promotions to drive interest and 

commercial outcomes 

Date: Thursday 28 February 2013 
Time: 6.00pm - 9.00pm 
Location: The Pines Learning Centre (Function Room) 

1/520 Blackbum Road, Doncaster East 
Cost $25 per person 

You must register for this event. Registrations close 26 
February 2013. To register go to www.manninghambusiness. 
com.au. 
For more information contact Hannah Jordan at Manningham 
City Council on 9840 9229. 

Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood 
House TERM 4 2012 
Connecting You to Your Community 

MONDAY 
Strong Women Stay Young 
Walking Gro p 
Yoga 

TUESDAY 
• Pi/a-Yoga 
llny lleedl Craft Group and 

Co r.lty Qlliltmaklng Group 
Strong Stay Young 
Weights for lln 
T•esday Lunch (monthly) 
Cblldren's Drawing 
Tai Cbi 
Poetry aad Creat!Ye Writing 
Gtaod Read March 2 

WEDNESDAY 
Gntle Exercise for Older Adalts 
• Ctnt/re Daace for Adi/Its 
• Crutin D1111ce for Todd/en 
Fmiell Cl1lt 
l'llates 
W-'1 Kea Day (Anxiety and 
llepressiotl), Maru 28 

THURSDAY 
Pastels 
Painting with Water Colours 
Rock 'n' Roll Aerobics 
Book Club (monthly) 
Yoga 

FRIDAY 
Strong Women Stay Young 
Weig for Men 

SATURDAY 
• Fire Rt!Sillence Wortsbop Feb 9 
Felting Feb 16, 17 
• Wllne Card Health & satet, 
Certfffcate Feb Z3 
• Respon:sible Serrlng of Alcohol 
llarch23 
• Lam to,,_,,, March 2 

TERM 1 Jan 29 - Mar 28 
ENROL NOW! 9844 1839 

At the Warrandyte 
Community Church 

57 Yarra Street 

' IIEW tblst- - O 
warraodyte Nt,ghboumood House gratefully 

acmowledges funding from the following .ill~ 
organ'53IIOOS Mannlflllham Cny Council, Department '1il, ~II!!". 

of Human Services and Don<:are 

www.warrancfrtenelghboumoodhouae.org.au 

Celebrate 150 years at WPS 
Warrandy t e Primary School is 
celebrating its 150th anniversary 
t h is month. In 1873-150 years 
ago-the Victor ian Board of Edu-
cat ion formally established the 
school and named t he colony's 
then existing schools in rough al-
phabet ical order, thus Andersons 
Creek Common School No 12 came 
into being. (All of Warrandyte was 
then called "Andersons Creek".) 

Warrandyte·s first school com-
menced on the gold diggings in 
1856. In 1863 lessons were held in 
the Andersons Creek Court House 
while a new schoo l was being 
built. 

Ten years later, in 1873, the newly 
created Education Department in-
troduced the state school system 
and Andersons Creek State School 
No 12 came into being. (Not to be 
confused with the now Andersons 
Creek Primary School, built much 
later at the west end of town.) 

James Eccleston was appointed 
fi rst Head Teacher. The new school 
building on the Forbes Street site 

The fire's 
miles away. 

opened in 1875. 
Former students, parents, teach-

ers and friends are invited to join a 
number of celebrations that have 
been planned for this month. 

During the week of February 18 to 
22, everyone can " talce a trip down 
memory lane, enjoying school tours 
during the week; special classroom 
activities and join in 'olden day' 
activities on Thursday, February 
21 ," principal Gillian Binger told 
the Diary. 

That evening, between 6.30 and 
8.30pm, there will be a Family Fun 
Night and Bush Dance, hosted by 
Paradiddle. 

School tours will run on Monday, 
February 18, 10-1 lam; Tuesday, 
February 19, l l.30am- l 2.30pm ; 
Wednesday, February 20, 10-1 lam; 
Thursday, February 21 , on the 
hour; Friday, February 22, l 1.30am-
12.30pm. 

• To book for tours--0r for more 
information-please call 9844 3537 
or v isit www.warrandyteps .vic . 
edu.au. 

Warrandyte Primary School then ... 



Warrandyte going plastic bag free in March 
Building a health habit In Warran-
dyte; it's not radical or frightening. 

From March , Warrandyte will 
become one of several places in 
Australia and around the world, with 
specific actions aimed at eliminating 
single use plastic carry bags from 
our community. 

Many countries and cities have 
either banned plastic bags or placed 
fees on their use. Since 2002 and con-
tinuing to the present, countries like 
Ireland, Germany, France, Denmark, 
China, India, South Africa and many 
states and cities in the US and UK 
are introducing punitive measures 
and even increasing fees because 
of the overwhelming evidence that 
these actions do change behaviour 
and provide dramatically improved 
outcomes. 

"You may be surprised to know 
that Aus tralia lags well behind 
world action on changing attitudes 
to plastic carry bag use," Warrandy-
teCAN president Wayne Rankin told 
the Diary. 

"In two separate surveys last year, 
over 90 per cent of Warrandyte's 
shopping community said they'd 
support a plastic bag-free town , 
including the imposition of a lee to 
encourage the use of recycled , envi-
ronmentally friendly bags." 

Warrandyte Bakery and Australi-
ana Aspect are two committed local 
businesses already charging a fee for 
plastic bags. 

"People do appreciate why we 
need to eradicate plastic bags , but 
might not understand the impor-
tance of moving away from even 

fully compostible bags," Mr Rankin 
said. 

"Even these create waste and pol-
lution and take time to break down 
in landfill. Far better action is to 
bui ld a habit of taking reusable bags 
when we shop." 

WarrandyteCAN, (Climate Action 
Now) has received funding from 
Mannlngham council and the War-
randyte Business Association for 
local retai le r distribution of high 
quality, long lasting jute carrybags. 

Quinton's IGA is independently 
funding a quantity of free jute bags 
to get you started and will provide 
ongoing stocks for sale at bargain 
prices. 

Wi th this wide opportunity for 
free, reusable jute bags when shop-
ping in March, CAN urges you to play 
your part and remember to bring 
them back for subsequent shopping 

trips. Traders who have expressed 
interest in providing free bags from 
this donated fund will have these 
while stocks last. 

II customers do not have their own 
carrybag. the recommended lee of 
I 0c per plastic carry bag will apply, 
similar to fees charged by large dis-
count outlets such as Target. 

The fee does not apply to small 
plastic bags for vegetables, meat 
pastries, lollies, etc. 

Al l retailers have been urged to 
participate in the program and a 
c harter of co mmitme n t w II ap-
pear in the window of participatin 
retailers. 

• Comments or concerns can be 
addressed to Emma Edmonds on 
0478 575 893 or Jill Dixon on 0404 
024 449. 

Yarra River fish travel swimmingly upstream 
A new structure on the 
Yarra River at Dights Weir 
in Abbotsford will assist 
native fish in their journey 
upstream to Warrandyte 
and beyond. 

The barrier of the weir 
has now been overcome 
with the construction, by 
Melbourne Water, of an 
SO-metre long "fishway" 
beside the weir. 

"With millions of fish ex-
pected to use the fishway, it 
will restore balance in the 
river's upper reaches where 
fish numbers have been 
dwindling," Riverkeeper 
Ian Penrose told the Diary. 

"At the official opening 
by Water Minister Peter 
Walsh late last year, many 
species were seen using the 
fishway, including two vul-
nerable species, Australian 
grayllng and Macquarie 
perch, and a rarely seen 
Tupong, or freshwater flat-

It consists of 24 concrete 
chambers that slow the 
water and provide a gentle 
gradient and resting points 
for fish to swim upstream. head," Mr Penrose said. The new fishway. A small Tupong. 

King of the 
understudies 
By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
Sam Hooper was over the 
moon when he opened his 
inbox one Monday morn-
ing to find an email saying 
he had been cast in King 
Kong. 

King Kong The Musical has 
made national headlines in 
recent weeks, with its first 
ever one tonne, s ix metre 
high animated gorilla. 

Sam was cast as a "swing", 
and says he is looking for-
ward to the challenge of 
being an understudy. 

"I cover a lot of the male 
ensemble. II they get sick 
or injure themselves I'm 
waiting backstage and at 
a moment's notice have to 
be ready to be able to go on 
stage for anyone who hurts 
themselves." 

The 23-year old said he's 
excited to be a part of the 
show, and can't wait until 
the show starts in May. "It's 
really great to see that the 
show isn't just going to be a 
spectacle, there's actually a 

really strong storyline behind 
it," Sam told the Diary. 

"I think it's taking mus ic 
theatre back to its traditional 
roots with big dance num-
bers and also smaller, really 
emotional numbers for some 
of the leads . It's got all the 
big music theatre classics in 
there with some new takes 
on it all." 

Sam graduated fro m th e 
Victorian College of the Arts 
in 2011 , was previously cast 
in Oliver, a milestone which 
he says sparked his passion 
for music theatre. 

"I guess I love the physical 
and emot iona l cha ll enges 
that music theatre can bring. 
I also really love that I can do 
something that I can put a lot 
of work into and people can 
really appreciate." 

Sam spent 12 years growing 
up in Warrandyte, and moved 
away only a couple of years 
ago to be closer to univer-
sity. He still holds Warrandyte 
close to his heart. 

"Warrandyte is a really love-

Sam Hooper (Picture by 
Ponch Hawkes) 

ly place, I really enjoyed 
living there," he said. "I live 
in Southbank now and while 
the conven ience is great, 
sometimes I do really miss 
th e peace and quiet tha t 
Warrandyte has." 

Sam begins rehearsals this 
month and the show wi ll 
start in May at Melbourne's 
Regent Theatre. 

• Tickets for King Kong are 
available at www.ticketmas-
ter.com.au. 

Nikki has written no 
ordinary memoir 
By MICHELLE PINI 
Warrandyt e res ident Nikki 
Stern is a librarian and moth-
er of three adult children. She 
has also written a book about 
her intriguing past, when she 
was married to an abusive 
husband who controlled her 
career in the sex industry. 

Not Your Ordinary Housewife 
topped Australia's non-fiction 
best seller list in December 
and sales continue to soar. 

The book chronicles the true 
story of Nikki 's privileged up-
bringing as the adopted child 
of wealthy, highly educated 
parents who were Holocaust 
survivors and to whom she 
refers as "cultivated and up-
standing people". 

Her engineer lather was 
awarded the Order of Aus-
t ra li a Medal; her mother 
was a renowned pianist and 
her childhood is described 
as "happy, secure and shel-
tered". Neve rtheless , Nikki 
a lso he ld what s he terms 
"classic adoptive-child inse-
curities" and was easily led. 

She eloped with a control-

ling man who, she says, led 
her "into a world I had never 
imagined", as the star of X-
rated videos. 

Three years ago , in the 
same week in which her es-
tranged husband died, Nikki 
received news that she had 
stage three ovarian cancer 
and a pessimistic prognosis. 
She says it left her worrying 
about the question marks her 
children would face upon her 
death. 

After a lifetime of "going to 
great lengths to avoid disclo-
sure" of her past act ivities, 
Nikki decided to share her 
story. She told the Diary. ·1 
knew people would judge 
me, but my need to write and 
document my story overtook 
these concerns." 

Nikki says that although she 
worried about her children·s 
reaction , "they were very 
supportive and encouraging-
and writing her story pro-
vided a welcome di traction 
from her battle with cancer 
and thoughts about her own 
mortality. 

Describing the events in the 
book as "pretty wild", ikkJ 
admits that although she·s no 
proud of many things. she i~ 
very proud of her book. 

Not Your Ordinary Houseu·ift 
focusses on the complex rela-
tionships which framed her bi 
zarre daily life and she refen 
to the book as ·a cautionan 
tale for women to be stroni 
and true to themselves-. • 

CLYDE& 
OCliER 

"When are you writing 
your memoirs, Ock?" 

"When I'm dead'" 

The evolution of Rush & Hampshire, Barristers & Solicitors 
Since 1994, Rush & Hampshire has been synonymous with Warrandyte. Geraldine Rush 
(now O'Connell) opened her doors at a farm in Haslams Track, 5th Warrandyte in 1993, 
after practising in Surrey Hills for 13 yem juggling legal work and six children. When 
the children eventually encroached on every work space at the home office, Geraldine 
opened her office at 167 Yarra Street Warrandyte, just downstairs from the current 
office at 163 Yarra StreetWarrandyte. Geraldine Rush soon became Rush & Hampshire, 
Barristers and Solicitors and the practice has grown ever since. In 2006, some local 
residents were amused to read that Geraldine put an advertisement in the Diary, 
announcing that Rush & Hampshire would not be taking any new dients. Some sort of 
reverse advertising? The reason behind this suspension of new work was for Geraldine 
to completely immerse herself in family dispute resolution. Family Dispute Resolution 
(FDR) is a mandated process under the Family Law Act. This has given Geraldine 
invaluable insight and experience into the worid of separating, traumatised families. 

When Geraldine resumed her work in her practice, the essence of the practice Rush 
& Hampshire was provide a service for families In most aspects of legal engagement. 
It's not just a job to be completed, it's a commitment to family and community. 
Whether it be conveyancing, making a Will, selling your business, resolving a civil 
dispute, or a family matter, Rush & Hampshire, Barristers and Solicitors will ensure you 
gain reliable and competent legal advice. 

It's an exciting time for the practice RUSH & HAMPSHIRE as we welcome young local 
lawyer AARON FARR. Aaron embraces the Rush & Hampshire philosophy and brings his 
own community focus to the practice. 

Aaron has gained valuable experience In Not for Profit :aw, Commercial law, Clvil 

Litigation, Family law and also general law in his previous employment and is known to 
provide practical solutions to legal problems where possible. Focusing on the community, 
Aaron spends most of his free time devoted to his volunteer roles as 4" Lieutenant and 
Equipment Manager of South Warrandyte Fire Brigade and as a volunteer Director of 
the Warrandyte Community l!.Jnk. Tliis allows him to not only assist in maintaining the 
safety of the public and the local area by being a part of the l0<al CFA, but also build the 
community by assisting the Bank to donate I money to local causes. As part of his work 
with the Bank Aaron is passionate about assisting the local youth in their quest to find their 
place in the Warrandyte community. 

The RUSH & HAMPSHIRE opening hours will offer availability to provide convenient 
access to legal advice for the Warrandyte community. We understand how hard it is to get 
legal advice when you leave home at 7am and arrive home at 7pm. Both Geraldine and 
Aaron, will be available for appointments after hours and on some Saturday mornings as 
well as expected business hours. 

For those of you who are current clients, you 
know how convenient it is to swing by the office 
and for those of you of the Warrandyte community 
who have not yet met Geraldine & Aaron, we 
wekome you to the firm in the future. 

legal@n1Shandhampshl".com.1u 
telephone 9&44 4646 Ru H & HAMP HIRE 



Volunteers who create the Diary 
e thought it might be a nice idea.to introduce 

ur readers to the people who write, photograph 
and draw our paper each month. Some of us 

ere too shy, but the others supplied a photo, 
ong with a few words of why they contribute to 

,his newspaper. 

JEREMY LOFTIJS-HlllS 
feature writer 
Of the journeys I have taken, and I 
have taken many, one has proved 
especially rewarding. That was 
the journey I have taken into the 
heart of my community. Writing 
or the Wanandyte Diary has taken 
me down this road less travelled, 
through the land, amongst the 
people and events that make this 
place special. 

. have developed a great interest in 
the Australian bush since moving 
here from Oregon in 1979 and like 
to learn about the local plants and 
animals. Writing the nature column 
since 2009, has focused this 
11terest and stops me feeling guilty 
about time spen1 in this pursuit 

MARILYN MOORE 
columnist 
Marilyn Moore - geologist, writer, 
editor, cyclist, photographer, 
pianist, bushwalker and mother 
of two. Back in 1996, Cliff 
Green asked me to write a new 
column for the Diary - "Our 
Place". At the time our young 
family was quite involved with 
the local community, and it 
seemed that somebody from this 
demographic might add a useful 
voice to the paper's content. 
Sixteen years later, I'm somehow 
still here ... 

Al.AN CORNELL 
columnist 
For five and a half years now, 
I've been faithfu lly reporting the 
misadventures of Warrandyte's 
most typical family. They're a 
funny lot, the Trolls, and if they've 
brought a smile or two to fellow 
residents along the way, I'm happy. 
That's why I do it 

You're in safe hands 
PAUL J. GILLING 

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566 

Aj>A 

ROGER KJBELL (and Herself) 
columnist 
Lives are all different but we do share many of the same quir_!o/, human 
characteristics. Each month, therefore, when I write "Kibbled' , I do what 
the word means; I grind my life into little pieces and then select a weird or 
typical bit to share with the rest of Warrandyte. 

PAULWIWAMS 
cartoonist 
Many, many years ago, Cliff 
Green suggested doing a comic 
strip, possibly "Elves under the 
bridge." After some thought, 
"Cyril" emerged instead - partly 
autobiographical, I guess, but also 
a composite of various other locals, 
thus Cyril has gone on month after 
month reminding us of the foibles 
and follies each of us yield. 

STEPHEN REYNOLDS 
photographer 
The Diary gives me the 
opportunity to photographically 
document the events, locations 
and characters that make up the 
fabric of Warrandyte whether 
it be community functions, 
personal ities or major changes 
to our environment. Over the 
near three decades I have been 
capturing Warrandyte images 
(and over ten years for the Diam 
the changes that have taken place 
mean many of those images are 
now records of history. 

VAL POLLEY 
feature writer 
I have been writing opinion pieces 
and feature articles on a regular 
basis since 2006. Many of these 
have a historical context and are 
mostly based around current 
issues and events affecting 
Warrandyte. My inspiration for 
con1ributions comes from many 
sources, sometimes editor Cliff 
Green, sometimes friends and 
often current happenings around 
the town. 

DIARY MINI ADS 
CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings, 
namings and renewals. All areas. 
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone9879 6726. 
www.bruceshand.com.au 

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189. 

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943 
or leave a message on 9722 2592 

HALL HIRE Warrandyte Unit ing 
Church Hall is available for hire 
for community groups, meetings, 
presentat ions, etc. Long term 
use or one-off events. Please 
call Sue Glendenning 9844 3547 
for more details or to book. 

ARTCLASSESstarting inFebruary. 
Children and adults. Call 9840 3440 
for details. 

PIANO FOR SALE Schwechten 
Hof-piano-forte 17482. Made in 
Fabrikant, Berlin. Iron framed, 
walnut finish. In need of some TLC 
and tuning, but has been played by 
the best. $500. Call 98443924after 
hours or leave a message. 

DRAFTING SERVICE .Qualified 
structural, civil and geotechnical 
draftsman, 32 yrs. (Autocad 25yrs). 
Ring Ian 0401050191. 

MOSA IC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024. 

WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest 
way to send your message to the 
Warrandyte community. $5.50for4 
lines, then $1 each additional line, 
prepaid. Phone 9844 0555. 

IMPORTANT! 
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 

Diary email address is now 
info@warrandytediary.com.au 
Sports email address unchanged 

scott@octobergrey.com 

KAREN THROSSELL 
poet 
Why I love The Diary 
I love the way it captures the 
essence of our community: 
images, ideas, events 
(from Football to Follies, from 
~estivals to Friends of the State 
Park ... ) 
I love the way it delves 
into issues that affect our 
community. 
I love the cleverness of our 
writers, Val, Roger, Jeremy, 
Marilyn, Cherie - to name a few. 

CHERIE MOSELEN 
reporter 
Warrandyte is home to many 
talented, kind, environmentally and 
socially conscious people, who 
value living in its bushy surrounds. 
It's inspiring to write for a 
newspaper that celebrates a caring 
community. Most fun: Hanging 
out with a mob of zany, fun-loving 
Festival Committee volunteers so I 
can bring you news of Warrandyte's 
biggest weekend! 

Artiftry in Iron 
Functional products with 
artistic qualities - hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine 

0418 357 282 
NEIL CARTER 

I love the brilliance of our editor 
and his stand against crass 
commercialism. 
I love the way you can read 
things you can't in most other 
papers. 
I love the way it makes us 
appreciate how precious is the 
place in which we live. 
I love the fact that it has a 
monthly poem. 

MICIELLE PINI 
reporter 
I love contributing to the newspaper 
that celebrates Warrandyte: its 
natural environment, characters 
and unrivalled community 
conscience. Reporting on anything 
from the anti-tower saga to 
endangered fish species. I have 
the opportunity to connect with 
the community, plus I get to work 
with accomplished writers, editors, 
photographers and artists-it's a 
privilege. 

grant mcgregor 
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424 
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement SeNlce 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certlfted Practising Accountants 



Warrandyte Community Bank• Branch has contributed more than 
$900,000 to local community groups and not-for-profit 
organisations, like arts, community, emergency and sporting groups 
in the Warrandyte, Wonga Park & Park Orchards communities, 
thanks to U. 
That's because with every savings or investment account, every home or personal 
loan, and every product or service we offer, money goes back into our community. 

You'll benefit from a great range of competitive products and friendly service. But 
you'll also have the satisfaction of knowing our banking is contributing to our 
community. 

So make a difference - to your own banking and your community. 
Drop into your nearest branch at 144 Yarra Street, warrandyte or phone 
9844 2233. 

DO YOU NEED A 
RELIABLE 
PLUMBER 
We arrive on time, 
EVERY TIME! 
REASONS TO CALL US 

Fast and friendly service 
24/7 emergency service 
Local, licensed and insured plumbers 
100% guarantee on work 
Easily book or enquire online 

your job when you 
mention this ad 

Blocked drains 
Leaking pipes 
Hot water services 
Taps and toilets 
Gas fitting 
Split system air conditioners 
All general plumbing 
Sewer connections 

We treat your home as if it were our own 
Family owned business with over 
17 years experience 

We have something for everyone with brands including 

Sass, Fate, Ladakh, Clarity 
IN SIZES 6-18, DRESSES $49-$159 

We also stock industrial furniture and funky art. 
Come in and say hi to Deb and her team. 

P.S. We also have a kids play area and comfy couches! 

Clara Bow 152 Varro Street (near RlveresQUe & Cocoa Moon 
Open: M-f lo--6 Sat & SUn 11-4 
0451 153 763 debra clarabowcom.au 
Like us on Focebook 
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Re.d. t=ox 
RESTAURANT 

Opening this month 
in Warrandytel 

If you would like to be a part of opening a brand 
new restaurant w ith me, p lease send your resume to 

sarahandjames@optusnet.com .au. 

We are looking for wa it staff, cooks, pizza delivery peeps 
and kitchen hands. 

Or c a ll Ja mes, I'm the chef, on 0421083443 
and leave a message. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon. 

James, Head Chef (not the scary type) 
Phone 9844 4073 

RESTAURANT 

fri~ 
IIIWS'1111Ar Villa ge/\Sch oo 1 

hildhood is valued 

ular tours and private tours 9726 4766 

NEXT TOURS: 
12 February 2013 
12 March 2013 

--t ~~J~·~ 

Village School 
9- 13 Holloway Road, Croydon North I villageschool. vic.edu.au 

Celebrate Thai cuisine 
with Vanilla Orchid 
during March ... 
We will be at Federation Square for 
the Thai Culture and Food Festival 
on Sunday 17 March. 

Vanilla Orchid will again join the 
community at the Warrandyte 
Festival on 23 and 24 March 
6ncluding night sessions). 

OPEN 
1i 
Sun m 
Dine I eawa 
Ucensed and BYO u ..... _.. 



The Warrandyte 
Com unity 

is · to 

In two separate surveys 90% of Warrandyte Residents 
voted for a plastic carry bag free Community. 

Start building your habit now 
Bring your own reusable bags when shopping 

SUPA 
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Pottery Expo 
I I 1s on again 

The Pottery Expo, held 
each February on the bank 
of the Yarra River, ill now 
an established part of the 
Warrandyte arts tradition. 

The Expo is again welcom-
ing six French potters, who 
will join with 45 ceramic 
artists from Victoria and 
around Australia. 

"With our French guests 
this year, Expo will take on 
a French accent, with live 
music throughout the week-
end. French cuisine will ft.a.. 
vour the food stalls," Jane 
Annoill, Expo organiser, 
told the Diary. 

On exhibition and avail-
able for sale will be a wide 
variety of high quality 
studio ceramlcs, "from floe 

porcelain, sculpture, gar-
den pieces, functional ware 
and sought-after exhibition 
pieces". 

"There will be opportu-
nities to take part in clay 
activities, watch as master 
potters demonstrate a few 
tricks of the trade, talk to 
ceramic artists and discover 
pottery courses," Ms Annoill 
said. 

The Pottery Exp will be 
happening on the riverbank 
below the bottom of Webb 
Street acrou the weekend 
of Saturday, February 23 
and Sunday, February 24, 
between 10am and 5.30pm. 

• Further detalla from: 
www-potteryexpo.com or 
jane@potteryexpo.com. 

Al fresco in 
Warrandyte 
Warrandyte's eating and drinking 
places are renowned for their 
wonderful outside dining facilities-
sometimes with a view of the river 
So the next time you're hankering 
for some sunshine, fresh air and 
refreshment, try them out; from 
beyond the Bridge to the West End, 
and everything in between. 



Primary school turns 150 
Activities celebrating. the 
150th anniversary of Warran-
dyte Primary School are as 
follows: School tours will be 
run during the week of Febru-
ary 18 to 22. On Monday18 
they will run from 10am to 
11am; Tuesday 19, 11.30am 
to 12.30pm; Wednesday 20, 
10am to I lam; Thursday 21 
on the hour and Friday 22, 
11.30am to 12.30pm. On the 
night of Thursday 21 there 
will be a Family Fun Night 
and Bush Dance hosted by 
Paradiddle from 6.30pm to 
8.30pm. To book for tours 
or for more information call 
9844 3537 or visit www.war-
randyteps.vic.edu.au. 

Pottery 

Book aids needy pets 

Warrandyte 's annual Pottery 
Expo, on the banks of the 
Yarra below Webb Street, 
is on again this month--on 
the weekend of February 
23 and 24. A wide variety of 
fine ceramics will be on sale, 
potters will be working their 
wheels, talking to visitors and 
demonstrating a few tricks of 
the trade. The Expo will be 
open from 1 0am to 5.30pm 
each day. 

Film 

Denise llling (above right} is shown donating a cheque for $1600 to Porscha Juwa of Blue 
Cross from sales of her book, Canine Characters of Warradyte 2012. The book is still on sale 
at Warrandyte Post Office, Fluffy Puppy Pet Supplies, Blue Cross and from Denise herself 
(phone 98441583). 

WarrandyteCAN invites ev-
eryone to a screening of "Bag 
It", a documentary dealing 
with the shocking havoc 
caused by plastic bags-and 
why Warrandyte is moving 
towards becoming plastic 
bag free. Screening at the 
Warrandyte Mechanics Hall 
on Friday, March 1 at 7.30pm. 
Enquiries: 9844 3872. 

Singers 
The '!3ellbird Singers are 
rehearsing each Monday 
night at the Uniting Church 
in Taroona Avenue commenc-
ing at 7.45pm. Join them. No 
auditions required. More 
information from Lise Moran 
on 9844 2553. 

Churches 
Service times for local 
churches each Sunday are 
Anglican (9844 2193) 10am; 
Community (9844 4148) 
10am; Uniting (9844 0674) 
10.15am; Catholic (9876 1509) 
Park Orchards,10.30am and 
Warrandyte, second Sunday 
5pm. For children's and youth 
activities please contact the 
individual churches. 

BMX 
Park Orchards BMX Club 
is hosting a "Come and Try 
Day" on Saturday, Febru-
ary 16 from 9am to 11am. 

~w 

out of the inb~) 
By JUDY GREEN 

Publicise your coming events. 
Items for Out of the lnbox are 
welcome. Include full details of 
date, place and time and post to: 
Warrandyte Diary, PO Box 209, 
Wanandyte Vic 3113; emailed 
to: info@warrandytediary.com. 
au; or left in the mail box at St 
Stephen's Anglican Church, 5-7 
Stiggant Street, Wanandyte. 

Registration will be open at 
8.45am. Children can learn the 
basics of BMX racing (now an 
Olympic sport) in a safe and 
supportive environment. This 
is a free clinic. All participants 
will receive a show bag. For 
further information go to 
www.popbmx.com.au or just 
turn up on the day at Stintons 
Reserve, Park Orchards. 

Watch 
The next area meeting of War-
randyte Neighbourhood Watch 
will take place at the Warran-
dyte Police Station on Tues-
day, February 12 at 7.30pm. 

Carols 
Warrandyte's annual Christ-
mas Carols held in December 
at Stiggants Reserve, was a 

great success with around 
$1200 being raised for the 
Christmas Bowl Appeal. The 
Warrandyte and Park Or-
chards churches wish to 
thank the community for their 
support. 

Playgroup 
A new playgroup has been 
formed in North Warrandyte. 
Children from 1-5 years are in-
vited to come and play and ex-
perience listen-and-learn ses-
sions. It will start on February 
20 with a welcome morning 
tea from 10.30am to 12noon. 
Thereafter sessions includ-
ing music and craft will run 
weekly on Wednesday morn-
ings from 10am to I 2noon. 
For more information please 
email Jillian , Di and Anna 
on nwplaygroup@gmail.com 

Pancakes 
Warrandyte Uniting Church 
will hold a pancake stall out-
side Warrandyte IGA on Sat-
urday, February 16. Money 
raised will go to the Uniting 
Church Share Appeal to help 
needy families. 

Lifestyle 
As part or Manningham coun-
cil's Healthy Lifestyle Week 
the Bhava Yoga and Dance 
Centre is hosting an event-
" Journey to Inner Peace". You 

SOMEWHERE IN WARRANDYTE... By ROBERT BLACK 

WAAAIT A MINIJTE=---
YOIJ,RE: NOT AN OWL-! 

PAMN YOIJ INT6RN6T1 

WHOO 

can enjoy some down time 
with gentle yoga, relaxation 
and meditation in their centre 
at Sa West End Road , War-
randyte on Saturday, March 
2 from 1 pm to 2.30pm. No ex-
perience is necessary. Book-
ing is essential as places are 
limited. Call Wendy on 9844 
1128 or 0416 265 914 or email 
bhavacentre@gmail.com For 
other Healthy Lifestyle Week 
activities go to www.manning-
ham.vic.gov.au. 

Locking 
Neighbourhood Watch 's re-
cent newsletter alerts read-
ers that locking your car by 
pressing a button may be 
risky. Your radio signal can be 
received and stored by nearby 
villains , allowing them to ac-
cess your car after you have 
left the scene. It is safer to lock 
with your key. 

Bands 
Warrandyte RSL's monthly 
Bands By The Bridge live 
music program kicks off on 
Sunday, February 17 from 
4.30 to 8pm. Local talent and 
the Tropical Lounge-bass , 
uklele , piano , guitar. Band 
bucket donation. Enquiries: 
9844 3567. RSL Clubrooms, 
113 Brackenbury Street (near 
Mitchell Avenue). 

Need to know 
This page is provided to pub-
licise community events. En-
sure you tell us : what it is; 
when it is; where it is; is there 
a cost? Include a phone num-
ber for enquiries. 

artyfacts __,' 
Prize 
Montsalvat in Eltham, in 
partnership with Nillumbik 
council, run the Nillumbik 
Art Prize each year. Entries 
open on February 25 and 
close on April 19 . Short-
listed works will be exhib-
ited in the Barn Gallery at 
Montsalvat from June 13 to 
August 26 with the winner 
announced at the open-
ing. The winner receives 
$5000 with two commenda-
tion prizes of $500 each. 
Any enquiries please call 
Jeannette on 9439 7712, 
email jeannette@montsalvat. 
com .au, or visit www 
montsalvat.com.au. 

Rainbow 
Secretarial Service 
Want it done ... need it now! 

Onsite and offsite services provided for short- or long-term 
at very competitive prices 

Sally Eastaugh 
Phone: 0403-589-958 

TOM KERKHOF 
TtltVISION 
Servicing the area for 40 years 

jer,,;/a /2; 
Televisions, Stereo Systems 
DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves 

Digital Set Top Box Systems 
Installed, etc. 

Phone 9844 3970 
Mobile 0408 175 274 
27 Mitchell Ave Warrandyte 

Call Nick 
0419 355 905 

Extensions, Renovations, 
Decks, Pergolas 

and Maintenance 

HIA Member for 
~- .,., over 20 years 

s 
BEAUTIFUL PO&f 

"Shout Yourself to a Ho y" 
APARTMENT - POOL - RESORT 

2 bedroom fully self contained 
2 min walk to famous 4 mile 

beach, short walk to 
Macrossan Street shops and 

world class restaurants. 

CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY: 
0409 359 240 

Injured 
wildlife? 
CALL: 
Help for Wildlife 
0417 380687 

Email: seastaug @bigpond.com 

KD's Garden 
orks 

lawn mowing 
weeding 
mulch 

tall grass slashed 
pruning 

clean ups 
small landscapes 

general household maintenance 
guttering 

Phone mary 0421 967 933 
or kosta 0434 994 729 

bradley curtis 
::I~ =tfi i ilt4 

• Domestic 
• Commercial 
• Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

Dr Stuart Turner 1s.v.5c.1 
&Assodate.s 

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & 
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte 

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071 
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAYS--4 SUNDAY 10-12 

WARRANDYTE 
••GLASS•• 

All types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

SHAPES 
BOBCAT & 
EXCAVATOR 

PHONE 9844 2117 
0410402046 



Licensed Roof Plumbers 

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks 
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks 
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation 

9844 3619-0411267490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com .au 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS 
CALL BRIONY ON 9844 0555 

t arthpeople 
I 

Garden & Property Maintenance 
Small Renovations 
General Handyman 

Concreting, Paving & 
Landscaping 

BILL CONNOLLY 
9879 9843 

0449 904 060 
earthpeople@bigpond.com 

DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS 

WARRANDYTE 
WARDROBES 

Specialising in inbuilt 
wardrobes and carpentry 

More than 20 years 
experience 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
PHONE ARTHUR ON 

0412 55 05 85 

1Je6utante & 1 orma[ (jown.s 
• Gowns - Brand new or custom made to your design 
• Including free professional fittings and alterations 
• All types of clothing alterations and repairs - including 

business suits, jeans, pants, dresses and formal wear 
• 3o+ years qualified and certified experience 

337 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD RD PHONE 0419 158 144 or 9844 1905 
MON & FRI: 10.30om-4.20pm IVERS }< TUE, WED & THU: 10om--4.20pm SAT: 10om-4pm 

EMAI L: riversclothingolterotions@hotmoil.com 

WARRANDY TE 
EXTE S~ONS 

Renovations • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Phone Andrew on 9844 0068 or 0411114 012 

1o· oco r JC I >Nor,..,.,on ~,p w· Over 30 Years Trade Exper,ence. 
www.warrondyteextensions.com.ou 

Reg istered Bu,ld, ng Proct,o ne r HIA Member • DB U 22829 

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS 

gl} Ill • 
Etonomical Repairs to: 

TVs, DVDs, Hi- Fi, Compute rs, Telephones, 
Eledronic Equipment, Appliances 

Computers: Laptops & Desktops 
Repairs, Advice, Cleanu p 
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi 
Broodbond Installation 

Telephones: 
Moves, New Botteries 
Extra Phone Sockets 
ACA Licensed Cobler 

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360 

When dogs crash in where 
husbands fear to tread ... 

HEN asked 
t o mak e an 
assessment 
between " the 
good husband" 

and senile dementia, I'd prob-
ably have to plump for the 
latter. Whichever it was, the 
decision was set in concrete 
the minute the suggestion left 
my mouth. 

"If you' re sure you don' t 
mind, then yes, I will go. I'll 
r ing Joan immediately!" 

Herself had been angling for 
a long time to go on a Murray 
River boat holiday but we had 
been putting it off "until we 
get old". Our Probus club had 
even organised the very tour 
but we had decided that 2012 
was not yet the year for us to 
join in. However, when one of 
our friends had to pull out of 
the tr ip at the last moment, 
my ageing and slightly befud-
dled husband fairy whispered 
in my ear, "Why don't you ask 
Herself if she wants to go on 
the tour?" 

Now every man knows what 
a "directive question" is. It's 
the seemingly innocuous , 
"Would you like to help me 
wi th the ... " type of question. 
It's really a command swathed 
in deceptively conciliatory 
clothing. It would be either a 
brave or a stupid man who re-
plies in the negative. Similarly, 
the "Are you sure you don' t 
mind?" question is much the 
same. To admit to a lapse in 
male concentration is not on 
so all that's left for you is the 
little shoulder shrug, a smile 
and a load of Brownie points. 

When you 've made a deci-
sion like that, it's a case of " in 
for a penny, in for a pound", 

"Herself had 
been angling for 
a long time to go 
on a Murray Riv-
er boat holiday 
but we had been 
putting if off un-
til we get old ... " 

however, in this case it was 
more like a few guineas. 

Be that as it may, I decided 
that the week without Herself 
in the house would provide 
the perfect opportunity to 
recoat our wooden floors. 

Herself is highly allergic to 
paint and chemical odours so 
it's usually a juggling match 
between me getting the job 
done and her gagging. With a 
week of good warm weather 
to accomplish the recoat, life 
was looking good. 

But have I mentioned yet 
that we have a dog and the 
floor needs to be recoated 
with Tung oil? 

We live in a "compact" house, 
which means there are not a 
lot of external doors. Into this 
equation add the fact that one 
of the major rooms that needs 
recoating also has the doggie 
door and Mutt, quite reason-
ably assumes that when he 
needs to go outside, this is the 
room he traverses. 

That is until I erected the 
great Wall of Deterrence. My 
thinking was that all I had to 
do was re-educate Mutt that 
he was to go down the hall 
to the farthest room in the 
house, where fortunately, 
there is an external door. 

Not a shoddy plan I thought. 
On the tin it says that the Tung 
Oil coating would be touch 
dry in two hours and able to 
be recoated in 24, so all I had 
to do was make sure that Mutt 
had wee breaks until the floor 
was dog walkable. 

I put it down to eagerness 
and a blind belief in the in-
structions on the tin that led 
me, at the same time as I re-
coated the doggie door room, 
to recoat the linking corridor, 
you know, the one that Mutt 
had to use to get to the only 
other external door. 

The first intimation that in-
formation on tins might need 
more careful interpreting 

was when, after two hours, 
I bobbed down to test the 
touch dryness of the floor, 
only to find that my finger 
came away smeared with the 
oil, that by rights, should have 
been drying in preparation for 
a recoat the following day. 

I reread the information on 
the tin. The gist is that the two 
hours is based on a 25 degree 
temperature and a humidity of 
50 per cent. If the conditions 
are different so too will be the 
drying time. 

I looked outside. It was hot-
tish, not raining and yet the 
bloody coating would not "go 
off" . Never mind. This was 
only three hours into day one 
and I still had another six days 
to complete the job. Well not 
six exactly as I had some other 
jobs to do on two of those 
days and the weather forecast 
was not brilliant for the later 
part of the week. 

I put on the reverse cycle 
air conditioner and turned 
it to WARM, hoping to fool 
the Tung Oil that it really 
was almost tropical. By 4pm, 
with the Gippsland genera-
tors chewing up more fossil 
fuel than I cared to consider, 
I retired to the bedroom to 
read whilst my floors decided 
whether they were going to 
cooperate or not. 

I was just pondering that 
Herself would almost be at 
Murray Bridge when I heard 
the doggie door. 

Obviously Mutt doesn't like 
change. You can see that 
by the skid marks where he 
jumped the defence wall and 
his paw prints in the oil. 

ROGER KIBELL 

Everyone in Warrandyte 
reads the Diary 
For local advertising that worlrs call Brlony on 9844 0555 



Searching summer's groves 
1T HE summer drought 

has frustrated my 
search for subjects 
for macro photogra-
phy in the local area. 

The lack of rain means a poor 
flowering of many trees and 
shrubs that would otherwise 
attract the beetles , native 
bees and other insects I love 
to pursue. 

A walk at Rifle Range and 
Fourth Hill yielded the de-
pendable blooms of the lovely 
pink hyacinth orchid growing 
to about knee height. Photos 
revealed their delicate pink 
spots and the pale pink hairs 
on the striped lip. With little 
insect life attending, I decided 
to move on. 

Along the roadways I found 
some profusely blooming 
sweet bursaria. Some were 
too tall, others too close to 
traffic. Finally we located one 
that was bent to the ground 
by a fallen tree. This one was 
alive, but mostly with honey 
bees. A closer look yielded 
only a few micromoths, some 
plague beetles and a few indi-
viduals of a common native 
bee whose scientific name 
Leioproctus, means "shiny 
rear" . The names are much 
easier to remember when I've 
learned what they mean. 

Success came rather unex-
pectedly while checking out 
a children's playground for its 
grandkid entertainment po-
tential. There, in the middle of 
a mown area, a rusty-barked 
gum tree stood about 30 
feet tall, covered in glorious 
creamy blooms. Best of all , 
the blossoms extended nearly 
down to the ground, well 
within reach of my camera. I 
suspected it was not a local 
species. Once close enough to 
see the range of tiny insects 
moving about from flower to 
flower, I didn't care that this 
was not an indigenous plant. 
Except for the honey bees, 
the large majority of insects 

An Angophora or apple gum with two of the native bees it hosted. 
(Pictures by Linda Rogan and Peter Rogan) 

nature _,,,,.' 
By LINDA ROGAN 
were locals. 

Peter took sufficient photos 
of the tree for later identifica-
tion, while I photographed 
its inhabitants with the same 
goal. The cup-like buds, were 
ribbed, but most importantly 
they lacked the cap or oper-
culum that is normally associ-
ated with a Eucalypt. 

I wanted to find out as much 
as possible about this tree 
as well as try to identify any 
insects I photographed. A bit 
of surfing the net and a good 
look at my Costerman 's Native 
Trees and Shrubs of South-
eastern Australia revealed 
that this tree was a species 
of Angophora, (Angophora 

means jar-bearing) likely the 
smooth-barked apple. They 
are close relatives of Euca-
lypts and Corymbia (such 
as the Lemon-scented Gum). 
At least one species of An-
gophora, the rough-barked 
apple, grows in Victoria near 
Mallacoota. 

Apple gums are very adapt-
able plants often found in 
parks and gardens around 
the Melbourne area. All the 
species of Apple gum are 
confined to the eastern coast 
of Australia and like Eucalpyts 
they belong to the Myrtaceae 
or myrtle family. A check into 
the Encyclopaedia of Austra-
lian Plants revealed that these 
trees adapt well to cultivation. 
Since they propagate well 
from seed, it may be wise not 
to plant them near areas of 
natural bushland. 

The foliage is useful for 

animals in times of drought 
and the roots were used by 
Aborigines as a source of wa-
ter. It is also drought tolerant, 
perhaps due to its deep and 
vigorous root system. This 
root system also means that 
this tree should not be planted 
closer than four metres from 
any drainage system, accord-
ing to Yarra Valley Water. 

Of greatest interest to me is 
the range of creatures I was 
able to photograph. Beetles in-
cluded colourful long-homed, 
spiny-legged flower scarabs 
and spotted pintails . Bibio 
flies with plump orange fe-
males and skinny black males 
were mating and best of all at 
least five species of native bee 
ranging from two-thirds honey 
bee size down to the truly 
minute thick-headed bee seen 
in the photo. A good tree for 
an insect lady to know. 

When filing from the firefront 
IE LEVEN pm, Thurs-

day night, Great Al-
pine Road. Clouds of 
dull smoke, underlit 
by an eerie glow, bil-

l ow into smoky blackness 
from numerous spurs along 
the Razorback. Flickering 
tongues of orange fire outline 
a succession of silhouetted 
ridges. This fire is ominously 
gaining momentum. 

It all began several days 
ago when lightning struck 
Feathertop's North-West Spur. 
Little could be done to stop 
the progress of the fire in such 
inaccessibly rugged country. 

Although it had been very 
hot, conditions had not been 
overly windy, and the fire had 
mostly crept along through 
the understorey, overshad-
owed by a huge pyrocumulus 
cloudstack. Plenty of smoke 
but little panic. 

Farmers and other residents 
in the upper Ovens Valley 
had had a couple of days to 
fill tanks, test pumps, prime 
4WD fire-fighting vehicles 
and make sure all farm and 
bush access tracks were clear 
before a forecast dangerous 
shift in the weather. 

By this afternoon, fire plans 
had swung into action and 
the anxiety level became 
palpable. Most traffic was 

fire-related : farm utes and 
emergency vehicles , some 
urgently zipping in and out of 
rough tracks, others belting 
up and down the main road. 

Anybody who was going 
to evacuate had probably 
already done so; the road 
would close at 6pm. In the 
meantime, a few curious cy-
clists spun along the route 
to Harrietville; the area was 
otherwise deserted by the 
general populace. 

Harrietville's delectable cof-
fee shop provided an incon-
gruous element of normality: 
the famed berry muffins were 
no less inviting than usual, 
and there was a good crop of 
customers. The busker, too, 
was in his usual place, guitar 
case open for offerings of 
loose change. His folksy bal-
lads reflected nothing of the 
danger looming on the ridge 
above. Customers could take 
their minds off the advanc-
ing fires for a while if they so 
chose. 

But of course nobody did 
that for a moment. A mug of 
good strong coffee never goes 
astray, however, and people 
still had to eat. Locals greeted 
locals, everybody seemed to 
know everybody else's plans, 
and some were fielding phone 
calls from anxious friends and 

our place _,,) 
By MARILYN MOORE 

relatives . As a community, 
they seemed as prepared as 
they possibly could have 
been. 

Importantly, most people 
seemed to have a good in-
dependent supply of wa-
ter-dams, the Ovens River, 
bore water, tanks , and large 
portable tanks on the backs 
of farm utes-and were well-
equipped with heavy-duty 
pumps and fire hoses . No 
panic, but plenty of good solid 
preparation. 

So now everybody waits 
and watches the progress of 
this quietly raging fiery men-
ace. It's moving away from 
our location, but with strong 
gusty winds forecast to get up 
overnight, residents further 
upstream aren't expecting 
much sleep. 

Eight o'clock, Saturday 
morning. Yesterday's forecast 
of destructive winds was a bit 
of a fizzer, fortunately, and the 
valley has breathed a huge 
collective sigh of relief. An-
other gusty wind change late 
last night brought a stream of 

cool air (very welcome) and 
another heavy pall of smoke 
(less-than-welcome) as the 
fires turned yet again. 

But immediate concerns 
are allayed. A cracker of a 
thunderstorm brought heavy 
showers at first light today 
and continued for several 
hours. The sky remains an 
eerie brown, still streaked 
in the east with the remnant 
golden tongues of sunrise , 
and the smell of woodsmoke 
hangs thick in the air. A pair of 
gang gang cockatoos outside 
our open front door make 
loudly creaky comments as 
they bumble around in a large 
tree looking for seeds; a whole 
flock is making a restless 
racket up the hill behind us. 
Life is quickly returning to 
normal. 

Meanwhile, somebody down 
in Bright is trying to run a na-
tional cycling event involving 
thousands of people. Rides 
have been cancelled. re-rout-
ed, re-scheduled ... now with 
the likelihood of a crowded 
(and possibly wet) course 
tomorrow, the dangers are sig-
nificantly different from those 
anticipated two day ago. 

Right now a fiery sun is be-
ginning to pierce the smoke 
haze-and who knows what 
tomorrow will bring? 

:« FIRE NUMBERS FIRE AND EMERGENCY: 000 

CFA 
CFA Regional I Warrandyte I North Warrandyte I South Warrandyte 
Headquarters CFA CFA CFA 

87391300 9844 3375 9844 0847 9844 2861 
VICTORIAN IIUSHFIR. INFORMATION UNe: 1800 :HO 887 

Wonga Park 
CFA 

97221463 

Marcus 
Clifton 
0412139 420 
Fax: 9844 3706 
20 years experience 
in the area 

Painter~ 
Decorator 

sir excavations 
EXCAVATOR - BOBCAT - TIPPER 

All typeS of faca, ations. Driveways, Swimming Pools. Roe placemenL 
4.5 tonne E.~cavator. Hammer, Auger 

Rock grab. I Om3 Tipper. 

LOCAL, HONEST and R£LlABLE 

0417 006 769 or 9844 0482 
seanramak@yahoo.com.au 

DIARY ADVERTISING DEADLINE 
COPY CLOSES 

LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

Prin & Copy Centre 
r ;,,iiiessiona,-----,. 
: Business Cards : 
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Alert Message 
February 7, 2009 

Dense inside heat, mounting radio tension. 
Learning a new language-"Ember attacks "Alert messages": 
The residents of the following towns are advised that due to increased 

fire activity in their area they should activate their fire plans 
immediately and remain on full alert: 

Labertouche, Robin Hood, Acheron .. . 

CFA CHECKLIST 
Rre plan to stay and defend: 
Clean gutters, fill water barrels, check fire pump, rake leaves, 
Rake again. 
Uneasy quiet, whirr of fan and anxious murmur of John Fane on 77 4. 
Wander; touching things. Stop, they're just things. 
The residents of the following towns ... 
Churchill, Callignee, Jeeralang .. . 

CFA CHECKLIST 
Check batteries for torches, spare radio. 
Shaking fingers can 't get plus and minus right... 
Raking, raking. 
Sweat streams from me when I move from the fan. 
Water indoor plants-Maiden Hair shrivelling just from the heat of glass. 
Carefully remove tiny burnt fronds. 
.. . that due to increased fire activity in their area they should activate 

their fire plans immediately and remain on full alert: 
Kilmore, Wandong Beech worth .. . 

CFA CHECKLIST 
Buckets in every room, towels for doorways 
Woollen blankets handy. Don 't fill bath yet, 
No sense wasting water. 
Laying out patchwork in semi-darkness, keeps me from pacing. 
Making a quilt from heirloom fabrics, mum's old curtains, dresses. 
Keep each piece in tissue paper. Have to treat them really carefully 
Or they come apart in your fingers. 
The residents of the towns are advised that due to increased fire 

activity .. . 
Labertouche, Gindivic, Robin Hood, Acheron, Churchill, Callignee, 

Jeeralang ... 

CFA CHECKLIST 
Poke head out door; check for smoke and embers-
Oven blast of searing air; plants reeling in white heat. 
Can't smell smoke-definitely no embers. 
Stack dishes. Feel rough and smooth of handmade pots. Favourite 

crysta/-
(Dad's old whisky glass, mine now, but so him.) 
Tuscan jug smuggled in as hand luggage. Touch it wisfully, stroking, 

stroking. 
Sternly replace it. Just a thing. 
... due to increased fire activity in their area and possibility of ember 

attack ... 
Labertouch, Gindivic, Robin Hood, Acheron, Churchilll, Callignee, 

Jeeralang, Kil more, Wondong, Beechworth .. . 

CFA CHECKLIST 
Check our fire clothes: boots, overall, new gloves and goggles, masks. 

Can 't find hats that aren't straw ... ) 
Sarong and bare feet for now-won't take long to change. 
... remain on full alert. 
Open the door again. Bliss! 
Wind blast switched off. Heat there but bearable. 
Fling open windows, doors, let the cats out, pour a drink. 
Cool change--24 tomorrow. It's all over! 
Then I turn on the TV news. 
Marysville, Strathewen, Flowerdale, King lake, St Andrews ... 

KAREN THROSSELL 



Our river: How lucky we are! 
By VAL POLLEY 

ill) 0 we take our river 
for granted? Watching 
visitors and residents 
splashing in the rapids 
at Pound Bend Tunnel, 

on a recent hot sunny summer 
afternoon, brought home just how 
lovely our river is in the summer 
and what an integral part it plays 
in our summer lives. Living as I do 
in a house that overlooks the river 
means seeing it every day in all its 
moods. 

I grew up with a very different 
river. The River Deben winds its lei-
surely, reed-fringed course through 
water meadows past flat, idyllic 
Suffolk countryside. 

I learnt to swim in it, accidentally 
at first by falling in at a family pic-
nic-managing to flounder to the 
bank, later with school swimming 
lessons in the same deep pool. I 
fished for sticklebacks, watched 
swans and other waterbirds nest 
and produce young, saw the river 
in high flood and at low ebb. 

Just downstream where the river 
widens into a tidal estuary was the 
discovery of the Anglo Saxon Sut-
ton Hoo burial mounds with buried 
ship and wonderful treasure (now 
displayed in the British Museum). 
This site of archeological and his-
torical significance was close to my 
primary school and my interest in 
history was no doubt sparked by 
the enthusiasm of my teacher in 
this amazing discovery so close to 
home. 

The nearby mediaeval market 

town of Woodbridge is a boat build-
ing centre with a wonderful 800 
year-old Tide Mill and it was here 
I learnt to row a dinghy, crossed 
on the ferry, swam in the river at 
high tide and watched the annual 
regatta with the greasy pole event 
causing the greatest laughter. 

My husband also grew up with a 
Suffolk river but his was the River 
Stour, the river beloved by English 
romantic painter John Constable. 
His home village where he grew up 
was therefore the source of some 
of the most iconic paintings of the 
English countryside. He scuba-
dived the mill pool , saw a pike, 
fished, rowed the river and also 
sailed the estuary where the red-
sailed Thames barges plied their 
trade. 

It's perhaps therefore not surpris-
ing that we ended living in houses 
overlooking a river, albeit a very 
different river in a very different 
country, and a place where we 
have remained for over four de-
cades. 

That river, the Yarra, however 
soon became a central part of our 
(and our friends and neighbours') 
summer lives. Our children played 
in the shallows, canoes were built 
that ferried us to wonderful picnic 
spots that seemed so remote from 
city life. Some fished, some smoked 
eels while others swam, picnicked 
and enjoyed each other's company. 

We watched platypus, water rats 
and snakes swimming. We would 
drift along admiring the stillness 
of the bush, the bird life and the 

movement of the water. Once we 
watched the river flood across the 
river flats at Glynn's farm, another 
time it dropped to low enough lev-
els for us to sit on camp chairs in-
side the tunnel to escape the heat. 
The river has provided an ongoing 
focus for our summer entertain-
ment and one that continues today. 

Our activities could be said to 
follow on from a long tradition of 
fun on the river. In the early days 
as the number of weekend visitors 
to Warrandyte increased, so did 
the numbers swimming, fishing and 
enjoying the river. Alas, so too did 
the number of drownings and it 
may well have been in response to 
these that the school started con-
ducting swimming lessons in the 
Yarra from the early 1900s. These 
proved extremely successful. 

The Royal Humane Society 
regularly presented Warrandyte 
children with life saving medals 
and certificates and reports in the 
1930s stated quite confidently that 
there was "not a child in the school 
who could not swim". The school 
regularly won the swimming shield 
at the annual schools swimming 
carnival , winning the Gould Shield 
two years in a row in 1939 and 1940. 

Summer of 1926 saw a river fes-
tival with canoe races , swimming 
and diving competition; 1927 had 
reports of good catches from an-
glers. The Warrandyte Swimming 
Club was formed and a river carni-
val held in 1930 that became part 
of the "Back to Warrandyte" fes-
tivities planned by the Warrandyte 

Women's Auxiliary. 
The swimming pool Oocated in 

the river somewhere opposite the 
hotel, above the coffer dam and 
behind Moore's store) had been 
de-snagged and improved and 
dressing sheds built. These were 
opened by Mr Everard MLA for the 
district. The reports were very fa-
vourable about the size of the pool, 
the quality of the water and the 
entertainment by the participants. 
Canoe events were added to the 
subsequent New Years Day aquatic 
festivals, though the 1934 flood had 
a detrimental effect on proceed-
ings in 1935, having caused much 
damage. Koornong School in North 
Warrandyte advertised swimming 
in the Yarra as one of the attrac-
tions for its school in the 1940s. 

The main river frontage reserve 
gained a committee of management 
in 1925 in response to pressure for 
better facilities and conveniences, 
the latter being built in 1929. The 
township attracted huge numbers 
of visitors especially in the spring 
when the wattle was out and one 
role of the committee was to man-
age vandalism and prevent wattles 
being ruined. 

This management continued 
in the post-war years with ever 
increasing numbers of visitors to 
Warrandyte to swim and picnic as 
well as visit various artists ' galler-
ies and studios. Warrandyte resi-
dents too enjoyed their swimming. 
Warrandyte was always a social 
place and swimming parties were 
quite common. 

Pound Bend Reserve also at-
tracted large numbers of visitors 
who came to enJoy the beauty of 
the bushland surrounds so close 
to the city. On weekends in the 
1960s it was not uncommon to find 
rows and rows of cars lined up 
along the bank close to the water 
with many swimmers in the river 
below. A small fee was collected by 
the Committee of Management to 
fund a toilet block, but this did not 
eventuate until after Pound Bend 
Reserve was incorporated into the 
Warrandyte State Park in the I970s 

Today the exit of the Pound Bend 
tunnel remains an attraction to visi-
tors from near and afar. The shal-
low pools provide respite for small 
children and the gushing water fun 
for older children. Swimmers can 
wade in from the sloping bank to 
swim the deeper water of the main 
river and on a hot summer after-
noon it is a delightful place to while 
away a few hours in pleasant shade 
and surroundings. 

Canoeists still enjoy the Yarra, 
and canoe clubs hold events on 
the water in all seasons. Anglers 
fish the deeper pools and platypus 
and waterbirds are often seen. How 
privileged are we residents to have 
such a wonderful treasure that 
gives so much summer pleasure 
right on our own doorstep. Let us 
treat it well so it can be enjoyed by 
future generations in the same way. 

Photos of river activities over the 
decades courtesy of Warrandyte 
Historical Society. 
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Former 
Blood rings 
a Bell 

New blood: Josh Eyre, Grant Klemm, Kyte Speers, Duncan Large (new WarTandyte Football Club president), David Higgins and Jason Scott. 

WITH the Bloods undergoing a 
big shift lo the off-.eason to re-
store a strong community Involve-
ment at the club, the committee 
and players are thrilled to see the 
return of a familiar face, Stephen 
Bell, who is keen to do bis bit. 

Bloods are pumping Bell, a former commercial man-
ager at Richmond Football Club 
and current commercial manager 
at Moonee Valley Racing, bas 
returned with a plan "to help the 
Warrandyte footy club get back to 
its former glory". 

The former Bloods player and 
captain of Warrandyte's cricket 
team bas bis sights set on aiding 
the club's revival lo bis new role 
on the committee to raise money 
and generally "help get that wln-
nlnsr culture back", among other 
dutfes. "I'm extremely passionate 
about Warrandyte and firmly 
believe that even though so much 
bas changed, 2013 is not an 'lo-be-
tween' year for the club, but more 
of a first step lo a rebullding stage 
that will see the Bloods back to 
where they belong lo the higher 
divisions," be says. 

By MICHAEL DI PETTA and 
SCOTT PODMORE 
EXPECTATIO S are running high 
ahead of season 2013 as Warrandyte 
Football Club takes the first step in 
a rebuilding stage designed to make 
the club more successful both on 
and off the field. 

The Bloods have begun a trans-
formation phase that includes the 
appointment of a new president, 
construction of new facilities, the 
return of past players , and recruit-
ment of outside talent with the fo-
cus on becoming more community 
based and establishing a winning 
club cul ture. 

New president Duncan Large says 
all involved with the club are excited 
about the changes and will head 
into the 201 3 season with belief and 
determination "and a typical Bloods 
fighting spirit". 

Crucial to the changes was the be-
lief that with a new direction Warran-

dyte could bring back winning ways 
and recapture success. Taking over 
from Phil Treeby after nine years in 
charge, Large, a former Hawthorn 
Football Club and Australian Weight-
lifting team trainer, is "up for the 
challenge". A passionate local look-
ing to give back to his community, 
his goal is to revitalise the club, and 
in the short term aims to bring War-
randyte back into Division Two. 

Despite little experience in the 
role, the Bloods' committee believes 
Large's goal is realistic and achiev-
able if everyone gets behind him. 
Club morale is already high with the 
announcement new facilities are to 
be built by the start of 2014 - a big 
win for both players and spectators 
in coming seasons. 

The Bloods have a handful of 
new players to aid in their mission 
for success, including the return of 
some familiar faces and the arrival of 
promising players from other clubs. 

QUINTOWIMlll-
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Premiership winner Josh Eyre re-
turns after serving time in the army 
in Afghanistan and David Higgins, 
who has played on and off over the 
past few years. Newcomers from 
other clubs include Grant Klemm 
from Montmorency, Jason Scott from 
East Burwood and Kyle Speers from 
Coldstream. 

Young talent breaking into the side 
includes former Warrandyte Colts 
Daniel and Ryan Tester. All the new 
faces ensure coach John O'Brien will 
have all the tools he needs to build a 
competitive and exciting side for the 
season ahead. 

As well as changes to the club per-
sonnel, a major focus of President 
Large and the committee is to change 
the personality of the club, with a 
goal of making the Bloods a more 
community-based side. 

"With suburban football becoming 
more competitive by the year, many 
sides have lost touch with the com-

munity aspect of local football , but 
Duncan and those involved with the 
Bloods are taking steps to make sure 
this is not the case in Warrandyte," 
new club committeeman Stephen 
Bell says. 

"One of Duncan's' major focuses is 
to make the club more family friendly 
and community oriented, so that 
locals of Warrandyte will take notice 
and get behind the footy club. With 
members and sponsors gaining free 
entry to home games, Duncan and 
the committee hope that the Bloods 
can build up support and create a 
family atmosphere "that all of War-
randyte can be proud of." 

The general feeling around the 
club is that the future looks bright 
for Warrandyte, and captain Tom 
Naughtin says there is "definitely an 
air of excitement" around the club 
as the Bloods look to take a different 
direction and positive approach into 
season 2013. 

As a father, Bell shares the ex-
citement of many in the way the 
club is trying to become more 
family oriented, and says this is 
an opportunity to make Warran-
dyte a team that is able to build 
up from its young players and 
lure other talent by the Bloods 
becoming "a tight-knit footballing 
family". 

Netball shooting 
for new goals 
WARRANDYTE netball returns 
after a season president Sue 
Rodwell describes as "a very 
successful 2012", with almost 
half the club's teams making it 
to at least semi finals . 

Of those teams , six made it 
to the grand final and three 
finished up with the premier-
ship title. 

"We estimate to have about 
23 teams (210 players) for 
the 20 13 winter season at this 
stage," Rodwell told the Diary. 
"We have players as young as 
seven, with our oldest being 
over 40." 

While Warrandyte's netball 
fraternity prepares for a big 
year, much was publicised 
at the end of last year over 
Manningham Council 's di-
lemma with regards to the 
Templestowe netball courts 
where the possible sale of 
the land means many clubs, 
including Warrandyte, are 
uncertain of where future 
competition will be held. 

Council has a 10-year plan 
that includes relocating the 
courts at some stage if it 
chooses to sell the land at 
Templestowe. It needs to pro-
vide the clubs with sufficient 
courts to continue the Don-
caster Netball Association. 

So, while there is uncer-
tainty about the Templestowe 
courts, there are no doubts 
about the excitement sur-
rounding the new clubhouse 
being built at Warrandyte 
Reserve in early 2014. 

"The netball club is extreme-
1 y excited about the club-
house being built," Rodwell 

says . "We can't wait to see 
the demolition begin. This 
is the result of many people 
who have worked tirelessly 
over the past seven or eight 
years. 

"On behalf of the netball 
club it would not have been 
possible without David Dya-
son, Lance Ward and Carey 
Nichol. Of course, the funding 
we received with the help of 
our local member Ryan Smith 
to which Manningham Council 
then matched, and of course 
the Warrandyte Community 
Bank, were also vital and im-
portant contributions. 

"This is not only going to 
benefit the Warrandyte Net-
ball Club, Warrandyte Junior 
Football Club, Warrandyte 

Senior Football Club and the 
Warrandyte Cricket Club, 
but also the community as a 
whole. For us as a netball club 
it will mean that we will be 
able to hold Family Nights and 
club events at the clubhouse. 
It's exciting." 

Netball training starts for 
the Winter season next week 
and finishes in August. Then 
the Spring season starts in 
September and finishes in the 
first week of December. 

Warrandyte Netball's train-
ing sessions are: U9s - Monday 
nights from 4pm to 5pm; Ul Is 
-Thursday nights from 4pm to 
5pm; Ul3s - Wednesday nights 
from 4.30pm to 5.30pm; UlSs 
- Tuesday nights from 4.30pm 
to 5.30pm. 



irds lonely at the top 
By RYAN HOIBERG 
WARRANDYTE'S senior cricket 
teams are facing some rare time off in 
March with only the Third XI battling 
for a finals berth. 

Warrandyte Firsts are likely to avoid 
relegation thanks to an important 
victory in a one-day match against 
fellow cellar dwellers Eastfield. 

Warrandyte had to bounce back 
after a disappointing result against 
Templeton. The Bloods were simply 
outclassed, with only Adam White 
again performing admirably with 
the bat. 

An inconsistent batting line-up has 
also hurt the squad with captain 
Campbell Holland being forced to 
continually replace absent or out 
of form players, and resulting in 
this year's list of debutants growing 
weekly. 

Included in that group is a young 
crop of players who can gain some 
invaluable experience at the highest 
level as Warrandyte simply plays 

Hawks close 
in on finals 
By FRANS BROUWER 
COLMAN Park will be humming dur-
ing March, with lour senior, three 
junior and one veterarrs teams sitting 
in the four or just outside. 

Recent good form by individual 
players has translated into solid 
wins. The success of the senior 
teams is partly due to significant 
contributions by junior and veter-
ans players such as Josh Exley (A 
Grade), Zep and Adam Johnson (G 
Grade), and James and Peter Fayle 
(I Grade). 

The only downside is the Firsts 
(Trollope Shield) who are last, but 
just percentage behind ninth. Win-
ning at least two of the remaining 
matches against fifth, sixth and 
eighth could avoid relegation. 

The loss of players has not helped, 
with two in particular featuring 
elsewhere since Christmas. Nathan 
Willoughby scored 118 for the Haw-
thorn-Monash Uni Second XI on 
January 12, and Steve Garrett played 
an unaccustomed support role with 
47 n/o during Cameron White's 229 
n/o for Richmond on January 19. The 
form Hawks player is Josh Barrett 
who, after missing Round 1, has fig-
ures of 42 and 2/27, 67 and 4/54, 5, 56 
and 2/30, 44 and 2/38, 31, and 30 and 
4/23. Captain Ben Neagle also has 
some respectable figures - scores 
of 49, 40 and 31, and bowling figures 
of 4/33 and 3/34. As mentioned last 
Diary, spinner Tom Hall had been 
promoted from the Third XI to the 
Second XI. Since Christmas, he has 
played for the First XI, talcing 1/27 and 
1/28 off eight overs in each match. 

Since the last Diary, the A Grade 
team has won four out of five match-
es, and sits third - a game and per-
centage ahead of fifth . The results 
are being shared around, with no 
standout player. 

D Grade is fifth, just a half-game 
away from third and fourth, and level 
with sixth in a very tight grade. 

G grade lost its second match for 
the season, but remains top. The 
team cannot miss the finals , but its 
focus remains top spot and a home 
ground advantage. Zep Johnson 
lowered his colours to Ul4 son 
Adam in Round 10 - 28 runs to 46. In 
the same match Simon Adams took 
5/19. I Grade has picked up a few 
new players including relatives and 
friends of current players. This has 
helped with selection of full sides 
each week, leading to four straight 
wins and fourth spot - 12 points 
ahead of fifth - and with matches 
against third, sixth and first-placed 
teams to come. 

The Juniors are doing well. In 
Ul6-2 the Hawks are third, but just 
two points ahead of three teams. 
Mitch Chappell 70 and 50, Jarrah 
Sofarnos 77, Tom Holllns 44 and 58 
have starred. 

The Hawks are top of Ul4-2. Mi-
chael Gibbons did not bat in Round 

out the season. Among them is Ben 
McMellan who showed class with 
108 in Round 5 for the Seconds, Tim 
Baker impressed with his pace and 
Brandon Stafford proves to be a tire-
less worker with the ball. 

The First XI has faced issues with 
both bat and ball through the middle 
of the season, and coming back from 
the Christmas break was sitting 
on a five-game game losing streak, 
unable to notch a win ever since 
its solid start to the season. In ad-
dition, Warrandyte's bowlers have 
not taken 10 wickets in the past four 
matches, having to turn to part-time 
operators, or being let down by 
sloppy fielding. Then there have 
been the batting woes, potentially 
resolved in the win over Eastfield by 
a great partnership between Chris 
Barry and Dave Mooney who pushed 
the boys over the line. Before that, 
only two half-<:enturies to White, and 
a classy 81 from Tyson Brent, have 
shown up Warrandyte's inability to 

1, but has since scored 30 n/o, 36 
n/o, 24, 32 and 53 n/o, while Nick 
Condon has 51 n/o, 50 n/o, 9, 19, 55 
n/o and 22. Tristan Hansen has eight 
wickets at an average of 7.6, but also 
has scores of 23 and 31. The U12-2s 
are third, but need to keep winning, 
as they are just six points ahead of 
fifth . Nicholas Walker's 57 n/o and 

have more than one or two players 
put up their hand with good form 
each match. 

Holland will be looking to work with 
his team and, most importantly, try 
to stabilise the line-up with 2013/ 14 
already in his sights. 

Seconds struggling too 
The Seconds have suffered similar 
issues, having people either con-
stantly dropping out or being pro-
moted, making it a tough challenge 
for skipper Stewart Smead. 

With a squad that is much better 
than its win/lose ratio (1-7) suggests, 
Warrandyte is stuck at the bottom 
of the Steve Pascoe Shield , but a 
fantastic victory against Croydon 
North highlighted the class the team 
is able to produce. 

Thirds fly the flag 
The Third XI, sitting second on the 
ladder, is likely to be the only War-
randyte team to play in the finals . 

3/10 deserve mention. 
In Veterans cricket, the Masters 

One team is fourth. Zep Johnson is 
carrying his Seniors form into Vets 
with scores of 23, 34, 39, and 40 n/o. 
Masters Three is last with no wins. 
Matt Jenkins' 31 and 3/23 in Round 
3 was the highlight. 

Legends (Over 50s) are fifth with 

It is a great effort from the team, 
with a lot of the younger members of 
the junior squad backing up in the af-
ternoon and producing great efforts 
for their more senior teammates. 

Fourths fall short 
The Fourth XI has been the biggest 
loser in the shortage of players de-
partment, having to scrounge around 
for players most weeks and, unfortu-
nately, forfeit a few results. However, 
nearing the end of the season the 
team looks more its former success-
ful self with Greg Warren , Daniel 
Wellesley, and Grant Hartmann 
continuing to plunder opposition 
bowling and batting line-ups. 

Firsts - Round 5: Warrandyte 126 (White 52) lost 
to Croydon Rangers 5/276 (B Taylor 2/1 ). Round 
6: Warrandyte 220 (Brent 81 , Mooney 43) lost to 
Kilsyth 5/247 (Brent 1/8). Round 7: Warrandyte 
134 (White 51 ) lost to Templeton 0/135. Round 
8: Warrandyte 6/155 (Barry 37, Mooney 37) d 
Eastfield 7/150 (Gaffney 3/21) 

one win. Mick English (43 n/o and 
45 n/o) and Ian Jones (3/28 and 2/ 19) 
are the standouts. 

On the social front, Pinks tumps 
Day is on February 16 (a week early 
to coincide with a Firsts home game). 
Trivia Night is on March 2, and 
Presentation Night is on April 13 at 
Chlrnside Club. 

Seconds - Round 5 Warrandy!e 303 (Mc.Me!Jan 
108 Hartmann 64) lost to Croydon Rangers 
6/'328 (Beardall 2/36}. Round 6 Warrandyte 
219 (Zach 64, lost to Kilsytl1 9/230 (Smead 
3/47). Round 7 Warranoyte 111 (Beardall 31 1 
lost to Templeton 71277 (Duffel 2/6). Round 8 
Warrandyte 8/150 (Warren 41) d Croydon North 
129 (Lincoln 5116) 
Thirds - Round 7· Warrandyte 91214 (Boweii 
78. Revell 74) lost to St Andrews ?,1275 IGtdiey 
4131) . Round 8 Warrandyte 175 l Day 42) d 
South Warrand'jle 9/166 (Prangley 3/41) RO\Jnd 
9: Warranajte 7/200 (Barr/ n Reveil 59) d 
Cr()'Jdon Ranoes 6/252 (Barry~). Round 10 
Warrandyte 9/118 (Zach 32) lost to Montrose 
(Minns4/45). Round 11: Warrandyte 100 
(Nilsson 39) lost to Cr()'Jdon Ranoes 6/226 . 
Fourths - Round 7: Warrandyte fortert to 
Templeton. Round 8: Warrandyte 4/185 (Khatry 
50) lost to South Warrandyte 4/201 (Sekhon 
in 9). Round 9: Warrandyte 8/190 (Khatry 48) 
lost to Mooroolbark 4n93 (Greve 2/36). Round 
10: Warrandyte 9/299 (Wellesley 70. Warren 68) 
lost to Montrose 9/201 (Warren 3/16). Round 11: 
Warrandyte 4/340 (Wellesley 140. Hartmann 89) 
lost to Mooroolbark 41356 (Warren 2/80). 

Juniors hot 
off the bat 
THE summer heat matched the hot ac-
tion of Warrandyte's rising stars of the 
cricket field as Round 4 saw the Bloods 
Under 12s playing Montrose at home. 

Captain Harper Oehmlmann, in his 
first season, led the bowling attack with 
a stingy 1/5 off four overs and his part-
ner in crime is new strike bowler Max 
Coutts who snared 2/14. Ethan Ward 
chipped in for a handy two wickets, 
while Brady Poole , Jack Welch , Aidan 
Prescott, Tom Jackson and Ben Jackson 
all collected a wicket on the way to re-
stricting Montrose to 134 runs. 

The fielding was a real highlight with 
" that man" Brady Poole , smiling as-
sassin Tom McKenzie and Ben Jackson 
all taking two catches each , with the 
team continu ing lo build its reputation 
as a strong fielding unit. 

Having been set a challenging target, 
the Bloods batsmen chased ii down 
with intent. Hudson Rostron made a 
great 30 (retired) and with Bailey Bow-
yer (26) formed a batting partnership 
that set the team on the road to victory. 

Solid contributions from Ben Jackson 
(7) , Aidan Prescott (7j, Tom McKenzie 
(1 0) and "Extras" (62 , and the young 
Bloods notched up their third win for 
the season with a final score of 154. 

Round 5 began after the Christmas 
break and , rather than being rusty, the 
players seemed lo have "grown an-
other leg". Bailey Bowyer had a mag-
nificent captain 's game with 22 runs 
and 2/10, including two wickets in the 
first over of Scoresby's innings. 

Aidan Prescott was the anchor of the 
innings with 30 (retired), as his team-
mates rallied around him setting a 
competitive 5/171 for Scoresby. 

Aidan also chipped in with a wicket, 
along with a wicket from Tom Jackson 
and Tom McKenzie who benefitted from 
a great catch behind by Patrick Grocott. 

The Bloods earned their fourth victory 
out of six games this season, restrict-
ing Scoresby lo 5/153 and - fingers 
crossed - a finals berth is awaiting this 
enthusiastic bunch of cricketers. 

MEANWHILE, Warrandyte U16s were 
Impressive with a Round 6 win over 
North Ringwood. The team scored 
8/133 while the visitors were a II out for 
102. Joel Bumpslead was impressive 
with his unbeaten 62 and Will Coard 
made 18 to help secure the win. 

Luke Killay again showed good form 
taking 4/12 after 10 overs . 

Round 7 saw Warrandyte at home 
takinq on the unbeaten Wonga Park. 
The vtsitors made 4/194 before bowling 
out Warnndyte for 128. 

Warrandyte 's Darcy Trenfield made 
the highest score of his career with 24 
while Joel Bumpstead was stump d 
for 33, Mark Baker was unbeaten on 18 
and Ben Sproat bowled for 8. Wicket 
takers were J Stanley, D Trenfleld, R 
Reanlon and Darcy Poole. Poole took 
his first U16 wictet by combining with 
his brother Jact, wbo caught a beauty 
in slips. Wonga Park's Ben Whitt made 
60 n/O, Joseph Aylifft scored I lerrfflc 
50 n/0 and Ryan Mams made a career-
best 33. 
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Boom recruit arrives 
WARRANDYTE Basketball's 20 13 
Big V campaign has taken another 
significant step forward with the ar-
rival of Ohio native, power forward 
James Hicks (left). 

Coming on t he back of recruits 
Jonny Lee and Brenton Char les, the 
Indiana Tech graduate is set to add 
another dimension to coach Arnold 
Giffening's unit as he goes about 
mounting a challenge for th is year's 
Division One title. The Wi lson Secu-
rity Senior Men are deep into their 
pre-season ahead of a mid-March 
opening clash. 

·'James has tremendous leadership 
qualities, and definitely fi ts our No. I 
recruiting policy in being a quality 
person," Giffening says. 

"Our whole focus is on producing 
a team that plays hard, but always 
does it together, and James has 

proven throughout his career to be 
a real team player." 

Hicks is excited about meeting 
everyone at Warrandyte and looking 
forward to working with Giffening. 

"I look forward to becoming a great 
asset to the team as well as the fans. 
Nothing better than winning games 
and helping out with the supporters, 
because without them this sport I 
love wouldn't be where it is today," 
Hicks says. "I intend to take my expe-
riences, knowledge, wisdom and tal-
ents to the next level of success here 
with the Venom. I've heard nothing 
but compliments of the culture and 
its endeavours, which I will treasure 
during my stay." 

Gener al Manager Justin Nelson 
says Hicks will be an invaluable club 
person, which is always a priority 
for the club when bringing in inter-

national recruits. 
"It's one thing to play, it's another 

to fit in with a club 's culture and 
we are confident that James ticks 
both of those boxes," Nelson to ld 
the Diary. 

"We are a young club and we are 
very focused on building the right 
disciplines for now and for the fu-
ture, so it goes without saying that 
when you bring a player into the club 
it has to be someone who will help 
with that vision and James shows all 
the qualities that we want our young 
and aspiring players to have." 

Hicks is expected to arrive in early 
February and will be ready for Round 
1 of the Big V season in early March. 
The Wilson Security Senior Men will 
also be wearing a new uniform this 
season with details expected to be 
released in the near future. 

Venom fires up with 32 team entries 
By TONY OLIVER 
FROM humble beginnings in 1974, 
the Eltham Basketball Tourna-
ment has grown to be the largest 
junior basketball tournament in the 
world, featuring 990 teams with a 
whopping 9000 competitors. 

The tournament continued to 
expand and combined in 1996 
with Dandenong. Ever since it has 
been regarded as the "must enter" 
tournament, giving teams in Friday 
night basketball competition an ex-
cellent way to start the next phase 
of grading. 

This year Warrandyte Venom 
fielded 32 teams, 21 boys teams 
and 11 girls teams, and came 
away with one premiership, three 
runners-up while six other teams 
reached the playoffs. 

The Premiership flag went to the 
Venom's Under 16 AR boys who 
had a very close win, 31-29, against 
Oakleigh. 

Warrandyte had earned its place 
in the grand final after a come-
from-behind 26-25 win against 
Eltham earlier in the day at the 
Doncaster Leads St venue. The 
grand final was similar with a slow 
start to the Venom who trailed 17--8 
at the break. The flow of the game 
changed and Warrandyte lifted the 
tempo in offence and in defence 
to take the initiative away from 
Oakleigh. 

Fast transition and some excel-
lent outside shooting wrested the 
game away from Oakleigh's keep-
ing. 

With three minutes remaining, a 
5-point lead to the Venom seemed 
enough, however, there was still 
life in the game. 

With just seconds to go, Oakleigh 
put up an outside shot that sailed 
through the net. But the shooter 
was fouled and Oakleigh went to 
the free throw line for a bonus 
shot. A desperate attempt to 
bounce the ball off the ring with a 
potential rebound and points failed 
and the Venom were able to close 
out the game. 

Coach Beau Bentley said after-
wards: "This has been a good week-
end because we have learnt how 
to win the close games. Last year 
in Round l grading we lost some 
close ones and this year we seem 
to have worked out how to gr ind 
out wins in tight games. We need 
to continue to put pressure both in 
offence and defence, and keep the 
opposition off balance." 

Leading point scorers in the final 
were Connor McGrath with 11 
(including two from outside the 
circle) and 10 to Jordan Hallett. 

The Under 20 Girls , coached by 
Warren Haigh, went down in a close 
battle with the Outlaws, a team 
from South Australia That was a 
similar result to last year when 
both teams fought it out for the 
premiership flag, with the Outlaws 
winning that game by a few points. 

This game was similar with little 
separating the two, but the Venom 
girls held a slight advantage for 
most of the game. 

Leading 27-23 at the break, Venom 
was run down in the final minutes 

and the Outlaws took the points 
47-43. 

Mollie Burke scored 13 points 
with 10 to Casey Taylo,- and eight 
to Meg Kershaw. 

"A great tournament, a great 
final," said outgoing coach Haigh, 
who is handing over the reigns. "It 
could have gone either way in the 
end. 

"They just hit some shots where-
as ours just missed. Remember 
they beat us by 33 points in the 
round robin phase!" 

George Demos's Under 16 82 
Boys went down to Blackbum in 
their grand final 23-16. The Venom 
was never able to put enough pres-

Wilson 

sure on Blackbum to threaten, 
although the margin was always 
close. 

Pat Barkla was the main scorer 
for the Venom with seven, with 
three from Jackson Lowe and two 
each from Lachle O'Neill, Damon 
Kemp and Lachlan Hirst. 

The Venom's other grand finalists 
were the Under 16 81 Girls who 
went down 32-30 to Waverley. Al-
though not making the grand final 
game, Lydia McGinty's regional Un-
der 14 Boys were defeated by the 
ultimate section winners Kllsyth 
26-12 in their semi final . 

The Venom was tralllng 17-8 at 
the break and were never able to 

exert enough pressure to unsettle 
the Kllsyth side. 

Three points were scored by 
Bailey Stelfox, Stephan Giusto and 
Ciaran Davidson. 

Earlier in the day, Daniel McShan-
ag's Under 14 Boys went down to 
Ringwood 27-17 In their C4/CD semi 
final. 

"This will set us up well for the 
season, which is the objective of 
this tournament," the coach said. 
"The boys developed very well dur-
ing the tournament with some awe-
some team work". 

Sean Stephens (J) and Rlan Hey-
wood (6) were the Venom s best 
contributors. 

DIARY 
SPORTS 
SHORTS 

Ahoy there, mateys! 
Warrandyte friends Andrew Dugan 
and Craig Robison (above) are 
embarking on a long-held dream 
to sail their Hobie 16 from Sydney 
down along the coast to Mel-
bourne. The pair has loaded safety 
equipment as well as cooking and 
camping gear so they can pull up 
on the beach each night. Depend-
ing on the weather, the trip should 
take about 10 to 14 days. Follow 
their blog at travelpod.com/mem-
bers/lucy2013. 

Sheehan scores OAM 
Former South Warrandyte Hawks 
Cricket Club player, Kevin Sheehan, 
of AFL fame, was awarded an Order 
of Australia Medal in the Australia 
Day honours list recently. 

Tennis festival fun 
Fired up after the action of the Aus-
t ralian Open, Warrandyte Tennis 
Club will be seizing the chance to 
add an activity to its 'radar serve' 
featured at past Warrandyte Festi-
vals. This year the club will provide 
free Hot Shots Tennis for the family 
on four mini courts, located on the 
grass area between Siggant St and 
the footbridge. 

Club open day 
Meanwhile, the club will be hosting 
an Open day on Sunday, February 
17. All activities are free. On offer 
will be tennis lessons, Hot Shots 
competitions, Cardio Tennis, Speed 
Serving, Target Hitting, social 
play and more. At the conclusion 
of the on-court program there 
will be a free sausage sizzle and 
the bar will be open for refresh-
ments. For further details contact 
Craig Haslam on 0488 722 538 or 
info@thetennisguru.com.au. 

Get ready to run 
Run Warrandyte's annual Fun Run 
is back, coinciding with the War-
randyte Junior Football Club's 
registration day and sausage sizzle 
on February 10. The run kicks off 
at 8am while registration for this 
year's junior footy teams begins 
at 9am at the clubrooms. WJFC 
president Ross Snowball urges all 
players, old and new, to roll up on 
the day and put their name down 
for the season ahead. "It's an ex-
citing time at the club as we move 
forward. Youth girts are particularly 
welcome, we're looking for more 
players," Snowball says. 
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Rising stars' day in the sun 
By MICHELLE PINI 
lWELVE Warrandyte tennis play-
ers, aged five to 11, donned special 
court access security passes and 
hats and enjoyed VIP status, as 
well as a television appearance, at 
the Australian Open for a day last 
month. 

They met Channel Ts Mark Bar-
retta of Sunrise at Margaret Court 
Arena and were filmed In a live cross 
having a hit in the background. The 
program's Kochie, Sam and Nat later 
joined the group for the finale. It was 
a once in a lifetime tennis and televi-
sion experience for the kids. 

As if the Sunrise experience wasn't 
impressive enough, 12 Warrandyte 
Tennis Club Hot Shots participants 
also opened Hisense Arena on Day 
I of the Open. They ran enthusias-
tically onto the court and demon-
strated their skills to the crowd. The 
kids rallied and played little matches 
to the delight of the crowd for 30 
minutes. Coach Craig Haslam was 
inundated with spectator comments 
that included "they are so cute!" 

"These kids ran onto a huge sta-
dium and played tennis completely 
independent of adult support for 30 
minutes. The demonstration was not 
rehearsed, it was just kids having the 
time of their life - I was so proud of 
them," Haslam said. 

Hot Shot Blake Haslam was also 
asked to toss the coin for the match 
involving Venus Williams. 

On Day 2, another six lucky War-
randyte Hot Shot stars were on Court 
8 rallying and playing tennis and 
having fun. These kids were given 
special security passes to allow 
them on court to showcase their 
skills. This time Nick Felicissimo was 
invited to toss the coin for the match. 
Determined not to do any old toss, 
he practiced over and over with the 
central umpire befqre the players 
made their way to the court. 

On Day 3, Warrandyte Tennis Club 
and a further six junior players were 
once again out on Hisense arena The 
little Hot Shot stars were escorted 
through the dark passageways under 
the stadium while their parents and 
the public gathered in the stands. 
They ran out onto the court like 
rock stars. This time it was Lachlan 
Spence who was the lucky Hot Shot 
to toss the coin for the Nicolas Al-
magro match. 

Shin boner Shipp anchored in football history 
Laurie Shipp may have 
sailed in a different era, 
but Glenn Archer wasn't 
the only local to don the 
blue and white, discovers 
BRIANNA PIAZZA. 
Brianna: Hello Mr Shipp, please 
tell the Diary readers about your 
time with North Melbourne Foot-
ball Club in the best footy compe-
tition in the land. 
Laurie: I played footy for North 
Melbourne from 1949 to 1951. My 
first season with North Melbourne 
was the first time ever that North 
finished on top of the ladder as 
minor premiers. We beat every 
team in the competition, except 
Essendon. Alter that, things started 
to get a bit sticky for me because I 
qualified engineering and my supe-
riors told me I had to make up my 
mind whether to be an engineer or 
a footballer, so I had no choice re-
ally. Back in those days I'd bring in 
like $8 a game, there was no future 
in football so I had to ease off. 

When did you decide to play at 
elite level? 
I started taking an interest in 
football at about seven. This was 
back In the days where you didn't 
intentionally make a profession out 
of football - it was more of a hobby 
than a profession. I guess one of 
the things that spurred me was I 
went to the finals In 1945, as the 
war was coming to an end, and that 
was the game with the bloodbath. 

Players were being suspended all 
over the place - that was when I 
decided it looked like good fun! 

Tell us about how you were 
drafted. 
I was in the process of qualifying as 
an engineer and I was sent to the 
Latrobe Valley. I played with Moe 
for the last part of the season. As a 
result of that I got invitations from 
Essendon and Footscray - but not 
North Melbourne. I went to Foot-
scray to play but then North Mel-
bourne suddenly caught up with 
the fact that I was doing this and 
they basically said I was a North 
Melbourne resident and I had to 
play with them. I was a North sup-
porter anyway, so I accepted and 
went along. 

Do you have any team stories you 
want to share? 
Back in those days there wasn't 
strict discipline about what you 
did before a game. It was basically 
no drinking, no big meals, and try 
to get plenty of sleep. One night 
before a game I went to a ball until 
late and things were busy around 
the house the next morning, so I 
only got about three hours sleep. 
At the game I was doing all right 

in the first half, dashing around 
at high speed, but still not feeling 
crash hot. At one stage I kicked 
the ball in the wrong direction 
(laughs). My coach wasn't very 
happy at all . Then about half time 
they carted me off to the club doc-
tor because I collapsed and he ex-
amined me. He said I wasn't getting 
enough sleep and so he prescribed 
me sleeping tablets! 

We hear that you were the first 
AFl. footballer pioneering the use 
of contact lenses? 
Yes, 1 had eye problems since I was 

about 14 and I managed to get my-
self fittE:d for some. There's no way 
I could have played without them 
when I was with North Melbourne. 
I was the only one at that stage 
wearing contact lenses. I think 
within a couple of years quite a 
few other players were using them. 
In the first final that we played at 
the MCG, I dropped my lens and 
lost it. Everybody searched every-
where but couldn't find it. Luckily 
I had a spare. The National ports 
Museum were putting on a spe-
cial display and it was the hidden 
stories of the MCG, concentrating 

on event at the 1CG, that people 
probably wouldn' t know about, and 
they used my contact lenses for a 
display. 

Do you sWl keep up with footy 
these d y? 
In recent years several thing have 
cropped up that yank me back to 
the heady footy years. The club 
keep me involved as mu h as pos-
sible with what's goin on. 

I'm a member of the 'orth 1el-
bourne Past Players and Officials 
Associ lion, and the fl. Plaver • 
Association. • 
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