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Medals galore: Warrandyte’s Anzac Day
parade and service was bigger than

b cver! These little girls proudly displayed
their family medals.
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OUR NEWSPAPER

Th e Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
ong community character, being produced

ve its community. Financed solely through
mmercial status and its independent voice. The
the people, environment and character of the
4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North
rchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,

stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
nd tradespeople were joined by a number of young
ralian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
his newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit
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SoundLens is the hearing
aid For people who say,
“You'll never see me wearing

a hearing aid”.

Think hearing aids should be heard, not seen?
Telex Hearing Centre today, to discover SoundLer
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TELEX HEARING CENTRE

Warrandyte Sth: 9844 3511 | City: 9642 5182
38 Hall Rd Suite 205, Level 2, 365 Litte Collins St

AT THE BAIDGE |

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

I've enough trouble dealing with the threat of real bushfires,
I’'m not sure | can cope with a hypothetical one as well...........

Jasper's badge of honour

S the curtain opens
on this particular-
ly moving play of
love and chival-
ry, we see a pretty
young thing stacking shelves in
Aisle 12 of the local supermar-
ket. A callow youth approach-
es. He is trying to look casual
but his expression reveals that
he is besotted with the young
lady. If the actor finds besotted
beyond him, a simple air of
stupidity will probably do.

JASPER: Elly! Whatever are
you doing here?

ELLY: (She turns to see who
has hailed her but seems dis-
appointed) 1 work here. You
can tell by the uniform.

JASPER: (Bruised but resil-
tent) | know you do. | mean
here in...(surveys surrounding
shelves)...Infant Products.
You usually do checkout.

ELLY: I do shelf stacking
on Saturdays, for variety.
A change is as good as a
holiday.

JASPER: You must go on
some pretty dreadful holi-
days.

ELLY: It's an expression.
More to the point what are
you doing here, in Infant
Products?

JASPER: Ah! I'm looking for
herbs. For Mum. Those long
green shiny ones that look
like grass.

ELLY: DilL

JASPER: Just because I don’t
know all the names...

ELLY: The grassy stuff. It's
called dill. And you're at the
completely wrong end of
the supermarket. Herbs are
on the other side, with the
vegetables,

JASPER: How lucky I ran into
you. | could have been lost
in...Infant Products for ages!

(Elly’s supervisor approach-

es them. He is dashingly hand-
some and almost entirely ac-
ne-free. You can tell he's a Su-
pervisor because he’s wearing
a badge that says Supervisor.
On second thoughts that might
be a bit hard for the audience
to read. There must be a bet-
ter way to do this. Forget the

ol

SUPERVISOR: Elly! As your
Supervisor (much better) |
need to caution you about
chatting with customers.

ELLY: (Who is clearly besot-
ted, provided she can manage
it.) You're a Supervisor now?
How thrilling. Do you get a
badge?

(OK, he better have a badge,
though [ still think only people
in the front row or two will be
able to see. He shows it to Elly
who of course is much closer,
unlike...oh never mind.)

SUPERVISOR: Yes, I've just
been promoted.

JASPER: It's not a very big
badge, is it.

SUPERVISOR: It's not a very
big promotion.

JASPER: | suppose a change
is as good as a holiday.

SUPERVISOR: Why?

JASPER: It's just an expres-
sion.

(This scene seems to be
getting bogged down. I've con-
sulted the Playwright’s Guide
to Plot Development which
recommends Rilling off one of
the characters. It seems a bit
drastic.)

JASPER: Watch out, you're
about to knock over that dis-
play of Infant Products!

(Excellent idea! There is a
loud thud as a large display of
Huggies topples over, knocking
Elly to the ground, uncon-
scious.)

JASPER: Quick do some-

thing.

SUPERVISOR: I'll go and get
the Supervisor.

JASPER: (Pointing to badge)
You are the Supervisor.

SUPERVISOR: So I am. What
should I do?

JASPER: Something decisive!

SUPERVISOR: Good idea.
I quit.

(The Supervisor exits, throw-
ing his badge to the ground,
leaving Jasper alone with the
unconscious Elly. Fortunately
he is able to fall back on the
First Aid badge he earned at

Scouts. He starts to loosen
Elly’s blouse but realises there
are small children in the au-
dience and goes with the Riss
of life instead. Elly moans and
wakes to find herselfin Jasper'’s
strong arms. Well in his arms,
anyway.)

ELLY: What happened?

STORE MANAGER: (Ap-
proaching in great haste) What
happened? You were caught
in an avalanche of Huggies—
though I confess I'm at a loss
to understand how this could
render you unconscious. (He
has a point but it’s too late to
change now.) Only the quick
thinking of this brave young
man saved the day.

(Elly goes to rise but thinks
better of it and stays cradled in
his strong...in his arms.)

ELLY: My hero! (This is a
challenging line to deliver as
there is a faint possibility of
sounding trite in the wrong
hands.)

STORE MANAGER: But
where was the Supervisor in
all of this?

JASPER: I regret to inform
you at this difficult time that
the Supervisor has resigned.

(My wife points out that
young people these days don't
actually talk like this, but |
have tried to remain faithful to
the genre.)

STORE MANAGER: No mat-
ter. I think we have found the
ideal replacement. (He picks
up the abandoned ba and
pins it to Jasper’s chest.

ELLY: Oh Jasper. Now we'll
be together every Saturday
afternoon. Could there be a
happier ending?

JASPER: How about a bigger
badge!

THE END
ALAN CORNELL
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Centre in all its colours

By CLIFF GREEN

The refurbishment of the Warrandyte
Community Centre—at the corner
of Yarra and Webb streets—is pro-
gressing well.

The installation of a “small town”
municipal library within the centre is
the principal reason for the extensive
rebuilding. This much-needed facility
will occupy most of the ground floor
of the centre.

Manningham council has released
details of colour schemes being used
throughout the refurbished building.

“The architects have chosen the
colour schemes using local history
through local artists on the Warran-
dyte/Yarra Trail,” a council spokes-

person told the Diary.

These artists played principal roles
in the establishment of a national art
tradition during the late 1890s.

“The two paintings referenced in
the colour schemes—"“Old Bridge
Warrandyte” by Walter Withers and
“A Cool Corner” by Clara Southern—
have been used as the inspiration
for form, colour and aesthetic,” the
spokesperson said.

“Both these artists worked exten-
sively in the Warrandyte area.

“The form of the old bridge has
influenced the timber strapwork
that is being used for the exterior of
the refurbishment works, whilst the
external colours draw directly on the

bark hues from the local trees on the
riverbank as well as the colours in
the painting.

“Internally, the rich colours of Clara
Southern’s ‘A Cool Corner’ have been
used to define the palette. These
draw upon the seasonal changes
very evident in Warrandyte and add
a rich texture to the new building,”
the spokesperson said.

The colour scheme was guided
and approved by council’s heritage
consultant.

The {ollowing construction works
have been completed or are current-
ly underway:

® Extension to the rear of the

centre;
8

y
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Timber strapwork used in the
building has been inspired

by Walter Withers’ “Old Bridge
Warrandyte” (inset).

Pictures courtesy
Manningham City Council.

How our centre will look: Strapwork
and timber finishes delineate new
library. Colours indicative only.

Public hall off front balcony.

® The library window walls have
been constructed;

@ A new entry is being built for the
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
via Webb Street;

@ Air conditioning and heating
systems have been installed;

@ Electrical “rough-in” has been
completed;

@ Plaster is being hung in the
library, Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House, the meeting room, corridors,
toilets and upstairs;

® The lift shaft has been built.

“Construction works are on track
to be completed by the end of July
this year,” a council spokeperson
told the Diary.

“The relocation of the Community
Centre tenants back into the centre
will be staged throughout August
2013."

The relocation plan will be dis-
cussed with the newly-established
Community Centre Reference Group
consisting of the Warrandyte Bendi-
go Bank, Warrandyte Business Asso-
ciation, Warrandyte Community As-
sociation and tenants of the centre

“The reference group has been
established to oversee the vision
for the centre, enhance relationships
between the services located in the
centre and other key stakeholders
within the community,” the spokes-
person said.

Rear view of refurbished centre

" JETS
GYMNASTICS?

10 FY!
LEARN

SOMERSAULTS, CARTWHEELS,
HANDSTANDS & MORE.

TURW YOUR LIFE UPSIPE POWN AT JETS

Free try out classes!

Phone 9439 6571

B.M.C

TREE SERVICES
ABN: 90 397 584 604

dead, dangerous & large tree specialist
tree removals — tree pruning & surgery
stump removal — storm damage — prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice — 24 hour service
fully insured — experienced climber

CALL THE PROPER LOPPER
BEN ON 0417 364 178

Don’t leave it until June to get your business
and personal taxation affairs in order.
If you have rental properties speak to us now
to maximise your deductions.

Brian Spurrell FCPA (local resident) and associate
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention
to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice.

We will visit you.
“We are the accountants who care”

Personalised Taxation &

Accounting Services Pty Ltd
AT Certified Practising Accountants

PQ Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113

PERSONALISED TAXRTION 6
RCCOUNTING SERVICES PA

T: 9844 2409 or 0412011 946
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au
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| This picture, taken by veteran Warrandyte photographer and all-round good bloke—Bill McAuley—should stir
| a few memories. Bill told us: “The old crew at the pub taken in 1979. Amongst them (from memory) are Tiger
Flowers, George Leek, Tom Nightingale, Gerard Osbourne, Graham Revel, Geoff Riddell, Jack Griffiths, Russell

Flashback: The old crew at the pub

| Hobday, John Chalmers, Jack Truscott, Jim Ireland, Del 22?2?2.”
L

Warning:

I would like to thank John
Elliott and all who participat-
ed in Clean-up Australia Day
and also congratulate Julie at
IGA and WarrandyteCAN for
making our community plastic
bag free.

I would just like to express
my concern about people
throwing sticks rather than
balls, following a frightening

dogs and sticks

experience that occurred with
my beloved dog.

Rather than her catching
the stick horizontally, she
“caught” it vertically, the stick
missing her oesophagus by a
quarter of an inch.

When discussing what had
happened with the vet, he told
me he had treated many dogs
over his long career under

the same circumstance, many
cases ending in tragedy. So far
as he was concerned, sticks
were out.

Perhaps someone has an al-
ternative idea for entertaining
our dogs that won’t impact on
the environment?

Marie Van Hoof
Fossickers Way

Council election farce

The issue which Bob Beynon brought
to public attention has still not been
addressed: how can an ineligible
candidate be allowed to run for of-
fice and, even after his ineligibility
is discovered, how can he remain
on the ballot? The inadequacies of a
system that requires candidates to
be honest about their own eligibility
have been pointed out ad infinitum
by participants, observers and even
by Magistrate Smith.

Magistrate Smith also asserted
that, given the magnitude of the
donkey vote in Manningham, had
this particular ineligible candidate
appeared first on the ballot, he may
well have been elected. This begs
the question: how many ineligible
candidates went undetected (for
there is still no system of checking
or removal in place) and are now
elected officials, all over the state? A
recent comment from a VEC spokes-
person that “this situation has never
happened before” is hardly one they
are qualified to make, given that
eligibility of candidates has never
been checked.

Further, Magistrate Smith con-
tended that the democratic rights
of the people who chose to vote for
this particular ineligible candidate,
without knowing of his ineligibility,
were ignored in this process remains
unchanged.

The financial cost of this protract-
ed debacle for Mullum Mullum is

$150,000 for an ill-conducted election
plus the subsequent (unknown)
cost of a legal process in which the
magistrate took six months and
five hearings, without additional
evidence coming to light, to make
a decision that has not addressed a
fundamental system failure.

The areas requiring attention in the
local government election process
are too many to detail here but is it
really so difficult to introduce manda-
tory police checks for all candidates?

I believe that, as ratepayers, we
need to ask why we pay the VEC
so much money when they are not
held accountable. If the ratepayers
of Mullum Mullum pay $150,000 (our
ward’s share of the cost of a council
election) to the Victorian Electoral
Commission, surely it is not too big
a stretch to assume that it will be
conducted fairly and with the law
in mind?

Lastly, since every voter is required
to preference every candidate on
the ballot, everyone in this ward
voted for an ineligible candidate.
This means that the true effect of
this candidate’s 521 primary votes,
had they gone to legitimate candi-
dates, remains unknown. This is the
true cost for the Mullum Mullum
electorate.

Michelle Pini
Mullum Mullum
Ward candidate

Letters to the Diary on local topics
are welcome. All letters —including
emails—must include the writer's
full name, address and phone
number, even if not intended for
publication. Letters may be edited
for reasons of style, length or
legality. Letters can be posted to:
Warrandyte Diary, PO Box 209,
Warrandyte Vic 3113. They can be
emailed to: info@warrandytediary.
com.au; or left at the Diary office in
St Stephen'’s Hall, Stiggant Street.

I'm afraid I can’t agree with
WarrandyteCAN on their sup-
port for wind turbines. These
monsters create enormous
visual pollution, which we, as
a nation, will grow to regret in
years to come. There are other
ways to create clean energy.
What stance would we take
if the government proposed to
allow wind turbine towers on

every hill in Warrandyte and
Nillumbik? What would be the
reaction of our communities?
We can't impose these towers
on other communities but not
be prepared to accept them
ourselves.

And I certainly would op-
pose them being built here.

Michael Hubbert .
Warrandyte South

ALISTAIR KNOX
PLAYGROUND UPGRADE

New playground equipment is being

installed at Alistair Knox Park in Eitham.

playground will be fenced-off and

The design for the new playground has

a focus on imaginative play, with natural
features and sound elements that aim to
link the playground to the landscape and

cultural characteristics of Eitham.

For further information on the playground

please contact Council on 9433 3111

HURSTBRINGE

FARMERS MARKET

Get your quality, fresh and
seasonal produce from local producers!

Sunday 2 June 2013

' GROWING YOUR CLUB

d for approximately six weeks during
the upgrade. Works are planned to start

’

a

WORKSHOP

Nillumbik sports clubs, coaches

and volunteers are invited to a free
workshop to explore how to grow
your club by becoming more inclusive
and accessible.

When: Wednesday 29 May
Time: 6pm-8.30pm (registration from
5.30pm)
Where: Hall 2, Eitham Community
& Reception Centre,
801 Main Road, Eltham
RSVP: by 5pm Wednesday 22 May to

Hanna on 9433 3136 or hanna.
phillips@nillumbik.vic.gov.au.

Places are limited. Please advise if you have
any dietary or accessibility requirements or if
you need an Auslan interpreter.

THE FUTURE OF

BELL STREET
Council has adopted a draft
masterplan for 2 Bell Street Eltham
and is now inviting the community to
provide feedback.

Have your say online at

8.30am-1pm
Fergusons Paddock,
Hurstbridge-Arthurs

Creek Road, Hurstbridge
www.hurstbridgefarmersmarket.com.au

farmers
market
W

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/belistreet
or send your feedback to Mark
Noonan, Manager People and Place,
Nillumbik Shire Council, PO Box 4786,
Greensborough 3088.The closing date
for feedback is 2 June 2013.

PRESCHOOL OPEN DAY
SATURDAY 25 MAY, 10AM-1PM

Come and see the quality preschool
programs available in Nillumbik while
your children take part in a range of
fun activities!

Participating preschools are listed at
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/preschool
openday. For more information contact
Rachel Birrell on 9433 3190 or Rachel.
Birreli@nillumbik.vic.gov.au.

GET IT RIGHT
ON BIN NIGHT

PLASTIC BAGS

YELLOW BIN

Please do not put plastic
bags in your yellow

recycling bin. Recyclable
items should be placed
loosely in the yellow bin.

RED BIN

Plastic bags, bread bags, plastic wraps
and soft plastic packaging should be
placed in the red bin.

For more information on what can go
into your kerbside recycling bin please
visit www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au or
www.getitrightonbinnight.vic.gov.au.

NILLUMBI1K

HURSTBRIDGE
FARMERS' MARKET

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN
THE HURSTBRIDGE FAMERS’
MARKET REFERENCE GROUP?

The Hurstbridge Farmers’ Market
operates on the first Sunday of each
month (except January).

The Market Coordinator works with a
Reference Group made up of Council
staff, stall holders, interested community
members and local traders and tourism
representatives to ensure the successful
running of each market.

The Reference Group meets four times
a year and also provides advice to the
Market Coordinator via email on issues
such as stallholder selection, operating
guidelines and marketing ideas.

If you are interested in nominating
yourself for membership of this group,
or would like a copy of the draft Terms
of Reference, please email Christine
Gibbins, Business Development and
Tourism Officer at christine.gibbins@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au.

www.hillumbik.vic.gov.au
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Launching the new Warrandyte Fire Watch webpége. (Pacfdre by Jock Macneish)

Thanks to Random Hacks of
Kindness (RHoK), Warran-
dyte is the first township in
Australia to have a dedicated
bushfire warning webpage.

The unique Warrandyte Fire
Watch, consolidates local fire
warnings, alerts, traffic and
weather information and has
been created for the Warran-
dyte Community Associa-
tion’s Be Ready Warrandyte
project by the international
organisation Random Hacks
of Kindness.

Be Ready Warrandyte proj-
ect manager Jodi Clark and
website designer Cameron
Boyle, launched the page at
a RHoK showcase event in
Melbourne and received very
positive feedback.

Ms Clark said the site brings
together information from the

CFA, Bureau of Meteorology
and VicRoads, already refined
to the Greater Warrandyte
area.

“Warrandyte Fire Watch
also has a twitter feed where
the community can let others
know quickly what is happen-
ing and where.

“It might be a road blockage
due to a fallen tree, or traffic
accident which will take time
to come through the regular
channels.

“The great thing about this
technology is that it can be
adopted by any other local
township or area and update
features will be added over
time as the site is refined,” Ms
Clark said.

RHoK organiser Pete Cohen
said that through Jodi and
Cam they had actual repre-

sentatives from the War-
randyte community which
helped them to understand
the problems and to make
decisions.

“Our motto is ‘hacking for
humanity’ and that is what
our volunteers do—use their
technology skills for social
good.

“RHoK’s purpose is to
bring together people who
are experts in technology
with those who are experts
in natural disasters.

“Jodi was an engaged prob-
lem owner who was quick
to answer questions, do
research, use her contacts
and brainstorm features,” Mr
Cohen said.

® Warrandyte Fire Watch
can be accessed at www.war-
randyte.org.au/fire-watch

Council community cash is
available for the asking

By KARLY HICKMAN

Warrandyte community
groups are urged to take up
the opportunity to apply
for local government grants
for projects that benefit the
community.

Community grants offered
by both Nillumbik and Man-
ningham councils help local
groups deliver programs that
contribute to building com-
munity connectedness and
resilience.

“The (community) fund pro-
vides community groups with
the resources to strengthen
and enhance their local area,”
Nillumbik mayor Cr Peter
Perkins said.

Nillumbik council has
launched their Nillumbik Com-
munity Fund, where communi-
ty groups are invited to apply
for up to $3000 for projects
that benefit the community.

Nillumbik’s 2013-14 funding
program closes on Thursday,
May 23 and successful appli-
cations will be announced in

early August.

Cr Perkins said community
groups considering this fund-
ing opportunity could take
inspiration from previous
grant recipients.

Last year, Warrandyte's own
Yarra Warra Pre-School re-
ceived a grant to build a Bush
Kinder for their four-year-old
group.

Council provided $2850 in
funding which was used for
landscaping materials such as
rocks, mulch, sleepers, sand
and soil.

The pre-school held a two-
day working bee which saw
35 families come together to
build a sandpit, digging pit,
dry river bed, garden beds
and a seating area complete
with planting.

Council grants can be the
critical difference needed
to turn fantastic community
initiatives into reality.

“Yarra Warra’s project is a
great example of an initiative
that brought the community

together to carry out a suc-
cessful project that will bene-
fit the community for years to
come,” Cr Perkins said.
Manningham council’s Small
Grants Program offers grants
of up to $4000 for Manning-
ham-based incorporated, not-
for-profit community organ-
isations and groups for one-
off projects and equipment
purchases that occur within
the City of Manningham and
improve the quality of life of
Manningham residents.
Manningham'’s Small Grants
Program runs year-round and
applications will be accepted
at any time throughout the
year until all funding has been
allocated.
® More information on Nil-
lumbik’s Community Grants
can be found at www.nillumbik.
vic.gov.au or call 9433-3111.
@ More information on Man-
ningham’s Community Grants
can be found at www.man-
ningham.vic.gov.au or call
9840-9333.

The Bush Kinder at Yarra Warra Pre-School was made possible with a
Community Fund grant from Nillumbik council.

Scenario workshop will
explore fire options

What will you do when Survey last year, we
a bushfire hits Warran- asked if respondents
dyte? wanted further informa-
That'’s the question for tion, and 170 replied.
the Bushfire Scenario “We have invited them Be
P Workshop to be  to participate in this
held in Warrandyte on workshop which will be
Tuesday, May.14. the first of several. Ready
As part of the Warran- “It filled up very quick-
dyte Community Associ- ly and we already have a
ation’s “Be Ready War- waiting list for the next.”
randyte” cam , the WCA has liaised with
worksho| explore a local emergency ser-
hypothetical fire event vices, CFA, council, Parks
to challenge assumptions Victoria, DSE and Police,
and inform participants who will participate in
to prepare better fire the workshop.
lans. The CFA will present
“Fifty invited partici- the fire scenario and it
pants have been asked to  will be facilitated by lo-
bring a copy of their fire cal resident Bruce Turn-
plan if they have one, er, who has convened
pen and r and an previous very successful
open mind,” WCA presi- WCA forums.
dent Dick Davies said. Mr Davies said that
“We emphasise that future scenario
this is a pilot event, part workshops would be
of the learning process open to all who wished
and development of the to attend and would be
Warrandyte bushfire advertised on the WCA
planning ‘toolkit’. website www.warran-
“In the WCA Bushfire dyte.org.au/fire.
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Risen from
the ashes

The 50th anniversary of the Warrandyte Uniting Church
was celebrated late last month. Built in 1963, this
building replaced one burnt in the bushfire that t
through much of Warrandyte in 1962. Designed by local
architect John Hupwell the building was designated

of “regional interest” by the National Trust. More than
150 people attended the celebration, |nclud|n?
members, 11 of whom

60 past

were present at the

», opening of the building,

50 years ago.

Pictures by STEPHEN REYNOLDS

TAL ROOFING =

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Z
Tul

* Re-roofing & New Roofs e Guiterguard & Leaks
 Gutters & Downpipes = Rainwater Tanks
« Skylights & Whirlybirds = Insulation

9844 3619 - 0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

WORK GUARANTEED

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS
CALL BRIONY ON 9844 0555

Marcus

Clifton
0412 139 420
Fax: 9844 3706

20 years experience
in the area

o
&

Dr Stuart Turner Bysc)
& Associates
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment
Phone 9844 3071

NEW WEEKEND HOURS
SATURDAY 8—4 SUNDAY 10-12

Support local traders

SHAPES
BOBCAT &
EXCAVATOR

PHONE 9844 2117
0410 402 046

Painter &
Decorator

Care about your

environment?

Vatunally!

Why not think
about joining your
local environment

group?

FRIENDS OF
WARRANDYTE
STATE PARK

Artur Muchow 0415 383 328

OSTEOPATH

in Warrandyte

An Osteopath can help with:
e back & neck pain
e headaches & migraines
* joint pain
® Sports injuries
® sciatica
e back pain with pregnancy
e and much more...

Warrandyte Osteopathy
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte 9844 2465

hradle! curtis

A Domestic

A Commercial

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

ACT GLOBALLY — SHOP LOCALLY

BOND

i O e 8 1 5 (] R 2

MASTER
100 hé"! HHS

domestic - commercial - automotive - safes

9877-7844




Melbourne Hill

By BRIANNA PIAZZA

& MICHELLE PINI

Residents are angry Manning-
ham councillors have decided
to push ahead with a council
proposal to install a kerbing
and channeling drainage sys-
tem in Melbourne Hill Road
despite residents’ strong op-
position to the scheme.

The March council meeting
saw councillors pass the con-
troversial proposal, despite
a council-initiated survey
indicating the vast majority of
residents in the catchment do
not approve the scheme, plus
a community petition oppos-
ing the drainage proposal in
its current form.

At an earlier community
information meeting, council
engineers told residents they
estimated the cost would total
$1.9 million and require each
household in the catchment
to pay between $5000 and
$15,000.

Council officers had also
advised affected ratepayers
that as council was funding
more than 50 per cent of the

Council ‘debacle’ case closed

By CHERIE MOSELEN

Speculation of a possible
by-election for Manningham
council’s Mullum Mullum
Ward has come to an end after
the Municipal Electoral Tribu-
nal handed down its decision
last month in the case of Bob
Beynon v Victorian Electoral
Commission.

Melbourne magistrate Mi-
chael Smith overturned Mr
Beynon's objection, declaring
the original ballot count for
the ward would stand after
a recount by the VEC failed
to change Mullum Mullum’s
election outcome.

The VEC was ordered to
recalculate the ballot, exclud-
ing 521 votes for disqualified
candidate David Muscat, after
an earlier hearing ruled his
votes informal.

The magistrate stated that
a by-election would only be
called if the recount changed
the result.

cost, they did not require res-
ident support to proceed with
the scheme. Property owners
labelled the process “notifica-
tion” rather than consultation.

Lorraine Avenue resident
Peter Hookey shared his con-
cerns with the Diary that
property owners had been left
in the dark since the March
council meeting. They fear the
wishes of the majority may
not be heeded.

“Council is just not listening
to us,” he said. They don’t
get us. They expected to go
ahead with the whole plan and
steam-roller it through.”

Chief among resident con-
cerns is the fact that flood-af-
fected properties (numbering
six in total), despite being
below the flood-line, were
built with council approval
and without appropriate mea-
sures being taken to counter-
act flooding. They believe
that property owners—112
of whom are unaffected by
flooding and many of whom
are pensioners—are now
being asked to fund council’s

The court proceedings fol-
lowed a claim by former Man-
ningham mayor Bob Beynon
that allowing opposing candi-
date David Muscat to contest
the election breached the
Local Government Act.

Mr Muscat was convicted
in 2011 of assault charges
that carried a penalty of five
years or more imprisonment,
precluding him from standing
for local council elections for
a period of seven years.

the last batsman; the third is his first ball of the

is the first ball of his next over and dismisses
second innings.

The first ball is the last of the over; the second

Solution to last month’s puzzle:

Clyde’s Conundrum

Peter lives mid way along our 906 bus route
from Warrandyte to the ci
girlfriends, wicked Wendy in Warrandyte
and crabby Cindy in the city. Not knowing
which to visit each day he decides to
wander into the street at a different random
time and take the first bus that comes
along. He figures that since there are as
many buses to Warrandyte as to the city he
stands an even chance of visiting either one.
At the end of a month he has visited Wendy
20 times but Cindy only 3 times. Was he
just lucky? Might it be the other way round
next month?

. He has two

Solution next month.

short-sightedness.

Residents are also con-
cerned about the proposed
kerbing and channeling op-
tion (common in the more
built-up areas of Doncaster
and Templestowe) saying
this will irreparably affect the
amenity of the area.

Resident Catherine Watts”

said, “I appreciate something
has to be done for the flood-af-
fected homes, but kerbing and
channeling in Melbourne Hill
Road is abhorrent.”

Many believe that council
has not properly maintained
the drains and is now impos-
ing what residents consider to
be an expensive and inappro-
priate solution.

Adding to neighborhood un-
rest is the fact that ratepayers
in adjacent streets such as
Drysdale Road and Lorraine
Avenue, have already con-
tributed to an earlier council
scheme which applied kerb-
ing and channeling on one
side of their streets. They are
now being expected to pay
again.

Cr Meg Domie

The elected positions of Mul-
lum Mullum ward councillors
Paul McLeish, Sophie Galbally
and Meg Downie remained
unchanged after the second
count.

Cr Downie told the Diary
she was very happy with the
result.

“It's a great win for the com-
munity. A by-election could
have left the ward without
council representation for up
to three months.”

Warrandyte resident can-
didate Michelle Pini, who
had supported Mr Beynon’s
complaint, believed the result
failed to address shortcom-
ings, which enabled David
Muscat’s “illegal” nomination.

“The cost of this ill-conduct-
ed election to Mullum Mul-
lum ratepayers was around
$150,000,” Ms Pini said.

“Add to that legal costs for
an inquiry which took five
months and five hearings, re-
sulting in a decision that still
does not address a fundamen-
tal system failure, and I have
to ask why we pay the Victo-

drain on locals

Residents say they want
to know what other solu-
tions have been explored
and are awaiting notification
of the next council meeting
to discuss the future of the
Melbourne Hill Road drainage
proposal.

Manningham CEO Joe Car-
bone said, “Officers have
been investigating the issues
raised by residents about
the initial drainage proposal

¢ and are in the process of ar-

ranging another public meet-
ing.” He added that the first
stage of the survey is nearing
completion and that affected
residents would be informed
about the next meeting once
a date is set.

Melbourne Hill Road res-
ident Andrea de Boer com-
mented: “It seems incongru-
ous that council had identified
this problem long before it
was raised with residents,
invested significant ratepay-
er funds into investigating
solutions, but did not allocate
sufficient funds to address the
solution.”

Michelle Pini

rian Electoral Commission so
much if they can’t ensure a
lawful process?”

In speaking with the Diary,
Bob Beynon said his motiva-
tion in bringing the objection
was to uphold voters’ rights
to a fair election.

“I am disappointed that in
the final wash-up, Mullum
Mullum Ward records will con-
tinue to reflect David Muscat’s
521 ineligible votes.

“However, my objection did
draw attention to flaws in the
Local Government Act which
allowed this candidate to
appear on the ballot in spite
of his criminal convictions.”

Mr Beynon pointed out that
magistrate Michael Smith had
made recommendations to
state government for chang-
es to Local Government Act
(1989) after the last two elec-
tions.

He said he would not appeal
the magistrate’s decision but
was hopeful that “measures
would be taken in future to
prohibit a repeat of these
circumstances”.

=
Arbor Pro

SOLUTIONS

A Passion For Tree Care

<= Tree Removal

= Pruning

<= Weight Reduction
<= Fully Insured

Tree & Stump
Removals

0487 197 986

< Stump Removal

= Hedging

<= Replanting

< Pensioner Discounts

= Mulch & Firewood Sales

0488 994 669 /> 9844 3906
zbudsandabafrow@gmaﬁmm

-

Carter At

Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities — hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

0418 357 282

NEIL CARTER

LAURIE AND ZARRO
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS
Lic. No 39821

Licensed Plumber,

Gasfitter & Drainer

Roof / Guttering Repairs
Water Pipe Renewals
Sewer Connections
Burst Pipes — Drainage
Gas Fitting
Hot Water Systems

FREEQUOTES |
Paul 0409 706 719 i

3

MASTER SUILDERS

TRUEWQOQD Design

Sustainable

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

§. Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119

EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au
www.truewood.com.au

tor Local Quality Workmanship with Oy
www.warrandyteextensions.com.au

Registered Building Practioner Hi

WARRANDYTE

EXTENSIONS

Renovations * Kitchens * Bathrooms
Phone Andrew on 9844 0068 or 0411114 012

ver 30 Years Trade Experience

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

o Taxation Return Preparation
» Electronic Lodgement Service
o Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE

9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountanis




8 Warrandyte Diary

DO YOU NEED A

RELIABLE
PLUMBER

We arrive on time,
Blocked drains

EVERY TIME!

REASONSTO CALLUS  Hotwaterservices O
< Fast and friendly service Taps and toilets G O O f f
< 24/7 emergency service Gas fitting . R et
< Local, licensed and insured plumbers SPRTSYRIR .
All general plumbing » s
S ——- entire bill now at
< We treat your home as if it were our own . B *
< Family owned business with over V l I M
17 years experience l a ex I C a n a
98UM444

R H2-PrO

avd mbing

Villa

Mexicena

Mexican Resiaurani and Bar

www.villamexicana.com.au

v 100% guarantee on work
< Easily book or enquire online

www.h2pro.com.au

Discover Village Primary School

The Warrandyte Traders wish
every Mum a Happy Mother’s Day

On Sunday May 12 make sure you enjoy all |
that Warrandyte has to offer: great coffee, great shopping, 4

| Discover why Village School is an exceptional choice ; : :
' for vour child’s education : great food, great atmosphere and live music. i
! . ]\ ’ © s J il v

! Free Horse and Cart Rides 11.00am-1.00pm

4 (departing near the Stonehouse Gallery).

| call 9726 4766. {4 Scrimshaw Four will be playing from 11.00am-1.00pm
' at Warrandyte Cafe ( opposite the Police Station)

| For'a regular tour or to arrange a private tour please

TSI

The Red Hot Jigglers Jazz Band will be playing 11.00am-1.00pm

NEXT TOURS u at Ratty and Moles Riverbank Antiques
Jordyn and a guitarist will be performing
Tuesday 14 May \g i 7o /. 57 )  a 1 at the Roundabout Cafe for your enjoyment.

Tuesday 11 June

Village School Every Sunday is Mother’s Day in Warrandyte

9-13 Holloway Road, Croydon North | www.villageschool.vic.edu.au : g Check us out at Warr andytecom
- —— e ‘Jg




Splendid heritage:Warrandyte Mechanics Institute Hall

Hall is part of our heritage

By PAT ANDERSON

THE theme for the 2013 Na-
tional Trust Heritage Festival
is “Community Milestones”.

In keeping with this theme,
the Warrandyte Mechanics
Institute and Arts Associa-
tion will help celebrate the
2013 Heritage Festival with
an exhibition and open day on
Sunday, May 19.

The Warrandyte Mechanics’
Institute has played a signif-
icant role in the community
since its original establish-
ment in 1882 in the old school-
house.

When mechanics’ institutes
subsequently started to build
halls, one was built in Warran-
dyte on the river side of Yarra
Street and was opened in 1890.

This became a centre for
community functions, some
of which were fund-raisers to
help pay off its creditors.

As the community grew, the
original hall became too small

so it was sold in 1925 to help
finance a new, larger hall on
the corner of Yarra Street and
Mitchell Avenue, its current
position. From its opening
in 1928 to the 1950s, the new
hall was a venue for weddings,
meetings, balls, weekly mov-
ing pictures, bushfire relief
and tennis club fundraising
euchre parties. The head-
quarters for the Warrandyte
Fire Brigade were built on hall
land in 1965.

From the 1960s onwards, the
hall trustees found it increas-
ingly difficult to maintain the
hall as its regular use declined.
The hall's salvation was the
Warrandyte Arts Association,
which had formed in the mid
1950s.

The association promoted
theatrical productions, con-
certs and exhibitions of arts
and crafts in the hall. Some
members lent sums of money
to help maintain the hall, as

Kids work for Fairtrade

Manningham council is appeal-
ing to local kids to train their
parents to choose Fairtrade
goods when they go shopping.

This initiative is part of Fair-
trade Fortnight, running until
May 19. Young people are be-
ing asked to encourage their
parents to swap a product for
a Fairtrade one, snap a photo
and send it to council.

“Ten Village Cinema Gold
Class tickets are up for grabs
for just proving that your par-
ent has swapped to at least one
Fairtrade product,” a council
spokesperson told the Diary.

“It could be anything from
coffee to chocolate.”

The competition is open
for young people aged 13 to
18 who either live or attend
school in Manningham. The
photo will be uploaded to
Manningham council's Face-
book page.

“The use of Fairtrade prod-
ucts helps to ensure that
small-scale farmers and plan-
tation workers across the
world have safe working con-
ditions, receive a fair price
for their crops and labour
and are helped to develop
the skills they need to create
a sustainable business envi-
ronment,” the spokesperson
said. “Fairtrade agriculture is
also considered to be a more
ecologically sustainable form
of production.”

Manningham mayor, Cr Jen-
nifer Yang said, “We know that
many students are keen to
ensure that they are making
socially responsible decisions
when it comes to buying prod-
ucts and so getting involved in
Fairtrade Fortnight is a great
way to demonstrate their
commitment.

“Parents, however, are most
likely to be making the weekly
purchases and so we need the
help of our younger residents
to keep the momentum going
in the Fairtrade campaign
by ‘training’ their parents to
choose Fairtrade products.

“In this year, 2013, we hope
to encourage 200 residents to
pledge to choosing Fairtrade
products; for 10 new busi-
nesses to start selling Fair-
trade products and for three
community organisations to
sign up and offer the choice
of Fairtrade products within
their organisation’s activities.

“Council is pleased to play
our part in promoting the
importance of Fairtrade prod-
ucts and also equality and fair-
ness in international trading
structures.

“So take your photo, jump
online, submit it and vote for
your favourite.

“Every person who supports
the campaign will help our
community become accredit-
ed by Fairtrade.”

the original hall trustees had
done for the first hall.

The final milestone came in
1986 when the Warrandyte
Mechanics Institute and the
Warrandyte Arts Association
were formally amalgamated
at a public meeting, with the
combined goals of fostering
the arts in the community and
maintaining the hall for the
community.

Since then, major resto-
ration has been undertaken,
with re-stumping, re-plaster-
ing, re-roofing, re-painting in-
side and outside, ramp access
through a garden dedicated
to a key volunteer, the late Pi
Beecham, re-development of
the toilet facilities, the addi-
tion of water tanks and a rear
deck, heating and cooling and
stage improvement.

The list goes on as work
continues and the cost of util-
ities and insurance continues
to grow.

None of this would have
been possible without the
fundraising efforts of the
various groups of WMI&AA,
fund-raising concerts, pro-
ductions and, in particular,
the money raised annually by
the Theatre Company from its
immensely popular Festival
Follies.

Some of these projects have
also been assisted by grants
from the Bendigo Bank, Man-
ningham council and the Vic-
torian government communi-
ty fund.

® Everyone is invited to
celebrate Heritage Week and
community milestones in War-
randyte when the hall doors
open on Sunday, May 19 from
10am to 4pm, for an exhibition
of paintings, pottery and craft
from current members and a
small exhibition of the history
of WMI&AA. Entry is free and
many items on display will be
available for sale.

School cash boost

Primary schools in Warran-
dyte will receive $263,000
from the state government for
urgently needed maintenance
work.

This was announced by Ed-
ucation Minister Martin Dixon
and MP for Warrandyte Ryan
Smith recently. Andersons
Creek Primary School will
receive $104,272 and War-
randyte Primary will receive
$158,767.

Mr Dixon said a compre-
hensive maintenance audit of
more than 27,000 school build-
ings was carried out last year,
fulfilling an election promise.

“The government is commit-
ted to better building manage-
ment in all of thel539 govern-
ment schools,” Mr Dixon said.

“The independent mainte-
nance audit has given us a
clear and consistent picture
of school maintenance re-
quirements so that funding is
allocated to schools most in
need of repair or rebuilding.

“All Victorian government
schools will achieve a higher
standard of buildings and in-
frastructure, ensuring a qual-
ity educational environment
for children in metropolitan
and regional Victoria.

“The government is develop-
ing a long-term project pipe-
line and a more transparent
funding process so schools
have more certainty when

planning their infrastructure
investments.”

Ryan Smith said the funding
announcement is of great
benefit to the community of
Warrandyte. “This is money
that will directly benefit the
students and teachers in War-
randyte’s primary schools.”

This is the first time addi-
tional state government fund-
ing for maintenance has been
awarded to Anderson’s Creek
Primary School since 2004-05.
Warrandyte Primary School
has not received additional
maintenance funding since
the 1990s.

“They're fair dinkum about
this Fairtrade, Ock!”

You’re in safe hands

PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Counselling, Hypnotherapy & NLP

Liz Stilwell

Dip.OT, Dip.Clin.Hyp, Master NLP
15 years full time experience, now based inWarrandyte

www.stilwellinhealch.com

Phone 041 5665 822

* Natural Looking Dentures
« Relines and Repairs

Experience The Difference

» Laminated Mouthguards
« On The Spot Health Claims

to receive your free consuitation

Contact
Jacqueline Bell

cal: 9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au
I | Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte 3113

DIARY MINI ADS

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings,
namings and renewals. All areas.
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726.
www.bruceshand.com.au

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70
years young. 3000 weddings. Still
going strong. John Byrne 9844
2155, 0418 995 189.

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT
Weddings, namings and funerals.
Personalised service. Suzie Gordon
0457 084 467.

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely, in style and comfort.
Airporttransfers, Parties, Weddings.
City and Suburb to Suburb. Up to
6 passengers & luggage. Cali Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.

FAX MACHINE/PHOTOCOPIER
Ricoh 44101 Super G3. Ex-
Warrandyte Diary — $100. Phone
9844 0555.

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943
or leave a message on 9722 2592

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 32 yrs. (Autocad 25yrs).
Ring lan 0401 050 191.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS
Beautiful panels for doors and
windows; natural themes and small
panels a speciaity. Free quotes.
Shan 9712 0024.

HOUSE PAINTING Call your local
painter for friendly and efficient
service. No job too small. Seniors
discount available. Phone Clint’'s
Progressive Painting Service 9844
4969 or 0424 731 830.

YOGA NORTH WARRANDYTE
Experienced teacher. Tuesday
9am, Thursday 7.30pm, Saturday
Yoga & Pilates Sam. Call Robyn
0422 264 065.

ARTTHERAPIST/COUNSELLOR/
TAROT First session - locals 50%
discount. Call Radhika 0403 285
538 www.soulartcounselling.com.

WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest
way to send your message to the
Warrandyte community. $5.50for4
lines, then $1 each additional line,
prepaid. Phone 9844 0555.

Halls for Hire

Uniting Church Hali
Anglican Church Hall
Mechanics Hall

9844 3547
9844 2193
0408 443 368
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Anzac Day: Warrandyte rememibers
those who made supreme sacrifice

By MITCHELL HALL
A\

NZAC Day is a time of re-
membrance, one of grat-
itude to the many who
- served and especially in
¢S memory of those who
didn’t return.

It is an emotional time for all
those involved in services through-
out Australia. Yet, as was evident in
Warrandyte on the day, it was also
a happy occasion, one celebrated
for what we as a nation gained, not
just mourned for what we lost.

Friends and family welcomed
each other with fond greetings and
warm embraces. In recent years,
the weather has proved unsympa-
thetic to both those who march
and onlookers alike. This year how-
ever, it turned out to be a rather
warm and sunny day, which reflect-
ed the general mood.

It was encouraging to see so

many young people marching. It
gives a sense of reassurance that
the tradition will be carried on for
future generations.

Bill Matthewson, there with the
Bellbird Singers, said: “It spans the
generations... There's a real mix-
ture of ages, that’s what’s so great
about it.”

Bill said that the most important
part of Anzac Day was singing
“Advance Australia Fair”, as it
reminds us what we were fighting
for, not just that we fought. It also
emphasises the homage we pay to
those who fell in service for their
country.

The service is an emotional event,
one where songs are performed
by the Bellbird Singers, John By-
rne leads the prayer and tears are
shed.

But remembrance isn’t always
so sorrowful, as demonstrated at

the RSL clubrooms later. Remem-
brance is also expressed with cel-
ebration, friends getting together
and sharing a laugh over drinks. It
is a celebration of life and of pride,
the pride that the diggers felt when
they answered the call.

We come together to remember
what they risked for our happiness
and our security, and what they
gave, so that we would have the
opportunity to laugh and celebrate
and spend time with our family and
friends.

I was lucky enough to speak to
Ben Jones at the RSL, one of War-
randyte’s favourite veterans, and
he was also happy to see so many
young people marching.

“I'm pleased to see so many kids
turn up. I sell the poppies, and it’s
surprising to see how many young
folks buy them.” He also comment-
ed on the number of people attend-

ing this year, “I tell you, there’s a
bigger crowd each time.”

When asked to comment on the
most important part of the service,
Ben said, “The minute of silence,”
as it gives us that important mo-
ment to reflect on the actions, ser-
vice and sacrifice so many made to
ensure the safety of their home and
all the friends and family they left
behind when they shipped out, all
in an effort to stop the conflict from
ever reaching our shores.

Ben also told me about his family,
his children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, who alternate-
ly march alongside him.

“They take it in turns to march
with me. They have to toss a coin,
saying ‘it’s your turn’, or ‘it's my
turn,” you know.”

Taking it in turns has become a
necessity, as his family could well
make up half the procession if they

all marched with Ben at once. “One
day, I had 39 of them!”
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A glimpse of village life. (Pictures by Cherie Moselen)
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Robin Atkinson, Tinku from Prabhat Alloi Foundation, Maxine Chapman and Cherie Moselen.
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Warrandyte women in WWest Bengal

By CHERIE MOSELEN
VER a decade of close
/_\ involvement with War-
(53 randyte’s Neighbourhood
\ House has afforded me

a number of communi-
ty-focused opportunities, however |
never thought it would lead me to a
small village in India!

As part of its aspiration to define
community globally as well as local-
ly, WNH periodically raises funds in
support of Prabhat Alloi Inc., a char-
itable organisation that aids a foun-
dation dedicated to improving lives
in several villages in West Bengal.

The organisation’s director, Mel-
bourne woman Shivanii Cameron,
has been taking people to this very
poor part of the world, giving them
an opportunity to volunteer with the
foundation.

Earlier this year, three local women
—Maxine Chapman, Robin Atkinson
and myself—travelled to West Bengal
for a cultural exchange that took us
by boat to an island in the Sundar-
bans, north to the temple town of
Bodh Gaya and ultimately to the
village of Dabar for almost a month.

This journey begins with our arriv-
al in Kolkata (Calcutta).

However, one doesn’t land in West
Bengal's capital city. With an urban
agglomeration of just over 15 million
people, Calcutta lands on top of
you—Ilike an avalanche.

Bodies, beggars, bikes, stinking
rubbish and starving dogs, its streets
are not for the faint-hearted, or the
cleanliness obsessed.

Yet for the open-minded, Calcutta’s
dirty sidewalks are a kaleidoscopic
delight.

Pomegranates like fat pink jewels,
lime and chilli good luck charms dan-
gling above mustard-covered steps.
Like watching colours materialise
from a magician’s hanky trick, it's
impossible not to be mesmerised as
a first-time tourist in India.

Each morning, loudspeakers—the
early muezzin call to prayer—ush-
ered in the waking sounds of this
well-worn city to our hotel rooms,
and the chaotic tempo of motorcycle
horns and rickshaw bells carried us

through our daily sightseeing.

A visit to the Kali Temple almost
set us back $45 each (the minimum
“donation” apparently for a few
blessings from a spiritual guide);
needless to say, we might hail from
a small town but didn't come down
in the last shower!

Really, a rickshaw wallah—argu-
ably doing one of the most physically
demanding jobs available—earns
only a couple of dollars on a good
day.

Travel is an adjustment of both the
physical and the emotional. We were
warned that beds in Indian hotels
are hard, but seriously, mine must
have been a chopping board in a
previous life.

Because comfort food is to a trav-
eller what a chiropractor is to a bad
back, most Westerners find their way
pretty quickly to Sudder Street and
Calcutta’s version of tea and toast.
Banana bread with chia—a culinary
oasis amongst curried everything,
and a bargain at 25 rupees (less than
50 cents).

We picked up Bengali for words like
“slowly” (in the hope that our taxi
drivers might respond) and slowly
got over dropping our used teacups
on the ground, powerless to do
much other than add to Calcutta’s
waste-challenged environment.

A bigger test for me centred on not
letting any tiny but possibly malar-
ia-charged mosquitoes, and India's
overt patriarchy, get under my skin.

West Bengal's ruling political al-
liance currently has a female chief
minister—India had a female prime
minister as early as 1966—yet gender
inequality is endemic.

Men will cut in front of women to
be served preferentially and push an
already seated female out into the
aisle on a six-hour train journey. |
know because I sat behind her.

No surprise that a 2011 Reuters
global poll considered India the
“fourth most dangerous place” in the
world for women, if the impulse to
protect is linked to gender respect.

Seeing so many outstretched
hands, in the face of my decision
not to put money into them, was also

tough going.

There’s powerful pressure emotion-
ally to participate in the culture of
begging that many consider cloaks
India in shame. And the sobering
presence of one frail old woman
wrapped in a thin blanket... Well,
let's just say I gave away those early
convictions along with several ru-
pees more than once.

Ms Cameron recommends a peri-
od of “cultural awakening” before
volunteering in the village. When it
comes to having one’s eyes opened
it doesn’t get any more real than
West Bengal.

A cramp of bodies fights for sur-
vival against the backdrop of dust,
drought, and socio-economic stag-
nation that typically defines India’s
third poorest state.

Prabhat Alloi Foundation assists
several villages in the state’s Purulia
district, with a focus on giving them
a hand up, rather than a handout.

Our base, and comfortable home,
was a three-storey house in Dabar—
pronounced “da-boar”. (This phonic
deviation proved to be the wrecking
ball in our attempts to construct a
coherent sentence in Bengalil)

Mostly living in mud huts, around
700 villagers hand-thresh rice and
fetch their cows and goats in at night
as they have done for hundreds of
years.

For three weeks, our host Tinku
and his family wove us into the nar-
rative of their daily lives.

We ate one-handed, danced at a
festival, witnessed a funeral and re-
ceived blessings from snake charm-
ers using deadly snakes!

Headman of three villages and the
foundation's creator, Tinku's hospi-
tality and commitment to our daily
care was extraordinary.

He produced a tin of baked beans
when | was desperate for a taste of
home and even booked facials for us
at a men'’s hair salon in town—the
“Lucky Saloon”. (Although, it was a
bit “wild-west” climbing into a bar-
ber’s chair for a beauty treatment,
as evidenced by photos of us that
rival zombie close-ups!)

During the voluntary week, | spent

my time conducting interviews for
the purpose of writing about Pra-
bhat Alloi Inc., its support of the
foundation in India, and the vision
this partnership is committed to
fulfilling.

As a blueprint for “making a differ-
ence” the participatory ethos of the
work is inspiring.

It was particularly gratifying to see
the finished prosthetics factory—
the concrete result of Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House's targeted
fundraising.

Of the many worthwhile projects,
like support for a leprosy village,
children’s home, brickworks, village
bank and medical centre, one stands
out particularly: the tuition centre
for junior students.

Education is the Holy Grail in West
Bengal, as indeed all impoverished
nations, because it is the key to
transforming opportunities.

Built several years ago, the tuition
centre in Dabar provides necessary
curriculum support to around 180
children, six days a week.

Both Robin and Maxine volun-
teered at the centre as English lan-
guage facilitators.

“Our first group contained 24 very
enthusiastic eight to nine-year old
boys,” Maxine Chapman said.

“Written English is taught to
some degree at nearby government
schools but there is virtually no op-
portunity to speak it, so we designed
activities that were simple and fun.

“Playing Bingo with a language
barrier meant that our pleas to ‘stop’
and ‘wait’ had little effect! But after
a while, once we arranged smaller
groups, the children made signifi-
cant advances not only in speaking
English but most importantly in
confidence to have a go.”

Robin Atkinson found the children
delightful—especially the ei%ll\t boys
and girls from the Children’s Home—
their friendship, inquisitiveness and
exuberance for life, refreshing.

“I had the Prlvilege of being part of
a wonderful trip to see the work of
the Prabhat Alloi Foundation.

“Maxine and I loved the cute little
school, just a short walk through the

village, but it was the leprosy village
that touched my heart,” Robin said.

“Leprosy has now been eradicated,
but 48 men and women still live alone
in a village, largely uncared for. That
has changed with the foundation’s
involvement and they can live out
their last days in peace and dignity
without having to beg.

“Rice is bought for them by a
sponsor in Australia and they now
grow their own vegetables—a proj-
ect where a small amount of money
makes a huge difference to many.”

Like West Bengal itself, the trip was
intense—measured in part by diffi-
culties associated with grumbling
tummies—but when it comes to rat-
ing an authentic travel experience we
all agreed with Robin: “We wouldn’t
have missed it for the world.”

Even though we almost got fleeced
at the Kali Temple, the Bengali spirit
of generosity is irresistible—a con-
tradiction, but that’s India for you!

Many of the villagers we came to
know, both men and women, were
shy or suspicious and hardened by
their existence. However, they fed
us, shared intimate family stories
and handed over their babies for a
cuddle.

Like the lotus floating in Purulia’s
muddy ponds, this willingness to
open up to three strangers from
Warrandyte, despite a large cultural
divide, was a beautiful thing.

As one would expect, we came
home with incredible photos. But
the image that sticks with me isn't
the iconic Indian beauty in her glam-
orous sari, or the suffering beggar on
the street. It's a tee shirt slogan that
murders the Queen’s English in the
most endearing way.

“See you later, isn't it?"

West Bengal proved amusing,
amazing and above all, unforgettable.

® For enquiries about Prabhat
Alloi, please visit the website www.
prabhatalloi.org/

® To hear more about the trip,
“Warrandyte Women in West Bengal”
will be the tﬂ)ic of Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House's Tuesday Lunch
Group on June 4. Please contact
WNH on 9844 1839 for further details.



& Warrandyte traders and shoppers have officially
aid ‘No’ to plastic carry bags wrththe malonty

»
Remembe"ng to Shﬂp in our community now usmg thelr own recyclable

o ATAEEM & G RRRNE P : shopping bags. The next challenge is to develop
WIth giﬁi g @Wﬂ Tﬁcyiéﬁble bagS the habit of always shopping with recyclable bags.
- ’ l © Keep them where you'll remember them.

IS“ t a WayS easy- Remember too, bigdegradable plastic bags are
no substitute - most never completely break down,
instead they enter thefood chain of animals and
are produced with fossil fuels,

“® A little effort means a lot to the environment.
Remind yourself why you are changing to
recyclable carry bags - a plastic bag free
community means less pollution of our
environment and less harm to wildlife and
is one small step towards reducing
earth-warnﬂng"fo’s;{til fuel emissions.
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Anderson’s Creek Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms

Pri ma ry SChOO| 2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte

9844 3766 - 9844 1943

Wednesday 22 May

Open Day 9am-12.30pm

Open Night 6pm-7.30pm
School Tours 10am, 2.30pm i
Prep 2014 Information Session 6.30pm

New doctors
now taking new patients

Dr Damneet Sekhon
Dr Aman Sekhon
Dr Olivia Rimington
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see
her regular patients

OPEN

Monday to Friday - 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday - 9am to 12pm




The Victorian Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development will be promoting
public education across the state during
Education Week, held in 2013 from May 19

to 25. Diary reporter CHERIE MOSELEN gets
ahead of the curve and looks at education
through a local lens that covers three tiers of

schooling in Warrandyte.

S parents and guard-

ians of our children'’s

futures we are faced

with numerous consid-

erations, the question
of schooling being one of the most
deliberated.

What makes for a “good” school?
Which one will best unlock our
child’s potential?

Warrandyte parent of two daugh-
ters in Year 8 and Grade 5, David
Parkin, told the Diary that choosing
a school was a significant decision
for his family.

“We moved to Warrandyte specif-
ically to raise our kids here and it
never occurred to us that we would
export them to other communities
for their formal education.

“As a family, we feel that the best
interests of our girls are served by
their community and that includes
the local education system.”

Educational institutions deliver
variable outcomes depending on
things like socio-economic makeup,
budget, quality of teaching, and
the degree to which their visions
for learning—whether favouring a
known pathway or one of trending
innovation—are carried out.

Some believe, like David Parkin,
that along with these factors sup-
port from and healthy interaction
with community is indispensable to
a school’s success.

One of the defining characteris-
tics of Warrandyte’s pre-schools,
primary schools and single high
school is that they share coopera-
tive relationships with each other,
reflecting the collaborative quality
of the community around them.

North Warrandyte’s Yarra Warra
Pre-school teacher, Connie Solty,
told the Diary this inter-connection
is something she directly encour-

Warrandyte
High School

lore: Going to

ages.

“We share a ‘back to kinder’ day
with Andersons Creek Primary
and Warrandyte High School. Kids
come and kick the footy with our
little ones.”

“We visit both primary schools,
buy an icy pole along the way and
walk along the river. These excur-
sions promote a sense of belonging
as the children progress.”

Recently achieving an overall
rating of “Exceeding” National
Quality Frameworks, Yarra Warra is
seen as one of the “lighthouse” pre-
schools in the state.

Mrs Solty credits the communi-
ty-based program, which features
the Yarra, local landmarks and
schools and families, as playing a
vital role in this outcome.

“The children explore native ani-
mals and mini-beasts through our
Bush Kinder, indigenous art and
culture, and sustainable living, so
that learning at Yarra Warra reso-
nates with the surrounding area,”
Mrs Solty said.

Warrandyte and District Pre-
school, situated in the heart of
Warrandyte, is also part of a nat-
ural setting with well-resourced
facilities.

Director Veronica Pedersen
described the pre-school as “a
friendly, community-based group
committed to providing a warm,
caring and positive experience,”
and credited it with having offered

a high quality educational program
for over 70 years.

“We have embedded the Victorian
Early Learning and Development
Framework in our program, which
emphasises and develops a child’s
sense of belonging and connected-
ness, beginning with family, then
community and flowing on through
pre-school and beyond,” said Mrs
Pedersen.

“Our passionate and dedicated
educators, who network closely
with local child care centres, pre-
schools and primary schools, help
our children become happy, confi-
dent, eager learners ready to em-
brace the challenges of school life.”

Recently celebrating its 150th
anniversary, Warrandyte Prima-
ry School values the active role
it plays within the community,
encouraging strong partnerships
between parents and staff with a
high level of parent participation
on school council.

The school espouses the motto
“arich past, a school of the future”,
and advocates that the “rich” part
doesn’t just include an impressive
historic legacy.

“We place a strong emphasis on
the richness of the arts, and our
students are involved in choirs,
bush bands, instrumental groups,
and community visual art events,”
said principal Gill Binger.

“Warrandyte Primary School pro-
motes high student engagement

and positive behaviours by embed-
ding values of CARE—creativity,
achievement, respect and encour-
agement—in its curriculum.”

Today, school curriculums are
extensive, offering young people
learning choices that broaden their
interests in community and global
citizenship. Topics like sustainabili-
ty now feature prominently in many
school programs.

Warrandyte Primary commits to
sustainable goals in biodiversity,
water, waste and energy, with an
aim of increasing indigenous flora
corridors within school grounds.
Its sustainability centre hosts hens,
a worm farm, and herb and vegeta-
ble gardens.

“As a government school we
offer a balanced curriculum that
keeps up with changing dynamics
in information and communication
technology. We use computers,
iPads and interactive whiteboards,”
Principal Binger said.

She emphasised that along with
technology comes responsibility
and cited “cyber-safety” as one of
the school’s focuses for the year,
adding that all students participate
in safety programs.

Like its counterpart, Andersons
Creek Primary School (ACPS) also
teaches and encourages sustain-
ability.

Many grade 4-6 children have
become part of Anderson Creek
Primary’s sustainability leadership
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Anderson’s Creek
Primary School

school In Warrandyte

team, a group that meet regularly
to discuss initiatives including: so-
lar panels, rubbish-free lunch day,
recycling, tree planting and water
saving.

NDERSONS Creek

school has a veggie

garden, maintained by

Grade 1 and 2 children,

its produce is distribut-
ed through the classroom, school
canteen and cooking club.

But the biggest impact, an ACPS
spokesperson told the Diary, has
come through a successful grant
application to the National Solar
Schools Program, which secured a
solar power system.

After analysis of recent electricity
bills, the school has lessened its re-
liance on the electricity grid by 86
per cent, reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and its carbon footprint.

Just as curriculum has broad-
ened, so too has the role of educa-
tors. Twenty-first century teachers
require strengths as facilitators,
also acting as chaperones for fami-
ly values.

At Andersons Creek, values are
built around respect, optimism, re-
sponsibility and honesty. Principal
Trevor Gibbs emphasised the im-
portance of skilled teaching when
he spoke to the Diary about the
responsibility of focusing on key
areas like literacy and numeracy,
without losing sight of the school’s

undertaking to celebrate what is
unique and special about individual
children.

“Andersons Creek along with War-
randyte Primary, are fortunate to
have two assistant principals who
have worked extensively within the
Manningham network as teaching
and learning coaches,” said Mr
Gibbs.

“The collegiality that exists be-
tween them is typical of the col-
laboration between Warrandyte's
schooling groups, to the point
where parents are encouraged
at open days for both primary
schools, to go and check out the
other one!

“Naturally, we value our teachers,
but ultimately schools are about
children. We encourage leadership
groups and student voice here at
Andersons Creek because I believe
the school truly belongs to its stu-
dents.”

As the only secondary school in
Warrandyte, principal Dr Stephen
Parkin realises the responsibility
he has in leading a school charged
with helping young adolescents—in
partnership with their parents—to
develop into tomorrow’s quality
citizens and leaders.

He spoke to the Diary about the
school’s focus, recent innovations
and past successes, and the mu-
tual relationship Warrandyte High
School enjoys with its community.

“They say ‘it takes a village to

raise a child'—in the case of War-
randyte, a community—so I cannot
overstate the importance of the
role that pre-school and primary
education plays in the development
of our students,” Dr Parkin said.
“And you can add to that the con-
tribution of sporting clubs, youth
and service clubs, and community
groups.”

Warrandyte High develops
partnerships with local primary
schools and pre-schools and pro-
vides facilities for local theatre
groups, sporting clubs and special
interest groups. In 2012/2013 all
these facilities—theatre, gym-
nasium, oval—underwent major
upgrades.

Dr Parkin described the school’s
focus as “achieving the best educa-
tional outcomes for all students”,
and said that the school needs to
know all its students and how they
learn. Just as it needs to under-
stand the world in which they live
and the future needs of the world
in which they will work.

To facilitate this, he advocates
that teachers challenge themselves
and improve their practice through
innovation and the development of
professional partnerships.

One recent partnership involves a
project called “Big History”.

“We are a pilot school in The Big
History Project which was started
by Bill Gates of Microsoft fame, and
David Christian, Macquarie Univer-

sity, to enable the global teaching
of big history,” he said.

It is a course that covers history
from the big bang through to the
present in an interdisciplinary way.
The Big History Project “is dedicat-
ed to fostering a greater love and
capacity for learning among high
school students”.

Warrandyte High has recently re-
structured its senior school to pro-
vide Year 10 students full access to
VCE and VET studies.

According to Dr Parkin, this excit-
ing innovation has led to all Year 10
students taking up at least one VCE
or VET subject with a significant
number taking two subjects.

Dr Parkin commented on the suc-
cess enjoyed by senior students in
the field of Interactive Digital-Media
and said that later in the year the
school expects to complete the
building of a video and audio ed-
iting suite, which will imbed this
technology throughout the curricu-
lum at all year levels.

Looking back, the principal spoke
of the school’s consistency in
achieving excellent VCE results and
mentioned its record of individual
excellence awards in Top Designs,
Top Arts, National Vocational and
Training and Perfect Scores of 50,
among others.

Looking to the future, Dr Parkin
expressed his determination that
Warrandyte High would continue to
contribute to the richness of War-

randyte and to play a part, where
possible, in the development of all
Warrandyte youth, whether they
attend the high school or not.

As platforms for learning change
with advances in technology, the
debate about schooling will diver-
sify. But what won't change are the
serious hours parents will continue
to spend considering educational
choices for their children

“As a parent in Warrandyte | am
proud of local education,” said
David Parkin. “Sure, things aren’t
always perfect, but Warrandyte
schools are producing fine young
people.

“Sometimes the things you are
looking for are right there in front
of you.”

(Before going to press, Warran-
dyte Child Care Centre and Pre-
school had been contacted about
contributing to this article.)

@ As part of Education Week,
Warrandyte Primary Open Day
will be held on Wednesday, May 22
from 9am to 3.30 pm, Open Night
from 6.30 to 8.30 pm. A 2014 Prep
information evening will be held on
May 15 from 7 to 8 pm.

@ Andersons Creek Primary
School Open Day will be held on
Wednesday, May 22 from 9am to
12.30pm. Open Night from 6 to 7.30
pm, including a 2014 Prep informa-
tion evening.
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Billanook College

Mooroolbark

€€ Just 20 minutes”
fromthe centre
of Warrandyte??

( -' f Euses mn to B:llanook College from the Warrandyte EICE] Next College Tour :

An hdependent Co-educational Schocl & Saturday 22 June, 10.30am
Eaﬂ'y Learning to Year 12 Billanook College is an accredited

Land for Wildlife precinct

www.billanook.vic.edu.au

197 Cardigan Road Mooroolbark

Wishing all
mothers a Happy
Mothers Day

Enjoy the day with lunch
or dinner at Vanilla Orchid
on Sunday May 12. Full

a la carte menu including
delicious desserts — chilli
chocolate mousse, kaffir
lime panna cotta, coconut
custard and more...

c/fz'c[

THAI RESTAURANT

2 &
188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte = Phone 9844 5778
(opposite the Bakery) L
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the FOOdologist

WWw. quintonsiga.com.au

1/4@2 Warrandyte Road, WARRANDYTE VIC 3113
PH: 03-9844-3089
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4.5 tonne Excavator, |

Rock grab, 10m3

=
SIr excavations
EXCAVATOR - BOBCAT - TIPPER
ypes of Excavations, Driveways, Swimming Pools, Rock placement.

ner, Auger

lipper

LOCAL, HONEST and RELIABLE

a:vahoo.com.au

; 0417 006 769 or 9844 0482
|

A
Lalf

| Garden & Property Maintenance
Small Renovations
General Handyman
Concrefing, Paving &
Landscaping

BILL CONNOLLY

9879 9843
0449 904 060

earthpeople@bigpond.com

DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS

WARRANDYTE
x% GLASS

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower

screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

WARRANDYTE

WARDROBES

Spedialising in inbuilt
wardrobes and carpentry
More than 20 years
experience

FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE ARTHUR ON

04125505 85

PORT DOUGLAS

BEAUTIFUL PORE
“Shout Yourself to a Holiday”
APARTMENT - POOL — RESORT

2 bedroom fully self contained
2 min walk to famous 4 mile
beach, short walk to
Macrossan Street shops and
world class restaurants.

CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:
0409 359 240

Open Studio
Mothers Day weekend

11, 12 May 12-5pm
Ona & Syd

welcome you for a drink
and browse

=
e
£
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Cnr Henle
& Oxley Rds
Bend of Islands

Melway 24 F1

Diary Advertising: Call Briony 9844 0555

ROTTEN
WINDOWS =

Call David Wilkie
for Timber

Window Repairs

9844 5559

FREE QUOTES

1 - Bhava

Yoga, Meditation
& Creative Dance
Rel?ase your m"rss. Improve your
weli being. Calm your mind.

In serene surroundings.

Closses available for aduits
and children

Wendy Bradtke
& Gabrielle Boswell
Directors
54 West End Rd, Warrandyte
98441128
bhavacentre@gmail.com
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RE we really
old enough?”

“Probably,
butlcan’t see
myself enjoy-

ing all that ‘enforced jollity’.”

“But | would like to see
what it’s like to be ‘at sea’. We
missed that six week trip to
England when we were young
and this is the closest I'll get
to knowing what it’s like to be
on the high seas.”

“Well I don’t know if this is
the answer but I'm definitely
past roughing it in a two-man
tent!”

And so the conversations
ranged over several years.
Eventually, however, a deci-
sion was reached when our
good neighbours said they
were going and would we like
to join them. It took us a night
to think it over but by the
morning we had decided that
it was now or never.

The cruise around New Zea-
land, we decided, was a gentle
way into “cruising”. Thirteen
days isn't too long and if we
absolutely hated it, it would
be over soon enough. Also it
is dead easy. The ship leaves
from Station Pier, sails around
both islands, stopping at six
ports for a day’s sightseeing
in each and the day before
setting off back to Station Pier
is spent cruising through five
fiords, the last being Milford.
Also, it is very reasonably
priced.

The night before embarking,
we slept in Mont Albert so all
we had to do the following day
was walk 200 metres to White-

“We hit the end
of Cyclone
Sandra and our
two-day cross-
ing, despite
the 90 per cent
improvement
thanks to the
stabilisers, was
bloody rough...”

horse Road to catch the 109
tram that took us all the way
to Station Pier. Another 200
metres to drop off our cases at
the luggage truck and another
200 to get through Customs
and Immigration and we were
on board. So far it was a hell
of alot better than the difficult
and costly taxi ride to Tulla-
marine with three hours of
waiting before being jammed
into a pressurised flying cigar.

Now Herself and | are not
accustomed to luxury, either
at home or on holiday so
when we entered the ship it

cruise

was a bit of a shock. Perhaps
I need say no more than this.
The ship was designed and
made in Italy and there must
be several Italian marble quar-
ries, quarried out in order to
decorate our ship. Stained
glass, gold railings, floating,
spiral staircases, etched glass
balustrades, elaborately geo-
metric light fittings and plush
carpets all contributed to the
Art Deco style of the ship. At
first we were overwhelmed
and a bit shocked but after a
few days, | began to feel that
sometimes fantasy is fun.

Until we hit the Tasman Sea!
Now a friend, who is a master
mariner, nodded wisely when
we mentioned that it was
rough.

“Rough is normal but often
it gets bloody rough!”

We hit the end of Cyclone
Sandra and our two-day cross-
ing, despite the 90 per cent im-
provement thanks to the sta-
bilisers, was “bloody rough”.
Four hundred passengers
needed sea-sick injections and
five flew home as soon as we
reached Auckland. Thereafter,
however, we had calm, warm
and sunny weather for the rest
of the trip.

You don'’t get much of an op-
portunity to explore each city
but we'd been on a car tour of
NZ so that wasn't a problem.
That said, it's amazing how
much you can get done in the
eight or nine hours you have.
We went on organised tours,
hired cars twice and walked
around other cities. And let's
face it, Napier is not New York.
The cities are very manage-

e rough and smooth
a relaxing

able. The biggest problem is
remembering where you are.
You go to bed in Akaroa (near
Christchurch) and wake up in
Dunedin. All sailing between
ports is at night so getting
your head around where you
are can be challenging.

We were worried about the
dreaded “entertainment” but
we were staggered at how
professional and enjoyable
it was. There is that cliché,
“something for everyone”
and as much as | hate to say
it, it's true. You would be a
difficult person not to be able
to find something to see, do
or hear on the cruise. There
are two professional theatres
on board each complete with
whizzbang sound, lighting and
hydraulic staging.

We didn’t get to the night-
club, the casino or the spa
resort. After a day of activity
either on board or on land,
most of the passengers were
in their cabins, sorry, state-
rooms, by 23.00. The average
age was my age and you would
need to do the Caribbean or
the islands’ cruise to meet a
younger age group.

Would we do it again? We
had a wonderful time but
probably not. Perhaps a small-
er, interest-focused cruise
through the Baltic or parts
of the Med or Asia but we
were lucky with weather and
crowd and I'd like to keep the
memory golden.

And the highlight? The free
tram ride. Saturday going and
Good Friday coming home.

ROGER KIBELL

Everyone in Warrandyte
reads the Diary

For local advertising that works call Briony on 9844 0555




Gift a splash with the birds

Y husband’s na-

ture makes him

“a hard to buy

for” person. Gen-

erally, if he wants
something he gets it himself.
But one gift, several years
a,%o hit the spot.

t was just a shallow pot-
tery dish with a sturdy metal
stand, supported by a spike
driven into the ground; a bird-
bath, and we placed it close to
a Melaleuca tree outside our
dining room window.

It took some time for local
birds to find their way to this
simple spa. Early arrivals
were Noisy Miners. While
plain looking and a bit bossy,
their antics were entertaining.
There were also crows, more
properly called Australian
Ravens.

They were not so welcome
as they came carrying slic-
es of stale bread in their
beaks. They had picked
them up from the garden of a
well-meaning, but misguided,
neighbour who thought leav-
ing bread out for the birds
was a good thing.

The birds would dip their
bread in the water to soften
it before eating and the water
was inevitably fouled with big
doughy blobs while chunks of
bread were scattered round
about. This human food not
only encourages many of the
less desirable birds such as
Indian Mynahs, but is not a
healthy food for our native
birds.

The biggest birds to visit
are Currawongs, that thrash
about and leave an empty
dish. The smallest were beau-
tiful Pardalotes that visited
the birdbath and also nested
in holes in our eaves. They
were areal joy to watch. Sadly
they have not been seen since
a neighbourhood cat started
appearing in our garden.

Our most recent welcome
guests have been Rosel-
las. Rosellas are part of the
broad tailed parrot group. In
fact their genus Platycercus

By LINDA ROGAN

means flat or broad tailed (as
in Platypus).

First we saw the bright red
and blue colours of local
Crimson Rosellas. These are
the most widely spread of
the blue-cheeked rosellas,
with their distribution in
south-eastern South Australia,
Victoria, coastal New South
Wales and into south-eastern
Queensland. Other colour
forms are found along the
Murray and near Adelaide.
Although they seem to prefer
to live in older, wetter forests,
they are also found near hu-
man habitation from the tree
line to the coast.

They now seem fairly com-
mon in our suburban area
and are bold enough in our

birdbath to allow close ob-
servation and also to chase
off the noisy miners.

Our favourite bather has
definitely been the Eastern
Rosella. It's glorious red face,
white cheeks and green, blue
and black patterned body is
striking in its beauty. In real
life this upstages the creature
on the sauce bottle. Unex-
pectedly, these vivid colours
and their broken pattern are
quite effective camouflage
when the birds feed amongst
the grasses. They mainly feed
on seeds, fruits, buds, flowers
and insects.

Cautious at our birdbath,
they arrive near the top of
the Melaleuca, usually two
but occasionally three. One,
often the female, works its
way down through the twigs
to a spot above the bath then
stops to have a good look
around.

If either of them detect any

movement by us as we watch,
they quickly fly away. Once
they are satisfied, one jumps
into the bath, has another
look around, then ducks its
head and becomes a blur of
feathers and water. It may
repeat this action several
times before giving way to its
companion.

On one recent occasion |
was able to grab my camera
and creep up military-style
without disturbing them. With
patience (something | have in
limited supply in this comput-
er driven age) | was rewarded
with photos of not one bather
but a couple, male and female.
I've read that Eastern Rosel-
las mate for life. Young are
distinguished by their yellow
or orange beak colour that
changes to off-white when
mature. They are beautiful in
all their stages.

This birdbath has been a gift
that keeps on giving.

Gnocchiand exploding duck

HERE are two

kinds of people in

this world: those

who’ve made gn-

occhi, and those
who haven't. Until last night
I was most definitely a “have
not”. For years, the idea had
merely hovered—after all,
fresh gnocchi is a frequent
choice when | eat out—but
it's never hard to think up
something quicker and easier
to make at home.

This morning | awoke to
find myself firmly in the other
camp. Somewhat surprising,
then, that I found the kitchen
sparkling clean. The memory
of scrubbing it—first from top
to bottom then again from
wall to wall—must've been
erased overnight. Post-gnoc-
chi, it'd resembled a battle
zone, and no doubt it was that
aspect that had dominated
my dreams. To quote Barry
Humpbhries, it had been “a
picture no artist could paint!”

A sink piled high with large
potato-infested saucepans;

otato-smeared colanders; a

yer of flour thickly coating
the draining board; toma-
to-coloured splats flung far
and wide by an enthusiasti-

cally simmering pot of Napoli
sauce; a little food processor,
disembowelled, every orifice
jammed with potato of every
consistency (and all of it
rapidly turning to concrete);
flour-coated stirring spoons,
kltchen knives, nutmeg-grat-

... there were even little
blobs of shredded potato on
the windowpane. Like nearly
everything else, including me,
the taps were shrouded by a
thick coating of sticky goo. I'd
had to appeal to my good man
for urgent assistance with the
flour canister, the measuring
cup, the egg ...

I have heard of worse mess-
es, but I don’t think I've ever
seen one. A case that imme-
diately pops into mind is that
of the Warrandyte teenager
who, about 20 years ago in
the absence of his parents,
burnt down half the house
while “heating up a meat pie”.
It was considered something
of a neighbourhood PB at the
time, but not one that any-
body wanted to compete with.
Another memorable episode
that nobody wishes to repli-
cate is that of the Exploding
Peking Duck, reported in The
Age about 30 years ago.

o

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

A Chinese chef somewhere
in Little Bourke Street who,
having access to a 100psi com-
pressed air outlet, decided to
take a short cut during the
traditionally time-consuming
preparation of a Peking Duck.
Instead of gently inserting a
straw between the skin and
flesh of the duck, and blowing
delicately to create a pocket of
air beneath the skin, he poked
the compressed air nozzle
somewhere into the region of
the parson’s nose then held on
grimly while somebody turned
on the valve. Ducks are fatty
beasts, so his grip remained
tenuous at best, certainly not
adequate to restrain the duck
for very long.

Owing to the industri-
al-strength character of the
air influx, it turned out to be
quite long enough, however,
for the slippery carcase to
become seriously inflated. The
rest of the saga has entered
the halls of culinary legend.
The chef’s last contact with

the duck was, as | recall, to
give it one last desperate
squeeze before it shot out
from under his armpit, emit-
ting a long-drawn-out curdled
quack reminiscent of sick
bagpipes. The entire kitchen
had to be scraped clean and
re-painted—there was simply
no other way to deal with the
mess. | don't think I've ever
laughed so much at an item
of daily news.

And I laughed last night too.
What else could I do? That
thick sticky goo just went
completely viral, replicating
itself every time I turned
around.

The gnocchi was fantastic,
by the way. In every sense
of the word. Made from seri-
ously formidable Pink Viking
spuds, its appearance could
be safely termed “unique”.
In fact, I'd not have backed
anybody to identify my egg-
sized raw-mince-coloured
dumplings as gnocchi at all.
Never mind, what it lacked in
finesse, it more than made up
for in sheer melt-in-the-mouth
flavour. Delicious, if you didn't
look at it. Now I just have
to find an appetising way to
serve up the leftovers!

?ewssvs

CFA
9844 0847

NNUMBERS

; | 98442861 I 9722 1463

Pointon Builslweg

CARPENTER &
REGISTERED BUILDER

Call Nick
0419 355 905

Extensions, Renovations,
Decks, Pergolas
and Maintenance

HIA Member for

@ over 20 years

grant mcgregor

0431 157 025 » 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

Daniel Patience Podiatry

returns to
Goldfield’s Medical Clinic in May

For an appointment please ring 9874 7740 leaving a
voicemail if necessary and your call will be returned promptly
Email: danielpatience7

@gmail.com

KD’s Garden

lawn mowing
weeding
mulch

tall grass slashed
pruning
clean ups

small landscapes

general household maintenance

guttering

Phone mary 0421 967 933
or kosta 0434 994 729

TOM KERKHOF

TELEVISION

Servicing the area for 40 years

. /
Oerviee to
Televisions, Stereo Systems
DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves
Digital Set Top Box Systems
Installed, etc.

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274

27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

Andrew John

Managing Director

p: 0412765210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

.folur
(walls

» high pressure roof washing
+ painting 3 coats
- replacement of cement &

t tiles

IVERS

Clothing Alterations
& Dressmaking

@ Prompt and reliable service

@ All types of clothing alterations & repairs including
formal wear, suits, jeans, pants, dresses & uniforms

@ Wedding and Deb Gowns for sale — brand new or
custom made to your design

337 Warrandyte-Ringwood Rd
Ph 0419 158 144 or 9844 1905

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
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HOUSEKEEPER

Warrandyte Property

Prefer Mondays and Fridays (but negotiable)
Six hours approximately

Please contact Bruno on 0408 773 277

O Plumbing
Specialising in:
* New sewer connections
* Drainage — Sewer & Storm Water
* Water Tanks = Roofing & Guttering

* Gas Fitting » Hot Water Systems
Free Quotes - Lic No 33341

Call Mick

0417 752 952
~ Need a Geek?

‘t Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business
‘ Experienced Technicians
|

m MY COMPUTER HELP

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

KEITH WALKER
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Lawn Mowing

Garden Tidy Up
Pruning .
Handyman Services

0488 553 594
keith.walker24@gmail.com

Warrandyte
Community
Market

Under the gum trees,
beside the Yarra on
Stiggants Reserve,

Yarra Street, Warrandyte
First Saturday of each
month — except January,
9am-1pm.

Come and join in!
Hand-crafted gifts of

all kinds, toys, art works,
pottery, plants, clothing,
gift cards, leatherwork,
cakes, jams, honey, fruit,
produce.

Ample parking.

Light refreshments available.
Bring along your family
and friends.

Enquiries: 9844 4495

“The Diary’s the best newspaper
published in Warrandyte, Ock!”

“It's the only newspaper
published in Warrandyte, Clyde!”

FOR ADVERTISING CALL 9844 0555

Live bands ,

The next Warrandyte RSL's
Bands by the Bridge live mu-
sic will be on Sunday, May 26.
It will feature “Rodeo Clowns”
playing classic pub rock.
Doors are open from 4.30 to
8pm with a sausage sizzle
on the deck at 6pm. Entry is
Band Bucket Donation. En-
quiries to the RSL clubrooms
on 9844 3567. The RSL is
at 113 Brackenbury Street,
Warrandyte.

Music

A music program for 0-5 year
olds is held every Wednes-
day at the Uniting Church
in Taroona Avenue, Warran-
dyte. Sessions of singing,
dancing, instruments and
relaxation with a professional
music therapist commence
at 9.45am and run for 45
minutes. Morning tea follows.
Cost is $12.50 per session.
Call Robyn on 0438 804 381.

Volunteers

St Stephens Anglican Church
in Stiggant Street, Warrandyte
invites volunteers and organ-
isations to “Thank God for
Volunteers”, a thanksgiving
service on Sunday, May 26
at 10am. The purpose of the
service is to acknowledge
the work done by volunteers
in and around the church in
particular and the community
of Warrandyte in general. It

| will be followed by a barbe-

cue at 11.30am as a way of
showing the community’s
appreciation for its devoted,
talented and hard-working
volunteers. All are welcome.
RSVP to Ann Ley on 9844 3543
or 0418 279 395.

Walk

Local historian and author,
Jim Poulter is conducting
a “Warrandyte Waterfront
Walk” on Wednesday, May
15 as part of Heritage Week.
The walk begins at the rear of
The Bakery, near Warrandyte
Bridge at 10.30am. It will be
accompanied by Wurund-
jeri Elder Uncle Bill Nichol-
son and Aboriginal Ranger
Hayden Heta.

Movie

WarrandyteCAN is presenting
the movie “Thin Ice”, the in-
side story of climate science,
on Friday, May 24 at 7.30pm
in the Mechanics Institute
Hall. Tea, coffee and biscuits
provided. Entry $5. (Further
information on Page 13.)

Birthday

In the first week of June, the
Warrandyte Community Bank

SOMEWHERE IN WARRANDYTE... By ROBERT BLACK
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“This year, for the Good Friday Appeal, Kimberley Gilling, Ruby Chatman and Alice Wise
sold some of their old toys out the front of Kimberley’s Yarra Street house. Last year we
raised $157 and this year’s grand total was $309. We are so thankful to everyone that bought
something from the stall or donated. Every little bit counts for the children at the Royal
Children’s Hospital. We hope next year we can beat this total of $309.” See you next year.

out of the inbox

By JUDY GREEN

Publicise your coming events.
Items for Out of the Inbox are
welcome. Include full details
of date, place and time and
post to: Warrandyte Diary,

PO Box 209, Warrandyte

Vic 3113; emailed to: info@
warrandytediary.com.au; or left
in the mail box at St Stephen’s
Anglican Church, 5-7 Stiggant
Street, Warrandyte.

will be celebrating its 10th
birthday. Everyone is invited
to drop in for cake and bal-
loons during the week of June
3 to June 7.

Watch

The next Neighbourhood
Watch meeting will be on
Tuesday, June 11 at 7.30pm at
the Warrandyte Police Station,
Police Street, Warrandyte

Performance

On Friday July 19 there will
be an hilarious performance
by Marney McQueen of “Rosa
and the Russian Beautician”

fame in the Warrandyte Me-
chanics Institute Hall. Money
raised will go to both a devel-
opment project in India and to
the hall fund. Cost is $30 per
head with supper provided
and wine for sale.

History

The Warrandyte Historical
Society would like to remind
you that its Buried Treasure
exhibition will be running at
the museum, 111 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte from Saturday,
May 11 to Sunday, May 19
from 1pm to 4pm. There will
also be a cemetery tour on
Saturday, May 18 from 1.30 to
3pm. Bookings to 9844 4176 or
email whs.secretary@hotkey.
net.au

Prayer

Warrandyte churches are
combining for a service for
the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity to be held at the
Uniting Church in Taroona
Avenue on Sunday, May 19 at
7.30pm.

Park

Friends of Warrandyte State
Park will be holding a Week-

PRUDENCE DICTATES THAT SHE SHOULD
KEEP MANY IRONS IN THE FIRE...

—Kimberley Gilling.

end Activity Group on Sunday,
May 26 from lpm to 4pm. It
will involve planting and main-
taining an area in Pound Road.
Everyone is welcome to come
along and give nature a hand.
No experience is needed, just
sturdy footwear and weather
appropriate clothing. The
group will meet at the north
end of the Pound Bend Tunnel
car park. Please RSVP to 0439
612 571.

Walks

The next FOWSP/Manning-
ham nature walk will be at
Yarra Brae on Thursday, May
23 at 9.30am. The walk will
follow the Yarra downstream
through one of the most
remote and least accessi-
ble parts of the Warrandtye
Gorge. Rated difficult, it in-
volves a creek crossing and
offtrack walking. Distance
is 8kms over 5 hours. Bring
lunch and ample water.

Library

The Nillumbik-Eltham library
has a variety of activities
scheduled for the coming pe-
riod. Go to www.yprl.vic.gov.
au for information.

Quilt

Warrandyte Neighborhood
House reminds all those who
still have a square/patch for
the quilt to be returned, to
please do so ASAP. They would
love to see them returned by
May 30. The quilt is looking
fantastic and just needs the
last few squares to complete
it. If you are experiencing any
difficulties or problems, call
WNH on 9844 1839.

Tell us

The Diary is your newspa-
per and we're always ready
to publish details of your
forthcoming events. Give us
all the facts and simplz drop
it in the mailbox at the An-
glican Church, post it to PO
Box 209, Warrandyte 3113 or
email info@warrandytediary.
com.au.

Newsletters

Looking for a simple way to
keep the Diary informed of
your group's activities? Put
us on your newsletter mail-
ing list.
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Fantasy Follies
found favour with

HIS year's Follies was di-
rected by Lisa Upson and
Caroline Shaw and writ-
ten by 11 contributors.
With script editing by
Alan Cornell, and musical direction
by Richard Pengelley, 18 actors,
10 crew, a multitude of friends and
family help to bring this production
to the stage. It runs for two hours
10 minutes, with 25 skits and eight
musical items. United under the
theme “fantasy”, it evolved over
eight weeks of rehearsals, during
which the directors melded its
many unique parts into an enter-
taining whole.

The show opens front-of-house,
with Pengelley’s anthemic song
Warrandyte, dissolving effortlessly
into a series of onstage skits that
introduce wizards, trolls, ogres,
mythical heroes and villains, mix-
ing with local identities and im-
mersing themselves in local issues.

In true Follies tradition the satiri-
cal targets range from social mores,
(mis)communication and informa-
tion technology to politics and life-
style. The skits are integrated via
the use of a running gag in which
an increasingly disoriented Bilbo
Baggins (David Tynon) searches for
the one true ring.

The dress is often practical thes-
pian black with masks, colourful
head-dress, and glittering costumes
punctuating both acts. The set is
impressive—Middle Earth never
looked so oriental and demure as
it does in Fantasy Follies. The de-
sign features projections onto the
backdrop, notably a looped video
depicting a fairy tale waterfall.

The cast comprises 11 women
and seven men, but the script calls
for more than 100 parts. Therefore
the actors busy themselves each
night, perpetually metamorphosing
from one character into another,
while stage manager (Jan-Louise
Godfrey) executes seamless scene
transitions and timely cues.

Two and three-handers continue
to be the mainstay of the show. To
succeed these need a strong script
with a funny gag line, solid perfor-
mances with intuitive comic timing
and, hopefully, that intangible

By JEREMY LOFTUS-HILLS

chemical spark between actors.

The first act gets off to a busy
start with wizards Gandalf and Ar-
thur outbragging each other. Then
we are drowned in a sea of clichés
as two friends (played by Noel-
ene Cooper and Joy Flannagan)
indulge in five minutes of intense
conversation, saying nothing to
each other. Later there is a com-
ment on the modern networked
society in which a young couple
(played by Larry Phelan and Ruby
Moxey-Fithall) breaks up, then each
establishes a new relationship, all
via mobile phone.

A three-hander that I think
worked really well can be found at
the end of the first act—Valley of
the Doll. Three dolls, Barbie (Ruby
Moxey-Fithall), Cabbage Patch
(Simone Kiefer) and Baby Alive
(Sarah Dempster), sit in costume
on a bench. With great discipline
each stays in character through-
out, delivering a lively and concise
script in which Sarah somehow
gets hefty laughs from her one re-
peated line “I wet myself”.

Another example features Simone
and Peter in the recurrent skit 50
Shades of Shite. She and Peter es-
tablish character quickly, and em-
bellish each moment with profes-
sional ease. Final Frontier, in which
Bill Connolly and Tony Clayton play
Captain Kirk and Dr Spock respec-
tively, with Kristina Papadopoulos
as Gina Rhinehart, succeeds for the
most part, but would have been
strengthened with a gagline punchi-
er than “beam me up Scottie”.

There is one monologue, French
Nursery Rhymes. It comes at the
start of the second act. It features
Darren Bowers reciting rhymes
with a strong European accent,
while phonetically twisted text and
drawings (by Jock Macneish), are
projected onto a screen.

There are about half-a-dozen
ensemble items, with four or more

parts. Of these the one of the The
Game of Thrones is most promis-
ing. It has a cast of seven and con-
tains the strongest political satire
of the entire show. For whatever
reason, and it maybe as simple as

a lack of familiarity with the TV se-
ries upon which it is based, it fails
to punch home its biting social
commentary, while some of the jokes
are lost in the busyness of the script.
The musical anthology Lucy and
Jude (based nostalgically on Beatles
songs) succeeds withqut qualifica-
tion, and proves that the Follies can
create pathos as well as comedy.

It is always encouraging to see
young people engaging with vaude-
ville traditions, and this year we
were treated to delightful contri-
butions both on stage (Ruby, Larry
Phelan) with Matt Wallace on piano
and Ben Bellato on lights.

Fantasy Follies will be remem-
bered for all these things and more.
Notably this is the year that the
theme is taken seriously, with Gol-
lum and Bilbo never far offstage.
There is even a resolution to the
plot in the last scene, where Bilbo
takes possession of something re-
sembling a gold bar.

The introduction of Richard
Pengelley as musical director
shows just how important is this
role. Richard’s confident electric
guitar mixes with Matt’s lilting pia-
no to give the Follies a new sound.
It made a difference too, to have
female directors. They softened the
edges of a tradition that is proudly
bawdy, brassy and bold, pulling
back at times when a different di-
rector might have been less subtle.

One senses a loosening of the
mysterious bonds that have kept
the Follies true to a tradition root-
ed in the 1970s. While it might only
be a slight rustling in the hedgerow
this year, there may be within it the
sound of something new. Eventual-
ly a new generation must make its
own unique, Warrandytian imprint
on this quirky theatric event. What
better basis could there be than
a voyage into that tiny corner of
our collective psyche—the world
of myth and imagination popularly
known as fantasy.

Pictures by
DEBORAH SILVA

High school kids tell an “absurd’ fateful tale

theatre

S/7ARRANDYTE High

School VCE theatre

studies students—

under the guidance

of teacher Niki na

Meadhra—performed Australian

playwright Matt Cameron’s “Tear

from a Glass Eye” in late April at the
revamped school theatre.

Titus is found unconscious and
sunburnt in a desert and has no iden-
tification or memory. The same day
a burned woman waits at the beach
for a plane to explode overhead and
fall into the sea. Titus is listed as a
passenger on the flight.

‘Tear From a Glass Eye’ is an absurd
tale of random fate, the inevitablie
crash and human debris, where the
search is on for a black box to ac-
count for just what went wrong,” a
school spokesperson told the Diary.

“This is an intriguing journey into
the soul of a man seeking to defy
emotion, told with great humour and
originality by a perceptive and highly
imaginative writer.”

Pictures by STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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The Great Flood of 1934 at Warrandyte

By VAL POLLEY

T seemed such a long, hot
| and dry summer this year and

this has been confirmed by

the statistics. The over 40 de-

gree days in January followed
by the record breaking heatwave
of nine consecutive days over 35
degrees in March tested everyone’s
tolerance. Our local bushland and
garden are still suffering both from
heat and lack of rain.

Our rain gauge did not record any
rain in January and our particular
patch of Warrandyte appeared to
miss out on many of the later heavy
but very localised rain events.
When a thunderstorm dumped
over 50mm on much of Warran-
dyte, our rain gauge recorded a
measly Smm. Following on from a
dry spring last year, this year so
far sees our rainfall well down on
the average and we worry about a
return of drought. It does not bode
well for next year’s fire season un-
less we get some really good winter
rains.

Warrandyte has always had its
share of drought and floods. While
drought was earlier considered
exceptional it is now acknowledged
as a part of natural systems in
Australia. Sometimes their impact
and severity has been exacerbated
by environmental practices. There
have been major droughts in Victo-
ria over decades, often with unex-
pected consequences.

The impact of the major drought
of 1895-1902 was made worse by
the economic depression at the
time. 1937-1945 saw the devastating
bushfires of 1939 erupt across the
state. In 1967-68 | had just moved
to Warrandyte and had to manage

one small baby through days of
unrelenting heat that melted can-
dles and warped vinyl records in
the house. Warrandyte’s water was
pumped from the river and the in-
take pool had to be sandbagged to
ensure enough water at the intake

pipe.

The 1982-83 drought saw the 1983
great February dust storm envelop
Melbourne and Ash Wednesday
bushfires decimate vast areas of
the state. The Yarra River levels
were low enough to take chairs into
the cool of the Pound Bend tunnel
and the river became a series of
pools divided by rock bars.

The most recent drought lasted
13 years only ending in 2010 and
oversaw the introduction of severe
water restrictions. However each
drought has led to efforts at mitiga-
tion by governments and individ-
uals for the consequences of the
next one.

New dams, more efficient appli-
ances, water tanks and storm water
capture—each time there have
been positive efforts made to less-
en the impact of the next drought
event with varying results.

Warrandyte has faced its share
of floods too. Historically it was
always the river that flooded. The
benchmark flood of 1934 topped
the bridge and flooded many
homes. Now with so many more
dams and off-river storage it is the
summer storms and heavy down-
pours that now flood the creek val-
leys and result in overland flow and
flash flooding. The latter tend to
be the problem on the township’s
steep slopes. The Christmas 2011
wild storms with enormous hail-
storms and heavy rain caused hav-
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oc for many Warrandyte residents
and a resulting cleanup bill.

The experts and pundits believe
that climate change is already ad-
versely affecting Australians and
are warning that these extreme
weather events are set to become
more frequent and more cata-
strophic. Extreme weather events
dominated the summer news
across the continent reporting
on record-breaking heat, severe
bushfires, heavy rainfall and severe
flooding.

Given the impact on people,
property, communities and the en-
vironment it must be said there are
serious consequences if we fail to
adequately address the issue of cli-
mate change. Insurance is one area
of concern and small mitigation
solutions may no longer provide
the answer either. If there is no
rain, water tanks do not refill and
gardens do not grow.

It has been a difficult summer for
our vegie garden thanks to lack of
rain. If we want a sustainable fu-
ture then it would seem to be time
to prepare for the consequences
of increasingly severe and more
frequent extreme weather. If we
continue planning on current terms
then we are planning for a future
that does not exist. Isn’t it time for
communities like Warrandyte to
look at the possible consequences
and plan to meet it?

It seems the hotter drier weather
across south-eastern Australia will
lead to an increase in the frequency
and severity of bushfires. War-
randyte is a well-known bushfire
prone area so this is a major threat
along with drought and flooding.
There are three phases in planning

Warrandyt, February 1991
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approaches for disruptive climate
conditions—preparing for an event,
adjusting to it and recovering from
its effects. All are important and
already Warrandyte Community
Association, WarrandyteCAN and
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
have undertaken some of this key
planning. Many individuals too
have taken steps to offset any
impact such as fire refuges, solar
panels, water tanks, insulation and
so forth.

However it takes concerted coop-
erative action by governments, or-
ganisations and individuals to bring
about widespread change. Planning
changes to manage development
in bushfire prone areas, flood
mitigation and energy and water
harvesting are beyond the scope of
individuals.

Like other communities who are
actively working towards a future
shaped by climate change, Warran-
dyte is a creative community with
a robust local identity and strong
community groups so is equally
well placed to follow suit.

My view is that if we are to re-
main a resilient community able to
deal with the effects of any climate
change, Warrandyte needs to con-
sider changes to the status quo
given the warnings of disruptive cli-
mate conditions ahead. While past
decades saw a change from open
paddocks and denuded hillsides
to heavily treed areas often to the
walls of houses, some compromis-
es may be required in the future
to allow people to live in heavily
bushed areas. Further planning to
alleviate the risk of more extensive
flooding of creeks and waterways
is needed even given the tightly

rrandyte Bridge, 1934

managed water regime for the Yar-
ra River.

All possible threats are perhaps
not so obviously apparent. The im-
pact of damage to, or closure of the
bridge across the Yarra River, (one
of only three in this section of the
river and a major crossing point),
due to fire, river flood or traffic ac-
cident needs to be addressed. The
health issues arising from hotter
temperatures particularly for the
young and old can be severe. The
drain on power supplies due to the
need for airconditioning of houses
will provide future governments
and power companies with some-
thing of a challenge, not to mention
the cost to householders.

Planning changes could be de-
signed now to ensure compulsory
design and orientation elements
for future houses that would mini-
mise this need. Schemes to provide
incentives for retrofitting with
insulation, double glazing and en-
ergy efficient tools would provide
encouragement to individuals to
undertake works on older houses.
While all this may appear some-
what simplistic and are just my
random thoughts, should we not
now be having the conversation
about how Warrandyte should look
in 2030, 2040 or 2050?

If we are to have a hotter drier fu-
ture with more frequent and disrup-
tive weather events then we should
adopt the precautionary principle
and plan for that future now so that
our grandchildren and future gener-
ations can continue to live happily
in the world we bequeath them.

(Pictures courtesy Warrandyte His-
torical Society.)

Eighteen ways to see a swing

An empty swing says—lonely

An adult on a swing becomes a child
Are swinging voters more child-like than stationary ones?
Do you trust everyone who pushes you?
The seat saves the swing from the noose
Swings are not friends with roundabouts
The ground beneath a swing gets dizzy
Swings hanging like stoic plaits

Swings in the noughties—crash helmets and risk management strategies
Trembling swings itching for action
In the swinging sixties we were all pushed too high
Swinging is like sex—you need a slow build-up
Swings have nightmares about nooses

The childless swing is like an empty pram
Moon-splashed swings slyly beckon

Swings slyly pinch large adult bottoms

A clever swing can reach the sun.

KAREN THROSSELL




Support your community

Warrandyte Community Association
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

;if@f WCA works for you. We depend

“esx” upon your membership.
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New Membership | | Renewal (tick one)
To become a WCA member/s please fill out this form and send
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I I
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Warrandytes special character has always brought : with your payment ($10.00 pa) per person. Membership falls due :
forward champions to work for its conservation and Ry I
enhancement. That's what the Warrandyte Community | ! Full Name 2 Full Name ;
Association does best. : Address Address :
W(CA has an active committee of management : :
elected annually by the membership. It meets : I [
monthly and holds public meetings and forums. R v e s o ol
We encourage members to participate and be active T &1 gl et ESMA A i 7
iN community affairs.

Warrandyte Community Association

= Promotes all aspects of community life

= Defends the character and heritage of the
township

Protects the environment
Protects the Green Wedge
Promotes sporting, educational and cultural
activities

= Defends and enhances community assets

Warrandyte Community Association = PO Box 75, Warrandyte 3113 = 9844 1436

Everyone in Warrandyte
reads the Dlary

For more than 40 years the Diary has
been the true voice of Warrandyte.

We have reported the news, celebrated the
sport, publicised the events and championed
the causes of this special place.

Your advertising is in good company
in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Diary reaches the customers
you need at a price you want to pay.

ey

Call Briony and discuss how the Diary
can help your business grow.

SS31301dd » AHdVIA 3LAANVHHVM

PHONE: 9844 0555 EMAIL: info@warrandytediary.com.au
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THE Warrandyte Junior Football
Club’s teams have started the 2013
season in the Yarra Junior Football
League with mixed results and all
coaches report there is improve-
ment ahead so watch out for the
Bloods as the year progresses.

Here's what the coaching depart-
ments have had to say about most
of the teams.

Tackers

The season for the Tackers is off to
a cracking start. Robbie Cook has
featured heavily in the goal kicking
so far with Thomas Curnow show-
ing early promise with mark of the
year. Max Morley is showing great
courage under opposition tackling
and Campbell Reid has demon-
strated his silky skills. The fourth
Poole boy to come through the
club, Oscar, doesn't let his size get
in the way of taking on the biggest
players in a contest for the ball.
The training sessions have featured
plenty of running to get the boys

fit for playing the full game. Coach
Travis is also benefiting from the
fitness regime. With several away
matches in a row, the junior Bloods
look forward to playing a home
game to get all the local supporters
on the boundary line.

Under 10

A perfect start for Round 1 and all
of the Under 10s are eager to get
things going — they have really giv-
en their all in the first three games.
They have used all of their skills
learnt during the pre-season and
at training and have shown great
sportsmanship and a high skill
level. New recruits include Conal,
Joshua, Seb, Luke, Dante, Benja-
min, Ollie and Jack, and they have
made us all very proud. Each and
every one of the team have been
playing with passion.

Under 11s

Having been grand finalists last
season in Blue Division, the Under
11s have found themselves right at
home in the higher Green Division
and have begun the season with

a bang. Their two wins from the
first two games were emphatic,
starting with a 10-goal smashing
of Macleod backed up by a spir-
ited, come-from-behind 10-point
win away against Beverley Hills. A
Round 3 30-point loss to St Mary’s
brouﬁht the boys back to earth,
but they are certainly competitive
at this level and look set for a good
season. New additions to the side
Bailey Trevorrow, Noah Kendall,
Lachie Pollock, Ethan Glawitch
and Harry Brown have slotted in

Spiﬁted st
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From the top: Hawks top gun Luke Hodge helped out the Bloods on Sunday. Middle: War veteran Ben Jones joined

our Colts on ANZAC Day weekend, while some Tackers take time out (middle right). Above: Alan and Michael are
Club Captain and Vice Captain respectively, while Kieran and Octavian are part of the leadership group.

well with the core group from last
season, adding some extra class
around the ground. The early
season focus has been on rotating
the boys around the ground to
give them experience in a number
of positions and to increase their
learning of the game.

Under 14s

The Under 14s have returned with
a big squad of players, highlighting
the bond that this group has. Fac-
ing last year’s reigning premiers

in Round 1, the boys played disci-
plined footy to record a comfort-
able win. Round 2 was a challenge

against a well drilled side that we
matched in all areas of the ground
bar the scoreboard. We went into
Round 3 confident despite a high
list of unavailable players and went
down by four points with a kick
after the siren. Mark Trewella has
continued to offer extra training
nights for these boys to help with
their skill development, and this
will no doubt show results as the
season progresses.

Colts

After a good start to pre-season we
are now starting to see the team
working as one. They have com-

peted competitively and it is now
important that we apply what we
have learned at training and take
it out on the ground and to work
as one unit. Congratulations to the
elected Captains Octavian (cap-
tain), Jimmy (Vice Captain? and
Sid (deputy vice captain). I believe
that we have the nucleus of a good
team but there will be ongoing de-
velopment. After the disappointin
loss in our first game, the return o
several of the top age players saw
us get our first win under our belts
and we are now looking to capital-
ize on this momentum if we are to
continue be successful.

DIARY
SPORTS
SHORTS

Come and try BMX

Park Orchards BMX Club is holding
a girls only Come & Try BMX Racing
day at their club on Commercial
Road on Saturday, May 18, from
9am-11am. On the day you will
learn all about BMX racing while
qualified coaches teach you the
basic skills required for the sport,
including using the start gate and
start hill, and how to ride berms
(corners), jumps and rhythm
sections. For more info visit www.
gggbmx.com.au or phone 0418 555

Cricket AGM

The Warrandyte Senior Cricket
Club’s Annual General Meeting
will be held on May 29 at 7pm at
the Senior Citizens Centre. The
club believes this will be a great
opportunity to understand and
contribute to the direction and
operations of one of Australia’s
oldest cricket clubs. The club asks
anyone who wishes to attend to
come on the night. As the club
looks forward to Warrandyte soon
having access to some fantastic
new facilities, it encourages any
eager cricketers who may have
itchy feet during the winter months
to get in contact with the club as
well and get information on some
pre-season training. All players are
welcome.

Tiger tough Auskickers
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Warrandyte’s Auskick program
is alive and well with about
100 locals heading down

to Warrandyte Reserve on
Saturday mornings, including
these wild Tiger cubs!

Records are
breaking

By BRIANNA PIAZZA

ALAN and Janette Murray, the War-
randyte couple running around
Australia for charity, have already
broken several world records during
their year-long challenge.

On April 10 the raw vegans finished
their 100th marathon near Hughen-
den, Queensland, making them the
first couple to run 100 consecutive
marathons.

They also broke the record of be-
coming the first female and first male
over 65 as well as the first raw vegans
to run 100 marathons in 100 days.

The couple runs about 43km each
day and since starting their adven-
ture from Melbourne on January 1
have covered more than 5000km.

Currently in the Northern Territory,
they are making their way towards
Darwin before heading down the
Western Australian coast, through
South Australia and then to Tas-
mania.

They expect to be back in War-
randyte in December and hope
their campaign will raise money for
selected charities and inspire peo-
ple to make more environmentally
conscious decisions.

To stay up to date with Alan and
Janette's progress as the{ face the
tropical north and dry outback, visit
their Facebook page ‘Running Raw
around Australia 2013’.
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA

IN the long awaited first game at
home for the 2013 EFL season, the
Warrandyte Bloods were unable to
mark the occasion with a victory,
losing by 35 points to Doncaster at
Warrandyte Reserve recently.

It was a game that ebbed and
flowed before falling the way of the
visitors. Despite the loss, there were
positives to take away from the day,
particularly the atmosphere around
the ground and the strength of the
support. Even with the grandstand
under renovation, plenty of families
and die-hard fans attended to cheer
on the Bloods, a pleasing sign for the
committee which is attempting to
make Warrandyte footy club more
family oriented.

After the loss and at the time the
Diary went to print, the Bloods had
suffered consecutive defeats after
winning in Round 1 and were sitting
in eighth place on the EFL ladder.

On a warm day with excellent
conditions for playing football, the
match began as a real arm wrestle
with both sides contesting the footy
hard. Doncaster was first to apply
any real forward pressure, but the
Warrandyte defence played solid
footy and was able to repel most of
the attacks. Doncaster’s ferocious
pressure meant the Bloods were
unable to use any run and carry
through the middle of the ground,
but excellent efforts by ruckman
Dave Hand and midfielder Nick
Clapham, and hard earned goals
for captain Tom Naughtin and Luke
Dunn, meant the Bloods stayed
within reach. At the first change
Doncaster held a seven-point lead.

The second quarter began posi-
tively for Warrandyte with an early
goal and although the Bloods fought
hard in the middle, it was Doncaster
who finally gained the ascendency
and began to move the ball through
the corridor to good effect. The
Bloods’ defence looked a little
shaky and at times undermanned
as Doncaster added to their mar-
gin, hitting targets inside 50 with
pinpoint accuracy.

In contrast, the Bloods were un-
able to make use of possession in
their forward half as no forwards
were able to take marks in goal
scoring positions.

Countdown is on for our new-look

SPORTS communities can start
counting down the days before
they can enjoy brand new facili-
ties at the Warrandyte Recreation-
al Reserve after work began on

a new sporting pavilion late last
month.

Member for Warrandyte Ryan
Smith was joined by Manningham
Mayor Cr Jennifer Yang and local
sports club representatives to
turn the first sod in the building
works.

The works are being jointly
funded by Manningham Council,
fundraising by local sportin
clubs, contributions by the War-
randyte Community Bank, as well
as an $800,000 t from the
Victorian Coalition State Govern-
ment.

“] take a great deal of personal
satisfaction that, through working
in partnership with the local com-
munity over the last four years,
we have been able to make this
project a reality,” Mr Smith told
the Diary, also pointing out the
vital role sporting clubs have in
providing activities and role mod-
els for local young people.

“The new building will be of
enormous benefit to the members
of the Warrandyte Cricket Club,
Warrandyte Football Club, War-
randyte Junior Football Club and
Warrandyte Netball Club,” Mr
Smith said. “They have all made
significant contributions to the

pWect.

arrandyte Community Bank’s
Sarah Wrigley said there’s much
excitement in the air with the
new facilities on the way and the
local bank was proud to support
the development of the sporting
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On a more positive note, Nick
Clapham continued to be a ball
magnet in the middle, and hard
work by Ben Taylor and Luke Saun-
ders ensured that the margin didn’t
become unmanageable. At the long
break Doncaster 7.7.49 led Warran-
dyte 4.6.30.

The Bloods were dealt a blow as the
second half began with Ben Taylor
being forced from the game with
an ankle injury. In spite of this, the
home team appeared determined to
hang tough, and a quick goal to Mick
Morello gave Warrandyte a spark.
Morello added to his goal by winning
the ball around the stoppages, and

s

Looking the goods: Warrandyte Reserves rev up at
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although Doncaster replied with a
major, Luke Dunn kicked his second
minutes later to respond as the game
became an end-to end affair. How-
ever, momentum suddenly turned
in favour of Doncaster, as the Cats
kicked goals in quick succession to
get the scoreboard ticking over.
The Bloods had no answer to their
long kick inside 50, with former AFL
forward Nathan Thompson begin-
ning to make his mark and booting
a handful of goals to put Doncaster
up by 43 points at the final change.
The fourth quarter began with the
Bloods pumped up after a rousing
speech by coach John O'Brien in the

Bloods’ sweet & sour start
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the three quarter time break on their way to victory over Doncaster recently.

huddle and looked ready to mount a
comeback after kicking two goals in
rapid succession to cut the margin.
Dave Hand continued to battle on as
the lone ruckman and Luke Saunders
began to have a real impact in the
middle.

Unfortunately, the Bloods were
never really able to take enough
of a stranglehold on the game, and
Thompson punished them at the
other end finishing the game with
eight majors to ensure Doncaster
16.15.111 defeated Warrandyte
11.10 76.

Before the loss to Doncaster, the
Bloods secured a victory in Round

1 with a tight win over Chirnside
Park before losing to The Basin in an
exciting game in Round 2, in which
the Bloods were never really out of it.

The Warrandyte Reserves have
also started the season in positive
form with wins against Chirnside
Park and Doncaster, with a slight dip
against The Basin and plenty of play-
ers showing excellent promise and
pushing for a place in the senior side

Furthermore, the Under 19s have
also got off to an excellent start
with huge wins over Chirnside Park
and Doncaster in rounds 1 a
while also falling to The Basin in the
second round

Member for Warrandyte Ryan Smith and Manningham Mayor Cr Jennifer Ya
Treeby, Phil Ashfield, Mark Challen, David Dyason, Matthew Chapman, Lance Ward and Sarah Wrigley.

precinct.
“The bank is putting in $150,000
over two years in addition to the
$50,000 in sponsorships we have
rovided the four clubs over the
ll)l) years,” Ms Wrigley said.
“It has been absolutely fantastic
seeing this plan finally come to

fruition after almost five years of
hard work by a large number of
people. It's a great example of a
community really working togeth-
er to achieve a fantastic outcome
for everyone.”

The redevelopment is part of
council's Warrandyte Reserve

ng with Sue Rodwell, Phil

Management Plan and
should be completed within 12
months.

MEANWHILE, the Warrandyte
Junior Football Club and the War-
randyte Netball Club joined forces
last month to enjoy a Family Night
that included the Warrandyte

sports precinct

both
club dents, Sue Rodwell and
Ross whball, with a cheque

for $75,000 - the first half of the
$150,000 going towards the soon-
to-be-constructed Warrandyte
Pavilion.

Community Bank presen



By SCOTT PODMORE

LAST month three courageous War-
randyte teams and their support
crew overcame much adversity and
many challenges to conquer the
grueling OXFAM Trailwalker event,
arguably the planet’s toughest team
challenge. Importantly, they also
raised thousands of dollars for char-
ity in the fight against poverty and
injustice around the world.

The teams tackled 100km of Aus-
tralian bush within 48 hours as a
foursome starting from Jells Park at
7am on a crisp morning and working
through a mix of flat sections and
plenty of hills through the Dande-
nong Ranges with the “serious stuff
beginning at the 1000 steps Kokoda
Trail Memorial”, according to one
of the teams. The event concluded
at Wesburn.

Team 135, RunMFAO, was made up
of four super fit Warrandyte women
who included Dee Dickson, Charissa
May, Debbie Moran and Georgie
Jorgensen. The girls ran/walked an
incredibly impressive time of 18
hours and 25 minutes over the 100km
course, placing them in the top five
percent of the race that included
more than 750 teams.

RunMFAO was the second team
finishing for women over the age of
40 and sixth out of 197 for women
of all ages.

“It also placed us equal 36th with a
male team we had been criss-cross-
ing all day and night,” Dee Dickson
told the Diary.

“Carrying injuries, we were ex-
hausted at the finish line but satisfied
in knowing we had given it our all
physically and mentally.”

Team RunMFAO said they were ex-
tremely proud to have raised almost
$4500 for such a worthwhile cause.

Dee, who with the other girls in the
team had taken part in a previous
OXFAM Trailwalker challenge, said in
comparison to the last time they ran
the course was changed in a couple
of sections but “Checkpoint 34 was
completely different”.

“It incorporated the 1000 steps and
was very challenging in its ascent
and short but steep descents,” Dee
said. “It meant that we experienced
fatigued and stressed bodies much
earlier, thus it required a signifi-
cantly greater mental strength than
last time to continue on despite the
pain. We beat our time by 1 hour and
40 minutes. We are pretty pleased
with our effort.”

Another local crew who pushed
through the mammoth challenge
was Team BAMPS, made up of local
men Peter Sharpe and Ben Cooper,
who joined Amanda Griggs From
Wonga Park and Matt Elliott. They

ot through the physical and mental-
y draining walk in under 28 hours.
Their aim was to go less than 24
hours, but as with challenges this
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A ton of courage: Top left, Team BAMPS power on to the finish line, while top right The Creekers celebrate their
fantastic achievement and, above, Team RunMFAO were exhausted but all smiles after their mighty efforts.

unpredictable it was “blisters and
stiffness” that slowed them down,
according to the foursome.

Ben Cooper said: “Yep, we got there
in the end. Got some bad blisters
from the 25km and walked through.
My knees are very sore but it was a
fantastic experience.”

...we were exhausted
at the finish line but
satisfied in knowing we
had given it our all

From more than 750 teams of four
only 50 percent reportedly finished
as a full team, so team BAMPS was
understandably proud to hold firm
and finish arm in arm at the end.

Peter Sharpe said Team BAMPS
“couldn’t have done it” without their
support crew, a bunch of devoted
teammates who were “always there
to make sure we had a cuppa, a foot
rub and any treat requested at any
time of the night”.

He said the team was particularly

proud of all the sponsorship sup-
port.

“We thought we may get about
$2000 together, but it looks like we
will have in excess of $5000,” Peter
said. “We really tried to be part of
something worthwhile and provide
meaningful support to a wonderful
cause.”

Last but not least, The Creekers —
comprising Sally Ferguson, Leanne
Brew, Anna Clarkson and Karina Vi-
tiritti— and their support crew which
included Sally’s husband Trent hiring
a Winnebago from Bendigo just prior
to the event, also are to be com-
mended for their amazing efforts in
soldiering on to the finish line.

They also raised $4500, bringing
the total raised by the three Warran-
dyte teams to $14,000.

The girls finished in an impressive
23 hours and 36 minutes placing
them 87th overall for teams who
finished with all four members, and
143rd among those who finished with
1-4 members.

They were also the 17th girls team
who finished with all four members
and the 21st girls team who finished
with 1-4 members.

Karina said highlights included
“smashing our fundraising target,
walking together as a happy team,
the many laughs, hot jam donuts and
the Winnebago”.

“The support crew husbands were
exceptional, surprising us at all of
the night checkpoints, we had an
open fire at Olinda, party lights on
the Winnebago at Mt Evelyn and best
of all was hot jam donuts at Woori
Yallock,” Karina added.

So, would The Creekers do it again?
The girls offered a mixed response.

“That’s a difficult question to
answer,” Karina said. “We achieved
what we set out to achieve, in a time
which was faster than expected and
had so much fun and laughs doing
it,” she said. “So to do it again in a
walking team we would only do to
relive such a fantastic experience.”

Anna chipped in: “You betcha! We
had so much fun, so why not relive
the experience. Would consider
running, only if this team wasn’t up
for it again.”

“I think I would,” Lee said, while
Sally said she wasn’t so sure: “Who
knows, we might have a new adven-
ture on the horizon.”

Roadside
perspective

Comprehending such a chal-
lenging, selfless mission is diffi-
cult. But the following transcript
is a Facebook post by RunMFAO
team member Georgie’s close
friend Nicolette Thain, who wit-
nessed the girls’ mighty efforts.

The Diary thanks Nicolette for
igiving us permission to publish
t

The team believes her post
“captures the day brilliantly - a
true and accurate account” of
the 100km journey.

Nicolette’s Facebook post:

The girls started their jour-
ney on Friday at 7am. Writ-
ten words can’t adequately
explain how profound and
emotional it was to see their
Jjourney in person as a member
of their support crew. I had no
idea what I was in for or what
to expect. 18 hours and 25
minutes later I witnessed how
the human spirit cannot just
defy the odds, but overcome the
impossible. The overwhelming
emotion of supporting these
girls was an experience I will
cherish for the rest of my life.

Two of them stood at the
starting line with foot and knee
injuries from training for the
event. They are all mothers,
Charissa has 5 kids, Deanne
has 4, Debbie has 3 and Geor-
gie has twins. They are mar-
ried and it was fabulous to see
the love and support of their
husbands, everyone was on
the same page, to encourage
and assist these girls to get
across the finish line. The men
drove to each checkpoint, set
up the gear and did whatever
it took to prepare those girls to
complete the next leg of their
Jjourney. They had to keep their
emotions in check and stay
focused as they watched the
pain the girls were in increase
through the day. All these girls
are around the 40 mark and
they are not professional ath-
letes, yet they were asking their
bodies to suffer the agony of
running and walking 100km
through bushland and up and
down mountains non-stop in
under 20 hours.

The girls arrived at the last
checkpoint 7Tkm before the fin-
ish line having just run 21km
in complete darkness and
freezing temperatures through
the mountains. They were de-
stroyed with exhaustion, the
fir[s limped and hobbled stiff-

ly, every step was a marathon.
They needed help to stand up
and walk to the checkpoint
sign-in desk. Hands so swollen,
stiff and numb from the cold,

I had to put the painkillers in
Georgie’s mouth for her. Ten
minutes later th;y headed into
the darkness to finish what
they started, side by side.

It’s impossible to understand
or share fully the journey these
girls experienced without being
there and seeing it from start
to finish with your own eyes.

I'll never forget it.




Redbacks’ record numbers

ON the back of a record 26 Redbacks
teams playing in the EDJBA summer
season grand finals, Warrandyte's
popular junior domestic basketball
club has registered 50 teams for the
winter season, a club record and one
which general manager Justin Nelson
says is due to several beginners tak-
ing up the game.

“Each term we attract about 30
new players into the Aussie Hoops
program and the next step for those
players is into a Redbacks team, so
no doubt that is where the growth is
coming from,” Nelson says.

The popularity of the game in the
Warrandyte region now sees about
1000 players of all ages participat-
ing across the club’s expansive
programs with Redbacks making
up a little over one third of those
numbers.

“Numbers continue to grow with-
out question, however, it’s the sus-
tainability of those numbers that is
exciting given the high number of
primary school children playing the
game,” Nelson says.

“We are very fortunate to have a
young demographic in this region
and basketball is immensely popular
amongst the kids and their parents.
I think you'll see that team record
of 50 teams be broken again in the
near future.”

The winter season commenced
at the start of Term 2 and is in the
process of grading teams with all
Redbacks teams settling in well.

Youth leading the way

The Big V season is moving into the
middle stages and leading the way
for Warrandyte Basketball are the
club’s two Youth teams, the Eastside
Mitsubishi Youth Men and the Porter
Davis Youth Women, with both teams
among the leading pack of their re-
spective divisions.

Having started the season with a
club record 6-0 winning streak, the
Youth Men are firing on all cylinders
under second-year coach Brent Reid
and look odds-on for a finals berth
this year after finishing last on the
ladder in 2012.

No doubt the spark has been both
the increased maturity of the players
and a better understanding of the
competition, both important attri-
butes that is now seeing the Venom
playing consistent basketball every
time they hit the floor.

The same can be said for the Youth
Women’s team, now in its third year
of Big V basketball and no doubt on
track for finals given a strong 4-1
start. Coach Nicole Howard has de-
veloped a team playing with intensity
and a burning desire to win, which is
always evident and clearly has them
as a frontrunner in 2013.

While both Venom youth teams
are enjoying much success, the
start to the 2013 season has been
a frustrating one for the club's two
senior teams with multiple injuries
proving to be significant headaches
for coaches Arnold Giffening and
Justin Nelson.

The loss of keys players due to soft
tissue, ankle and knee injuries has
seen both teams play inconsistently

over the first six weeks, but both
coaches know that at full strength
there will be a vast improvement.

“Injuries are a part of the game and
unfortunately both teams have had a
few more than we would have liked,
but we're hanging in there and hope-
fully the tide soon turns and we will
see both teams back at full strength
and winning games consistently,”
Nelson says.

One of the players on the sidelines
is women’s import Sthefany Thomas
who is recovering from a knee injury
and she should be back on the court
later this month.

“Sthef copped a knock to the knee
and all up will miss about five games.
Though it's not ideal, it means others
have to step up and get the job done.
In a recent game against Geelong
we had eight of our 10 players aged
under 21, so that all goes well for

the future.

“Arnie has also had to shuffle his
team around a bit with some of the
older players suffering some niggles.
Again, it's not ideal this early in the
season, but we're dealing with it and
others are getting an opportunity,
which will hopefully benefit the pro-
gram for many years to come.”

Another positive over the first third
of the season has been the growing
crowd numbers at games, a clear
sign that the region’s young basket-
ball players are connected to the
senior pathway in place at the club.
Many home games have already seen
the Warrandyte Sports Complex at
full capacity.

“To be honest, we wish we could
fit another couple of rows of seats in
to cater for everyone,” the GM says.

For those wanting to get along and
see the Venom teams in Big V action,

WARRANDYTE NETBALL GIRLS

games still to come in May include:
May 11 — Senior Men v Blackburn,
May 12 - Youth and Senior Women
v Altona,

May 19 - Senior Women v Camber-
well and Senior Men v Warrnambool,
May 25 - Youth Men v Craigieburn.

New stadium a big win

If basketball wasn't already growing
at a massive rate, it will surely in-
crease numbers further in coming
years with a mooted five-court
stadium planned for the Mullum
Mullum Reserve set to be included
in the coming Manningham Council
budget.

The stadium will include a show
court with more than 1500 seats,
meeting rooms, offices, change
rooms and all associated amenities,
all designed to meet the growing

needs of indoor sports throughout
the region, including basketball

Warrandyte Basketball general
manager Justin Nelson welcomed the
plans and said the three-to-five-year
timeline can’t come quick enough.

“A staggering 46 percent of play-
ers in Australia play in Victoria and
the Manningham region is arguably
home to the largest numbers, so it
goes without saying that basketball
desperately needs a big, central
home and this news is most wel-
come,” Nelson says.

“It's great to see that the council
has acknowledged the need for more
courts and is now planning accord-
ingly to bring this showpiece to life.
The next generation of players in
Manningham will be playing in state-
of-the-art facilities and will truly have
a place to call home.

“The venue is central for players
and residents, it is easily accessed
and is a big site that already has
sporting facilities on it.”

Nelson also believes the timing of
the new venue could coincide with
Manningham’s basketball clubs
becoming more closely aligned
and working together to create an
even bigger presence in Victorian
basketball.

“Personally I'd like to see Warran-
dyte, Park Orchards, Bulleen and
Doncaster basketball clubs come
together and work on a joint plan
that may potentially create a bigger,
single entity for basketball in Man-
ningham, housed and administered
out of the new Mullum Mullum
Stadium,” says Nelson. “But that’s
a personal view and for now I think
too many would go into protection
mode rather than thinking about
future generations.

“The Manningham region is home
to thousands of players and basket-
ball families, not forgetting coaches,
referees and administrators. The
four clubs cover domestic basketball
for juniors and seniors, represen-
tative levels in the VJBL and Big V,
and in Bulleen’s case a WNBL team
on the national stage. We have a real
opportunity here to take a real leap
forward in Manningham.”

Given his vision, Nelson is also
quick to acknowledge that such
grand plans aren't always easy to
convert into reality.

“Unfortunately in sport far too
many people are protective and
don’t see the big picture, they look
after their own back yard and are
content, but right now basketball
needs to do something special, work
together and do something that re-
ally sets it apart from other sports.
While we have a chance to do that
in Manningham, I'm only one voice
and change isn't an easy thing for
everyone to get their head around.

“Maybe the Mullum Mullum Sta-
dium will see a more collaborative
approach in future years, we’ll have
to wait and see, but there’s no doubt
this new stadium is overdue and I'm
really pleased to see the Manning-
ham Council stepping up and doing
something for basketball and other
indoor sports.

“It's a much needed step in the
right direction.”

ARE RUNNING HOT

By DEBRA WALTERS

AFTER a two-week break for Easter,
Warrandyte's netball teams hit the
ground running with over half the
teams winning their matches in
the first weeks back into the winter
season.

The size of the Under 9s this season
belies their determination and skill
level, helped on by their amazing
coaches Sean Dixon (yes, guys can
coach netball!) and Leeanne Saw-
ers. Both teams have played well,
with the Warrandyte Joeys sitting on
top of the ladder having won every

ame this season at the time the

iary went to print.

In Under 11s the Wrens are fighting
well in Level 1 with two wins and only
one loss. In the Under 13s the Level
1 Warrandyte Wasps are sitting on

top of the ladder and Level 2 team
Stingers are clawing their way to the
top with some great wins.

This month we give you a quarterly
play by play on the match between
our Ul3 Stingers and Deep Creek
Moonstones.

First quarter: Very tight contest,
goal for goal. Deep Creek 5 was
leading Warrandyte 4.

Second quarter: Great defence
by Heidi (GD) and Ashlea (GK) kept
Deep Creek to only one goal. Warran-
dyte forced a lot of errors by Deep
Creek. Olivia C and Livia teamed
up for three goals in a game being
played on a very windy day. Deep
Creek 1, Warrandyte 3.

Third quarter: A sloppy quarter by
both teams with a lot of turnovers
and overthrows due to tiredness.

Deep Creek 0, Warrandyte 1.

Fourth quarter: Warrandyte fin-
ished off nicely with some great
movement around the court, great
running by Kara (WD), Giorgi (C)
and some excellent defensive play
again by Heidi and Ashlea who kept
tight and stuck to their players.
There was some great shooting and
teamwork by Olivia C and Zhara to
shoot six goals.

Deep Creek 4, Warrandyte 6.

Final score: Warrandyte 14 d Deep
Creek 10.

The Under 15s are also doing well
with the Cobras winning their match
against Donvale 28 to 6. Under 17s
team Eagles are also at the top of the
ladder with three wins from three
games. In the Open A league Warran-
dyte’s Tigers are neck and neck with

the Deep Creek Diamonds with only
a few percentage points between
them. The girls are all standouts
especially Jess Dusting (captain),
Ysabel Galley (vice captian), Megan
Seymour, Zoe Van Gulick, Gabby
Ryan, Jessica Allwood, Erika Dyason,
not to forget Jasmine Woods and
Kennedy Price who is filling in this
season.

Net Set Go also started again for the
winter season, providing a chance
for the next generation of netballers
to learn basic netball skills before
testing them out on the court.

These classes are held at the
Templestowe courts on Saturday
mornings at 8.40am and are great
fun as well as providing our younger
girls with essential skills to play well
in netball.
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WARRANDYTE
Home With a Heart!
Serendip” on approx
bushiand vie O
home to reflect t

zoned main :d BR, character-laden e
bathroom. Delightful northerly alfresco under pergol

carport, 2 car spaces W
E~ 3 5 2

WARRANDYTE

Home and Alfresco Sanctuary
Exceptionalcombination-fabulousfamilyhomecomple-mented
by outstandirg alfresco living. Recently renovated comprising
multi-function open living room, contemporary S/S and
bamboo benches kitchen-dining, zoned master suite/retreat
WiR/upgraded/Sth bedroom. Private entertaining sanctuary
features views, large IG pool/spa/decking, storage. GDH, live
apphiances, Tas oak floors, bamboo terrace, S/S balustrades,
workshop, new fenang. Roof sprinklers and pump. Bitumen

OSP Useable allotmu\t
approx. 2005m2 Ef /:3
e 4 2 (23

WARRANDYTE

Position, Presentation and Price! Perfect!

There 15 no denying the power of position and this property s a
wnner! Elevated biock 1004m2 (approx.). This 3 bedroom home
offers a newly renovated intenior comprising new kitchen-living
room, 2 bathrooms, casual alfresco area overlooks the generous

183 - 187 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE
Fax: (03) 9844 2228 Email: admin@landfield.com.au

WARRANDYTE

Demolish and Develop

Sloping allotment of 1130m2 (approx.) with a small,
. old home that requires being ripped up and starting

again. It is such a wreck, 15 it worth restonng? | don't
# think so. Land value only!

backyard, workshop plus double carport. Stroll to the township,
cafes and Goldfields Plaza.

Come and meet the team at Landfield
consisting of four highly motivated, experienced
and local members. The staff at Landfield all
live in the area and therefore have a wonderful
understanding of the needs and wants of the
Warrandyte Community and its surrounds. Whether
you are looking to Sell, Buy, Lease out or Rent,

/ look no further than Landfield Warrandyte.
Dominic Cruz Glenn Martin Leanne Highmore Anne Cutler
0409 410 161 0427 852 806 Call us today on 0412 837 858 0408 174 552

',Meets Bi-monthly
We don't just serve wuth ded;cat:on and passion because we have compassion br ethel's
AMhenever.possible, we lend a hand to those in need.-nat |
acle ij‘ @rvice projects, but in our day to day activ

=4

www.landfield.com.au




