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One year reprieve 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
THE Victorian state government has 
awarded Nillumbik and Manningham 
councils a one-year reprieve on the 
reduction of minimum lot sizes in 
North Warrandyte and Warrandyte 
(west of Tindals Road). 

The Warrandyte Community Asso-
ciation says it is a "significant win" 
following earlier announcements 
that minimum lot sizes in Low De-
velopment Residential Zones (LORZ) 
would be halved from 0.4 Ha to 0.2 
Ha. Planning minister Matthew Guy 
made the official announcement 
last week. 

"We congratulate the state gov-
ernment for agreeing to Nillumbik 
and Manningharn councils' request 
to stop the reduction in the minimum 

lot size-even for just one year," WCA 
vice president Jonathan Upson said. 

Manningham councillor Paul Mc-
Leish told the Diary: "This decision is 
important in preserving the precious 
habitat in the buffer zone between 
Manningham and the Green Wedge." 

Much of the Warrandyte communi-
ty was outraged when the reduction 
in minimum lot sizes was announced 
last year with residents lodging over 
300 submissions to state government 
in opposition to the proposed chang-
es, together with formal submissions 
from Manningham and Nillumbik 
councils and the WCA. 

There are over 2800 LORZ prop-
erties in Manningham and more in 
Nillumbik that would be affected by 
the changes. 

"While this reprieve is welcome, 
it is important the state government 
implements a 'Ministerial Amend-
ment', or other means, to main-
tain the current minimum lot size 
beyond July of next year," Mr Upson 
sa.id. The alternative would be to 
force both Nillumbik and Man-
ningham councils to waste several 
years and thousands of ratepay-
ers' dollars pursuing a formal plan-
ning scheme amendment and fight-
ing proposed subdivisions in VCAT. 

Cr McLeish was pleased that Mem-
ber for Warrandyte Ryan Smith was 
supportive of council's viewpoint. 

"There is a lot of work for council 
to transition to the new planning 
zones, but we are prepared to step 
up and do what is important for the 

community," Cr McLeish said. 
Manningham courn:il plans to use 

the next 12 months to do the stra-
tegic work necessary to determine 
what minimum lot sizes would be 
appropriate for the zQne. 

Mr Upson said the WCA never un-
derstood why the state government 
would open the door to subdivisions 
in North Warrandyte and Warrandyte 
west of Tindals Road. 

"Besides the obvious detrimental 
impact to the neighbourhood char-
acter and environment that makes 
Warrandyte such a special place, 
enabling subdivisions to occur in 
an area of extreme bushfire risk can 
never make sense," Mr Upson said. 

The WCA was a strong advocate 
for councils "opting in" to planning 

scheme changes rather than un-
dertaking the significant time and 
expense of applying for planning 
scheme amendments. 

"A reduction in the minimum lot 
size-even for a period of a year 
or two while our councils incur the 
time and expense to implement a 
planning scheme amendment to re-
store the 0.4 hectare lot size-would 
have significant detrimental impacts 
on the unique neighbourhood char-
acter, environmental values and 
native vegetation in these areas ," 
WCA president Dick Davies said in 
a letter to state government. 

"Our councils are seeking to be 
empowered with the abiJity to main-
tain the minimum lot size that their 
citizens desire," Mr Upson said. 

peter gardiner LLB 
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A SPECIAL PLACE 
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 

Meanwhile hack ill the ....... 

Dog of a day on Dingley Dell 
& T the fron t door 

of 48 Dingley Dell 
Road lay a coir 
mat. I don't mean 
one that was more 

coy than other mats, ones 
that say WELCOME or HOME 
SWEET HOME for instance, 
but the fibrous variety that 
leave little hairy bits all over 
your porch every time you 
wipe your feet on them. 

And on that mat lay Charles, 
the Trotts' large and aristo-
cratic Weimaraner. Usually. 
The Saturday before last , 
however, when the family 
came back from the market, 
Charles wasn' t there. And 
neither was the mat. 

All they found was a mys-
terious trail of fluff leading 
along the verandah, around 
the corner and up to the ex-
pensively expansive kennel 
they bought when Charles 
was a pup that he'd never 
used since. 

But Charles was there now, 
ghostly grey and guilty look-
ing, hiccupping. And every 
time he hicced, up came a 
small piece of fluff to add 
to the growing pile around 
his sorry head. Perhaps he 
expected Gran , as a keen 
member of the Craft Group at 
the Mechanics Institute Hall, 
to weave them back into their 
former matness. 

"You've eaten the doormat, 
haven't you!" barked Narelle, 
who always had a strong 
grasp of the obvious. 

"Dumb animal," said Neville. 
"We'll have to take him to 
the vet." 

Charles would not get in the 
car. Neville tried to lift him. 
Jasper tried to lift him. Finally 
Neville and Jasper lifted him 
together and off they headed 
to Melbourne Hill Road. 

"He's done this sort of thing 

living with __,' 
The Trotts 

before, hasn't he?" noted the 
nurse. 

"Oh, not really," said Neville. 
"An oven mit . .. a pillow .. . a 
couple of odd shoes." 

That would explain why 
you're wearing a Dunlop Vol-
ley on one foot and a boat 
shoe on the other, thought 
the nurse. 

"Could you put him on the 
scales , please," she asked 
and went to call Stuart, who 
was just putting the finishing 
touches to his article on goat 
gout for Small Ruminants 
Monthly. 

Charles would not get on the 
scales. Neville tried lifting him. 
Jasper tried lifting him. Finally 
Neville and Jasper stood on 
the scales together holding 

Charles between them, then 
again without holding Charles 
between them, and calculated 
the difference. He weighed a 
doormat more than the last 
time he'd been to the vet's. 

"Stuart will see him now," 
said the nurse. "Could you 
bring him into the surgery, 
please." 

Charles wouldn't go into the 
surgery. 

Instead Charles climbed 
onto the scales. 

Neville tried to lift him off 
the scales. Jasper tried to lift 
him off the scales. Neville and 
Jasper tried to lift him off the 
scales together. Finally Nev-
ille and Jasper picked up the 
scales, with Charles on board, 
and carried them all into the 
surgery . 
. "He does have a history of 

eating things he shouldn't, 
doesn't he!" observed Stuart. 

"Oh, I don't know," said 

Neville. 
"A dressing gown ... a buck-

et ... and the Diary of course. 
Especially if he's in it." 

"I'll have to purge him," said 
Stuart, "and we 'II see what we 
come up with." 

A couple of hours later the 
nurse rang and asked them 
to pick Charles up, preferably 
before he ate any more of their 
magazines. 

And when at last they ar-
rived back home, Charles 
trotted straight up to the 
front door, turned around 
three times and settled down 
as though he'd forgotten the 
whole matter, not to mention 
the whole mat. 

"Do you even realise you've 
been to the vet?" asked Neville. 

Charles tilted his head, con-
sidered the question, and 
coughed up a rubber glove. 

ALAN 
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Warrandyte community 
rallies for family in need 
after fire destroys house 
By CHERIE MOSELEN 
ONE of the brilliant things 
about community is that it 
allows us to achieve great 
results that would be much 
harder to come by if we 
sought them on our own. 

A devastating electrical fire 
earlier this year in Watson's 
Creek left a local mother and 
her eight-year old daughter 
homeless. 

But a reservoir of goodwill , 
and a pooling of strength with-
in the Warrandyte community, 
is helping this family face the 
difficult task of rebuilding 
their lives. 

Karen Egan was driving 
home from the city that May 
evening when she received 
a message from a friend that 
flames had been seen in Gills 
Road. 

A tearful call from Ms Egan's 
oldest daughter-who drove 
to Watson's Creek to investi-
gate-confirmed the house 
her mother was renting had 
been consumed by fire. 

Fourteen fire trucks from 
Kangaroo Ground , Panton 
Hill , Yarra Glen and Diamond 
Creek unfortunately proved 
powerless against the blaze, 
which completely gutted the 
hebel-brick home. 

"The fire was caused by 
wiring that arced into the 
roof insulation somewhere 
between the kitchen and the 
dining room," Ms Egan told 
the Diary. 

"Investigators believe it 
may have been the work of 
rodents , whatever the reason, 
the fire destroyed everything 
inside." 

Ms Egan said observers de-
scribed the fire as "fierce" and 
told of the house imploding 
just 10 minutes after intense 
pressure from heat lifted the 
roof off. 

She acknowledged the fami-
ly was fortunate in that the fire 
hadn't occurred later, when 
they would have been sleeping. 

The brave action of neigh-
bours Nick and Mike Bell 
saved a car; otherwise mother 
and daughter have been left 
with three small pieces of jew-
ellery and a brass candlestick, 
after sifting through remaining 
ashes. 

A single mother on a health-
care card, now living with 
friends, Ms Egan is studying 
photography and had invest-
ed in several cameras and 
lenses, setting up a photo-
graphic studio at the rental 
property. 

"It was particularly difficult 
seeing my ruined cameras 
because I've been building a 

business," she said. "This will 
be a setback, but it's the emo-
tional cost that is the worst. 

"My daughter lost a pet in 
the fire and we'd also been 
getting over losing her grand-
father who died the day be-
fore Christmas - the loss 
of treasured family photos 
makes the experience partic-
ularly hard." 

Within a day of the fire, news 
had spread among the school 
community of Warrandyte's 
Andersons Creek Primar y 
where Ms Egan's daughter 
Seanna attends Grade 2. 

Class parent representa-

Several girls offered 
Seanna their pocket 
money and even 
some of their own 
birthday presents 

tives decided to co-ordinate 
a relief effort on behalf of the 
distressed family. 

Grade 2 "school mum" Don-
na Smith spoke to the Diary 
about the extraordinary local 
response they received. 

"Quinton's IGA immediately 
offered food , money and other 
necessities," Mrs Smith said. 
"The supermarket also do-
nated the profit from several 
sausage sizzles. 

"Once shoppers heard the 
money was going to assist 
a family that had suffered a 
house fire , they were amaz-
ingly generous, some giving 
as much as $100!" 

An initial amount of just 
over $1 700 was raised and the 
supermarket again donated 
bread and sausages over the 
next three weeks, bringing the 
fundraising total to around 
$2500. 

"I'm so proud of how the 
Warrandyte community has 
rallied around this family," 
said IGA owner Julie Quinton. 

"We also used our Facebook 
page to ask for donations, and 
people responded with offers 
of washing machines and 
fridges without even knowing 
who it was for. 

"Locals came forward in 
droves to man the sausage 
stand." 

Mrs Quinton said it was 
"heart-warming" to see how 
much people wanted to be 
part of the support effort. 

Having successfully raised 
money for Wildlife Victoria 
during the 2009 bushfires , 
Donna Smith teamed up with 
another experienced fund-
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All smiles again: Karen Egan with daughter Seanna and their pet dog Ugo. 
The house fire destroyed almost everything (below), including Karen's Canon cameras (inset). 

raiser, Andersons Creek prep 
mum Leanne Bradford. 

As well as working at the 
sausage stand, the two can-
vassed the community ask-
ing for assistance from local 
traders. 

Mrs Smith said that many 
businesses and associations 
had been generous with the 
offer of money and vouchers. 

Although traumatised by 

recent events, Ms Egan said 
the level of support from this 
caring community has helped 
ease a heavy load. 

"Andefsons Creek Primary 
has been incredible," she said. 

"The school gave Seanna a 
new uniform and school bag, 
and provided her lunch for 
weeks after the fire. 

"Grade 2 parents especial-
ly, and their children, have 

l·-~1B.M.C 
l~ J}T~ TRE E SERVICES 

ABN: 90 397 584 604 

dead, dangerous & large tree specialist 
tree removals - tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal - storm damage - prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice - 24 hour service 

fully insured - experienced climber 

CALL THE PROPER LOPPER 
BEN ON 0417 364178 

given us toys and clothes . 
Several girls offered Seanna 
their pocket money and even 
some of their own birthday 
presents. 

"I am humbled by the com-
passion we have been shown. 
Not just school friends but 
total strangers have gone out 
of their way to be kind, and 1 
thank them all." 

dear diary 
On May 2 this year, fire razed my 
house to the ground. Within 24 
hours the people of Warrandyte 
and surrounding communities 
got together to help my family 
and me, and support us in many 
ways. The despair and shock that 
we felt in those first days was 
lessened to a large extent by the 
reaction of so many people. I'd 
like to take th is opportunity to 
thank everyone involved - Julie 
Quinton from IGA organised sau-
sage sizzles and donations, fund 
raising events with various horse 
associations ATHRA and KGPC, 
donations from Rotary, vouchers 
from local shops, Mother's Day 
lunch for my family at Cocoa 
Moon, Andersons Creek Primary 
School supplied new uniforms 
and lunchesforSeanna. and 
all those generous people who 
donated toys, books, clothes, fur-
niture. Donna Smith. Kim Dixon, 
Leanne Bradford are a few of the 
people who jumped in straight 
away to help organise donations. 
My good friends Michelle & Da-
vid Nuttall have provided a roof 
over our heads until we can get 
back on our feet. I cannot list 
everyone so please forgive me if 
your name isn't mentioned. The 
response has just been so over-
whelming, and I'm grateful to 
everyone, including my beautiful 
kids, Emily, Leah, Michael, Alex 
and their partners, Robbie and 
Aiden. It has reinforced my faith 
in people. Thankyou everyone 
from the bottom of my heart. 

Karen Egan 

Changes to individual and business tax 
returns have added more complexity. 

Please contact us for assistance. 

Brian Spurrell FCPA {local res~ent) and associate 
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention 

to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice. 

We will visit you. 
"We ,n /N M'M cvn~ 

t Persoullsed Tautio• a as Acco1111tltlg Slnicn Pty ltd 
Certified Practis A""1!bll 
PO Box 143, Warrandyte. 3113 

nauSEO TUffllOO & T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
ccounT10; HRYIC£s M. E. info@ptasaccountants com au 
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Be Ready funding boost 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
THE Be Ready Warrandyte - Living 
w i th Bushfi re Risk initiative has 
·ecured funding from Manningham 
and illumbik Councils to continue 
it work in the community. 

The Warrandyte Community Asso-
ciation is thrilled the Manningham 
Council will be contributing 15,000 
and illumb ik 10,000 from their 
2013-14 budgets. 

Manningham May or Cr Jennifer 
Yang said the non-urban areas of 
Manningham are some of the high-
est fire ri sk areas o f Victoria and 
Council understands the importance 
of educating resi dents about the 
pecific requirements of living with 

this risk, while still enjoy ing the 
benefits of this beautiful part of our 
municipality. 

"Every year Council works closely 
with the CFA and the local commu-

Warrandyte Fire Watch 

,_ 

nity to educate local residents and 
ensure the fire preparedness of the 
Greater Warrandyte area," Cr Yan 
said. 

Manningham's funding of the proj-
ect falls outside their usual Commu-
nity Grants Program w hich has a 
ceiling of $10,000. The WCA believed 
the project merits special consider-
ation by Councillors for funding as 
it involves a body of work that has 
extensive broad public benefit well 
above those usually envisaged for 
the program. 

"We have also been encouraged 
by the passion and commitment of 
the WCA to find new and innovative 
ways to engage the community in a 
wide range of bushfire awareness 
programs to help get Warrandyte fi re 
ready," Cr Yang said. 

She explained that Manningham 
council welcomed the opportuni-
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ty to work with the WCA and the 
neighbouring Nillumbik Council to 
support a range of new fire aware-
ness initiatives for the Greater War-
randyte area. 

"Council was aware that the 'Be 
Ready Warrandyte Project ' would 
have extensive and broad public ben-
efit and in 2012 Manningham council 
was happy to contribute $7000 to 
further the aims of the project and 
continue to develop and implement 
new init iatives. 

" In 2013- 14 , council has again 
agreed to contribute funds to the 
project providing $ 15,000 in funds 
to assist the WCA to produce a new 
video aimed at school children, a 
new residents kit for people moving 
into the area to help them with their 
bushfire preparedness and addition-
al visitor signage, which will build 
on the work undertaken by the WCA 

throughout 2012-13 and assist with 
applications for other disaster grant 
funding," Cr Yang said. 

Be Ready Warrandyte Project man-
ager Jodi Clark said she was excited 
about the next phase of the Be Ready 
Warrandyte project and thanked 
local councils for their valuable 
contribution. 

"As a resident, I also look forward 
to the community continuing to work 
together in partnership with council 
and state agencies to improve our 
collective bushfire preparedness ," 
Mrs Clark said. 

The secured council funding will 
also support further Disaster Grant 
applications. 

Stay connected with the Be Ready 
Warrandyte project through Face-
book, Twitter or www.warrandyte. 
org.au/ fire. 

Manu's random hack of 
kindness for our fire safety 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
WARRANDYTE has benefitted from a 
significant contribution from a most 
un likely fellow, Manu Gill , a man 
who has never stepped foot on War-
randyte soil and until nine months 
ago had never heard of Austral ia's 
bush fire threat . 

Yet computer science student Mr 
Gill has generously contributed his 
t ime and expertise to the 'Be Ready 
War randyte-Living with Bushfire 
Risk' project, even if he may not be 
able to fully comprehend the impact 
his effor ts could make to Warrandyte 
residents in the event of a bushfire. 

The Be Ready Warrandyte project 
contacted Mr Gill through the 'Ran-
dom Hacks of Kindness ' initiative 
to help develop a real time bushfire 
webpage. It can be found at www. 
warrandyte.org.au/ fire-watch 

"I just wanted to help out," Mr Gill 
told the Diary . 

The global initiative Random Hacks 
of Kindness encompasses a commu-
nity of innovators trying to make the 
world a better place by developing 
practical, open source technology 
solutions to respond to complex 
community challenges. 

Mr Gill came to Australia from India 
nine months ago and is already onto 
his second community project. Mr 

Generous: Manu Gill. 

Gill chose Melbourne for the study 
and work opportunities, but says 
he would like to stay thanks to the 
friendly culture. 

"Through the project, I have met 
people who really care for and are 
motivated by their community," Mr 
Gill said. 

Before coming to Australia, Mr Gill 

hadn't heard of the infamous threat 
that is the Australian bushfire; but 
through his work on the Be Ready 
Warrandyte webpage he has come 
to appreciate just how important the 
dissemination of information is to the 
community in the event of a bushfire. 

"I saw it as a chance to make a dif-
ference by making it easy for people 
to find the information they need," 
Mr Gill said. 

The mobile compatible web page 
brings together data from multiple 
agencies in one central place, mak-
ing it much easier and faster for 
residents to find the information 
they need. 

Users can find refined information 
pertinent to the greater Warran-
dyte area that is derived from CFA, 
VicRoads and the Bureau of Meter-
ology. 

The web page also features a live 
Twitter feed which utilises user-gen-
erated information, where commu-
nity members can keep each other 
abreast of current conditions. 

Mr Gill is already working on his 
next project: an online food net-
work that connects farmers with 
consumers . 

The real time Bushfire Be Ready 
Warrandyte web page is available at 
www.warrandyte.org.au/fire-watch 

Warrandyte landmark building going, going . •• 
By M ICHELLE PINI 
INTERFSf was high at the auction 
of Warrandyte's old Wme Hall last 
month where the freehold proper-
ty, which houses folk Art, has had 
only two owners in its 123-year 
history and has remained under 
the same family ownership since 
1921. 

Despite a good turnout on a sun-
ny day, the property was passed 
in. However, as the Diary was go-
ing to print, Glenn Martin of Land-
field Real Estate confirmed that 
two interested parties had sought 
advice from Manningham Council 
and Heritage Victoria before final-
ising offers on the property. 

On the day auctioneer Allan 
Lord gave a detailed account of 
the considerable history of the 
building and outlined the envi-
ronmental and heritage overlays 
before discussing the property's 
features, including its location 
and panoramic views. He said 
enormous public interest had 
been shown in the freehold with 
several people indicating a desire 
to bid. 

Mr Lord then invited those pres-
ent to "buy a part of the history 
of Warrandyte". He de,cribed the 
property as "rare and unique" 
and said it was "a privilege to be 
entrusted with Its sale", which he 

described as being emotional for 
all involved. 

Mr Lord commenced proceed-
ings with a vendor bid of $750,000 
and when no bids were r eceived, 
then r eviewed instructions with 
the vendor and raised this to 
$770,000. However, there were no 
bids and the property was passed 
in. Mr Martin said he was amazed 
with the lack of bidding as "there 
were several expressions of inter-
est prior to the auction". He add-
ed that two offers on the property 
had subsequently been made, but 
fell short of the reserve. 

Owner Wendy Duncan told the 
Diary she was sad to be parting 
with the property, which had be-

longed to her grandparents---pro-
prietors of Mrs Robertson's Tea-
rooms as It was then known-and 
at which she had spent every sum-
mer of her childhood. Ms Duncan, 
together with her cousin Brian 
Chivers, fondly recalled spending 
long days swimming in the river 
and seeing in "many New Years" 
on the bridge. During those occa-
sions their grandmother would 
play the piano that had been 
carried by hand over the upstairs 
verandah for the festivities. Ms 
Duncan was surprised there had 
been no bids and indicated she 
would be "very happy if someone 
could love It and make It what It 
11.9ed to be". 



WARRANDYfE'S 
property prices 
are expected to 
be "steady" for 
the remainder of~r.~r· accor to 
Landflel Real 
Estate's Dominic 
Cruz (pictured), 
although they 
are slightly up due to a short-
age of properties for sale. 

The Reserve Bank left official 
interest rates on hold last week 
for the second consecutive 
month but left the door open 
for further cuts if needed to 
stimulate the economy. 

"Warrandyte has a very 
sheltered property market and 
prices do not fluctuate as much 
as other areas of Melbourne," 
Mr Cruz says. "Last year prices 
dropped slightly but recovered 
towards the end of the year 
and have remained steady 
throughout 2013. 

"There is a very good clear-
ance rate in Warrandyte as 
long as the property is priced 
correctly and marketed well." 

He believes Warrandyte is 
still "a very undervalued sub-
urb" with what it has to offer 
lo terms of the Yarra River, a 
tranquil environment, unique 
real estate, walklng tracks, 
cafes and restaurants, good 
schools and public transport. 

Worthy recipients 
By CHERIE MOSELEN 
TWO local men were among those 
who received Order of Australia 
Medals last month. 

The Queen's Birthday honours list 
for 2013 included Stephen Frederick 
Coffey of Wonga Park and former Nil-
lumbik mayor and Kangaroo Ground 
resident Warwick St Clair Leeson. 

Mr Coffeey received an OAM for 
"service to the community, particu-
larly children" and he told the Diary 
the medal was a genuine surprise. 

"l feel like I won the trilecta," he 
said. 

"My wife Carolyn had earlier re-
ceived notification of her PHD, our 
son and his wile gave us our ninth 
grandchild on the Queen's Birthday 
Monday, and then of course there 
was the terrific honour of receiving 
the medal, which was such a plea-
sure because I really had no idea 
about it." 

A board member of the Children's 
Protection Society for 22 years, Mr 
Coffey was nominated for the award 
by society president Tim Mulvaney 
several years earlier. 

His family then supported the 
nomination, providing evidence of 
his longstanding voluntary efforts 
across several organisations. 

Mr Coffey said the Children's 
Protection Society, which reinvent-
ed itself in the 1980s as a family 
support agency for children at risk, 
provided an important service to the 
community and he was glad to have 
contributed over the years. 

Also a strong supporter of the 
pony club movement-over a 30-
year period that included positions 
as state president and national 
treasurer-Stephen praised the as-
sociation because it teaches children 
responsibility. 

"Pony club teaches life skills in a 
way that very few youth organisa-
tions do. It gives its members real 
purpose, so you never see these kids 
on the street-they've got way too 

Order of Australia Medals: Stephen Coffey (above) and Warwick Leeson. 

much to do!" 
Meanwhile, Mr Leeson said he felt 

"a great sense of honour and pride" 
in receiving his OAM "for service 
to the community of St Andrews, 
particularly in the aftermath of the 
2009 Victorian bushfires". 

"In the wake of the bushfires, and 
with the personal experience of a 
family member losing their home, I 
committed to helping local people in 
their struggle to stabilise their lives 
and rebuild their sense of place," Mr 
Leeson said. 

"l was fortunately situated to be 

able to donate my time, energy 
and experience to this cause and 
I am proud that my award citation 
acknowledges this ." 

Mr Leeson said he has been 
actively involved with many groups 
and causes in his neighbourhood 
for almost 50 years , and believes 
volunteerism is the key to building 
healthier and more resilient com-
munities. 

He also hopes the awareness this 
award creates inspires others to 
consider helping their communities 
through volunteering. 

It's not a new fire levy, it's a fairer fire levy. 
On 1 July 2013, as recommended by the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission, the Victorian Government is 
replacing the old fire services levy with a fairer system. 

Rather than being added to Insurance premiums. the levy will now be collected with council rates. This means 
all property owners contribute a fair share to the Country Fire Authority or the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. 

The levy is a fixed charge of $100 for residential properties and $200 for non-residential properties. plus a 
variable charge based on the property's capital improved value. 

All funds will go towards supporting Victoria's fire services. 

GST and stamp duty charged on the old levy have been removed 
and. for the first time. eligible pensioners and veterans will receive 
a $50 concession. These reforms will save households and 
business around $100 million a year. 

fire levy. vie.gov.au 

FIRE SERVICES 
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New-look community centre almost 
complete - library to open next month 
By MICHELLE PINI 
THE opening of the refur-
bished Warrandyte Commu-
nity Centre (WCC) is yet to 
be confirmed but a council 
spokesperson told the Diary 
renovations are nearing com-
pletion and the "official launch 
is scheduled for September". 

The moving process for ten-
ants is planned to commence 
on August I with the new 
library first cab off the rank 
and open to the public on 
August 20. 

The much anticipated new 
library facility will form the 
centre of the redevelopment 
and will include collections 
appealing to a range of tastes 
and age groups as well as 
public internet, copying and 
fax facilities. Space has also 
been allocated for events, dis-
cussion groups, study areas 
and several library programs 
for the community. 

Manningham mayor Jennifer 
Yang referred to the new li-
brary facility as "a centrepiece 
in building community life". 
The Warrandyte Information 
Centre, Lions Op Shop, Neigh-
bourhood House and Warran-
dyte Diary tenants are expect-
ed to move in shortly after 
August 20 when the library is 
open to the public. 

Member for Warrandyte 
Ryan Smith says the mod-
ernisation of the centre was 
significant. 

"As an important hub for 
the community, the redevel-

opment of the Warrandyte 
Community Centre will offer 
new spaces for Warrandyte 
residents to gather for educa-
tion and for social occasions," 
Mr Ryan said. 

Ms Yang described the 
$2.65m WCC refurbishment as 
an outstanding result for the 
community and a wonderful 
collaboration between local 
and state governments, the 
Warrandyte Community Bank 
and the Community Centre 
Reference Group. 

The Diary was given a be-
hind the scenes tour last week 
and can confirm the centre, 
although not complete, looks 
fantastic and spacious with 
installations that include solid 
wooden frames and cladding, 
eye-catching carpet and light 
fittings in the new library area, 
lifts, and beautiful solid bam-
boo flooring in the function 
room upstairs among other 
features. 

Pictures: Stephen Reynolds. 



WUSS seeks helpers 
By MICHELLE PINI 
WARRANDYTE Housing and 
Support Service (WHSS) has 
struggled to keep up with 
the demand for services in 
the greater Warrandyte area 
in recent times but the wel-
fare organisation, which has 
been providing community 
support services for over 22 
years, may have found a way 
to continue. 

"We were very concerned 
and it looked as though we 
may have to close our doors ," 
says founder Margory Lap-
worth, who has continued 
to operate the service on 
a voluntary basis since its 
inception. 

"After investigating many 
possible funding options, 
however, a solution appears to 
have presented itself for WHSS 
to continue into the future. 

"It looks as though a funding 
opportunity has opened up 
at the eleventh hour, which 
is wonderful ," Mrs Lapworth 
says. 

Although relieved that the 
good work of WHSS is set to 
continue, she says there is 
more work to be done. 

"We are now in urgent need 
of more compassionate peo-
ple, who want to make a differ-
ence, to join our team." 

Mrs Lapworth, who received 

Miners 
C<)ttage 

an Order of Australia medal 
for her ongoing community 
service, has managed WHSS 
with a dedicated team of 
volunteers on the simple 
premise of providing prac-

tical assistance-including 
housing, financial and emo-
tional support-to anyone 
in need without borders or 
judgement. 

"It's extremely enjoyable and 

rewarding work," she told the 
Diary. 

• To volunteer or make a 
donation, contact Warrandyte 
Housing Support Service on 
9844 4495. 

Melbourne Hill's stormy catchment scheme 
By MICHELLE PINI 
RF.SIDENI'S of the Mel-
bourne Hill Road storm-
water catchment area are 
awaiting confirmation of 
a community meeting to 
discuss progress on coun-
cil's controversial drainage 
proposal. 

At a recent public meet-
ing residents were asked 
to finalise a community 
reference panel to act as an 
advisorycommittee.Tbe 
panel, made up of demo-
cratically elected repre-
sentatives from all sections 
of the catchment area, is 
intended to unify diverse 
interests and put forward 
ideas to council-although 
the formal recommenda-
tion to council will be made 
by council officers. 

Council engineer Peter 
Alvaraz told the Diary that 
council had explored and 
presented to the commu-

nity several possibilities 
in addition to the initial 
proposal. He indicated 
that a further meeting date 
had "not been confirmed" 
but would most likely take 
place in late July. He said 

Clyde's Conundrum 
Bill from Brackenbury Street is on a 
camping expedition and phoned home 
with the following news. Yesterday he 
took his morning walk from his tent. 
He walked 1 km south, then 1 km west, 
then 1 km north, then ended up back 
at his tent but couldn't get in because 
there was a bear outside. What colour 
was the bear? 

Solution next month. 

council intended to "ex-
plore every avenue togeth-
er with the task group and 
the community". 

Residents have remained 
unconvinced that the initial 
drainage proposal, as well 

as subsequent amended 
versions offered by council, 
will sufficiently address the 
complexity of the drainage 
issues which have affected 
the area. 

They have also voiced 
concerns that ratepayers 
would be expected to fund 
50 per cent of the scheme, 
given council had approved 
affected homes in the flood 
prone areas. 

Similarly, residents be-
lieve council's neglect of 
maintenance works on ex-
isting drains raises doubts 
about the future upkeep of 
a new scheme. 

"We are confident that 
we can offer successful and 
viable options that would 
address all issues and alle-
viate unnecessary costs to 
council, ratepayers and res-
idents," said Peter Hookey 
(pictured), spokesperson for 
the resident's group. 

Warrandyte 
Community 
Market 
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Under the gum trees, on Stiggants Re-
serve, Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
First Saturday of each month 
-except January, 9am-lpm. 
Ample parking. 
Light refreshments available. 
Enquiries: 9844 4495 Q 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS 

• We come to you at home or office 
• Logbook and general servicing 
• Mechanical repa.irs 
• Safety inspections 
• Quallfted mecharuc with over 15 years expenence 
• Fully insured and all work guaranteed 
• Mobile EFTPOS available 

Dean mllott 
0434 249 509 wwwdga,Ito.com a.u 

Warrandyte Youth Arts Award 
Applications are invited for the 2013-2014 Warrandyte Youth Arts Award 

A S10,000 Award sponsored by the Warrandyte Community BanK 

A commuruty based encouragement award f0r yoong Warrandy!e atUSIS between 
the ages of 18 and 25. It ,s open to apploeants across a broad spectrum of tt,e a,-.s. 
It tS awarded to the appiocant with the greatest potennal for OI.IStanding achievement 
in the~ field Appbcanls are assessed between September 2013 and February 
2014 wih the Award presentabon being made OJring the Festival 111 March 2014 

Apply before 31 July 2013 to http:/Ainyurl.comlwyaa-13 
Enquines . Jock MaaietSh. Phone · (03) 9844 4164 Moboe • 0417 306 286 

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS 

Canu« 
Jacquelme Bell 
Denu.l Pi-osth-enst 

Experience The Difference 

• Natural Looking Dentures 
• Relines and Repair.; 

• laminated Mouthguards 
• On The Spot Health Claims 

FOR SALE 
Triumph 

Daytona 67S 
2007, 7500kms, Gold. 

Comes with Yoshi Mura 
Pipe. Excellent 

condition. Must be seen 
$9,500 

Contact Randal 
0416164421 

ACT GLOBALLY 
-SHOP LOCALLY 

Design 

Sustainable 

YOUR COMPLETE 8UILOING ANO DESIGN SE.RVICE 

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119 
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au 

www.truewood.com.au 



ROD QUANTOCK is back 
to perform his new show 
In one night, be thoroughly 
entertained plus informed on the 
latest in cli ma te change action , by 
this hilar ious local comedian and 
canny observer of human nature. 

TICKETS STUDENTS 

$30 $20 
perhead perhead 

For booking info: 
warrandytecan.com.au 

Saturday 21 Sept : 8pm 
Anderson's Creek Primary School 
Drysdale Road Warrandyte 

Warrand,1ecan 
aMATE ACTl0H tt0W 

C 
Wair•~ m; 0 t $9 :::ldl 

Discover 

Village School I 
lndependent Primary 

Discover why Village School is an exceptional choice 
for your child 's education. 
For a regular tour or to arrange a 
private tour please call 9726 4766 

NEXT TOURS 
1, ~1/~;),r·" 

Village School 
lmkpen I 111 Pr,m.uy \1hool 

9-13 Holloway Road, Croydon North I www.villageschool.vic.edu.au 

KELLYBROOK 
YARRA VALLEY 

WINERY & DISTILLERY 
ESTABLISHED 1 9&0 

A LA CARTE DINING CELLAR DOOR FUNCTIONS 

SLOW COOKED SEASONAL LUNCH/DINNER $45 
1WO COURSES AND A GLASS OF WINE OR CIDER 
(Available Friday /Saturday Lunch and Friday Dinner) 

CELLAR DOOR OPEN EVERY DAY 
Mon- Sat 10am to 5pm • Sunday 11am to 5pm 

97221304 
Fulford Rd, Wonga Park www.kellybrookwinery.com.au 



Kicking goals on m, __ 
By MITCHliLL HALL 
MICHAEL Colling, founder and di-
rector of 'Who 's the manr, along 
with youth worker Sam Loy held 
a presentation for the Warrandyte 
Junior Football Club's teenagers late 
last month. 

"The Talk", as it is known in the 
program, is aimed to educate young 
men about what it means to be a man 
and challenges the often harmful 
stereotype that mainstream media 
portrays, and what much of soci-
ety expects, that 
can often damage 

Michael and Sam spent the evening 
putting the boys through scenarios 
and hypothetical situations, asking 
for their opinions on current matters 
as well as sharing some statistics 
about young men of today. 

The group was also informed of 
where they can go for help (such 
as school support services, youth 
centres, and help lines) should they 
ever need it, as well as showing them 
a short film on drink-driving. 

Craig Robison , there with his 
son Jasper, said he 
thought the talk 

self-esteem. 
'Who 's the man.I' 

has a mission to 
hold a mirror up to 
the issues that boys 
and young men face 
each day and helps 
in creating strate-
gies and teaching 
practical lessons in 

was "quite power-
ful " and that it dealt 
with relevant issues 
and "things that can 
change the ir deci-
sion makin g later 
in life". 

Some of the 
conversations that 
were going on were 
important and I hope 
that they continue 
with them. Thirteen-year-old 

Ben Dickson said 
he thought it was 

a really effective, well thought out 
discussion. 

how to handle obstacles that may 
hold them back. 

"I'm not here as a motivational 
speaker to tell you about my life, 
trust me, it's not that interesting." 
Michael said to lighten the mood , 
pointing out he wasn' t there to 
lecture them. He then tackled is-
sues including the attitude young 
men have towards women , drink 
driving, comradeship , and certain 
behaviours and expectations. 

One activity called upon the group 
to list what attributes they thought 
society expected of both men and 
women. Some of the words that came 
to the boys' minds for what a man 
represented were "strong", "fear-
less", "the provider" and "doesn't 
show emotions". 

After the event Michael told the 
Diary he enjoyed talking to the boys. 

"I'm really impressed with the War-
randyte Junior Football Club, with 
their attitudes and engagement," he 
said. "Some of the conversations that 
were going on were important, and I 
hope that they continue with them." 

If you'd like to find out more about 
' Whos the manr and the program, 
visit www.whostheman.net.au. 

Who's the man?: It's Michael 
Colling, of course, with 

Warrandyte Junior 
Football Club youngsters 

Liam Vaughan, Jasper Robison 
and Ben Dickson. 

Youth services return to Warrandyte 
l~ WARRANDYfE Community Bank 

and Manningham YMCA Youth 
Services have partnered again to 
provide a new program for youth 
in Warraodyte. 

Called Sundays with Steve, it is 
a program aimed at the 10-15 age 
group, but with a twist. 
"What we really liked about this 
program was not just the fact that 
it was bringing much needed 
youth services into the area, but it 
provides a leadership opportunity 
to the 18 to 2~year-0lds keen to 
assist with youth development 
in the area," said Sarah Wrigley, 
chairman of the Warraodyte Com-
munity Bank. 

"It makes the program a men-
toring and leadership program 
and, to all intents and purposes, a 
sustainable model that can run for 
some time and be extended into 
other communities." 
The program will run under the 
auspices of Maoningham YMCA 
Youth Services by Josh Clarke, 

who grew up in Warraodyte and 
is passionate about the area. 

"Initially. we'll have three volun-
teer youth leaders with about five 
young people under each leader.~ 
Mr Clarke said. "The youth leader 
will be expected to contact their 
young people with upcoming 
event details, ensure that their 
young people are well supported 
and amend the program to suit 
the interests of his or her group. 

"We'll have a range of acti'\-ities 
like laser tag and movie nights 
thro~ out Terms 3 and 4, cul• 
minattng in a camp in January. 
It will be a safe environment and 
give the young people in the area 
something to do in Warrandyte on 
a Sunday afternoon.~ 
The program will start in Term 3 
and is free for its first term. From 
Term 4 it will cost 100 per term. 
For more information visit: www. 
manninghamymcayouthservires. 
org.au or contact Josh Clarke on 
9848 5400. 

Sundays with Steve: Warrandyte Community Bank 
chairman Sarah Wrigley, the YMCA's Josh Clarke and 
Steven Dupon with branch manager Mark Challen. 

Everyone in Warrandyte reads the Diary 
For more than 40 years the Diary has been the true voice of Warrandyte. 
We have reported the news, celebrated the sport, publicised the events 
and championed the causes of this special place. Your advertising is in 
good company in the Warrandyte Diary. 
The Diary reaches the customers you need at a price you want to pay. 

Call Briony and discuss how the Diary can help your business grow. 

PHONE· 9844 0555 EMAIL: info@warrandytediary.corn.au 
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SELECT~ 
METAL RDDFING PTY LTD 
,.._ar,. 3~ ,05 689 601 Licensed Roof Plumbers 

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks 
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks 
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation 

9844 3619 - 0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing .com .au 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Care about your 
environment? 

~! 
Why not think 

about joining your 
local environment 

group? 
FRIENDS OF 

WARRANDYTE 
STATE PARK 

Artur Muchow 0415 383 328 

OSTEOPATH 
in Warrandy te 

An Osteopath can help with: 
• back & neck pain 
• headaches & migraines 
• joint pain 
• sports injuries 
• sciatica 
• back pain with pregnancy 
• and much more .. . 

Warrandyte Osteopathy , 
Shop 2, 90 Melbourne Hill Road 
Warrandyte 9844 2465 

Warrandyte 

WARRANDYTE 
•• GLASS •• 

All types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

Support local traders 

SHAPES 
BOBCAT & 
EXCAVATOR 

PHONE 9844 2117 
0410402046 

,!:1 
,!2 
(j 

,. 
{,~ 
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Dr Stuart Turner (e.v.sc.J 
& Associates 

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & 
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte 

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071 

NEW WEEKEND HOURS 
SATURDAYB-4 SUNDAY10-12 

Tl:fE aromas of freshly baked breads and pastries, hot choco-
lates and coffee, Dutch poffertjes , curry puffs, Phil's burgers 
and warm popcorn always lures the masses to the banks of 
the Yarra River on the first Saturday each month, and July's 
market was no exception. 

The monthly Warrandyte market may have skipped a beat 
when cancelled in June due to inclement weather, but it was 
back in full swing last weekend. 

The market provides a melting pot of cultural experiences 
with its diverse offering of buskers, plants, homemade pre-
serves and other goodies, crafts and tasty eats always a hit 
with locals and visitors ... oh yes, and it's a great morning or 
afternoon out for our local dog community, too. 

Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS 

Daniel Patience Podiatry 
Goldfield's Medical Clinic 

For an appointment please ring 9874 7740 leaving a 
voicemail if necessary and your call will be returned promptly. 

Email: danielpatience7@gmail.com 

DIARY MINI ADS 
CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings, 
namings and renewals. All areas. 
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726. 
www.bruceshand.com.au 

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189. 

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
Weddings, namings and funerals. 
Personalised service. Suzie Gordon 
0457 084 467. 

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely, in style and comfort. 
Airport transfers, Parties, Weddings. 
City and Suburb to Suburb. Up to 
6 passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801 . 

FOR SALE Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutch and animal carry bag. $25 
Phone 9844 3924. 

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943 
or leave a message on 9722 2592 

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified 
structural, civil and geotechnical 
draftsman, 32 yrs. (Autocad 25yrs). 
Ring Ian 0401050191. 

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409137 246. 

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024. 

HOUSE PAINTING Call your local 
painter for friendly and efficient 
service. No job too small. Seniors 
discount available. Phone Clint 's 
Progressive Painting Service 9844 
4969 or 0424 731 830. 

YOGA NORTH WARRANDYTE 
Experienced teacher. Tuesday 
9am, Thursday 7.30pm, Saturday 
Yoga & Pilates 9am. Call Robyn 
0422264065. 

ALUCOBOND installation. Any 
suburb. Free quote. Call Beau 
0418143152or Allan 0414356171 . 

w• m,., MINI AD? The BRe8jl86l 
way to send your message to the 
Warrandyte community. $5.50for 4 
lines, then $1 each additional line, 
prepaid. Phone 9844 0555. 

Halls for Hire 
Uniting Church Hall 
Anglican Church Hall 
Mechanics Hall 

98443547 
98442193 

0408443 368 



market a winter wonderland 

"national~ -
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Sunday 28 July 2013, 10am to 12pm 
50 Challenger Street, Diamond Creek 
Join us at Challenger Street Welland 
Reserve, Diamond Creek, to help plant 
1000 indigenous trees, shrubs and grasses. 

Barbecue lunch provided. Bring gloves 
and wear sturdy clothing, including boots. 
Parking is available on site. 

For more information please contact 
Tim Krasevac on 9433 3121. 

HUt~'fBtUOGf. 
FARMf.RS' MAR~f 
Get your quality, fresh and 
seasonal produce from local producers! 

Sunday 4 August 2013 
8.30am-1pm 
Fergusons Paddock, 
Hurstbridge-Arthurs 

.. 

Creek Road, Hurstbridge =:=::-;--
www.hurstbridgefarma-smarkat.com.au 

PIT STOP FOR DADS 
8-week interactive 
evening parenting program 

Get the facts on fatherhood, 
find out why dads matter to kids, develop 
your own parenting style, balance life, work 
and family, and much more. 

When: Tuesdays 7.30pm, 
30 July -17 September 2013 

Where: Diamond Creek East 
Primary School 

To book a place or find out more contact 
Narelle Hart 9433 3135. 
Narelle.Hart@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Practically 
Green Sustainability 
Awards 2013 
Nillumbik Shire Council invites all 
members of our local community to 
participate in the 2013 Practically Green 
Sustainability Awards. 

Nominations close 31 July 2013. For 
nomination forms and further information 
visit www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au, call in to the 
Civic Centre at Civic Drive, Greensborough 
or phone 9433 3211. 

L2P 
LEARNER 

DRIVER 
MENTOR 

PROGRAM 
NEED HELP GETTING 
YOUR 120 HOURS? 
L2P is an exciting program 
available to Nillumbik's 16- 20 
year olds, who need assistance 
with gaining their 120 hours of 
driving practice. 

The L2P Program: 

• matches learner drivers with 
volunteer driving mentors 

• is free and includes insurance 
is conducted in automatic cars 
during the day and night. 

For more information please contact 
Suzzan Edgeworth 9433 3329 or 
0408 979 3TT or email SuzzanEral. 
Edgeworth@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

vicroads 

Applications for the Eltham Library 
Community Gallery 2014 Exhibition 
Program open Monday 22 July and 
close Friday 13 September 2013. 

To be eligible to apply artists must live, work or 
study in Nillumbik or be able to demonstrate 
strong, ongoing links to the Shire. 

For more information or an appi icatton 
form contact Grace Longato. Visual Arts 
Development Officer -Arts and Cultural 
Services on 9433 3131 or email 
grace.longato@nillumbik.vie.gov.au . 

Debbie ROSI SO , Counterforce 2012 (detail) 
o,I on canvas 91.San x 75.5cm 
Copyright the art1sl Exhtbif October 2013 

www.nillumbik.vie.gov.au 
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A golden 
$10,000 grant is up for grabs 
for applicants aged 18 to 25 
BJ BRIANNA PIAZZA 
THE Warrandyte community has 
been asked to encourage budding 
artists not to miss a golden opportu-
nity to boost their career prospects 
as applications for the Warrandyte 
Youth Arts Award close this month. 

Applicants aged between 18 and 
25 are drawn from a wide range of 
endeavors that are broadly defined 
as art. Past winners include a jewel-
lery designer, opera signer and metal 
sculptor. 

The biennial award has helped 
13 ambitious young grant winners 
build their careers since it started 
in 1988, as well as many others who 
have benefitted from the award's 
mentoring process. 

This year organisers are looking 
forward to an enthusiastic selection 
of new applicants with the 2013-14 
recipient expected to receive $10,000 
- more than ever before in the histo-
ry of the award. 

"It's an encouragement award, an 
award to help promote a young per-
son's career as an artist," Warrandyte 
Arts and Education Trust president 
Jock Macneish said. 

"What the award looks at is 'are 
you likely to go on and contribute in 
a significant way to a field of arts in 
years to come?' The award is given 
to a young person with that potential 
and only people who are already 
professionals in that field can .tell if 
the young adult can do that." 

One of the unique features of the 
biennial award is applicants are 
assessed by three professionals in 
their field before a panel decides on 
a winner. Applicants have the oppor-
tunity to take part in choosing who 
assesses them, often outstanding 
leaders in their field who they may 
have thought were inaccessible. 

One of the award 's early recipients 
was Gabrielle Davidson who went on 
to have a career as a professional 
ballerina in the Australian Ballet 
Company. 

Gabrielle put the prize money to-
wards seeing ballet shows in Europe 
and coaching from a Soviet-Rus-
sian-born prima ballerina Natalia 
Makarova in London. She said the 
experience set her a solid foundation 
and gave her a good start to her pro-
fessional dancing career. 

"The award meant I could get 
coaching with Natalia. I wouldn't 
have had that opportunity if I hadn't 
had money from the youth award . In 
dancing you 're always working on 
your technique but if you can get as 
much input as possible, that allows 
you to develop and grow as a danc-
er," Gabrielle said. 

Success: Recent award winner 
Vaughan Howard in Denmark. 

Applicants don't necessarily have 
to live in Warrandyte but it is re-
quired they have an association with 
Warrandyte - for example, being in-
volved in the Warrandyte community 
or previously having lived here. 

Past applicant Ben Dennis didn't 
win the award last time around but 
says the whole application process 
was an "invaluable experience". 

Ben started volunteering at the 
Warrandyte Festival from the age 
of 13, helping out with stage man-
agement. 

At 16 he started DJing. Despite 
missing out on the award, he says 
the entire process meant he was 
able to meet with influential people 
in the industry and make important 
contacts. 

"I personally think I was able to 
have money-can't-buy experiences 
and of course in this kind of industry 
'who you know' is definitely a major 
plus," Ben said. 

"It gave me insight into the different 
types of jobs in the music industry 
and provided me with the knowledge 
of what direction to go in." 

The award's most recent recipi-
ent, architect and interior designer 
Vaughan Howard, told the Diary 
although the interview process can 
be nerve-wracking, it's a great way 
for young artists to make contacts in 
their industry and connect with peo-
ple in the Warrandyte community. 

As for this year's applicants , 
Vaughan advises them to think about 

Say hello to the Scrimshaw Four 
BJ BRIANNA PIAZZA 
THE Scrimshaw Four amazed War-
randyte locals for the first time 
when they ,ot together to play their 
first ever gig at fast year's Warran-
dyte Festival. 

Since then the budding blue-
grass-lndie band has flourished 
with the release of their first EP, and 
spending their summer busking at 
beachside towns and scoring regu-
lar gigs around Melbourne. 

Tyler Arnold flays the banjo 
while the group s youngest star, 
IS-year-old Geordie Schellhorn, 
plays the double bass. Then there's 
l[Uitarist Jesse Sheers and his older 
6rother Matt, who has been playing 
the violin since he was in Grade 3. 

Before forming a four-person 
band, Tyler and Matt had been 
busking at the Warrandyte market 
since tliey were lo Year 10 while 
Jesse and Geordie had also been 
busking together. 

But after being together for more 
than a year, the Scriinshaw Four has 

I guess it's also really 
special because both 
bands have their origins 
in Warrandyte. 

played several birthdays, weddings 
and parties, and at venues through-
out Melbourne. 

"Our alm for live music Is to just 
have as much fun as possible," Matt 
says. "We find that's really Import-
ant because we've been to a Jot of 
gigs where bands take themselves 
so seriously. So long as people have 
fun we're happy." 

The boys say one of their high-
lights so far has been supporting 
The Teskey Brothers' single launch 
at the Workers club last month. 

"The Teskey Brothers are also 
a Warrandyte band so that was 
nice and It was also really special 
because a little while ago we had 
our EP launch and they supported 

us too," Jesse said. "I guess it's also 
really special because both bands 
have their origins in Warrandyte." 

The Scrimshaw Four even had the 
opportunity to record a CD at Sam 
Teskey's studio in Warrandyte. But 
they said playing at the Warrandyte 
Festival this year was one of the 
band's standout experiences. 

"Playing at the Warrandyte Fes--
tival this year on the main stage is 
definitely a highlight - it's some-
thing we had wanted to do for a 
long time," Matt said. 

"We love hanging out in Warran-
dyte and it's great to see that people 
have been so responsive to our CD 
and supportive." 

The four went to the Steiner 
School in Warranwood where they 
say their interest and passion for 
music really developed. 

The group considers Matt as a 
"younger version of Andrew Bird", 
a US musician and songwriter who 
also plays the violin, along with 
several other Instruments. 

As for their plans for the future, 
the group hopes to travel to Byron 
Bay this summer and do some 
more busking along the coast. They 
also plan to make their way to the 
Woodford Folk Festival for New 
Year's Eve. 

"It's the biggest folk festival In 
Australia and It would be such a 
great adventure for the band. We've 
always been Interested in doing it 
and we've tho~t for a while about 
heading there, Tyler, 22, said. 

The band is already halfway 
through working on a new album, 
which they expect to release at the 
end of the year. They say people 
can expect a mix of original and 
old songs. Those hoping to catch 
The Scrimshaw Four in action can 
do so at the Warrandyte market 
where the group plays on the first 
Saturday of every month. 

• To find out more about the 
band's upcoming gigs visit their 
Facebook page: www.facebook. 
comflbeScrlmlhawFour. 



chance for our youth 

Successful career: Gabrielle Davidson as a ballet dancer (left) and (above) with her family today. 

what they would put the money to-
wards and how they would benefit 
from it. 

"I think that having a strong idea ol 
what you want to do with the money 
from the award, an idea that will re-
ally contribute meaningfully to your 
chosen practice and wouldn't be pos-
sible for you to achieve without the 
award, would be a really important 
thing to be clear on when applying," 
he said. 

The application process will take 
six months, with interviews begin-

ning in August before assessment by 
industry professionals. 

"How, when and where assessment 
takes place is entirely the decision ol 
the applicant and the assessor," Mr 
Macneish said. 

"It's a very gentle, supportive pro-
cess and over the six months you 
see a change in the young people 
who start to realise they live in a 
community that supports their tal-
ents and recognises that working as 
an artist is as valuable as working as 
a plumber." 

The Warrandyte Arts and Educa-
tion Trust is hosting the award and 
this year's sole sponsor is the War-
randyte Community Bank. 

However, Mr Macneish said that 
the award itself was a tribute to 
the Warrandyte Lions Club , who 
fostered , sponsored and supported 
the award over 24 years. 

• Applications close July 31. For 
more info about the award call Jock 
Macneish on 9844 4164. To apply 
visit http://tinyurl.com/wyaa-13. 

Extremely rewarding: Ben Dennis (right) says the award process was invaluable. 

Helping rising 
stars achieve 
their goals 

GABRIEU.E DAVIDSON 
In 1991 Gabrielle Davidson 
became the second person to re-
ceive the Warrandyte Youth Arts 
Award. 

At the time she was a 20-year-
old ballet dancer who had been 
dancing since she was four. She 
was enjoying her first year with 
the Australian Ballet Company 
when she received the award 
and it gave her the golden op-
portunity to have a coaching 
session from prima ballerina Na-
talia Makarova during her three-
week scholarship in Europe. 

She also used the prize money 
to see some spectacular ballet 
performances in Munich, Stutt-
gart, Frankfurt and Paris. 

"Back then I had only heard 
about how wonderful the big 
ballet companies overseas were 
but to actually see them was real-
ly Important. It really opened my 
eyes to the wider world of ballet. 
It was a wonderful start to my 
career as a dancer," she said. 

Gabrielle spent 10 years with 
the Australian Ballet Company 
and during that time she toured 
internationally. 

She also scored some big solo 
roles, with one of her most mem-
orable performances being Ma-
dame Butterfly when she played 
the Suzuki, the second female 
lead. 

Gabrielle retired from dancing 
in 2001 but continued as a teach-
er and even studied to become a 
physiotherapist. 

Today she has taken a break 
from work to look after her two 
young boys but she says she·s 
looking forward to getting back 
into the studio and te ching 
again. 

She advised this year's ap-
plicants to put themselves out 
there, not be afraid to ask qu 
lions and believe in themselve 

"The award Is a really wonder-
ful opportunity for young people 
and the people of Warrandyte 

to get behind them and support 
them. I think it's really lovely 
that Warrandyte does this for its 
youth." 

VAUGHAN HOWARD 
Since winning the Warrandyte 
Youth Arts Award for as a 
promising 24-year-old architect, 
Vaughan Howard has gone on 
to achieve great things in his 
industry. 

Vaughan used his money from 
winning the 2010-11 award to 
study architecture for eight 
months at the Academy of fine 
arts in Copenhagen. 

During his trip he Immersed 
himself in his studies and wit-
nessed firsthand Europe·s unique 
and interesting structures. He 
told the Diary he would draw on 
these experiences for inspiration 
in the years to come. 

"I visited and experienced ar-
chitecture and places that I had 
only ever seen m books. This 
is so Important because archi-
tecture really should be experi-
enced. Viewing Images is a poor 
substitute for experiencing the 
spaces themselves, M he said. 

"Perhaps even more than what 
I learnt at University or m · trav-
els, just living and experiencing 
a city such Copenhagen for an 
extended period of time taught 
me more about how design and 
architecture and urban planning 
can contribute to a better q ualih · 
of life for people. M • 

ince his exchange he also 
completed his tasters of Archi-
tecture at ~UT. He now works 
at BKK Architects in Melbourne, 
tutors l\-ithin the design depart-
ment at ~IT and undertakes his 
own design projects. 

"I think whatever stage you're 
at in your career th t going 
through the process of aoplying 
for the award would contribute 
to the d elopment of your prac-
tice an artist. d u so 
might~inl" 
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suM(2·j) 
is about to be 
transformed 

From 15th :July to 2nd August 2013 we will 
be going through some changes instore. 

Rrizes w ·ill be given away 
daily to lucky shoppers! 

There are iPad Minis to be WON 
+ much much more! 

Spend $50 or more to go into the draw to 
WIN an Escape for T""o to 

Australia~ Spa capital. 

Red hot renovation specials daily! 

COME IN AND :JOIN IN THE FUN! 

WE'RE 
ALSO 

G-IvING-
AWAY 

A WEEKEN1' t=OR TWO· IN 
AUSTRALIA'S Sf A CA f ITAL 

Shop 1, 402 Heldelberg-Warrandyte Rd, WARRANDYTE 3113 
PH: 9844-3089, info@quintonsiga.com.au 

DISCLAIMER: Quinton's w,11 remain open thro u ghout our renovations. Prizes will be given away randomly only between 
15th :July-2nd August 2013. The $50 minimum f or c ompetition entry does not apply to Liquor or Cigarette sales. 

Quintons SUPA IGA Reserv es the right to c hange giveaway items w ithout notice. 
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A touch of pink and musical magic atACPS 

MANNINGHAM 
I BUSI ESS 

E CELLE 
A ARDS 

CE 

"We build business fitness ""by creating 
and implementing strategy to de/Jver 
operational excellence." 

A joint initiatiYe of : 

PINK was on parade at Ander-
sons Creek Primary School 
last month (left) when the ju-
nior school council organised 
a fundraising activity to sup-
port Breast Cancer Research. 

Over $750 was raised 
through a sausage sizzle and 
all children were invi ted to 
wear a touch of pink on the 
day. 

As part of this fundraising 
initiative, the school 's staff , 
were involved in Australia's 
Biggest Morning Tea proj-
ect where teachers donated 
money to eat some very tasty 
cakes. 

Meanwhile, music and per-
forming arts are alive and 
well at ACPS with rehearsals 
underway for the annual mu-
sical production. 

In Term 3 all the school 
children will be involved in 
each grade level performing 
an item along with choir, 
recorder and dance groups. 

The school production will 
be held in the Performing Arts 
Theatre at ACPS during the 
week commencing Monday, 
September 16. 

There will be a mat in ee 
performance on Wednesday, 
September 18, followed by 
a performance that evening 
and then a second evening 

performance is on Thursday, 
September 19. Tickets will go 
on sale online for the school 
communi ty in the middle of 
Term 3. 

Nieta Manser teaches mu-
sic to children at ACPS from 
Grades I t o 6 and pr incipal 
Trevor Gibbs takes preps for 
music each week through-
out the year. 

Mr Gibbs, having been for-
mally trained as a classroom 
teacher and music teacher, 
says the highlight of his week 
is working with the prep chil-
dren (above). 

"They sing, dance, play mu-
sical instruments, and are 
beginning to learn to read and 
write their own music," Mr 
Gibbs told the Diary. 

Business Breakfast 
Wednesday 24th July 2013 
7.00 am for 7 30 m - 9 .00 -im 
Manningham Function Centre 
699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster 
$45 per person 
Book on""line www.businessexcellencemanningham.com 

Keynote Speaker : Brian Walker 
Don't miss this opportunity to hear iconic retail presenter; 
author and columnist direct from Sydney, The Retail Doctor himself. 

TheAollryCUJC 
olMlnninQham 

Done lef fa l and 
leMplMIOW& \11llage 

Community S.nk • l)t nch 

Bendigo Bank MANNlNGHAM 
.___. .. ,n.,. ...... - •• 

... ... -~ .. 
• : · · gham 
• . • • ,, oa• ····· . . 



Now taking enrolments 
for 

Preps 2014 
To organise a school tour prease ring 

9844 2757 or email 

andersons.creek. ps@edumail.vie.gov.au 

www.andersonscreekps.vic.edu.au 

Drysdale Road Warrandyte 

Warrandyte 
Consulting Rooms 

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 
9844 3766-98441943 

New doctors 
now taking new patients 

Dr Damneet Sekhon 
Dr Aman Sekhon 

Dr Olivia Rimington 
Dr Andrew Perrignon 

Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see 
her regular patients 

OPEN 
Monday to Friday - 9am to 5.30/6pm 

Saturday - 9am to 12pm 

DOV 
IE 
PL 
We arrive on time, 

EVERY TIME! 
REASONS TO CALL US 

Fast and friendly service 
24n emergency service 
Local, licensed and insured plumbers 
100% guarantee on work 
Easily book or enquire online 

Blocked drains 
Leaking pipes 
Hot water services 
Taps and toilets 
Gas fitting 
Split system air conditioners 
All general plumbing 
Sewer connections 

We treat your home as if it were our own 
Family owned business with over 
17 years experience 

warrandyte Community Bank• Branch has contributed more than 
$1,000,000 to local community groups and not-for-profit 
organisations, like arts, community, emergency and sporting groups 
in the warrandyte, Wonga Park & Park Orchards communities, 
thanks to U. 
That's because with every savings or investment account, every home or personal 
loan, and every product or service we offer. money goes back Into our community. 

You'll benefit from a great range of competitive products and friendly service. But 
you 'll also have the satisfaction of knowing our banking Is contributing to our 
community. 
So make a difference - to your own banklftC and your community. 
Drop into your nearest branch at 144 Yarra Street, warrandyte or phone 
9844 2233. 

Bendo&<> and Adelaide Bank Umlted MIN 11 068 049 178 -'FSL 237879. ~1-!S (1711278.V?) (19/01/2013) 

\\ 1•1,111,1\t, Community B,1111, l,r 111 1, 



OM CYCLES 
Ph. 9844 3355 
Derek pulled apart his first bike when he was seven and started repairing bikes at age 13. 
He loves putting bikes back together. Derek's background is in the bike mechanics and 
engineering field - he is the best bike mechanic around. He can fix any bika He loves 
the challenge and finds repairing bikes very rewarding. Derek is a bike enthusiast 
with a mountain bike riding background as well as a mechanical one. He felt there was 
a need in Warrandyte for a service such as this. Derek loves the genuine people in 
Warrandyts and the tight knit local community who enjoy a good ride. 
He is hers for the locals and has a lot of repeat custnmers. 
Riders from Broadford and beyond come to Warrandyte In have their bikes 
repaired before races. 
Visit the shop to get professional advice. have your bike serviced or purchase a 
new bike that suits your needs. Derek also has all the accessories a rider 
could need. 

Interiors by Riveresque 
Ph. 9844 0960 
JanaUe has been at Riveresque for 16 years. Lat Janelle illld her team help you transform 
your homt1 inside and out with the latest fabrics il'lailable for R1111an blinds. Roller Blinds. 
spacialislld exrernal awnings and motorisation . Shutters can be internal or extl!rnal and 
add timeless value to your lllme. 
For thosa nseding a little lllOMI help. Rivenisque also offers interior decorating. colour 
consultancy. furniture and lllmewn soun:ing services. Cushions. lamps. homewam 
illld rugs art! a great way to add the finishing tuoches to a room. There is a great range 
in stnre or Ri'leresque can order in specific h1111ewar11S and accessories. 
Compliment ywr window furnishings with C11stom mada upllllslBry or have your own 
piece re-covered. Oiscowr wallpaper again and the millly unique paint reatlH'IIS available. 
Visit Riverasque fur all your Interior needs or call today for friendly advice or asl: for a 
free maasura and quote. Ja111IIB and her team offer a service tailored to each 
imividual custu1111r. 

Rush and Hampshire Barristers and Solicitors 
Ph. 9844 4646 

Warrandyte Travel and Cruise 
Ph. 9844 2477 
Paul has been in the Webb St Agerq hr two years and the T rarel Agency has bun !'!! hr 

Rush and Hampshire have been in the legal game for over 30 years. 15 years. Paul says it's thanks tn the la:al commurvty that the buSllES! has been 
Geraldine and Aaron feel they are in a privileged position of working with and helping local operating for so 1mg. The Agency gets lots of repeat business. Pao! and his team 
clients. They love the com~llllity feel in Warr~dyte. They are used In dealing with a wide specialise in overseas travel and he finds that his customers want personal Sfl"'IJCE il!d 
range of_legal issues. A typical day can start with some conveyancing work . to hear of the personal experiences of the stall. 
communicating with the court re a C1V1_I dispute . then dealing with a fam1l_y law mat~er and Paul has travelled extensr;ely as have his stall - they ha'4e a passmn fur travel il!d they 
sometimes cr1m1nal ma~ers. 11 can/1msh with drafting a W1D and d1sc:zssmg 111tentions for know the best places to visit al'II can he~ advise you. 
Estates. When you stllp into the office on the banks al the Yarra you fmd a warm 111v1ting Come and have a chat about your tr.ivel needs it helps tJJ make an a~iitirart. 
atmosphere with comfy couches_ to help y~ relax_ while_ dealiig with personal issues. Opening hours are Monday to Friday 9.00-5.DOpm and Sabrday 9.00-I.O~m. 
Hey focus of Rush and Hampshire 1s family law.1ockidmg collalxirat1ve law. famtly The strong relationships with traYBI industry suppl,ers provirle WalTilldyte Travel and 
disputes resolution and med1at10n. Crmse with emptional buyiig power and aa:ess to an enYl3b!e raiJ,je al Qlla ftig,l 
Geraldine and Aaron are available for early roorning as well as after hours and Saturday aCCDmmoda tion. cruise and tour packages. 
morning appoinbnents. . . . The stall will ensure your lllhday rs relaxing and as memorabk as posst1ile. 
They truly are lawyers for you and your farntly m good tunes and bad. Warrandyll! Travel and Cruise will help you get tu where yw w-.nt to go w IIJt !he hassles. 

The Old Bakery Cottage Bookshop 
Ph.98441744 
This is the perfect place to find that bool: you are looking for. The shop used to be the 
baker's residunce and is Iha oldest shop in War,-andyte. buih in the 1860's. 
Steve loves the open fr1endl111ess of the community in Warrandyte and finds the busmess 
community very supportive. Over the lour years he has had the shop he has folllld there 
n a largs number of locals who love a good book and he loves to chat with custnmers 
aboot books. autlllrs and Iii! in gB11eral 
The shop itseff contains a number of rooms whm 17.000 bodis art located with an 
additional 1200 books available on the wttbs1tll. Some of the roont popular boots n 
the art and pottery books. kids books. biographies and novels. 
Lots of trawllers and serious collectors stop by on their way through from ovllrst!as. 
Darwin. Tasmania and other parts of Australia. 
Come on in and find that book yot1 are sean:hing fir. 
Share Staw's passion for litaratunt. 

Warrandyte Community Bank 
Ph. 9844 2233 

L 

Mark Challen has been at the Wamfldytlt Braoch since 11 ~• IO YJif"S lie 1s very 
pro!IJ of the Bani: ;ind the S8llSI! ti commun.ty III Wam11dytB. 3300 locals 
here and SI mtllion dollars has been retirned to the commu!lty 
Mart B"!Oys being involved in local actwitias a,clu ng the Sport ng Ct-u th8 
Warral'llyte Busmss Associabofl. al'II other activities N1 Wo1Tal'llyte as wlll as 
Wonga Part. Part Orthns. Clnstmas Hills. Wil!Nlwood N Bend of Tlw Ba, 
besn able to make a diffnnce oor locil by actively mliv IKi'1 
and ji,ysically. What is the CllfTfflln1ty Ba dif!tir9nct17 Th,s b puts ID our iOtal 
commwity Then, an, lots of partne~s with the Sri. They ol!tir long l9rm viab, ty and 
11 goes without sayu,g that confidentiality 1s very ~a11t 
Pop in and visit Mark and tha fnend~ staff - your ba g will 
mab a dif!nnce to this community 



!arttr ~rt 
Arti.,try i.11 Iron 

Functional products with 
artistic qualities - hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine 

0418 357 282 
NEIL CARTER 

KD's Garden 
& Handiworks 

lawn mowing 
weeding 
mulch 

tall grass slashed 
pruning 

clean ups 
small landscapes 

general household maintenance 
guttering 

Phone mary 0421 967 933 
or kosta 0434 994 729 

Clothing Alterations 
le Dressmaking 
• Prompt and reliable service 
• All types of clothing alterations & repairs including 

formal w ear, suits.j eans, pants, dresses & uniforms 
• Wedding and Deb Gowns for sa le - brand new or 

custom made to your design 

n IVE R5 X 337 Warrandyte-Ringwood Rd 
.N_cwrn ,NG ALTERAT 10 s Ph 0419158144 or 9844 1905 

Need a Geek? 
Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business 

Experienced Technicians 0 MY COMPUTER HELP 

We come to you 
Phone 1300 264 552 

DIARY ONLINE www,warrandytediary.com.au 

You're in safe hands 
PAUL J. GILLING 

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566 

ApA 
Meirilel cA Marupulal,ve Phys,Olheral),sts Assocaa,on cA Australia 

Modern twists of fate puts paid 
to the good old days of play 

HEN I was a kid, 
I used to play 
across the road 
w i th Stewey. 
He lived in a 

wonderful, rabbit warren of a 
house. It was the best version 
of a cubby house you could 
imagine. It was a 'handyman's 
opportunity' but a kid 's para-
dise. We could climb in and 
out of windows, hide amongst 
the ' indoor collections', stalk 
wild animals amongst the 
outdoor jungle and remain 
hidden from adults for hours. 

Then it all came to an end. 
His parents decided to reno-
vate! After the modernising 
happened, the house lost its 
soul and we lost a playground. 
And this destruction of 'un-
structured playgrounds' has 
proceeded to get worse over 
the years. 

Today, the house blocks are 
smaller and the houses bigger. 
Perfectly good houses on 
largish blocks are bulldozed 
to be replaced by boundary 
to boundary, Lego-built town 
houses. This means that the 
litt le space left is no longer 
available for kids' free-range 
outdoor play because outdoor 
space must now be devoted to 
the ubiquitous water feature, 
t he designer desert or the 
even more absurd, seldom 
used outdoor kit chen . By 
default, th e kids are forced 
to resor t to child-safe, ri sk-
averse indoor tinkering. Not 
like the 'good old days'! 

When Stewey or I came over 
to play, we had whole morn-
ings and afternoons that had 
to be filled by playing outside. 
After breakfast and lunch, we 

''There were 
about five of us, 
all with shovels 
'borrowed' from 
my father's large 
storage shed ... " 

were all told by our mums to 
"go out and play and don't 
come back inside until I call 
you for your next meal". Oc-
casional scraps of food were 
passed out through the back 
door but the notion of going 
inside to play was anathema. 
Wet days were spent playing 
in the cramped front hall or in 
the few square feet between 
the two single beds in your 
bedroom. 

It was a time when children 
were loved but knew their 
place and that, most definite-
ly, was outside. So, if you were 
outside for all that time, how 
did you fill it? 

It was before the days of 
political correctness, a sort of 
kids ' Galapagos Island. It was 
suburban proof of Darwin's 
theory about the survival of 

the fi ttest . Gangs were big and 
I well remember the hours 
we spent working out ways 
to demean and antagonise 
the other gangs in the neigh-
bourhood. 

Catholicism and Anglican-
is m wer e pe rf ec tl y good 
reasons for terrorism. The 
common chant, "Catholic/ 
Proddy dogs stink like frogs, 
in and out of water" didn ' t 
even raise a politically correct 
arched eyebrow. In our de-
fence, however, all sectarian 
baiting could be forgotten if 
a good team game or an even 
better prey could be found. 
A physical defect, the wrong 
hair colour or a "really stupid" 
or foreign surname could 
also be good cause for war. 
Weapons were mostly words 
or a rude chalk message on 
the footpath but often taunts 
were followed by hurled lo-
q uats and figs or the very 
occasional stone or dog turd 
in a paper bag. When we tired 
of learning to be adults, we 
turned to the resources in our 
back yards-in my case, Dad's 
very large vegetable garden. 

I grew up in the sand belt so 
digging in the soil was easy. 
The down side, however, was 
that holes filled without your 
say so and any tunnel had a 
tendency to collapse without 
warning. Given these realities 
it was obvious that one of our 
favourite games was tunnel-
ling. WW2 was not all that far 
gone and the war films, high-
lighting tunnel-escaping sol-
diers , fired our imaginations. 

There were about five of us, 
all with shovels 'borrowed' 
from my father's large storage 

shed, so it was not long before 
we had dug two holes, our 
own height, about two metres 
apart. All we had to do was 
to start burrowing sideways 
until the tunnel connected the 
two holes. The engineering 
argument dev eloped about 
how far below ground level 
we should begin the tunnel. 
The considered decision was 
made when the wrestling 
match produced a winner. The 
less bloody and less wounded 
sapper decided to start the 
tunnel half way down the 
hole. And it was to be started 
from both holes and meet in 
the middle. The additional 
consideration was that the 
tunnel had to be just wide 
enough for the least assertive 
amongst us to 'volunteer' to 
squeeze through. 

We had tunnelled about 
60cm from each hole when 
our back door opened and 
the cry, "Lunch is ready!" rang 
across the battlefield. 

"See you after lunch," and 
the battlefield fell silent as 
the troops marched home for 
a meal. 

After lunch, the bottom of 
the holes were a foot under 
water and there was a third 
depression where the earth 
had collapsed into the tun-
nels. 

The engineers conferred and 
decided that our tunnels must 
have been sabotaged by an 
enemy gang. 

Modern kids . Pahl They 
don't have the opportunity 
to play safely, responsibly or 
intelligently. 

ROGIER KIBIELL 

:« FIRE NUMBERS FIRE AND EMERGENCY: 000 

CFA 
CFA Regional I Warrandyte I North Warrandyte I South Warrandyte j Wonga Park 
Headquarters CFA CFA CFA CFA 

87391300 9844 3375 9844 0847 9844 2861 97221483 
VICTORIAN IIU8Hl'IRII INfllORMA.TION UNe: 1IIOO 240 •7 



Tree-ferns are key to our_ habitat 
' 

nature ...J') 
By LINDA ROGAN 

N a bright chilly 
day in June we 
walk quickly up 
Happy Valley Track 
in the Warrandyte 

Kinglake Nature Conservation 
Reserve. Our feet are just 
starting to feel warm. Distrac-
tions are few. Insects are well 
hidden from us but the small 
wrens and the jaunty Eastern 
Yellow Robin seem to be hav-
ing better luck as they fossick 
through the shrubs. When we 
stop to sit a while, we see a 
Bassian Thrush as well . 

Tree-ferns crowd the shady 
slopes as we near the gold-
mine. Dead brown fronds 
from the dry summer are 
overlaid by fresh green ones 
brought on by the late May 
rains . These seem to be 
Rough Tree-ferns , common 
in the moist gullies of the 
Warrandyte area and I've 
seen them here colonising 
the entrances of old mining 
tunnels. Tree-ferns are key to 
the ecology of this habitat. 
I have learnt recently native 
bees from the reed bee group 
nest inside the dead fronds of 
both the Soft and Rough Tree-
ferns . The colonies of one 
reed bee species are rarely 
found elsewhere and their 
distribution correlates with 
tree-fem occurrence. I make 
a mental note to find out later 
whether the locally rare Soft 
Tree-ferns grow here as well. 

Close to the trackside grows 
a group of shrubs with long 
droopy leaves that are wool-
ly white underneath . This 
woolly character accounts for 
the name of Blanket Leaf and 
here it grows as a shrub. The 
soft blanket-like leaves help 
me recall the scientific name 

• of Bedfordia. Its soft nature 
is possibly why it has also 
been dubbed "the bushman's 
dunny-paper". The yellow 
daisy flowers are long finished 

Native Elderberry plant showing berries and a group of early staged Metallic Shield-bug; an 
adult (inset) photographed at Morwell State Park in 2009 and entire plant at Happy Valley Track. 
Photos by Linda and Peter Rogan. 

but brown bracts remain 
and seeds with their "this-
tle-down " attachments fly 
off when I touch the branch. 
Blanket Leaf thrives here in 
part because the deep, moist, 
but well-drained soil allows 
them to maintain a cool root 
system. 

Nearby I notice a low grow-
ing shrub with paired bright 
green divided leaves , rather 
like plants I knew from the 
United States. I wonder wheth-
er this is a feral escapee from 
someone's garden. It takes me 
a moment to recall that this is 
the Native Elderberry and it is 
from the same genus, Sambu-
cus, as elderberries in Oregon 
where I grew up. 

This is one of two elderber-
ry species that are native to 
Victoria. Most of the rest of 
this plant tribe are found in 

North America. No wonder my 
confusion. 

Native Elderberry is wide-
spread in distribution and 
occurrence in southern and 
eastern Australia but it is rare 
and localised in the Warran-
dyte district. In some areas, 
where the roots are moist all 
year around, it is evergreen. 
In other areas, such as Mor-
well State Park, it dies down 
to its perennial rootstock in 
summer and produces annu-
al stems in the spring. It has 
white fragrant flowers in late 
spring, early summer and pro-
duces yellowish white berries. 

These berries are edible 
and were known to be eaten 
by Aboriginals. I have been 
told that they are rather as-
tringent and don 't develop 
the sweetish taste until they 
are in the very last stages of 

ripening. Apparently they do 
germinate readily from seed, 
taking about a month. 

But there is one more reason 
for me to be fond of this plant. 
As I looked back in my photos 
I found I had photographed 
the beautiful Metallic Shield 
bug amongst the flowers and 
berries of Native Elderberry 
in 2009. 

This colourful bug is a mem-
ber of the Jewel Bug family 
and looks either green or gold, 
depending upon the angle of 
the light striking it. The young 
tend to gather together in 
groups and go through several 
developmental stages , each 
stage with its own distinc-
tive markings. I don 't know 
whether they may be found 
on other native plants but so 
far I have seen them only on 
Native Elderberry. 

Disappearing wundergadgets 
il HREE-fifteen in the 

a.fternoon , and fi-
nally the ice on the 
deck has melted. 

The carpet of 
gumleaves and possum drop-
pings , which this morning 
were frozen solid to the tim-
ber decking, can at last be 
swept away. That's the theory 
anyhow. In practice some of 
the possum poo has gone 
mushy, and I'm certainly not 
going to spend half the after-
noon conducting rigidity tests 
ahead of the broom! Maybe I'll 
just leave things to dry out a 
bit, although that's not going 
to happen any time soon. Per-
haps I'll just leave it ... 

The bronzewing pigeons 
weren't seeing the joke, ei-
ther. Standing in the bird 
bath, pecking in vain at millet 
seeds clearly visible on the 
bottom of the dish beneath a 
thick layer of Ice, they were as 
cross as two sticks, visclously 
protecting their treasure even 
though they couldn't get at it. 

I do love cold sunny weather 
- an early morning ride out to 
Warburton through a steam-
Ing white landscape was par-

ticularly memorable-but 
the recent run of below-zero 
nights has given rise to a few 
unexpected inconveniences . 
No time for dawdling in bed 
in the mornings , watching 
with fascination one's breath 
hanging foggily on the icy air. 
It's taking longer to get out the 
door these days. Apart from 
the nuisance of an iced-up 
windscreen, my hair shampoo 
has been playing hard to get. 
It takes a lot of encourage-
ment to get even the smallest 
squeeze into the palm of my 
hand. The liquid laundry de-
tergent, too, has solidified into 
thick lumpy goo that doesn't 
want to come out of the bottle, 
even though it comes in such 
a large container that you'd 
expect it to be climate-proof. 

And the olive oil, which 
probably lives a bit too close 
to the kitchen window sill, is 
looking strangely thick and 
milky ... Grrrl 

We get a lot more frost here 
than we used to, mostly be-
cause we've gradually lost 
much of our eucalypt canopy. 
At sunrise the hillside spar-
kles with streaks of white; 

, 

our place _,) 
By MARILYN MOORE 

by mid-afternoon the grasses 
have grown cold and heavy 
with condensation. The colour 
is weird, a creepy blue-green 
like faded Kodachrome, and 
I get the feeling I need to turn 
a light on as the gloomy light 
of afternoon sucks out all 
the colour and shrouds the 
hillside in shades of grey. You 
can almost watch the conden-
sation freeze over into another 
crackling white blanket as the 
cold air settles and intensifies. 
Even with the warmest of 
socks and gloves, toes and 
fingers complain bitterly If I 
spend too much time weeding 
up there. 

So when the request came 
after dark the other night to 
help look for a missing mobile 
phone "somewhere up the 
hill" , it wasn't going to be a 
case of just grabbing gum-
boots and a torch. I'd come 
in half an hour earlier, cold 
and wet and dirty, and had a 

lovely hot shower (despite a 
tussle with the hair shampoo); 
warm and dry once more, I 
didn't relish the prospect of 
venturing out again. A much 
better idea: what if I stayed in-
doors by the fire , dialling and 
re-dialling the number of the 
missing phone? My beloved 
is very proud of the fact that 
his Wundergadget works just 
about anywhere . Well , this 
would put it to the test. All he 
need do was stand halfway up 
the hill with his ears cocked. 

Fifteen minutes later, I heard 
a shout. Hooray! He'd found it? 

"Oil Have you rung that 
number yet?" At least a dozen 
times, Your Honour. 

Oh dear, the phone must be 
out there in the damp some-
where, it definitely wasn't 
ringing in here and he swore 
black and blue it had been in 
his pocket. 

You can probably guess 
the rest. The truant came to 
light Indoors, eventually, in 
a dark corner, on its charger, 
on "mute". So next time any-
body even thinks of giving 
me a hard time about losing 
something .. .! 

Everyone in Warrandyte 
reads the Diary 
For local advertising that works call Brlony on 9844 0555 

ArborPro 
SOLUTIONS 

A Pa.nion For Tree Core 

Tree & Stump 
Removals 

0487197 986 

--;::. Tree Removal --::. Stump Removal 
Pruning Hedging 

-:::. Weight Reduction Replanting 
Fully Insured Pensioner Discounts 

-- Mulch & Firewood Sales 

Extensions, Renovations, 
Decks, Pergolas 

and Maintenance 

HIA Member for 
~ • .,, over 20 years 

Yoga, Meditation 
& Creative Dance 

Rt/ease your ,tnss. lmprovt your 
wt/I being. Calm your mind. 

In s,r,ne svrroundings. 
Oa.ssts avai/abi, for adu/r, 

and children 

Wendy Bradt.lei! 
& Gabrielle Boswell 

Sa West End Rd. Warrandyte 
98441128 

grant mcgregor 
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424 
maca.rncgregor@btgpond.com 

bradley curtis 
3~=t-iiilt~ 

• Domestic 
• Commercial 
.A. Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement SeNice 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 

E:arthpeople 
Gorden & Property Maintenance 

Smoll Renovations 
General Handyman 

Concreting, Paving & 
Landscaping 

Bill CONNOLLY 
9879 9843 

0449 904 060 
eorthpeople@bigpond.com 

DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS 

WARRANDYTE 
WARDROBES 

Specialising in inbuih 
wardrobes and carpentry 

More than 20 years 
experience 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
PHONE ARTHUR ON 

0412 55 05 85 
"The Diary's the best newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Ock!" 
"It's the only newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Clyde!" 
FOR ADVERTISI G CALL 9844 0555 
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Andrew John 

four 
walls 

Managing Director 

p: 0412 765 210 
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au 

w: fourwallspainting.com.au 
M ember of Master Pa inters Association No. 3993 

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote 

WARRANDYTE 
EXTE SiONS 

Renovations • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Phone Andrew on 9844 0068 or 0411114 012 
loco ' ~ Wor"'1l0ns.hio wir Over 30 Years Trode Experence. 

www.warrandyteextensions.com.au 

Regrstered Build ing Proctioner HIA Member• DBU 22829 

Diary Advertising: Call Briony 9844 0555 

sir excavations 
E C VA TOR - BOBCAT - TIPPER 

All type of fa_cavations. Dri, eu-ays. S\\;mming Pools, Rock pla emenL 
4.5 t.onne Excavator, Hammer, Auger 

Rock grab, I Om3 Tipper. 

LOCAL, HONEST and RELIABLE 

041 7 006 769 or 9844 0482 
seanramak@,yahoo.corn.au 

Marcus 
Clifton 
0412139 420 
Fax: 9844 3706 
20 years experience 
in the area 

Painter~ 
Decorator 

TOM KERKHOF 
TtltVISION 
Servicing the area for 40 years 

je,,,v,a lo 
Televisions, Stereo Systems 
DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves 

Digftal Set Top Box Systems 
Installed, etc. 

Phone 9844 3970 
rJ1orJ1i~ 0408 175 274 
// t.~1•r • • , f- .... ,'.' 'r 11 ,rj ••t 

BEAUTIFUL P 
"Shout Yourself to a Ho 
APARTMENT - POOL - RES 

2 bedroom fully self contained 
2 min walk to famous 4 mile 

beach, short walk to 
Macrossan Street shops and 

world class restaurants. 

CONTACT OWNER OIRECTLY: 
0409 359 240 

Entertaining Warrandyte 
Come along and enjoy a va-
riety of modern covers and 
old favourites at the Grand 
Hotel in Yarra Street with 
the Indigo Paw Quartet, local 
boys. A great listen. Friday, 
July 19 at 8pm. 

Gig 
Grab a drink and enjoy the 
music at the RSL in Bracken-
bury Street. The Riff Masters 
will be playing on Sunday, 
July 28 from 4-Spm. Sausage 
sizzle available. For enquiries 
phone 9844 3567. 

Seniors 
The annual general meeting 
of the Warrandyte Senior Cit-
izens will be held on August 
15 at 12.15pm in their clu-
brooms in Taroona Avenue, 
Warrandyte. 

Historical 
The 38th annual general 
meeting of the Warrandyte 
Historical Society will be held 
on Sunday, July 20 at 2pm. 
For more information phone 
9844 4684. 

Music 
A music program for 0-5 year 
olds is held every Wednes-
day at the Uniting Church in 
Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte. 
Sessions of singing, dancing, 
instruments and relaxation 
with a professional mus ic 
therapist , commences at 
9.45am and runs for 45 min-
utes . Morning tea follows . 
Cost is $12.50 per session. 
Call Robyn on 0438 804 381. 

Exhibition 
"Thou Art Mum's" upcoming 
exhibition, showcased at the 
Eltham Library Community 
Gallery, from Thursday, July 
4 until Monday, August 5. The 
exhibition is titled "!conically 
Australian ", features work 
by 30 local artists , who are 
also mothers , express ing 
their ideas and feelings about 
Australia. 

Talk 
Life Circle Australia-Living 
well through life-threatening 
illness supported by locals 
who have lived through the 
experience. Are you or some-
one you are caring for, facing 
life threatening illness? Have 
you cared for someone close 
to you at the end of life? 
A talk will be given at the 
Neighbourhood House on 
Wednesday July 24 at 2pm. 
Gold coin donation. Bookings 
essential on 9844 1839. 

out of the inb;;', 
By JUDY GREEN 

Publicise your coming events. 
Items for Out of the lnbox are 
welcome. Include full details 
of date, place and time and 
post to: Warrandyte Diary, 
PO Box 209, Warrandyte 
Vic 3113; emailed to: info@ 
warrandytediary.com.au; or left 
in the mail box at St Stephen's 
Anglican Church, 5-7 Stiggant 
Street, Warrandyte. 

Watercolours 
An experienced artist and 
tutor, Dorothy Field will help 
you learn the techniques 
of watercolour painting in 
a creative and friendly en-
vironment . View examples 
of Dorothy's beautiful work 
on our website. Commenc-
ing Tuesday, July 30 for five 
weeks , 1-3pm, at a cost of 

90 (materials not included). 
Minimum numbers required. 
Bookings can be made on 
9844 1839. 

Drums 
A free trial of African and Ar-
abic group drumming classes 
will be offered at the Warran-
dyte Community Church on 
Saturday, July 20 at 11 .30am. 
Affordable term courses will 
continue after the free intro-
duction . Drums supplied . 
Beginners are welcome. Info 
and bookings call Annie 0407 
102 578 or email annie@drum-
connection.com.au. 

Park 
The Friends of Warrandyte 
State Park have received mon-
ey from Manningham coun-
cil's small grants program to 
fund their weekend activity 
groups. They have planned 
a range of hands-on nature 
based activities within the 
park, such as National Tree 
Day propagation on Satur-
day, July 27 followed by tree 
planting on National Tree Day 
on Sunday, July 28. Check out 
www.fowsp.org.au for what 
to bring and where to meet. 
RSVP for catering purposes 
to friendsofwsp@gmail.com 
or call 0408 317 327. 

Sinl!ers 
The Bellbird Singers are re-
hearsing each Monday night 
at the Uniting Church in Ta-
roona Avenue commencing 
at 7.45pm. Feel free to join 
them . No auditions are re-
quired. More information on 
9844 3924. 

Marney McOueen 
at the Mechanics 
Marney McQueen returns to Warrandyte .... via New York, 
London and Edinburgh! This very talented young woman 
is an hilarious comedienne, gifted also with an amazing 
singing voice. She has performed in over 600 shows of 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert, played Velma von Tussle in 
Hairspray and Princess Zeena in Cat Steven's musical, 
Moonshadow. Marney's cabaret show, "Rump Steak at a 
Vegan BBQ", was a smash hit at the Melbourne Comedy 
Festival last year and went on to tour London, Sydney and 
Perth. She last visited Warrandyte as Rosa Waxoffski, the 
Russian beautician, a most memorable performance. 
We can only wonder at what she has in store for us this 
time. Friday July 19, 8pm at the Mechanics Institute Hall. 
Tickets $30 per person are on sale online. Light supper 
provided, wine can be purchased. Profits go to a develop-
ment project in India. For more information phone Maxine 
Chapman on 0400 948 334. 
Online bookings: www.trybooking.com/CZFV. 

RSL 
The display, "Australian Mil-
itary Mirth and Mascots " 
currently running at the War-
randyte RSL in Brackenbury 
Street, has been extended 
until mid-July. It is open from 
4.30 to 7.30pm every day. 
Parking is available in Brack-
enbury Street. 

Tell us 
The Diary is your newspaper 
and we're always ready to 
publish details of your forth-
coming events . Give us all 
the facts and simply drop it 
into our letterbox at the An-
glican Church, post it to PO 
Box 209, Warrandyte 3113 or 
email info@warrandytediary. 
com.au. 

THE SHARP END. .. By ROBERT BLACK 

f:ARI.. ~AR~ THAT SOME: WOMf:N 
TAKE: tRON SUPP~Mf:NTS---

S-tm'j~~ _;, 
_ftttr~t•v~ 

0 www.RobertBlack.oom.au/The-Shar End 

Nillumbik 
The work of the winner of 
this year's Nillumbik Prize, 
along with other finalists 
will be on display at the 
Barn Gallery Monsalvat un-
til August 25. More than 50 
finalists have been selected. 
Monsalvat Is at 7 Hillcrest 
Avenue, Eltham and the 
gallery will be open from 
10am to5pm. 

Arts 
The Artyfacts column is 
designed to carry news 
of exhibitions and other 
arts events happening In 
Warrandyte and surround-
ing areas. Send all your 
details-free of charge-to 
Judy Green; email: Info@ 
warrandytedlary.com.au. 
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Billanook College 
Mooroolbark 

''Ju 
fromthe 
of Warr 
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THAI RESTAURANT 
188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte Phone 9844 5778 

(opposite the Bakery) 

Billanook College 

Winter warm 
up with 
Thai takeaway 
Complimentary Tom Yum soup 
with every order over 40 dollars 
- Tuesday & Wednesday nights 
only for the month of July. 
Looking for a gift for someone 
special? How about a voucher 
for Vanilla Orchid - Valid for 
dine in or takeaway. 

OPEN 
Tuesday to~. 5.30pm to 1 0pm 
Sunday, 1 
Dine In d Takeaway 
Licensed and BYO (wine 
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The Stiggants family in Warrandyte 
history __,, 

Who were the Stiggants, 
after whom the street and 
a reseNe were named? 
RICHARD MORTON 
investigates ... 

Il April 1929 the Melbourne 
A~s published an art icle by 
LT'tuxton on the early days of 
the Warrandyte goldfield, then 
fast receding beyond the recall 

of living memory. "Red Gold; Prize 
Fight and Lucky trikes" was based 
on a number of interviews wi t h 
members of an earlier generation. 
One of these was with 77-year-old 
Henry tiggants who described his 
arrival in the dis t r ict as an 11 or 
l 2-year-0ld boy: 

I was a mere boy when we set out on 
the two-day journey to Warrandyte in 
l 64, but I still laugh when l th inR of 
that journey. Bullock wagons were the 
usual means of transport, but at that 
time bullocks were scarce, and we were 
fortunate in securing a team. On the way 
we met a Jess fortunate party travelling 
in a light cart which had been forced to 
use a Ja..--y old rascal of a horse called 
"Snookems • as leader with a dehorned 
bullock, a "po/ey" as they used to call 
them, behind it. We travelled with them 
for quite a long time. Up hill and down 
dale they went with their strange team, 
the bullock violently butting the horse 
every time it do:;ed off in the shafts, 
which was pretty frequently. 

Henry was accom panyi ng his 
father, also Henry Stiggants , and 
both were to settle permanently in 
Warrandyte. Although the name is 
now almost forgotten, the Stiggants 
family was to have a s ignificant im-
pact on Warrandyte history. Through 
family records and the archives of 
the Warrandyte Historical Society it 
is possible to piece together some of 
this history. One of the main sources 
of information on the Stiggants family 
is the transcript of an interview with 
the late Mrs Grace Fall, Henry jnr's 
grand-<iaughter, recorded on Novem-
ber 8, 1986 and conducted by the late 
Jo Laurence, erstwhile p resident of 
theWHS. 

Rose postcard: Panorama of Warrandyte from Pound Road c. 1920s with the township in the distance and the 
remnants of Stiggants Pomona Orchard in the foreground. (Picture courtesy Warrandyte Historical Society.) 

According to Grace Fall's interview, collated by Murray Houghton. These munerative returns from quartz and 
the earliest members of the Stiggants are now available as searchable diorite crushing on the company's 
family, Henry Stiggants snr and his computer files . A search of these Pig Tail leases between 1874 and the 
wife, Miriam, emigrated from England records covering the period 1845 early !880s. lt is probable that Henry 
to South Aust ralia in 1849. Henry to 1940 under "Stiggants" produces jnr had joined his father early in this 
snr would have been then about 24. 1051 hits . The earliest mention of period; the list of ratepayers for the 
Henry and Miriam had marr ied in the name comes, not in reference Shire of Bulleen shows Henry jnr as 
England (Isle of Wight) in 1848. Henry to an individual but to a location , a householder in August 1875 and 
Stiggants snr died on April 22, 1905 "Stiggants Flat", in 1865. Where gives his occupation as miner. 
aged 80 years , sugges ting he was Stiggants Flat was is not clear from Most of the 1051 hits in Murray's 
born in 1824 or 1825. these reports but later references records refer to the activities of 

Henry jnr was the eldest child of (18 73) have Stiggants and Party Henry jnr in local government. He 
Henry snr and Miriam, born in Ad- working on a line of reef "between was first elected to the Bulleen Shire 
elaide on December 29, 1852. Henry the river and the road". By 1874, this Council in 1883, when he would have 
jnr married Amelia (or Emilia) Maria enterprise has become "Stiggants been about 30 years of age, and con-
Wilson from Healsville. They were and Holloway" and by 1875 the site tinued as a councillor (with short 
to have five children who survived of thei r endeavours is described as breaks) until his retirement from the 
infancy: Gracie Anne, who married "a claim where Parson's Gully enters Templestowe Shire Council in 1906. 
J.H. Victor at the Anglican Church Elliott's freehold". This makes it fairly (His name appears as early as 1876 as 
o n 14 September 1898, Gertrude easy to locate; Parson's Gully is one attending council meetings although 
Ruth who married Ebenezer Burton of the ephemeral creeks that flows it is not clear if he was an elected 
of Lilydale on December 23, 1903, north into the Yarra between the vii- representative at this early stage). 
and three sons, Henry Ernest Albert, !age and Jumping Creek, and Elliott 's Some time in the late 1870s or early 
John Harold and George Edwin. freehold is Thompson's pre-emptive 1880s it would appear that the Stig-

Grace was born October 30, 1912 right, part of the original Dawson and gants , father and son, began to diver-
only child of (John) Harold Stiggants, Selby cattle station taken up in the si fy from mining, acquiring- as did 
son of Henry jnr, and Mabel Crooks. early 1840s. This places it close to many of their peers - land adjacent 
She was the last descendant of Henry the site of the later Caledonia mine to the township. There was consid-
Stiggants and his three sons to carry at the end of Tills Drive (or Se lby erable speculation in land in Victoria 
the family name. Avenue) that was to achieve some in the !880s-a time of spectacular 

Apart from these family recollec- prosperity in the early 1900s. land boom-and it is probable that 
t ions, the main sources of informa- The mining activities of Henry snr much of the land purchased around 
tion about the Stiggants family in and his partners appear to have been Warrandyte was taken up with the 
the WHS archives are the newspaper moderately successful. Numerous prospect of financial gain , although 
and journal records collected and reports appeared in the press of re- some was certainly put to productive 

use in fruit growing. An 1888 map of 
the Parish of Nillumbik in the State 
Library of Victoria shows blocks 
sold about this time to residents of 
Warrandyte. Family names include 
Sloan, Speers and Stiggants. Henry 
Stiggants ' name appears on a large 
swath of property running from the 
bottom of what is now the Research 
Road at Stony Creek due north to 
Weller's on the Eltham to Kangaroo 
Ground Road. What use was made of 
this land, or how long the Stiggants 's 
held it is unclear. 

Stiggants property south of the riv-
er is better documented. Cr Stiggants 
is reported as holding land adjacent 
to the Pound Road in 1883 and much 
of his activity in council was con-
cerned with improving access and 
road maintenance in this area. Grace 
Fall remembers the extent of this 
Stiggants property, later owned by 
her father Harold, as being bounded 
by the old main road (the line from 
Melbourne Hill via Houghton Road 
to the Golden Gate and Andersons 
Creek) to the south, the Recreation 
Reserve to the east, the river to the 
north and Pound Road to the west. 
Henry jnr passed this property to his 
son Harold in about 1910. 

In June 1919, J.H. (Harold) Stiggants 
sold this land to the Closer Settle-
ment Board, an initiative of the Vic-
torian government designed to make 
more land available for agricultural 
settlement, for £3100. Then known as 
Stiggants Pomona Orchard, it had an 
area of 109 acres and, together with 
the adjacent Pound Bend Reserve, 
was subdivided into approximately 
30-acre lots for soldier settlers. 

With the sale of the Pomona Or-
chard in 1919 and the removal of 
the Harold Stiggants family to Shep-
parton, the Stiggants family name 
virtually disappeared from Warran-
dyte. The name of course lives on 
in various street and place names, 
often with the final "s" carelessly 
omitted. The title deed for the block 
of land next to the Anglican Church 
lists Miriam Stiggants as the first 
owner but the street address is now 
Stiggant Street. The late Mrs Grace 
Fall, Miriam's great-granddaughter, 
petitioned Manningham council to 
have the street sign changed , but 
without success. 

Diary's Karen wins ekphrasic poetry comp 

The Artist's Muse 

Ah Taurus, surveying your domain: 
your distant stream, your rolling 'English' hil ls 
that rusty slash of desert memory. 

Big, black, implacable. 
your fat back turned, contemptuous-
This bald man with his easel 

does not phase you. 
If anything, he should feel worried. 
Despite his harmless green, frothy blossom, 

we know he's obsessed by 'threat': 
frail fence, dusty ancient hills - decadent somehow. 
Sky and bull looming. 

NOT wasting any time in her retire-
ment, Diary poet Karen Throssell 
was recently presented with third 
prize in the Nillumbik Councils' 
national ekphrasic poetry competi-
tion. Ekphrasis, (m case you didn't 
know) is the practice of defining one 
art form with another. So you could 
compose music to describe a paint-
ing, or paint a picture about a poem, 
or in this instance write a poem 
about a piece of art. 

Nillumbik council has an impres-
sive art collection which it rarely 

Black Bull 
Ominous 

has the opportunity (or the space) 
to exhibit, so for this competition 
it displayed twelve pieces from its 
collection and invited poets around 
Australia to write a 12 line poem 
about that which inspired them. 
They made it extra complicated by 
insisting that each poem include the 
elements: earth, fire water and air ... 

They chose the best poem for each 
work of art and awarded monetary 
prizes for the best three. All of the 
works and the accompanying po-
ems have been reproduced in sets 

(The Domain Rick Amor) 

Not John Bull 

of postcards, to be found in cafes, 
and public places all over Nillumbik 
(and in Warrandyte too ... ) 

Karens' poem The Artist's Muse 
was written about a painting (l'he 
Domain) by former Warrandyte res-
ident and now prominent Australian 
artist Rick Amor. As she is familiar 
with both the artist {who is bald ... ) 
and his work (which is famous for 
its brooding intensity and sense of 
threat) she decided to include the 
artist and his normal painting style 
in the poem. 

I was chased by a bull once, but being young, fast 
and near a fence, I escaped, knowing 

Poor Taurus, you inhabit 
an erased English landscape: 

with all that cape flapping (red for passion, red for blood) 
they're volatile. 

So of course even a reclining bull, contained, cat-like 
quietly surveying his domain 
back turned, indifferent-
seems threatening. 

Why? Because he is large, black, powerful? 
Is incensed by having his least favourite colour flapped 
in his face? 

Or is he like snakes, sharks, and spiders just going 
about their business-

always ominous? 

earth mainly bald, yes, but for a defiant line 
of trees, marching single file up a slope. 

Hills rolling, yes, but disrupted by a surprise slash 
of Kimberley rust, surrounded by eroded folds. 
No babbling brook, but there is water-
a brown glimpse. Not enough. 

Green, yes, but even the green is wrong-
like dusty parchment from an older place. 
And this black bull, implacable, surveying his domain. 
Thinkin. 
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Good call, umpire Tez 

OVER the years Terry Pieper has 
heavily involved himself in several 
different areas of the Warrandyte 
community, from being on school 
councils to junior footy, to organ-
ising activities at the W/l,rrandyte 
Festival. 

But one of his great loves is netball 
umpiring and training those who 
want to become umpires . He has 
been an accredited netball trainer 
for more than 15 years and also tests 
trainee umpires for their badges . 

Terry believes that during this time 
he has trained hundreds of budding 
umpires. 

It's a passion that requires fitness, 
a willingness to learn and dedication 
and contrary to what many might 
think, he says training umpires can 
be more rewarding than playing the 
game. 

"I love umpiring but training um-
pires is the most rewarding because 
you see them really grow and devel-
op their skills and I get to pass my 
knowledge onto kids. I feel like the 
luckiest bloke in the world," Terry 
said. 

"You've got to be motivated, that's 
for sure. You have to keep going 
and as an umpire you're always 
learning new things. It's no different 
to any other sport when you play a 
good game - you get the same sort 
of sense of satisfaction when you 
umpire well." 

Although many of the umpires in 
training are about 14 years old and 
are usually players, Terry told the 
Diary he is living proof that anybody 
of any age can became a netball um-
pire - so long as they are physically 
capable and interested in the game. 

"Fitness is quite important because 
it's a very fast game," he said. "It's 
just like any sport, you have to work 
really hard and I work harder than a 
centre player." 

Terry was in his 30s when he 
started umpiring and says he is 
always learning something new. He 
was first introduced to netball when 
his daughter started playing in her 
younger years, yet she stopped 
playing and he was the one that 
continued on. 

"I was one of those dads on the 
sideline who used to question things 

and one day one of the ladies from 
Warrandyte told me if I wanted to 
know more then I should sign up as 
an umpire, and as a joke I said yes. 
Then the next week I signed up and 
I've never looked back. If I can do it, 
anyone can do it." 

Terry says umpiring isn't only a 
great way to get young people ex-
periencing social or family issues to 
focus on something positive, but it 
gives them work and life skills, such 
as confidence, management and 
decision-making skills. 

"You have parents on the sideline 
who don't understand the game or an 
umpire's decision and even coaches 
challenge it, " he explained. "We 
have zero tolerance for any abuse 
towards umpires but I guess that's 
the underlying fear. The young ones 
are often afraid of making a mistake 
but we give them the confidence to 
overcome those issues." 

"Umpiring is all about giving them 
the skills to make a decision and in-
terpret situations on a court to keep 
the game flowing. They also must 

be able to withstand any potential 
criticism." 

Umpire trainees spend six to eight 
weeks with a mentor, learning the 
ropes before having a go at umpiring 
independently for a couple of weeks. 

Terry said umpiring is a great way 
for young people to earn an income, 
while it can even be a great part time 
job for parents. 

When he's not umpiring or training 
umpires, you will find Terry is at the 
Blue Tongue Cafe in Warrandyte. He's 
owned the popular cafe at Gold fields 

Shopping Centre for two and a half 
years and he says there's no place 
he'd rather be than Warrandyte. 

"I love Warrandyte. We are the luck-
iest people in Melbourne because 
we are a very strong community. My 
family and I actually moved to Don-
vale for a couple of years but then 
we came back because we missed 
it so much." 

He encourages anybody interested 
in netball umpiring to contact War-
randyte Netball Club president Sue 
Rodwell on 0419 344 245. 

Grand final fever for Warrandyte tennis girls 
By MICHELLE PINI 
SINCE the autumn 2012 return to 
the Diamond Valley Tennis Asso-
ciation Friday night competition, 
Warrandyte Tennis Club has been 
long waiting for its first grand final 
appearance and it finally came 
to fruition last month when the 
Section 6 team of Kelsey Horton, 
Imogen Maillardet, Zoe Stalford 
and Katie Waugh (pictured right) 
defeated Diamond Creek United 
Church Red team in the semi-final 
at Taroona Avenue. 

The girls were catapulted into the 
grand final after a convincing victory 
over Diamond Creek Red 41 games 
to 30. 

On grand final day, however, in a 
tough and robust contest against top-
of-the-ladder team Diamond Creek 
United Church Blue, the Warrandyte 
girls were not able to secure the flag 
and the top ranked team proved too 
formidable, defeating Warrandyte 
46- 21. 

Meanwhile, Warrandyte brought 
home a winning pennant after the 
Ferntree Gully and District Ladies 
Tennis Association Thursday grand 
final was played earlier this month. 
The Section 9 team was undefeated 
all season, but were not taking any 
chances as they went into the grand 
final. 

The team comprised Nanette Cur-

ruthers, Lois Windridge (captain), 
Mandy Bence, Pat Allgood and An-
gela Dziedzic (pictured left) and they 
had defeated Monbulk by only nine 
games the last time the teams met. 

But the Warrandyte aces were 
much more comfortable in the grand 
final defeating Monbulk 45 games to 
23 games, winning five of the six sets. 

Our 'guru' recognised 
WARRANDYTE coach Craig Haslam 
was a finalist at the Victoria Tennis 
Awards in the Coaching Excellence at 
a Club or Centre category. The presti-
gious awards evening was held at the 

Melbourne Cricket Club Dining Room 
late last month and attended by Craig 
together with WTC president eil 
Sproat and junior convenor Tony 
Honeyborne and partners. 

Although Craig did not take home 
the award . he described the club' 
inclusion and nomination in this 
awards event as "much appreciated" 
and said "it is an added incentive 
for us all to strive for excellence at 
WTC". 

flood of juniors 
WARRANDYTE Coach Craig Haslam 
welcomed changes to junior tenni 
coaching and competition format 
that he says will attract a "flood of 
new junior players". Improvements 
to junior tennis include shorter 
formats and earlier starts as well a. 
modified conditions including rac-
quets and balls commensurate with 
physical size and ability. allowing 
children as young as seven to play 
competition tennis. 

The changes are attracting many 
junior participants with 30 new mem-
bers signed up and more expected 

In-house competitions as well a. 
inter-club tournaments are offered 
on Friday night and : turday and 

unday mornings. 
Contact Craig Haslam on 04 

722538 or info@thetenni guru.com. 
au for further information. 
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AS previewed in last month's Diary, 
a local team comprising Paul Gru-
ber, Karina Ylt iritti, Angus Rodwell 
and Brendan Hills competed in the 
Mountain Designs Geoquest 48hr 
adventure race held in Harrington. 

The event is a non-stop 48-hour 
adventure race that includes disci-
plines of trekking, mounta in biking, 
sea kayaking and swi mming. All 
teammates s tay together fo r the 
entire race and attempt all legs of 
the course. 

The cou rse th is year included 
45km kayaking, 56km trekking, a 
500m swim and 108km mountain 
bike. Teams use navigat ion skills to 
find checkpoints hidden in the bush 
along the way and choose the fastest 
route based on the maps provided to 
them. The terrain is generally rough 
and hilly, with 6000m of vertical 
gain covered over the course. The 
team faced impenetrable vegetation, 
swamps, leeches, cliffs , and a swim 
across a tidal river. A shark was even 
spotted by a few teams during the 
ocean kayak. 

Adding to the chal lenges, sleep 
is generally not considered in an 
adventure race of this length. 

"If you are s leeping," says team 
Topgear Cycles captain Paul Gruber, 
"then you are not moving forwards , 
and you are probably losing your 
position on the leaderboard. It's a 
sport that really tests your limits , 
both physically and mentally. I am 
continually amazed at seeing what 
our bodies are capable of doing. 

"Overall , we we re extremely 
pleased with our race." 

Topgear Cycles finished the course 
in 39 hours and 25 minutes, placing 
an impressive 12th position overall , 
and eighth in t he premier mixed 
category in what is regarded as 
Australia's premier adventure race. Adventure seekers: Angus Rodwell, Karina Vrtiritti, Brendan Hills and Paul Gruber (below) represented team Topgear Cycles. Pictures: James Pitman. 

TWO DAYS IN THE LIFE OF A GEOQUEST ADVENTURE RACE SURVIVOR 
THE Warrandyte Diary asked 
Angus Rodwell to provide a first-
hand account of the team's expe-
rience. This is his report on the 
challenging event 

It all sounded like a great Queen's 
birthday long weekend challenge to 
compete in Australia's premier adventure 
race when Paul Gruber pitched the idea 
to me. A few weeks before the race, 
however, two questions still puzzled me. 

Can you really race non-stop for 48 
hours without sleep? And how long be-
fore we'd begin battling with the dreaded 
"sleep monsters"? These questions 
stuck unnervingly in the back of my 
mind as the team travelled the 1200km 
together from Melbourne to Harrington 
NSW (Just below Port Macquarie) by car 
to reach the start line. 

Our team comprised three Warrandyte 
residents, Paul Gruber, Karina Vitiritti 
and me, along with Brendan Hills (a pre-
vious racing partner of Paul's). We were 
joined in Harrington by a gun support 
crew of fellow adventurers-Phil ippa 
Birch and Gary Angee. We would all join 
forces to take on the "Geo". 

Between them my teammates had 
adventure racing experience in various 
locations across Australia and overseas. 
This race was to be my introduction to 
the sport. Nothing like jumping in the 
deep end, eh? What was I doing here? I 
may have been low on race experience, 
but I made up for it through many hours 
of YouTube research. It made me confi-
dent that, if nothing else, I knew previous 
races inside out, what teams we needed 
to beat, and I could talk the talk. So I felt 
a degree of comfort as we walked into 
the Geoquest HQ to register. 

Adventure race organisers deliberately 
don't disclose the actual course until the 
night before the race starts. This ensures 
everyone is kept guessing and can 't 
pre-plan. All we really knew was that 
the disciplines would require continual 
compass navigation (No GPS or mobile 
phones permitted) and involve sea kaya-
king, river kayaking, trekking, swimming 
and mountain biking over approximately 
200km. Until we received the maps and 
30 orienteering checkpoint locations, we 
didn't know what order or how far each 
stage would be. We didn't even know 
where we would start from! 

The excitement levels inside the Har-
rington Hotel built as the organisers 
finally gave the pre-race briefing and 
handed out the maps. Into the evening, 
we highlighted tracks and possible 
routes, applied contact to protect the 
maps from water and packed our copi-
ous quantities of energy bars, gels and 

powders supplied by our very generous 
sponsor Topgear Cycles. 

With only several hours before the 
starter's gun, we settled in for our last 
sleep of the weekend befo re an early rise 
to a dark drizzling Saturday morning. 
Race day had fi nally arrived. 

Stage 1: 16km ocean paddle. 
After a quick run from the start at Crow-
dy Heads lighthouse to get our hearts 
racing, we started paddling from head-
land to headland off the coast in some 
large and tricky swells. While others 
battled with capsizes and the cold, Team 
Topgear Cycles stayed upright Oust) and 
reached the safety of the beach. So far 
so good. 

Stage 2: 19km trek with a 500m swim 
in the middle. 
"Look after your feet'' my You Tube 
research had told me, so keeping dry 
shoes and socks was a priority. But after 
only 3km of trekking, the lovely coastal 
tracks turned to knee-deep swamps that 
lasted several kilometres. 
All I could think of were the horror sto-
ries I had heard about severe blisters! 
After a freezing cold mid-hike large tidal 
river crossing, we battled barbed wire 
and leach-filled swamps, then scaled a 
small mountain before we descended 
quickly back to sea level ready for anoth-
er kayak. 

Stage 3: 16km upstream river paddle. 
Setting off at Laurieton against the tide 
and over the mud flats, we paddled our 
arms off zigzagging across the map 

locating our checkpoints before finally 
arriving just after dusk at Ross Glen. 

Stage 4: 15km trek. 
After changing into warm dry clothes, 
but wet shoes, we quickly devoured a 
banana roll and some raisin bread. Eager 
to warm up we then set off into the night 
with backpacks and head torches for a 
hilly 15km. After six hours of hill climb-
ing and bush bashing through vines and 
over waterfalls without a break (do we 
ever get a break?!) we arrived at transi-
tion to our support crew's gourmet feast 
of braised chicken, vegies and rice and 
some very nice strong coffee. 

Stage 5: 50km MTB ride. 
It was midnight by now and we were still 
all going strong with no talk of sleep. 
(Although, admittedly, it had very briefly 
crossed my mind!) The night ride started 
badly with our control card left at the 
transition that was back on top of the 
hill we had just descended. We lost a 
few places, so put down the hammer to 
recover the lost time. The ride was full of 
big steep hills and deep creek crossings, 
lots of mud and many overgrown tracks 
that were not even rideable (affectionate-
ly known as "hike-a-bike" sections). As 
dawn finally arrived we cruised into our 
next transition at a popular campground 
to the sound of a snoring tent city and 
timed our run beautifully for our break-
fast. We grabbed Weet-Bix, milk and 
banana in a snaplock bag (we were now 
really racing!) and more beautiful strong 
coffee. Then 11 was a quick change out of 
our bike shoes and into the trekking gear 

ready for Stage 6, only 18km long. This 
would be nice! Or so we thought. .. 

Stage 6: trek 18km. 
As the sun came up, we found ourselves 
on riverside walking tracks that definitely 
hadn't had a customer in over a decade 
and Lantana vines that were out to trip 
your every move. We climbed (at times 
on hands and knees) up steep peaks 
and searched valleys for a few sneakily 
placed checkpoints. A navigational glitch 
trying to find CP18 added some extra 
distance, but we quickly recovered, 
cracked a few jokes and after a quick 
blister treatment stop-jogged the last 
8km into Comboyne where our support 
crew had made fresh pikelets. What a 
welcome sight after a seven-hour stage 
in the bush. 

Stage 7: MTB 38km. 
After close to three hours of grinding 
uphill tracks we were rewarded by some 
spectacular views over the valley (yes, 
we took the time for a quick photo) and 
breathtaking fast descents that kept the 
eyes wide open and the team morale 
high. But as the sun went down again I 
realised we still had three stages to go. 
More water, bars and gels and definitely 
some more caffeine was required, how-
ever, we wouldn't see our support crew 
until the start of the final stage! I'd have 
to dig deep now. 

Stage 8: trek 5km. 
This stage sounded so easy. A quick 
5km and we'd be back on the bike. The 
stage involved splitting into pairs to test 

the entire team's navigation skills. All 
was going well until Paul and I found 
ourselves climbing down a steep gully 
over a field of fallen logging trees. After 
following a creek bed for some time, 
we then found ourselves assisting an 
exhausted fellow competitor who had 
become totally disorientated. Luckily he 
recovered quickly and we finished the 
stage together. 

Stage 9: MTB 25km. 
At 9.30pm we set off down the hill on 
our second last mission. More check-
points, with numerous track junctions 
to select from and several deep creek 
crossings, we ended up wading across 
while carrying the bikes. We were getting 
tired but kept pushing until we finally 
reached the river banks for our final 
stage. 

Stage 10: kayak 16km. 
Fuelled by yet another strong coffee 
(or a can of Coke in Paul's case) and 
geared up with bright headlights, our 
final test was in front of us. We fought 
the sleep monsters by paddling hard, 
splashing Karina with water, and dodging 
jumping fish who were dazzled by our 
bright headlamps. I was sure there was 
another team chasing us the whole way 
to the finish but it could well have been 
sleep-deprived hallucinations. Either way 
we were not going to get passed at this 
late stage. 

Finally, the finish line! 
We crossed the finish line after a 1 km 
run from the boats with only our super 
dedicated sleep deprived support team 
cheering all the way down the main 
street. It was 11 .40pm and no one in 
Harrington was awake. 

Cheering crowd or not, what a feeling it 
was to cross that finish line after almost 
40 hours non-stop on the go. We were 
so happy to finish as a team, relieved to 
be in one piece and absolutely stoked 
to finish over eight hours faster than 
we expected. Who would have thought 
beforehand that we could push for so 
long and still be smiling and laughing all 
the way to the end. We ended up the 8"' 
premier mixed team across the line, in a 
strong field of experienced teams. 

A big thank you to our support team, 
Phlllipa and Gary, Pete from Topgear 
Cycles and, of course, our families and 
friends who were able to track our ev-
ery move on their computers from the 
warmth of home. 

Stay tuned for the next challenge, XPD, 
a 10-day expedition adventure race being 
held In the Flinders Ranges In Septem-
ber. Visit www.XPD.com.au for more. 



Venom fires up at home 
By TONY OLIVliR 
IT was a big weekend recently 
for Big V basketball when all four 
Warrandyte Venom teams played in 
front of big crowds at Warrandyte 
Community Sports Centre. 

The men lined up on the Saturday 
and the women turned up on the 
Sunday. 

First on court were the Youth 
League men who looked to have 
found their way in the past few 
weeks with a two-game winning 
streak but who were yet to score 
a win over the Southern Peninsula 
Sharks in the two years they have 
been in the competition. Second 
versus ninth suggested the Venom 
should win, but the Sharks had sto-
len some good wins in recent times. 

The opening to the game was 
frustrating with both sides missing 
what they should have scored at 
both ends of the court but midway 
through the Venom were able to get 
a free-flowing game going with Joel 
Rimes scoring heavily in the key. 

The quarter-time score favoured 
the home side 21-13 and things were 
going to plan. However, someone 
forgot to tell Southern Peninsula 
as they started the second quarter 
well, closing the gap to one point 
before the Venom were able to 
re-establish some control to share 
the points. 

The Sharks won the third quarter 
and when they put pressure on the 
Venom in the final quarter, an upset 
was on the cards with the margin 
down to five. 

A three-point swish to Jessie 
Aitchison with just over three min-
utes to go was the game breaker 
with the Venom able to close out 
the game 71-56. 

With Camberwell having probably 
sewn up top spot and four teams 
including the Venom chasing the 
remaining three finals spots, no one 
can slip up in remaining games. 

Leading scorers for the Venom 
were Joel Rimes and Harry Minifle 
with 17 points each. 

"The game was not as free flowing 
as it could have been but any win 
at this stage is a good win," coach 
Brent Reid said. "We are chasing 
finals ." 

The Senior men were next on 
court , also up against Southern 
Peninsula. 

With two talented sides and a 
scoreline of 32-29 to the Sharks at 
the long break, the game was well 
and truly alive. Neither side was able 
to put together any flow and players 
were missing what they normally 
should get. 

However, it was still any team's 
game with a four-point margin to the 
visitors at the final break. 

A three-point swish to the Venom's 
Brenton Charles closed the gap to 
one point but the Sharks replied 
almost immediately and re-estab-
lished the four-point margin. Joel 
Rimes, backing up from the Youth 
League game, closed the gap to two. 

While the Venom were trying 
valiantly, the game slowly slipped 
away in the Sharks' favour. Brenton 

Charles put the final points on the 
board for the game with a three but 
the Sharks took the honours 72-64. 

Leading scorers for the Venom 
were Brenton Charles and Chris Van 
der Zaag with 16 each, James Hicks 
with 14 and Vashon Weaver with 10. 

Sunday was the girls ' turn with 
Warrandyte taking on Whittlesea in 
both grades. 

The Youth Girls are going through 
a purple patch with five wins on the 
trot but the visitors had put two 
together and the game was expected 
to be a lot closer than the positions 
on the ladder suggested. 

The first two quarters were domi-
nated by the Venom who held a 33-
16 lead at the long break. But early 
on in the third quarter, the Venom 
struggled to score any points while 
Whittlesea closed the gap to single 
figures. A late burst to the Venom 
re-established a bigger lead with 
Whittlesea just taking the points in 
the period . 

Again the Venom seemed to strug-
gle in the fourth quarter but did 
enough to kick away (61-50) and keep 
their winning streak going. 

Bree Waugh, at point guard, had a 
blinder for the Venom with 21 points, 

Little aths crew running 
off the winter chills 
WINTER cro88 country compe-
tition continued last month and 
several young athletes have been 
achieving some great results 
including Sam McAuley in the 
Under 14s, Warrandyte netballer 
Je88ica O'Keefe, Emily Sharpe 
(pictured right), Emma and Kate 
McQueeney, and Harriette and 
Alice Glover. 

The Under 15 Girls team ran 
well at the recent prestigious Box 
Hill Open Day and collected the 
teams gold medal with Je881ca 
O'Keefe running a great race with 
tough competition to win the Indi-
vidual gold medal. 

EmUy Sharpe bas carried on 

with her strong summer season 
of middle distance running high-
lighted by a first place at Gar-
dfuers Creek and a second at the 
Ringwood cross country day. 

In the recent Eastern metropol-
itan regional competition the Un-
der 8 age group led by Emma and 
Kate McQueeney ran well with 
Kate winning a hard-fought teams 
silver medal. 

East Doncaster Little Athletics 
Club is proudly sponsored by the 
Warrandyte Community Bank and 
the parents of participants. For 
more Information contact Marga-
ret Kelly on 0447 693 561 or Peter 
Sharpe on 0413 777 107. 

with 11 to Maddie Taylor. 
The weekend rounded out wi th 

third playing fourth in the D 1 W 
competition. This was classed as 
the game of the round but the Venom 
were in control early leading 23-9 at 
the first break. 

The visitors upped the tempo in 
the second quarter to take the points 
and close the gap to 10. However, the 
Venom were able to close out the 
game 72-49. Leading scorers for the 
Venom were Sthefany Thomas, Meg 
Dargan and Rachael Wansbrough 
with 15 points each. 

Moving into the finals in September, 
the Venom should have three sides 
in action with both women's teams 
and the Youth Men. 

Casey hits the ton 
AT just 19, Warrandyte Venom 's 
Casey Taylor stepped out for game 
No.100 recently against Whittlesea, 
further highlighting the club 's large 
number of young players coming 
through the women's program. 

Already in her sixth season at Big 
V level, the emerging forward contin-
ues to impress and is set to join the 
likes of Mollie Burke, Meg Dargan and 
Georgina Werninghaus as long-term 

Venom stars over the next decade. 
Having coached her since a senior 

debut back in 2008 as a then 14-year 
old, Justin Nelson rates Taylor's bas-
ketball smarts as a key strength that 
will ensure longevity in the game at 
such a high level. 

"Casey reads the game so well, she 
knows how to use her body and is 
incredibly strong for such a young 
player," Nelson said. "The fact that 
she has already reached this mile-
stone and still continues to play in 
our junior program shows how much 
she has already developed. 

Friday night domination 
WITH about four rounds to go in the 
Friday night representative basket-
ball competition, Warrandyte Venom 
could have at least 16 teams in finals 
action with a couple more with a 
good chance of scraping in. 

One of the teams highly likely to be 
in finals action is the Under 14 Boys 
VC side, currently sitting in second 
place. They took on Werribee, who 
were sitting sixth and with a need 
to put some wins together to sneak 
into the finals. 

Werribee opened the game at War-
randyte Community Sports Cent re 

well but the Venom came back late to 
trail by 7-10 at the first break. 

The Venom were down two play-
ers and were struggling against the 
height of the Werribee side. 

The damage was done in the sec-
ond quarter with Werribee taking the 
points to lead 24-12 at the long break. 

The Venom lifted in the second half 
and effectively shared the points but 
Werribee took out the win 37-24. 

For the Venom Tyler Robertson 
with 21, Anthony Hantzipauiis with 
7 and Matthew Baynon with 6 were 
the main contributors. 

The following game was the Under 
18 Regional Boys, coached by Ian 
Wood, taking on second-placed Crai-
giebum. "It's a massive challenge, 
we are sitting second-bottom," said 
the coach before the game. 

But challenge they did as the Ven-
om took control early and were never 
seriously challenged . A scoreline 
of 13-7 at the first break, then 24-1 0 
at the long break didn't reflect the 
ladder positions of both sides. 

A challenge from Craigiebum in the 
final term put a scare through the 
Venom camp, especially given they 
had been run over in the last quar-
ter following solid leads in previous 
games. But.they held on. 

Tyler Witnish scored 12, Darcy 
Trenfield 11 and Lachlan Kershaw 9. 

Earlier in the night Warrandyte's 
Under 16 Girls (playing in Eastern 
qualifying) recorded a 33-28 w in 
over Melbourne. Top scorers for 
the Venom were Georgia Aitchison 
(9), Madeleine Begley (8) and Elyse 
Lepre (4) . Warrandyte welcomed 
the Melbourne coach - and former 
Venom player - Jo Metcalfe and her 
daughter Nikki. Nikki contributed 4 
for the losing side. 

In the opening match the Under 
16 Boys could not overcome a slow 
start and went down to Kilsyth 27-25 
with Mason Witnish scoring 8. 

Saturday teams take a break 
THE mid-year break arrived for Sat-
urday basketball with the final games 
rolling out this month. 

Casey Taylor's Under A Grade Girls 
were down on players with Hayley 
MacIntyre and Natalie MacDonald 
having to come up from the Under 
15s. Sara Deacon was carrying an 
ankle injury from her Friday night 
game. 

However, Warrandyte had enough 
to defeat a Bulleen side ~27 after 
leading 24-10 at the break. atalie 
MacDonald contributed 13 with 10 
to Hayley MacIntyre and 7 to Zoe 
MacDonald. 

At the Croydon Hills home court, 
the Under 11 A Grade Girls, coached 
by new coach Damien Nicks, had 
a good win over Ivanhoe 36-12 to 
maintain their second place positi on 
in the competition. 

Meg Dargan, captain of the enior 
Women's Big V side, was the referee 
and commented positively on the 
skill level of the girls after the game. 

Ruby Nicks scored 11, Alicia Callahan 
(10) and Tilly Hodgson (8) were the 
main contributors. Lucy Royal"s Under 
9 D Grade Girls had a terrific win over 
a visiting Balwyn side 16-1. 
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Pavilion is on the way 
THE demolition is complete and the 
noise has well and truly begun as 
Warrandyte Reserve will soon be 
home to a new, upgraded sporting 
pavilion to accommodate the War-
randyte Football Club, Warrandyte 
Junior Football Club, Warrandyte 
Cricket Club, and Warrandyte Net-
ball Club. 

Despite a late start to the works all 
is on track for a fan tastic addition to 
the sports community come early 
2014. 

"We are being told that the facil-
ity will be completed late January 
dependant on weather, rock and 
other variables ," Phil Treeby told 
the Diary. 

"It would be safer to say it wi ll be 
opened prior to the end of Cr icket 
Season or for the start of next year's 
football season." 

The existing sporting pavilion at 
Warrandyte Reserve was demolished 
last month and is being prepared 
for the construction of a new two 
storey pavilion as seen in these artist 
impressions. 

The new pavilion will include 

Party time 
forWJFC 
THE Warrandyte Junior Football 
Club is set to unleash some 
hair-raising fun at The Retreat 
on August 3 with their annual 
function, fundralser and auction 
night. 

This year's theme is Wigorama 
and all comers are encouraged 
to "wear the hair that you've 
always wanted". The night will 
feature a live band, finger food, 
raffles and several items up for 
auction. 

Visit www.warrandytejfc.org 
for more info. Meanwhile, the 
players have been getting down 
to some serious business on 
the field as we head towards 
finals. 

change rooms and amenities, first aid 
and umpires rooms and club storage 
on the ground floor, as well as a mul-
tipurpose space, kitchen/ canteen, 
netball locker room and netball club 
storage on the second level. 

A $2.3 million project, the redevel-
opment is being funded by Manning-
ham Council ($1.2 mill ion), Sport 
and Recreation Victoria ($800,000), 
and the Warrandyte Sporting Group 
incorporating the Warrandyte Junior 

Football Club and Warrandyte Net-
ball Club (totaling $320,000), which 
includes funding assistance from the 
Warrandyte Community Bank. 

Stay tuned for more updates and 
photographs in coming months. 

Pictures: Sallyanne Hartnell and Gareth Dickson 

DIARY 
SPORTS 
SHORTS 

Andersons Creek 
kids in finals 
ANDERSONS Creek Primary 
School has had a fantastic term in 
the sports arena, according to PE 
teacher Meredith Thornton. 

"All our Grade 5 and 6 students 
competed in the Templestowe 
District Inter-school sports 
competition and the netball team 
and football team made the finals," 
she reports. 

"Following our school cross 
country several of our students 
went on to compete at district, 
division and then regional level as 
well," Meredith said. 

"Our Grade 1 and 2 students 
all took part in a full day mini ball 
incursion. 

"The day started in small groups 
rotating through several skill 
sessions and then a competition 
round robin in the afternoon. All 
Prep to Grade 4 students have 
also spent four weeks refining their 
gymnastics skills." 

Subsidies 
for clubs 
SUBSIDIES are being offered 
to sporting clubs for lifesaving 
defibrillator units thanks to St John 
Ambulance Victoria. 

St John's Ambulance 
spokesperson Stephen Horton is 
calling on sponsors to assist in their 
goal to equip 2300 Victorian sports 
clubs with the defibrillator units as 
part of Its Heart Start Program. 

Interested clubs should call 8588 
8300 or go to deflbssavelives.com. 
au. 
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Bl 
By MICHAEL DI PETTA 
IT was a day to forget for the Bloods 
at H.E Parker Reserve recently as 
Heathmont put them to the sword 
in a game that never really got going 
for Warrandyte. 

Still missing players due to injuries, 
the Bloods certainly looked under-
manned as Heathmont took total 
control, leading at every change and 
running out comfortable 82-point 
winners. The result was the latest in 
a string of sub-par performances by 
Warrandyte, which included losses 
to Boronia and Chirnside Park, leav-
ing the Red and White 11th on the 
EFL ladder with two wins and nine 
losses from 11 rounds. 

In chilly conditions that were per-
fect for playing football , the game 
began superbly for Heathmont with 
the team's loot skills proving a class 
above. 

Spreading all over the ground with 
precise passing, the home side was 
able to score three rapid goals before 
the Bloods were able to muster a 
meaningful attempt. 

Despite excellent tap work by 
Warrandyte ruckman Dave Hand 
giving the midfielders good oppor-
tunities, the Bloods were unable to 
make use of them and disposed of 
the ball wastefully when entering 
the forward 50. Heathmont, on the 
other hand, continued to effectively 
run and carry the ball down the field 
and ii not for strong efforts by Bloods 
hard nut Daniel Large would have 
scored more. However, the home 
side still went into quarter time lead-
ing by 35 points, with Warrandyte yet 
to record a major. 

Left with harsh words from coach 
John O'Brien still ringing in their 
ears, the Bloods came out looking 
like a different side in the second 
quarter. With an emphasis on raising 
their effort level and competing at ev-
ery contest, the Warrandyte players 
began to hit their straps and started 

s battered and bruised 

Catch me if you can: Mitch Gaffney breaks free and slams through a goal against Boronia. 
emulating Heathmont's kicking dis- six-goal advantage and leading 9.9 to to trouble the scoreboard on almost 
play from the first quarter, pinging Warrandyte's 3.6 at hall-time. every one of the limited occasions 
accurate passes all over the ground. Although showing signs of promise they went inside 50. Heathmont held 

Looking dangerous when moving in the second quarter, Warrandyte a 60-point lead at the final change. 
the ball with pace, Mitchell Gaffney was unfortunately unable to build With little more then pride to play 
finally booted the Bloods' first goal on it in the third. Despite carving out for in the final term, Warrandyte djd 
of the game with a kick from the many chances, the Bloods were ex- manage to limit Heathmont's scoring, 
right forward flank. Minutes later, tremely wasteful in front of goal and with Josh Eyre and Dave Hand in par-
Warrandyte had another major with with their ball use, missing shots for ticular finish ing the game strongly. In 
Dave Hand adding to an already goal and leading targets too often to what had become a common theme 
excellent game with a magnificent give themselves any hope of making throughout the game, Warrandyte 
long bomb. When Gaffney added a comeback. This was made more was unable to reap the fu ll reward 
another from the same position on frustrating for the Warrandyte faith- for their ruck dominance and didn 't 
the ground, the Bloods looked up ful by Heathmont 's excellent con- manage to trouble the scoreboard in 
for the fight, however, Heathmont version rate at the other end of the any meaningful way. As a spectacle, 
regained composure to restore its ground, as the home side was able the contes t had become a slightly 

scrappy affair, and when the final 
siren sounded it was Heathmont 
who ran out a comfortable winner 
15.12.102 to Warrandyte 3.1 2.30. 

Reserves do It touab 
The results for the Warrandyte 
Reserves mirrored those of the 
senior side in rounds 9-11 , suffering 
a 78-point loss at the hands of Boro-
nia and losing by 41 and 49 points 
to Chirnside Park and Heathmont 
respectively. That being said , the 
Reserves still have plenty to play 
fo r and will look to improve their 
ladder position in the back half of 
the season, currently sitting 11th 
alter recording th ree wins and eight 
losses. 

Ul9s bring some joy 
In contrast to the other two War-
randyte sides, the Under 19s were 
able to provide their fans with some 
winnjng footy, responding well to a 
58-point loss to Boronia to win by 68 
points against Chimside Park. More 
impressively, the U19s demolished 
Heathmont by 131 points, conceding 
only one goal in four quarters of 
foo tball. Those results see the Ul9s 
sitting in seventh place, with four 
wins and six losses. 

At the time the Diary went to print 
the Bloods were set to host Wan ti ma 
South at Warrandyte Reserve. 

RESULTS 
Round 9: Warrandyte 6.6.42 lost to Boronia 
14.15.99. Goals: M. Gaffney 2, G. Hitchman , D. 
Hand , B. Taylor , M. Morello. Best C. Johnstone. 
J. Eyre, M. Gaffney, D. Hand, D. Large, A. White. 
Round 10: Warrandyte 6.11.47 lost to Chims1de 
Park 21 .13 139. Goals: T. Hockey 2, M. Morello 
2, S. Patroni, R. Pascoe. Best D. Large, L 
Saunders, D. Hand, M. Gaffney, M. Chimerrton 
J. Eyre. 
Round 11: Heathmorrt 15.12.102 d Warrandyte 
3.12.30. Goals: M. Gaffney 2, D. Hand. Best M. 
Gaffney, D. Hand, J. Eyre, M. Morello, D. Large, 
T. Beasley. 

Warrandyte laces up for a cause 
By MICHAEL DI PETTA 
and SCOTT PODMORE 
TO the Warrandyte Football 
Club faithful, coaches, playen 
and community, Round 9's clash 
last month against Boronia was 
more then just a football game. 
It was a similar situation over at 
the Templestowe netball courts 
as our netballers also played 
their part in the fight against 
street violence. 

On an emotional day at War-
randyte Reserve, Warrandyte 
Football Club players wore 
orange laces in a show of sup-
port for the 'Step Back. THINK' 
lace up campaign. For the home 
club, It was particularly signifi-
cant in honouring the memory 
of a well-known Bloods support-
er and former Warrandyte High 
School student David Cassai, 
who tragically lost his Ille after 
a being assaulted In an incident 
In Rye. 

The club became one of 400 
across the nation to support 
Step Back lHINK to raise aware-
ness about street violence. 
Cassai, who was only 22, was 
a close friend of many War-
randyte players, and the club 
saw the campaign as a way to 
not only to take a stand against 
street violence, but also honor 
and make a statement on behalf 
of David. 

Gareth Hitchman, a key mem-
ber of the senior side and a 
close personal friend of David's, 
talked of the club's motivations 
for backing the campaign. 

"For most of us, It's just good 
to raise awareness, because it's 
somethlni that can happen to 
anyone," lie said. 

The day was seen as a way to 
send a meaeage to some of the 
young playen at the club. 

"I guess it shows some of the 
younger lads that It only takes 
one punch, and It can have seri-
ous consequences, not just affect-
ing the family but also the whole 
community," Hitchman said. 

"David's mum was really excel-
lent, she came to join us after the 
game and gave us all a hug, the 
whole thing really meant a lot to 

us," Hitchman said. 
Warrandyte and many other 

local based football clubs hope 
that by giving their support to 
the caml)aii[n they can encourage 
young peop1e to think more about 
the aftermath and repercuaalons 
of their actions, and hopefully see 
street violence wiped out. 

Nearby at Templestowe, Warran-

dyte Netball Club's senior r,layers 
(Open and Under 17) also laced 
up" with orange laces to support 
the Step Back TIUNK campaign. 

"We hadJust under 70 girls lace 
up," presl ent Sue Rodwell said. 
"The campaign was also support-
ed by other local sporting clubs to 
create awareness to stop street 
violence. 

"It was great to see so many 
willing young girls to help par-
ticipate in spreading the critical 
message, by wearing the laces 
and sbartna their photos on 
aocial media to help spread the 
message further. 

"The more people are aware, 
hopefully the more incidents we 
can all help prevent." 
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