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Peter's PNG-pled 
By scon PODMORE 
ONE of the Warrandyte men who was 
part of the trekking group attacked 
in a deadly ambush in Papua New 
Guinea has spoken to the Diary 
about the horrors of the incident on 
the Black Cat Track in which he was 
beaten and speared through the leg. 

Peter Stevens, 62, says he is "han-
dling it well", and has plans to return 
to the scene of the crime to finish the 
trek and raise funds for the porters 
and families affected. 

An expat tour leader Christie King, 
seven Australians, a New Zealander 
and 19 PNG porters were ambushed 
by up to four men while trekking 
along the Black Cat Track in Moro be 
province on September 10. Two of 
the porters were violently murdered 
with butcher knives while another 
died later in hospital. 

Several in the group were seriously 
wounded and while Stevens and an-
other Warrandyte man, Rod Clarke, 
are recovering, they say their biggest 
concern is the health and welfare of 
the surviving porters, the families of 
the dead men, and the small commu-
nities that will be forever affected. 

"People are talking about the at-
tack, the revenge attacks and the ar-
rests, and that's understandable, but 
we're all really concerned about the 
porters," says Stevens, an ex-army 
major who now is a contract manag-
er at Citywide in North Melbourne. 

"We actually have a trust fund set 
up (Black Cat Track Porters Trust 
Fund, see pages 4 and 5). We'd love 
to see something in the Diary about 
it because, really, those guys took 
the brunt of it." 

It's believed some of the injured 
porters' wounds were so bad they're 
not expected to walk again. 

"Lives are completely ruined ," 
Stevens told the Diary. "They have 
no social welfare system, inadequate 
facilities ... the hospitals are really 
primitive. As an example, two of the 
porters who needed urgent surgery 
were still waiting more than a week 

FUEL TO THE FIRE 
UNITED Petroleum is being 
investigated after a series of 
events recently when a large 
sign was installed "overnll(ht" 
in Yarra St on September 26 
and petrol was allegedly sold 
without a permit. Adding to 
the intrigue, Manniogham 
council has confirmed another 
application for a service station 
in Yarra St has been received. 
United we don't stand, Page 3 

later. One of the porters died: they 
were actually about to chop his leg 
off because he had septicaemia, but 
he didn't make it. 

"A couple of the expats were with 
him and they actually provided, from 
what I understand, CPR for about 30 
minutes at the local hospital before 
a doctor appeared. So they're run off 
their feet and don't really have many 
resources or facilities, the kind of 
stuff we take for granted. I reckon our 
average GP office is better equipped 
than their hospitals." 

Stevens says the communities in 
the area along the Black Cat Track 
were poor and mainly comprised 
subsistence farmers with very little 
employment opportunities. A delay 
due to logistics and a bad phone line 
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in relaying news to his wife of eight 
years Dee Sheffrin and stepdaughter 
Breanna Large, 21, meant the wom-
en endured a "sleepless night" and 
some anxious moments in waiting 
to hear the full story. 

"The guy from PNG Trekking rang 
at 8am on the Tuesday and just told 
us Peter had sustained an injury to 
his leg with his trekking pole, so we 
just assumed he had a fall and were 
actually holding back laughter to 
begin with," Dee says. "But I was 
actually worried for him given it was 
the first day but assumed someone's 
gone downhill and they've had a bit 
of a fall. " 

But Dee and Breanna realised it was 
something more serious. 

"Robyn Gillespie (Rod's partner) 

rang me and said, 'I've had two 
missed calls from PNG Trekking', and 
we thought that was a bit strange and 
were guessing that perhaps Rod's 
taken a fall - we were conjuring up 
scenarios thinking there'd been a bit 
of a body landslide on a big incline. 

"Then the guy from PNG Trekking 
said, 'I expect to get a call from the 
High Commissioner about 10 o'clock, 
so stand by the phone'. He said not 
to worry and that they were safe but 
then I got another call from Robyn 
and she had just received a call from 
Rod saying they'd been attacked . At 
that moment I became quite a bit 
panic-stricken." 

Then a brief IO-second call came 
from Peter at about 11.30am, which 
dropped out, and every time he tried 

to call he couldn't connect. 
"I didn 't sleep very much that 

night." Dee says . "We didn 't really 
find out exactly what had happened 
until about halfway through Wednes-
day." Breanna added . "Peter rang 
about 3pm that afternoon and told 
mum everything and then it started 
coming out in the news - and then 
reporters started calling at 5.30am 
in the morning and camping outside 
the house." 

With Peter back home and recov-
ering, the Warrandytian says the 
experience hadn't impacted him as 
many would expect. 

"I'm OK. I'm sleeping well . I'm not 
having flashbacks or anything." 

• See Peter's first-person account 
of the experience on Pages 6 and 7. 
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N occ a s i o nal 
glimpse at local 
personalities, this 
month fe aturing 
Warrandyte Wag-

gle Wonder and master of the 
Granny knot, Jasper Trott. 

Hello Jasper. How was the 
Jamboree? 

Good. 
Where did you go. 
Lara. 
What was that like? 
Good. 
And what troop are you in? 
The Gerbils. 
Surely gerbils aren't really 

a wild animal. 
They do get quite cross 

when you tie their tails to-
gether. 

I notice you've got a 
scrunchie round your scarf 
instead of a woggle? 

Emily Binsfey gave it to me 
as a keepsake. 

Did you give her some-
thins(l 

Didi ever. 
Have you ever had to use 

your scarf as a bandage or 
a sling? 

No, but sometimes I get a 
runny nose. 

So at the Jamboree, did 
you sleep In cabins or under 
canvas? 

I shared a pup tent with 
Tristan Dickson. 

Why do they call it a pup 
tent? 

Dicko brought his dog. 
Did you earn any badges? 
I tried for my Firelighters 

Badge but I didn't get it. 
What happened? 
Apparently you're not al-

lowed to use a Bic disposable. 
And how did Dlcko go? 
Good. He got his fire going 

using the fluff from his navel. 
That's very clever. 
I would have been cleverer 

if he'd taken it out of his navel 
before he lit it. 

So no badges for you then? 
Nah. I was going to try for my 

Advanced Swimming Badge 
but Skip said I'd have to start 
at the bottom. 

Well what dJd you learn? 

They taught us how to stay 
alive in the bush with a simple 
survival kit containing a water 
bottle, a packet of Ryvlta and 
a compass. Then they took us 
into the middle of nowhere 

living with __ ,,t,· 
The Trotts 

and left us. 
How did you go? 
I lost the survival kit. 
So how did you find your 

way back? 
When I did my Hiker's Badge 

last year I learned how to find 
East just by using the sun, a 
stick and an iPhone. It even 
works in the dark without a 
stick. 

Amazing. 
You learn lot's of tricks with 

your Hiker's Badge. Like how 
to make a small fire with a 
magnifying glass . Or a big 
fire with a big magnifying 
glass. How chocolate gives 
you energy but it's better to 
carry a Mars Bar than a Choe 
Wedge. And if you wear two 
socks on your foot you don't 
get blisters . Though you do 
get really bad blisters on the 
other foot. 

So what dJd you do In the 
evenings? 

Oh, you know. Sat round the 
campfire cooking marshmal-
lows till they melted and fell 
in the fire. Drank cocoa. Sang 
songs. 

Campfire songs? 
Yeah. Ging gang goalie goo/ie 

goalie watcha. Quartermaster's 
store. I met a bear. Call me Mr 
Flintstone I can make your bed 
rock! Songs like that. 

So Jasper how long exactly 
have you been scouting? 

About 13 years now, 
But you're only 151 
I started when I was 8 and 

I've been 15 since this column 
started 6 years ago, so you 
figure it out. 

Funny that. Well tbanb, 
Jasper. And bow dJd you find 
the Interview? 

Good. 
Good. 
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United we don't sta11d 
By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
WARRANDYTE Community Assoc i-
ation and Yarra St residents expect 
United Petroleum to face strict con-
sequences after allegedly breaching 
council laws when it carried out 
construction work and sold petrol 
at its Yarra St site in what the WCA 
believes was without a permit in the 
last week of September. 

News also has emerged that anoth-
er application for a service station 
further down Yarra St , near the 
roundabout at Harris Gully Rd, was 
formally submitted around the same 
time of the month that United chose 
to carry out works and start serving 
petrol to customers. 

Yarra St resident Deirdre Smart first 
overheard construction work being 
carried out the night of Thursday, 
September 26. Over the next couple 
of days , residents noticed pumps 
and a sign being installed at the 44-
46 Yarra St site despite an alleged 
warning from Manningham council 
to cease operations. 

Deirdre believes the works were a 
danger to the community, and were 
carried out in a "dodgy" manner. 

Around noon on Friday, a truck 
arrived at the site to put petrol in 
the ground, halting traffic flowing 
both ways along Yarra St and almost 
causing an accident, according to 
residents who were at the scene (see 
inset photograph). 

"There's a blind corner right out-
side the service station with double 
lines and there's just no other way 
to get in there," Deirdre said. "A car 
came around the bend and nearly 
ran right into the tanker and had to 
go onto Stiggants Reserve to avoid 
a collision. There are other places 
in Warrandyte that are more appro-
priate for a petrol station." 

By the Saturday afternoon the 

Controversial: A service station attendant with the cash register placed on top of a bin (above) and the newly 
constructed sign (top right) and a truck blocks traffic in Yarra St (right). Pictures supplied. 
station began selling petrol to cus-
tomers. Customers raised concerns 
about the conditions in which a ser-
vice station attendant was serving 
people outside the site's offices with 
the cash register placed on top of a 
wheelie bin. Customer receipts also 
contained the address of a nearby 
resident. 

"The point is if you've got the 
cash register on a wheelie bin not 
far from where cars are coming 
through you can be knocked down," 
Merilyn Evans from the Warrandyte 

Community Association said. "Then 
there's a possible fi re hazard ii petrol 
spills and we don 't actually know 
what provisions are in place, which 
is concerning given Warrandyte is a 
high fire risk area." 

It is believed a council representa-
tive halted the unauthorised works 
and sale of fuel on the follow ing 
Monday morning. WCA committee 
member and former Manningham 
councillor David Ellis told the Diary 
he believes United has breached 
council laws and should be met with 

"the fi rmest possible response from 
council: signs removed, pumps out 
- no ifs or buts." 

The Diary understands a planning 
permit for United's petrol station, 
convenience store and cafe at the 
site was first lodged in early 2012 and 
has been on hold as negotiations take 
place between the major national 
retailer and VicRoads. 

Mr Ellis speculated that by selling 
petrol over t he two days, United 
may have been trying to evoke the 
Existing Use Rights Act, which states 

ii the location is in continual use as 
a petrol station then that could act 
as a permit. 

However, before the petrol was sold 
last month, it is believed fuel hadn't 
been sold at the site since 2005 . 
Clause 63.06 of the Planning Scheme 
provides that a use expires if it has 
stopped for a continuous period of 
more than two years. 

"The works undertaken by United 
would appear not only to pre-empt 
council 's authority, but to do so in 
order to steal a march on a potential 
competitor," Mr Ellis said. 

At the time the Diary went t o 
print, Manningham council was sWl 
investigating the indicent and United 
Petroleum was unable to provide 
a spokesperson in time to answer 
questions. The Diary hopes to have a 
full statement from United Petroleum 
and Manningham council in the next 
edition of the Diary. 

Bunker business is a hot topic 
FlRE Plan No. l: Leave early, bun-
kers are only a back-up! That was 
the clear message reinforced at 
the Bunkers or Bunkum forum in 
Warrandyte recently, which also 
attracted national media outlets 
including Channel 10. 

CSIRO bushfire building expert 
Justin Leonard presented a sober-
ing analysis of bushfire fatalities 
over the years together with 
observations for the 2009 Black 
Saturday fires and an update on 
building regulations for private 
bushfire bunkers. 

On Black Saturday there were 
two fatalities inside self-built 
bunkers and six more in various 
cellars and workshops attached or 
built under the home and consid-
ered by the resident as safe "fire 
protection" areas. 

Three more died who had falled 
to make it to a bunker only 10 me-
tres from their house. 

"These terrible fatalities rein-
force the message that fire bun-
kers are very much a last resort 
- Plan C or D, not a first option," 
said Warrandyte Community Asso-
ciation president Dick Davies. 

"They must be built to approved 
standards and residents must plan 
effectively in advance when to 

JETS 

take shelter in them. 
"But the CFA message to 'leave 

early' is definltely the first op-
tion." 

The forum was organised by 
the WCA's Be Ready Warrandyte 
- Living with Bushfire Risk cam-
paign. 

It brought together emergency 

services and planning officers 
from CFA and local government 
together with bunker builders 
and CSIRO to consider the pros 
and cons of bunkers and answer 
questions from more than 170 
residents. 

In addition to residents of the 
Greater Warrandyte area, there 

B.M.C 

were several participants who had 
lost their homes or experienced 
the Black Saturday fires first 
hand. 

For more info visit http:// 
warrandyte.org.aufbe-ready/ 
bunkers-or-bunkum or contact 
Jodi Clark on 9844 5855 or email 
info@warrandyte.org.au 

The WCA 'Be Ready Warrandyte' 
project is funded by the Victorian 
Government F1re Ready Commu-
nities Grants Program. Manning-
ham Council, illumbik Council. 
the Warrandyte Community Bank 
and the Community Market Com-
mittee have also provided funding 
support. 
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Melbourne Hill 
Road update 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
COMM ITY members involved 
in the Manningham Council Com-
munity Reference Panel have 
proposed an alternative concept 
to address Melbourne Hill Rd 
drainage issues. 

The group presented footage 
showing flow of water in the catch-
ment to councillors and council 
engineers in early September. 

~we felt we were able to prove 
through this consultative ap-
proach that catchment and flood 
affected residents are not at fault,~ 
the community reference panel 
member Peter Hookey said. 

The community members point-
ed to a lack of standardised ap-
proach to the design or construc-
tion of driveway crossovers and 
very little council maintenance 
of drains as major contributors to 
drainage problems. 

In addition , the community 
members proposed IO per cent 

f water comes from the coun-
cil-Owned reserve at the top of 
Melbourne Hill Rd , arguing that 
they should not be responsible for 
the flow of this water. 

But council claims the area of 
the reserve at the top of the catch-
ment represents "about 8 per cent 
of the total catchment area". 

"Under council's policy, council 
pays for the contribution that r~ 
serves make to a catchment. This 
is accounted for in the cost ap-
portionments. lt is not a cost that 
the residents bear," Manningham 
Council CEO Mr Carbone said. 

"Any proposal to divert these 
flows from the natural, current 
catchment would need to take 
account of potential adverse im-
pacts along the diversion path, 
which does not naturally take 
these flows." 

One option suggested by the resi-
dents was to divert flows from this 
area toward Heidelberg-Warran-
dyte Rd, which is under VicRoads 
control. Council officers have 
approached VicRoads to investi-
gate this option. The community 
members on the panel, 40 per cent 
of whom have been flood affect-
ed, proposed a staged approach 
over multiple years to address 
the catchment issues and believe 
that council needs to take respon-
sibility for the non~dardised 
driveway crossovers designs as 
well as drainage maintenance. 

"The total cost of the works is 
distributed between the contrib-
uting parties, primarily based on 
land area but also takes account of 
the intensity of the rainfall event 
for which the drainage system is 
designed," Mr Carbone said. 

Council's estimated contribution 
of $1,000,000 to the project cost 
includes contributions for the area 
of the council reserve at the top of 
the catchment and the road res-
ervations within the catchment. 
It also includes a contribution for 
the upgrading of pipes and infra-
structure to cater for the major 
storm event, over and above the 
cost of infrastructure for the minor 
storm event. 

But community members are 
concerned that no geotechnic or 
environmental assessments have 
been made on the catchment area, 
leading them to question how any 
figures have been accurately cost-
ed, especially given that residents 
north of the river are currently 
experiencing difficulties with 
drilling through rock for sewage 
connection. 

Council says the final property 
owner contributions will be based 
on council's policy for Contributo-
ry Projects and will take account 
of the final extent of works. The 
original proposed costs to proper-
ty owners was $900,000 (between 
$5000 and S 17,000 per property). 

At this stage, council officers 
are working with the community 
to finalise the concept for the 
drainaae upgrade. 

Mr flookey said community 
members were happy with the 
outcome of the meeting and ap-
preciate council's consultative 
approach. The next panel meeting 
will be held this month at a date 
to be confirmed. 

Locals survive PNG 
PETER Stevens realises he is lucky to survive 
what he calls a "one-off type of serious inci-
dent" on the Black Cat Track in Papua New 
Guinea. While three porters are dead and 
others have sustained serious injuries that 
have crippled them for life, the Warrandyte 
local wants to return to the area and finish 
the trek in honour of the porters who died 
and raise funds for the Black Cat Track Por-
ters Trust Fund. A modest man who is well 
liked in the Warrandyte community, he has 
experienced an ordeal you wouldn't wish 
upon your worst enemy. Peter was generous 
enough to spend more than an hour with 
new Diary editor SCOTT PODMORE and offer 
this first-hand account of the vicious attack 
that made headlines around the globe. 
The Diary warns readers that some content 
is graphic and may be upsetting. 

rn say the Black Cat Track 
horter than Kokoda, but 

y believe it's tougher. 
The Black Cat is a six-day trip and 
70km and I think Kokoda is eight or 
nine days and about 100km. 

Our guide (Christie King) said 
Black Cat was more technical in 
terms of climbing and things like 
that, there were a couple of occa-
sions where you had to use some 
ropes , so I think it's supposed to 
be harder. Mind you, I did the Black 
Cat when I was in the army as a 
20-year-0ld in the early 1970s. 

I clearly remember that first time 
there was an awful lot of history 
laying around, a lot of memorabilia 
and stuff there. One of the guys 
actually found a US naval fighter 
just sitting there in the jungle with 
wings off. It was shot down and it 
was whole and complete. You'd 
find Japanese helmets, graves and 
all sorts of things . 

There were two of us who actu-
ally did Kokoda about three years 
ago. John Hill and I both worked 
together at Transurban for a while. 
He's ex-army, I'm ex-army and out 
of the five of us from Melbourne on 
the trek, three were ex-army and 
one was ex-airforce, and then there 
was Rod Clarke, another Warran-
dyte man, who was drawn into the 
group. PNG Trekking required a 
minimum number of seven fo r the 
trip to happen, so we were keen to 
rope in as many as we could to get 
it up. 

So the five of us were training for 
about nine to 12 months mostly lo-
cally. John Hill used to run at lunch 
times, but pretty much every week 
or fortnight we would meet up 
at Mt Dandenong and initially we 
did the 1000 Steps but we felt that 
didn 't really represent what it was 
going to be like, so there's another 
track called the Glasgow Track and 
that's basically 1km straight up on 
a steep slope and we used to do 
that two or three times in a day. 
Unfortunately I injured my knee 
about five weeks before the trek so 
I basically did no training for that 
time leading up to it. 

We needed to present doctor's 
certificates to say we were fit 
enough to do it. Christie was our 
tour leader who works for PNG 
Trekking and she is very fitness 
oriented - she's what you call a fast 
trekker, who has done the Black Cat 
before in 30 hours I think. But even 
though she'd done the Black Cat 
two or three times, or maybe even 
more, this was her first expedition 
as tour leader. 

For the five us from Melbourne I 
can speak for, we were interested 
in the history of this trek because 
of our backgrounds. That was the 
main drawcard for us. Plus it's a 
beautiful country, the trek's chal-
lenging, but the main aspect was 
the history. It's a good mix. 

So it wasn 't just about the phys-
ical challenge. I'm interested in 
military history and someone said 
to me - and I could believe it's t rue 
- that more Australians died on the 
Black Cat than on Kokoda in the 
fighti ng with the Japanese, but it's 
not very well known. The Black Cat 
is also an old gold mining track. A 
lot of those tracks in that area were 
surveyed and tapped by gold min-
ers. In the Bulolo River and the Bu-
lolo Valley there's lots of gold and 
they're still mining it today. Even 
the locals get in the rivers and find 
little flakes of gold. They'll work 
all day just to get a little handful of 
flakes and apparently there are lots 
of places where they can sell it to 
wholesalers. 

But really, it was about the mili-
tary history. 

We flew over to Port Moresby on 
the Monday and we immediately 
took a transfer flight to a place 
called Bulolo. Then we were met 
by Christie and some vehicles that 
took us to Wau, which was where 
we stayed at the home of a couple. 
The husband worked for Morobe 
Mining and his wife worked at the 
local store, and they basically just 
put us up for the night in their lov~ 
ly house. 

We got up early at about 5.30am, 
the idea being we would start just 
when it got light at about 6am. So 
we drove for about 30 or 40 min-
utes from Wau to the start point 
and the porters were gathered and 
ready to go. 

With regards to the porters, 
the trekking company had tried a 
number of different combinations 
because they had to share the jobs 
around, because obviously over 
there jobs are rare, and they're 
fairly jealously guarded and things 
like that. 

At one stage they'd tried recruit-
ing all the porters from one village 
along the track and nobody was 
happy about them doing the whole 
track. Then they went through a 
process where they'd get porters 
from this village, then others would 
pick it up at the next point, and you 
know, logistically it was inefficient. 
And this time what they decided to 
do was the head porter, Dick, s tart-
ed at Salamaua and then he walked 
up the track picking up some por-
ters from each vi llage. 

So by the time they got to the 
start point he'd assembled his 
team and they had come from ev-
ery village along the way in order 
to share th ings. 

Each of us had paid to have a 
porter carry our big pack -
sides the fact it's pretty challeng-
ing anyway and you're still carry-
ing a day pack, the Idea was you 
had your porter carry your main 
pack for you every day. I had this 
guy called Lapi from Salamaua. The 
short time he was with me I can as-
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sure you he was very good. 
They're incredibly fi t, st rong 

and have heaps of endurance. You 
know, I was puffing getting up to 
the first point on the first day and 
he was carrying a big pack, 16kgs 
or so, and not looking bothered at 
all. 

All these porters were barefoot-
ed, you could see on the steeper 
slopes where their toes had dug in. 
They were incredible. And here we 
were in our $500 foot-gear and slip-
ping and s liding all over the place. 

So we basically start off in this 
kunai grass about waist high and 
spent hours just climbing up these 
spur lines. We stopped off about 
9.30am at a bomber: there was a 
downed B 17 flying fortress from 
WWII. We took a few photos, Chris-
tie gave us a little history about it. 

After that we cut up to this ridge 
where we met this upper track 
where we had a bit of lunch and 
then we started to follow this track 
to our night spot, a place called 
Banis Donkey, which means "don-
key fence" in pigeon apparently. 
But my understanding is in WWII 
there was a corral there where they 
had donkeys to carry supplies and 
things like that. It was a smallish 
clearing and that was where we set 
up for the night. 

So by 2pm we had finished, Chris-
tie reckons we had gone a lot faster 
than she had expected compared 
with the average group trek. It was 
raining quite heavily, very cold, and 
porters helped us set up our tents. 
We were warned that if it rains it 
rains there, it's just the topography, 
basically. We were told to expect to 
get wet every day. 

We set up camp, our tents were 
set up on one side of the track and 
then the porters cut saplings and 
things like that and had a couple 
of tarps and put up one big shelter 
and built a couple of fires either 
side. They were soaked, shivering 
and cold . Most of us got inside 
our tents to dry off and get sorted. 
I dried right off and put my dry 
clothes on which were in my pack 
and probably about 4pm the rain 
stopped. 

I heard a couple of guys talking 
so I got out and joined them and in 
the end there were about five of us 
standing jus t having a chat. 

,\ BOUT 10 minutes later three 
~ys came screaming out of 

the bush with black balaclavas 
on, one of them had a pipe gun 
which was a homemade shot gun 
and two of them had bush kn(ves, 
which are like machetes. They use 
them over there to cut grass and 
it's basically like a farm tool, you 
know, they chop wood with it, slash 
grass with it, so everybody's got 
them. 

Nothing was really going through 
my mind at that stage because 
there is no time for emotion or 
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fear: you see it all , but you're stuck 
thinking what's actually going on 
here? Is this a joke? Are the boys 
having a bit of fun? 

Then the guy with the pipe gun 
pointed it at us and told us to get 
down, so we started to squat. While 
this was happening, the two guys 
with the big bush knives had run 
into the shelter where the porters 
were and just started hacking them 
... straight into them. 

There was no doubt they knew 
what they were doing and, I guess 
you can surmise that there were 
18 or 19 porters and if there are 
only three or four of these guys, 
well , the porters had bush knives, 
too, so, again I'm surmising but I'm 
guessing they were intent on put-
ting potential danger to themselves 
out of the way. Put them out of 
action, basically, so they could do 
what they wanted to do. 

One of the things I've said to peo-
ple is that what it looked like to me 
could be described as being liked 
a National Geographic program on 
television when a lion attacks an 
impala herd. I can still clearly r~ 
member seeing four or five porters 
who were only about five metres 
away - they saw what was coming 
and they were off! 

But these guys were into them 
before some of them got any-
where. Some of them got away into 
the bush, but I can still see one of 
our guys fall to his knees and one 
of them was right into him with a 
bush knife, hacking, just hacking 
him. So at that stage there were 
two guys dead. Obviously I didn't 
know they were dead at the time 
but when we went there later it was 
pretty clear two were dead. 

We were squatting down and the 
attackers were talking in pigeon 
yelling out "slip, slip", which ac-
tually means "sleep", but what 
they meant was "lie down". But 
we didn 't understand so then they 
started to attack us. 

Other people say there was a 
fourth with a 303 rifle, but I per-
sonally only saw three. So they 
obviously turned on us and were 
trying to get us to lie down and one 
guy came straight over to me and 
raised the machete above his head 
and hit me (Peter demonstrates how 
he had his arm up over his head in 
an attempt to shield himself). 

It's hard to tell exactly, but what 
he did was flatten the blade as he 
hit me, which cut my arm a little 
bit, and he hit me a couple of times 
to make me lie down so I was lying 
on my side. Everyone got a beating 
like that. 

Two of the guys, as they were 
coming out of the tents, were 
clubbed over the head with a rifle, 
which one I don 't know because I 
didn 't actually see that happen but 
1 could certainly hear It. They were 
clubbed and put down and subs~ 
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quently got stitches and bandages. 
So we were lying there and one of 

the guys, Zoltan Maklary, he's also 
from Melbourne, hadn't actually 
heard anything as he was in his 
tent listening to his iPod and then 
he said he thought he heard some-
thing so took his earphones out. 

He said he could hear a bit of 
shouting but thought the boys were 
just having a bit of fun and these 
guys had methodically gone down 
and slashed open the tents to rob 
us and Zoltan's was on the left so 
was one of the first to get that. 

This guy slashes his tent and 
Zoltan looks up and this bush knife 
comes through so he got a fright 
and got a real beating mostly with 
the side of a machete, but he also 
got some serious down-to-the-bone 
type cuts in his arm, ended up with 
a compound fracture and obviously 
some huge bruises on his legs. He 
got the most continuous beating. 

Then they proceeded to rob us. 
They were b~ically after anything, 
the passports were taken but were 
no good to them, nor were the 
credit cards, it was the money they 
were after mainly. 

My tent wasn't actually slashed, 
it was basically ransacked, and 
when he got out I made the mi&-
take of looking up at him because 
the one thing they didn't want us 
to do was look at them. He then 
grabbed one of my hiking poles 
and he threw it like a spear and got 
me there (pointing to his shin) and 
even though it didn't penetrate the 
skin at the back of my calf, there 
was about half an inch stretching 
the skin out the back so it's pretty 
well gone straight through. 

So this hiking pole was hanging 

out of my leg and the whole attack 
went on fo r about 20 minutes to 
half an hour. I was holding on to 
this pole and my leg. 

The sickening part of it was 
they'd stop rummaging through 
the tents and then go back to the 
porters and continue hacking 
into them again. They were slash-
ing them across the legs so they 
couldn't run away. 

It was really horrible, even just 
the sound: it was like somebody 
cho.pping wood ... but it was bone, 
not wood. 

The thing that really struck me 
was that there was no screaming. 
You could just hear moaning. I 
don 't know why, but again I just 
suspect that if they screamed out 
it would only bring more attention 
to them. 

We were all pretty convinced 
these attackers were high on drugs 
and alcohol because two of them in 
particular were just crazed - it was 
their manner, the way they were 
acting. It certainly wasn't normal. 
The one with the shot gun, he was 
perhaps the only one who wasn't, 
because each time they went back 
to the porters this guy was yelling 
out, "Enough! Enough!" But they 
didn't pay any attention to him. 

With the pole through my leg, 
there was no pain. It was just 
numb. It's difficult to say if I 
thought I was feeling like I was 
about to die: I can say I was highly 
anxious, but I can't say I was shit-
ting myself with fear or anything 
like that. It was more numbness, 
like, this is happening and it might 
not end right but I can't say I was 
consciously terrified for my life. 

Yet , at the same time, rationally, I 

knew how it could end. 
You know, I've always been able 

to look after myself OK and when 
I was talking to my wife on the 
phone she assumed I must have 
tried to stop them. And, no, I didn't 
actually, because they were point-
ing a rifle at us and you don't really 
know what's happening, so nobody 
retaliated. 

At some point during that pe-
riod they wanted to know who 
the "boss man" was and Christie, 
who was our tour leader, despite 
people being dead and stuff, she 
stood up and said, "Yes, I'm the 
boss of the group". She told them 
there was money over in a tent 
and they didn't believe her and hit 
her, smacked her with the side of a 
bush knife and put her down. 

So it was pretty much it then. 

ONCE they finished robbing 
everyone, they took off 

down the track where we had 
come from. I could see them, they 
paused on the clearing and then 
eventually took off down the 
track. 

Looking back, it was obviously an 
ambush: they knew we were com-
ing. One way or another they knew 
and whether it was when they were 
collecting the porters on the way 
up or not, I don't know. 

It's small town stuff there and 
people talk so they would've 
known we were coming. Init ially we 
were told there were three escaped 
convicts from Wau involved , one 
of whom was wanted for murder 
and were the major suspects and 
seemed to fit with the numbers I 
saw, but there's stuff coming out 
now suggesting that that may not 
actually be true. 

But after they left everyone 
started to get up and check on 
the porters and start first aid and 
things like that. It was terrible. 
One of the dead guys had all his 
fingers off, a severed arm. Another 
one had been sleeping under the 
tarp and he just obviously sat up 
and was cleaved straight down his 
head so he probably died instantly. 
I've never seen anything like that in 
my life. 

It was horrific. You can watch 
all the movies you like but to see 
something like that is very differ-
ent, with the whole area filled with 
red, sticky blood congealing, open 
gaping wounds, you can see the 
bones and this sort of stuff. 

The thing that really stands out 
in my mind was how this one man 
who was black had turned yellow 
because all the blood had drained 
out of him. He was lying there stiff 
and yellow, and that really struck 
me that he'd changed colour. 

Some of the porters obviously es-
caped and went back to their villag-
es, while two returned. Sadly one of 
the porters brougt)t his son along 
fo r the adventure, I'm not sure how 
old he was but he would have been 
somewhere between 8 and 10. He 
saw everything, he wasn't touched 
but he was in the middle of it all. 
His dad was OK, fortunately. He 
was shocked and shaking, it was 
terrible. 

Rod Clarke, the other Warrandyte 
guy, came over and he was trying 
to help by ripping this pole out 
of my leg but the trouble was this 
part here (pointing to the plastic 
rim section above the spike) was 
inside. He started to pull on it and 
I said, "No, no, just leave it alone 
now." 

Christie came over to me and 
said, "Jeez, I don't know how we're 
going to get you out of here with 
that inside your leg." So she went 
away to attend to the others and I 
thought, well, I'd better pull it out. 
Doing it yourself, at least you can 
control it. 

So I just sort of twisted it and 
pulled it out - it would have been 
a couple of minutes. The worst 
part of it was not knowing whether 
it was going to come out and I had 
to keep exerting extra force. 

Then Christie came over and 
threw a triangular bandage at me 
and I put it on. Rod went and got 
some elastic tape and taped it up. 
And then I got up and went across 
to help with the porters, helping 
with the first aid and grabbing 
sleeping bags for them. 

It was very cold. One of the guys 
I thought was on the way out had 
a tin of meat in his hand and I said, 
"Are you all right, what can I do for 
you?" And he said, "I'm bleeding, 
I need to eat meat." It's obviously 
something they believe helps. He 
said "feed me meat" so I scooped 
it out with my fingers and started 
feeding him. Then I got a water 
bottle and just went around to 
the guys and just tried to help in 
making them feel comfortable and 
settle them down. 

Christie's satellite phone had 
been stolen but she still had a 
mobile and because we were only 
on the fi rst day we climbed up out 
of the valley and there was still 
mobile phone coverage. So she 
managed to call up and get the 
rescue parties started down in Wau 
and then the decision was made 
that those who could walk should 
get out and walk to meet the rescue 
parties to make sure they were pre-
pared with all the right stuff. So we 
went out with what we had, with 
Christie leading. 

So basically it was hard and we 
had to go down the track that these 
attackers went down and we had 
about an hour of fu ll sunlight left 
and half an hour of dusk, so we had 
about one and a half hours before 
it got really dark. We could see the 
footprints (of the attackers) and 
those foo tprints suddenly disap-
peared so they had gone left or 
right off the track. 

It was after dark and then we 
could smell marijuana and at first 

we thought they were on the track 
in front of us and we actually 
worked out it was coming down off 
a hill-top. 

My leg was a bit sore, but the only 
time I really got slow (little laugh) 
was when we met the rescue party 
and they grabbed a couple of the 
local guys to guide us down. 

You read about the Fuzzy Wuzzy 
Angels helping the soldiers lo the 
war and that was exactly what 
it was like, he was holding on to 
me, making sure I didn't stumble 
or slip and showing me exactly 
where to put my feet. At one stage 
I went to slip and he went to stop 
me from falling down and as Mur-
phy's Law would have it his knee 
went right into my sore leg, right 
on top of the wound. That slowed 
me down a bit for a while! 
He felt bad of course, but he did 
a fantastic job. So after about five 
and half hours we finally got to the 
road where there were shitloads of 
people and vehicles and all I can 
really remember was that the locals 
were just so sorry. 

They were really, really upset that 
this had happened, and they kept 
coming up putting their hand on 
your shoulder or your leg saying 
"I'm sorry". They were really upset. 

The Morobe Mining guys met 
us and they had all their emer-
gency response people and we 
were driven to their clinic in their 
compound in Wau that was very 
well equipped. They'd already got 
a doctor ready and we got really 
good service. We stayed at Danielle 
and Tim's place, the same place we 
stayed at in the beginning and flew 
out from Mulobo to Port Moresby 
and flights were rearranged - Qan-
tas were fantastic and gave us food 
and beverages. They were terrific. 

I've gone through the story a lot 
of times already and I think it does 
me good to talk about it, to be hon-
est, but really it's all about the por-
ters now as far as we're concerned. 

The fact is nothing happens over 
there without money. For example, 
their hospital in Lae is called the 
Lae International Hospital which 
is there to treat expats and people 
like that, I guess, and it's a very. 
very expensive exercise and if you 
don't have money you don 't get 
treated. 

So for the porters there'll be 
no follow up with such things as 
physiotherapy. They'll basically be 
stitched up, patched up and sent 
home and at risk of infection and 
so on. 
A couple of the families obviously 
no longer have their breadwinner. 
or husband or father, and not only 
are those families impacted but the 
local economy is impacted. There 
will be a lot of people cancelling 
trips and that sort of thing. ot all 
the guys have decided but some of 
us , for that reason, we'll go back 
and finish the trek to try to raise 
some money for the porters and 
help the local economy. 

I don't know when but that's the 
plan. People really need to un-
derstand this was really a one-off 
event. 

I'm pleased to be home, that's for 
sure. I'm doing all right. I'm actually 
doing far better than I thought. 

We've had some great support. 



A special thanks to our Cliff 
y introduction to Cliff came 

through the unlikely medium 
of a fire-breathing bunyip 
onboard a derelict riverboat. 

I was eight at the time. and 
Cliff's novel The Incredible 

team-Driven Adventures of 
Rwerboat Bill was one of my 
favourite reads, not least be-
cause I'd heard the author was 
a local. (That ense of commu-
nity pride comes early to us 
born-and-bred in Warrandyte.) 

Yet it was not till I was at the 
ripe age (though not mature) 
of 19 that I met Cliff in person. 
Having started a journalism 
course at RM[T, I was look-
ing for some experience on 
a newspaper, and Cliff had 
plenty of experience to offer. 

My first articles concerned 
the most momentous of lo-
cal events . the Warrandyte 
Festival. Cliff and Judy had 
been anointed festival King 
and Queen, for which they 
received the honour of being 
driven through the parade in 
the back of a vintage car - a 
greater privilege even than 
that of riding on the back of 
the fire engine. 

I remember it was a vintage 
car because in my article I 
had described it as a "hot 
rod", to which Cliff gave me 
the first of several frank but 
useful lessons: #1 get your 
facts straight. The Diary news--
room was no place for fiction 
(regardless of the editor's ped-
igree in bunyip lore): if people 
wanted erroneous stories , 
they could read another paper. 

Cliff was a wonderful role 
model for a young journo like 
me: softly-spoken yet sure of 
his convictions, unwavering 
in his support for the com-
munity, and unafraid to pur-
sue unscrupulous property 
developers, local councillors 

Reminiscing: Cliff Green with Val Polley in the Diary office. 
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and other community villains, 
until the story became boring, 
or the risk of a law suit too 
great (whichever came first). 

I developed a par ticular 
admiration for his ability to 
hold the Manningham council 
to account. In one memorable 
incident, the council was 
threatening to scupper plans 
to build a new playground. 
Cliff somehow got wind that a 

council officer had unwittingly 
suggested the "children can 
just play with sticks instead" 
(or words to that effect), a 
quote that earned a promi-
nent posit ion on the Diary 's 
front page. 

This inci dent was memo-
rable to more than just me. 
About two years later I found 
myself trapped on the same 
chairlift as the officer in ques-
tion. She also clearly remem-
bered the incident; albeit far 
less fondly. 

Cli ff was an amazing force 
and source of energy on the 
Diary, and his presence will 
undoubtedly be missed. But 
through his work he has built 
the Diary t o b e a resolute 
voice for the community of 
Warrandyte; one that is not 
only heard, but listened to and 
admired. 

In short, he may be shy, he's 
defin itely reti ring, but thanks 
to the Diary, his presence will 
cont inue to reverberate for 
many years to come. 

Sam Davies 

RINGWOOD . WARRANDYTE 

OSTEOPATHY 
Ringwood and Warrandyte 

Osteopathy have 
been proudly seNicing 

the local community 
f or over ten years 

• back pain 

• neck pain 

• headaches 

• sports injuries 

• injury rehabil itation 

• pain with pregnancy 

• osteopathic treatment for 
children and the elderly 

Warrandyte Osteopathy 
Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte 

Phone 9844 2465 

Dear Cliff, 
Your retirement has come to 

my notice and I feel it would be 
remiss of me if I let this event 
escape without comment. 

From the very start of Lions 
Warrandyte, when early mem-
bers used to attend your home 
to collate the Diary, through 
i ts columns and most recently 
the defense of our right as a 
tenant in the reconstructed 
Community Centre, your help 
and friendship has been great-
ly appreciated. 

I would hope that you will re-
main in Warrandyte and from 
time to time, you and Judy 
may be in a position to accept 
invitations to our functions. 

May you both enjoy a long 
and happy retirement. 

David Dobbs 
President 

Warrandyte lions O ub Inc 

Hi Cliff, 
Looks like you and I both 

have the idea of retiring, al-
though your service to War-
randyte has been much longer 
than mine. What an honour 
and privilege it 's been to work 
for the people of Warrandyte, 
and what an amazing ride. 
Wouldn't have missed it for 
quids . You will be greatly 
missed , but you have the 
satisfaction of knowing that 
your baby will go on in loving 
and safe hands for the benefit 
of the Warrandyte community. 

It's been a pleasure knowing 
you and the crew. A big thank 
you and toast to you all. 

Dear Cliff, 

Robyn Jenes 
Earth Harmony 

Thank you and farewell. 
This is a brief note to thank 

you for all that you've done to 
support the Warrandyte CFA. 

___,' dear diary 
Letters to the Diary on local topics 
are welcome. They may be edited for 
reasons of style, length or legality. 

Over the past couple of years 
our brigade has been involved 
in a number of events -some 
of them happy, some of them 
unfortunate. You , together 
with your team, have helped 
raised the profile of the bri-
gade as well as helped the 
community learn about safety. 

On behalf of the brigade, I'd 
like to wish you a successful 
retirement. 

Dear Cliff, 

Lynda Hamilton 
Warrandyte CFA 

I would like to wish you well 
in your 'retirement' from The 
Diary although I suspect you 
will never quite let it go and I 
look forward to seeing some 
articles from you. 

In about 1996you visited Box 
Hill Tafe to speak to a group of 
'would be' writers who were 
part of the Professional Writ-
ing and Editing Course. I was 
part of that class. I've been a 
keen supporter of The Diary 
over the years and I would like 
to thank you for your ongoing 
dedication and commitment 
and personally for your pub-
lication of my poetry and 
articles over the years. 

I feel extremely lucky to be 
both a writer and a Warran-
dyte resident . 

We have a special and 
unique community and thanks 
to you, a special and unique 
newspaper. 

Best wishes, Cliff. 
Corinne Fenton 

Not happy 
with Ii br ary 
holding fee 
I have just joined the new 
Warrandyte library. 

The library Is obviously 
based on a distributed model 
where resources transfe r 
between the many branches. 
The shelves have a very, very 
limited range but I was told I 
could get books transferred 
from any of their branches 
(same as any other library). 

I was stunned to discover 
that each book reservation 
or hold costs $2.20 per book. 

U I was to use the web based 
interface to request a tran&-
fer or hold on a book I would 
be charged $2.20 per book 
for the transfer ... but wait! 

If I ring the library and ask 
them to do the transfer, it Is 
free - the cost seems only to 
apply to using the Internet. I 
was told that the library had 
to recoup the technology 
costs. 

This begs the question why 
implement a technology that 
imposes a charge that will 
directly impact OD the future 
usability of the facility. 

Ah well, back to Eltham 
or Ringwood where there 
is a zero cost for this ser-
vice and they have a much 
wider range of books on the 
shelves. 

Mary Frost 
Warrandyte 

WARRANWOOD 
GARDENS 

WE SPECIALISE IN: 

Mowing (including ride-on) 

Pruning 
Landscaping & Maintenance 
Garden cleanups 
Large acreage-fire risk 
material-clearance 
Spout cleaning 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT DAVID 
0407 762 561 • 9876 2561 (AH) 

Email: tuckerd.storguord@bigpond.com 
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IGA weathers storm 
other local businesses, ser-
vice providers and produc-
ers, rather than extracted 
by multi-nationals. They 
provide more jobs, local 
investment and support for 
non-profit organisations such 
as schools, sporting clubs 
and charities. 

It is also known to be the 
best way to ensure diversity 
of range and lower pric-
es over the long term, as 
products are based on local 
needs rather than national 
sales plans . By MICHELLE PINI 

COMPETITION in the grocery 
game is fierce with major 
chains Coles and Wool-
worths often locked in price 
wars and, more recently, 
with German entrant Aldi 
entering the field. 

Up for the challenge: Julie Quinton of Quinton's IGA. 

Local businesses contrib-
ute to neighbourhood char-
acter and atmosphere and it 
is more sustainable to shop 
near home as this reduces 
urban sprawl, car use and 
pollution. 

Warrandyte's local Quin-
ton's IGA, although not 
immune to big box national 
advertising campaigns, has 
managed to carve out a 
niche within the village ambi-
ence of Warrandyte. 

Now, new rival American 
giant retail chain Costco 
has emerged as another big 
challenge for the local super-
market, but IGA proprietor 
Julie Quinton tells the Diary 
she is up for the challenge 
and believes the benefits of 
shopping locally generally 
outweigh reasons to shop 
elsewhere. 

The competition is getting 
tougher as one of her staff 
members observed "Costco 
actively campaigning outside 
our store, trying to get peo-
ple to sign up to their club". 

Quinton's has had its 
share of obstacles in recent 
years including the pass-
ing of founder and Julie's 
husband Brian Quinton, 
embezzlement of funds by 
a staff member, and even 
credit card fraud. On top of 
that, recent power outages 
imposed by SP AusNet's 
maintenance works, of which 
there have been five so far, 
have necessitated the hire 
of a generator at a cost of 
$5,500 per day. 

Julie says the arrival of 
Costco on Warrandyte's 
doorstep, which she de-
scribes as "unwelcome", 
does not deter her store 
from "doing what we do 
best". 

"Costco is a very different 
shopping experience to the 
community atmosphere of 
Quinton's IGA," she said. 

Julie, who had no prior 
retail experience, says she 
was "thrown in" to the job 
six years ago after her hus-
band's death. She admits 
there were times when she 
didn't think the local IGA 
would survive. The super-
market endured, however, 
and has thrived under her 
management. 

The store recently under-
went a facelift with an ex-
tended product range includ-
ing more local produce, deli, 
organics and gourmet items 
as well as enhanced layout 
and decor. 

"Warrandyte shoppers 
know what they want so we 
are concentrating on meeting 
their needs with quality and 
service," Julie says. 

The store's refurbishment 
has prompted IGA buying 
group Metcash to consider 
presenting Quinton's IGA as 
a benchmark for other inde-
pendent supermarkets. 

Julie says she is proud 
of the way the store has 
evolved but also acknowl-
edges that the margins are 
tighter and shrinking. 

"Times are tough in retail ," 
Julie says. This view is sup-
ported by ABS statistics that 
show a negligible increase 
despite population growth 
and inflation in recent times. 

So, how does IGA stack up 
when comparing shopping 
receipts? 

"It's difficult to compete 
with the major supermar-
kets , particularly on specials 
but we have found little dif-
ference overall," Julie says. 

She said Quinton's !GA con-
ducts regular price compar-
isons with rival supermar-
kets , Coles and Woolworths. 

"We compare a trolley-load 
of everyday items which are 
not on special such as CSR 
sugar, Twinings teabags or 
Nescafe Coffee and prices 
over a whole trolley load 
vary by $4 to $5 - often in 
our favour and sometimes in 
favour of the chain stores. Of 
course, that does not factor 
in travel costs." 

Apart from convenience, 
current research suggests 
that supporting local busi-
nesses has a cascading effect 
for communities. 

Extra dollars are put into 

Quinton's IGA employs 93 
staff; only 11 don't live in 
the immediate Warrandyte 
area. It has also contributed 
$25,000 in donations to the 
Warrandyte community in 
the last financial year. 

Warrandyte resident Melin-
da Blaser lists that communi-
ty support as a key factor to 
why she shops at Quinton's 
IGA. 

"I shop there because they 
have a great range of organic 
meats and local produce, 
and are always happy to sup-
port the local community," 
Melinda says. 

Shopper Robyn Curry 
reiterates that view: "It's 
convenient, I really like the 
friendly staff and the way 
IGA supports the local com-
munity. Pius it's a very social 
experience - I often drop 
down to grab something and 
run into friends ." 

As a tenant of the Gold-
fields shopping centre, Julie 
plans to continue as long as 
possible and says she would 
like to purchase the building 
one day. 

"I love this community and 
would hate to think that one 
of the chains could come in 
and erode away the char-
acter of Warrandyte," Julie 
says. 

Post Office on the move to site of old library 
By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
WARRANDYfE'S Post Office 
is on the move about 50 me-
tres around the comer and 
will have more than double 
its floor space. 

On the first weekend in 
November, Warrandyte Post 
Office will be moved to 100 

Melbourne Hill Road, where 
the library previously ex-
isted. 

Marg Agius told the Diary 
the move would be better for 
both customers and staff, as 
more space was needed for 
parcel delivery. 

"Nobody will have to dodge 

Clyde's 
Conundrum 
Cliff Green has one. Jock Macneish 
has one and his is longer than Cliff's. 
The pope has one but he doesn't use 
it. Madonna doesn't have one at all. 
What is it? 

Solution next month. 

parcels on the shop floor any-
more because we will have 
better storage facilities," Mrs 
Agius said. 

Changes will mainly affect 
post box owners, who will 
no longer be able to receive 
their mail over-the-counter. 
Instead, the new premises 

will enable key-holding post 
box owners to collect their 
mail from the re-located post 
boxes independently via a 
street front entrance. 

While the move takes place 
over Melbourne Cup week-
end, customers won't have 
access to their post box. 

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS w~•• 
Economical Repairs to: 

TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones, 
Electronic Equipment, Appliances 

Computers: Laptops & Desktops 
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup 
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi 
Broodbond lnstollotion 

Telephones: 
Moves, New Batteries 
Extro Phone Sockets 
ACA Licensed Cobler 

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS 

ny 
Shop a Well-Being Centre 

BIG CLOSING SALE 
All stock and contents must go 
Be early to get best bargains 

246 Yarra Street, warrandyte 
www.earthharmony.,om.au • 9844 5155 

theyarrastore@gmailcom 

SECRETARY 
PART TIME 

10am-12noon Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 

Architects Branch Office 
Warrandyte 

Application/References by 31 October 
bruno@keyinfrastructureaustralia.com 

BEAUTIFUL PORT 
"Shout Yourself to a 
APARTMENT - POOL - R 

P!'ur~fQ,f Oattr~ 
1f11r11ro,f1a rl'U Oolo""" 

2 bedroom fully self 
contained 2 min walk to 
famous 4 mile beach, 

short walk to 
Macrossan Street shops 

and world class restaurants. 

CONTACT OWNER OIRECnY: 
0409 359 240 

By Appointment 
0414 516 231 

two birds 
t and a barrow 

GARDENING 

W>lllt COMA.ET£ IUIU>ING ANO D£SIGN SERVICE 

MASTEltltADltb 

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119 
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au 

www.truewood.com.au 
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Discover 
Village School 

lndependent Primary 

Discover why Village School is an exceptional choice 
for your child 's education. 
For a regular tour or to arrange a 
private tour please call 9726 4766 

NEXT TOURS 
iJuesday 15\0ctober 112 November lndept"ndtnt Primal') School 

JOIN 
IN 

THE 

FUN 
The Warrandyte Toy Library has a large variety of quality 

toys for babies, toddlers and pre-school children : 
• balance bikes • puzzles • costumes 

• party pack for special occasions PLUS lots more! 

Warrandyte Community Bank11 Branch 

Warrandyte Community Bank® 2014 

AppJiOations are invited from eligible students in 
the local district attending university for the first 
time in 2014. 
Please speak to our friendly branch staff for 
further information. 

----~Ora'll.,,_1ttn t5a,,.. ........ nt ..:llOIMC cAC'n,~~ChlrilSlkt"-ld,t,M U 102 e.9 9UTN .....,c.nt,e, 
..... :l560. ,eJN.Q IJ.93737_"21 f)0/ 08/201.ll 
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Yarra protection plan continues 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
MEMBER for Warrandyte Ryan Smith 
has welcomed news that the Planning 
Minister has implemented Stage 2 of 
the Victorian Coalition Government's 
commitment to protect Melbourne's 
iconic rivers. 

For the first time in Its history, 
the Yarra River from Camberwell to 
Warrandyte will be comprehensive-
ly reviewed and planning controls 
strengthened. 

"The Yarra is at the heart of the 
Warrandyte community, and these 
protections will benefit the whole 
community," said Mr Smith. 

Planning Minister Matthew Guy 
said local planning controls along 

the Yarra River between Burke Road, 
Ivanhoe and Warrandyte would be 
introduced in partnership with lo-
cal councils to ensure development 
does not adversely impact upon the 
Yarra River. 

"We are pleased that Minister Guy 
acknowledges the importance of 
protecting the Yarra from encroach-
Ing development and is extending 
tighter planning controls to the 
section of river between Burke Road 
and Warrandyte," Yarra River Keeper 
Ian Penrose said. 

But Mr Penrose stressed that until 
the Planning DepartmeQt's current 
Middle Yarra Study is completed 
and details of any tighter controls 

are released "it is not possible to 
say whether they will be adequate". 

The Yarn Rive~ Keeper's Associa-
tion advocates for the Yarra and its 
environs to be a continuous corridor 
of public green space and unbroken 
wildlife habitat. 

"We are concerned that modest 
changes to the controls would still 
permit developers to exploit the lu-
crative views of the river by erecting 
taller and more intrusive buildings," 
Mr Penrose said. "The reduction 
in water quality from pollution 
is reversible, but when the river 
banks are buried under concrete 
the change is effectively permanent. 

"To genuinely protect what re-

mains of the Yarra's green environs 
the planning system should ensure 
that any new building on a prop-
erty within sight of the river is no 
bigger or closer to the water than 
what is currently on the site. To 
do otherwise is to condone the 
ongoing destruction of our precious 
river-scape." 

Mr Smith said: "The Coalition Gov-
ernment introduced the toughest en-
vironmental reforms in Victoria's his-
tory to protect Melbourne's two key 
inland waterways and this is another 
step towards securing Melbourne's 
rivers for future generations. The 
Yarra is the greatest natural asset of 
Melbourne's eastern suburbs." 

Warrandyte Community Centre Open Day 
By MICHELLE PINI 
THE new-look Warrandyte Com-
munity Centre has opened for 
business to a warm reception and 
everyone is invited to an official 
Open Day on Saturday, October 19. 

From 11am to 3pm there will be 
children's activities, arts and crafts, 
information displays, food stalls, 
guided tours, and entertainment 
provided by local talent including 
the Teskey Brothers. 

The community has embraced 
the revamped facility, particularly 
the library which experienced an 
amazing flow of traffic and 1968 
loans in its first week. 

The $2.6 million overhaul in-
cludes the library as well as updat-
ed offices for the Lions Op Shop, 
Neighbourhood House, Information 
Warrandyte and the Diary. There 
are also newly created community 
function and meeting rooms. 

Manningham Council officially 
opened the centre with a cocktail 
event last month. 

"It's an outstanding result," Man-
ningham mayor Jennifer Yang said. 
"Like the residents, I watched with 
interest how the development 
changed in form and waited pa-
tiently for it to open, and I can 
honestly say it was worth the wait." 

State MP Ryan Smith congratu-
lated all those involved as well as 
Manningham Council's inclusive 
approach in "having so much 
community input into the design". 

"Warrandyte people have very 
high expectations of new struc-
tures in their community," Mr 
Smith said, acknowledging the 
architects for meeting community 
expectations and achieving an 
outcome that was in keeping with 
the surrounds. 

Addressing former Diary editor 
Cliff Green, who had been instru-
mental in supporting the develop-
ment, Mr Smith said: "Cliff, I think 
you'll be glad you're not the only 
one who is rapt to have a new li-
brary in Warrandyte that you were 
so keen on." 

"It's a fantastic outcome. I look 
forward to us getting together and 
continuing to develop the fellow-
ship we have here in Warrandyte." 

Ms Yang described the commu-
nity centre as having been very 
important over the past 22 years 
and referred to the completed 
project as "the spiritual heart of 
the community". 

WCC Open Day, Saturday, October 
19 from l lam-3pm. For more infor-
mation visit www.manningham. 
vie.gov.au. 

'1¥ASOFF1Qi1UyOPENlf..t)a'I-
ME1'~™E-f"DA.o:t~y.w:; -"'£~Ell'r-'H5W?l-l .. lrilUiaOl ~ .... .. 
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Manningham council mayor Jennifer Yang and state MP Ryan Smith at the official opening of the revamped 
Warrandyte Community Centre (top) and guests at the event. Pictures: Stephen Reynolds. 

Mr Guy said the Coalition Govern-
ment was committed to preserving 
the environmental. cultural and 
recreational values of both the Yarra 
and Maribyrnong Rivers. 

"We will continue to work with local 
councils and Melbourne Water to 
deliver consistent planning controls 
to protect both rivers," Mr Guy said . 

The Victorian Coalition Govern-
ment has committed S 1 billion worth 
of works over four years across the 
state's waterways to improve the 
health of the Yarra River and Port 
Phillip Bay through the A Cleaner 
Yarra River and Port Phillip Bay 
plan, as well as funds to clean up the 
Maribyrnong River. 

Historic 
building 
sold 
By MICHELLE PINI 
WARRANDYTE'S old wine hall 
and the freehold property which 
houses retail store folkart has 
been sold. The landmark building 
has had only two owners in its 
123-year history. 

New owners Hazel and Robert 
Celotti plan to renovate and live 
in the historic property. 

Hazel, who spent her teenage 
years in Warrandyte, told the Dia-
ry she was very excited about the 
move. 

=. "My 1B0ther was a teacher at 
Anderson's CTeek Primary School 
and we loved living in Warran-
dyte. I've always wanted to come 
back here to live," Hazel said. 

When Hazel and husband Rob-
ert, a builder, decided to down-
size their Panton Hill property 
they were "instantly drawn" to 
the iconic Yarra Street building. 

"I just love the location and the 
views and Robert wanted a new 
project. I have faith that he will do 
the building justice,'" she said. 

The property is listed with Her-
itage Victoria and is subject to en-
vironmental and heritage m ·ertays 
which apply to both the structure 
and the landscape setting. The 
new owners have already applied 
for the necessary permits with 
Heritage Victoria as well as Man-
ningham Council and are consult-
ing with a heritage advisor for res-
toration advice. They have been 
in contact "ith the Warrandvte 
Historical Society to track down 
photographs of the original look 
and paint colours. 

"Although it will need signif-
icant modernising, especially 
re-stumping and plumbing, we 
want to preserve the character of 
the building," Hazel said. 

The couple also hopes to retain 
the building's long-established re-
tail tenant folkart. 

"folkart is a part of Warrand)1e 
- it's been there forever and I told 
my husband that I will have my 
favourite dress shop at my door-
step," Hazel said. 

folkart proprietor Pamela Hip-
well confirmed she plans to stay 
on. 

"I feel so involved with both 
the business and building and it's 
such a wonderful outcome. I look 
forward to enjoying the building 
with the new owners and seeing it 
blossom," Pamela said. 

Federal election - how it all panned out 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
THE federal election was a close race 
in the safe Labor seat Jagajaga, with 
a nine per cent swing against ALP 
candidate Jenny Macklin. 

Macklin managed to retain her seat 
despite the swing against her in first 
preference votes. The seat of Jagaja-
ga incorporates Warrandyte North, 
Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham 
and surrounding areas. Liberal can-

didate Nick McGowan won 41.94 
per cent of first preference votes as 
opposed to Ms Macklin 's 38 per cent. 

But Macklin was able to claw her 
way back to re-election with 53.12 
per cent of the two candidate pre-
ferred vote, as compared with 46.88 
per cent for Mr McGowan. Macklin 
worked for state and federal minis-
ters before entering federal parlia-
ment in 1996. She served as Labor 

deputy leader through three changes 
of Labor leadership between 2001 
and 2006 and has served as fami-
lies and indigenous affairs minister 
under Kevin Rudd and Julia Gillard. 

Since the election, Macklin has 
come up in support of Anthony Alba-
nese to be the leader of the federal 
parliamentary Labor Party. 

"Australians need Labor govern-
ments to deliver big reforms and look 

out for fhe most vulnerable people 
in our society. Anthony is the right 
person to get us there.", he said. 

In Menzies, voters in Warrandyte, 
Warrandyte South. Park Orchards 
and Wonga Park re-elected Liberal 
member Kevin Andrew . 

Andrews won 52,290, or 58 per cent 
of the first preference votes. a 5.33 
per cent swing towards him. 

In two candidate preferred votes. 

Andrews won 64.44 per cent against 
ALP candidate Manoj Jumar witr 
35.56 per cent ol the vote. Andrews 
was first elected in the di,;sion of 
Menzies in 1991. He has now been 
named minister for ocial services. 
under prime minister-elect Tonv 

bbott"s cabinet . · 
This plact.> mo t of the control f 

the not-for-profit sector into minister 
Andrews· portfolio. 
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In eGreenroom 

Licensed Roof Plumbers 

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks 
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks 
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation 

9844 3619 - 0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Yoga, Meditation 
& Creative Dane~ i 

R"-yottr ,tras. lf11/H'OW your 
wrl1 bdnt, (.olm yo,,r lllind. I 
In.,._ '"""""JHlio,s.. ! 

a.- ,roilobk for uult1 . 
Oll4 dliUrn 

I 
Wendy Bradtke 

& Gabt1elle Botwdl I 
Ovtclan 

5a Wet £nd Rd, Wamnd)'U! l:=~1.coJ 

bradley curtis 
:1; i i\t;J 

.&. Domestic 

.&. Commercial 

.&. Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

He's cut and polished one of Warrandyte's 
most precious assets for just over four 
decades. CHERIE MOSELEN looks back with 
screenwriter and recently retired Diary editor 
Cliff Green on his illustrious career. 

TO accompany this story, I 
went looking for photos of 
the Warrondyte Diary founder. 
Hoping to find pictures from 

the "back when the Diary first start-
ed" days of the seventies. 

I tried the obvious places - the 
office, historical society, Diary ph<r 
tographer Stephen Reynolds. The 
meagre results shouldn't have sur-
prised me. 

As I have come to learn, the Diary's 
modest front man is happier behind 
the scenes. 

One photo turned up , which I 
shared with a family member who 
posed this curious question: Cliff 
Green or 1930s bank robber Baby 
Face Nelson? 

I jumped on the internet and sure 
enough ... the same good crop of hair, 
the youthful , boyish face . I could 
have used a photo of the notorious 
gangster and most wouldn' t be the 
wiser! 

Both men "made headlines" too, 
(although only one inspired a series 
of wanted posters.) 

Thankfully, the other man started a 
newspaper. He started small. 

Some 40 years later his contribu-
tion to the local community as an 
editor, and to the wider community 
as an Australian screenwriter, has 
been anything but. 

Already creating little sketches 
from the age of 10, Cliff Green knew 
he wanted to be a writer. However, 
he originally trained as a compos-
itor, earning a Diploma of Printing 
at RMIT. 

He didn't enter the publishing trade 
after all - "too many highly qualified 
graphic designers about" - but went 
instead into primary teaching. 

A bush romantic, Cliff longed for a 
rural posting. He soon got one, mov-
ing to a small town in the Mallee with 
wife Judy. He recalls those 10 years in 
the country as some of the happiest 
of their lives. The change also set the 
stage for his headway into writing. 

"It was the 1950s and I was teaching 
at a tiny school in Rainbow - less 
than 10 kids. I wrote an end of year 
play, Christmas at Boggy Creek," Cliff 

said, "and showed it to a writer 
friend , David Martin, who suggested 
it was good enough for the ABC. 

"I thought he meant radio - we 
didn't have 1V out there. So I adapt-
ed it and sent it off." 

A letter came back that it was 
unsuitable for radio, too visual, and 
would he like to adapt it for televi-
sion instead. 

With the help of the BBC's How to 
Write for Television, (or "how NOT 
to write for television" as Cliff fondly 
remembers it) he adapted his script 
and the ABC produced it as a secular 
Christmas story. 

The fact that it was at least 40 min-
utes long also qualified him to join 
the newly minted (six-month old) 
Australian Writers Guild. 

Many years later, the soon to be 'ex' 
primary school teacher would be-
come a vice- president and life mem-
ber of the organisation, receiving the 
Richard Lane Award for 'service and 
dedication to the Guild' in 1990. 

In 1969, the Greens (now a young 
family) transferred to Warrandyte, 
ostensibly for Cliff to take up a teach-
ing position. 

However, he had been pinpointed 
earlier by the Education Department 
and ABC collaboration "Schools 
Broadcasting" as a teacher with 
writing experience. Cliff created 13 
20-minute dramas and social studies 
documentaries for their production 
team. It would bring him a step closer 
to becoming a full-time writer. 

"One of the producers, Jonathon 
Dawson, had gone across to Craw-
ford Productions in Melbourne. He 
called me one day and said they 
were looking for writers. He wanted 
to send me out an audition kit," Cliff 
said. 

"I had to write a few scenes and an 
episode of Homicide. It must have 
gone alright because soon after 
Hector Crawford hired me as a staff 
writer." 

Cliff began contributing episodes to 
police dramas Homicide and Matlock. 
He describes his three years with 
Crawford as "the best way to learn 
the trade" and respectfully refers to 

GPkJ~ 
Spec ia lising in : "IQ 

• New sewer c o nnectio n s 
• Drainag e - Sew er & Storm Water 

• W ater Tanks • Ro o fing & Guttering 
• Gas Fitting • Hot W at e r S ystems 

Free Q u otes - Lie No 3334 1 
Call Mick 

0417 752 952 
DIARY MINI ADS DIARY ONLINE www.warrandytediary.com.au 

CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings, 
namings and renewals. All areas. 
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726. 
www.bruceshand.com.au 

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189 . 
MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
Weddings, namings and funerals. 
Personalised service. Suzie Gordon 
0457 084 467. 
CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely, in style and comfort. 
Airport transfers, Parties, Weddings. 
City and Suburb to Suburb. Up to 
6 passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 566 801 . 
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE RlngTerry0408411 IM3 
or leave a message on 9722 2582 

DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified 
structural, civil and geotechnical 
draftsman, 32 yrs. (Autocad 25yrs). 
Ring Ian 0401050191. 
MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024. 
HOUSE PAINTING Call your local 
painter for friendly and efficient 
service. No job too small. Seniors 
discount available. Phone Clint's 
Progressive Painting Service 9844 
4989 or 0424 731 830. 
FOR SALE Mower/Slasher 
DeutscherXE560, 2-speed self pro-
pelled, ideal for small or large blocks, 
powerful Honda 190cc engine, 12 
mths old, still under warranty, as 
r,f!N/ condition. Bagalrl half price 
$134988441125or04107258118. 

• We come to you at home or office 
• Logbook a.nd genera.I servicing 
• Mecba.nl.cal repe.1rs 
• Safety !nspectlons 
• Qua.J.1fted. mecba.nl.c wtth over 16 yea.rs experience 
• Fully Insured a.nd all work gu&ra.nteed. 
• Mobile EFI'POS &Va.1l&ble 

DeaDJIWot& 
0434849809 www.dgauto.oom.au 
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the influential radio and TV producer as the 
"father of Australian television drama". 

"You worked with everyone there, the 
camera crew, the production team. If needed, 
you rewrote on the spot. We were doing three 
cop shows a week, 48 weeks of the year, and 
every six weeks one of your episodes went 
to air," he said. 

Given the six-week turnaround, Cliff began 
working a lot from home. 

It gave him the flexibility to respond to an 
appeal by the Warrandyte Community Youth 
Club for a newsletter. He decided to expand 
the format and in 1970 Warrandyte Diary was 
born. 

"I don't know how I managed both jobs, 
but teaching helped provide me with the 
necessary discipline. I edited the first four 
Diary issues on my own and then experienced 
journalist Peter Lovett helped out," he said. 

(Age columnist Bob Millington would also 
step in to help, managing the paper for seven 
years.) However, in 1974 when Cliff and Herald 
journalist Lee Tindale joined forces, the little 
paper struck gold. 

"We were great colleagues. Lee was manag-
ing editor and co-editor at times, and sports 
editor right up until 2006 when he sadly 
passed away," Cliff said. 

"He was our Page 2 columnist and a marvel-
lous sports writer. He would work and re-work 
each story until it shone like a polished gem." 

The Diary is financed solely through adver-
tising. Paid only as recently as the last few 
years, Cliff managed the paper alongside his 
scriptwriting work. 

Some might be surprised to learn the extent 
of his reputation within the Australian film 
and television industry. 

After going freelance at the end of 1971, 
Cliff wrote for such distinguished TV series 
as Rush, Power Without Glory and / Can Jump 
Puddles. 

In 1975, he agreed to help out overcommit-
ted playwright David Williamson who had 
been signed to write the screenplay of Picnic 
at Hanging Rock but couldn't do it. 

His haunting adaptation of Joan Lindsay's 
novel went on to make cinematic history, 
anchoring the drama in the harbour of pop-
ularity as one of Australia's top 10 movies 
of all time. 

The landmark Australian film earned Cliff 
Green an Australian Writers' Guild Award for 
Best Screenplay and a Best Writer nomina-
tion, US Science Fiction Film Awards, bringing 
him international recognition. 

In the film and television world where 
only one in 10 projects ever get made, Cliff's 
screenwriting star blazed like a supernova. 

His credits include TV drama series such as 
Homicide, Matlock, Rush, Against The Wind, A 
Country Practice, The Flying Doctors, Mission: 
Impossible, Embassy, Stingers, Something In 

The Ai,; Blue Heelers and Marshall law, among 
others. 

He created two well-known TV mini-series: 
Marion and The Petrov Affair. 

And adapted for television the work of Aus-
tralian authors such as Henry Lawson, Alan 
Marshall, Frank Hardy and Norman Lindsay. 

Later work includes the original screenplay 
for the prize-winning children's TV film Boy 
Soldiers, and award-winning episodes of the 
highly successful ABC-TV series Phoenix and 
Janus. 

In 1995 he created the critically acclaimed 
ABC-TV series Mercury. 

A literary all rounder, his stage play Cop Out! 
was first presented by the Melbourne Theatre 
Company, and was the Western Australian 
Theatre Company's contribution to the Festi-
val of Perth. He also published three children's 
books in his Riverboat Bill series, a novel Break 
Of Day, and a collection of short stories. 

During his recollections, Cliff salutes others 
who shared his writer's journey. 

"I left Crawfords after a blue I had with Hec-
tor. He wanted me to take up a training role, 
but I'd left teaching to write, so I said 'no', and 
essentially sacked myself." 

"Still, Hector remained a great supporter 
over the years. He'd ring me up whenever I 
had something on the ABC. 'Good stuff fellow! 
Keep it up' he would say." 

HE warmly recalls a meeting with media 
personality David Frost Qicensee of the 
English network, London Weekend) to 

discuss the making of Power Without Glory. 
"I had suggested the book to the ABC, who 

started negotiations with Frank Hardy for the 
rights. David Frost was coming here to make 
Frost Over Australia. He didn't know anything 
about Australia. So he bought a paperback at 
the airport because it had a map of Australia 
on it! That book was Power Without Glory. By 
the time he'd finished it, he was asking for the 
rights," Cliff said. 

"So now two outfits wanted it. But Frank 
was clever, rather than creating a conflict he 
suggested a co-production. 

"ABC writer Howard Griffiths and I met David 
Frost at a pub somewhere in Melbourne. He 
was terrific. 'Just send me the drafts , other-
wise it's your project' . 

"Howard and I brought on more writers and 
it ended up with the best rating the ABC had 
ever had for drama, possibly for anything up 
to that point." 

Not once in ou! three-hour interview does 
Cliff mention the awards he has received. I cite 
some of them here, not least because they re-
flect the tremendous variety within his work. 

His TV quartet Marion and the plays End of 
Summer and Bum the Butterflies won a total of 
17 industry awards. 

He received the Australian Writers Guild 
major AWGIE for Marion in 197 4 ( eight AWGIE's 

throughout his career). A Best Writer nomina-
tion followed at the 1978 Science Fiction Film 
Awards in Hollywood, and AF! nominations in 
1992 and 1995. 

Boy Soldiers won the Liv Ullman Peace Prize 
at the 1990 Chicago International Festival 
of Children's Films and was a finalist in the 
International Emmy Awards in 1991 (the 
first Australian drama to receive an Emmy 
nomination.) 

And his Janus episode 'Fit To Plead' won a 
1995 Australian Human Rights Award. 

Clearly, Cliff Green is a fine writer. However, 
donning the cap of a newspaper editor re-
quires something more. 

Meeting his editorial responsibilities sin-
cerely (but not always submissively!) Cliff 
has mapped the Diary into a landscape that 
reflects Warrandyte 's strong community 
character. 

Of course, he didn't do it alone. Numerous 
volunteer editors, writers, photographers , 
artists and advertising managers helped him. 

He also had a North Star. Cliff credits wife 
Judy as being the Diary's moral compass. 

"Judy does more than manage 'out of the 
inbox'. Sometimes I'd get a bit excited about 
a story and she would caution me against 
publishing it!" he said. 

CONSEQUENTLY, Diary readers have 
witnessed the celebration of their town 
through an editorship underpinned by 

solid community principles. It has enabled 
the independent paper to embrace a leader-
ship role. 

"Protector of Warrandyte's Village Identity?" 
Cliff is far too modest to assume this tag 

on the paper's behalf. But as someone who 
appreciates Warrandyte's unique flavour and 
the solidarity of its community in trying to 
preserve it, I believe the Diary wears it well. 

He does acknowledge the paper is "a part of 
Warrandyte". The attachment is stronger than 
that. In fact , many locals think of the Diary a 
bit like the next-<loor neighbour who you can 
invite over for a cuppa. One of Cliff's subtle 
strengths as managing editor has been to 
foster this sense of accessibility, binding the 
paper to the community. 

For a small-town, largely voluntary effort, 
the Diary is peerless in its sophistication. 
Typically, Cliff plays down its many accolades, 
but says he is particularly proud of a Fire 
Awareness award bestowed by Radio ABC 
Gippsland during a bad bushfire year. 

He is also proud of the Diary's role in nurtur-
ing journalist cadets: Clinton Grybas, Georgi 
Stickels and Sam Davies, among others. 

In 200 I, shortly before retiring from screen-
writing, Cliff Green received a Centenary 
Medal 'for service to the community'. 

He accepted an OAM in 2009 for "service to 
the Australian film and television industry as 
a screenwriter and educator". (The 'educator' 
component refers to teaching screenwriting 
for institutions like the Victorian College of 
the Arts and RMIT University.) 

And did I mention he was a founding member 
of the board of Film Victoria and founding 
vice-president of the Melbourne Writers The-
atre? He must have spent 50 years fuelled up 
on coffee. 

Today, aged 79, the talented (and remarkably 
still baby faced!) writer says he is not busy. 
Although with four children, 11 grandchildren, 
and his incredible work ethic, I'm not sure I 
believe him. 

He may have signed off but that doesn't 
mean he won't be having the last word in a 
Diary column now and again. With 467 editions 
in his rear view mirror Cliff knows a lot of good 
stuff about Warrandyte. 

Meanwhile, he says he looks forward to 
spending time in the town's new library. It 
would be fitting after 40 years of lobbying 
for the facility, if he has his own comfortable 
chair there! 

In last month 's edition Cliff thanked the 
community, particularly those people who 
have worked for and supported the Diary over 
many years. He also acknowledged the Diary's 
generations of loyal readers. 

As a Diary contributor, I offer thanks to Cliff 
Green for giving local writers a voice in their 
community. Not to mention the occasion to 
hone their craft in a newspaper of the highest 
standard. 

And on a personal note, I thank him for 
teaching me the economy of "not using seven 
words when three will do". 

We'll miss you. 
• A community thank you to Cliff Green 

will be held in recognition of his contri-
bution to the community and involvement 
with the Warrondyte Diary on Sunday o-
vember 10, from 12pm to 3pm. The venue 
Is Warrandyte Neighbourhood House at the 
Community Centre. 

Behind every 
great man ... 
By MICHELLE PINI 
JUDY Green is a softly spoken woman who is well 
known for her many community activities. She is also 
the wife of former Diary editor Cliff Green. 

A qualified laboratory technologist, she has fol-
lowed Cliff to the end of the rainbow - literally - to 
the small town of Rainbow in the Mallee district 
before moving to Torrumbarry near Echuca . The 
couple then settled in Warrandyte where they have 
remained . 

In their 54 years together, Judy has supported and 
assisted Cliff not only as a devoted wife, but also as 
a secretary, researcher and "sounding boarde while 
also running a home and raising four children along 
the way. Together they have 11 grandchildren. 

Soon after they were married, Cliff took a job as a 
primary teacher in a one-teacher school in Rainbow. 
Judy, who grew up in Sandringham , describes living 
in the bush in 1959 as "quite tough". 

"We didn 't have electricity, only a small generator, 
and I did feel isolated ," Judy says upon reflection . 

But the couple did get a taste of country life where 
the locals were supportive. 

There was no work for a laboratory technologist 
so Judy worked "odd jobs", including cleaning the 
primary school and although not a qualified teacher 
she even taught maths and science at Rainbow High 
School which was short on teachers . 

When Cliff took a job as a scriptwriter with Crawford 
Productions in Melbourne in 1969, Judy says they 
chose to live in Warrandyte because it was " lovely 
and green and away from the city". 

She also believes their time spent in the country 
had instilled a sense of community and they both be-
came immersed in Warrandyte life. Although she was 
too busy to return to her work as a laboratory technol-
ogist, she says she only missed it occasionally over 
the years. 

"Funnily enough, it was whenever I saw someone 
in a lab coat on TV," Judy says. 

Cliff, whose career is well chronicled (left), contrib-
uted much to the Warrandyte community as well as 
being involved with various writing organisations. 

"Judy put up with all of it, " Cliff says . "She was my 
sounding board and a great backstop to me all the 
time. If Judy raised doubts about anything , I'd usually 
say, 'I'm not changing that'. But once I went away 
and thought about what she'd said, I always would ." 

Judy also " loved to be involved" especially with the 
tennis club where she was junior convenor for several 
years . She now volunteers at the Warrandyte His-
torical Society, Warrandyte Community Garden and 
Friends of Warrandyte State Park. She continues to 
play tennis and regularly minds her grandchildren . 

Although Judy insists she is not a writer, she co-
wrote Rallies by the River: a History of Warrandyte 
Tennis Club together with Keith Wilson , which is 
archived in the National Library of Australia . She has 
also contributed to the Diary compiling the informa-
tive and popular 'Out of the inbox section. 

Though Cliff spent some time away from editing the 
Diary at stages, he was always heavily involved. 

" It was his hobby and the Diary, as well as all 
the organisations and people around it, were very 
much part of our daily life - especially in the past 10 
years," Judy says, something which resulted in a few 
broken sleeps according to her husband. 

" I would keep Judy up at night," Cliff explains. 
"When Diary deadlines loomed, I would wake her 
at 3am to sound out ideas. I liked to tell people that 
I earned my living for 40 years as a fiction writer to 
which Judy would say, 'Stop saying that - people will 
think you make everything up' . She was really a cross 
between a censor and a conscience. " 

Judy has very fond memories of the Diary but ad-
mits it encroached on their social life. 

"We could never plan to do anything at the end 
of the month and everything revolved around dead-
lines," Judy says. 

She also acknowledges that it was a huge time 
commitment that equalled "one enra script a year~. 

Happy they brought their kids up in Warrandyte. two 
of whom also settled here, Judy says she never felt 
isolated in Warrandyte and believes that although 
there have been changes: "It has retained its rural 
quality and community. There is just something bout 
Warrandyte - Warrandyte changes people rather than 
the other way around." 

Judy says the Diary was always Cliff's passion but 
in recent years, it was harder to produce each month. 
Relerring to Cliff's retirement as Diary editor as 
"bittersweet", Judy says "it 901 too much but we will 
both miss it". She adds Cliff ts confident in handing 
the reigns to Scott Podmore "who will rejuvenate it 
while keeping the community focus" . 

"Cliff will just be walking down to the office earlier 
each month to get a copy now," she adds. 
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RESTAURANT OPEN 
Lunch Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

Dinner Friday and Saturday 
A la carte dining, Group bookings 

Private functions and Special event dinners 

WEDDINGS 
Inspections welcome by appointment 

CELLAR DOOR OPEN 7 DAYS 
Monday to Saturday 10arn-5prn 

Sunday 1 larn-Sprn 

PRACTICALLY 
GREEN FESTIVAL 
Eco building and lifestyle • FREE family event 

Sunday 20 October • 1 OAM-4.30PM 
~~endale Community Environment Farm, Gastons Road,_Eltham 

PLAHYOUR LIVE MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 
SUSTAINABLE HOME ·------------·--- ----------------- -------- --------
• Sustainable • Tit• Quollt • Mudbrldc llulld1119 

'"' 119111d • Nutly Folded Goat • 81kt n' Blend 
llfestytalXlll • Matt Walker and pedal powered 

• Spud Datta Thi Lost Ragas smoothies 
Ststailll ·uty •Je11Clohtr • Fil Ill - meta~ wood 
Ex,ert •CollardGl'IIIIS and leather repairs 
l0m1nutt and demos 
appomtments andGmy 

• Plus lots of 
mila e 10.JOam- c1tll&lren'1 
l2noon and ICIIYltlts 
l pm-3pm. Bookings 
requ red 

WIN A GIANT ECO-HAMPER FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY! 
FuU program at www.nlUumblk.vlqov.au/PGFtstlval or 9433 3316 

NILLUMBIK 

Warrandyte 
Consulting Rooms 

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 
98443766 - 98441943 

~-
warrandyte 
Consulting 

Rooms f I C4IMeJ?"X """"'· 

a +-"' '194\1 ....... .,..,..,.,,. _,. 0 
-=r1 

New doctors 
now taking new patients 

Dr Damneet Sekhon 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon 
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients 

OPEN 
Monday to Friday - 9am to 5.30/6pm 

Saturday - 9am to 12pm 

DO YOU NEED A 
RELIABLE 
PLUMBER 
We arrive on time, 

EVERY TIME! 
REASONS TO CALL US 

Fast and friendly service 
24/7 emergency service 
Local, licensed and Insured plumbers 
100% guarantee on work 
Easily book or enquire onllne 

Blocked drains 
Leaking pfpes 
Hot water services 
Taps and toilets 
Gas fitting 
Spllt system air conditioners 
All general plumbing 
Sewer connections 

We treat your home as If It were our own 
Family owned business with over 
17 years experience 
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• ommun1 
to 

Cliff reen 
Sunday 10 Nov 12noon • 3pm 

Formalities at 1 pm 
Neighbourhood House Hall 

Warrandyte Community Centre 
Wine can be purchased 

Sausage sizzle provided 

Donations welcome 

EVERYONE 
IS INVITED 

Let us know if 
you can come along 

Ph98440555 
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WARRANDYfE schools were in full 
swing with theatrical flair last month 
as Warrandyte Primary School and 
Andersons Creek Primary School 
joined Warrandyte High in perform-
ing their popular productions for 
family, friends and interested tbre-
atre-goers. 

Warrandyte Primary students pre-
sented Our Old School Yard, a song-
an~ance celebration of the school's 
15~year anniversary. The audience 
was taken on an entertaining musi-
cal journey through time, from the 
school's founding in 1863 up to the 
current day, as seen through the eyes 
of the students and the Warrandyte 
community. 

This original school production in-
cluded class items from every grade, 
was narrated and led by the talented 
graduating Year 6 students, and fea-
tured the school's State School Spec-
tacular dancers, the junior and senior 
choirs, and a tribute to 30 wonderful 
years of their unique Bush Band. 

The performance celebrated War-
randyte Primary's fascinating history, 

ts, C eras 

and particularly how song and dance 
have always been part of the life-
blood of the Warrandyte community. 

MEANWHILE, over on the Ander-
son's Creek Primary stage, the school 
production kicked off with an un-

expected dance by the teachers in 
a cleverly choreographed number 
to the Michael Jackson hit, Bad. 
The staff secretly rehearsed in their 
lunchtimes with choreographer, Mi-
chele Gander, and surprised the stu-
dents and parents with their playful 
performance. 

The Preps were up next with a 
masrical mini musical, Jungle Drums, 
while an adaption of the Lion King 
by the Grade ls and 2s was full of 
energy, vibrant dances and fantastic 
costumes. 

The Grade 3s and 4s performed 
a witty and humerous adaption of 
Roald Dahl's Revolting Rhyme Musi-
cal, Cinderella. Most impressive was 
their spectacular Onale dance, The 
Jam Man , with almost 100 students 
on stage. The main event was the 
Grade 5 and 6 musical performance 
of Ye Ha. A fantastic western comedy 
that showcased a talented cast of ac-
tors and dancers, there was no short-
age of talent as almost I 00 children 
entertained the audience with a feast 
of song and dance and a comical plot. 

••• 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat 

action! 

Over55s 
prepare for 
global fun 
The Warrandyte Senior Citizens 
Club is welcoming bookings for 
its upcoming shows, which will 
bring together music and songs 
from more than 20 counbies. 

The Club is celebrating 51 
years of its music branch with a 
concert and cabaret, to be held 
over two nights in ovember at 
the Warrandyte Senior Citizens 
Club Hall. 

The performances will show-
case a variety of singing. danc-
ing, instrumental and comedy 
acts. 

The first concert will be held 
on Saturday November 16 at 
I pm, with afternoon tea provid-
ed after the performance (S 14 
donation). 

On Friday November 22 at 
7.15pm a cabaret containing 
several additional items will be 
presented with tea and coffee 
supplied - BYO everything else 
along with a $10 donation. 

All ages are welcome. For book 
ings phone Allan on 9877 1077. 

Warrandyte Youth Theatre Company comes of age 
By JEREMY LOFTUS-HILLS 
THE Real Inspector Hound was per-
formed over a short season last 
month by Lawrence Phelan's brain-
child, the Warrandyte Youth Theatre 
Company. Tom Stoppard 's 1968 
play opens with portraits of theatre 
critics Moon (Joe Italiano) and 
Birdboot (Dylan Houston). ltaliano's 
Moon is a nervy twat with a serious 
inferiority complex, given to lengthy 
self-validating raves . Houston plays 
a confident deceiver, who uses his 
reviews as keys to the bedrooms of 
selected leading ladies. The critics 
sit on high , stage left. Their ver-
bose, gossip-laced , pre-performance 
discussion quietens as critics and 
audience alike are drawn into a play 
within a play. 

Enter Mrs Drudge (Tegan Wright), 
housekeeper at Muldoon Manor. As 
she dusts, her melodic tones become 
the narration. While Tegan does not 
quite pull off the requisite cockney 
accent, her sing-song delivery some-
how suits the farcical nature of what 
is to come. Her monologue is mixed 
with intermittent police radio warn-
ings, and wolf howls from the foggy 
marsh beyond. In this Christie-esque 
lair, Mrs D sets up the classic ele-
ments of a whodunnlt house of cards. 

Simon (Lawrence Phelan) plays a 
handsome stranger who wanders 
from the garden in through the 
French windows, self consciously 
stroking his long tie. He projects a 
menacing air. Bouncing after him his 
latest conquest, Felicity (Ruby Mox-
ey-Fithall), tennis racquet in hand, 
chasing a tennis ball onto the stage. 
Raw, lithe and vulnerable in her crisp 
white tennis frock, she calls a belated 
'Out'. With the help of Stoppard's 
economic, punchy dialogue, Ruby 
quickly establishes this stereotypical 
character. We know her well - she's 
the one dimensional, emotionally 
driven, Indulged daughter of the 
late(?) Lord Albert. 

The critics have almost finished 
their review now, they're putting 
their notepads away but wait , there's 
more than a few surprises in store. 

Georgia Topp plays Lady Cynthia 
- the matriarch, the grieving widow, 
the jilted lover. Amongst a cast bul>-
bling with youthful enthusiasm and 
playful energy, Georgia lords it over 
the lot of them. While her delivery 
is a little forced at times, she never-
theless projects a range of emotion 
and physicality that could mature 
into a powerful acting capacity with 
practice. 

Next we meet Major Magnus (Jar-
rod Black), the eccentric half brother 
to the (supposedly) deceased Lord 
Albert. He is wheelchair bound, 
but through the use of a number of 
clown-like devices, manages to take 
the comic lead In a play loaded with 

wit and nonsense. Upon his fan-fared 
entry. Magnus bowls Simon over as 
he hurtles into the drawing room 
- "How long have you been a pedes-
trian?" he blubbers. "Since I started 
walking," replies Simon. And so on ... 

It now comes to our attention that 
there has been a dead body on stage 
all this time. It's the appearance of 
Inspector Hound (Patrick Kelly) that 
helps bring the murder to light, but 
in no other way does the inspector 
progress the plot. Meanwhile, Moon 
and Birdboot revisit their assump-
tions - perhaps this play is not going 
to develop as they thought it would. 
They take more notes, discuss plot 
and character, until at length they 
become characters in the play they 
have been observing. 

Stoppard not only questions the 
motives and capacities of theatre 

reviewers , but also builds a play 
that, from this point on, is virtually 
review proof. It defies convention 
by repeatedly breaking down the 
' invis ible line' between audience 
and actor and killing off established 
characters , then replacing thf'm with 
clones . So intent is he on satirising 
the accepted plot structures of the 
perioct that he builds an exaggerated 
number of twists into the ending, 
making it extremely difficult to pre-
cis. This is to take nothing away from 
the fine performances that build to 
the climax, notably that of ltaliano's 
Moon. Moon virtually melts before 
our eyes as the plot confounds even 
him. And then he is shot. 

Hats off to David Tynan and Lou 
Phelan who corralled this s izeable 
cast into a productive troupe. ieta 
Manser, local primary school teach-

er, produced the show. The actors 
clearly survived rehearsals with the 
enjoyment of their characters and 
respect for Stoppard's script focused 
and strong. 

It is ironic that what in its day was 
such groundbreaking theatre is here 
juxtaposed against a traditional. 
highly finished backdrop, complete 
with French doors and painted 
garden. It looked great - well done 
Denise Farran, Bill Connolly and 
Ken Virtue. 

Along with contemporaries Bob 
Dylan, Allen Ginsberg. even our own 
John Romeril. Stoppard's has been a 
persistent voice for individual free-
dom and social justice into the 21" 
Century. It was Stoppard amongst 
others who fomented the revolution 
in theatre, that in turn energised 
local repertory around ~elboume. 
in the 1960s and 70s - influencing 
the activities and direction of the 
Warrandyte Theatre Company. It is 
fi tting, then, that the newly formed 
Warrandyte Youth Theatre Company 
should come of age through a perfor-
mance of a Tom Stoppard play. 

Find out more about the Warrarr 
dyte Youth Theatre Company on 
Facebook. 
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LIVE LOCAL, SHOP LOCAL, SUPPORT LOCAL 

Quinton's Monthly Meat Room Specials 
Premium 

Beef Mince 

Specials end 31st October 2013* 

Budget Rump Chicken Thigh Chicken Breast Chicken Breast 
(Bulk) / Fillets Fillets Fillets 

(Skin Off} (Skin on} (Skin off) 

$6.99KG $7.99KG $7.99KG $6.99KG $7.99KG 
• Raincheru are not available on Monthly Butcher's Specials. Quinton's Supa IGA reserves the right to change specials and pricing without notice .. 
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THE GRAND WARRANDYTE 

GREAT FOOD 
& GOOD TIMES 

WHERE GOOD QUALITY FOOD IS 

OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE 

Our passionate chefs have come 
up with a great range of dining 

options to suit everyone. 
Accompanied by a great 

wine list at sensible prices. 

w GRA D NEWS - OCTOBER 2013 

THE GRAND 
RAISING GLASSES SINCE 1895 

PRIVATE & CORPORATE 
FUNCTIONS 

3 X FUNCTION ROOMS 

TO SUIT ALL YOUR OCCASIONS 

ow taking bookings for Xmas 
and End of Year functions. 

We are flexible with options and 
will work with you to make your 
next function a memorable one. 

BOTTLE SHOP 
SELECTIONS 

FABULOUS RANGE OF LOCAL 

& INTERNATIONAL WINES 

All at very competitive prices 
available at the drive through 

Bottle Shop. Stock up the fridge 
and cellar with some fantastic 

drops ready for the festive season. 

CHILDREN'S 
PLAYROOM 

KIDS PLAYROOM TO CATER 

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

The Grand is a community pub 
and we understand the need to 

cater for families of all izes. 
Our new Playroom will keep 

the kid busy. 

[G' BOOK NOW FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS & END OF YEAR FUNCTIONS 1'9J 

ll0 YARRA ST, WARRANDYTE T (03) 9844 3202 I FO@GRA!'/DHOTELWARRA. DYTE.CO. I. WWW.GRA, ·ouOTELW RRA "DYTE.CO\f 

Billanook College 
Tour & Crescendo Exhibition 

Saturday 9 November 
10.15am for a 10.30am start 

Tours of the College and Exhibition are led by students 
and staff, concluding with a morning tea. 

RSVP Essential. Tel: 9724 4237 
or Email: registrar@billanook.vic.edu.au 

197 Cardigan Road Mooroolbark 
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You're in safe hands 
PAUL J. GILLING 

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezi se Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566 

Daniel Patience Podiatry 
Goldfield's Medical Clinic 

For an appointment please ring 9874 7740 leaving a 
voicemail if necessary and your call will be returned promptly. 

Email: danielpatience7@gmail.com 

WARRANDYTE 
EXTENSIONS 

Renovations • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Phone A ndrew on 9844 0068 or 0411114 012 

for Loca l Guolity Workmanship with Over 30 Yeors Trode Experience. 

www.warrandyteextensions.com.au 
Registered Building Proct,o~er H 1 A Member - DBU 22829 

sir excavations 
EXCAVATOR - BOBCAT - TIPPER 

All types of Excavations, Driveways, Swimming Pools, Rock placement 
4.5 lonne Excavator. Hammer. Auger 

Rock grab, I Om3 Tipper. 

LOCAL, HO. EST and RELIABLE 

0417 006 769 or 9844 0482 
seanramak@;'yaboo.com.au 

DIARY ONLINE www.wammdytediary.com.au 

KD's Garden 
& Ha o ks 

lawn mowing 
weeding 

mulch 
tall grass slashed 

pruning 
dean ups 

small landscapes 
general household maintenance 

guttering 

Phone mary 0421 967 933 
or kosta 0434 994 729 

TOM KERKHOF 
TrlrVISION 
Servicing the area for 40 years 

jO"/lte ft 
Televisions, Stereo Systems 
DVDs. VCRs, Microwaves 

Digital Set Top Box Systems 
Installed, etc. 

Phone 9844 3970 
Mobile 0408 175 274 
21 !MrJ1~II /:. ,, '//Mrlnd :te 

No matter how much you read 
into it, golf is a whacker's game 
IF OR years I've under-

stood that golf was "a 
good walk spoiled". 
Recently I 've been 
playing a bit and I 

think the quote should read 
"a good walk frustratingly 
spoiled". 

Inherently, there's nothing 
difficult about the concept 
of the game. You take a bent 
stick and use it to whack a 
small ball along a patch of 
ground until you hit it into a 
nominated rabbit burrow. In 
case you have missed some-
thing illuminatingly Zen on the 
first hole, you try a few more 
paddocks to see if peace and 
enlightenment follow. To make 
life a bit more interesting, 
you count how many whacks 
it takes you to get around a 
few paddocks and the player 
who manages not to lose the 
ball and actually completes 
the stipulated number of 
paddocks , using the least 
whacks, gets to buy the other 
whackers a drink at the local. 

No doubt, when the pastime 
was invented and played by 
the locals , the 'game' would 
have been accompanied by a 
few "Och ays!" a lot of spirits 
drinking and some occasional 
breaks in the proceedings to 
attend to the Highland cattle 
and sheep. In the way of all 
good ideas, however, a good 
concept is never worth leav-
ing alone and the marketing 
men got involved and made 
' improvements'. A game that 
doesn't make money is, by 
definition, a bad game so the 
decision was made to 'value 
add'. The most lucrative start-
ing point was with the bent 

"After each 
game I would go 
home, infuriat-
ed, with a high 
BP and a fright-
enlng cleglae of 
self-loathing ... " 

sticks. So, instead of just one, 
good sturdy branch that could 
be used for all shots, not to 
mention killing the occasional 
adder, the 'men' decided to 
introduce ' improved' sticks, 
each slightly different and 
decidedly 'better' . 

After the money making 
potential was realised, the 
advertising men got in on the 
act and insisted that the sticks 
be high tech and numbered 
with each having a descrip-
tion about how and when it 
should be used. Naturally, the 
more expensive the new stick 
was, the better would become 
the whacker's game. This in-
creasing expense meant that 
only the lairds could afford 
the many 'crafted' sticks re-

quired so, as was their right, 
they commandeered the no-
ble game whilst the peasants 
had to go back to swearing, 
getting drunk and to 'tending' 
their sheep. 

Soon it became obvious that 
the sheep, cattle and drunken 
peasants on the paddocks 
were game impediments, so 
the lairds decided to hive off 
parts of their estates, get rid 
of the animals, including the 
serfs, and develop a really 
'nice' club where the newest 
equipment could be shown 
off. And to make sure outsid-
ers would remain outsiders, 
they did what all privileged 
classes do, they invented so 
many rules, arcane rituals , 
terminology and fashion that 
only wealthy PLU (people like 
us) could become involved. 
Memberships and armed 
guards on the gates reinforced 
the impression that the game 
was far too esoteric for the 
average yobbo. 

Well this remained like this 
for generations until the mar-
keting men took time off from 
rearranging their sock draw-
ers and decided it was time to 
make some more easy money. 
It was worth more than their 
expensive and exclusive mem-
bership at their private golf 
club for them to suggest open-
ing up those clubs so there 
was only one other solution; 
'public' golf courses. Which is 
where I come in. And at a very 
late stage of my life! 

The first time I tried golf, 
I hired some clubs and was 
completely intimidated by 
the equipment for sale and 
the 'stuff' many players had. I 

did a lot of swinging, missing 
and picking up the ball and 
walking out of sight of anyone 
else on the course. Eventually 
I reached the stage where I 
could joke my way around 
nine holes, without scoring. 

As I got a little better but still 
frustrated, I was convinced by 
my mates that I would never 
improve until I had some 
'decent' clubs . I got some 
and obviously they weren't 
decent enough because my 
stroke making didn't seem to 
get much better. Then I got 
the buggy but that only made 
storing and transporting my 
golf equipment even more 
difficult . I was now spend-
ing money like a laird but I 
still didn't have the correct 
clothing, patter or golf impedi-
menta to ensure a good game. 
After each game I would go 
home, infuriated, with a high 
BP and a frightening degree 
of self-loathing. And why? 
The game is supposed to be 
relaxing and fun! 

Then I did some reading. 
And presto! The solution. 

Evidently there are three 
fail-proof golfing rules that will 
ensure success. 

One: When teeing off, the 
golf ball's tradename or num-
ber should face up. 

Two: All numbered balls 
over four are really bad luck, 
and 

Three: It's bad luck to use 
the word 'socket' on a course. 

So that's why, I badly sliced 
a drive the other day and 
heard myself yell "Socket!" Or 
something sounding like that. 

ROQIA KIBELL 

Everyone in · Warrandyte 
reads the Diary 
For local advertising that works call Brlony on ~844 0555 



Dawson's burrowing bees 
11ature ~) 

By LINDA ROGAN 

OMETHING was 
moving on the sandy 
track ahead. Peter 
stopped the 4WD ex-
claiming, "It's THEM!" 

Excitement was mixed with 
disbelief as we jumped from 
the car and walked amongst 
hundreds, maybe thousands, 
of low flying insects filling the 
air ahead. These Christmas 
Beetle-sized insects were 
male native bees, stingless 
and therefore harmless to 
humans . They had only 
just emerged, since we had 
checked this track the day 
before. I had read everything 
I could to find about these 
bees. They are related to our 
Blue Banded Bees but much 
larger. Now was my chance 
to experience the adult part 
of their amazing life cycle at 
close quarters. 

I knew that the males al-
ways emerge first and the 
track was peppered with 
their burrows. The golden 
brown males, searching for 
soon-to-emerge females , were 
excitedly checking each hole, 
often stopping to peer inside 
or sometimes entering briefly 
before backing out again. 

We watched on that first 
day and glimpsed a furry 
white-faced female, peeking 
nervously out while a single 
male fanned his wings fran-
tically, perhaps in greeting. 
Typically, as soon as she 
emerged, she was mobbed by 
several males, each fighting 
the others for access to the 
female. When only one male 
prevailed, the female ran to 
the nearby cover with the 
male on her back. He nearly 
obscured her so it looked like 
one huge bee running. 

Once the couple were 
amongst the sticks at road-
side, few males seemed to 
notice them and mating pro-

Extraordinary: Dawson's ~urrowing Bees of WA. Males lurk as white-furred female emerges. 
ceeded. legs over all of her body, look- turrets to help keep dirt out. 

Two sorts of males are found ing like cleaning. 1 wondered These turrets can reach a few 
and at first it appeared that whether she was actually centimetres high but none 
the large males would be changing her scent so that she we observed were more than 
the only ones able to have would no longer be harassed 1cm. This may have been 
a chance to mate, but a few by the males. Females seen because it was still early in 
hours of watching revealed out feeding from the flowers the nesting cycle but I won-
a strategy used by the small of the rough bluebell were dered whether traffic on the 
males . They didn't appear ignored by males feeding on road would disrupt this turret 
to engage in the fighting but the same shr,ub . Later we building. 
were always hanging close noticed females engaged in Having driven over 5000km 
behind the brawling mob. digging out their burrows in to reach locations where the 
Every so often, a female would preparation for the series of bees were known to occur 
slip away from the fighting brood cells she would build and finding that recent rains 
ball of bees unnoticed by the and provision with a mix of had delayed their emergence, 
combatants and she would pollen and nectar. I rejoiced when they finally 
scurry toward cover. These females didn't appear emerged near Carnarvon, 

This was the small male's to be noticed by the males WA. We extended our stay 
opportunity as females usu- that were still mming around there by three days. I was 
ally only mate once. At times, in large, if slightly reduced, somewhat chagrined when , 
males were killed in the fight- numbers. on our return, I heard that 
ing and sometimes even a This colony, on a well-used travelling friends observed 
female was beheaded by ac- fishing track, has persisted the bees, totally by chance, 
cident. since at least 1998 and likely while camping at the Kennedy 

On one occasion that we long before. When we last Ranges. 
observed, after a mating, the visited the site, about four Thanks to Joan Broadberry 
female attached herself by days after the emergence, a for providing fascinating and 
her jaws to a twig and began a few females were busily ren- pertinent articles in August 
careful process of rubbing her ovating holes and building and September. 

Sniffing out a train of thought 
IHIAPPILY we are, 

generally speak-
ing, reasonably 
germ-resistant at 
our place. Despite 

daily doses of germ stew 
(courtesy of overcrowded 
and overheated railway car-
riages) winter's ailments usu-
ally pass us by. I put it down 
to healthy food and being able 
to indulge in refreshing sleep 
with the window wide open, 
allowing our lungs to absorb 
plenty of Warrandyte's brac-
ing air. 

Maybe we've gradually in-
oculated ourselves by regu-
lar exposure to the hacking 
coughs and explosive sneezes 
of fellow passengers. Incon-
siderate, ignorant, selfish or 
just plain got their priorities 
wrong- whoever invented the 
phrase "soldiering on" ought 
to be taken out and shot -
maybe these filthy beggars 
are actually doing us a favour. 
Even so, I squirm in Irritation 
when one of the phlegm-in-
fested blighters comes and 
sits next to me on the train, 
emitting deep juicy sepul-
chrous barks reminiscent of 
the tuberculosis ward In one 

:« 
CFA 

of the more grisly 19th Centu-
ry sanatoriums. Ugghhh! 

I guess it's no real surprise 
that our run of good luck has 
ended and we have finally suc-
cumbed to some Ou-type lurgi. 
So much for being germ-re-
sistant! 

This last week has dragged 
by almost unbearably. I am 
not a good patient. 1 am not 
patient full stop. I hate not 
being able to sleep properly, 
I hate not being able to jump 
out of bed and get on with 
stuff. It took me a couple of 
days to cave in completely, 
but then there's nothing one 
can do except wait for the 
antibodies to take charge. 

To cap it all off, I'm covered 
in spots. Cripes. Can you be al-
lergic to a virus? I had a mem-
orable dose of measles when 
I was four or five, so it can't 
be that. It's not a great look. 

Impatience exacerbates the 
agony. It's not as though you 
can enjoy all the extra time 
in bed. Everything hurts . 
Your hands hurt, the pillow 
feels like it's stuffed with 
bricks, your legs ache, your 
back muscles are crying out, 
there's no way to get com-

our place _.;) 
By MARILYN MOORE 

fortable, sweating one minute 
and shivering the next , your 
nose runs, your sinuses ache, 
your teeth ache, your throat 
is almost too sore to swallow, 
there's a splitting pain in your 
head that tears at the back of 
your eyeballs, making your 
eyes smart even when they're 
shut. If you stand up, your 
knees wobble, you feel crook 
and you have to lie down again 
rather quickly. If takes at least 
three hours to sleep off the 
exertion of making a cup of 
tea. Days and nights become 
blurred as the passing of time 
loses all its normal landmarks. 
Bright light hurts your eyes, so 
it's easiest 1·ust to keep them 
shut. Mea s become even 
more ramshackle than usual, 
mostly consisting of random, 
stumbling little sorties to the 
refrigerator to see if there's 
anything cool and gentle in 
there that can be swallowed 
easily with little or no prepa-
ration. Paracetamol and cups 

of tea gradually become the 
staple diet. The outside world 
fades to a distant memo-
ry. Unrelenting pain cleaves 
ceaselessly at your exhausted 
brain. Dying starts to look like 
an agreeable option. 

Gosh, when people take a 
couple of days off work with 
"the Ou", are they really this 
sick? 

Very Manly Hopkins (aka 
John Clarke), one of Austra-
lia's most underrated poets, 
hits the nail on the head, even 
though I think he's describing 
a hangover: " ... Oh Lord I'm 
not well : a vision brindled 
bottles ... Light a blast of 
whiteness headache nature's 
fury strobing ... Inside noise 
leaping brainwards jangle 
jostle! / Man adjacent eating 
toast with amplifier up nostril 
/ Woman knits jazz-needled 
piercing jagged deafening / 
Scream of braking shatters 
system winces standing / Up 
when blindness striking tragic 
arms outstretching / Sit when 
sight regained and egress 
tunnelwise effected / Glory be 
to God for bottled things. Use 
as directed." 

Amen to that! 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement Service 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARllANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 

Need help? 
Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business 

Experienced Technicians 0 MY COMPUTER HELP 

We come to you 
Phone 1300 264 552 

Call Nick 
0419 355 905 

Extensions, Renovations, 
Decks, Pergolas 

and Maintenance 

S:'I HIA Member for 
~ • .,, over 20 years 

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V..sc.J 
&Associates 

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & 
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte 

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071 
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8--4 SUNDAY 10-12 

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS 

Contact 
jocquelme BeU (<ul?41Atf£nA. r ~.;Tt Res<:1 -
0..ntaJ Pro1.t~1~t 

Experience The Difference 

• Natural Looking Dentures • laminated Mouthguards 
• Relines and Repairs • On The Spot Health Claims 

painting & 
decorating 

Andrew John 
Managing Director 

p: 0412 765 210 
e: andrewjohn75@0ptusnet.com.au 

w: fourwallspainting.com.au 
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993 

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote 
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Riverside Gowns 
New & Custom Made 

Professional Design & Dressmaking 
Clothing Alterations 
Ph 0419 158144or 98441905 

grant mcgregor 
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424 
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com 

Marcus 
Clifton 

Arti.1try in Iron 

Functional products with 
artistic qualities - hand 

rails , screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine 

0418 357 282 
NEIL CARTER 

04ll 139 420 
Fax: 9844 3706 
20 years experience 
in the area 

Painter 
Decorator 
SH OP I N WARRANDYTE 

WARRANDYTE 
•• GLASS•• 

All types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

WARRANDYTE 
WARDROBES 

Specialising in inbuilt 
wardrobes and carpentry 

More than 20 years 
experience 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
PHONE ARTHUR ON 

0412 55 05 85 

SHAPES 
BOBCAT & 
EXCAVATOR 

PHONE 9844 2117 
0410 402 046 

LORN E 
Holiday in a 2BR fu lly 

self-contained modern villa 
in the heart of Lorne. 

50m from the beach, shops 
and restaurants. Sleeps 6. 

Contact owner on 
9844 5363 

tarth:,eop;e 
' I 

Garden & Property Maintenance 
Small Renovations 
General Handyman 

Concreting, Paving & 
Landscaping 

BILL CONNOLLY 
9879 9843 

0449 904 060 
eorthpeople@bigpond.com 

DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS 

Entertainment on the river 
A live walking performance 
along the banks of the Yarra 
in Warrandyte featuring local 
artists, writers , musicians , 
physical performers, dancers 
and sculptures. A free event 
on Sunday, Octo ber 27 at 
6.45pm. Meet at the info rma-
tion map and bus stop next 
to the Stonehouse Gallery, 
I 03 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. 

Festival 
The Practically Green Festival 
will be held at Edendale Com-
munity Farm in Eltham on 
Sunday October 20. The fes-
tival includes 30 sustainable 
building and living exhibitors, 
demonstrations and activi-
ties. There will be live music 
and fun for the kids . Take 
along your plans , sketches 
and ideas for advice on new 
and existing homes. This ad-
vice is free, but a booking is 
required on: www.nillumbik. 
vic.gov.au/PGFestival. 

Pet expo 
Sunday October 27 , 10am-
4pm, Mangrook Oval, Dia-
mond Creek. A free event for 
famiies and their pets. Event 
dog obedience displays, pet 
competitions, animal nursery, 
snake handling and a chance 
to meet rangers and vets to 
have all your pet questions 
answered. 

Poetry 
You are invited to an after-
noon of bush poetry - Law-
son and Paterson - on pic-
turesque Herring Island on 
Sunday October 20, 2pm-5pm. 
Tickets $25. For more infor-
mation contact Ian Penrose, 
Riverkeeper on 0409 510 766. 

Walks 
Friends of Warrandyte State 
Parks meet for a walk on 
Thursday, October 24 at 
9.30am at the Common Cir-
cuit, a watershed between 
Jumping Creek and Parsons 
Gully catchment with views 
towa rds Mt St Leonard , a 
distance of three kilometers. 
Bookings: 9840 9124. 

Gig 
At the Grand - Indigo Paw -
Friday November 15. 

RSL 
The Scrimshaw Four, great 
bluegrass/jazz band. Sunday 
October 27 from 4.30-Spm. 
Sausage sizzle. Band donation 
appreciated. Enquiries: 9844 
3567 (daily after 4pm). 

Sizzling up some super sausages 
NORTH Warrandyte CFA fired up the 
barbecue on a perfect day for a snag with 
sauce last month with the weather "not 
too cold for the workers and not too bot 
for eaters of these finely sizzled sausages 
and onions" according to the enthusiastic 
team who manned the bot plates. 

CFA Auxiliary's third fundraising sizzle, 
you can catch the next one on December 
14 at the front of Quinton's IGA. The NWC 
FA is also hosting a Family Movie Night on 
October 19, $5 per person or $20 per fam-
ily, at the North Warrandyte Community 
Centre in Research Rd. 

It was all for a good cause, of course, and 
for those who missed North Warrandyte 

A barbecue kicks off at 5pm and the 
movie is on at 7pm. 

,i 

out of the inb~, 
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI 

Publicise your coming events. 
Items for Out of the lnbox are 
welcome. Include full details 
of date, place and time and 
post to: Warrandyte Diary, 
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic 
3113 or emailed to: briony@ 
warrandytediary.com.au. 

Entertainment 
The 55 Plus variety group con-
certs being held on Saturday 
November 16 at 1pm. $14 
donation. Friday November 22 
at 7.15pm. $10 donation.Light 
refreshments provided. 
BOOKJNGS: Call Allan on 9877 
1077. 

Musical 
The Eltham Glee Club pres-
ents its first musical pro-
duction uThe Lost Boys" on 
Saturday, October 12 at the 
Eltham Performing Arts Cen-
tre. A musical feas t full of pi-
rates , fairies and sword fights . 
Adults $10, under 18 years, $5. 
For more information contact: 
9433 3345. Bookings: www. 
trybooking.com. 

Markets 
Stallholders are invited to the 
first two markets to be held at 
Tuns tall Square, Doncaster 
East on Sunday November 10 
and Andersons Creek Primary 
School on Sunday November 
24. Ga rage sale stores in-
cluding antique/vintage, and 
handcraft items, also plants , 
herbs and organic vegetables. 
Fo r fur th er enqu iries call : 
9876 35 52 or em a i info@ 
greensundaymarkets.com.au. 

Bazaar 
Warrandyte 's St Stephen's 
Anglican Church is having a 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 
November 23, 9am-2pm. Free 
games fo r kids , morning teas 
and BBQ. Trash and treasure, 
books, cakes , jams, plants, 

JOIN USON 

facebook. 
The Warrandyte Diary 
is now on Facebook. 

Like us at 
facebook.com/ 
warrandytediary 

crafts, children's clothes and 
toys. 

Tell us 
The Diary is your newspa-
per and we' re always ready 
to publish details of your 
forthc o ming events . Give 
us all the facts and simply 
drop it through the door in 
the Diary office, post it to PO 
Box 209, Warrandyte 3113 or 
email info@warrandytediary. 
com.au. 

Exhibition 

THE SHARP END... By ROBERT BLACK 

The Continuing Streams exhi-
bition will be opened by art 
his torian Andrew MacKenzie 
on October 9, from 6pm-8pm 
at the Manningham Art Gal-
Ier y. The exhibi tion co m-
prises the work of 17 artists, 
many from Warrandyte, and 
will run until 9 November. It 
brings together a selection of 
glasswork, jewellery, painting, 
drawing, ceramics , textiles 
and gold gilding work. Join 
the exhibiting artists on a tour 
of the studios of Warrandyte, 
Saturday 12 and Saturday 26 
October, 1 pm-5pm. Bookings 
essential, phone 9840 9367. 

Stonehouse 
Stonehouse Gallery October 
exhibition "On the Wall" fea-
tures watercolour, oil , acrylic , 
linocu t , textile and pen & 
ink s ketc hin g, will be fea-
tured techniques. Also, two 
well known artists , Cherry 
Manders and photographer 
Sue Trevillian will have dis-
plays . Jenny John 's works 
have been influenced by her 
trip to France, while Michelle 
Mischkulnig will feature more 
of her colourful textile wall 
art. Open daily at 103 Yarra 
Street, Warrandyte, 9844 3629. 

Arts 
The Artyfacts column is 
designed to carry news of 
exhibitions and other arts 
events happening in Warran-
dyte and surrounding areas. 
Send all your details-free of 
charge-to Briony Bottarelll; 
email: brlony@warrandytedi-
ary.com.au. 



KNOW YOUR LOCAL 

Chris &Alex 
Warrandyte Pharmacy 9844 2029 
Chris (pictured) & Alex have been pharmacists in 
Warrandyte since 1989. They focus on maternal 
health care, beauty therapy, naturopathy, pharmacy 
supplies, nutrition and vitamins, Kodak express 

Craig 
Warrandyte Retreat 9844 0325 
Craig (pictured right) loves being part of the 
community of Warrandyte. He has been at The 
Retreat for the past two years while The Retreat has 
been operating for 9 years. The cuisine is described 
as modern Australian and it is a family friendly 
restaurant offering something for everyone. Craig 
would like to invite you to enjoy the newly renovated 
deck for some summer alfresco dining. The Retreat is 
open 6 days a week from 10am weekdays until late 
(excluding Mondays) and 9am till late on weekends. 

Josie 
Rivadonna 9844 1 040 
Josie aims to create a serene and peaceful shopping 
environment with personal customer service. Rivadonna 
is a retail shop filled with interesting giftware including 
vases, himalayan salt lamps, essential oils, candleholders, 
incense, inspirational plaques and words, costume jewellery, 
handbags and scarves. Come and see the new stock arriving 
all the time with great prices. Josie finds that people are 
beautiful and she provides a relaxed shopping experience 

(on site photos) and pharmacist advice. Chris loves 
the community feel of Warrandyte, and loves the 
drive into town every day. Customers are generally 
relaxed and good natured and like to support local 
businesses. Chris has observed that within this tight 
knit community, locals will move house within but 
rarely move away. Combined with the Rex Medical 
Clinic next door - all health and medical needs are 
well catered for in the Goldfields Plaza. 

• • • • 
for the repeat customers and the locals who frequent her 
store. She says this is her home away from home! Rivadonna 
has been located at Yarra Street, for the last 10 years. Josie 
enjoyed working at the business so much, that four years 
ago she became the owner. Josie's favourite quote: Nlet 
no-one come to you and leave without feeling better and 
happier". 

WARRAND YTE 
eat • shop • explore • enjoy 

ii/a 
THAI RESTAURANT 

188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
(opposite the Bakery) 

Phone 9844 5778 

Vanilla Orchid offers great 
food in a friendly and relaxing 
environment. 
New desserts recently added 
to menu, including pandan 
creme brutee served with 
mangosteen icecream and 
Thai-style coffee parfait with 
spiced chocolate satay dust. 

OPEN 
Tuesday to Saturday, 5.30pm to 1 Opm 
Sunday, 11 am to 1 Opm 
Dine In and Takeaway 
lJcenNd and BYO (wine only) 

www.vanillaorchid.com.au 
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Farewell to a big-hearted man 
By THOM COOKES 

ARRA DYTE is cer-
tainly a magical place 
to live, but it' not 
just because of the 
physical beauty ... 

if al o the collection of fascinating, 
big-hearted people who've chosen 
to make it their home. adly, one of 
those people is no longer with us. 
Tony Cookes fought a brave battle 
with pancreatic cancer, but finally 
succumbed on Friday, September 13. 

Tony had a complicated upbring-
ing. Born in 1938 in England, his 
family left a turbulent Europe for 
outh Africa, and he was hallway 

across the ocean to Capetown when 
war broke out in September 1939. He 
spent most of the war years living on 
a sugarcane plantation in Durban, 
then in 1944 sailed on to India af-
ter his parents divorced, going to 
school in Calcutta and holidaying in 
the mountains at Darjeeling. In the 
time-honoured (and now incompre-
hensible) tradition of the British Raj , 
he was packed off to boarding school 
in England at the age of eight, while 
his mother and step-lather lived 
in Rawalpindi (now Pakistan). His 
strained relationship with his own 
parents is something that shaped an 
enormous value for the family and 
friends he later established himself. 

Alter school , he became an aero-
nautical engineering apprentice at 
Bristol Aircraft Company, gained 
a degree in maths and computing, 
and worked on BAC's first computer 
(which was only the third ever built 
in the UK). He was part of the design 
team for the Concorde, and worked 
on the very first aircraft simulators 
ever built, as well as the Bloodhound 
surface to air missile. 

It's hard to appreciate now, but in 

the mid-sixties the shadow of war 
still hung over the UK (my mother 
Wendy, Tony's wile, remembers 
bombed-out buildings and craters 
from 20 years after the end of the 
war). In 1965, newly married, Tony 
and Wendy emigrated to Australia, 
a place overflowing with sunshine 
and opportunity. Tony landed on his 
feet, designing and building the first 
analog computer to be produced in 
Australia, and in 1971 accepted a job 

with Hewlett Packard in Melbourne. 
He had the enormous foresight 
to move his family to Warrandyte 
shortly after, something we are all 
eternally grateful for. 

Tony lived in several close and 
extraordinary communities in his 
life, and gave back as much as he 
received to help to make them spe-
cial places, but I think his heart was 
always in Warrandyte. 

Once my brother and I settled at 

Wonderful wall hanging is 
an Oscar-winning event! 

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI 

IL IKE a good novel picked up 
off the shelf by a producer, 
mulled over for a decade 
or two and then made into 
a wonderful film, so it has 

been with the Wall Hanging in the 
Neighbourhood House. 

The producer was Jean Chapman, 
but many years later it was a con-
versation between Jan Tindale and 
Karen Throssell that finally got it 
off and running. Enter co-producer, 
Karen Throssell. A screenwriter 
was now needed or, in this case, a 
graphic designer. 

Who could have been more ap-
propriate for the job than Jock Mc-
neish? Although the script changed 
a little, he was very happy with 
the outcome. Then there were the 
actors to find. The crafty ladies of 
Warrandyte put up their hands in 

droves and wove with silks and sat-
ins, cottons and cords, wool, beads 
and feathers , to put together an 
Oscar-winning spectacle! 

Directing the event was the ev- . 
er-contributing artiste Denise Far-
ran and her co-director Agnes Stuy-
fbergen (main picture), who made 
sure everything came together at 
the end. Financial backing for the 
production came from Manning-
ham council. 

The unveiling was overseen by 
Warrandyte's new star, Emma Ed-
monds (left, with Jock Macneish), 
manager of Warrandyte Neighbour-
hood House. And, as with all good 
productions, things didn't always 
go quite to plan. However, the end 
result made all involved, happy and 
justifiably proud. 

Unfortunately, Jean Chapman 
was unable to attend the event and 
Karen Throssell was in France to 
oversee another important pro-
duction: the arrival of her second 
grandchild! 

But special thanks go out to these 
two ladies for following through 
with a lovely idea that will become 
part of Warrandyte's strong com-
munity history. 

The wall hanging is on display at 
Neighbourhood House at the War-
randyte Community Centre. 

school (Warrandyte Primary still 
had a horse paddock and hitching 
rail then) , Tony quickly threw him-
self into things; at the Youth Club, 
he convinced an Olympic archer 
who worked for him to come and 
give lessons, and organised hay-bail 
rides through town on the back of 
his beloved Fergie tractor. Together 
with Wendy he was heavily involved 
in the Warrandyte Diary, looking after 
the advertising, with great help from 

Wally Cornhill and his extraordinary 
printing press. When Tony first ar-
rived in Warrandyte, Getson's Motors 
was still selling Holdens , and after 
it closed he was one of the prime 
movers in pushing the redevelop-
ment of the site Into the Community 
Centre. Along with Ted and Shirley 
Rotherham, Jo Lawrence and Alan 
Alder, Tony and Wendy founded 
the Warrandyte Historical Society, 
and helped both the Warrandyte 
Market and the Warrandyte Festival 
get off the ground. And there were 
some cracker parties at the house in 
Timbertop Ridge. It wasn 't unusual 
for several hundred people to mate-
rialise on New Years' Eve, drawn by 
the lights and music on top of the hill. 

Tony and Wendy moved on to Won-
ga Park, and Coldstream. The sea was 
always a great love, and once retired, 
they eventually settled in Apollo 
Bay, another extraordinary commu-
nity. True to form, Tony mentored 
students at the local school, and 
helped run learn to sail days. And 
surrounded by family and friends , 
this is where he finally lost the battle 
with cancer. 

He provided us with many lessons. 
He had enormous generosity of spir-
it, and is perhaps the most honour-
able person I've ever known; despite 
how hard or inconvenient it might 
have been, he always did the right 
thing, and all my life I never heard 
him speak ill of anybody, even (and 
especially) when they might have 
deserved it. And he instilled a deep, 
visceral love for Warrandyte in his 
sons. After much travelling, we have 
both come back to raise our own fam-
ilies (Richard is now the President 
of the Warrandyte Basketball Club). 

If you knew him, raise a glass and 
spare a smile for his memory. 

Green thumbs and keen inquirers 
A new generation of green thumbs is emerging at Anderson's Creek Pri-
mary School after students recently took part in National Tree Day. 

Schoolchildren from Prep, Grade 3 and Grade 4 planted new trees 
(above) near the school's boundary along Harris Gully Road. 

Teachers told the Diary an enjoyable time was had by all and paid 
special thanks to Manningham City Council who organised the event. 

Meanwhile, Level l and 2 at Warrandyte Primary School had been re-
searching information about inventors and their creations last term as 
a part of the school's Inquiry Unit. Former WPS student Ben McKinnon 
and his father Alan McKinnon showed students and teachers (below) 
their beloved cars made by Henry Ford. 

The students found many differences between the classic cars and 
modern cars as well as acknowledging similarities and modifications. 

With ow reeident poet Karen 11vouel thie month, cu pNby MC11ot1 •,..._In NcMmber. ~~------------~ ----~---~--~~-~ 



Yarra River springs to life 

SES comes to 
the rescue 
WARRANDYI'E Police Station's Sgt 
Stewart Henderson sent In a *ood 
news story via email to the Drary 
this week. 

"With the river being somewhat 
up at the moment, a woman was 
walklng her dog along the river 
between the bakery and police 
station and her golden retriever 
swam after a duck and got caught 
In the current and was washed 
down on to the Island," Sgt Hen-
derson said. "The dog was stuck 
and unable to pull Itself out of the 
river, so the owner called the 
lice station who In turn called the 
local SFS." 

By CHERIE MOSELEN 

W/ARRANDYTE is no 
stranger to artistic 
expression, but this 
month it will host a 
production of a dif-

ferent nature. 
Scenes on the Yarra, a site-spe-

cific performance that creates a 
river-based storyline, is an imag-
inative creation that engages its 
audience outdoors. 

An initiative of Victoria College of 
the Arts theatre graduate Jeminah 
Reidy, Warrandyte will feature as 
one of 10 performance locations 
being combined to honour the Yar-
ra from the headwaters to the sea. 

In partnership with Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House, Jeminah is 
bringing together a group of local 
artists , writers, dancers and musi-
cians over five days, to shape an 
inter-disciplinary walking perfor-
mance. 

Built on the back of a series of 
workshops (to be held at the Neigh-
bourhood House), this event will 
take place on Sunday, October 27, 
at 6.45pm. 

Workshopping will consist of 
presentations to the artists by local 
specialists, environmentalists, sto-
rytellers and keepers of Indigenous 
knowledge, who have been invited 
to share their understanding of and 
connection with the Yarra. 

Artists and performers will then 
choose a site on the riverbank to 
create an individual element for 
Sunday evening's presentation. 

enjoyed by an audience of over 
250 people - consisted of 25 instal-
lations, vignettes and scenes that 
included a water dance, comical 
picnic performance, mime and 
singing. 

Jeminah described the evening 
as "visually mesmerising, moving. 
even funny at times" and said it 
was "everything you could hope for 
in a collaborative performance". 

Yarra Glen (Yarra Flats Billabong 
to be precise) was the site chosen 
for the second "Scenes" event, per-
formed in April. 

"It was raining but we still had an 
audience of around 100 people," 
Jeminah said. "The events cover 
different mediums, so there are 
physical performers, singers, sculp-
tors. I think that's the reason they 
have been so successful, because 
there's something for everyone." 

On Sunday October 27 at 6.45pm. 
locals can meet at the information 
map and bus stop carpark (next to 
the Stonehouse Gallery), 103 Yarra 
St, Warrandyte (Melway 23:El 1). 

The ninety-minute performance 
will begin with a Welcome To Coun-
try, after which audience members 
will be guided along the riverbank. 
The event is Free. 

Ms Reidy said Warrandyte 
"Scenes" will go ahead rain or 
shine, and would only be cancelled 
in the event of thunderstorms and 
lightning. 

For enquiries about the upcoming 
local performance, please contact 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
Director Emma Edmonds on 9844 
1839. 

Local SFS member, Gary Birkett 
then turned up In hi8 gear and 
waded Into the river and onto the 
Island. 

"He had to literally get into the 
water and fush the dog up onto 
the island, Sgt Henderson said. 

Earlier this year, Jeminah put 
together the first of her "Scenes" in 
Warburton. 

"I grew up near the Yarra in War-
burton, so it's very close to my 
heart," Jeminah told the Diary. "I've 
sought to combine my love of the 
river with my passion for theatre 
and performance art , and the result 
has been this sequence of spectac-
ular events ." 

"Scenes on the Yarra" artists creating a storyline along the riverbank at 
Yarra Flats Billabong, Yarra Glen. Photos by Mark Emmett. 

A following "Scenes" event is 
scheduled to occur at Federation 
Square, as part of the Sustainable 
Living Festival in February 2014. 

"The tired dog was a little re-
luctant to get back in the water 
and was then carried back to the 
shore and handed back to the ap-
preciative owner." 

. . FREE EVE11T 
N1llumb1k Bri~~re:tl 
PET EXPO 
SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER• 10AM TO 4PM 

MARNGROOK OVAL 
MAIN HURSTBRIDGE ROAD, DIAMOND CREEK 

Dog obedience displays, pet competitions, an 
animal nursery, snake handling display and a 
chance to meet Council's rangers and local vets 
to have all your pet questions answered. 

·o,,, 111.e Hill' • 
IJ~fo,,, Hill resliva.l 
Sunday 27 October I 11am-6pm 
Panton Hill Township 

The On the Hill Festival is great day out 
fiHed with live music, entertainment and the 
opportunity to indulge in locally produced foods. 

The Made on the Hill competition will have a 
bugs, butterflies and bees theme. 

More information: 9433 3799 
llvlng.leaming@nlllumblk.vlc.gov.au 

"What I enjoy most is the oppor- The artists and Jeminah give their 
tunity to learn about the Yarra from time for free . Small funding grants. 

For general information about 
"Scenes on the Yarra", go to the 
website www.jeminahallireidy.com 
or call Jeminah Reidy on 04 14 419 
182. 

site to site - stories that tell of its from bodies such as Melbourne 
historical import, its rich biodi- Water and Manningham council will 
versity, who cares for it - and then enable the organiser to cater and 
share that knowledge in a unique provide materials for the ensemble. 
way with local audiences." The Warburton performance -

tJ.pco~ 
C-1tv-iroHJf(£ 1tlal C-v-e 1th 
• Saturday 12 October 

Vegetable Seedling Propagation 
• Friday 18 October 

Spotlighting Walk at Yirrip Reserve 
• Saturday 23 November 

Solar, Smart Meters and Energy 
Web Portals 

For more information or bookings visit 
www.nlllumbik.vic.gov.au/EnviroEvents 
or call 9433 3316. 

RABBIT CONTROL FIELD DAY 
Saturday 9 November, 2pm-4pm 
Presented by Banyule and 
Nlllumblk Councils 

Are rabbits a problem on your property? 
This practical and informative workshop 
will provide landowners with the tools to 
develop an effective rabbit control program. 
Learn about: rabbit behaviour; lifecycle 
and impact; identify options for 
control and how to plan an integrated 
control program and see practical 
demonstrations of control methods. 

Cost: Free 
Where: Edmund Rice Centre, 

'Amberley' 7 Amberley Way, 
Lower Plenty 

Bookings: 9433 3316 
environmental.events@ 
nlllumblk. vie.gov.au 

POSITIVE AGEING: 
HOUSING AND DOWNSIZING 
WHAT ARE THE OPTIONS? 
A person's home is vital to a healthy 
and happy life. If you are Interested 
in learning more about the housing 
options for the aging community within 
NIHumblk join us at this free workshop. 

Date: Tuesday 22 October 
Time: 1 0am-2.30pm 
Venue: Eltham Community and 

Reception Centre, 
801 Main Road, Eltham 
(wheelchair accessible) 

Cost: Free (includes morning tea 
and light lunch) 

Nillumbik Council officers, Council 
of the Aged, Housing for the Aged 
Action Group and managers of 
local residential care and retirement 
villages will be on hand to answer 
any questions or concerns. For 
more information or to RSVP contact 
Daniella Tarle on 9433 3157 or email 
Oaniella.Tarle@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

FREE GARDEN GREEN 
WASTE DROP OFF DAYS 
2013-2014 
To assist with preparing your 
property for the fire season Council 
is providing residents with two 
free days for disposing of garden 
green waste. 

The only materials that will be 
accepted are tree prunings, garden 
clippings and leaf litter. 

Residents will need to show either a 
rates notice or their driver's licence 
as proof of residency within the Shire. 
Commercial loads and food waste will 
not be accepted. 

Date: Sunday 24 November 2013, 
8am-4pm 
Sunday 2 February 2014, 
8am-4pm 

Where: The Recycling and Recovery 
Centre at 290 Yan Yean Road, 
Plenty 

For queries please contact Council 
on 9433 3555. 

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
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By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
MAJ A (pronounced Mike-ah) 
prove- age is no barrier when it 
comes to chasing your dream -. 

Every now and then ou might find 
Majka Kaszubski e.xercising at the 
gym or enjoying a nice meal at one 
of Warrandyte's cafes. 

What ou may not know is that 
she loves to sprint and she recently 
returned from the World Masters 
Games in Torino, Italy. 

The Masters is the most significant 
orld porting event for sportspeo-

ple aged over 30. Majka competed in 
the Over 65s athletics category and 
brought home two bronze medals for 
100m and Om hurdles. 

Majka, who was born in Poland but 
has lived in Australia since 1981, said 
he was thrilled to win the medals. 

However, she said they were merely 
a bonus - the real prize being the fact 
she achieved her goal to participate 
in and finish all of her events. 

"Two years ago I went to Poland 
and met some of my friends. Some of 
them were in their 60s and 70s and 
they're still involved in sport and 
they told me that I'm quite fit and I 
should take part in the Masters - I 
thought, ' o I'm not really that fit'," 
she said. 

But her grandchildren Domin ic, 
Chloe Lee and ebastian did athletics 
and encouraged her to give it a try. 

However, it was definitely no easy 
journey. Majka received injuries 
along the way - including her achil-
les and hamstring. he said she was 
even in a lot of pain when completing 
her events - especially hurdles - but 
she said the support and encour-
agement she had received from her 
children , grandchildren and her 
husband, Andrew, who coached her 
during the Games, inspired her to 
keep going. 

She told the Diary she wouldn't 
have been able to compete without 
the moral support from Dominic and 
Chloe Lee, who came to Europe with 
her and urged her to push through 
the pain_ 

"Even when I got injured and told 
myself not to run the 80m hurdles 
my grandson Dominic told me 'bal:r 
cia (Polish for 'grandmother') just 
try it, please do your best'. I was in 
excruciating pain when I finished but 
it was absolutely worth it." 

Because of Dominic's encourage-
ment she gave him her medal she 
won for 80m hurdles because "it 
definitely belonged to him". Dominic, 
12, has a special place in his room 
for her medal. 

Majka said the atmosphere of the 

Games was fantastic, with competi-
tors who she was running against in 
the same race being friendly, encour-
aging and supportive of each other. 

One of the main reasons Maj ka 
wanted to compete, despite not run-
ning in such an event for 45 years, 
was because she wanted to re-live 
the memories of her youth. 

Her father, who was quite sporty, 
noticed his young daughter was very 
gifted at athletics and encouraged 
her to continue in her teenage years. 
As a young adult, Majka went on to 
run for the Polish national academic 
team. 

They didn't travel much interna-
tionally back then, as Poland was a 

communis t count ry, but the team 
travelled to various cit ies within 
Poland to compete in different cham-
pionships and competitions. 

"I always loved athletics. There 
weren't too many ladies my age 
there at the Masters but I still enjoy 
running. 

"It was beaut iful to refres h my 
memories of how it fe lt to be on 
the track again, just a fantastic ex-
perience. I'll tell you, I absolutely 
loved it!" 

Majka was born in Wroclaw - a 
historic Polish city close to the Ger-
man border. 

She lived with her hus band and 
young children in Iraq and Germany 

before deciding to start a new life far 
away from communism and moving 
to Melbourne in 1981. 

Since coming to Australia, Majka 
was a PE teacher at Upper Yarra Sec-
ondary College and although retiring 
from teaching full time five years ago, 
she still does some emergency teach-
ing for Norwood Secondary College 
and supervises VCE language exams. 

Majka's next goal is to run as fast 
as she did when she was in her 20s. 
She intends to join a local athletics 
club and return to the next summer 
Masters Games in New Zealand in 
four years to improve her results . 

She hopes she will be able to take 
the whole family over to compete -

Warrandyteteam toughsitout 
THREE Warrandyte residents recent-
ly competed in the daunting XPD, an 
expedition adventure race through 
the spectacular South Australian 
Flinders Ranges. 

As a team of four, Karina Vitiritti, 
Angus Rodwell and Paul Gruber 
were part of team PHAROS and 
raced against 30 other Australian 
arid international teams . Over 12 
legs, they were required to trek 
200km, mountain bike 460km and 
kayak 87km using only a compass 
and maps over 700km of tough and 
mostly desolate terrain. 

Once the race started, teams had 
to manage their own sleep, which, 
for Team PHAROS over five and a 
half days was only about eight hours. 

"The race is physically and men-
tally tough and we knew we had to 
push our bodies to their limits both 
day and night," Gruber said. "There 
are so many factors that can can go 
wrong, being it mechanical issues, 
navigation or injury so our primary 
goal was just to finish." 

The race began at Arkaroola Station 
in the northern Flinders Ranges. One 
of the stages was a 51 km trek across 
Lake Froome, a huge inland salt lake 
where they trekked th rough the 
night, and then the enti re next day. 
They also trekked around Wilpena 
Pound and climbed then abseiled a 
I OOm rock wall at Moonarie. Strong 
winds caused the cancellation of 
the final leg, an 87km paddle in the 
Spencer Gulf. -we battled through the race 
against sleep deprivation, heat ex-
haustion and blistered feet," Rodwell 
said. "We had expected that it could 
be hot, but there were JS.degree tem-
perature days during the race, which 

made it tough to keep hydrated ." 
The final kayak leg was cancelled 

due to strong winds. 
"I wasn't too disappointed," said 

Vitiritti. "The winds were so strong, 

we can understand the decision as 
any emergency situations would 
have been impossible to respond to." 

The team finished fifth in the Pre-
mier Mixed category and were the 

third Australian team across the 
finish line. Their plans are to spend 
some well-earned time resting and 
recovering with family and friends 
before planning their next adventure. 

including her daughter, Alex, who is 
good at a range of sports and her son, 
Andrew, who is "mad about cycling". 

Majka said she felt it was extremely 
important for her to stay healthy and 
active and encourage her family to 
do the same. She also encouraged 
others to realise it's never too late 
to give sport another try and said it 
would be fantastic to see even more 
Australians at the next Masters. 

"People should try something if 
they have a passion for it-it doesn't 
matter if you have sore joints or mus-
cles. We all have some discomfort, 
naturally, but if you try it you might 
be surprised at what you achieve," 
Majka said. 

Take up the 
Upstream 
challenge 
UPSTREAM Foundation founder 
and chaµ-man Gordon Hoen, a 
long-time Warrandyte resident 
and eight-time Upstream 50km 
Challenge particlpant, Is urging 
more local businesses, corporate 
bodies and the local community 
to get behind the Upstream 50km 
Challenge on November 16. 

"We raised over $200,000 last 
year and with more people than 
ever 1111pporting the Upstream 
50km Challenge, we expect to 
raise well over that filure this 
year," Gordon says. "It's a great 
day out for people of all fitness 
levels to meet new people, com-
plete an Individual challenge, 
enjoy a team building exercise or 
Just enjoy a walk with family and 
friends." 

Over 800 participants are 
expected to walk and run In the 
Upstream 50km Challenge on 
November 16 In 1111pport of three 
worthy charities. The journey will 
begin at Waterfront Cfty, Dock-
lands and participants will follow 
the Yarra River upstream, walking 
50km of trails to ftnisb at Donvale. 

Although the event la both phy-
sically and mentally demanding, 
participants are challenged prior 
to the event to raise funds for the 
beneficiaries supported by the 
Upstream Foundation. 

For more Information or to 
register for the Upstream 50km 
Challenge go to www.upstream-
foundation.org or contact Paul 
Gruber on 0411049780. 
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Cricket returns for 2013-14 
WITH spring in the air and the footy 
finished, cricket has returned to 
Warrandyte for the 2013-14 season. 

While the AFL Hawks beat Freman-
tie in a close contest following a VFL 
grand final win the previous week by 
its affiliate Box Hill Hawks, the South 
Warrandyte Hawks players are hop-
ing those footy results are an omen 
for the upcomin g cricket season 
according to Diary correspondent 
Frans Brouwer. 

Frans says the Firs t XI is de ter-
mined to fight its way back to Trol-
lope Shield , while the other four 
senior teams "want to do better 
than just making finals - they want 
to win some". 

This season signals the resumption 
of old rivalries, too, as the two senior 
Warrandyte teams - Warrandyte 
Bloods and Warrandyte Hawks - will 
face off. 

The Hawks recently made a number 
of appointments with Bob Neagle as 
batting coach, while Steve Lindsay 
is lending his vast experience as 
bowling coach. Ben Neagle is again 
club captain (Wilkins Shield), the 
other senior captains are Dave Mc-
Bride (Second XI -A Grade) , Darren 
Johnson (Thirds - D Grade), Tom 
Chrisfield (Fourths - F Grade) and 
Lachlan McMahon (Fifths - I Grade). 
Training moved outdoors at the end 
of last month. 

The club is fielding an Ul6 team 
(coach Darcy Price) , Ul4 (Sean 
McMahon), Ul2 (Stuart Batten) and 
Ul0 junior teams, plus Milo Cricket 
with Warranwood Primary School 
(co-ordinator Liam James). There is 
an outside chance of one more team. 

Ready for action: Warrandyte South Hawks captains Ben "Nangers" Neagle (club captain), Darren "Zep" Johnson (Thirds}, Tom "Plugga" Chrisfield 
(Fourths) and Steve "Sleek" Lindsay are set to go in season 2013-14. 

Two Over 40 teams will play in the 
ROCA competition (Masters 1 and 4), 
and one 050 team will play in the Box 
Hill veterans competition (11 Box 
Hill teams and 5 ROCA teams split 
into two divisions, with the Hawks 
in Legends B). All three will play on 
October 13 - Masters 1 at home at 
Croydon Hills PS, Masters 2 home 

at Colman, and Legends B away at by the Hawks' Fifths team) due to 
Forest Hill . resurfacing works at its main ground. 

Grounds have been a major prob-- However, in a stroke of good fortune, 
tern leading up to the season. the much closer Croydon Hills Pri-

Stintons Reserve is unavailable for mary School ground was available. A 
cricket for a second straight season, working bee has leveled the uneven 
affecting ground allocations at the surface around the pitch and cleaned 
Warrandyte No.2 ground previously it ready for use by senior Fourths and 
used by the club. Now Mooroolbark Fifths, and by Masters 1 and 4. 
CC has taken over Brice Avenue Two other working bees have 
Mooroolbark (which was being used transformed the Colman Park home 

ground and clubrooms. New chairs 
and refurbished table-tops have also 
been purchased, along with a supper 
sopper that the ROCA requires all 
clubs to have avai lable at their main 
grounds. 

MEANWHILE, Warrandyte Cricket 
Club may have a "home without a 
hom e" due to the pavilion being 
constructed , the Bloods' heart and 
soul will take to the field as they 

hope to launch season 2013/ 14 with 
a bang, their cricket correspondent 
Ryan Hoiberg says. 

Warrandyte has had a change in 
captaincy as well as headquarters, 
and while the WCG will still be 
home for the Firsts , Seconds and 
junior squads, the members will be 
using the senior citizens centre to 
host all functions and post-training 
discussions. 

Back to back preDlierships 
THE ERT Girls Section 7 Win-
ter 2013 team won their home 
grand final beating Blackburn 
by 5 sets to 1 at the end of 
August. 

This makes it back-to-back 
premierships for the team 
who took out the Section 9 
summer 2012-13 flag. The girls 
will be playing on next season 
for three in a row. 

Team member Erin Theo-
dore said: "We had a really 
enjoyable season. The finals 
were tough and Blackburn 
gave us a really good game 
in the final . We're looking for-
ward to next season." 

also won the ERT grand final . 
In other news , the third 

season of the Hot Shots ten-
nis competitions has come to 
an end at Warrandyte Tennis 
Club and the South Warran-
dyte Annexe. 

This was a coming-of-age 
season for many of the com-
petitors as they will be mixing 
their Hot Shots tennis with 
inter-<:lub tennis representing 
Warrandyte Tennis Club. Win-
ners were Isabella De Cesare 
(Friday Orange Ball) , Chris-
topher Milburn-Clark (Friday 
Green Ball) and Ramiro Luuna 
(Saturday morning Orange 
Ball). 

Everyone in 
Warrandyte 
reads the Diary 

The Warrandyte OS7 team 

School holida s net 

Hello possum: Warrandyte's Under 9 Possums are ready for action. Picture: Lara McKinley. 
WARRANDYTE Netball Club captains Erika Dy- according to the club. The young players who 
ason and Jessica Dusting ran a school holiday attended the clinic had a great day and are 
skills clinic for the club's Under 9 and Under looking forward to being able to put their new 
11 players recently. skills into action when the season re-<:ommenc-

The clinic was a huge success and would es on October 12. 
not have been possible without the help of The plan for the club is to hold at least one of 
Alyssa Rodwell, Nikki Link and Jessica Rodwell, these clinics each year for 9ur young players. 

For more than 40 years the Diary has 
been the true voice of Warrandyte. 

We have reported the news, 
celebrated the sport, publicised 
the events and championed 
the causes of this special place. 

Your advertising is in 
good company in the 
Warrandyte Diary. 

The Diary reaches the 
customers you need 
at a price you want 
to pay. 

Call Briony and 
discuss how the 
Diary can help your 
business grow. 
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Veno01 juggernaut rolls on 
By TONY OLIVER 
WARRANDYTE Venom's junior pro-
gram success again came to the fore 
last month with the Under 20 Girls 
winni_ng the 1ctorian championship, 
markmg the club's first ever junior 
state title. 

The Venom capped an unbeaten 
season with a 51-43 win against 

andringham to put coach Angela 
Heigh and her team in the club 's 
history books. 

Sandringham was competitive for 
the entire game forcing the Venom 
to dig deep. 

Big V senior guard Mollie Burke 
won the Most Valuable Player award 
for the game, hitting 17 points and 
providing the perfect finish to her 
junior career. 

The win was the third champion-
ship for the Venom's junior program 
this season, joining the Ul8. l Girls 
and Ul6. l Boys. 

The Under 18 Girls finished top 
after the home and away season but 
lost their semi-final and needed to 
reach the grand final via the prelim-
inary final . In a low-scoring defensive 
game, stand-in coach Nicole Howard 
guided the Venom to the 28--21 win. 
The girls ' regular coach, Bee McKay, 
had major shoulder surgery the day 
before and couldn 't be present. 

In another tight game Beau Bent-
ley's Under 16 Metro 1 Boys held 
off a determined Whittlesea (52-41). 

While the Under 16 Boys were do-
ing the job for Warrandyte, unfortu-
nately the Under 20 Boys went down 
in their grand final against Eltham 
(52-49). Garnes between the sides 
had been close during the season 
with honours shared but Eltham was 
able to hit the key points on the night 
to take the blue flag. 

The Venom 's Under 18 Regional 
Boys went down in their grand final 
against Ringwood 37-28. The Under 
14 Eastern Boys made the Bronze 
Medal game against Eltham. Each 
side had recorded a win during 
the regular season by a point but it 
was Eltham who took the honours 
(47-32). 

The focus now turns to the 2013/ 14 
season with tryouts currently taking 
place. 

Big V awards bonanza 
Warrandyte Venom's record-break-

ing Big V season has come to a close 
on the back of players and coaches 
winning multiple awards at the an-
nual Big V awards night. 

On the back of championships to 
Youth and Senior Women's teams, 
the Venom collected a swag of 
trophies, including the two prized 
Championship trophies . Other 
award winners on the night includ-
ed Sthefany Thomas (MVP, All Star 5, 
Golden Hands). Rachael Wansbrough 
(Leading Rebounder), Nicole Howard 
(Coach of the Year) and Breanna 
Waugh (All Star 5, Defensive Player 
of the Year). 

Saturday action 
The EDJBA winter season conclud-

ed with Warrandyte well represented 
on grand final day. 

Warrandyte is one of the smaller as-
sociations in the EDJBA but propor-
tionally had more teams represented 
than many other associations. 

Both Under 17 A Grade Gir ls and 
Boys teams took out blue flags. 

The girls took on Eltham at Temple--
stowe with only five fully fi t players 
and a few backing up from Fr iday 
night competition. 

At half-time the Redbacks led 20-6, 
but Eltham surged at the start of 
the second half. Warrandyte settled 
to win the game 35--1 8 at the final 
whistle and give Casey Taylor her 
premiership coach flag. 

Taylor Padfield with 10 and Court-
ney Howes with 9 were the main 
contr ibutors on the scoreboard. 

Guard Zoe McDonald picked up 
the Most Determined Award with 
a strong game at both ends of the 
court. Sara Deacon, with an injured 
back, made an appearance in the 
final seconds. 

Ryan's Under 17 A Boys defeated 
Koonung (50-44) with Zeph Hilton 
picking up the MOP award. Holloway 
also took charge of the Ul 7 AR Boys 
who went down in a close game to 
Eltham by 54-50. 

In possibly his last game coaching 
fo r Warrandyte, Grant King was 
directing the Redback Ul 7 B Boys 
in their final against Bulleen. The 
Redbacks were leading for most of 
the game but Bulleen proved better 
in the final minutes. The game went 
into overt ime and the heavy foul 
count against Warrandyte restricted 
their game and Bulleen the points 
(37-29). 

Earlier on court, Matt Lane's Under 
19 AR Boys had a controlled win over 
Balwyn by 44-27. Jack Cousens (15 
points , including three from outside 
the circle) picked up the MOP, but 
this was very much a team effor t. 

At the other end of their basket-
ball careers , the Under 9 Bl Girls 
coached by Dale Leeson went down 
to Bulleen (32-21). 

It was a slow start to Warrandyte 
trailing 20-3 at the long break. The 
Redbacks won the second half but 
the margin was too much. 

Scoring was shared with two goals 
each to Laura Beckett, Sarah Dick-
son, Jemma Pinder and Rebeckah 
Sinclair-Vanunen. 

Dale had more success wi th the 
Under 11 AR-2 Grand Final also 
against Bulleen. 

"That was not one I expected to 

win ," he confessed after the 33-26 
win . "The boys really lifted t he 
whole game at both ends of the court 
- very impressive." 

Warrandyte dominated t he first 
half with good defensive pressure 
and success offense. The gap nar-
rowed in the second half and Bulleen 
came back but the Red backs took the 
points, with Lachlan Ralph collecting 
the MDP award. 

Marcus Green top-scored with 11 
for Warrandyte, with eight to Lachlan 
and six each to Bailey Laurie and Ben 
McShanag. 

The Under 13 A Boys played Eltham 
in the Friday night competition pre-
liminary final and had gone down 51-
40. On Saturday t hey needed to play 
the same side in the A Grade final . 

The game could not have been 
closer with overtime required to 
separate the sides. But Warrandyte 
took the points (42-37). 

Club award winners 
Warrandy te's club awards were 

recently announced for both the 
Venom and Redbacks teams. 

Bruce Del..acy was recognised for 
his significant and w ide-ranging 
support for the association with a 
Life Membership. 

Peter Anderson was awarded the 

2013 Club Award. 
The 2103 Daryl Valentine Memorial 

Award, which recognises the contri-
butions of a junior to the association, 
went to Chris Dodds. 

Winnen: 
Life Member Badge, Bruce De Lacy; 

2013 Club Award, Peter Anderson; 
Ross Mclellan Memorial Award , 
John Mokaraka; Daryl Valentine 
Memorial Award, Chris Dodds; 2013 
Tom Hay Memorial Award, Catherine 
MacDonald; Coach of the Year Award 
(two awards), Nicole Howard, Justin 
Nelson. 

Big V Senior Men: MVP, Vashon 
Weaver; Defensive Player of the Year, 
Brenton Charles; Offensive Player 
of the Year, James Hicks; Coach's 
Award, Andrew Oliver. 

Big V Youth Men: MVP, Jake Lugg; 
Defensive Player of the Year, Chris 
Williams; Players' Player of the Year, 
Jake Lugg; Coach 's Award, Jamie 
Langley; Rising Star, Joel Rimes. 

Big V Senior Women: MVP, Rachael 
Wansbrough; Defensive Player of the 
Year, Amanda Hederics; Offensive 
Player of the Year, Sthefany Thomas; 
Coach's Award, Meg Dargan; Rising 
Star, Casey Taylor. 

Big V Youth Women: MVP, Marga-
ret Kershaw; MVP, Breanna Waugh; 

Defensive Player of the Year, Ellen 
Pattison; Rising Star, Maddison Tay-
lor; Coach's Award, Amber Saunders. 

Junior co-ordinators announced 
Warrandyte Basketball is pleased 

to announce its age group co-ordi-
nators. The role of the age group 
co-ordinator will be to assist the 
coaching director during team se-
lections, along with coaching one 
of the teams in the age group. All 
other junior Venom coaches will be 
announced shortly. 

Venom program manager Jenni 
James is looking forward to another 
successful season for the program. 

"Coupled with the appointments 
of new coaching directors, Ross 
Charles and Nicole Howard, the 
Venom program is extremely well 
positioned to continue its extraor-
dinary growth and ongoing success 
in the Victorian Junior Basketball 
League," James said. 

Venom Gl.rls: Ul 2, Emma Adams 
(nee Collins); Ul4, CraJg Pattison; 
Ul6, Sthefany Thomas (Nicole How-
ard to facilitate tryouts); Ul8, Jodie 
Murphy; U20, Casey Taylor. 

Venom Boys: Ul2, Dale Leeson; 
Ul4, Gerry Pearce; Ul6, Justin Nel-
son; UIS, Beau Bentley; U20, Ryan 
Holloway. 
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Sign of 
the times 
for clubs 
By MICHELLE PINI 
MANNINGHAM council's policy 
to ban sponsorship advertising 
from sporting venues lo "visu-
ally sensitive locations", except 
during matches, will be subject 
to a further report according to 
council's chief executive officer 
Joe Carbone. 

The banner policy, passed by the 
previous council lo August last 
year, requires local sporting clubs 
to assemble and remove sponsor-
ship signs every match day, and 
would Impact clubs in Husseys 
Lane, Domeney, Bulleen, Buck 
and Warrandyte Reserves. 

Mr Carbone said the move 
would benefit "the many people 
who visit the reserve on a regular 
basis to enjoy the landscape unin-
terrupted". The clubs have ques.. 
tioned this, however, explaining 
that most people visit the reserve 
on weekends while sports are be-
ing played. 

Local sporting clubs say the poli-
cy, which would be enforced next 
year, will Jeopardise sponsorships 
and place additional demands 
on volunteers who would be re-
sponsible for the laborious task 
of erectlng and removing signs 
at the start and finish of every 
match. 

Warrandyte MP Ryan Smith 
agrees and says he considers 
sponsorship an important reve-
nue component for sporting clubs 
and says he hopes "logic will 
prevail". 

Part of the newly elected Man-
ningham council Cr Sophy Gal-
bally told the Diary: "I hope that 
we can stop the proposed tight 
regulations on signage at our 
ovals and other community based 
sports venues." 

Cr Galbally said far from de-
tractlng from the amenity of the 
area, sponsorship signs provided 
a snapshot of local businesses that 
support the community. She also 
pointed out it made it difficult for 
local clubs to compete when other 
rural and city clubs don't have 
such regulations on signage. 

"A further report has been 
requested to outline the imple-
mentation approach and give 
consideration to issues that have 
been raised by the community," 
Mr Carbone said. 

DIARY 
SPORTS 
SHORTS 

Tryouts for Little Aths 
Warrandyte and district children 
are encouraged to head down to 
the Rieshiecks Reserve in George 
Street, Doncaster, to try out for the 
East Doncaster Little Athletics Club. 
Competition commenced last 
week and is open for children of 
all abilities aged 5 to 15. For more 
info visit the DLAC website www. 
doncasterlac.org.au, or contact 
Margaret Kelly on 0447 693 561 or 
Peter Sharpe on 0413 777 107. 

Sorry, Anne Marie 
Whoops! We accidentally spelt 
Canadian Death Race conqueror 
Anne Marie Reid's name incorrectly 
last month. The Diary apologises to 
Anne Marie, her family, friends, and 
fans. 

Bloods reward best 

Best of the Bloods: Senior footballer David Hand won the best and fairest. 

By MICHAEL DI PETTA 
THE Warrandyte Football Club has 
brought season 2013 to an official 
close with the annual presentation 
night, and is also on t he brink of 
announcing a new senior coach for 
2014. 

The presentations were held at 
the Manningham Function Centre 
on September 20 where the club's 
bes t and fairest winners for Under 
19s, the Reserves and Seniors were 
announced and other prestigious 
awards for players and community 
members. 

Always a highlight on Warrandyte's 
calendar, the event didn't disappoint, 
providing a relaxed and good spirited 
environment that was perfect for 
celebrating another season. 

It was ~an especially memorable 
night for senior players David Hand 
and Daniel Large. Hand capped off a 
stellar individual year playing in the 
ruck and winning the coveted Best 
& Fairest Award, and Large picked 
up the Players Award and the title 
of John O'Br ien Club Champion, fin-
ishing runner-up to Hand in the vote 
count. Most Courageous and Most 

Determined accolades went to Josh 
Eyre and Luke Saunders respectively. 

With many players performing well 
all year long. the Reserves faced 
some headaches when selecting re-
cipients. Cal Haskings received just 
reward for a superb year, finishing 
the night with the Players Award and 
tied for third place in the Best and 
Fairest. Paul Burgoyne, one of the 
side's most consistent performers 
was named club Best and Fairest 
after another fine season. 

Young gun Ryan Tester took home 
the Best and Fairest alter an excellent 
year in the Under 19s and he looks 
sure to threaten for a place in the 
senior side before too long. 

Finally, in recognition of efforts 
around the club, Ian Wood received 
the President's Award, and the Trac-
ey Prior Award for best club person 
was given to the Beasley family. Also 
noteworthy was the retention of the 
Ron Wilson medal for Mick Morello 
as the club's leading goal kicker, the 
fourth straight year he has received 
this honour, proving once again his 
value and consistency as a member 
of the Bloods. 

Mighty Max Morley is state champ · 
By SAM QUINN 
WHEN it comes to Taekwondo, 
the sky's the limit for young Max 
Morley. 

The nine year old from Warran-
dyte has recently been crowned 
state champion of his age group 
after three wins from three fights in 
the martial art Taekwondo. Having 
accomplished such an achievement 
already, Max now heads off to 
Queensland to challenge for the na-
tional title. If he is successful, he's 
off to America to compete against 
the best from around the world. 

Max took up the Korean-originat-
ed martial art at the age of five and 
this year has been training under 
head instructor Mark Nolasco at 
the Melbourne Taekwondo Centre 
in Eltham. After narrowly losing 
his first competitive fight, Max was 
given a second chance and took it 
in his stride, winning three out of 
three fights against boys who had 
been practicing Taekwondo for 
much longer than himself. 

"My parents got me into Taekwon-
do to protect myself," Max said. 
"Unfortunately I lost my first fight 
but alter that I trained harder and 
I've won every fight since then." 

After Max's parents introduced 
him to the defence-based martial 
art, they weren 't expecting the 
level of success that was soon to 
follow. 

"We're very proud of him," Max's 
lather Mark Morley said. "We were 
a bit worried after his first fight be-
cause he was a bit upset, but after 
that he began working very hard 
and there was just no stopping 
him." 

Mark also paid special tribute to 
Max's trainer, "I would like to thank 
Mark (Nolasco), he's worked so 

hard and committed so much of his 
time towards Max's development," 
he said. 

So far 2013 has been an eventful 
and successful year for Max. Before 
recently grading to Red Belt (the 
second highest degree belt before 
Black Belt), he competed at the 
Victorian Open and took out the 
Bronze Medal. Max then continued 
his successful run by taking out the 
Gold Medal at the following Victori-
an selections. 

"Max has had a great year," his 
trainer Mark Nolasco said. "'He 
took up [competitive] Taekwondo 
this year and has had great results 
in a short period of time, fighting 
against kids who have been Red 
Belt a lot longer than he has. One 

of the boys he fought and beat was 
only one grading away from Black 
Belt. I'm looking forward to him 
testing his skills against Aust ralia's 
best." 

While Max's success has been 
a remarkable achievement, such 
talent has been a frequent feature 
within his family tree. His uncle 
was a signi fican t figure in Taekwon-
do in Canada, while his grandfather, 
Tony Ferel, was crowned Vic torian 
Champion Boxer, holding the title 
for lour years. 

Max describes his grandfather as 
his biggest role model and uses his 
great success as inspiration for his 
own ambitions, while he also looks 
up to famous figures such as Hong 
Kong American martial ar tist and 

Taekwondo star: ::.--::z.111111111s 

actor Bruce Lee, Brazilian martial 
artist Jorge Gurgel ( often referred 
to as J.G.) and local Taekwondo 
fighter Jonathan Goddard. 

Around the comer waits a once 
in a lifetime experience of excite-
ment and challenges for Max. Early 
in October, he will use put all his 
hard work and training to use as 
he heads up to Brisbane for the 
National Taekwondo Champion-
ship, where his skills ¼ill be test-
ed against the best from around 
Australia. If successful in his three 
fights in Brisbane. Max will head 
to America and compete for the 
World Championship. Max heads 
off with the confidence and deter-
mination to do his family, commu-
nity and himself proud. 

Junior Bloods reward their little champs 
THE Warrandyte Junior Football Club 
held its annual trophy presentations 
recently and decided best and fairest 
awards. 

First, second and third best and 
fairest winners were: 

U I 0: Zac Wheatley, Thomas Jackson 
and Sebastian Nitschinsk; Ul I : Lewis 
Downie, Bailey Trevorrow and Austin 
Humphris; U12: Callum Bowers, Leo 
Garrick, Aaron Castagna and Blake 
Reardon; U13: Darcy Poole, Quinn 
Clark and Ben Vermeulen-Brown; 
U14: Steven Garrick, Ari Kakris and 
Alex Royal; UIS: Daniel Thiveos , 
Nick Mustafa and Francesco Lepore; 
Colts: James Appleby, Scott Ternes 
and Sean Bowers; Youth Girls: Louise 
Ferriggi, DeAnne Weller and Micaela 
Bumpstead. 

Invitations have been sent to 

selected players for the Dynamic 
Fitness Skills Elite Summer Training 
Program. 

The Warrandyte Junior Football 
Club in conjunction with DFS have 
identified several players from the 
WJFC who are believed to possess 
"ability and passion" and who would 
benefit from an intense off-season 
training program. We wish those 
players fortunate enough to be invit-
ed all the best and trust you get the 
most out of the experience. 

The club previously scheduled an 
Annual General Meeting and Regis-
tration Day for Sunday, October 13, 
but this will now be held on Sunday, 
November 10 from 11am. More de-
tails can be found at the club website 
www.warrandytejfc.org 

WJFC has started plans for next 

season and put the call out for ap-
plicants for all coaching positions. 

"It is club policy that exi sting 
coaches need to r e-apply for the 
position each season and we also 
call on any other individuals who are 
interested in coaching to throw your 
hat into the ring," president Ross 
Snowball said. 

To apply potential coaches are 
asked to complete the coaching 
application form which can be found 
on the WJFC website homepage. 
Nominations will close on Friday, 
October 17, and interviews for each 
position will be conducted on Oct<r 
ber 21 and 22. 

The club expects to notify coach-
ing candidates of their successful 
application or otherwise by Friday 
October 25. U11 Top Blood: Lewis Downe. 
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