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A SPECIAL PLACE 

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 

"As a matter of fact, business has been very slow just lately .... " 
Wanrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River. some 27km from 
Melbourne For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people. 
1111851 Warrandyte became the site of the first oflic1al gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 

established 1tscharacterasasrrall. sett-suslainmg community set in a beautiful river valley. Jus t1·n Ch riz·s lm as t1·m e Around 1900 the rrnners. orchardists and tradespeople were Joined by a number of young 
painters who were foundmg the Australian na ionalist aJ1s tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, communtty spirit and sense of independence al Warrandyte 
has been largely relamed This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spiril 
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Il Thad been a long night. 
The old man was snor-

ing in the back seat, his 
snowy beard covered 
in cookie crumbs as 

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vix-
en , Comet, Cupid , Donner 
and Justin raced across the 
night sky. 

It was Justin 's first flight 
- Blitzen had pulled a Christ-
mas hammy the day before 
- and it was all very exciting. 

Off around the globe, bring-
ing the world economy a 
Christmas-sled recovery. 

Going like the clappers to 
stay ahead of t he Interna-
t ional Datel ine. Bypassing 
chi ldren who'd been crying 
and pouting. Skidd ing to a 
stop on slippery snow-cov-
ered rooves. 

All great fun in the Northern 
Hemisphere where the snow 
lay round about deep and 
crisp and even. 

But as every international 
traveller knows, the long haul 
to Australia is something else 
again . Sure they had in-flight 
movies - The Moose That 
Roared , Raindeerm an, To 
Sleigh a Mockingbird, and a 
few stag movies. 

But there was no reclining 
the seat so a doe could doze. 
No hosties bringing you a 
Bambi Cocktail or a Buck's 
Fizz. 

Justin had even drawn the 
shor t straw in the starting 
line-up ; if only he'd been 
behind t hat foxy Vixen, or 
that cute little Dancer with 
the headphones tucked be-
hind her antlers shaking her 
carabooty like there was no 
tomorrow. 

No, he was harnessed be-
hind Donner, stuffing his face 
with kebabs and popping 
fluffi es in Justin's face from 
hart'shole to breakfast. 

But at last they were over 
the bush, trying to pick out 

the sleepy hidden hamlet of 
Warrandyte where Santa knew 
that the only lights stilt on at 
this time of night would be the 
blinking fluorescents outside 
the ablut ion blocks at Crystal 
Brook. 

So when he saw the town 
lit up like a Christmas tree he 
nearly fell out of his sleigh! 
There were enough fairy lights 
here to make the bottom of 
the garden look like Dubai in 
full glow. 

"Anyone would think we're 
celebrating the birth of Thom-
as Edison!" muttered Santa. 
"Wayne Rankin must be hav-
ing nightmares just thinking 
about the global emissions." 

At least Warrandyte's new 
aura made It easier for Santa 
to bring his team In over Ding-

ley Dell Road for a 34-point 
landing. 

"We're here, deer friends, " 
he called. Ah, it was good to 
be back! 

"Hey you!" yelled No.6. "Get 
off my roof! You're scratching 
the Colorbond!" 

Santa leaned back on the 
Christmas joystick and moved 
on up the road . 

" Can you keep those 
damned bells quiet!" called 
No. 15. "We've just got the kids 
to sleep!" 

"You'd better not have any 
of those presents in plastic 
bags!" put In No.38. 

"A year is a long time in yule-
tide," thought Santa. 

Justin reckoned they should 
give the place a miss, but 
Santa knew better, and a few 

living with __,' 
The Trotts 

minutes later had his feet up 
on the back deck at No.48 
while the reindeers got stuck 
into a plate of carrots and 
Frosted Flakes. 

Except for Justin, who by 
now needed an elk-a-seltzer. 

"Spirit of Christmas?" said a 
voice from the dark. 

"Much obliged," said Santa 
tossing back a shot of Glenfid-
dich and holding his glass out 
for another. "Merry Christmas, 
Nev." 

"Merry Christmas," an-
swered Neville. "To everyone." 

ALAN 
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CA wins bi time 
Be Ready campaign is 
the one to watch 

and how they affect what you do. 
The WCA president said he hoped 

attendees would come away from the 
workshop with one clear message: 
"Prepare a fire plan. ' 

Warrandyte South CFA captain Greg 
Kennedy concurred, commending an 
audience member who stated the 
importance of "making sure plans are 
tested , especially to ensure safety 
clothing still fits" . 

By CHERIE MOSELEN 
WARRANDYTE Community Associa-
tion has made a clean sweep of the 
national Fire Awareness Awards , 
winning three categories last week, 
including the big one - the RACY 
Insurance Award for Excellence. 

The other two were the Media and 
Communications Award, for the WCA 
and Warrandyte Theatre Company's 
'Do You Have A Fire Plan?' video, and 
the Community Preparedness Award. 

"We knew we were finalists for two 
awards and were hoping for one, but 
three is just over the top," an elated 
WCA president Dick Davies said. 
"I wasn't even aware of the overall 
award for excellence! It's a huge 
tribute to Warrandyte and the ability 
of the community to work with the 
emergency services and local gov-
ernment on a constructive program. 
Well done everyone!" 

Meanwhile, a new Fire Watch app 
on its website brings together War-
randyte-specific information from 
the CFA, Bureau of Meteorology 
and Vic Roads. The group is also 
working on a separate app to assist 
the community in coming up with a 
comprehensive fire plan. 

At present, the WC/J:s online sam-
ple fire plan identifies a 'typical' 
Warrandyte family, but it is antici-
pated the user-friendly sample can 
be extended to include pets, children 
and people living alone. 

When it comes to fire awareness, 
new apps aren't the only thing to 
look out for. In addition to last week's 
awards, the association's Be Ready 
Warrandyte - Living with Bushfire 
Risk campaign earned a Highly Com-
mended distinction in last month's 
Resilient Australia Awards, in the Not 
for Profit category. 

In line with its objective to ensure 

Warrandyte residents have an ef-
fective fire plan this summer, WCA 
held a Bushfire Scenario workshop 
late last month at Anderson's Creek 
Primary School. 

Around 300 people attended the 
event, which was sponsored by the 
Warrandyte Community Bank and 
ran for just over two hours. 

Posing the question: "What if it's 
Warrandyte?" the forum staged a 
scenario, which tracked a simulated 
bushfire over a 10-hour period. 

At strategic points during the theo-
retical chain of events, Manningham 
council's emergency management 
co-ordinator Lew Wilson invited 
tactical responses from representa-
tives of the CFA, Parks Victoria, De-
partment of Environment & Primary 
Industry and Victoria Police. 

Facilitator Bruce Turner and Mr 
Wilson liaised between the audience 
and emergency services to test par-
ticipants' movements in line with the 
'impending' bushfire. 

When does the CFA issue an 'Act 
and Watch' message? Where would 
individuals or groups shelter if it 
were too late to leave? 

Winners are grinners: LesleY. Ryall, Dick Davies and Jodi Clark. 

The scenario explored a range of the environment fo r cues: smoke, 
topics - traffic management points, sirens , phone friends , and so on. 
emergency procedures for schools Dick Davies outlined the forum 's 
and home, neighbourhood safe plac- goals, encouraging participants to: 
es-in its design to stress the benefits prepare a plan ; establish trigger 
of having a working fire plan. points for action; be prepared to 

Emergency Services personnel ex- leave for days if necessary; know 
pressed concern that people should where to get more info ; be clear 
not depend solely on apps for infor- about the roles of responding agen-
mation, advising residents to check cies; and think more about "what ifs" 

United pulls out of Yarra Street 
YARRA Street residents say 
they are relieved that United 
Petroleum has withdrawn its ap-
plication to develop and use the 
site at 44-46 Yarra St as a petrol 
station. 

Manningham council chief ex-
ecutive officer Joe Carbone said 
a planning advocate for United 
requested the application be 

withdrawn on December 2. 
No reasons were provided for 

the withdrawal. 
Brackenbury Street resident Rob 

Nabben said it was a great out-
come for residents. 

"United wanted the wrong de-
velopment for the wrong site," Mr 
Nabben said. "This whole saga has 
reminded us that locals have to 

work together if we want to keep 
Warrandyte unique." 

Despite repeated efforts from 
the Diary to contact United since 
October, the petrol company has 
not provided any comment. 

An application to use and de-
velop the site at 1-3 Yarra St is 
still lo the early stages of assess,. 
menl 

The Q&A concluded with an ap-
peal from a representative of the 
Victorian Council of Churches to 
think about re-engagement (from 
the forum, or after a real fire), and 
to seek moral support if necessary. 

Afterwards, participants were giv-
en an opportunity to test their per-
formance under simulated stressed 
conditions . About 30 people took 
part in the useful test, which allowed 
them to experience the difficulty of 
performing a simple task in loud 
noise with restricted vision. 

Organisers noted there were differ-
ent levels of understanding during 
the forum with many resident s 
having clearly moved beyond 'aware-
ness ' to wanting more specific 
information. 

To that end, there will be a fol-
low-up to some of the unanswered 
questions on the WCA website- o, 
it's not a good idea to shelter under 
the bridge! 

The association 's new Warrandyte 
Fire Watch app was featured several 
times throughout the presentation. 

"I would urge residents to check 
out the app, especially as we lead 
into the summer,- Dick Davies said. 
"It creates a daily snapshot of weath-
er conditions and displays the day's 
fi re danger rating.' 

Viewers can also access Vic Roads 
information about road closures and 
traffic alerts. and receive CFA warn-
ings and incident updates." 

To see the WCA's new Fire Watch 
app, and for information about the 
'Be Ready Warrandyte - Living with 
Bushfire Risk' campaign. please visit 
the website: warrandyte.org.au 
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We wish you all compliments 
of the season. 

If you are buying a new car or other asset 
speak to us BEFORE you purchase to ensure 

appropriate taxation planning is in place. -
SOMERSAULTS, CARTWHEELS, 

HANDSTANDS & MORE. 

ABN: 90 397 584 604 

dead, dangerous & large tree specialist 
tree removals - tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal - storm damage - prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice - 24 hour service 

fully insured - experienced climber 

CALL THE PROPER LOPPER 
BEN ON 0417 364178 

Brian SpurT911 FCPA Oocal resident) and associate 
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention 

to all accounting/tax niqulrements and business advice. 

We will visit you. 
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Scientist under 01icroscope 
obody wants to get that phone call. The one telling 

you someone in your family has been diagnosed with a 
erious blood disorder. After hours searching the internet 

for answers to some very hard questions, CHERIE 
MOSELEN found herself left with little but hope. In October, 
Warrandyte resident and director of the Walter & Eliza Hall 
institute of Medical Research, Professor Douglas Hilton 
was awarded the 2013 Ramaciotti Medal for Excellence in 
Biomedical Research. When the Diary reporter sat down 
with the distinguished blood cell researcher to ask him 
about his work and the passion that inspired that recent 
onour, she discovered "hope" was a universal language. 
Cherie M: To give readers an 

idea of what you do Professor Hil-
ton, tell us about being part of a 
research team that made a crucial 
biomedical find in the I 980s? 

Prof Hilton: We were looking to 
1 olate a molecule that would con-
trol leukaemia cells and we identi-
fied a hormone that we cal led UF 
Oeukaemia inhibitory factor). 

We were able to get the amino 
acid sequence of the protein, we 
cloned the gene and we produced 
:t, but the amazing thing was that 
once we had enough to study, it 
only worked on one specific mouse 
leukaemia cell line. 

But as one door shut, another 
opened? 

Yes , science is an exciting roller 
coaster. A lot of the work that med-
ical research has done in the last 
30 years is to one by one delete 
genes and work out what they do, 
m d one of the ways to do that is by 
using embryonic stem cells. LIF has 
become hugely useful for growing 
stem cells. 

We published papers in Nature, 
the best journal for publishing sci-
ence, and scientists talked about it 
al l around the world . But in a way 
It was also unsatisfying because we 
were interested in blood cells and 
the research didn't have a lot to 
qy about how they are controlled . 

So things don't always go as 
planned. Still, it sounds like the 
thrill is in the journey? 

I think sometimes the public sees 
;;cience as being very technical -
you tick off all the steps and get 
the answer - whereas to me it is 
much more creative, like painting 
or writing. 

In many ways the hardest thing is 
to identify an interesting question, 
•ather than set out to find an an-
swer. A question that is unknown 
but tractable, because it's no point 
posing a question that we don't 
have the technology to answer. 

It's very addictive, wanting to 
understand something that nobody 
has understood before. And it's 
that sense of wonder and curiosity 
that dr ives you. 

As someone who has a relative 
undergoing treatment for a blood 
disorder, I know what it's like 
to hope that some researcher is 
passionately poring over a mi-
croscope. In your work, bow con-
scious are you of families at the 
other end? 

A few years ago there was the po-
tential for the federal government 

to cut the medical research budget , 
and there was a lot of discussion 
around it. 

Part of being the director of the 
Walter & Eliza Hall institute is that 
you have a stage for commenting 
on science policy. And one of the 
things that this budget crisis led 
me to think about is: what do we 
deliver for the community? 

Obviously, we try to deliver bet-
ter treatment for disease because 
of the research; the discoveries we 
make can be utilised here, leading 
to employment and manufacture, 
and so on . 

But something I had not really 
considered, until I started talking to 
families like yours who have been 
touched by a particular disease, is 
the idea of hope. 

I met a wonderful family - a moth-
er and daughter who came to one 
of our rallies to support medical 
research. The males in their family 
had all died from motor neuron dis-
ease, a debilitating and remorseless 
d isease, and I would have under-
stood that they might have felt let 
down by science. But they were the 
most passionate supporters and 
still hopeful , not for themselves, 
but for others. That's very inspir-
ing. 

You moved to Warrandyte as a 
young boy. Where did you go to 
school and was there a particular 
teacher who inspired you? 

My family emigrated from the UK 
when I was about five. 

First up we lived in Webb St, and 
then my parents bought a block of 
land in North Warrandyte. 

Dad grew up in Lancashire where 
there was no garden, and I remem-
ber on weekends he would walk 
around the perimeter of the prop-
erty, relishing that attachment with 
space and land and community. 
Like a lot of people who live here, 
we still feel that. 

I went to Warrandyte Primary and 
then to East Doncaster High. I had 
a fantastic biology teacher, Libby 
Holland, who taught me in Year 12, 
and we have kept in touch. I think 
behind every good scient ist there 
is a great science teacher ! 

H you could say one thing to a 
student that might excite him or 
her about becoming a researcher, 
what would it be? 

Someone who is just finishing 
school is looking at 40 to 50 years 
of working life. That's a long t ime 
if you feel stuck doing the same 
thing. 

Keen for change: Luisa, Georgia, Esha, Andy, Matt, Laura and Arie are tak-
ing part in the 'STOP. One Punch Can Kill ' rally this Sunday. 

Winding down on the weekend: Professor Hilton and Jesse enjoy a walk along the Yarra. 
To be able to follow my curios-

ity is something pretty special. I 
think it's an enormous privilege to 
be able to work with some of the 
smartest, most passionate people 
on something we feel very motivat-
ed about. So the one thing I would 
say is: look at it from the long term. 

Is Melbourne a good city to work 
in, if you're into biomedical re-
search? 

Melbourne is regarded as the 
place in Australia to do health and 
medical research. It's very rich 
because we have universities, insti-
tutes and hospitals which all bring 
a different flavour to research. 

And the teams w ithin our labs are 
multi-<:lisciplinary. 

In my division at the institute I 
have researchers with a PhD ma-
joring in cell biology/biochemistry, 

people who majored in mathe-
matics and computational science 
(because we need people who can 
understand large data sets and 
programs and display them in ways 
that are really intuitive), and clini-
cians who do patient care and then 
come across to work with us on 
those problems. 

Part of the richness is that you 
can bring all these people together 
who look at the universe in differ-
ent ways, whose skills allow you to 
tackle a really hard problem. 

What are you working on now 
that might help patients In the 
future? 

Part of my lab is working on one 
type of white blood cell called an 
eosinophil , which is very important 
in inflammatory and allergic diseas-
es, but we don 't know much about 

how the production of those cells 
is regulated or how they are acti-
vated. So we are picking them apart 
gene-by-gene, to consider which 
of these genes we might target for 
therapy. 

What do you think of the Idea 
that science is just too complex for 
most people? 

I think the community can under-
stand science - it just needs to be 
described in a way that is accessi-
ble. Australians adopt technology 
really quickly, they're excited by 
science but they don't want to be 
patronised. If there is a contentious 
technology I think most people are 
very good at weighing the pros and 
cons. 

It's not that the scientists have 
the answers, it's that scientists can 
contribute to the debate. 

Time to stop one punch rot 
By KARLY HICKMAN 
PEOPLE of all ages are uniting in an 
effort to raise awareness and impel 
immediate action in response to the 
devastating effects fatal one punches 
are having on the community. 

The 'STOP. One Punch Can Kill' ral-
ly will be held on Sunday (December 
15) at Manningham City Square to 
educate people on the issue as well 
as lobby the Victorian Government 
to immediately make changes to 
manslaughter sentencing legislation. 

"We need to stand up as a commu-
nity to let the government know that 
Victorian laws don't do enough to 
stop fatal one punch crimes," rally 
organiser and Manningham council-
lor Michelle Kleinert said. 

One punch assaults have killed 90 
people in Australia since 2000; a fig-
ure that does not reflect the alleged 

manslaughter of 22-year-old local 
man David Cassai on New Year's Eve 
last year. Cr Kleinert says it is person-
al connections with those affected by 
a fatal king hit that have urged her to 
take action to create a community 
that is aware, tolerant and respectful. 

"This is a peaceful rally against 
street violence, fatal one punches 
and the serious life-changing brain 
injuries which all leave a devastating 
effect on families, friends and the 
whole community." 

Cr Kleinert said her wish was to cre-
ate awareness and encourage a posi-
tive, safe environment where young 
people offer an open hand of friend-
ship rather than using their fists. 

"When you hear about another 
fatal one punch, the law needs to 
provide justice. It is time to set a new 
standard, it's time to 'fight' for those 

victims past and present who have 
died from these senseless crimes," 
Cr Kleinert said. 

The movement implores the Victo-
rian Government to follow legislative 
changes passed in New South Wales, 
Western Australia and Northern 
Territory to bring about far harsher 
penalties for one punch offenders. 

Cr Kleinert hopes the rally will 
bring about necessary changes to 
community standards, the judicial 
system and to acknowledge and 
stand up for those deceased who 
will never be given the opportunity 
to defend themselves. 
e The STOP. One Punch Can Kill 

rally wUl be he ld at Mannlngbam 
City Square, 687 Doncuter Rd, 
Doncaster, on Sunday, December 
15, from l .30pm-4pm. People are 
urged to Uke the Facebook page. 
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Meet Jim, our 
new mayor 
Bi, MICHELLE PINI 
HEIDE ward 
councillor Jim 
Grivokostopou-
los has been 
elected Mayor 
of Manningham 
for the next 12 
months follow-
ing a vote at 
council's annual 
general meeting 
recently. 

Cr Grivokost-
opoulos said the appointment was 
a privilege and an honour. 

"Being Mayor will give me the rare 
opportunity to meet with residents 
from very diverse backgrounds and 
with a wide range of interests ," the 
new Lord Mayor said. 

As the first Manningham mayor of 
Greek heritage, Cr Grivokostopou-
los is keen to build upon the multi-
cultural focus of former mayor, Cr 
Jennifer Yang. 

"Almost 35 per cent of Manning-
ham's residents were born over-
seas, and come from more than 140 
countries . This cultural diversity is 
one of our strengths and something 
to be celebrated," he said. 

Beast in the bush 
Mullum Mullum ward 's Sophy Gal-

bally is the new Deputy Mayor and 
said she would like to use the role 
as "a platform for the protection 
of the character of our low density 
zones, as well as the reduction of 
Manningham's carbon footprint". 

"My desire is to encourage the 
use of solar panels and green cones 
for homeowners, to help reduce en-
ergy costs and landfill," Cr Galbally 
said. 

~'C>-0Village 
::. Green 

IT was some time around Christ-
mas last year when Diary staffer 
Jan Tindale saw the strange black 
animal emerging from the bush 
on her property in Browns Road, 
North Warrandyte, adjacent to the 
Warrandyte State Park. 

Jan said: "About 10 o'clock in 
the morning I went out onto my 
balcony. I was answering the 
phone. Then I saw it. It was a 
large black animal, rolling in the 
grass. It was as big as a kelpie 
dog, but it wasn't a dog. It had 
a cat-like head and a bushy tail 
like a fox. But it wasn't a fox. It 
was definitely black. With a long 
bushy tail that it dragged along 
the ground. 

"Suddenly it looked directly at 
me. We just stared at each other. 
There was something strange 
about its eyes. They were green; 
they almost glowed. The pupils 
were black slits. Suddenly I real-
ised it was something I had never 
seen before. 

"I went inside for my camera, 
and when I came back it was stlll 
there; about 30m away. It had 
turned around, as though it had 
sensed movement in the bush. It 
crouched, as though preparing to 
pounce," Jan explained. 

"Quickly I took as many photos 
as I could, then watched It slip 
away into the thick bush. Later, 
I went down to explore where 
it had been. The grass had been 
flattened but I could find no other 
trace of Its fasslng. I haven't seen 
any trace o it since. 

"I told my family about it, but 
they told me I probably saw some-
thing else. So, at the time I dido 't 
tell anyone else. 

"Then nearly a year later I 
told former Warrandyte police 
sergeant Keith Walker about It. I 
showed him the photos. He said It 
looked more like a panther." 

It la more than IO years since the 

local 

Big cat or feral moggy? The creature is said to be much bigger than your average cat. (Picture Jan Tindale} 
Diary followed up a Manninghan 
Leaderreportofanotherstrange 
animal seen In the Warrandyte 
area. 

AccordinJ( to the Leader (August 
27, 2003): Warrandyte residents 
should have an open mind and 
carry a camera with them at all 
tlme&-just In case they see a Tas-
manian Tiger, Tasmanian Tiger 
researcher Michael Moss sars. 

Mr Moss made the suggestion 
after Freedom of Information doc-
uments released to him revealed 
63 possible sightings of the animal 
In Victoria in the past 25 years. 

Those figures included about 20 
sightings-several at close range 
In broad daylight-at Warrandyte 
State Park. 

"I believe they (fasmanian 
Tigers) are passing through War-
randyte ... they're carnivores and 
they have got huge territories 
which they pass through when 
they're looking for food," Mr Moss 
told the Leader. 

Taking Mr Moss at his word, the 
Diary sent staff photographer 
Stephen Reynolds out on assign-
ment throughout Warrandyte with 

a brief to photograph as many 
Thylacines (fasmanian Tigers) as 
he could find. He came back with 
some remarkable pictures, shot at 
such iconic sites around Warran-
dyte as Pound Bend, the Grand 
Hotel and The Bakery. 

We must now go back to the 
Diary of February 1998 to a fea-
ture story written by reporter 
Julie Murray to discover earlier 
Thylacine sightings in the Warran-
dyte area. 

She wrote: Jacky Law, a resident 
who managed the canteen at the 
high school for many years, was 
picking her daughter up from a 
friend's place in Trezise St in 1979 
when she caught a glimpse of the 
rear of an unknown animal. 

"I didn't see the head," she 
told the Diary. "What stood out 
was the long striped tail. It was 
certainly not a cat's tall. It was 
beige-brown In colour and there 
was a harshness or stiffness about 
it. I remember the awkwardness 
of the rear. I had never seen any-
thing like this before." 

Julie further reported: 
Bob and Trish Mllllngton of Kan-

garoo Ground have also had two 
independent sightings .. .. Trish 
and her son Gareth, while walking 
at dusk, saw an animal crossing 
Pigeon Bank Rd. Their immediate 
reaction was to look at each other 
and say, "Did we just see what we 
just saw?" 

Twelve months (before that), 
Bob Millington saw a similar crea-
ture crossing to Kangaroo Ground 
Rd from Pigeon Bank Rd during 
daylight hours. Their descriptions 
were exactly the same: "Little 
ears, black stripes on the rear and 
tapering down to a long thin tail. 
Bigger than a large dog with the 
lean look of a greyhound." (Bob 
Millington is a former editor of 
the Diary and a noted Melbourne 
journalist.) 

So if you are out and about 
In and around Warrandyte this 
Christmas break, keep your eyes 
open ... and your camera ready. 

And don't drink too much. 
CLIFF GREEN 

• Have you seen anything? Email us 
at info@warrandytediary.com.au if you 
have anything mysterious to report. 

Almost end of 
the road for 
Hill residents 
Bi, MICHELLE PINI 
MELBOURNE Hill Rd residents and 
Manningham council are on the 
verge of finding a mutually accept-
able solution to ongoing flooding 
problems in the area. 

After collective ratepayer re-
jection of Manningharn council's 
costly original drainage scheme, a 
Community Reference Panel was 
established and has worked coop-
eratively with council officers to 
address the problem. 

The panel representatives , 40 per 
cent of whom are flood-affected, 
presented a detailed , staged imple-
mentation solution for the consid-
eration of council at a consultative 
meeting in early eptember. 

The plan represents a significant 
cost reduction to that of the orig-
inal council proposal and has the 
backing of most ratepayers in the 
catchment. A new meeting date for 
further discussions was set to be 
announced as the Diary went to 
print. 

Community concerns with coun-
cil's original scheme included 
impact to the amenity of the catch-
ment area, as well as the high cost 
to ratepayers. The panel also drew 
attention to omissions in council"s 
cost estimates which could result 
in further costs to residents. since 
geo-technic and environmental im-
pact statements had not yet been 
undertaken. 

Spokesperson for the residents' 
group, Mr Peter Hookey. told the 
Diary. "We are confident our pro, 
posal delivers a more effective 
solution at a significantly reduced 
cost and have been eagerly await-
ing the next meeting with council 
and engineers to hear their re-
sponse." 

Manningham·s Mr Carbone said: 
"Council officer investigations are 
nearing completion and the second 
meeting of the reference panel has 
been scheduled." 

ak.com.au Loe,a,l sp£e,ia,ls, sa,l£s a,n.tL off£rs1 
Discover local businesses and support local jobs. Updated daily. 
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Population growth 
concerns 
Dear Editor, 

The late t projections for 
Au ·tralia' popu lation (The 
Age, 1 ovember 27) m ade 
me choke on my break fa t 
cereal , but nothing like what 
the population growth will do 
to choke our roads and our 
hospi tal queues. 

Current re·ponses to aug-
ment transport and health 
infra tructure will ameliorate 
only a tiny part of the prob-
lem. It will do nothing to stem 
the depletion of ·our" limited 
natural resources of water, 
clean air, fisheries , and bush 
land. 

And what of our res ponsi-
bility to share those precious 
resources with all the other 
species that depend on them? 

Australia's projected popula-
tion growth i a more cer tain 
threat to our way of life than 
climate change, and it is more 
within our control. 

( 

dear diary ~, 
Letters to the Diary on local 
topics are welcome. They may 
be edited for reasons of style, 
length or legality. 

The difficulty is that our gov-
ernments are unashamed bar-
racker for it. The growth in 
people and their consumption 
habi ts are common factors 
in all our environmental and 
m any of society 's challeng-
es. Ever y single effort being 
made to reduce individual's 
u e of resources or quantity 
of waste will be quickly made 
ineffective as the populat ion 
grows. 

Please stop the growth-push-
ers as they are the greatest 
threat to the lives of our chil-
dren and all the other beauti-
ful species that call Australia 
home. 

Ian Penrose 
North Warrandyte 

60th anniversary 
Dear Diary, 

Well-known Warrandyte 
identities , Tom and Ruby 
( fondly known as Popsy) 
Bone, celebrated thei r 60th 
wedding anniversary on o-
v ember 21 with family and 
friends . Among them were 
Ruby 's brother and sister-in-
law Roy and Joyce Wagner, her 
sister Iona Hartog, good friend 
and musician Bella Wilkie and 
daughter Heather Jameson. 

Ruby came to live in Warran-
dyte in 1929 with her parents 
and siblings where they made 
a living as market gardeners 
and orchardists at the si te 
now occupied by t h e War-
randyte State Park at Pound 
Bend. 

Tommy arrived in Australia 
in 1952 as a 21-year-old from 
Scotland. They married in 

1953 and purchased their 
home in Keen Avenue where 
they raised their three sons 
and daughter. 

T hey are proud to advise 
they have 12 grandchildren 
and seven great grandchil-
dren. 

Heather Jameson 

SELECT~ 
MET AL ROOFING PTY LTD 

Licensed Roof Plumbers 

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks 
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks 
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation 

9844 3619-0411267490 
selectmeta lroof@optusnet.com. au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com .au 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Riverside Gowns 
New & Custom Made 

Professional Design & Dressmaking 
Clothing Alterations 
Ph0419158144or98441905 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement SeNice 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 

Massive subdivision 
By MICHELLE PINI 
Photos by CLAIRE PINI 
IN a provocative and clever 
move, the committee of the 
newly incorporated Warran-
dyte Sporting Group (WSG) 
has voted to sell off prime 
property allotments at War-
randyte Reserve. 

The 303 real estate parcels, 
" some with river frontage" , 
will sell for between $50 and 
$ 1230 in a bid to raise capital 
for a scoreboard and fit-out 
costs for the new sporting 
facility at the reserve. 

David Dyason, spokesperson 
for the group, said the allot-
ments "were very reasonably 
priced, in accordance with 
size and location " and de-
scribed the sale as a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to own 
a piece of Warrandyte. 

The brainchild of fundrais-
i ng organiser Dinah Ward , 
the " real estate allotments" 
are actually handcrafted tiles 
that will form an abstract rep-
resentation of the Warrandyte 
township, and grace the foyer 

of the new sporting facility at 
Warrandyte Reserve. 

The new sporting complex, 
designed by local architect 
Ross Henry, is due to open in 
April and will house Warran-
dyte junior and senior football 
clubs as well as Warrandyte 
netball and cricket clubs . 
The facility will be managed 
by the volunteer-run WSG, 
established to oversee the 
operations of the new sports 
club centre. 

Created by local ceramic 
artist Jane Annois and assist-
ed by Eltham artist Mary Lou 
Pittard, the three-dimension-
al, abstract mural will be made 
up of individually handcrafted 
tiles in earthy tones and of 
varying sizes and depths. 

"I was immediately drawn to 
the project as it's a Warran-
dyte endeavour and a wonder-
ful facility for the community," 
Ms Annois said. 

The artwork has been fash-
ioned to complement the 
starkly modern lines of Ross 
Henry's building design and 

J R U f W Q Q D Design 

Sustainable 

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE 

MASTUl:&UR..DUtS 

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119 
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au 

www.truewood.com.au 

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS 
U§ ,--~J,. 

Economical Repairs to: 
TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones, 
Eledronic Equipment, Appliances 

Computers: Laptops & Desktops 
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup 
Virus Removal , Wi-Fi 
Broodbond lnstollotion 

Telephones: 
Moves, New Batteries 
Extra Phone Sockets 
ACA Licensed Cobler 

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360 

WARRAN DYTE 
EXTENSIONS 

Renovations • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Phone Andrew on 9844 0068 or 0411114 012 

for Local Quality Workmanship wilh Over 30 Years Trode Experience. 
www.warrandyteextensions.com.au 

was inspired by the works of 
acclaimed visual artists, Paul 
Klee and Gerhard Richter. 

People will have an oppor-
tunity to support the sport-
ing group by purchasing a 
tile and owning "a piece of 
Warrandyte" in perpetuity. 
Each individual tile will be 

handcrafted and personalised 
with the purchaser's desired 
inscription. 

The unique showpiece will 
measure 2.8 metres high and 
2.1 metres wide over two inter-
connecting panels in the facil-
ity's foyer. Ms Ward explained, 
"The idea evolved from the 
concept of selling clay bricks 
into creating one-of-a-kind 
tiles designed by Jane to form 
a 'map' of Warrandyte." 

David Dyason said: "The 
massive, Warrandyte subdi-
vision real estate release is 
planned to coincide with the 
'Run Warrandyte' fun run on 
February 2, 2013". 

The project's completion 
date is aimed for the first at-
home football match in early 
April. Mr Dyason added that 
the allotments are strictly 
limited and any further sub-
division would be allowed by 
"permit only". 

For details visit : www. 
warrandytesports.com.au or 
contact Dinah Ward on 0410 
399 037. 

DIARY MINI ADS 
CIVIL CELEBRANT: Weddings, 
namings and renewals. All areas. 
Bruce Shand, JP. Phone 98796726. 
www.bruceshand .com.au 
AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189. 
MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
Weddings, namings and funerals. 
Personalised service. Suzie Gordon 
0457 084 467. 
CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely, in style and comfort. 
Airporttransfers, Parties, Weddings. 
City and Suburb to Suburb. Up to 
6 passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801 . 
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943 
or leave a message on 9722 2592 
DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified 
structural, civil and geotechnical 
draftsman, 32 yrs. (Autocad 25yrs}. 
Ring Ian 0401050191. 
MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024. 
THE TRAVELLING VET House 
calls for cats and dogs. Standard 
consultation fees. Call Dr Fiona Wall 
on 98441900. 

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409137246. 
PHILLIP ISLAND Cape Woolamai 
3 bedroom Townhouse (sleeps 6). 
Fully self contained. Close to surf 
and safety beaches. Phone owner 
0433 572 355. 
HOUSE WANTED Six New Zea-
land potters looking for house 
to rent or look after for one week 
during the Pottery Expo, 19-26 Feb 
2014. Contact Jane Annois 9844 
2337, 0422 942 216. 
HOUSE WANTED Small house 
or cottage in Warrandyte required 
for a mature professional female 
to rent. Ex ref, Phone Liz Stilwell 
0415 665 822. 
HOUSE PAINTING Call your local 
painter for friendly and efficient 
service. No job too small. Seniors 
discount available. Phone Clint's 
Progressive Painting Service 9844 
4969 or 0424 731 830. 
POTTERY CLASSES Summer 
School in Warrandyte 6,7,9 and 
13, 14 and 15 january. Six sessions 
$300 includes clay and firing. Jane 
Annois 9844 2337, 0422 942 216. 
WANT A MINI AD? $5.50 for 4 
lines, then $1 each additional line, 
prepaid. Phone 9844 0555. 

~--. MP.Mathews 

Plumbi 
Specialising in: "19 

• New sewer connections 
• Drainage - Sewer & Storm Water 

• Water Tanks • Roofing & Guttering 
• Gas Fitting • Hot Water Systems 

Free Quotes - Lie No 33341 
Call Mick 

0417 752 952 



LocalYak offers an online 
solution for local b·usiness 

1fll' 
HOME GROUND 

ADVANTAGE 

WATCHING helplessly as many 
small businesses in the area 
have struggled and closed 
shop inspired Warrandyte 
entrepreneurs Gary Birkett 
and Lloyd Hill to begin a new 
venture that provides another 
option for small businesses to 
better promote their services 
online. 

In a world spawning a nev-
er-ending supply of market-
ing options and advertising 
avenues, Gary says LocalYak 
(www.localyak.com.au) is 
an inexpensive, simple and 
localised online concept that 
provides Warrandyte and 
surrounding businesses with 
an online marketing tool that 
they'll find easy to control and 
update. 

"It's simple, really," Gary told 
the Diary. "We're trying to get 
members of our community 
to really support our local 
businesses . It's important 
because if we don't support 
them, we'll lose them and the 
character of the shops we've 
always had here." 

businesses with a simple, 
effective and affordable on-
line solution, but it connects 
well and complements local 
businesses that go down the 
more traditional avenue of 
advertising through the War-
randyte Diary. 

"There is no doubt the Diary 
is a long-serving, tried and 
true avenue for local busi-
nesses to get results , and it's 
starting to do some wonderful 
new things in giving its adver-
tisers and readers plenty more 
value. The Diary is about our 
stories, the community, and is 
a great traditional platform to 
promote everything that's go-
ing on in the local community 
includin~ what businesses are 
offering, Gary says . 

"LocalYak is complement-
ing this with a really locally 
focused online promotional 
avenue that is affordable to 
all small businesses. LocalYak 
gives our businesses a voice in 
a centralised location online 
to let locals know exactly what 
they have on offer." 

Gary moved to Warrandyte 
more than 20 years ago, back 
in the day when Harry Heath 's 
opened up, he told the Diary. 

"I helped Geoff Heath set 
up the original store with 
the shelving and stock, and 
worked there as the night 
manager for a period of time 
while studying programming," 
says Gary, who these days is 
involved with the local SES 
and is entrenched in the local 
community with his family. He 
and his wife Emma have three 
children, Spencer, Darcie and 
Fraser, and live near Ander-
son's Creek Primary School. 

LocalYak.com.au is a cen-
tralised website available to 
all local businesses to help 
improve their exposure in 
the community. Businesses 
can upload their offerings 
in real-time. Customers can 
access the site via PC, tablet 
or smartphone, to see what 
their local businesses are 
offering, without the legwork. 
Customers can also register 
for free allowing them to leave 
comments with businesses, 
and save and watch their 
favourites. 

New venture: Gary Birkett has launched LocalYak.com.au 

"I love Warrandyte, it's our 
home," Gary says. "And I'm 
excited that Warrandyte is the 
first cab off the rank for Loca-
lYak, which we plan to do big 
things with beyond here for 
other communities. There are 
now more than 30 local busi-
nesses involved and getting 
great value from their listing. 
These include our supermar-
ket , retail stores, restaurants , 
local cafes, tradesmen and 
now the Warrandyte Diary." 

"Locally owned businesses 
define the unique character 
of our community and play 
a vital factor in the overall 
satisfaction of where we live 
and the value of our proper-
ty. Many of these businesses 

contribute to local causes 
by supporting our schools 
and local sports clubs with 
sponsorship and donations," 
Gary says. 

Having run their own suc-
cessful business in Warrandyte 
for over 10 years creating cus-
tomised online training appli-
cations nationally, Gary says 
it is disappointing to see some 
of our local businesses either 
struggling or winding up . 

Clyde's 
Conundrum 
Bill Brown, Willy White and Roger 
Red attend a Warrandyte Community 
Association meeting. Each wears a tie. 
The ties are the colours of their names 
but no man's tie matches his name. 
Bill Brown asks the man with the white 
tie if he has a fire plan, but Bill is deaf 
and can't hear the answer. What is the 
colour of each man's tie? 

Solution next issue (February). 

"We've watched many store 
owners come and go in the 
area," Gary told the Diary. 
"Often they find it difficult to 
compete with the advertising 
from larger companies and 
rely heavily on foot traffic for 
sales. Some have websites to 
promote their wares but most 
customers don't take time to 
look at them." 

But he believes LocalYak 
not only provides our local 

• For more information visit 
www.localyak.com.au or call 
Gary on 0417 352 399. 

Pet minding in your home 
including house security - have peace 

of mind while you are away 
pets fed, mail brought in, 

bins tended to, pot plants watered 
Phone Di 

0417 018 729 
di-y@live.com.au 

Regular dog walking service 
available. 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS 

G HIGH-TECH ONLIN 

0 

DIARY ADVERTISING DEADLINE: COPY CLOSES LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

8peciallat ... group toun to rural,._ 
,... .............. -... --....... -....... --,;.., ____ .....,,,,._. --

RIDE-ON MOWING 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

* Large Residential blocks * Free Quotes * Local * Reliable * Independent Contractor 

CONTACT JEFF 
0404 572 085 9844 5792 

Su PAINTING 
External and Internal 

5 years guarantee 
Insured public liability 

0431 276 024 

STONEHOUSE 
GALLERY 

EXHIBITION CALENDAR 201 1 
DECEMBER 'Wrapped in Christmas' Gifts for everyone 
JANUARY 'Australia from the Heart to the Coast' 

Landscapes by Linda MacAulay and 
Seascapes by Jacki Burke 
Meet the artists: Sunday, January 12, 2-4pm 

FEBRUARY 'Stonehouse Gallery Tertiary Ceramic Students' 
Encouragement Award' 

SPECIAL ART & NEW GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS-OPEN DAILY 10am-5pm 
103 Yarra St, Warrandyte 9844 3629 www.stonehousegallery.com 

Marcus 
Clifton 
04ll 139 420 
Fax: 9844 3706 
20 years experience 
in the area 

Painter<,-
Decorator 
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Checkout 
our new bar 
Tap beers 
with pots starting at $2.50 

Happy Hour Friday 4-7pm 
$2 pots $2 red wine $2 white wine 

$5 coronas $4 basic spirits 
And cocktails from our new range at $8 a pop 

Book now for Christmas Day 
Phone 9844 0325 

104 MELBOURNE HILL ROAD, WARRANDYTE 

Do you think you hc1ve whc1t it 
tc1kes .. . ? 

If you have a basic knowledge 
of the tune of 

''The 12 clays of Christmas", 
come clown to see our 

Christmas window and serenade us 
with our homegrown version 

of the song. 
Our fuvourite rendition w!II 

win cl $200 voucher to 
spend In our store. 

n,a""~ t1O1A. to aLL OIA.r wo~erfu.L e1ASto~rs for 
aMt~er b1ASt1 a~ SIA.eeessfu.L t1ear. 

Wt WLS~ t1O1A. a Vtrt1 MtYYt1 C~nst~ a~ Loo~ 
forwar~ to prov~i.~ aLL t1O1A.r je,weLLtrt1 

req 1A.t.rt~Vits t"" :un. 4 

90 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte. Phone: 9844 4600 

Santa is coming l=«I 
with the CFA CFA 

WONGAPARK 
(CROYDON HILLS) 

Saturday 21 December 
from 12pm 

WARRANDYTE 
(DONCASTER EAST, 

TEMPLESTOWE) 
Sunday 15 December 

from 9.30am 

SOUTH WARRANDYTE 
(PARK ORCHARDS, 

DONVALE, 
NORTH RINGWOOD & 

WARRANWOOD) 
Sunday 22 December 

from 9am 

NORTH 
WARRANDYTE 

Sunday 22 December 
from 9.30am 

111/s year santa has been doing his CFA nm for 41 years/ 
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There's no place like hoIDe 
It has been seven years 
since Ryan Smith was 
elected as our Member for 
Warrandyte. Diary reporter 
KARLY HICKMAN visited 
Parliament recently to chat 
with our local member and 
Minister for Environment, 
Climate Change and Youth 
Affairs as we say farewell 
to another year and pre-
pare for the beginning of a 
new one. 
KARLY: Hello Ryan. Can you tell 
us what Warrandyte means to you 
after seven years as our member? 

RYAN: I can. Warrandyte is a com-
munity unlike any other in metro-
politan Melbourne with its country 
feel. One of the many things I have 
said in parliament is that Warran-
dyte works so well because every-
one speaks to one another and is 
willing to lend a helping hand . We 
need to foster this view of Warran-
dyte to the younger generations 
and new residents to ensure it 
continues . 

Speaking of future generations, 
what would you personally like 
to see for Warrandyte in years to 
come? 

I think it is important to see the 
continuation of residents becoming 
part of the community through get-
ting involved in community activi-
ties such as theatre groups, and the 
sports groups such as the football 
clubs and netball club. I also be-
lieve there is a lot of untapped po-
tential in Warrandyte - we should 
embrace the unique community 
vibe by running more communi-
ty-led events to encourage visitors 
and residents alike to spend time 
in our beautiful surrounds and sup-
port local businesses. 

No one would disagree with that 
- we do have beautiful surrounds. 
So what would you say is your fa-
vourite part of Warrandyte? 

There are so many aspects of 
Warrandyte that I love, but first to 
mind is the vibrancy of the main 
street. The hard work done by the 
Warrandyte Business Association 
has contributed to making the main 
street a vibrant meeting place and 
hub for the community. I also love 
the parochial Warrandyte Football 
Club supporters and try to get 
down to games as much as I can. 

On a more serious note, what do 

Keeping an eye on things: Member for Warrandyte Ryan Smith with John Merritt (CEO of the EPA) and scientist 
Leon Metzeling after recently launching the Yarra Watch program. The new program provides up-to-date informa-
tion on the health of the Yarra River. For more visit www.epa.vic.gov.au/yarrawatch 

you feel are the key issues facing contentious topic to Warrandy- preserve our green spaces, but we 
Warrandyte? tians. lo your opinion, what are also need to acknowledge the role 

I believe the No. l challenge is the most important facts every Green Wedge private landowners 
preserving Warrandyte while en- resident should know in relation play in preserving these spaces for 
hancing its vibrancy. We will need to this topic? the community. I am confident in 
to balance the natural beauty of State Government believes local local government understanding 
Warrandyte with the concept of government should have the prin- the needs of the environment and 
revitalization. As a community, we ciple role in determining what is their local communities. As I al-
will need to make decisions that appropriate for local communities. ways have been, I am committed to 
are supported by the majority to I feel I am in sync with what local representing the community's val-
ensure that everyone is brought on councillors and the community ues and interests into the future. 
the journey. believe the planning provisions How would you say your in-

Planning changes are always a should be. We absolutely need to volvement in the Warrandyte 

community has shaped your role 
as the Minister for Environment 
and Climate Change? 

My portfolio is broad and my 
intimate knowledge of the local 
communities I serve has helped 
me to make decisions that impact 
communities throughout the state. 
I look after weed and fire risk man-
agement for the State and having 
had events such as Black Saturday 
come so close to our doorstep has 
given me a thorough understand-
ing of how serious issues of fuel 
load and bushfires are. Similarly. 
living so close to the Yarra and 
benefitting from canoeing parts of 
it with key Warrandyte identities 
Ian Penrose, Keith Walker and John 
Boyle has given me an intimate un-
derstanding of just how important 
our river's water quality is. This 
has helped shape my focus on the 
Yarra and the development of The 
Cleaner Yarra River & Port Phillip 
Bay Action Plan. 

So what legacy would you like to 
leave for Warrandyte? 

I have been very happy to help 
facilitate the development at the 
Warrandyte Reserve which, once 
finished, will be a huge achieve-
ment to all those who helped bring 
it all together, as well as being 
a great asset to the Warrandyte 
community. I would like to see the 
vibrancy of Warrandyte to continue 
through the great work of the War-
randyte Business Association and 
by people supporting and respect-
ing their local businesses and all 
the hard work that they do. I will 
also continue to advocate for the 
local schools to be brought up to a 
higher standard. 

And is it easy for Warrandyte 
residents to get in touch with you? 

I value my role in being able to 
talk to people and being part of 
community decisions, rather than 
necessarily leading them. Any 
elected person should be active in 
their local community groups and 
clubs to make themselves aware of 
the issues facing residents. I feel 
lucky that the Warrandyte commu-
nity is so engaged and work so well 
at keeping each other and myself 
informed about what matters to 
them. 

Thanks for your time. 
Thank you, and I wish the Diary 

readers a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Residents can contact Ryan 
through the contact page of his 
website www.ryansmith.com.au or 
by calling his office on 9870 7396. 

• Next issue: Q&A with WCA 
president Dick Davies. 

Winners are grinners as locals clean up at awards 
By VAL POLLEY and 
scon PODMORE 
WARRANDYTE businesses, groups 
and community members have been 
racking up the awards in recent 
months, including CreekSide, Quin-
ton's SUPA lGA, and born-and-raised 
former Warrandyte resident Chris 
Chapman. 

CreekSide in Warrandyte has re-
ceived another accolade, this time 
awarded the 2013 Housing Institute 
of Victoria's Special Purpose Housing 
Award. The five, two bedroom villa 
development located in Harris Gully 
Road met with the judges' highest 
approval. The modern kitchens and 
individual colour schemes leading to 
a clean modern finish and the exter-
nal finishes creating a harmonious 
look came in for praise. 

The judges' comments included: 
"Although the site had quite a fall, 
this was overcome by clever excava-
tion and use of retaining walls ... with 
the ageing population, it is refreshing 
to see a development like this one 
positioned in a well-established area. 
The Individual design of each unit 
has adequately addressed the needs 
of the end user - single-level, low 
maintenance and open plan living." 

The residents and the board of the 
Warrandyte Community Retirement 
Housing Cooperative say they are 
delighted to receive the award. A 

Big winner: Julie Quinton. 

community project by the Coop over 
several years, they say it is gratifying 
that the work by local architect Adie 
Courtney, landscape designer Bev 
Hanson and board members, as well 
as the high quality building work 
by Costas Constructions, has been 
acknowledged yet again. 

The board considers the award par-
ticularly prestigious as it recognises 
the special purpose component of 

High praise: Creekside's villas. 

the development. 
"The outcome has exceeded all 

our expectations," board chairman 
Andrew Yen says. "Not only with the 
development, but also the strong 
sense of community amongst the 
residents." As the Victorian finalist, 
the project will go on to compete 
against similar projects in the 2014 
HIA Australian Housing Awards in 
Queensland next year. The project is 

Sales gun: Chris Chapman. 

also showcased in the current HIA's 
Top Homes magazine of 2013-14. 

The board says the project would 
not have succeeded without broad 
community support and assistance 
from the Warrandyte Community 
Bank, Lions Club, Manningham 
council and others. The board says 
it has been made aware there is still 
demand for retirement housing with-
in the community. How to meet this 

need remains a challenge. 
Elsewhere, Julie Quinton's lGA 

team was the big winner at the inau-
gural Manningham Business Excel-
lence Awards held on ovember 14. 

Quinton's SUPA IGA first scored a 
win in the Contribution to Commu-
nity Business of the Year Award but 
then achieved the biggest honour 
of the evening, the Business of the 
Year award. 

"We were so shocked to be awarded 
Manningham's Business of the Year 
2013. Never expected that one," Julie 
told the Diary. 

"We are absolutely thrilled to have 
acknowledgement of all the hard 
work we are doing." 

Warrandyte was well represented 
on the night with Janelle Wareham"s 
Riveresque being a finalist in the 
Small Business of the Year and Rush 
and Hampshire Barris ters and <r 
licitors a finalist in the Innovation 
Business of the Year category. 

Meanwhile, the name Chapman is 
as big as they come in Warrandyte 
and Fletcher 's real estate agent 
Chris Chapman put the family name 
in lights on a grand scale recently 
when presented with the presti-
gious honour of being announced 
Residential alesperson of the Year 
(non-principal) at the REIY Award 
for Excellence 2013 at the Palladium 
Room. Crown. 
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Having a ball at the festival 
By CHERIE MOSELEN 
WARRANDYTE' biggest event is 
back on the horizon - it will be mar-
vellous, it will be mayhem, and as 
usual it will be 1arch. 

The 2014 annual village festival will 
be held across the weekend of March 
21-23 under the banner, 'Let's have a 
ball: celebrating good sports '. 

In Au tralia, where devotion to ball 
sports i comparable to religious 
fervor in many households, plenty 
of family weekends are spent on 
somewhat hallowed grounds. 

However. this festival theme isn 't 
just about celebrating players on 
our footy fields and tennis courts. It 
is also a shout-<>ut to the caring and 
·indhearted, the "good sports" in 
our community. 

Organisers have invited represen-
tatives from sLx Warrandyte sporting 
clubs to head up next year's Grand 
Parade as festival monarchs. They 
will come from the Warrandyte 
Basketball Association, as well as 
Warrandyte·s football , junior foot-
ball , cricket, netball and tennis clubs. 

Once again, live music will feature 
fast and furious when the Friday 
night Battle of the Bands kicks off the 
entertainment at Siggants Reserve 
on March 21. Food , soft drink and 
water will be available on the night 
and the event is free. 

Young local talent who want to 
test out the sound gear and possi-
bly win the top prize - a recording 
studio session - should contact 
c0-<>rdinator Ben Dennis at music@ 
warrandytefestival.org. 

Throughout the weekend , both 
the main and riverbank stages are 
geared to feature a mix of live acts 
that will keep audiences entertained 
through to final performances on 
Sunday evening. 

Local bands such as The Scrim-
shaw Four and Mother are back, 
and the buzz is around that eight-
piece band Eagle and the Worm, and 
Echo Drama will add to the talented 
lineup. 

Festival food is always a highlight, 
and each year a different taste temp-
tation awaits. 

Ever bought coconut ice cream 
from a man on a solar-powered zebra 
bicycle before? 

Next year's event promises new 
delights in a range of flavours as well 
as healthy options that include meat 
and vegetarian paellas. 

'' L-l=T"5 HAVI= 

AMl-k''~ 

CELEBRATING GOOD SPORTS 

marke t@warrandytefest ival .org . 
Applications close Friday, February 
28, 2014. 

festival weekend so that it's ready to 
go when people arrive." 

Ms Courtney also thanked those 
who bought a fes tival sausage at 
Quinton's SUPA IGA lately. 

Each year the Warrandyte Festi-
val Art and Craft Market offers a 
unique array of home grown, home 
sewn, hand made art and craft goods 
for sale in a friendly and colourful 
atmosphere. The market supports 
artists and crafts people who create 
their own items, produce and art in 
Australia 

To reflect the character of its 
community, the Warrandyte Festival 
deli berately steers away from me-
chanical rides , instead choosing the 
charm of events such as the waters-
lide and ever-popular billycart race. 

However, that doesn't mean organ-
isers are behind the times. 

"Proceeds from our two sausage 
sizzles will go towards bringing back 
the Dreaming Space, which was one 
of last year's most popular festival 
events," she said . "So we are grateful 
to all our festival friends in the com-
munity for their continued support." 

CFA Open Day success 

Costs to hold a stall are $80 for both 
days, and $50 for Saturday or Sunday 
only. Application forms are available 
online at www.warrandytefestival. 
org. li more info is required email : 

A festival iPhone app designed by 
Warrandyte resident Chris Padgham 
will be launched next February. 

"The a pp wi ll feature program 
information and ouUine who's who 
on stage at any given time," festival 
president Adie Courtney told the 
Diary. "It wi ll be free and we rec-
ommend it be downloaded prior to 

A mix of family entertainment that 
includes all-<lay circus play, magic 
acts and story telling, Adie said she 
was hopeful the free activity would 
be returning. 

• For information on a ll th ings 
Warrandyte Festival visit www. 
warrandytefestival.org. 

THE Warrandyte CFA opened 
its doors to the community and 
other local fire brigades for its 
annual Open Day last month. De-
spite the weather, several locals 
turned out for a chance to talk 
about their fire plans and fire 
safety with brigade members. 

The South Warrandyte CFA 
tanker was there to run through 
a bum-over drill, North Warran-
dyte CFA bad its llghtlng unit on 
display and many children en-
joyed a go on the fire hose and 
climbing around the fire trucks 
and checking out the equipment. 

MASSIVE WARRANDYTE SUBDIVISION 
I • 303 BLOCKS, SOME WITH RIVER FRONTAGE 

Once in a lifetime opportunily to purchase iconic real-estate. ReseNe your purchase now at 
www.warrondytesports.eom.au/warrondyte/subdivision 

This unique ceramic mural, to be created by local artists, will adorn the entrance of the new 
Warrandyte Sporting Pavilion. Any of these coloured tiles can be yours and wi ll shaw 

your support of Warrandyte Sports. 
Each coloured tile represents an opportunity to stamp your family's name permanentty into 

the fabric of our sporting culture. ReseNe yours novv. Numbers are limited . 

~upparf your club el s Warrandyte 

PcPmtfS 



December 2013 Warrondyte Diary l l 

Merry 
Christmas 
from the Diary 
ANOTHER year down and big changes 
are taking place at the Warrandyte 
Diary. I feel very privileged and hon-
oured as editor to have been handed 
the baton by Cliff Green. 

Moving forward , it's important to let 
readers know that our (real) commu-
nity newspaper is the longest running 
paper of its kind . We plan to retain its 
traditional charms, yet slowly but sure-
ly weave through some fresh ideas and 
concepts to attract a broader audience. 

One of my missions is to make sure 
everyone in Warrandyte, and surround-
ing towns, wants to read it whether 
you 're 8 or 88. Thankfully that has al-
ready begun: last month was our equal 
biggest edition in the newspaper's 
history, matched by the 32-pager you 
have in your hands right now. 

Advertising is strong. Our readership 
is growing. On the content front, we 
will continue to "carry a strong editorial 
bias towards the people, environment 
and character of the place we serve". 

Coincidentally, the Diary is 43 years 
old this year, the same age as me. It 
already feels like an old friend. 

I often tell people that this is a news-
paper with genuine character, plenty 
of support from the community and 
advertisers to stand up in a volatile 
time of transition in the media indus-
try when papers are either folding, 
ditching print editions for digital only, 
or being clever enough to survive with 
digital and print. 

Our aim is to do both, and that has 
been given a large boost thanks to a 
grant by the Warrandyte Community 
Bank last month (see right) and we 
have plans to revamp our website ear-
ly next year to have a more live pres-
ence online. We will delve deeper into 
cyberspace where we can spread our 
wings rn lots of exciting ways whether 
it be biogs, newsflashes, video, an 
online shop and more. We're open to 
ideas, too, so feel free to email me. The 
inbox is always open. 

Of course, the minute we clicked the 
"create page" button on Facebook we 
burst out with almost 1000 likes. 

But in looking forward, we should 
remember to look back to ensure we're 
still on the right track in serving our 
purpose as a community newspaper. 

Sitting in the Diary office, I couldn't 
help but notice a framed front page 
from the first edition on December 1, 
1970, hanging on the wall. The words 
in that first ever Page 1 story are so 
relevant today. Written by our paper's 
found ing father, Cliff Green, it reads ... 

"Warrandyte is a special place. That 
is why we live here. There are easier 
places in which to live. Places served 
by better transport, places without the 
annual threat of bushfires. But we have 
chosen Warrandyte. 

"A sense of belonging to a different 
type of community may be one of 
the many reasons why we made the 
choice. But this community is growing 
larger day-by-day. Too large for news 
to pass by word of mouth. Even the 
'bush telegraph' is not reaching every-
one. Hence the need for a local news-
paper, a focal point, tying together the 
many varied activities and interests of 
the 'village'. If Warrandyte is a special 
place, then it has need for a special 
kind of paper. A paper that is close to, 
and part of, its community. All we ask 
for is your assistance, your support -
and your patience." 

Thanks, Cliff. Long live the Diary. 
Until the next edition in February 

2014, we wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

scon PODMORE 

Everyone's a winner: Warrandyte Community Bank staff, directors, shareholders and grant recipients at the Annual General Meeting recently. 

'Our' bank delivers again 

Grateful: Warrandyte Community Bank scholarship recipients Elsha Cottier, 
Gabrielle Mitchell and Victoria Downie with chairman Sarah Wrigley. 

Another great year: Warrandyte Community Bank manager Martt Challen. 

WARRANDYTE Community Bank has 
again delivered vital cash injections 
to more than 60 community groups 
in presenting more than $350,000 in 
grants and scholarships at its annual 
general meeting at the Mechanics 
Institute last month. 

Warrandyte's only bank has now re-
turned more than$ l .35million to the 
greater Warrandyte area, with almost 
$0.5 million in dividends returned to 
local shareholders, an achievement 
rewarded with rapturous applause 
when announced to the audience of 
grant recipients and shareholders in 
the packed hall. 

Chairman Sarah Wrigley said com-
m unity grants and sponsorships 
have made a significant difference 
to several local organisations, in-
cluding the first instalment to the 
Warrandyte Sporting Precinct for the 
construction of the new pavilion (to-
tal $150,000) and sponsorship of the 
redevelopment of the Warrandyte 
Community Centre (total funding of 
$120,000 over four years). 

The Warrandyte Diary was a big 
winner on the night when presented 
with a $9900 cheque to go towards 
website redevelopment and social 
media integration, while several 
schools, sports organisations, char-
ities and emergency services groups 
benefited enormously as well. 

"But these examples are only indic-
ative of the larger grants in this past 
year," Sarah said. "They represent 
a range of organisations covering 
a wide variety of different groups -
from Manningham YMCA's Sundays 
with Steve program aimed at the 
10-15 age group, to bus hire for the 
Warrandyte Senior Citizens' outings. 
It's truly a bank that supports the 
community." 

Sarah went on to say that this fi-
nancial year, Warrandyte Community 
Bank's profits improved over last year 
to be just under $300,000 before tax. 

"We maintained our current level of 
dividend at 12 cents per share fully 
franked, bringing our dividend re-
turn to shareholders to 73 cents per 
original $1 share," Sarah explained. 

Other major projects to receive a 
community grant or sponsorship 
included funding for an alternative 
draughting point at Stiggants Re-
serve in Warrandyte for local CFAs. 
As Warrandyte CFA Captain Adrian 
Mullens explained: "The current 
draughting point near the bridge 
can be difficult to access during an 
emergency due to traffic congestion, 
so having an alternative fill point for 
CFA trucks is vital. It can mean the 

difference between life and death, 
so everyone will benefit from this 
project and we are very grateful to 
Warrandyte Community Bank for 
this funding." 

The Wonga Park community also 
benefited from this round of grants. 
After a community consultation 
hosted by Warrandyte Community 
Bank in Wonga Park earlier this year, 
it became evident that there was 
an increasing need for more fami-
ly-friendly and accessible community 
spaces. Two strategic projects - the 
refurbishment of the Wonga Park 
Tennis Club pavilion. and Phase I 
of the gymnasium project at Wonga 
Park Primary School - were high-
lighted on the night and financially 
committed to by the Warrandyte 
Community Bank. 

Similarly, Park Orchards has been 
identified as part of the Warrandyte 
Community Bank's five-year strate-
gic plan to help develop Domeney 
Reserve and the future redevelop-
ment of Park Orchards Tennis Club 
pavilion. 

Also in attendance were the bank's 
scholarship recipients, Els ha Cottier 
and Victoria Downie (2012) and Ga-
brielle Mitchell (2013). Victoria said 
that the 10,000 scholarship had 
helped her enormously in her fir t 
two years at University. 

"At Melbourne University. there 
are many privileged tudents who 
take everyday costs like bus fares 
for granted," Victoria said. "The 
scholarship has been able to help 
me with these everyday co ts and 
I am extremely grateful for the op-
portunity." 

Helene Butterworth from Warran-
dyte High School later said the three 
scholarship recipients were "lovely 
former students" of Warrandyte High 
and reiterated the value of the schol-
arship program to local students 

An interesting point on the night 
came from Bendigo Bank regional 
manager Michael Petering. who ex-
plained what a difference choo ing to 
bank locally makes to a communitv 
like Warrandyte. He shared current 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank figures 
that indicated 4% of current home 
loans for Warrand}te are held with 
Warrandyte Community Bank. 

"If this figure could be doubled -
that i , % of home loans in Warran-
dyte held at Warrandyte Community 
Bank - the total going back to the 
community would double as well 
o that 1.35 million would become 
2. 7 million just from people deciding 

to , witch." 



12 Warrandyte Diary December 2013 

Christmas in the carpark 
Quinton's SUPA IGA puts on 
a party for the community 
QUINTON'S SUPA IGA's team were spread-
ing the Christmas spirit with the Warran-
dyte community last week by sharing the 
joy of giving at their annual Christmas par-
ty in the carpark. 

Thousands of locals flocked to the party 
which had loads of raffles, giveaways, some 
great entertainment and even Santa turned 
up to hand out a few early Christmas gifts 
to the kids . 

For a community Christmas party, the en-
tertainment was sizzling, with Gary Young 
and Russell Robertson rocking proceedings 
as the main act, along with Warrandyte's 
very own Sideglance and Anderson's Creek 
Primary School students. 

Stalls were run by Quinton's !GA staff, 
with the supermarket's suppliers offering 
free tastings of their products. 

Some of the other Warrandyte traders and 
organisations who jumped on board with a 

stall this year included Interiors by 
Riveresque, Indian Affair (the butter 
chicken is a smash hit every year), 
Warrandyte Cruise and Travel, The 
Stonehouse Gallery, Ruby Tuesday Jewel-
lery, Warrandyte CFA, Warrandyte Rotary, 
and Warrandyte CAN. 

The Retreat and Thyme on the Terrace 
also made generous donations. 

A cheque was handed to Anderson's 
Creek Primary for $500 for their excellent 
Christmas decorations at Quinton's !GA, 
and $3,663.30 was presented to Warrandyte 
CFA by Julie Quinton on the day. 

The $3,663.30 has been raised from the 
10c charge on plastic bags at Quinton's be-
tween March 23 and the end of November. 

"This is the third community Christmas 
party held by Quinton's and by far the big-
gest, but in no way is it the last," Julie told 
the Diary. 



NEW CHEF 
GREAT VALUE MENU 

We're proud to announce our new 
head chef Brad Hawker. Brad and 
his team of passionate chefs have 

created a great range of dining 
options to suit everyone. 

XMAS & END OF 
YEAR FUNCTIONS 

Now taking bookings for Xmas 
and End of Year functions. 

We are flexible with options and 
will work with you to make your 
next function a memorable one. 

-1,w 
COURTESY 

SH UTTLE BUS 
We have a brand new 12 seater 
courtesy bus operating with in a 

8km radius of the pub. Come down 
for a good night and we'll make 
sure you make it home safely. 

CHILDREN'S 
PLAYROOM 

The Grand is a community pub 
and we understand the need to 

cater for families of all sizes. 
Our new playroom \\ill keep 

the kids busy. 

110 YARRA ST. W RUA D ·re T (03) 9844 3202 I FO@t,RA, D1101 EL\ ARRA r, TE.CO f.A \ \ .GRA DH01 f.l, AkRA DYT . OM. 

THAI RESTAURANT 
188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte Phone 9844 5778 

(opposite the Bakery) 

Vanilla Orchid wishes you 
all a happy Christmas 
and safe and joyful New Year. 
WE ARE CLOSED ON: 
Monday 23 December 
Tuesday 24 December 
Wednesday 25 December 
Thursday 26 December 
Tuesday 31 December and 
Wednesday 1 January 

OPEN 
Tuesday to .uaaau, , 5.30pm to 1 Opm 
Sunday, 1 am to 1 0pm 
Dine In a,d Takeaway 
Licensed and BYO (wine only) 
auuana,.vanillaorchid.com.au 
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Grand plans one.year on 
By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
OFF1CIALLY one year down the 
road and the Grand Hotel team 
says the iconic pub is going 
through an exciting period of 
change as Christmas and the ew 
'ear approaches. 
Last year teve Graham and son 

Matthew joined forces with South 
Warrandyte CFA brigade captain 
Greg Kennedy to take ownership 
of the pub, and while it has been 
a solid first year following some 
extensive renovations and changes, 
general manager Peter Appleby 
says the Grand has "listened to the 
locals" by introducing a new menu, 
ramping up live entertainment and 
providing a new courtesy bus to 
ensure customers get home safely. 

With a changing of the guard in 
the kitchen, Peter says the pub 
took the opportunity to "change 
things up". ew head chef Brad 
Hawker says the new menu is big 
on featuring a range of locally 
sourced meat and cheeses from the 
Yarra Valley region. It's also less 
high-end than it has been in the 
past on the cost front with a focus 
to tap back into attracting families 
and more budget-<:onscious diners. 

"It's a family friendly and budget 
friendly menu without compromis-
ing on quality," Peter says. "We've 
got a traditional pub menu with 
things like burgers and fish and 
chips as well as a separate lunch 
menu, which consists of licensed 
style offerings and salads." 

Peter admits the Grand endured 
a couple of teething problems 
over the past year when it came to 
settling in on the restaurant scene, 
·as most new changeovers do", but 
pointed out the only disappointing 
thing was when "some of the punt-
ers chose to sound off on social 
media rather than let us know of 
any inconveniences or preferenc-
es". 

"It's important that locals realise 
we're here with an open door, and 
we certainly don't bite. We're keen 
to listen to customers and what 
the people of Warrandyte want and 
we believe the new menu reflects 
that. It's an exciting time and we're 
moving forward in a very positive 
manner. 

"You just have to see how much 
busier we are already. We have a 
great mix of food to suit all tastes, 
and as always we have an absolute 
top range of wines in the restaurant 
and the bottle shop." 

Peter says the past few weeks 
have been excit ing, with the pub's 
workers still over the moon about 
a glowing review they received 
from Tony Leonard on 3AW, where 
the Grand was featured as the 'pub 
of the week'. 

"Tony real ly enjoyed our food and 
service and he also said the pub 
looked great. The staff were just 
buzzing with excitement - we were 
al l crowded around the radio at 
11.45am in the morning listening to 
the show to see what he thought," 
he said with a laugh. 

Peter also says locals could ex-

pect the live entertainment, which 
has been popular with patrons, to 
keep coming every Friday night 
from 8.30pm. 

"We had around 850 people in 
here the other Friday night and 
there were 23-year-olds dancing on 
the footpath outside while people 
in their 40s and 50s were dancing 
inside. It's fantastic to see that and 
it's great that people don't have to 
go all the way into the city to have 
a good night out," Peter said. 

"We're also big on giving back to 
the community, and really want 
people to know that. Recently 

elow: Ladies Day was a big success. 
we hosted a fantastic Ladies Day, 
which was part of the Spring Rac-
ing Carnival, and we had more than 
80 women turn up and have an 
absolute ball," Peter said. "From 
that we donated more than $1200 
back to the Warrandyte Sporting 
Group. We also make contributions 
and donations to other community 
groups and the schools." 

The Grand says it has also re-
ceived a lot of positive feedback 
after purchasing a 12-seater vehicle 
and starting its courtesy shuttle 
bus service last month. 

The free service runs on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday nights 
and drops people home if they live 
within a reasonable driving dis-
tance from the pub. However, Peter 
says the service is flexible and he 
encouraged groups interested in 
using the service to call the pub a 
few days beforehand on 9844 3202 
so a driver could be arranged. 

He says the Grand will be open as 
usual on Christmas Eve and every-
one is looking forward to catching 
up with the hundreds of locals who 
always turn up for a few festive 
drinks and some live music. 

Stay up to date with what's hap-
pening at the Grand at www. 
facebook.com/pages/Grand-
Hotel-Warrandyte 

A touch of Thailand in Warrandyte 
review ) 

By MICHELLE PINI 

ALREADY a Warrandyte institution, 
it's hard to believe War randyte's 
Vanilla Orchid has only been open 
three and a half years. Following in 
the footsteps of long-established sis-
ter restaurant River Kwai, the eatery 
offers authentic, Eastern-region Thai 
cuisine with a few surpr ises such 
as Burmese-influenced dishes and 
French desserts with a Thai twist. 

Owner Duncan Robertson de-
scribes the food as a blend of his 
technique and wife Ju lia's nat ive 
Koral flavours. The emphasis is on 
fresh and authentic, with everything 
from sauces to Roti and curry pastes 
made in house. Together with Julia, 
they have toured Thailand extensive-
ly and explored regional flavours for 
both restaurants. 

Duncan's food industry pedigree 
is impressive. Having grown up in 
McLaren Vale with both parents in-
volved in food and wine, he helped 
out in the family coffee shop and 
picked grapes at Wirra Wi rra before 
training under internationally ac-
claimed chef, Chong Liew. Duncan 
has tried every facet of cooking from 
executive chef to food coordinator 
to teacher. 

He has worked at Hilton on the 
Park. Cicciolina and the Salopian 
Inn, Melbourne Bakehouse, David 
Jones and Spotless Cater ing. He has 

trained award-winning chefs at NMIT 
and worked alongside celebrity chefs 
including Curtis Stone and Gordon 
Ramsey. 

A Laib Neur (Char-Grilled Beef Sal-
ad) decorated with fresh orchids is 
vividly coloured, aromatic and fiery, 
with dry-roasted spices and a good 

hit of chili. The beef is smoky and 
tender within, and texture is provid-
ed from toasted rice and super-fresh 
oriental cabbage. 

The Chho Chee Guong (King Prawn 
Curry) offers perfectly cooked , 
glossy prawns tossed with kaffir lime 
and Thai basil , awash in a brightly 

coloured, velvety curry sauce - live-
ly, smooth and perfectly balanced. 

Great desserts and Thai cuisine 
do not usually appear in the same 
sentence but here Vanilla Orchid 
excels. An experienced pastry chef, 
Duncan's imaginative fusions of 
French desserts featuring Thai fla-
vours provide a 'wow' factor. The 
Garfair Booraan Parfait is an explo-
sive delight to the senses. Inspired 
by a regional Thai coffee beverage (a 
thick and sweet layered concoction 
of coffee and condensed milk), this 
dish is velvety smooth and satisfying 
with an invigorating, crispy topping 
of chocolate, coffee and satay dust. 

The wine list doesn't offer a lot to 
write about, but luckily Vanilla Or-
chid is BYO as well as licensed and 
corkage is only $6. 

With award-winning "mother-ship 
restaurant" River Kwai a continuing 
success, Duncan says he and Julia 
opened Vanilla Orchid with the 
objective of "offering consistent, 
good food in Warrandyte, but we 
also wanted to give something 
back" - profits from the restaurant 
go to charitable causes in Julia's 
hometown community in Thailand. 

According to Duncan, staff at both 
restaurants keep them "running like 
clockwork". He explains, "We have 
fantastic, mainly local staff and most 
of them have been with us since we 
opened." 

Vanilla Orchid Is open 5.30pm 
until 10pm Tues-Sat and 11am until 
I Opm Sun. Visit www. vanlllaorchld. 
com.au 

Diary bites 
\'J1tl1 BclSII Fcttlll llll' 

Chin Chin book launch 
Warrandyte's Ben Cooper (pictured 
with wife Fiona) held a special Sunday 
afternoon launch at the Grand Hotel 
recently celebrating the release of 
Chin Chin, the book bearing the same 
name as the restaurant where he is 
head chef in the city. Family, friends 
and many fans of both Ben and the 
restaurant turned up to buy a signed 
copy ($49.99) of the book that is 
packed with all sorts of scrumptious 
recipes. Get it now online at www. 
chinchinrestaurant.com.au or at the 
restaurant, which is open from 11 am 
until late seven days of the week. 

XXX . Chance to WIN • 
Among the glut of cook • 
book authors in Warran- ' 
dyte and surrounds is a 1 • 
ripper put together by lo-
cal woman Suzanna Paxton titled Al-
lergy Safe Family Food which features 
185 easy and delicious allergy-safe 
recipes. Can you believe one in 20 
of our Aussie kids suffer symptoms 
ranging from hives and facial swell-
ing to anaphylaxis and even death? 
Suzanna, whose own children have 
food allergies, set about the task of 
collecting suitable recipes and came 
up with this fantastic book. The Diary 
has two copies to giveaway to lucky 
readers. Quite simply send an email 
to info@warrandytediary.com.au with 
ALLERGY SAFE in the subject line and 
your name and address. Winners will 
be announced on the Diary's Face-
book page. 

XXX 
Sweet-tooth Bloods 
Rumour or fact? Word is going 
around Warrandyte Junior Foot-
ball Club next year's Under 12s 
may be breaking tradition with the 
regular snake lollies handed out at 
three-quarter time being replaced by 
... wait for it ... delicious cupcakes! 
Could Under 12 Bloods coach Sean 
Smith and his wife Donna be cook-
ing up a cunning plan? Everyone in 
town knows Donna can bake a mean 
cupcake (Mother Duck Cakes) , but 
we're all a little worried the sight of 
our Bloods munching on colourful 
cupcakes in the huddle may ruin their 
reputation for being one of the more 
fearsome and tough footy teams in 
the comp. 

XXX 
Grape expectations 
Local wine makers Geoff Neagle and 
Danny Cappellani stood up among the 
local crop of amateur participants at 
the well attended 44th Eltham Wine 
Show last month. In fact, Danny 
proved to have the golden touch in 
scoring major awards including Best 
Grape Winemaker and the Jo llian 
Trophy for his Shiraz/Cabernet, but he 
also won an award for the Best Cab-
ernet Sauv Franc previous vintage. 
The tastings on the day included more 
than 400 entries made up of grape, 
fruit, vegetable and herb concoctions. 
For more visit www.amateurwine.org.au 
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Romance was in the air 
in Cairns three years ago 
when Hayley Farrugia, a 
familiar face at our local 
supermarket, met the love 
of her life Diego Menegalli. 
Three years later the cou-
ple took the plunge and 
spent three months living 
in Sardinia, Italy, where 
Diego grew up. It was a 
heavenly experience, as 
Hayley tells the Diary ... 

ID) IEGO and I were lucky 
enough earlier this year 
to spend three months 
with his family and 
friends In Sardinia, Ita-

ly, who he hadn't seen In almost 
four years. 

I had never travelled to Europe 
and, to be honest, had never 
heard of Sardinia. We set off at 
the end of May and had a won-
derful flight with Emirates, flying 
Melbourne to Singapore to Dubai 
to Rome to Ollba. (I'm never do-
Ing three stop-overs again, how-
ever!) 

The second we walked through 
the doors at the airport we were 
greeted by Diego's mother, Elis-
abeth, stepfather, Aldo, grand-
mother, Selma, and three of his 
closest friends, Marlo, Alessandro 
and Regina. 

Having never met them, and 
almost never spoken to them due 
to the language barrier, there I 
was crying my eyes out in the 
middle of Olbia Airport. I felt so 
overwhelmed to finally meet the 
family behind the boy I'd been 
with for three years ... maybe it 
was also a little to do with the fact 
1 hadn't slept in over 50 hours. 

It's difficult to describe Sardinia: 
It's unlike anything l had ever 
seen. The landscape Is full of 
rocky mountains and gorgeous 
old concrete houses that seeming-
ly blend into hills. 

The sea was phenomenal with 
the most Inviting water Imag-
inable, and it quickly became 
obvious why it was known as the 
Emerald Coast (Costa Smeralda). 

derful burnt orange colour with 
boston ivy growing over the walls. 

I know there are stories about 
how Italian famllles like living 
close to each other and that really 
is no joke. Diego's grandparents 
had their house on the same 
property as Elisabeth and Aldo 
and there was also Diego's house, 
which after three years was a bit 
run down for us to be staying in. 

In the mornings we would take 
Aldo's boat out and explore the 
islands of LaMaddalena where we 
walked through the ruins of WWI 
and WW1l that Included writings 
on the walls from Mussolini him-
seH. SP,argi had some of the most 
beautiful beaches and just 45 
minutes later we were In Corsi-
ca, In the town of Bonifacio, the 
most amazing French Island that 
was built on cliff faces about 70m 
above the ocean. 

Diego worked almost every 
afternoon with Aldo and his 
step-brother Emanuele at their 
Jetty In Cannigione, assisting tour-
ists who had brought their own 
boats to the island. 

1 was lucky enough to have Al-
do's electric blue 50cc Piaggio for 
the entire three months we were 
In Sardinia. 

Though I won't go into the re-
gion's food, the fact that I came 
back 8kg heavier should tell you 
how brilliant it was. I'm still hav-
ing withdrawals from the fresh 
seafood we were eating on almost 
a dally basis. 

Travel tips from a bloke in the know ... 
Every day I packed a towel, gog-

gles, fins and walking shoes, and 
set off to explore new beaches 
or archaeology sites throughout 
the north east of the lslancf, such 
as the Giant's Tomb (f omba del 
Gigantf) that Is dated back to 
1900BC - certainly a vastly differ-
ent sense of history to our own 
Geraghty's mine In Warrandyte 
(1856). 

We stayed with Elisabeth and 
Aldo on their 14-hectare property 
lust out of Arzachena. The house, 
bullt by them, was beautiful and 
was what I Imagined a house In 
TIISC8Dy would look like: a won-

After our time In Sardinia, we 
spent one day travelling around 
Rome with Diego's mum, but to 
be honest, I think I experienced 
more history and more culture 
living on this small Island where 
there weren't as many tourists. 

Diego's grandparents, Selma 
and Cesare, and his mum stole 
my heart. It was difficult to watch 
him walk away from the family he 
loves so dearly. 

Our plan now Is to return every 
year for at least one month. 

Crystal Brook Tourist Park is the place to go ... 
Great cabin accommodation 
Powered/unpowered sites - some including ensuites 

So who do you go to when looking 
for some last minute holiday ideas? 
The local travel agent, of course, and 
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise head 
honcho Paul van Loon was happy to 
share with Diary readers three summer 
holiday suggestions. 
Holiday No.1: Ski in Canada 
This one's a beauty if you're looking for 
a White Christmas. Starting from $905 
per person it includes seven nights twin 
share in a premium room at Banff Aspen 
Lodge, daily continental brekky, 7-day 
tri-area lift pass and is valid at Sunshine, 
Mt Norquay and Lake Louise. 
Holiday No.2: South Pacific Cruise 
OK, so we're stepping it up a notch, but 
for an all inclusive 16 days/15 nights 

Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover 'al fresco' area 
Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites) 
We host local birthday parties 
Van storage a speciality 
The cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends 
Try before you buy - don't buy a tent, come and try ours! 

CRYSTAL BROOK TOURIST PARK riii'J~,~~ 182 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte (opp Beasley's Nursery) 
Phone 9844 3637 Email lnfoOcbtp.com.au 

cruise from $2,295 it's a great chance 
to cruise into the new year aboard the 
Rhapsody of the Seas from Sydney. 
Includes all meals and entertainment, 
onboard port charges, gratuities 
and government fees. It's a fantastic 
experience. 
Holiday No.3: Nearby weekend escape 
From $306 per night for a minimum two 
night stay (would you want any less?) 
try this great two-bedroom stay and save 
special at Mantra Lome. A great option 
for families, this room style consists of 
interconnecting one bedroom apartment 
and resort room. Fully equipped modem 
kitchen and most have a spa bath. 
For more info visit Paul at 2 Webb St or 
phone 9844 2477. 
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By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
FEW 24- ear-olds can say they have 
toured with some of Australia's big 
names in mu ic such as Paul Kelly and 
Renee Geyer. 

But that's exactly what rising star 
Ella Thompson has done. If her history 
is anything to go by, then we're bound 
to hear more of her on the radio. 

Ella moved from New South Wales 
to Warrandyte with her family when 
she wa four years old and spent the 
rest of her childhood and teenage 
years here. 

he started playing piano when she 
was about five and, unlike most kids 
growing up today, she was listening 
to and inspired by the great Jazz and 
blues musicians such as Etta James, 
Muddy Waters and ina Simone. 

At 12, Ella already had her first 
proper singing gig and attended the 
Melbourne Rudolf Steiner School in 
Warranwood where she further devel-
oped her talent. 

When she was 16 and studying at 
the Victorian College of the Arts , a 
big break came when she toured na-
tionally with Renee Geyer and sister 
vocal due Vika and Linda Bull fo r the 
'Voice Tour'. 

-1 had always written bits and pieces 
throughout high school and I started 
off mainly singing blues and soul, but 
I was definitely influenced by Renee 
and what she had sung on the tour, " 
Ella told the Diary. 

-it wasn't until near the end of high 
school that I really started getting 
into the songwriting, production and 
composition side of things." 

Ella joined popular Melbourne funk 
and soul band The Bamboos as a vo-
calist about two years ago. The band 
recently kicked off their national Fever 
in the Road tour around Australia. 

On top of playing at the Meredith 
Music Festival in Victo r ia, w hich 
runs over the weekend of December 
13-15, the Bamboos are also heading 
overseas next year to play in Japan, 
Europe and the west coast of America. 

Ella has her own music studio in 
Fitzroy and since releasing her solo 
EP Elysium in May, she is working with 
producer John Castle on her new solo 
album, due for release mid-2014. 

"Playing Meredith has always been 
a big dream because it's one of the 

'unspoiled' festivals -it 's all about the 
music there," Ella says. "My goal once 
the album comes out is to be able to 
tour overseas and also play all these 
fes tivals that I've played with other 
bands but do it with my own thing." 

The highlights of her career so far 
include playing with Tim Rogers , 
vocalist and guitarist from Australian 
alternat ive rock band You Am I. 

... I get to play these 
massive festivals 
which I wouldn't be 
able to do right now 
on my own. 

"It was really great performing with 
him and we've been able to play some 
pretty awesome shows around the 
country to big audiences because of 
it ," Ella says . 

"We played WOMAD in Adelaide 
where there were thousands of peo-
ple. It even feels really good when we 
are at our own shows and we have 
at least a thousand people who have 
come to see us." 

The promis ing young artist says 
she's also gaining invaluable insight 
into the publishing and publicity side 
of the music business as a finalist in 
the Warrandy te Youth Arts Award , 

where three professionals in the in-
dustry are mentoring her. 

"My mentors have been great and 
really reassuring that if you keep at 
it then people will notice you. Also, 
these days as an artist you have to be 
aware of the business side of things 
and marketing and all that stuff and 
it's really helping me with how to get 
to the next stage and how to put your 
music out into the world ," 

Ella's even done a bit of mentoring of 
her own while studying, having given 
singing lessons to Angie McMahon, 
the 19-year-old who just won the Tel-
stra Road to Discovery Music Awards. 
As a result she will perform as the 
opening act for Bon Jovi 's 'Because I 
Can' Australia tour this month. 

Although she's living in Fitzroy these 
days and heading overseas on tours, 
Ella still visits Warrandyte every week. 
Her mum, Jane Annois, still lives in the 
area and is known around town for her 
artistic talents, especially in pottery. 

As for advice for other younger up--
and-coming musicians in Warrandyte, 
Ella says the most important things 
are to write your own music to help 
develop your own sound and not to 
listen to false expectations. 

"It takes a lot longer than you think 
but then again it never turns out ex-
actly how you expected," she says. "I 
mean, I really love playing with The 
Bamboos and I just went that way. It 
meant I got to jump a few steps be-
cause they were already more estab-
lished and I get to play these massive 
festivals which I wouldn't be able to 
do right now on my own." 

Visit ellathompsonmusic. tumblr.com 

ooveon 

The 39 Steps ... in the right direction 
SHE says ... WOW. And wow, 

again. Opening night of The 39 
Steps was fantastic . 

There were only five actors playing 
various roles with multiple accents. 
The minimal sets complemented the 
clever nonsense being created by 
the excellent actors. 

While travelling on a train (being 
boxes on the stage), the actors 
managed to create the movement of 
chugging along while trying to move 
around and past each other. Anyone 
who has had to walk along the pas-
sage of a moving train would be able 
to relate to this - it was just br ill iant. 

There was changing of hats, the 
changing of costumes, even sex 
changes occurring right before our 
very eyes and all in a matter of sec-
onds - and with such effect. And 
with costume changes often came 
a change of accent, from frightfully 
camp English to frighteningly Ger-
man German. Not to mention the 
Scottish accent so amazingly execut-
ed by a man playing a woman, and a 
woman playing a man. 

All the actors were wonderful. 
Michael Fenemore Cocks, making 
his first Warrandyte appearance, 
played a middle class Englishman 
(as only someone with a name like 
his could). Felecity Emselle played 
two very different women: a saucy 
German sophisticate and a frightful-
ly proper Englishwoman, Deborah 
Silva portrayed many characters, all 
small parts, but very convincing In 
their transformations. Rehearsals 

WITH HOGGY AND BB 

must have been both exhausting and 
hilarious. 

However, the show-stealers were 
real life couple, Simone Kiefer and 
David Tynan, and the numerous 
characters they portrayed. Hilari-
ous. You couldn't wait for them to 
come back on stage as we wondered 
who, or what, they would return as. 

The Keiferffynan household must 
have been a very interesting place 
while rehearsing this production. 
Neither of them would know who 
was going to walk in the door each 
night, or what nationality they would 
be. Hopefully, though, they never 
forgot who they really were - no 
doubt it would be quite off-putting If 
Simone were to jump into bed with 
one of her moustaches on! 

Acting aside, the directing was 
incredible. The conciseness and pro-
fessionalism of Adrian Rice, mixed 
with the distinctive humour of Alan 
Cornell, was superb, while all the 

hard work backstage, front of house, 
lighting and sound was marvellous. 

They say th ings can only get bet-
ter, but with th is production it is 
hard to imagine. Amateur? I don' t 
think so. Can 't wai t for the next 
show. Well done, everyone. 

HE says ... THIS play is a comic 
melodrama of the 1935 Hitch-
cock film based on the original 

John Buchan novel. 
Richard Hannay, a James Bond 

type character, is brilliantly per-
formed by Michael Fenemore Cocks, 
around whom revolve a myriad of 
whacky characters played by the 
other four actors. That formula of 
an outsider supported by the local 
company works well here, as it has 
in the past. 

Enter Annabella Schmidt, a sul-
try German-accented counter-spy 
portrayed wonderfully by Felicity 
Emselle. Annoyingly, Hannay seems 
to have no sex drive. The first of the 
many clever visual gags involving 
a blind, two spies and a lamp post, 
keep us rocking with mirth. 

The train scene showcased the 
versatile talents of Kiefer and Tynan 
playing multiple parts with quick 
changes of hats and accents. The 
crofter's house scene with young 
wife Margaret (Deborah Sliva) intro-
duced us to broad Scottish accents. 
Arch-villain Professor Jordan was 
cleverly portrayed by David Tynan 
In true Frank Thrlng manner, and 
we loved toe synchronisation of the 

door opening with raucous par ty 
music. 

The too-long political rally was 
saved by antics attempting to erect 
a banner with the string too short. A 
car was cleverly and spontaneously 
constructed of chairs, a lectern and 
a steering wheel. The remote inn 
has innkeepers Tynan (now female) 
and Kiefer (now male). Kiefer enters 
hilariously playing bagpipes that she 
(he?) doesn't have. A clever bed-
room scene has Pamela (Felicity Em-
selle) trying to partly disrobe whilst 
handcuffed to Hannay, who again 
fails to come up with the obvious 
seduction. Finally, it's back to the 
London Palladium where the plot is 
unveiled. 

As accomplished directors Adrian 
Rice and Alan Cornell say, the show 
was technically complicated with 
the sound and light operators really 
being the sixth and seventh players. 
Add to that the most ingenious but 
simple of props, puppets, torchlit 
miniature buildings, funny sheep 
and a cleverly carried Edinburgh 
station sign. 

A fun-packed, brilliantly performed 
evening in front of a sell-out crowd, 
Thank you, WTC. Sometimes I won-
der why I pay over $100 to see a 
professional show In the city, when I 
can get as much or more enjoyment 
from a WTC production at home for 
$22. I do hope that Hannay finally 
got his girl. 

IIRIONY BOffAMLLI & DAVID HOGG 
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DO YOU NEED A 
RELIABLE 
PLUMBER 
We arrive on time, 

EVERY TIME! 
REASONS TO CALL US 

Fast and friendly service 
24/7 emergency service 
Local, licensed and insured plumbers 
100% guarantee on work 
Easily book or enquire online 

Blocked drains 
Leaking pipes 
Hot water services 
Taps and toilets 
Gas fitting 
Split system air conditioners 
All general plumbing 
Sewer connections 

We t reat your home as if it were our own 
Family owned business w ith over 
17 years experience 

c;u~ HJwlte4 
ef 4ea4(tpt 

From all of us at Warrandyte 
Community Bank® Branch, best 
wishes for the holiday season 
and thank you for your loyalty 
and support. 

Drop into your nearest branch 
at 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
or phone 9844 2233. 

* 

Warrandyte Community Bank ' Branch 

Warrandyte 
Consulting Rooms 

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 
9844 3766 - 9844 1943 

Wammdyte 
Consulting 

Rooms J ... I _____ .....; 
-Sf"'5111' 

New doctors 
now taking new patients 

Dr Olivia Rimington 
Dr Andrew Perrignon 

Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients 

OPEN 
Monday to Friday - 9am to 5.30/6pm 

Saturday - 9am to 12pm 



Jhe Quinton's Jeam 

wish ou'l Wa'l'landyte Community 

a Safe and flappy Chtistmas 

and ?1ew Yea'l 

Jhank you fo,z 
suppo'lting us in 2013 

SUPAf@> 

BEA I~ g~~~CE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2013 
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MANNINGHAM 
-· ·-~-- BUSI E OF THE YEAR 20 

www.facebook.com/Qui ntonsl GA 
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WARRANDYTE High School had 36 
students participating in the 2013 
Great Victorian Bike Ride with the 
school's contingent of cyclists be-
ing overseen by three Warrandyte 
High staff members, Dr Stephen 
Parkin (principal) and teachers 
Ante Sunjo and Clare Rayner, along 
with six parents as support crew. 

The ride started in South Aus-
tralia on a wet day last month at 
Mount Gambier with a 42km ride 
to Nelson on the Glenelg River just 
inside the Victorian border. 

On Day 2, the weather was no 
better while riders negotiated both 
the hills through pine and eucalypt 
plantations along with the driving 
wind and rain coming off Discovery 
Bay during the 74km stretch to 
Portland. 

Day 3 proved an easier ride from 

Portland through relatively flat 
country via Tyrendarra and Bes-
siebelle when the sun finally came 
out and the students completed the 
95km to Port Fairy. 

The longest sector occurred on 
Day 4 when the intrepid red liver-
ied Team Warrandyte High attempt-
ed the 107km diverse terrain to 
Port Campbell on the Great Ocean 
Road via Koroit (Tower Hill) and 
Warnambool then onto the Ship-
wreck Coast via Peterborough. 

Finally, a rest day on the Wednes-
day at Port Campbell and the 
Twelve Apostles allowed respite for 
weary riders and aching muscles 
before attempting the 81km hor-
ror stretch on Day 7 through the 
Otways' lush countryside through 
Laver's Hill and Gellibrand to Bir-
regurra. 

Day 8 saw the riders heading back 
to the coast for an 82km ride to 
Torquay before the final run to Gee-
long on the Sunday to complete the 
total distance of 610km. 

The military organisation of the 
event, the plentiful meals and the 
great reception by the local towns-
people clearly made up for some of 
the appalling weather conditions 
that all competitors had to endure. 

As with all the previous Great 
Victorian Bike rides the Warran-
dyte High School has competed 
in (sometimes with almost 50 
students), it is always a great ex-
perience to end the year both with 
the camaraderie of the team and 
backup crew plus the challenge of 
the nine day event which this year 
celebrated its 30th anniversary 
with over 5200 cyclists competing, 

according to principal Dr Parkin. 
The students who participated 

in this year's event were: Keagan 
Alfond , Jeremy Alfond, Declan 
Barton, Harrison Bebbington, Kyle 
Bennetto, Adam Chellow, Jarrad 
Cook, Jakeb Cullen-Hall , Trevor 
Edwards, Hamish Ensor, Liam 
Foster, Shamus Geraghty, Amanda 
Griffiths, Declan Hepburn, Darcy 
Hunt, Coco Hunt, Joshua Kennedy, 
Caitlin Khaw, Maverick Knight, Dan-
iel Larner, Joseph Livesey, Soren 
Maryasin, Damon Moorfoot, Harry 
Morley, Helena North, Lachlan 
Poznanski, Ben Poznanski, Jack-
son Price. James Puls-Welsh, Ryan 
Seini , Dale Smith, Erin Theodore, 
Robert Wainewright, Jaydan Weeks , 
Tristan West and Sophie Maudsley. 

Words and images courtesy of 
Dr Parkin and WHS. 

Yarra Warra 
fundraiser 
By MITCHELL HALL 
TEN years ago the Yarra Warra 
Pre-school was the target of a 
senseless arson attack. leaving 
the staff and enrolled families 
devastated. 

Every year since, the Yarra War-
r a kinder has held a fundra1ser 
dubbed 'The Hot October Night'. 
in reference to the night the kind-
er was burnt down. 

This year the children of Yarra 
Warra Pre-school have again 
worked together in making sev-
eral canvases that they believe 
best represent Warrandyte and 
our community. The children 
made four in total , one by each 
group: the two three-year-old 
groups and the two four-year-0ld 
groups. It took about eight weeks 
to complete the canvases. 

The artworks were put up for 
auction including other items for 
the silent auctions. 

"The art auction was incredibly 
successful," said Simone Spence, 
president of the kinder. 

"With the support of parents, we 
made a significant profit thanks to 
the children's artworks. the silent 
auctions and the raffle. 

"The evening raised a whopping 
$6700. The paintings themselves 
went on average for more than 
$500 each." 

All proceeds raised go towards 
the maintenance of the pre-
school. 

Arts and science - it's all in year's work at WPS 
&,.,':'-1,1 : .. :~ ..... . 
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WARRANDYfE Primary School 
students put their creativity on 
show recently, displaying art-
works in the art show early last 
month as well as one writing 
piece. 

The writing piece was based on 
each student's favourite memory 
of Warrandyte Primary School. 

The evening was opened by 
writing guru, Lisa Keskinen, who 
has been working closely with the 
schoolchildren for two years. 

Throughout the evening stu-
dents shared their writing as part 
of "Authors Chair Share Time". It 
was a great way to showcase the 
impressive writing the students 
have been doing all year, as well 
as demonstrating parts of the 
writing program that happen on a 
daily basis at the local school. 

This year's festival was particu-
larly special as WPS ls celebrating 

150 years. Students were inspired 
to write about their favourite 
memories by reading written piec-
es, from past students, that were 
found in the school's archives. 

Meanwhile, as part of the 
Science Specialist Program at 
Warrandyte Primary, students 
participated in a Cosmetic Science 
Day run by science teacher, Jenny 
McDonell. 

Students had the opportunity 
to make lip balm, bath bombs, 
deodorant, soap, bath milk and 
shampoo. Teachers told the Diary 
it was a great opportunity for stu-
dents to understand that science 
is part of their daily lives through 
products that we use every day. 

Grade 5 students paired up with 
students from the younger grades 
to support them through each of 
the activities. 

ACPS kids remember and raise funds for less fortunate 
ON a lovely Spring day last 
month, Anderson's Creek Pri-
mary School held a ceremony 
outdoors by the flagpole for 
Remembrance Day on November 
II. 

"We had a small group of par-
ents attend for the morning tea 
at 8.15am with a larger group 
of parents and grandparents at-
tending at !0.45am," ACPS prin-
cipal Trevor Gibbs said. 

Warrandyte's last surviving 
digger Ben Jones and Marjory 
Lapworth were special guests on 
the day (pictured left). 

Ben, who served in World War 
II but who is also well known 
in town for selling poppies and 
Anzac Day badges for almost 25 
years, said Remembrance Day 
means a lot to him and he was 
proud to be a guest of ACPS. 

"The students were very well 
behaved and very respectful ," 
he said . 

The service was followed by a 
morning tea served for visitors 
in the Performing Arts Theatre 
foyer. 

"Following a very moving ser-
vice and the amount of interest 
shown, we will be inviting uni-
formed officers from the armed 
services to be part of this cere-

mony in 2014," Mr Gibb said. 
In other ACPS news, the junior 

school council held a fundraising 
pyjama day, or "Onesie Day". to 
help assist with a charity called 
Orph Fund. 

'·Orph Fund aids poor nations in 
Asia and Africa to implement and 
deliver educational programs." 

according to junior school coun-
cil co-ordinator Maja Rizzotto. 
"Part of their programs include 
helping develop new school , 
teacher training programs. and 
generally improved edu ational 
standards in tho.e nation·. 

"We did reallv well and raised 
480." . 
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Dr Stuart Turner (B v.S<.J 
&Associates 

lwr (nr Melbourne Hill & 
Houghton Reis, Warrandyte 

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071 
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SAT\IRDAYS-4 SUNDAYl0-12 

BEAUTIFUL 
"Shout Yourself to 
APARTMENT - POD 

2 bedroom fully self 
contained 2 min walk to 
famous 4 mile beach, 

short walk to 
Macrossan Street shops 

and world class restaurants. 

CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY: 
0409 359 240 

Artidtry in Iron 

Functional products with 
artistic qualities - hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine 

0418 357 282 
NEIL CARTER 

WARRANDYTE 
WARDROBES 

Specialising in inbuilt 
wardrobes and carpentry 

More than 20 years 
experience 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
PHONE ARTHUR ON 

0412 55 05 85 

ila.~e-
II vi--dl'-e.s>J'~ 

Pn,e,:r,ol( ea.ttt9 
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By Appointment 
0414 516 231 

TOM KERKHOF 
TrlrVISION 
Servicing the area for 40 years 

jM'ia k 
Televisions, Stereo Systems 
DVDs, VCRs, Microwaves 

Digital Set Top Box Systems 
Installed, etc. 

Phone 9844 3970 
Mobile 0408 175 274 
27 Mitchell Ave. Warrandyte 

Halls for Hire 
Uniting Church Hall ............................... 9844 3547 
Anglican Church Hall ............................ 9844 2193 
Mechanics Hall .... ........................... 0408 443 368 

Contact 
Jacque/me BPI/ 
Oenul P rouhet1st 

Experience The Difference 

• Natural Looking Denwres • Laminated Mouthguards 
• Relines and Repairs • On The Spot Health Claims 
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Stinks and pongs and farts and 
smells and one steaming disaster 

E, as humans , 
seem to be 
programmed 
from birth to 
react to certain 

smells. Or to put it another 
way, it seems , from birth, that 
we immediately know which 
smells are pleasant and which 
smells st ink. Even the term 
"stink" has sub sets. 

I remember when Boy Won-
der was a mid-adolescent. His 
bedroom continuously stank. 
It was a mixture of unwashed 
jock strap, rancid honey and 
BO that had defeated the tes-
ters at Rexona. Now, although 
it was an offensive stink, it 
was not a panic or instant 
vomiting type of stink. Instead 
it was a "for heaven's sake will 
you change your socks and 
shower more often!" type of 
odour. He complained bitterly 
that he couldn't do anything 
about it and it was to our 
eternal mortification that we 
learnt that the poor lad had a 
weeping, diseased appendix 
and the toxins were, in part, 
secreted through his skin 
pores. Once he'd had the op-
eration, his bedroom reverted 
to an acceptable weekly- rath-
er-than-daily rant level state. 

Another type of smell is also 
human and is the "don't come 
too close and definitely wash 
your hands after touching me" 
type of stink. These stinks are 
the in-built health warning 
signs . Smelly farts are the 
precursors; advance warn-
ings that, soon, a good book, 
an exhaust fan and privacy 
will be required. Babies are 
less concerned about social 
niceties and indicate, by the 
violence of their odour, which 

"As I entered the 
kitchen I noticed 
the smell was 
even more acrid 
and HerseH was 
hunched over 
the sink 'doing 
something' ... " 

foods they would rather not 
have in the future. 

And then there is the "DAN-
GER!" type of stink, usually 
associated with fire of some 
sort. Smoking brake drums, 
a burnt out electrical mo-
tor, plastic in a fireplace and 
burning treated pine all indi• 
cate without much need of 
explanation that danger is at 
hand. Ironically, wood smoke 
from a camp fire is relaxing 
and comforting whereas if the 
same smoke smell comes in a 
large mass over the horizon, 
it's "bells and whistles" time. 

Which is why I was anxious 
when I became aware of the 
pong of burnt wood coming 
from our kitchen. We don't 

have an AGA, the oven is 
electric and the cook top uses 
gas. As I entered the kitchen 
I noticed the smell was even 
more acrid and Herself was 
hunched over the sink "do-
ing something". After some 
discreet wife-questioning, 
I discovered we had learnt 
something interesting about 
the newly purchased Chinese 
bamboo steamer; it doesn't 
enjoy the water source be-
neath it boiling dry. 

The steamer perfectly fitted 
the frying pan so it seemed 
sensible to use it as the water 
source. This would have been 
without trouble had either 
Herself or I been around the 
kitchen during the steaming 
process. Unfortunately, I was 
outside attending to the needs 
of the estate and Herself was 
occupied in the East Wing 
doing five or six things at the 
same time, a skill, evidently, 
women have a gene for. 

By the time help reached the 
bamboo steamer it was a nano 
second away from bursting 
into flames. Underneath was 
charred black as were some 
of the sides. The chicken that 
was supposed to be steam-
ing to succulence and only 
manageable in a steamer, 
was looking like used hockey 
pucks. But what was almost 
worse was the resultant stink. 
By comparison, Boy Wonder's 
bedroom, at its worst, was 
fragrant. And to make matters 
worse, the stink seemed to 
attach itself to every surface, 
crevice and fabric . 

If you Google 'How to get rid 
of a smoke smell in a room', 
it's a bit of a worry. Evidently, 
most of the stinks I mentioned 

earlier in the article are able 
to be neutralised with de-
odorant spray et al but smoke 
smells are 'particulate', which 
means they are actual little 
bits of burnt stuff that stick 
around ponging until they 
get washed off or out of the 
wall paint, curtains, furniture 
upholstery, clothing, floor and 
carpets. 

After reading the advice on 
Google, I had a reasoned and 
calm discussion with Herself 
about the fact that I didn 't 
want to repaint the interior of 
the house, change all the fur-
niture, carpets, curtains and 
clothing and the only possible 
solution was that we would 
have to sell the house, all be-
cause she couldn't manage six 
things at once. Things went 
quiet for a while after that. 

You'll be reassured to know 
that we have not shifted 
house. Instead, I did what 
any male would do under 
the circumstances. I sprayed 
deodorisers until the house 
smelt like an artificial flower 
section of a department store. 
I lit enough perfumed can-
dles to start a shrine and the 
doors were left open, allowing 
Antarctic gusts through the 
house. I also succumbed to 
washing the kitchen walls 
with the recommended solu-
tion. 

For a week after Armaged-
don 1 went around the house 
sniffing and grumbling. Fortu-
nately, after about 10 days, we 
were back to normal. 

So, be careful when using 
a bamboo steamer. Read the 
instructions. 

I wish we had! 
ROGER 

:« FIRE NUMBERS FIRE AND EMERGENCY: 000 

CFA 
CFA Regional I Warrandyte I North Warrandyte I South Warrandyte 
Headquarters CFA CFA CFA 

8739 1300 9844 3375 9844 0847 9844 2861 
VICTORIAN BUSHFIRE INFORMATION UNE: 1800 240 N7 

WongaPark 
CFA 

97221463 



Buzzing around in search of 
the elusive cuckoo bees 

1 

nature ~, 
By LINDA ROGAN 

IHJ OT? It was nearly 
unbearable, and 
dry in early No-
vember in Central 
Australia - con-

sumed water seemed to es-
cape through my skin without 
leaving a trace of moisture. 

Yet live keen nature pho-
tographers and one essential 
supportive spouse (mine) 
emerged from our dusty vehi-
cles wherever the late spring 
wildflowers looked prom-
ising for insects. A haze of 
hoverflies and flower wasps 
hung over shrubs as we ap-
proached. The native bees we 
sought were a bit more elu-
sive but present in numbers 
and varieties that enticed us 
out again and again and finally 
yielded the group many pho-
tos of at least 35 species. Not 
a bad 12-<lay effort. 

I received a lovely letter 
from a retired gentleman in 
response to my recent sto-
ry about the Dawson's Bur-
rowing Bees. I am reminded 
that for most Australians , 
our nearly 2000 native bee 
species fly under the radar. 
Indeed they did for me until 
2008. A common mistake 
is to assume that the feral 
honeybees, often taking up 
residence in tree hollows, 
are "native bees" . This has 
stimulated me to write more 
about our beautiful bees as I 
observe them. 

The cuckoo bee in the pho-
tograph is intriguing. Shiny 
black with furry white spots 
and delicately veined wings 
tinged with brown , I find 
it beautiful. I have photo-
graphed it in Western, South 
and central Australia but it 

Two views of the Waroona Cuckoo Bee near Alice Springs on blooming Dicrastylis beveridgei 
(no known common name). 

can be found in Victoria as 
well. 

This is the native Waroon-
ensis Cuckoo Bee, apparently 
first noted from a small town 
in WA. I've heard it called the 
domino bee, but there is more 
than one species that could be 
given that name. The critical 
part of the name is "cuckoo" 
as this is one of a few bees in 
Australia that steal the food 
supply and pinch the brood 
cell of other species of bees; 
in this case a similar sized, 
long-tongued bee from the 
Blue Banded group. 

The term for this life style is 
cleptoparasitism. These cuck-
oo bees hang about flowering 
shrubs watching for the fe-
male Blue Banded Bee (BBB) 
collecting pollen and nectar 
for brood cells . Cuckoo fol-
lows BBB home, in this case a 
hole in the ground, and when 
the BBB leaves her nest, the 
cuckoo enters the burrow and 

lays an egg on the food stored. 
When hatched, the larva of the 
cuckoo may kill the host larva; 
sometimes they only steal the 
food and both bees emerge, in 
which case the BBB is quar-
ter-sized. The numbers of the 
host bees exceed the numbers 
of the cuckoo so both species 
continue to survive. 

It was a warm November 
day when we returned home. 
I was greeted by a very special 
bee-related surprise. When 
I first stepped out into my 
semi-indigenous garden, I 
noticed a heavily blooming 
Burgan sprinkled with tiny 
beetles and surrounded by 
hover flies. 

While walking around the 
bush, contemplating which in-
sects to photograph, I noticed 
a few twigs that appeared 
thick, black and with some-
thing shiny. This was a real 
attention-grabber for me as I 
realised these were not only 

insects but small native bees. 
I lost count around 75. About 
8mm, these were black with 
reddish reflections on the 
wings and long antennae curv-
ing outward at the tips. Closer 
examination also r evealed 
4mm bees with long yellow 
antennae and yellow masks, 
roosting as well ; definitely 
male masked bees. 

I was able to get good enough 
photos for the species to be 
confirmed on the new website 
BowerBird. After travelling all 
the way to Alice Springs in late 
spring heat, two new species 
of bees just out my back door 
was a special treat. A treat that 
was short lived as markedly 
cooler weather hit and the bee 
numbers dwindled and were 
gone three days later. 

Roosting male native bees 
are a story for another time. 

Thanks to Pat Coupar for her 
Burgan article in November's 
Diary. 

Stunned mullets in the lobster kennel 

Il T suddenly seemed like 
the olden days once 
more with the four of us 
reunited: Dad driving, 
Mum navigating and 

the kiddies giving cheek from 
the back. 

Only we weren't cruising 
around Warrandyte; we were 
cruising around Charlotte-
town, Prince Edward Island, 
looking for somewhere to park. 

No.I son had just stepped 
off a bumpy flight from Hali-
fax and was an odd shade of 
green - clearly in need of for-
tification. It was well past mid-
day and bitingly cold. A stiff 
80kph breeze was recklessly 
sandblasting stone buildings, 
lilting skirts and creating 
flurries of autumn leaves, 
doing its best to scour the 
landscape of untethered ob-
jects, including people. And 
with considerable success. 

Friday lunchtime, yet the 
streets were deserted. Most 
shops seemed to have closed 
for the season. We peered 
through blank windows into 
dim interiors . Some large 
drops of rain scudded past, 
gathered momentum, then a 
drenching wall of water oblit-
erated the empty streetscape. 

The prospect of lunch was 

looking bleak. 
Fortunately one store in 

Victoria Row had remained 
open and it was cosy inside. 
Here, local knitters sold their 
best Aran jumpers, cloaks, 
scarves , hats, gloves and 
socks; two young women 
busily produced intricately 
patterned fabric on knitting 
machines clacketty-clack-
ing out the back. Hand-<lyed 
skeins of all colours filled 
pigeon-holes along one wall . 
Knitting heaven! 

The girl behind the counter 
obligingly pointed us in the 
direction of her favourite pub. 
And what a pub! The Hunters' 
Arms did a roaring trade in 
seriously good seafood chow-
der, and the hot home-baked 
molasses brown bread that 
accompanied it was pretty 
sensational, too. I'm going to 
get the hang of making that 
bread, if it's the last thing I do. 

A few days later we had an 
even more memorable lunch-
time experience. Now lobster 
rolls are Nova Scotia's staple 
food - you simply have to 
have one or you haven't been 
there. So when my beloved, 
who is rather partial to lob-
ster in any guise, spotted a 
tourist trap that was not only 

our place __,,) 
By MARILYN MOORE 

open but proclaimed "Lobster 
Rolls " , we found ourselves 
pulling into the carpark next 
to a huge blue fibreglass lob-
ster, only slightly busted , 
supposedly a replica of the 
legendary 197-pound monster 
caught off the coast here some 
decades ago. 

We approached it curiously 
... when suddenly from the 
main building erupted an 
oddly dressed person yelling, 
shouting and leaping and wav-
ing his arms about. "0-Y-Y-Y!! 
HA-L-L-0-0-0-0!!" He bounded 
across the carpark. What the 
.. . ? We sort of backed into the 
lobster kennel as, amidst a hail 
of renewed shouting, came the 
unexpected sound of artillery 
- EEeee-C-R-R-R-A-{:-K!!! God 
Almighty! He'd let off a whop-
ping firecracker at us. 

Like stunned mullets, we 
were quickly herded into his 
trash heap of a shop. Talking 
non-stop, he shoved assorted 
unsaleable items into our 
reluctant hands: bogan caps, 
lurid T-shirts, free rulers, hor-

rible pens, stickers, key rings 
... every imaginable species of 
junk crowded the crumbling 
interior. The only edible thing 
in the shop was a bag of ap-
ples, one of which was pressed 
into our bemused son 's 
hand. 'Take this! And this!' 

While I distracted the mad-
man by purchasing a giant lob-
ster fridge magnet, the rest of 
the family discreetly divested 
themselves of the parapherna-
lia they'd been loaded up with, 
although I'd have paid almost 
anything to get away from 
the place. Edging towards 
the door, I handed over some 
cash and we made a hurried 
escape, along with an apple, a 
handful of old postcards (cir-
ca 1960, showing off a faded 
cream-brick nurses' home at 
an unspecified hospital) and a 
couple of unwieldy placemats 
thrust on us in lieu of change 
for the fridge magnet. 

Back in the safety of the 
car, we all burst out laughing. 
The choice of dining estab-
lishment would, henceforth, 
be left to the more discerning 
members of the family. 

So enjoy your Christmas 
dinner, folks. You never know 
what fun and games might be 
around the corner! 

Everyone in Warrandyte 
reads the Diary 
For local advertising that works call Brlony on 9844 0555 

You're in safe hands 
PAUL J. GILLI NG 

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566 

ApA 

C0 
sir excavations 

EXCAVATIONS - ORA r AGE - PLANT Hr RE 
All types of Excavations, Driveways, Landscaping, Drainage and 

Sewer Connections. 

Excavator, Bobcat, Hammer, Auger, Rock grab, IOmJ Tipper. 

LOCAL, HONEST and RELIABLE 

0417 006 769 or 9844 0482 
seanramak@yahoo.com.au 

painting 
decoratin 

Andrew John 
Managing Director 

p: 0412 765 210 

four 
walls 
--

e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au 
w: fourwallspainting.com.au 

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993 
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote 

' 

WARRANDYTE 
••GLASS •• 

KD's Garden 
& Ha ct· orks 

All types of 
glass, glazing, 

mirrors, shower 
screens 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

lawn mowing 
weeding 
mulch 

tall grass slashed 
pruning 

clean ups 
small landscapes 

general household maintenance 
guttering 

Phone mary 0421 967 933 
or kosta 0434 994 729 

Diary Advertising: Call Briony 9844 0555 

LORNE 
Holiday in a 2BR fully 

self-contained modern villa 
in the heart of Lorne. 

50m from the beach, shops 
and restaurants. Sleeps 6. 

Contact owner on 
9844 5363 

SHAPES 
BOBCAT & 
DCAVATOI 

PHONE 9144 2117 
M10402M6 
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Daniel Pat ience Podiatry 
Goldfield's Medical Clinic 

For an appointment please ring 9874 7740 leaving a 
vo1cema1I if necessary and your call will be returned promptly. 

Email: danielpatience7@gmail.com 

Yoga, Meditation 
& Creative Dance 

R,le,:s, )'OllT = lmprovt your 
.,,11 bring. Colm ,-our mind. 

In ~~ne surroundings. 
CIOSS<'S o ,ailabl, for odulcs 

Ollddu1drell 

grant mcgregor 
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424 
rnaca.mcgregor@b1gpond.com 

bradley curtis 
.&. Domestic 
.&. Commercial 
.&. Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

Call Nick 
0419 355 905 

Extensions, Renovations, 
Decks, Pergolas 

and Maintenance 

HIA Member for ~•y, over 20 years 

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADE R S 

ROOF RESTORATIONS 

Need help? 
Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business 

Experienced Technicians 0 MY COMPUTER HELP 

We come to you 
Phone 1300 264 552 

SHO P I N WARRANDYTE 

Christmas church services .. 
out of the inb~' 
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI 

Publicise your coming events. 
Items for Out of the lnbox are 
welcome. Include full details 
of date, place and time and 
post to: Warrandyte Diary, 
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic 
3113 or emailed to: briony@ 
warrandytediary.com.au. 

LOCAL churches will be hold-
ing their Christmas services 
for 2013 as follows. Anglican 
Church - Christmas Eve fam-
ily service at 5pm. Commu-
nion service at 11 pm. Christ-
mas Day service at 9.30am. 
Contact: 9844 2193. Uniting 
Church - Christmas Eve fam-
ily service at 7.30pm. Commu-
nion Service at 11.30pm and 
Christmas Day service at 9am. 
Contact: 9844 0674. Commu-
nity Church - Christmas Eve 
service at 7pm and Christmas 
Day service at 9am. Contact: 
9844 4148. Catholic Church -
Christmas Eve family service 
at 6pm in Park Orchards with 
a 9pm mass at Warrandyte. 
Christmas Day mass at 9am 
in Park Orchards. Contact: 
9876 1509. 

Carols 

Festive spirit: Penny and Ed Munks check out the bargains at the Green Sunday market. 

Green Sunday market 
A special Christmas chance to find a great special raffle to be d rawn at 12 noon, in 
range of unique and quality hand made music tent. Raffle tickets available at main 
gifts. Fun atmosphere with a great variety entrance. Sunday December 22, 9am-2pm 
of recycle and upcycle stalls. Food stalls, at Andersons Creek Primary School. For 
healthy smoothies, live music and jumping furthe r details contact Sophy on 9876 3552 
castle for kids. Wm $100 in a free Christmas or 0409 417 369. 

Thisyear'sCarolswillbeheld N1·ne gang pay us a vi·s1·t on December 21 at 8pm at 
Stiggants Reserve. If weather 
is bad, they will be held at 
ACPS , parking available at 
football oval. Special guest 
artists will be Silvie Pladino 
and Raymond Khong accom-
panied by his wife May Gavin. 

Grand gigs 
Electric Intent, Friday Decem-
ber 13 and 20, 8.30pm till late. 
Live music will also be playing 
on Christmas Eve. 

RSL gigs 
Rust and guests, Friday De-
cember 13, 7.30pm till late. 
Put on your dancing shoes for 
the last music session of 2013. 
Drinks at bar prices, BYO food 
platter. RSL club rooms in 
Brackenbury Street. Contact: 
9844 3567 (Open from 4pm 
daily). Entry: Band donation. 

Thank you 
Stephen Clendinnen and fam-
ily, would like to thank the 
Warrandyte Community for 
books donated last month 
to the asylum seeker deten-
tion centre library at MITA 
Broameadows. They were all 
very much appreciated. 

PETER Hitchener and the 
Nine News crew snuck into 
Warrandyte last month to 
film a bushfire safety me. 
sage ahead of summer. 

They spent part of the 
day at one of Warrandyte's 
reserves near the river, 
filming a brief video that ls 
expected to air before the 
end of the year. 

"We want to make sure 
people are careful and 
prepared for summer. It's 
really Important that every-
body spreads that message 
so we can avoid another 
tragedy like the one that oc-
curred on Black Saturday," 
Peter told the Diary. 

Unfortunately, the Nine 
team was forced into a few 
takes - they weren't expect-
Ing Yarra St to have an end-
leu stream of noisy trucks 
and bUlell from the minute 
they lltarted recording. 

Peter, who 18 mentoring 
Diary reporter Brianna 
Plazza for the Warrandyte 

c::==~===•;,::Ea:,:n~d Youth Arts Award, Aid be 

The death of their cheerful cleaning lady left an :::ityw.:;.:1= :.,_ 
unexpected vacuum in William and Camilla's life. ward to b1a next vlalt. 



Big turnout at the Village Green 

By BAIONY BOTTARELLI 
HUNDREDS of people turned out 
last month for Cliff Green's official 
community thank you in recog-
nition of his contribution to the 
community and involvement in our 
wonderful newspaper. 

And while it may have been Cliff's 
official farewell as editor of the 
Wa"andyte Diary, as you would 
have seen on Page 5 he will con-
tinue to be a guest columnist from 
time to time. 

Cliff said he thoroughly enjoyed 
himself and, along with a couple of 
celebratory red wines, he soaked 
up all the well-deserved accolades. 

Member for Warrandyte Ryan 
Smith spoke of Cliff's fairness and 
even-handedness when reporting 
politically sensitive issues. Dick 
Davies spoke of Cliff's career in 
general, from schoolteacher to 
scriptwriter, and of course his 43 
years of dedication to his beloved 
Diary that he founded back in 1970. 

Scott Podmore, the Diary's new 
editor, expressed how touched and 
appreciative he was of being given 
the trust and opportunity to take 
on the editorship of this wonderful 
community paper moving into the 
future. 

Alan Cornell dragged himself 
away from rehearsals of the spec-
tacular production he directed, 
The 39 Steps, to sing one of his 

clever and humorous compositions 
(apparently he wrote it on his way 
from the Mechanics Institute Hall 
to the Community Centre!) 

Jeff Adair spoke of how pleased 
he was to be not only Cliff and 
Judy's next-door neighbour, but 
also their friend. Ian Abell from the 
Lions Club gave an emotional thank 
you to Cliff for his support of the 
Lions over many years. 

Jock Macneish was the entertain-
ing MC for the occasion and the 
walls were graced with his talented 
artistry, along with photographs 
and mock newspaper articles cour-
tesy of the Diary's brilliant photog-
rapher Stephen Reynolds. 

Local band Indigo Paw provided 
entertainment and members of the 
Rotary Club busied themselves siz-
zling sausages under the guidance 
of former police sergeant Keith 
Walker. These were served up 
with some yummy salads provid-
ed by Jan Tindale, Val Polley and 
Bev Hanson, who had previously 
arranged some of her native flora 
around the room. 

Most importantly, Denise Farran 
kept the drinks flowing. Another 
of her art forms no doubt garnered 
from many years of keeping the 
WTC lubricated. 

A very big thank you to all con-
cerned on behalf of the Warrandyte 
Diary team. 

Green machines: Wayne Rankin and Cliff Green (top left), Alan Cornell sings a clever ditty (above), Jock Macneish 
says some kind words (below) while the guest of honour took time out to say thank you. Pictures: Stephen Reynolds 

Billanook College 
Mooroolbark Billanook College 
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Warrandyte farewells a wonderful woman 
Janet Fltzwater 
(Jan 15, 1937 - Oct 31 , 2013) 

Janet Fitzwater's (nee Wimpole) 
love of the bush began in the 1940s 
during school holidays on her 
grandfather's farm at Bunyip. 

when we married in 1960, our 
decision to settle in Warrandyte 
seemed natural. The house we 
chose began life as a packing case 
for a Ford motor car in the 1920s, 
and by 1960 had become a com-
fortable five-room home, set on a 
hillside off Research Rd where Bill, 
the postman in his pith helmet, de-
livered the mail on horse-back. 

Bell birds and the kookaburras 
laughing at their own jokes greeted 

obituary __.;) 
us each day. 

In Warrandyte, Janet's passion 
for the natural world burgeoned . 
Her garden grew, veggies popped 
up, chooks clucked and laid , and 
Roderick, a boisterous Labrador, 
cavorted; and there was the Book 
Club. When Vi rginia arrived, the 
first of our four children, she was 
soon sitting in a cardboard box 
watching Janet dig and weed and 
plant. We added a few more rooms 
to the house, a short-lived pleasure 

destroyed in the January 1962 
bushfires. 

Janet and I decided to s tay, ren t 
nearby and rebuild. Then Will was 
born. Jeremy and Fergus fo llowed 
a few years later. Her four children 
are testimony to the love and care 
she put into their development and 
education, particularly in their for-
mative years in Warrandyte. 

Always an active community 
member, Janet played in the tennis 
group, helped at the Pony Club 
with Virginia's horse, York, even 
took to orienteering, inspi red by 
Jeremy and Fergus. A Warrandyte 
Arts Association production of 
Alice in Wonderland saw Janet on 

stage with Judy Irving and friends . 
She joined the campaign to protect 
Professors Hill when a large-scale 
sub-division was proposed. The 
community won out and their ef-
forts succeeded ... so far. 

Janet often recalled her Warran-
dyte years with great warmth and 
affection. Her sudden illness and 
death is mourned by her family and 
her many friends . 

She will be remembered for her 
energy and interest in her commu-
nity. Her spirit lives on in her four 
children on whom she devoted so 
much love and nurturing care. 

Vale Janet. 
Bill Fltzwater 

All the comforts of home 
By VAL POLLEY 

Il T'S that time of year again. 
Christmas songs and tinsel 

in the stores, book sales and 
Father Christmas photos in the 
malls. lt can alJ get pretty fre-

netic. Especia!Jy for those for whom 
Christmas = holidays = camping. 

On top of all the Christmas prepa-
rations it means making sure the 
camping gear is still all usable, air 
beds blow up, gas stoves operate and 
the tent hasn't gone mouldy because 
it was packed away a bit damp. 

It's a family tradition . Halfway 
through January our family packs up 
and heads off down the peninsula to 
our favoured camping place. It start-
ed back in the 1970s when a sister 
and I found ourselves with six young 
children under 10 years old. That was 
a time when the menfolk took their 
main holidays over Christmas and 
returned to work halfway through 
January, leaving some two to three 
weeks for mothers to entertain chil-
dren before school and kinder start-
ed. It's well known that all kids like 
sand, water and sunshine, so there 
we were - two women, six children 
and basic camping gear, and we had 
a wonderful time. 

Mind you , I wonder now what 
were we thinking. We had one car 
between us, my youngest was just 
three months old, the nearest centre 
was some 20km away and the road 
network was not brilliant. 

However, the camp store supplied 
basic needs and those were the days 
when the ice man (no fridges, only 
Eskys), a butcher, a baker and even 
a greengrocer's van came to t he 
site. Everyone learned to cope with 
fetching water, somewhat primitive 
shower and toilet facilities and the 
vagaries of the weather. 

To phone home meant queuing at 
the pay phone near the s tore with 
lots of 20 cent pieces at the ready. 
However, it must have been good 
because sisters an d brother and 
their families plus the parents joined 
in later years . The kids learnt to 
sai~ to snorkel, to surf. The camp-
ing gear got better and better with 
some family members graduating to 
camper trailers or campervans. The 

facilities improved, the road network 
advanced , shopping malls sprang 
up and deliveries to the s ite ceased. 

Each year brings new changes but 
the t rad it ion persists and some of 
those original children, their fami-
lies (and us) will be there again this 
coming January. 

In our earlier days, camping had 
all seemed a bit primitive. Our first 
Austral ian camping experience had 
been an Easter camp with borrowed 
gear at Porepunkah , near Bright. 
A long tedious traffic jam up the 
Hume Highway (single lane only up 
and over Pretty Sally hill) and then 
putting up a strange large flappy 
white auto tent in a raging thunder-
storm at midnight under whispered 
instruction from fr iends. We loved 
the camping, though , despite un-
comfortable camp stretchers and 
inadequate sleeping bags, and soon 
graduated to better equipment and 
a smart new French framed tent and 
took off to Queensland for a holiday 
- we were hooked. 

No matter how primitive we thought 
our camping could be, it cannot 
compare to the challenges the early 
settlers and miners faced . When 
early pioneer Penelope Selby settled 
in a wooden hut with her husband 
and two young sons on their station 
on the Yarra River (close to modem 

day Tills Drive) she found life could 
be hard, especially for women. Her 
letters to her family in England reveal 
some of the setbacks they faced . Her 
home would have been far less com-
fortable than our tent with its built 
in floor and fly screened bedroom so 
no mosquitoes. 

Whereas our camp supplies came 
courtesy of local businesses, the Sel-
bys had to grow their own vegetables 
and get milk and make butter from 
their small herd of cattle. For variety 
they shot and ate local animals such 
as kangaroo and possum. She com-
plained of bird li fe being scarce on 
their run, which is hard ly surprising 
as they shot and killed many of the 
species, especially the Bronzewing 
pigeon. 

She found the hot weather ti ring 
and it is hard for us with our light-
weight clothing and styles to imagine 
how the early women coped on very 
hot days with their long hair and 
long skirts , often lacing the heat 
of cooking on open fires. Penelope 
Selby wrote to her s is ters during 
one hot spell in January 184 1. Would 
you like to know my dress just now, 4 
o 'clock pm, the thermometer 98 in the 
shade (last week one day it was 107). 
Jt consists of shoes, stockings, shift 
and cotton gown. While her existing 
child ren flourished in the new coun-

Anticipating summer 
Tired of grey wet-blanket days, 
the sog, bog and bundle of it. 
Sick of stodge, stews, 
morning wrench from 
warm cocoon. 
We're even allowing ourselves 
to whinge about the rain 
(quietly to friends) 
adding, of course we need it. 

as we drape more wet washing 
round the room. 
So that fi rst dozy day 
when there's the kiss 
of warm breeze 
and you realise you're 
padding about shoeless, 
a surge of joy -
Summer's coming! 

To feel sun-sting on bare skin -
long sleeves preferably wool. 
Watch the green-spread of new life -
can't water - need to keep tank full. 
Lamb chops on the barbie, smoky juice running -
horses screaming, das bottles exploding. 
To drift in the hammock between two huge gums -
trees like blow torches tossed in the air. 

KAREN THROSSELL 

t ry the family suffered numerous 
setbacks and eventually moved to 
Port Fairy in 1844. 

When gold was discovered at An-
derson's Creek in July 1851 , there 
was an immediate rush of miners 
to the site. Getting to the diggings 
was reported as difficult , one road 
via Hodgson's Punt described as 
'execrable' while the one across the 
new bridge at Richmond was thought 
bad at the beginning and end but fair 
in the middle section. Despite that , 
many made it to the diggings where 
rain and damp made conditions un-
comfortable but within days there 
were many tents and rough bark 
dwellings along the creek. 

Many miners did not even bring 
t he bas ics essent ial fo r living in 
the bush or for finding gold but a 
woodcutter Mr Ginger opened a tent 
store and supplied tea, sugar and 
flour as well as stabling for horses. 
From all the reports at the time, life 
on this gold field was not easy and 
when more accessible gold was re-
ported elsewhere, the early miners 
deserted the field . By 1855, however, 
there were once again tents along 
the creek valleys. The diggers with 
their families were reported to be 
tented in a beautiful valley, with the 
tents for the most part looking new 
and of a superior quality. The place 

was said to have the air of a thriving 
village with a population of 1000 
people with several tented stores 
servicing their needs. As the town-
ship later developed, some tents 
would probably have been modified 
into more permanent dwellings with 
a fireplace and chimney, slab walls 
and calico roof. 

The diggings came with hazards, 
however, waterlogged shafts and 
holes, mullock heaps, equipment 
and of course the river must have 
presented mothers of the day with 
worries about their children's safety. 
Indeed on January 12, 1871 , six-year-
old Caroline Hastings drowned in the 
Yarra River after being sent by her 
miner father to fetch water. 

Co mpa red to those early pio-
neer women our camping lives are 
easy. Our tenure is brief, our sup-
plies guaranteed. We have excellent 
gas s toves a nd lighting , mobile 
phones, comfortable bedding and 
adequate shelter. Our exposure to 
the extremes of the elements may 
be s imilar, cold and wet sometimes 
or extremely hot and dry at others. 
However, whereas we can always find 
warm fleeces or Goretex coats for 
the former and lightweight summer 
gear for the latter, our pioneer wom-
en and children were wearing long 
encompassing garments that would 
have become muddy, heavy and wet 
in bad weather and been stilling hot 
in a heatwave situation. We have 
had heavy rain rip a tent roof; winds 
blow away equipment, fire burn out 
nearby bush and shivered through 
unseasonal cold snaps. Yet if things 
became really bad we could always 
pack up and go home to enjoy some 
comfort unlike those early pioneers 
who had to face whatever was 
thrown at them. 

Our pioneer forebears would no 
doubt think us mad to camp by 
choice but it's still a lovely way to get 
back in touch with the outdoors . So 
January will find us all once again un-
der canvas ( or rather under the high 
tech fabric that replaced it) enjoying 
the comforts of modern day camp-
ing, the sun, the sea and the sand. 
Happy camping to all like-minded 
readers and happy holidays to all. 



Tess's Top End mission is worth 1000 smiles 
By RUTH BIRCH 
TESS Kearn has brought the creative 
expression of photography to indig-
enous children in the Top End and 
the young Warrandyte woman says 
it was only possible thanks to the 
generous support of the Warrandyte 
Uniting Church. 

In the remote town of Aurukun , 
Cape York, 40 young people have 
relished the chance to show off 
their photographic skills though the 
I Camera, 1000 Smiles project , in 
which they were encouraged to ex-
press how they see their surrounds 
and document everyday life through 
the lens of a camera. 

The program ran over the Septem-
ber school holidays and in that time 
each member was given a camera 
of their own to use as their tool 
to capture moments of family life, 
friendships, nature and their general 
surrounds. 

The group was also lucky enough to 
participate in several photography 
classes run by professional photog-
rapher Ric Piscioneri. The sessions 
focused on using knowledge and 
skills learnt about photography such 
as light, composition and exposure 
to accurately document home life 
and environment from their view-
point. 

"There isn't much structured enter-
tainment or recreation in Aurukun," 
Tess told the Diary. 

"The kids here don ' t have the 
options of sports or music lessons 
like kids in larger towns or cities do, 
so when I heard about the I Camera 
I 000 Smiles program I thought it 
would be a fantastic opportunity to 
give the kids something to engage in 
on their holidays. 

Tess and the Warrandyte Uniting 
Church were instrumental in getting 
the project off the ground. collecting 
and donating unused cameras and 
memory cards. When the program 
expanded and all the cameras were 
eagerly snapped up, the church gen-
erously donated another five brand 
new ones to the program. 

Tess says she will encourage the 
participants to continue with their 
artistic expression by taking them 
on photography excursions and de-
veloping and printing their pictures 
for them to keep. 

A book made up of carefully se-
lected shots from each of the young 
contributors is underway, and once 
published it will be distributed to 
families , supporters and the local 
community. 

"Not many people in Aurukun 
(out of a population of 1200) have 
cameras themselves . Some have 
smart phones, but they are a small 
minority, so it's still a huge novelty 
for people to take or be in photos." 

and Kugu Arts Centre hosted an 
exhibition in which all of the work 
was displayed for viewing by the 
families of the participants and the 
local community. 

great new media to introduce them 
to, as it is a wonderful way to show 
people not only how they see their 
surrounds , but also how they see 
themselves in their surrounds. 

nities and many of them are actually 
embracing this new media," Dev 
says. "Now it is so much easier, with 
the digital trend there is instant grat-
ification. For kids especially, it has 
to be instant and with this program, 
it's a matter of, click click, ahh look!" 

I Camera I 000 Smiles is a not 
for profit organisation that runs 
photography workshops and relies 
on donations to encourage creativity 
and expression in young people. To 
learn more, visit the website: http:// 
lcamera!000smiles.com.au/ 

To donate unused cameras, (don't 
forget the chargers) , please drop 
them off at the Warrandyte Uniting 
Church during open hours. 

The results of the project were so 
successful that the Aurukun Wik 

Dev Lengjel, manager of Wik and 
Kugu, says photography is such a 

"There is a shift in cultural devel-
opment in many indigenous commu-

Festive spirit is alive and well 
CHRISTMAS is well and truly 
in the air as the Warrandyte 
region lights up with colourful 
decorations and festive lights 
while many people swing into 
carolling mode as we count 
down the days to December 
25. 

Take a look around town and 
through various streets to see 
some impressive Christmas 
lights and decorations on 
several homes , trees and 
shopfronts, including Cocoa 
Moon Cafe, the Grand Hotel, 
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise, 
and Ruby Tuesday Jewellery 
where a singing challenge 
awaits those game enough to 
put their voice to the test and 
be in the running for a super 
prize. 

There has also been a lot of 
talk about how the Warran-
dyte Bridge suddenly became 
adorned with Christmas lights 
"seemingly overnight", as one 
local explained, yet councils 
on both sides of the Yarra are 
mystified as to how the light-
ing spectacular has happened. 
A Diary source, who declined 
to be named, said last week: 
"It's clearly the work of the 
Warrandyte Night Ninjas." 

But the biggest event on the 
festive season calendar is the 
combined churches of War-
randyte and Park Orchards 
hosting the Warrandyte Com-
munity Carols by Candlelight 
at Stiggants Reserve on Sat-
urday, December 21, at 8pm. 

The special guest artist this 
year is Silvie Paladino, who 
has established herself as one 
of our country's most versa-
tile and talented entertainers 
performing throughout Aus-
tralia. 

Silvie Is a regular featured 
artist at Carols by Candlelight 
at the Sidney Myer Music 
Bowl, wowing audiences with 
her crystal clear vocals. She 
will be joined by our local 
tenor, Raymond Khong, who 

will sing some popular jazz 
and classical Christmas piec-
es, accompanied by his wife 
May Gavin on the piano. Ray 
has sung with The Australian 
Opera and the Victorian State 
Opera, and has thrilled the 
crowds at the carols for the 
past few years with his pow-
erful renditions of inspiring 
songs. 

The community will also be 
entertained by the local gos-
pel singers led by Cath Rutten, 
in a reprise performance of 
their outstanding gospel set 
in the acoustic lounge at the 
Warrandyte Festival. The War-
randyte Community Church 
Jazz Band will also perform. 

Local choir, the Bellbird 
Singers, will lead the singing 
and are being accompanied by 
the 40-piece Eltham Concert 
Band. Kevin O'Mara and the 
Warrandyte Primary Bush 

Band will open the program 
and will be joined by choirs 
from Kangaroo Ground and 
Anderson's Creek primary 
schools. 

Locals are urged to arrive 
early with your picnic tea, or 
food and drinks can be bought 
on the night, and pre-event 
entertainment will be provid-
ed from 7.30pm. Glo-sticks 
and candles will be available 
for purchase, and donations 
will be accepted during the 
performance for the annual 
Christmas Bowl Appeal. 

If the program is postponed 
due to bad weather, fortunate-
ly there is a contingency plan 
in place - Anderson's Creek 
Primary School Performing 
Arts Centre, Drysdale Rd, with 
parking at the football oval. 
Inquiries can be made through 
the Warrandyte Community 
Church on 9844 4148. 

Warrandyte 
Carols by 

Candlelight 
Stiggants Reserve, Yarra Street 

with Silvie Paladino 

Saturday 
21st December 

7:30pm 

Warrandyte Community Church 
57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 

Christmas Services 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday 24th Dec 7:00 pm 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday 25th Dec 9:00am 
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Time to run, Warrandyte 
REGI TR<\TION are now open for 
Run Warrandyte, which returns to 
our streets on Sunday, February 2, 
when people of all ages take to the 
track. 

Warrandyte Community Bank 
ha - again agreed to upport the 
event which will raise funds for the 
\\'arrandyte Junior Football Club, 
\: arrandyte Football Club, Warran-
dyte etball Club and Warrandyte 
Cricket Club. 

The event starts at Taroona Ave at 
am and organiser Rob Clark says it 

is ·a great way to kick off the day in 
a social and healthy way, and all fo r 
a great cause". 

The fun run has events for the 
whole family which include a chal-
lenging 12km run supported by War-
ran Glen Garden Centre and Cafe. an 

km run supported by AusCrane Hire 
ervices, a 4km run/walk supported 

by Ruby Tuesday Jewellery, a 2.25km 
run/walk supported by Quinton 's 
upa IGA and the kids ' Oval Dash. 
Electronic timing will provide 

improved accuracy this year, faster 
posting of results which includes 
male and female listings, all thanks 
to the sponsorship of several local 
businesses. 

"T-shirts can be purchased online 
as a part of your registration for less 
than the recommended retail price. 
These are strictly limited, so partici-

pants are advised to order early and 
collect with your race kit ," Rob says. 

This year has seen the collabo-
ration of Run Warrandyte and the 
Warrandyte Sports Group who are 
providing support including the use 
of their new website - www.warran-
dytesports.com.au. Check out the 
website fo r all the latest news on Run 

Warrandyte, the progress of the new 
clubhouse, sports club links and 
other information about the WSG. 

"There are still some sponsorship 
packages available for Run Warran-
dyte," Rob says. "If you would like 
to become a sponsor or donate your 
time on the day as a volunteer we 
would love to hear from you. Email 

us at runwarrandyte@gmail.com." 
The event will also provide a 

unique opportunity for families 
to become foundation supporters 
of the new clubrooms. WSG has a 
limited number of handmade tiles 
for purchase and they will form part 
of an impressive ceramic art wall in 
the entrance to the new clubrooms. 

Dynamic duo in the home straight 
By BRIANNA PIAZZA 
WARRANDYTE super duo Alan Mur-
ray and wife Janette have almost 
finished their year-long run for 
charity around Australia. 

They have crossed over to Victo-
ria from South Australia and have 
less than 30 marathons to complete 
before they break the world record 
for running the most consecutive 
marathons in a year. 

This month , Alan and Janette will 
make their way towards Melbourne 
through Western Victoria before 
heading to Tasmania for the final 
leg of their journey. 

They say they're looking fo rward 
to seeing Tasmania - but not as 
much as coming home to Warran-
dyte alter a year away from home. 

"Coming home is really exciting 
but when we think about it too 
much, it gets kind of emotional," 
Janette said. 

Running through the Adelaide 
Hills has been one of their recent 
highlights, after running on mostly 
flat landscapes since hitting the 
Barkly region in the Northern Ter-
ritory. 

"It's actually one of the nicest 
runs we've had. It was so lovely to 
get hills again after running along 
Oat land for so long, 

"We really enjoyed it, we hadn't 
been there before and it 's such a 
pretty area. Adelaide was fantastic 
too and we had a great welcome 
there." 

In the final stages of their run, 
they're hoping to ramp up do-
nations for the four charity or-
ganisations they've been raising 
money for this year: the Gawler 
Foundation, Kids Under Cover, An-

imals Australia and the Australian 
Paralympic Committee. 

They're also asking people to join 
them for their record-breaking run 
from Federation Square to Warran-
dyte on New Year's Day. 

People are welcome to run along-
side them from Studley Park and 
Westerfolds Park as they make 
their way along the Yarra Trail to 
Stiggants Reserve. 

Alan and Janette are expecting 
to arrive there around 3pm or 4pm 
in the afternoon and everybody in 
Warrandyte is welcome to come 
along with some fruit to celebrate 
their achievement. 

More detalls about the event 
and a friendly reminder will be 
on the Diary'• Facebook page 
later tbi. month: www.facebook. 
com/warnndytedlary 

Signing off 
for clubs 
By MICHELLE PINI 
MANNINGHAM council CEO Joe 
Carbone says there has not been 
any change to the controversial 
new policy which requires sporting 
clubs in "environmentally sensitive 
locations" to remove sponsorship 
advertising signs, except during 
matches. 

The banner policy, passed by 
the previous council in August last 
year, requires local sporting clubs 
to erect and remove sponsorship 
signs every match day and does 
not allow signs to be displayed at 
other times. 

According to a council media 
statement, the move aims to bene-
fit "the many people who visit the 
reserve on a regular basis to enjoy 
the landscape uninterrupted". It 
will impact clubs in Husseys Lane, 
Domeney, Bulleen, Buck and War-
randyte Reserves. 

Mullum Mullum ward councillor 
Paul Mcleish is a strong supporter 
of the new council banner policy. 

Impacted clubs have questioned 
this reasoning, however, explaining 
that since most people visit the 
reserve on weekends while sports 
are being played, the amenity of 
the area will be unchanged for the 
vast majority of visitors. 

A spokesperson for the Warran-
dyte Football Club told the Diary: 
"We struggle for sponsorship in 
any form but the banners dis-
played around the oval are seen 
by sponsors as community recog-
nition of the goodwill they show 
the club. If they are only to be 
displayed on match days, sponsors 
would see this as a significantly 
diminished return on their invest-
ment." 

Deputy Mayor Sophy Galbally 
echoed these sentiments, saying 
that far from detracting from the 
amenity of the area, sponsorship 
signs served to strengthen com-
munity spirit by showcasing local 
business support for the commu-
nity. 

"It makes it difficult for local 
clubs to compete for sponsorship 
when other rural and city clubs 
don't have to comply with such 
restrictions," she said. 

Member for Warrandyte Ryan 
Smith supports that view. 

"Sponsorship advertising is an 
important revenue component for 
all sporting clubs. This policy jeop-
ardises support for local clubs ," 
he said. 

Affected clubs have also indi-
cated the laborious nature of the 
policy will create an additional 
burden on already overworked vol-
unteers. Warrandyte Tennis Club's 
Neil Sproat described the move 
as "impractical" and "just another 
imposition on the ever shrinking 
band of volunteers". 

Despite a further council report 
intended to "give consideration to 
issues that have been raised by tlie 
community", council is persisting 
with the move. 

"An audit of reserve signage has 
commenced and is identifying the 
signs that do not comply with the 
policy," Mr Carbone said, adding 
there would be a "consultative ap-
proach" with regard to the policy's 
implementation. 

New stadium at 
Mullum Mullum 
WARRANDYTE Basketball is looking 
to secure the rights to use basketball 
courts at a proposed highball facil-
ity which will be located at Mullum 
Mullum Reserve. 

The stadium is still in the early 
stages of development and is set to 
feature five to seven courts along 
with 500 seats, which will be a handy 
addition to the rapidly growing bas-
ketball club that is in need of more 
space. Redeveloping Mull um Mullum 
Reserve has been one of the council's 
major focuses alter acknowledging 
the demand for highball facilities. 
Manningham council plans to have 
the draft management plan complet-
ed by the middle of 2014. To help 
develop the management plan the 
council is asklng the community to 
provide feedback. 



Bloods top of the table 
By RYAN HOIBERQ 
DESPITE dropping a game early in 
the season, Warrandyte is top of the 
table in the Bill Wilkins Cup thanks 
to some dominating outright results 
in Round 2 and 3. 

Those outright victories have en-
sured Warrandyte is above another 
undefeated team, relying on its 
strong batting order to constantly 
provide tough competition for the 
opposition, and a brutal bowling 
attack to make it impossible to chase 
down. 

Warrandyte currently has the high-
est runs scored in the competition, 
with Aryton Dehmel (average of 
85), Chris Barry (47), Adam White 
(44) and Alex McIntosh (41) all with 
impressive averages. All players 
have missed only one match this sea-
son, and with two of them recently 
returning to the club it highlights a 
distinct difference in the prospects 
for season 2013/14 compared with 
last year for Warrandyte Cricket 
Club. 

Most recently, Warrandyte hosted 
East Ringwood at the Warrandyte 
Cricket Ground, and when the home 
team posted 383 on the first day it 
became the first time in history that 
a team had six batsmen score 40 or 
more. It was the fourth highest First 

XI score in history, and the fourth 
best score ever at the ground. 

It is rare that a team will make 280 
on the Warrandyte oval and walk off 
to realise they have lost by more 
than 100 runs, but this was the case 
for East. Admittedly, the boys should 
have done more to snuff out any 
hope for East Ringwood and shut 
the match down, but the total was 
enough to ensure there would be no 
real issues. 

The week before, McIntosh and Hol-
land were fearsome with their brutal 
pace, rattling Croydon Ranges at 
home. Warrandyte bowled out Croy-
don early on Day 1, and had locked 
away the points before the close of 
play. With a strategic declaration, 
Warrandyte did the job again on 
Day 2, with McIntosh bowling some 
serious heat to rattle the normally 
strong Croydon line-up. 

Warrandyte's Second XI also tops 
the ladder in the A Grade competi-
tion, which is a great result for the 
club. This season it is imperative 
that the Second XI returns to a high-
er grade to continue to support the 
growth of the club's talent. 

Again equal on points with the 
second team, Warrandyte's miserly 
bowlers have the best record of 
keeping opposition batting line-ups 

to the least among of runs. • 
Matched by strong contributions 

regularly by two to three batsmen 
per match , Brenton Styles and 
Hayden Miles have been strong ad-
ditions to the squad, with 13 and 12 
wickets each. 

Supported by the young fast bowl-
ers Luke Killey and Brandon Stafford, 
the Second Xi's bowling line-up is 
looking as strong as it ever has. De-
spite that, they did drop theiriast 
game at Wonga Park in adverse con-
ditions, and will be looking to amend 
this going into the post-Christmas 
break. 

Warrandyte's Third XI sits a game 
adrift of top spot, sitting below Kil-
syth in the Don Smith Shield. 

Warrandyte's encounter with Ki-
lysth brought the team back down to 
an even level with the competition, 
realising that the season will not be 
as easy as was being suggested at 
club level. 

With an extremely strong presence 
of players who have all at some point 
played First XI cricket , and with 
Stewart Smead continuing to lead 
from the front with both bat and ball, 
the team is confident of continued 
success. 

However, what happens off the 
paper and on the pitch is a different 

No gongs, but WfC talk of town 
By TRICIA BARRETT 
IF you are a finalist in two out of 
three categories at an awards night, 
you arrive with confidence and 
respect, according to local tennis 
coach Craig Haslam. 

"However, if you happen to walk 
away without an award from those 
two nominations you become the 
talking point of the evening," he told 
the Diary with a smile. 

"More people were talking about 
the fact that I didn't win with two 
nominations than the winners 
themselves ," Craig added, after 
coming so close at the tennis night 
of nights, The Newcombe Awards. 

But the Warrandyte Tennis Club 
coaches (right with Rod Laver) 
certainly made quite an impression 
on the night, apparently. Whether 
dancing the night away with Bee 
Hewitt, Jess Mauboy and friends, 
or giving words of wisdom to some 
of the greatest players of all time, 
the "Warrandyte assistant coaches 
were certainly the life of the party" 
according to Craig. 

Craig says his assistant coaches 
and committee members who 
attended the evening function are 
determined to raise the bar at 
Warrandyte Tennis Club and bring 
home a gong next year. 

Double flags for Juniors 
For the first time since their return 

to the Friday evening Diamond 
Valley Junior Tennis Competition 
in Autumn 2012, the Warrandyte 
Tennis Club now have two new flags 
hanging in the clubhouse. 

At the end of the home and away 
season, Warrandyte was second 
placed in Section 2, and top of 
the ladder in Section 6. After both 
teams survived hard fought semi-fi-
nals, gaining a crucial week off, the 
stage was set for a big evening at 
Taroona Avenue on November 29. 

Against Section 2 opponents 
Kangaroo Ground and Section 6 
opponents Plenty Blue, the early 
going was tough but both teams 
eventually powered home to win 
47 games to 21 and 43 games to 22 
respectively. 

Despite the cool weather the 
balcony of the clubhouse was well 
populated with support from par-
ents, family, friends and coaches 
from home and away teams. 

"It's almost as busy here as Bourke 
St before Christmas," quipped Ju-
nior Convenor Tony Honeyborne, 
who also had nothing but praise for 
all those who had participated not 
just in the grand final but through-
out the season. 

The champs: Section 2 team members (top) James Buckley, Brandon 
Stafford, Donata Honeyborne, Campbell Prior, Cameron Do and (bottom) 
Section 6 members Katie Waugh, Zoe Stafford, Imogen Maillardet, Kelsey 
Horton, Leo Garrick {foreground). 

Midweek Ladies 
This season has been an eventful 

one for the Section 3 Thursday La-
dies. Mandy Bence tells the Diary: 
"We have been injury riddled, and 
feel lucky and surprised to end the 
season in second on the ladder." 

The winning team for the semi-final 
consisted of Lynne Thomas, Nicole 
Hogan, Anita Dinon and Di Dempsey. 
They won by two games with three 
sets each and paid tribute to their 
"wonderful emergencies to keep the 
team going". Section 6 also made it 
to the semi-finals after moving up a 
couple of sections from last season, 
but unfortunately lost on the day. 

Open Day fun 
Meanwhile, Warrandyte Ten-

nis Club invites locals to its free 
community Open Day on Sunday, 
February 2, from 9.30am-noon. The 
community Open Day is free for all 
ages and abilities, and will feature 
hot shots, social play, cardio tennis, 
mini-nets, targets, barbecue, bar, 
and entertainment. 

"Last year our first Open Day was 
brimming with energy, with six 
courts full of people enjoying fun ac-
tivities and challenges," Craig says. 

For more information about War-
randyte tennis , visit warrandyte 
tennisclub.org.au 

story, and the team is yet to find their 
full potential. 

Victories so far have been delivered 
with standout performances from 
one or two players, but then a lack 
of form from the other men means 
Warrandyte will be looking to find a 
click going into Christmas. 

Warrandye's Fourth XI is the only 
team currently sitting outside the top 
two across the club. 

This is a fair reflection on a team 
that is often salvaged for players 
from higher grades when attendance 
hurts, and will be looking to gain 
some security going into the end of 
the year. 

Captained by Greg Warren , head of 
the selection committee, they have 
called upon 20 players already in 
five games. Warrandyte will look to 
veterans Brendan Baker, Brett Kline, 
Nathan Croft to mix in well with 
the youthful members who include 
Nicholas Oremek and Bailey Dixon. 

First XI: 
Round 3: Warrandyte 4/105(dec) (Gamble 34) 
and 2ll0 (Dehmel 49 not out) def. Croydon 
Ranges 103 {Holland 5/26) and 69 (McIntosh 
4/16, Holland 4/35) 
Round 4: Warrandyte 7/383 {Barry 88, Holland 
61 not out) def. East Ringwood 280 {Holland 
3196, Whtte 2/21) 

Second XI 
Round 4. Warrandyte fi/148 {MIies 31) def. 
WantJma South 8/134 {Miles 3129) 
Round s· Warrandyte 8/135 {Styles 37) def. 
South Warrandyte 9/115 (Styles 3121) 
Round 6: Warrandyte 7/93 def Wonga f'ar1( 88 
(Taylor 6/l3) 
Round 7: Warrandyte 242 (Cleaves 80. Lander 
68) lost to Wonga Par1( 9/l58 (Stytes 3177) 
Third XI 
Round 4: Warrandyte fi/182 (Goddard 42, Smead 
42) def. North R1nowoocf 8/114 (Warr 4/14) 
Round 5: Warrandyte 31143 (Khatry 43) def. 
Bayswater Par1( 9/132 (Weatherte-,, 4/25) 
Round 6: Warrandyte drew with Montrose (Game 
Abandoned) 
Round 7: Warrandyte 9/l45 {Hoiberg 54 
Prangley 48 not out) def. Montrose 193 (Beardall 
2/29. Prangley 2/29) 
Fourth XI 
Round 4: Warrandyte 8/155 (Khatry 50) lost to 
Scoresby/Ferndale fi/161 {Hartmann 2/18) 
Round 5: Warrandyte fi/150 (Baker 50) lost to 
Wonga Par!( 7/157 (Thomas 3115) 
Round 6: Warrandyte 88 lost to Warranwood 
Ml9 (Khatry 2/14) 
Round 7: Warrandyte 149 (Carus1 3127) lost to 
Wonga Par1( 91223 {Kime 2/12) 
ROCA 20/20 Saxon Sports Competition 
Round 1: Warrandyte 116 (Taylor 60) def Wonga 
Par1( 94 (Mooney 5113) 
Round 2: Warrandyte 109 {Eilis 23) lost to 
Norwood 6111 O (Sty1es 2/17) 

Hawks looking good 
By FRANS BROUWER 
A MONTH furth er into the RDCA 
season and several Hawks sides have 
realistic prospects for finals . Only 
one team has no chance, and that is 
only due to a lack of numbers. 

As reported in the November Dia-
ry, the First XI (Wilkins Cup) was 2/54 
chasing a meagre 108 by Chimside 
Park. The team was cruising on the 
following Saturday, but then the 
wheels fell off. 

Three wickets fell at 83, a further 
four between 89 and 91 , and the last 
at 102. In its second innings, Chim-
side Park reached 11, but promptly 
lost three wickets. It then reached 18 
before losing its last seven wickets 
for three runs. Its total of 21 (Garrett 
8/6) left the Hawks requiring only 28 
runs off 31 overs. David Hill (22 n/o) 
and Michael Crosbie (2 n/o) knocked 
it over in a very swift 2.4 overs. 

Round 4 started with a collapse 
and it was 4/ 38 before a fightback 
from Steve Lindsay (46), Dave Cutler 
(21) and Steve Garrett (25) pushed 
the score to 160. In reply, Montrose 
collapsed to 3/ 17 before a rain inter-
ruption. A 134-run partnership then 
took the match away. With two wins 
and two losses, the Hawks are a game 
outside the top four. 

The Seconds (A Grade) are third 
with a win-loss ratio of 5-2 and two 
matches clear of fifth . In Round 6, 
the Hawks reached 3/ 189 (Matt Man-
uell 56) and held Chimside to 8/136 
(Jacob Janssen 4/31). In a Round 7 
two-<layer, the same team struggled 
to be all out for 108, and the Hawks 
replied with 5/ 118 (Manuell 32no, 
Robbie Bowen 47). 

The Thirds (D Grade) are fourth 
and one match clear of its nearest 
rival. A win in Round 6 against Bay-
swater Park (Robbie Cutler 68) was 
followed by another win against the 
same team (Liam James 38, Daniel 
Wigney 25no and 3/28). 

The Fourth XI (F Grade) suffered 
its only hiccup in Round 6 and lies 
second, only behind top on percent-
age and a half-game clear of third. 
Lachlan McMahon (6/52) was the 
star with the ball in Round 7, with 
Olinda reduced to 94 all out. 

At the end of the first day, the 
Haw;cs were 1/43 and seemingly well 
on the way. 

The loss of six wickets for just 20 
runs reduced the Hawks to 7/66. A 
wicket at 86 left the result in doubt, 
hut captain Tom Chrlsfield and 
promoted Fifth XI captain McMahon 
steered the side home. 

The Fifth XI unfortunately is strug-
gling to find players. Its most notable 
game was Round 5 in which Bay wa-
ter Park took until its second-last 
over to pass a target of 5/135. 

Round 1 of Veterans was washed 

out and was to be played last week 
at the time the Diary went to print. 
The 040-1 team is second with two 
wins and a loss. A win against Kilsyt.h 
(Paul Foley 42 retired, Brett Careedy 
41 retired) was followed by an 0-run 
loss to Montrose (Tim Rule 3/14, Paul 
Foley 29). 

With two wins and a loss, the Over 
40-4s are also second. level with third 
and fourth-placed , and one game 
behind the top team. A score of 9,'130 
(Rob Little 41 retired) in Round 3 
was not enough against Croydon 
Ranges' 3., 132. Round 4 was better 
with Warrandyte's 10/82 no match 
for the Hawks ' 2/91 (Chris Jose 3 7, 
Wayne Wilson 43 retired). 

The Over 50s team has not won yet. 
but was close in Round 3, losing in 
the last over (Peter Reilly 40 retired, 
Joe Ross 2/ 18). In Round lour, 10 
players (nine for part of the match) 
lost by 99 runs to Wonga Park (Peter 
Reilly 2/ 22 and 32, Ian Jones 3 2 ). 

The Ul6-2s are 2nd on 4-1 (only 
loss to unbeaten Croydon ort.h). 
Round 3 was a win vs Montrose 
(Adam Johnson 4/ 10, Josh Exley 2 12 
and 45, Pat Harris 32). Round 4 was 
also a win -against Ainslie Park (Josh 
Exley 49, Jakeb Cullen 44, Mikey 
Gibbons 4/12). 

In Round 5, the team rolled Warran-
dyte for 35 (Darcy Harris 416, ikoda 
Brooking 3/6, Mikey Gibbons 2/ ) 
and was already in front at 1/37 after 
day one. Batting on to a declaration 
at 5/ 117 (James Sandison 26no, Jack 
Sims 25, Ryan Paterson 25. Brooking 
8no ), the bowlers knocked over \\'ar-
randyte for 42 (Brooking 3/ ) . 

Ul4/3 (combined with North Ring-
wood) is also on 4-1, with their only 
loss to undefeated Lilydale, and are 
placed second on the ladder. 

After a win in Round 1, the Ul2-l 
Hawks lost their next three. In Round 
3, Jackson Braunthal's 23 and ick 
Walker's 17 and 2/4 were highlights. 

In Round 4. the strong orth Ring-
wood team was 6/ 174 (Declan Mul-
queen 2/ 16, Ky ofamos 2/19). which 
was too much for the Hawks who 
managed 10/91 (Walker 26 retired. 
Braunthal 23). 

Ul2-4 is working its way into the 
season, with three losses and a bye. 
Round 4 against top of the table Croy-
don North was very competitive. 
with a score of 6/1 11 (Will Crosbie 
17) against 9/ 164 (Will Fa an 2/ , 
Kane Church 2/11). 

On the social front. the Junior 
Wrap of the Round is back, with well-
attended functions on ovember 
16 and 30, and another to come this 
weekend (December 14). 

An U 12 T20 competition i planned 
for December 21, while a poker night 
is scheduled for January l , and Pink 
Stumps Day (date to be confirmed). 
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Bea1n me up, Seo 
BySAM QUINN 

I ETEE -year-old snowboarder 
cotty James from Warrandyte is 
et to compete at the 2014 Winter 

Olympics in Russia next February. 
At just 15 years of age, James com-

peted at the 2010 Winter Olympic in 
Vancouver and in doing so, became 
the youngest male athlete from any-
where in the world to compete at a 
\\linter Olympics for the past 50 years. 

James excelled in snowboarding 
and hit the world stage in 2010, when 
he was rushed into the Australian 
Olympic team trials as a replacement 
following an injury to teammate 

ate Johnstone and headed off to 
toneham, Canada. eeding to fin-

ish at least 19th to make the Winter 
Olympics, James finished in a very re-
spectable 15th place despite battling 
a broken wrist, and set off to compete 
at his first Olympics, an experience 
he says will stay with him forever. 

"It was pretty awesome," he said. 
"A lot of people have asked me about 
it but I just didn't have the words to 
describe the feeling. I didn't really 
know how to feel at the time because 
I was so young. It was pretty amazing 
because I had worked so hard to get 
there and there were a lot of ups 
and downs along the way with the 
snowboarding and also mentally, so 
it was awesome just to get out there. 

"I was able to take a big breath 
when I got there and just say to my-
self, "I've done it'. I always think back 
to it now; I had such a good time." 

James's passion for snowboarding 
originated from family members who 
share the same interest. "Our family 
was pretty passionate about snow 
sports," James says. "My Dad was 
the first snowboarder in the family 
so I guess you could say it started 
from him. We started here in the lo-
cal mountains like Mount Buller and 
Mount Hotham and just kept going 
ever since." 

At the age of four, James's father 
Phil bought him a $10 display snow-
board the size of a skateboard as it 
was the only one small enough for 
him to ride at the time. 

"It was a tiny little thing," said 
Jarnes's brother Tim. "It was only 
a shop display board which wasn 't 
designed to be ridden. But he (Phil) 
explained he had a four-year-old son 
back at home who was into snow-
boarding and they agreed to give it 
to us for 10 bucks." 

Since that time, James began com-
peting in junior snowboarding com-
petitions and world championships 
with great success against competi-
tors who were older than him. 

"In 2007 I started to look at it more 
seriously," James said . "I did my first 
junior world tour and pretty much 
just won all the competitions, and 
after that I thought I could really 
make a career out of it. So I kept 
going and eventually the opportunity 
to go to Vancouver (the 2010 Winter 
Olympics) came up which was even 
more eye opening." 

James's older brother Tim helps 
him train and has been a big part of 
the teen's development as a profes-
sional athlete. 

"We're all super proud of him," 
Tim said. "Going to the Olympics 
and watching any athlete is pretty 
special, but to watch your brother 
is even more special." 

While the lifestyle of a professional 
athlete is very rewarding, it comes 
with plenty of personal sacrifice. 

"Ever since I was 13 I've been trav-
elling away from home," James said. 
"There are definitely a lot of sacri-
fices involved, especially leaving 
family and friends . At times it sucks 
but it makes you appreciate what 
you have back at home. There are 
lots of lessons learnt from starting at 
such a young age. I've chosen to give 
up partying during these 12 months 
prior to the Olympics, but a lot of 
sacrifices I've chosen for myself are 
necessary in order to succeed and 
reach the goals I've set for myself." 

With the upcoming Winter Olym-
pics just around the corner, it has 
been a year of hard work and prepa-
ration for James. He was forced to 
postpone his high school studies as 
during the year he would have been 
in Year 12, he was at home for about 
only three months. 

"My attendance probably wasn't 
going to be high enough!" he said 
with a laugh. "I'll start back up again 
with school next year." 

For someone of his age, it is a rare 
luxury to be able to head off to the 
Olympic Games with the experience 
of having already been before. How-
ever, it is a luxury James is not taking 
for granted. "There's a lot I can take 
into it this time round," he said. "I 
didn ' t really know what to expect 
the first time. I wasn't going there to 
win a medal or anything, I was going 
for the experience. There are a lot 
of things I've learnt from Vancouver 
which I can take into Russia, I'm 
looking forward to it." 

In contrast to attending the Vancou-
ver Winter Olympics as a 15-year-old 
more or less for the experience, 
James hopes this time round he can 

bring home a medal. 
"My main aim is to just go out there 

and leave nothing on the table; do ab-
solutely everything that I've worked 
for on the day and give it my best," 
said James. "I've always had the goal 
to be a medal contender for these 
Games. There will be a lot of nerves 
and adrenalin and I need to make 
the most of those to get me going 
and push me that little bit further. 
Hopefully I can win a medal but if 
not there are heaps more Olympics 
to look forward to and I'll just keep 
pushing myself until I get one." 

The 2014 Winter Olympics com-
mence on February 7 and people can 
keep up to date with Scotty James 's 
experiences throughout the Olym-
pics via his website scottyjames. 
com.au, or via Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter. 

Venom fires up in Frankston tournament 
By CHRIS WILLIAMS 
The Southern Peninsula Basketball 
Tournament was held in late No-
vember and featured some thrilling 
games and great results for many of 
the Venom rep teams. 

A close game on Saturday evening 
saw Justin Nelson's Under 16.1 Boys 
take on the Whittlesea Pacers at 
Frankston. 

With great defensive pressure , 
Warrandyte was able to start the 
game on a 14-0 run and Whittlesea 
looked like it would never recover 
from the deficit. 

Jackson Lowe starred in the first 
quarter with several steals and im-
portant baskets to keep the Venom 
ahead. After switching to a zone 
defence, Whittlesea was able to claw 
its way back into the game and by the 
end of the third quarter the scores 
were 30-22, with the Venom clinging 
onto an eight-point lead. 

The Pacers kept fighting right until 
the very end but some timely offen-
sive rebounds and made shots from 
Jordy Hallet finished off the Pacers to 
give Warrandyte the 37-33 win. 

"Our defence was fantastic, we just 
need to work on finishing shots," 
Nelson said after the game. 

In semi-finals action, Danny Black's 
Under 14.2 Boys went down to the 
very talented Korumburra. The first 
half featured an impressive display 

of defensive pressure by Korumburra 
who forced Warrandyte into unwant-
ed turnovers. 

Both teams missed plenty of easy 
shots in the first half and Korum-
burra went into half-time with a 13-6 
lead. Warrandyte looked a lot better 
in the second half and made some 
fantastic defensive plays, however 
Korumburra was determined to not 
miss the same sort of shots that It did 
in the first half. The final scores were 
2~13. Jordan Hansen top scored with 
6 and Joshua Carstens had 4. 

Despite the loss, Black was incred-
ibly happy with the outcome of the 
tournament. 

"They are improving every game 
and that's all I want," Black said. 

A total of six Venom teams pro-
gressed into the grand final, however, 
only one team came out victorious. 
The Under 12.1 Boys coached by 
Dale Leeson not only went unde-
feated throughout the entire tour-
nament , they finished things off 
with a sensational 23-15 win In the 
grand final. 

USA tour 
In exciting news at the club the 

Warrandyte Venom USA tour group 
recently departed and will spend the 
next three weeks travelling across 
six states throughout America. The 
28 travellers will visit New York City, 
Los Angeles, Dallas, Cincinnati and 
Louisville. 

The trip will include playing more 
than 20 games of basketball , visiting 
five theme parks, watching several 
NBA and NCAA games, going to an 
NFL game, an ice hockey game and 
many more exciting activities. 

This year's tour will feature both a 
boys team coached by Justin Nelson 
and for the first time ever a girls team 
led by Nicole Howard. 

"This is our third straight tour and 
each year we find a way to pack more 
into the schedule," Nelson said. "As 
we learn more about the areas we 
visit and the things available to us, 
we find a way of fitting a little more 
into each day. 

"This year's schedule is amazing 
and for the 19 players and nine adults 
going, it certainly will be a trip to 
remember. 

"As much fun as this trip will be, 
there's no doubt that come the new 
year we will be busy working on the 
2014 USA Tour with the next group 
of players and parents who want to 
experience a tour, so stay tuned!" 

Saturday basketball 
As grading concludes, the begin-

ning of the regular season has be-
gun with some brilliant games that 
featured a showdown between War-
randyte I and Warrandyte 2 Under 
18 Girls. In what was a competitive 
game, Warrandyte 1 came out on top 
taking the win 41-17. 

In Ul0 Girls action, Warrandyte 3 
went down to Eltham 12 in a closely 
contested game. The final scores 
were 9-8 with Eltham just holding 
on for the win. Warrandyte 4 was 
able to get one back on Eltham 9 in 
yet another close game, pulling out 
an impressive 13-12 win on Eltham's 
home court. 

In the boys competition, Beau 
Bentley's Ul6.ls lost a tough game 
against Eltham l who ran away with 
a 47-35 victory. 

New president announced 
After two years at the helm, Richard 

Cookes has decided to step down 
as president of the Warrandyte 
Basketball Association. The club 
recently sent out a thank you mes-
sage to Cookes for his significant 
contribution throughout his term 
as president. The search for a new 
president dldn 't take long as former 
club secretary Bruce De Lacy was 
happy to take on the challenge. De 
Lacy has been at the club for 17 years 
and recently became a life member. 
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Sporteka 
comes to 
Warrandyte 
SPORTEKA has arrived at the War-
randyte Community Centre and gives 
young children a chance to learn the 
fundamentals of 11 different sports 
including tennis, basketball , soccer, 
netball , hockey, golf, cricket, bad-
minton, Australian footy, T-Ball and 
athletics. 

"With the Australian Open coming 
in January, many children will be 
inspired to have a go at tennis. If you 
think your child has what it takes to 
be the next Hewitt, Nadal or Federer, 
or simply love the game so much that 
you want your son or daughter to 
enjoy it too, why not try Sporteka," 
says the company's Fatima Tawlek. 

Sporteka specialises in teaching 
sport to the youngest beginners 
at convenient local indoor sports 
centres. 

"Starting with our multisport pro-
gram , Sporteka introduces pre-
schoolers as young as two-years-old 
to the perceptual motor skills nec-
essary to be a good athlete," says 
Fatima, a Tennis Australia qualified 
coach and developer of Sporteka, 
who has been helping children gain a 
love for sport over the past 20 years. 

"Sporteka is about the coach , 
mums , dads , grandparents and 
carers connecting to help every kid 
achieve." 

Sporteka is already gearing up for 
another successful and fun sporty 
year in 2014 with enrolment now 
open for both Multisport and MLC 
classes at a number of locations in 
Manningham including the newly 
refurbished Warrandyte Community 
Centre. Bring your preschoolers to a 
free trial class before Christmas and 
get ready for an active and healthy 
new year. 

Details are on www.sportekakids. 
com.au or contact Fatima on 0431 
211 444 or email spor teka@bigpond. 
net.au 

Mighty Max 
oh-so close 
WARRANDYTE karate kid Max More-
ly came home with a silver from the 
Australian National in the Australian 
Taekwondonational championships 
where his skills will be tested against 
the best from around Australia. 

Max performed admirably and cou-
rageously to win two out of his three 
fights , losing by one controversial 
point, according to his Dad Mark. 

"In the third fight, it was a close 
fight that ended up coming down to 
what is called a golden point, when 
whoever makes first contact wins," 
he said. 

"Unfortunately for Max the judg-
es saw the opposition's kick first. 
Regardless of the outcome, Max ls 
still a champion and we couldn't be 
more proud of him. This is just the 
begging for what ls going to be a 
bright future." 

Jacob doc • ID 
From little things, big things grow 

Bloods back to busin~ 
Despite the off-season having barely 
begun, it 's all systems go down at 
Warrandyte Football Club with play-
ers returning to Warrandyte Reserve 
to begin the rigorous training pro-
gram required to change the fortunes 
of the club 's on-field success. 

With an average of 40 players at-
tending pre-season training sessions 
per night, including Glenn Archer, 
Warrandyte's new assistant coach, 
a sense of purpose and drive can be 
felt around the club. 

The influence of returning figures 
such as coach Michael Tout, Archer 
and new president Stephen Bell is 
evident, even in the early stages of 
the holiday season, with a height-
ened level of commitment noticeable 
in players, a remarkable surge of 
community interest and assistance 
regarding the affairs and progression 
of Warrandyte football, and crucially, 
a positive atmosphere and a thrilling 
hype around the club. 

That hype, in combination with 
an aggressive recruiting campaign, 
has seen the club attract several 

high quality local players as well 
as the homecoming of some former 
Bloods, with at least 12 new boys 
having made their presence felt at 
pre-Christmas training. 

Young guns Tom Appleby and Sam 

Tansley, senior players throughout 
the 2012 season, return after brief 
stints away, and the addition of 
star midfielder Josh Barrett means 
Warrandyte has added more proven 
quality players. 

Others include Ross Ansaldi , who 
makes the switch from Division l 
club Lilydale, and Trent Parker, who 
arrives from old rivals Doncaster to 
help the cause. 

In addition to the frenzied on-field 
news involving training and recruit-
ment, further off-field announce-
ments and promises have been made 
regarding the 2014 EFL draw, and to 
the relief of all, the construction of 
the Bloods' new clubrooms. 

After being dealt a three game span 
away from home to begin the season, 
Warrandyte's official home opener 
is scheduled for May 3, and with the 
council giving a commitment that the 
new rooms will be fully operational 
by April I, the club can plan the 
occasion and function surrounding 
the first game down at Warrandyte 
Reserve with confidence. 

Athletes shine at relay championships 
THE Eastern Metropolitan Region 
Relay Championships were held 
recently at the Yarra Ranges track 
at Mt Evelyn, and young Warran-
dyte athletes representing the 
Doncaster centre had outstanding 
results in Victoria's largest and 
strongest Little Athletics regional 
competition. 

Leading the way was the strong 
UIS team of Nicole Reynolds, who 
picked up three gold medals, Emi-
ly Sharpe, two gold and one sliver, 
Ellish Kelly, one sliver medal, and 
Ben Macri with two gold medals. 

The other teams performed well 
with Under 14 track star Mervyn 
Tan winning a gold in the 800m 
sprint medley and a sliver medal, 
Under 13 athletes Adam Hardrick 
a .Uver medal in the 4x100m and 
Ben Munks scored a fourth in the 
800m sprint medley and a fifth in 
the 200m final. 

Emerging Under 12 sprint 
stars Callum Bowers and Jayden 
Hardrick both were bronze med-
alists in the 800m sprint medley, 
with Callum winning a well de-
served gold medal in the 4x200m, 
while first time relay athlete 
Owen Kelly ran in two finals races 
with a fourth in the mixed age 

800m sprint medley and an eighth 
in the 4xl00m finals. 

The Under 1 ls all made finals 
with Nick Sharpe fourth in the 
800m sprint final , Ashlyn Krak-
ouer teaming with Chloe Lee In 
an exciting fast-finishing sixth in 
the 800 sprint medley final and 
an eighth position in the 4xl00m 
final. Chloe also claimed a fifth 
place in the mixed sex 4x 100m 
and the diminutive Harriette 
Glover claimed a bronze medal 
in the 800m sprint medley and a 
fourth place in the 4x100m final . 
Younger sister Allee made 3 finals 
in the 4xl00m, 800m sprint med-
ley and a sixth in the 4x200m final 
in the Under 9s. 

The state championships are be-
ing held at the Lakeside oval this 
weekend and the qualifying relay 
athletes are in with strong chanc-
es to win medals. 

By MICHAEL DI PETTA 
A FORTNIGHT ago, Warrandyte's Ja-
cob Ballard, 19, was doing landscap-
ing jobs and working behind the bar 
at the Grand Hotel Warrandyte. Then 
everything changed with a phone call 
confirming something most young 
footy players can only dream about. 
selection in the AFL rookie draft 

First believing his mates were 
pulling his leg when reading texts on 
his lunch break, Jacob realised his 
dream had become a reality after a 
call to his manager. 

Chosen by Fremantle with pick 
No.47, Ballard , a tall midfielder with 
excellent stamina and a knack for 
winning the hard ball , was stunned. 

"I'm just over the moon, it's been a 
dream of mine since I was a little kid. 
It still hasn't even sunk in yet." Jacob 
told the Diary. 

The opportunity is sweeter for 
Ballard than most, who, unlucky not 
to be drafted as an 18-year-old after 
stellar performances playing with 
the Northern Knights in 2012, used 
the setback to mature and motivate 
himself further in his goal of playing 
professional football. 

"To finally get the chance to play 
AFL footy, at a club like this, I still 
can 't really believe it," he said. 

Focusing on improving his speed 
and quickness, Jacob joined Carl-
ton's VFL side, the Northern Blues, in 
2013 and caught the eye of Freo with 
his tough, in and under style of play. 

Only days after the surprise selec-
tion, Jacob was flying to Perth and he 
has already taken the first step in his 
AFL journey, beginning pre-season 
training and learning what it takes 
to be a professional athlete with the 
Dockers as the club looks to mount 
another grand final charge. 

"I had my first day down at the 
club on Thursday and my first actual 
session on Friday," Jacob said. "Then 
over the weekend I had the induction 
process , and now we are back into 
regular training with the guys." 

Importantly, Jacob remains ground-
ed, as he realises the shift in com-
mitment and quality needed for AFL. 

"Being on the rookie list there's 
obviously still a long way to go, I'll 
probably be playing a lot of looty in 
the WAFL side The Peel Thunder. but 
the goal is to play as well as I can and 
see what happens," he said . 

In combination with the enormous 
step up from local to professional 
looty Ballard must make, he also 
laces the reality of moving to a com-
pletely different state, a significant 
change for someone so young. 

"Perth is really different to Mel-
bourne," he said. "It's right on the 
coast so it feels like a bit of a holi-
day, its really hot and slightly more 
old-fashioned." 

However, Jacob hasn't forgotten his 
roots, being a part of the Warrandyte 
community and certainly coming 
through the ranks at the Warrnadyte 
Junior Football Club, and the Colts in 
more recent years. 

"In playing for the Bloods I got to 
take part in three grand finals , we lost 
the first two which was really tough. 
but we managed to win the third one 
which was really fantastic." he said. 

Community support for Jacob 
throughout his time playing junior 
and club football for the 'orthem 
Knights and Blues respectively has 
been nothing short of excellent, and 
the Warrandyte Pub in particular 
(where Jacob worked part time) has 
been a keen supporter of the Warran-
dyte and orthem footy clubs. and 
also Jacob himself. 

Pub staff were excellent with Jacob. 
and all chipped in to help him raise 
over $1000 dollars in the World's 
Create t have to aid cancer re-
search. 

o longer just a kid with a dream. 
Ballard ha the opportunity to 
follow in the foot teps of many Fre-
mantle stars who made their name 
off the rookie list, including Aaron 
Sandilands, Tendai Mzungu and 1i-
chael Barlow, and e tabli h him ell 
as a fully-fledged AFL footballer. 
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